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PREFACE. 


J  HE  pamphlet  to  which  the  present  is  a  reply^  was  genetaUy 
understood  to  be  pid>lished  under  the  immediate  aiMspkes  of  go^ 
vernment ;  and  the  number  of  editions  it  passed  through^  to  satisfy 
public  curiosity,  on  this  very  ground,  authorized  this  belief,  whicn 
was  further  confirmed  by  its  never  having  been  contradicted  by  the 
ministerial  press. 

Its  preface  being  a  technical  explanation  of  its  contents,  the 
writer  of  the  present  remarks  upon  it,  which  must  relate  precisely 
*  to  the  same  objects,  sees  reason  to  adopt  for  the  most  part  as  his 
own,  putting  the  extracts  between  inverted  commas^  with  certain 
alterations  and  additions,  which  will  of  course  vary  the  sense  oc- 
casionally. The  liberty  we  have  taken  in  this  respect  will  enable 
the  reader  to  understand  the  substance  and  connection  Of  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  though  he  may  not  have  the  original  work  before 
him. 

These  are  therefore  observations  on  what  has  been  exhibited  as 
a  general  view  «« of  the  state  of  public  affairs,  from  the  period  of 
the  late  treaties  to  the  commencement  of  the  year  1822. 

<^The  circumstances  which  compose  this  review  had  not  before 
been  produced  to  the  public  with  suftcient  fulness  and  distinct- 
ness. If  some  of  the:  matters  have  be^n  tpDChed  upon,  and  even  dis- 
cussed in  parliament,  in  answer  to  the  observations  of  the  opponents 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  or  otherwise,"  they  have  been  discussed 
onlv  as  single  measures,  and  without  any  reference  to  their  coherence 
with  the  system  of  administration  of  much  they  form  a  part" 

"The  ministers  of  a  free  and  high-;(pinded  country  cannot  be 
without  a  due  feeling  of  the  vs^lue  of  public  character.  They  know 
that  in  public  station,  still  more  than  in  private  life^  a  good  name 
is  connected  with  the  due  and  effective  performance  of  duties  %  that 
character  is  influence,  and  that  influence  is  power  \  and  that  power 
from  influence  will  ^tend  its  ppera^ppj  where  power  from  law 
and  authority  cannot  reach ;  and  that  the  good  Will  of  the  people 
towards  government  has  in  all  ages  proved  the  readiest  means  of 
an  effective  administration.  Under  mese  considerations,  his  Ma- 
je^jy's  ministers  for  themselves,  and  .their  friends  for  theip,  must 
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natniall  J  desire  to  stand  well  in  public  opinion.  They  desire  il  for 
themselveS}  and  tbey  ought  to  desire  it  for  the  country/' 

«  For  themseiyes^  they  seek  public  confidence  by  "  studiously^ 
though  Tainly^  endeavouring  to  make  it  appear,  that  they  have  ex- 
ercised <*  a  conscientious  and  effective  discharge  of  their  duties  ^^ 
and  if  they  had  not  failed  altogether  in  their  proofs,  they  must 
have  desired,  and  «  desired  most  anxiously,  that  a  general  feeling 
of  the  public  good,  and  a  general  persuasion  that  the  government  is^ 
Industriously  occupied  in  pursuing  it>  might  excite  such  a  spirit  of 
concurrent  eSom  between  the  people  and  their  governors,  as  to  give 
manners  the  effect  and  authority  of  laws ;  and  might  bring  mto 
disuse  any  statutes,  if  such  there  be>  requiried,  in  more  turbulent 
times,  to  repress  public  disorders.'' 

Our  business  is  to  achieve  a  very  temperate  examination  of  the 
variety  ci  facts  and  falsities,  which  enter  into  what  they  call  this 
«  statement  and  review.^ 

^  According  to  the  form  which  the  administration  of  the  British 
Empire  has  long  assumed,  the  public  business  has  for  a  conside- 
rable period  of  ye^rs  distributed  itself  into  the  four  main  depart- 
ments of  finance,  the  foreign  aflfairs,  home  department,  and  the 
colonies.  Under  the  first  of  these  departments,  that  of  finance^ 
the  first  lord  of  the  treasury  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
have  it  in  charge  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  due  distribu- 
tion of  the  pubKe  revenue,  and  for  the  integrity  of  all  those  sources 
of  navigation,  commerce,  manufactures,  internal  trade  and  indus* 
try,  from  which  such  revenue  must  be  derived ;  and  finally,  in  co- 
operation with  the  other  boards  appointed  for  diis  special J)urpose» 
thitj  have  to  provide  for  the  naval  and  military  defence  ofthe  em- 
pire, and  the  makitenance  of  the  docks,  arsenals,  ordnance,  &c.  in 
all  the  means  and  materials  of  future  operation." 

^  To  die  home  department  belong  the  maintenance  and  super- 
Tision  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  for  the 
su|Mport  of  external  order  and  tranquillity ;  whilst  the  departments 
of  foreign  afiaird  and  the  colonies  embrace,  according  to  their  de- 
oominationsy  ottr  relations  with  foreign  states  and  our  own  colo- 
nies. Following  the  order  of  these  departments,''  they  proposed 
to  themselves  '<  to  produce  and  explain  to  the  public,  in  a  general 
and  suedact  view,  me  former  and  actual  condition  of  each. 

And  our  examination  into  this  their  work  wiU  probably  show 
At  fiew  difficulties  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  to  encounter,,  aided 
by  the  g^jsral  spirit  of  the  country ;  and  how  much  less,  even  ac- 
cording to  thefif  own  account,  they  have  accomplished  than  thcnr 
deme  to  nsake  the  unwary  believe.  Hence,  they  have  shamefdl^ 
neglected  to  condHate  <<  the  due  mainteinance  of  the  revenue  in  ifll 
its  sources,  widi  die  due  alleviation  of  the  public  burdens. 
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they  have  maintained  the  public  peace/'  with  too  much  cost  to 
public  liberty, «  and  under  what  system  they  have  administered  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  empire.'' 

Our  remarks  on  "  this  review,  under  the  four  departments,  wili 
necessarily  comprehend  a  general  survey  of  the  proceedings  of  ad- 
ministration, within  the  whole  compass  of  public  business.  It  will*'^ 
attempt  to  <<  explain'^  naany  most  important  errors,  of  which  they 
have  been  guilty  (as  to  millions)  as  far  as  they  have  attempted  to 
enlighten  us  on  the  subject,  respecting  <<  the  state  of  our  finances," 
compared  with  <^  our  national  resources."  We  shall  examine  into 
'  their  reflections  as  to  <<  our  existing  relation  with  foreign  states  ;" 
and,  <<  as  a  part  of  our  domestic  policy,  the  general  system  under 
which  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  endeavoured,"  much  less  <<  by 
discipline  than  by  measures  of  terror  and  menace,  to  restore  Ireland 
to  the  ordinary  administration  of  law."  We  shall  "  show'-  abun>- 
dant  errors  in  «  v/hat  has  been  done  for  our  colonies,^  and  for  the 
commercial  interests  of  the  empire  ^"  and  subjoin  a  few  observa- 
tions relating  to  <«  what  is  now  in  discussion  for  the  extension  of 
our  trade  and  manufactures,  and  for  simplifying  and  facilitating 
mercantile  business,"  or  rather  for  continuing  to  throw  every  ob- 
stacle in  its  way. 

In  the  order  pursued,  a  distribution  is  made  of  the  subject  mat« 
ter,  corresponding  with  that  of  the  author  on  the  state  of  the  na- 
tion, treating  the  several  departments  separately ;  and  iwch  few 
observations  as  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  on  the  appen- 
dix, to  Tender  the  whole  more  compact,  are  embodied  in  the  work. 

Under  the  first  head,  that  of  finance,  though  ziespect  is  paid  to 
the  important  article  of  dates,  all  that  relates  to  mere  figures  is 
comprised  in  a  second  chapter ;  therefore  the  one  embraces  chiefly 
matters  of  opinion,  the  other  only  matters  of  fact. 

On  the  whole,  if  there  has  been  presented  to  the  curiosity  of  the 
public,  by  dabbling  in  shallow  waters,  a  collection  forming  a  cor- 
rupt mass,  we  pretend  only  to  have  employed  the  arithmetician's 
art,  to  reduce  it  to  sterling.  Were  we  tempted  to  indulge  in  the 
liberty  of  saying  another  word  for  ourselves,  it  would  be.  candidly 
to  avow  the  feelings  of  a  true  John  Bull,  which  will  be  found  to 
animate  us  through  the  piece,  that  of  respect  for  the  laws,  but  in- 
difference to  his  Majesty's  servants,  appointed  by  a  chief  set  over 
them,  the  best  paid  of  any  in  Europe  \  and,  presuming  on  the  res- 
pect we  owe  to  his  exalted  station,  they  will  continue  (since  they 
take  his  responsibility  upon  themselves)  no  loiter  to  enjoy  his  con- 
fidence than  while  the  people  go  along  with  them,  unless  they  be- 
come masters.  It  is  well  known  how  much  the  exercise  of  $uch 
lindue  authprity  would  be  inconvenient  in  domestic  concerns— the 
'  tl^Dg  iSff  to  the  full,  af  simple  19  the  government  of  states. 


AN 
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FINANCE* 


Thb  Public  will  hardly  requirei  that  this  important  division  of 
the  subject  should  be  treated  in  detail,  relating  chiefly  to  accounts 
already  laid  before  parliament,  where  they  have  undergone  a  full 
discussion  in  their  several  parts.  It  is  however  necessary  to  take' 
certain  general  viewSf  which  we  shall  attempt  to  bring  under  con* 
sideration* 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  his  Majesty's  ministers  seem  very 
naturally  to  have  considered,  that  "  the  amount  of  the  national 
debt  and  the  pressure  of  the  annual  taxation  were  among  the  first 
objects  which  presented  themselves  to  their  notice/'  But  as  an 
apology  for  not  precipitating  relief  too  suddenly  a  most  unaiccount* 
able  plea  is  set  up,  and  an  interest  pretended  to  be  shown,  for  tha 
condition  of  the  traduig  part  of  the  community.  How  this  class 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  could  sustain 
any  possible  injury  by  so  wholesome  a  change  in  the  aflniirs  of  the 
nation  at  large,  the  author  has  not  attempted  to  explain )  and  it  is 
equally  diflicult  to  excuse,  or  to  pardon,  such  ^  mistaken  delicacy 
precluding  the  exercise  of  an  imperious  duty,  unless  it  shall  be 
satisfactorily  proved,  that  a  reduction  pf  annual  burdens  contracts 
the  circulatmg  capital,  or  bears  some  analogy  to  it. 

We  are  to  understand,  that  the  peace  of  1792  naturally  sugges* 
ted  itself  to  their  consideration  as  an  example  to  follow  i  as  diey 
^y,  that  <<  in  all  political  questions  it  is  not  only  matter  of  pru« 
dence  and  policy,  but  contributes  much  to  the  facility  of  business^ 
to  proceed  according  to  sope  acknowledged  rule.''    Fat  front 


0  Mr.  J.  Collier's  Repbf  to  a  Pamphkt  [6 

denying,  indeed,  the  truth  of  this  observation^  we  are  at  liberty  to 
consider  whether  they  made  a  prudent  choice  in  this  precedent  as 
a  rule,  and  whether  uiey  have  followed  it. 

As  to  loading  the  country  with  debt  and  taxation,  can  it  be 
denied,  that  Mr.  Pitt  surpassed  all  his  predecessors  in  office,  and 
that  he  has  only  been  exceeded  in  these  high  qualities  by  the  pre- 
sent ministers  themselves  ?  So  little  m^eration  has,  therefore, 
been  exercised  in  these  latter  times,  that  it  required  to  look  far  back 
for  an  estimate,  on  which  the  present  peace  establishment  was  to  be 
framed  j  and,  forgetting  how  loudly  economy  had  been  insisted 
upon  by  the  prayer  of  the  public,  while  the  principle  had  been 
admitted  even  by  themselves  under  an  enormous  augmentation  of 
debt,  a  diminution  of  which  was  rendered  so  necessary,  they  con« 
sented  to  adopt  a  precedent  even  within  their  own  memories.  So 
much  for  the  prudence  of  their  choice.  Whether  they  have  acted 
up  to  the  spirit  of  the  laws  and  regulations  they  had  laid  down  for 
themselves  let  us  further  examine. 

As  to  what  particularly  relates  to  the  service  of  the  army,  not- 
withstanding this  precedent  of  1792  was  taken  for  a  basis,  certain 
pretences  were  found,  with  how  much  reason  we  leave  the  public 
to  consider,  to  raise  it  from  47,000  to  99,000.  One  exception  we 
readily  admit  must  have  increased  it  some  thousands,  the  provision 
to  be  made  for  new  colonies,  though  this  was  required  to  have 
been  done  with  a  very  sparing  hand.  And  it  is  evident,  that, 
under  an  enlightened  government,  colonies  require  generally  less 
and  less  force  for  their  defence.  This  the  author  himself  also 
acknowledges  by  saying,  that  **  the  same  amount  of  force  would 
not  always  be  necessary  for  this  service,  but  that  portions  might 
be  withdrawn  gradually  as  the  colomes  became  accustomed  to 
the  superior  administration  of  British  laws.'' 

The  increase  of  population  afiords  a  miserable  argument  for 
keeping  up  an  establishment ;  this  increase  so  unfortunately  ap- 
pearing only  in  examining  the  registers  of  the  poor ;  and  should 
strengthen  our  efforts  towards  reduction  ih  every  form  and  kind, 
since  this  chaige  alone  bears  so  heavy  on  the  farming  interest,  as 
well  as  the  public. 

Ifi  as  an  excuse  fmr  heaping  upon  us  burdens,  the  loyaltv  and 
patriotism  of  the  great  body  can  be  called  in  question.  Goo  is  a 
witness  that  no  reflection  can  be  less  merited.  «<  In  the  peculiar 
form,  which  the  press  dF  this  daf  has  already  assumed,**  they 
say,  <<  a  new  force  is  eiven  to  public  passions  ;**  but  had  the 
audior  seen  the  subject  m  an  indulgent  light,  he  would  have  ex- 
pressed himself  more  justly,  that  a  new  force  is  given  to  the  powers 
of  reason!  among  even  the  lowest  orders,  whidi  phces  them  under 
better  control  ^aa  an  army,  or  even  the  laws.    None  of  these 


7]  anJhc.  Stak  of  thoNadm  in  1^2SU.  7 

several  ai|;ttment8».  therefore^  offer  the  slightest  pretence  for  up* 
holding,  an  extraordinary  establishment  in  time  of  peace. , 

But  we  have  the  highest  authorities  in  aid  of  our  argument  upon, 
this  latter  ground,    'now  did  the  learned  Lowth  condemn  restraints 
upon  the  press  when^  in  a  sermon  half  a  century  agO)  and  in  good. 
dmeSf  he  saysii;*^  let  no  man  be  alarmed  at  the  attempts  of  atheists, 
and  infidels  : .  let  them  produce  their  cause  and  bring  forth  their 
arguments  to  their  own  confusion.'*     And  Wharton,  in  addressing^ 
the  freethinkers,  admits,  "  that  whatever  be  the  cause  of  this  folly, 
it  would  be.  unjust  to  ascribe  it  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  which 
wise  men  will  ever  hold  to  be  one  of  the  most  precious  ad- 
vantages of  civil  liberty/'    He  says  of  himself,  <<  that  one  of  the 
meanest  in  this  controversy,  I  should  have  been  ashamed  of  pro- 
jecting the  defence  of  the  great  Je^sh  legislator  did  not  I  know, 
that  assailants  and  defenders  skirmished  aU  under  one  equal  law  of 
lib«ty.' 

Now,  armed  with  these  enlightened  principles,  so  long  established 
and  confirmed  by  experience,  let  us  compare  the  coftluct  of  go« 
venmient,  at  a  period  when  even  watchfulness  was  in  repose,  and 
opposition  enfeebled  by  the  generous  spirit  of  loyaltv  by  which 
parliament  was  animated,  when  called  upon  to  settle  the  civil  list 
upon  the  accession  of  bis  present  Majesty.  It  will  hardly  be 
credited,  that  the  original  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  minister  was 
assented  to  and  approved,  all  parjdes  silently  and  tamely  submitting 
to  the  will  of  the  sovereign,  whom  we  most  ardently  pray,  feeling 
as  we  do  for  the  prosperity  of  Great  Britain,  may  be  looked  up 
to  by  a  grateful  people,  as  the  only  fountain  of  honor  and  emolu- 
ment in  our  day. 

Richly  provided  by  the  vote  of  parlia^ient,  and  the  calm  which 
subsisted  within-doors,  ministers  turned  their  attention  to  the 
crowd,  and  dared  to  proscribe,  with  the  assistance  of  their  usual* 
dupes,  their  country  mends,  all  the  intellectual  enjoyment  and  im- 
provement it  was  m  the  habit  of  receiving,  at  what  they  were 
pleased  to  deem  too  easy  an  expense — the  only  means  in  the  power  ' 
of  the  people  of  judging  of  the  lives  and  characters  o£  their  supe- 
tiors^  and  ameliorating  their  own  condition  by  the  force  of  such 
eaxmples.  There  is  food.  It  must  be  granted,  essential  both  to 
the  body  and  the  mind :  is  it  possible  to  conceive,  that  even  under 
the  present  ridiculous  thirst  for  high  prices,  whatever,  is  palatable, 
or  such  as  can  be  relished  by  the  species,  can  possibly  come  too 
cheap  to  the  consumer  ?  Ck>  we  boast  of  freedom,  and  see  dust 
thrown  in  the  eyes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  disqualify  them  to 
judge  in  the  humblest  way,  of  the  learning  and  opinions  ^f  others  ? 
Whatever,,  under  the  protection  of  law,  is  permitted  to  be  written, 
might  even  be  encouraged  to  be  read. 
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But  let  U8  now  return  to  the  subject  more  immediately  under 
consideration.  His  Majesty's  ministers  very  properly  introduced 
into  the  king's  speech  on  the  opening  of  the  parliament,  in  1816, 
«<  that  they  might  rely  on  every  disposition  on  his  part  to  concur 
in  such  measures  of  economy  as  might  be  thought  consistent  with 
the  security  of  the  country,  and  with  the  station  which  we  occupy 
in  Europe."  In  Investigating  the  several  bearings  of  this  proposal, 
the  wiiter  of  these  remarks  sees  reason  to  beseech  his  Majesty  to 
reflect,  that  the  current  expenses,  of  the  preceding  years,  bore  no 
proportion  to  instances  occurring  in  any  former  reign,  not  except- 
ing that  of  the  glorious  memory  of  his  father's  :  that  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  the  time  to  which  we  are  alluding,  had  incurred 
an  annual  expenditure  capable  of  reductions,  which  could  not  be 
contemplated  at  any  former  period  of  our  histpry,  unless  it  were 
possible  to  subtract  tens  from  units. 

The  whole  is  stated  up  to  the  close  of  the  first  year  after  the 
peace  as  a  saving  of  seventy  millions.  Is  it  fair  to  boast,  that  such 
reductions  were  never  dreamed  of,  under  any  former  administra- 
tion ?  In  the  reign  of  George  the  Second,  the  average  of  the  whole 
revenue  did  not  exceed  nine  millions  ;  in  that  of  George  the  First, 
six  minions  and  a  half.  Do  ministers  forget,  that  in  the  year  1814 
tlie  demands  of  government,  exclusive  of  poor's  rates,  exceeded 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  millions,  after  Mr.  Pitt  had  taken 
the  whole  income  of  Great  Britain  at  less  by  thirty  millions  ? 

But  exclusive  of  the  interest  of  debt,  to  confine  ourselves  to  the 
annual  supply  for  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries,  the  estimate  before 
the  war  was  taken  at  twenty  millions ;  can  much  be  attributed  to 
the  provident  hand  of  ministers  in  requiring,  the  second  year, 
seven  millions  more,  or  twenty-seven  millions,  under  a  double 
pressure  on  the  part  of  the  public  creditor  ? 

So  that,  faithless  to  a  treaty,  after  a  war  decidedly  engaged  in 
against  the  sense  of  the  enlightened  part  of  the  country,  too  high 
spirited  in  herself  to  countenance  arming  a  phalanx  against  the 
power  of  one  soldier,  raised  from  the  ranks  by  his  merit,  a  point 
of  view  in  which  it  is  but  fair  to  consider  it,  and  certainly  enough 
to  silence  all  claims  to  the  glory  of  victory  ;  can  we  sit  quietly 
down  under  the  weight  of  burdens  in  the  proportion  of  near  three 
to  one  ? 

I  wlX  not  however  withhold  from  ministers,  on  the  face  of  these 
flieir  own  representations,  which  I  have  only  faithfully  transcribed, 
a  just  tribute  to  die  manliness  they .  have  shown,  so  superior  to 
themselves  on  most  occasions,  in  havine  thrown  down  the  gauntlet, 
and  fdrly  invited  these  reflections  on  their  own  work. 

It  is  true  they  have  exhibited  an  elaborate  picture ;  but,  through 
the  light  thrown  upon  it  in  these  pages,  it  will  afford  at  least  at 
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first  glance  great  dissatisfaction  in  the  public  mind  $  and  tiewed' 
more  carefully,  as  we  proceed  to  examine  the  back  grotind|  it 
leaves  few,  and  very  faint  traces  of  the  fostering  hand  of  govern- 
ment, while  a  glowing  horizon  still  happily  but  too  distantly  pre- 
sents itself,  capable  of  answering  to  our  most  sanguine  hopes. 

During  the  year  1816,  great  praise  is  given  to  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  for  reducing  the  amount  of  the  floating  unfunded 
debt,  and  relieving  the  money  market  $  but  by  proceeding  you  will 
clearly  see  it  was  only  to  make  room  for  a  renewed  application  tO' 
the  very  same  fund  the  ensuing  year ;  which  year  opened,  as  it 
seems,  <<  by  a  considerable  deficiency,  not  less  than  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  amount  of  the  public  revenue :"  and  to  show  the 
unnatural  state  into  which  these  transactions  reduce  the  country^ 
while  the  funds  were  experiencing  an  almost  unprecedented  rise, 
the  poor's  rates  at  least  kept  pace  with  them ;  and,  compared  with 
the  year  when  Mr.  Pitt  first  came  into  power,  had  risen  so  as  to 
be  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one.  This  has  ndjother  than 
a  tendency  to  show,  how  a  gain  to  the  few  is  a  loss  to  the  many, 
and  that  the  effects  of  such  a  fluctuating  state  of  things  ought  re- 
ligiously to  be  avoided. 

But,  of  all  the  pretences,  that  of  commencing  the§e  boasted  re- 
ductions at  the  first  possible  period  is  the  most  extraordinary. 
Was  it  before  remonstrances  were  reiterated  from  the  opposition 
side  ?  Were  not  those,  which  have  been  at  length  acceded  to^ 
such  as  had  been  for  the  most  part  repeatedly  refused  ? 

Parliament,  compelled  by  the  general  distress,  which  bore  so 
hard  upon  the  parishes,  granted  a  power  to  relieve  the  laboring- 
classes,  by  the  application  of  a  million  and  a  half  to  the  employ- 
ment of  uie  poor.  Nothing  is  said  of  the  application  of  this  fund^ 
therefore  I  pass  it  over  in  silence. 

In  enumerating  the  transactions  of  this  year,  the  abolition  of 
sinecures  is  among  those,  which  ministers  are  pleased  to  throw  in- 
the  teeth  of  opposition,  as  originating  with  them,  and  too  insignifi- 
cant in  itself  to  merit  their  own  particular  attention.  They  coih- 
pate  the  amount  in  round  figures  at  a  simple  100,000/.;  and  hate 
the  effrontery  to  add,  that  <<  its  value  is  nothing,  and  upon  this 
score  to  nothing  do  they  lay  their  claim."  Can  such  language  be 
tolerated,  under  their  determination  to  pursue  an  economical  re- 
gime? 

We  are  told,  « that  the  year  1818  opened  under  a  more  favor- 
able aspect  than  the  preceding  j''  and,  goaded  we  may  suppose 
under  the  lash  of  their  political  adversaries,  <<  ministers  found 
themselves  in  a  condition  of  prosecuting  their  <  resolute  purpose 
of  reducing  the  national  expenditure."  So  far  from  this  being 
acted  upon^  on  the  faith  of  their  own  statements,  they  could  not 
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ao^much  as  return  oa  their  steps,  for  an  increase  ydU  appear,,  on 
Mfernag.  to  the  second  diapter  of  this.  work. 

But  supposing  the  contrary^,  what  were  the  conseqjuencesof  this 
improved  condition  of  the;  country;  ?  Did  it  strengthen  the.  argu- 
ment with  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to  tibrow  additional 
weig^  on  postesiity  hj  exchanging  three  and  aihalf  for  three  per 
oentSr  s  in  factyno  other  than  borrowing  on  a  half,  per  centL  stocky 
and  sdll.  further  increasing  the  interest  of  the  public,  debti.^the 
eff^ta  of  which  were,  evidentl]^  more  serious  than  paying  a  little 
more  onr  less  interest  foe  a  limited  time  upon  the  issue  of  exchequer 
bills.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  how  contemptible  was  such,  a  pro- 
ceeding under  the  delusive  pretence  of  not  adding,  to  the  nominal 
amount  of  the  public  debt. 

Bystanders  see  through  this  quibbling  and  time-serving,  which 
suit  the  Jews*  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  the  Bank,  while  the  public 
are  gulled«  And  it  is  unfortunately  too  true  (I  say  it  with  proper 
feelings  tow^s  men  blinded  by  their  interests),  diat  ministers 
^and  the  monied  men  play  with  odds  in  their  &vor  while  the  nation 
losesL  l^e  landed  proprietors  wiU  soon  awake  from  their  slumbers, 
and  find  the  king  with  barely  a  name,  amusing  himself  with  the 
more  orders,  gewgaws,  and  insignia  of  royalty. 

^ete  the  puUu:  securities  left  quietly  to  memselves,  to  vibrate. 
by  natural  causes,  these  would  be  fair  dealin|^  and  a  just  criterion 
focmfsd  of  their  real  value»  by  the  true  test  of  public  prosperity ; 
while  nostrums  and  qjuacks-  put  nature  out  of  her  regular  course* 
If  men  bom  and  bred  in  the  v<»tex  of  corruption  looked  beyond 
the  moment,  they  would  discover  how  this  undue  influence  is 
calculated  t0>  deeeinre  even  thennselves.  The  misfortune  lies  per- 
bapsi  in  the  debt  kself,  and  is.  therefore  too  deep  for  an  immediate 
remedy.  We  have  few  proprietors  of  land  not  also  largely  con- 
oemed  in  the  public  funds^  which  neutralizes  their  powers  and 
claims  a  dividjed  interest. 

It  is^  necessary  we  should  now  proceed  to  the  year  1819,  when 

majesty,  then  regent,  was  advised  to  <<  congratulate  the  coun« 
try  upcA  ibne  new  circumstances  in  the  public  condition,  the 
vmndirawing  the  aimy  from  Ffance,  the  great  reduction  of  the 
mmi  and  i£lkary.establishments,,and  the  progressive  improvement 
of  the  reresMe  in.  all  its  sources.'' 

The  first  of  these  is  represented  to  be  a  ground  of  exultation 
chiefly  arising  fcom  die  ctrcumstanoei  ihaX  <<  the  British  govern- 
ment was^  by  the  evacuation  of  France,  necessarily  relieved  from 
much  extraovdinary  expenditure,  which  could  not  be  carried  to 
die  account  of  the  payment  and  sustenance  of  the  troops:"  a 
decbtfation  of  sa  broad  a  nature^  wi^iout  condescending  to  enter 
liie  least  into  dietail,  has  naturatty  e;ccited  so  nnucb  curiosity  and 
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duqpickniy  that  it  becomes  an  imperioiis  duty  in  mimstscs  to  fianishi 
tbeir  advocate)  the  author  of  &e  work  before  1189,  for  the  satisfac^ 
tion  c^  the  pitb]ic»  with  the  fullest  ex{rfaiiatian  on.  this  head. 

We  shall  merely  refer  to  the  second  article,  by  questioning  the 
disposition  of  those)  to  place  things  in  a  right  Ught,  i)rfia¥annt  an. 
excess  of  three  millions  and  a  half,  in  anticipation  of  a  demand, 
wluch  comes  immediately  tqpon  them,  of  ten  millions  on  the  part 
of  the  Baxdc,  the  half  of  which  was  to  be  provided  for  diis  very  year*. 

But  so  far  from  <<  a  progressive  improvement  of  the  revenue  ini 
all  its  sources/'  let  us  compare  it  with  die  demands  upon  it.  <<  The: 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  service  of  the  year  was  a  small  OLcess 
above  uirty  millions." 

So  far  from  a  principle  of  reducdon  having  effected,  as  they 
say,  an  <<  aggregate  saving  on  the  whole  of  the  estinu^es,  on  the  ac<-< 
count  for  the  year,  of  above  half  a  million,'^  whoever  will  take  pains 
to  refer  to  their  own  statement  on  the  preceding  page,  wiii  be 
surprised  to  find^  that  in  the  department  of  miscellames  diere  ban 
evident  increase  of  at  least  280,000/.,  and  that,  adding  the  several 
items  together,  the  augmentatbn  amounts  at  least  to  146,00Q£. 
(but  thk  will  appear  b^ter  hereaftar),  besides  the  interest  o£  exche*- 
quer  bills  for  the  service  of  the  year. 

Whose  influence  was  it  in  die  finance  committee,  which  led  tos 
the  adince  of  imposing,  after  years  of  peace,  new  taxes:  to  the 
amount  of  3,000,0002.,  added  to  the  boasted  surplus  in  die  conso- 
lidated fund  ?  Secondly,  the  application  of  twelve  millions  of  » 
sacred  deposit,  more  than  six^sevenlhs  of  its  acknowledged  amount, 
and  die  only  honest  pledge  given  of  a  deugn  by  relieve  posterity 
from  a  burden,  whioi,  they  pretend  at  leas^  they  will  consider  as 
much  their  duty  to  b^,  as  if  it  had  beem  contracted  by  thou- 
selves  ;  whether  they  really  do  or  not  will  hereafter  appear.  But 
it  must  be  further  matter  of  surprise,  that  these  seversd  means^  sa 
unprecedented  in  their  nature,  were  found  insufficient  in  them- 
selves, without  recourse  to  the  old  leaven  of  loans  and  exchequer 
bills. 

On  die  subject  of  the  taxes,  considered  in  th«r  own  nature^ 
can  we  receive  any  satisfaction  in  being  told,  diat  of  four  out  of 
five  of  the^  new  taxes  due  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  like  a 
charlatan  at  a  fair,  took  the  money  from  our  pockets  without  our 
perceiving  it  ?  that  he  made  such  a  curious  selection  of  the  subject 
matter  upon  which  they  were  imposed,  that  the  burden  is  in  prac* 
tice  so  insensiUy  fek,  ttiat  not  one  person  out  ofi  five  hundred  can 
enumerate  the  subjects  taxed  ?  If  we  are  to  pay  taxes,  like  other 
charges  on  our  establishment,  for  God's  sake  let  us  face  the  collec- 
tor :  he  shall  enter  by  d^y,  rather  than  like  a  thief  in  the  night, 
and  open  our  ceHass  and  stoidiouses  in  our  peeaence.    Though, 
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like  the  assessed  taxes,  we  pay  them  with  grudging,  we  at  least 
see  die  account,  as  we  ought  to  do  of  every  item  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  our  afiairs.  Hence  we  are  enabled  to  make  such  retrench- 
ments as  a  prudent  sense  of  our  condition  renders  necessary,  and 
as  the  burdens  increase* 

.  JLet  us  ask  therefore  simply,  after  a  temperate  view  of  the  trans- 
actions of  this  year,  whether,  either  in  substance  or  in  form,  «they 
have  felt  it  more  their  duty  to  act  than  to  talk,^  or  whether,  iiv 
relation  to  either  the  one  or  the  other,  they  merit  the «« commemo- 
ratio  beneficiqrum,"  as  the  just  reward  of  their  public  services. 

But  what  do  we  find  in  the  third  report  of  the  junto  composing 
the  finance  committee  ?' — 

<<  Tour  committee  learn,  that  works,  buildings,  extensions,  and 
repairs,  have  been  undertaken  and  executed,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  a  manner  little  checked  or  protected  against  profusion 
and  waste  \  in  many  cases  without  any  estimate  or  general  plan ; 
and  sometimes  extended,  according  to  a  statement  of  an  officer  of 
the  ordnance  (who  attended  the  committee),  as  views  open  during 
the  progress  of  the  work.  This  irregular  mode  of  proceeding, 
which  unfortunately  prevailed  during  the  time  that  all  these  large 
wdtks  were  begun,  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  House  in 
total  ignorance  as  to  the  estimate  charge  of  any  one  of  them.** 

Wb^t  shall  we  say  of  the  minister,  but  that  **  the  stone  shall 
cry  out  of  the  wall  against  him,  and  the  beam  out  of  the  timber 
shall  answer  it  ?'' 

.  To  crown  these  brilliant  measures,  ministers  claim  for  them-- 
selves  credit  for  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  another  way  of  ex- 
ercising their  <<  resolute  purpose,'*  by  introducing  the  act  generally 
called  Mr.  PeePs  Bill,  to  restore  the  currency  to  its  original  state. 
This  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  two  parts  ;  first,  the  merit 
in  itself,  as  it  may  be  affected  by  the  laws  of  justice,  which  are 
immutable ;  and,  secondly,  its  immediate  consequences.  The 
victory  they  pretend  to  have  obtained  we  shall  treat  with  the  con- 
tempt it  deserves,  since  no  one  took  up  arms  to  oppose  them  ;  and 
as  to  those  immediately  concerned,  they  made  use  of  every  occa- 
sion to  compliment  them  on  their  return  to  honest  principles.* 

Legalising  an  alteration  in  the  currency  must  appear,  under  ai^ 

'  Who  were  on  the  list  ?  Lord  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Vansittart,  Mr.  Peel,  Lord 
Binning^  Sir  George  Clerk,  Mr.  Holford,Mr.  Fraokland  Lewis,  Mr.  Hart  Da^ 
vis,  Mr.  Goocb,  Lord  CUve,  Mr.  Cartwright,  Mr.  Wiibrabam  Bootle  Wilbra- 
ham.  The  actors  in  these  scenes  speak  for  themselves,  and  show  the  treat- . 
meot  the  nation  receives  from  its  representatives.  They,  however,  in  this 
solitarv  instance^  have  passed  a  most  severe  censure  oo  themselves. 

*  When  Bonaparte  read  some  ministerial  boasting,  *^  Pay  your  bank  notes 
\n  ^old/^  said  the  shrewed  usurper,  **  then  I  shall  beueve  you  really  prosper.'! 
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impartial  Tiet7  of  the  subject,  morally  bad,  enabling  engagements 
to  be  fulfilled  between  parties  on  terms  certainly  not  contemplated 
at  the  time  of  the  bargain,  and  therefore  exercises  an  authority  to 
arbitrate  accounts  between  debtor  and  creditor,  with  whom  the 
public  have  no  concern  $  by  which  one  loses  what  the  other  gains, 
and  by  no  act  Of  their  own.  In  order  to  set  this  matter  in  a  clear 
light,  we  will  suppose,  for  example,  by  the  effect  of  the  restriction, 
in  round  numbers,  the  change  for  a  one  pound  note  is  twenty 
shillings,  and  for  a  sovereign  thirty  in  the  market*  I  had  in  com, 
the  value  of  which  was  yesterday  2000/.,  to  day  3000/*  I  owe 
as  much,  and  am  just  clear  of  the  world.  Had  I  made  arrange- 
ments with  my  creditors  yesterday,  I  should  still  be  1000/.  in  their 
debt ;  but,  thanks  to  the  restriction,  I  am  exonerated  from  any 
claims  upon  me  by  an  <<  ex  post  facto''  law,  and  my  creditors  are 
defrauded. 

Then  how  was  it  with  the  public  creditor  ?  His  income  was 
virtually  reduced  while  his  dividends  were  paid  in  paper,  by  the 
rise  in  the  markets  proportioned  to  the  depreciations  in  the  cur- 
rency. Nor  did  the  base  paper  which  he  received,  or  the  base 
manner  in  which  he  was  deprived  of  any  redress,  establish  his 
confidence. in  public  faith.  In  this  instance,  as  well  as  what  rela- 
ted to  the  income  tax,  as  affecting  funded  property,  whether  be- 
longing to  absentees  or  not,  the  public  creditor  could  not  feel 
himself  otherwise  than  at  least  disappointed,  after  all  the  metho- 
distical  Cant  by  which  his  interest  had,  above  all  others,  been  attemp- 
ted to  be  supported ;  both  these  acts  operated  therefore  in  violation 
of  a  principle  pretended  to  be  held  sacred; 

But,  in  the  second  place,  we  had  proposed  to  consider  the  imme*- 
diate  consequence  of  this  measure ;  and  it  should  be  understood 
particularly  to  relate  to  how  far  the  revenue  has  been  virtually  in- 
creased by  returning  to  cash  payments.  And  of  this  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  in  the  proportion  above  described  of  three  to  two.  There- 
fore, before  we  carry  the  justification  of  ministers  through  the 
whole  piece,  as,  they  pretend  it  originated  in  tliemselves,  let  us 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire,  whether,  in  their  furor  for  reductions, 
they  have  manifested  their  "  resolute  purpose^*  to  arrive  at  this 
deurable  object,  by  eagerly  embracing  so  favorable  a  moment  for 
lessening  the  public  burdens  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  difference 
between  taxes  received  in  gold  or  in  the  depreciated  currency. 
The  return  to  cash  payments  approaching,  and  being  provided  for, 
gold  became  of  the  same  value  as  the  paper  which  represented  it. 
In  short,  when  government  received  twenty  shillings  in  the  form 
ef.taxes,  it  was  no  longer  twenty  shillings  of  a  mere  nominal,  but 
of  an  effective  value,  so  materially  was  the  revenue  improved.  Te^, 
in  spite  of  i^conomy,  the  succeeding  year  of  1 820  was  ushered  hi 
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^th  an  increaaed  ilemaad  cm  tbe  f^iddic  of  S00fiQ0l.j  as  the  total 
amomit  of  the  ordinary  senrke  and  the  total  supply  experienced  no 
(Senttble  diminution.  The  ways  and  means  were  the  same,  and 
therefore  required  the  same  animadversion,  and  a  double  sense  of 
obloquy,  on  the  part  of  those  capable  of  inquiring  into  their  merits  ^ 
and,  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  they  hare  the  efirontery  to 
introduce  the  ways  and  means  of  diis  year  as  no  other  than  die 
tisual  manner  of  proceeding,  diough  the  last  year  was  the  first,  and 
she  present  but  tiie  eecond  attempt  of  die  kind,  in  appropriating  the 
linking  fund. 

We  have  litde  to  remark  jon  1820,  as  they  appear  only  to  hare 
Tetnmed  to  the  estimate  of  1818,  with  this  simple  difierence,  that 
they  (thott^  proper  to  apply  an  addtdonal  nnllion  of  the  said  fund 
iDirer  the  hat  and  preceding  year,  viz.  thirteen  millions. 

In  proceeding  at  last  to  a  more  general  view  of  the  subject  before 
«s,  we  shall  agree  most  oordiaUy  in  granting,  that  at  the  ccmclusion 
of  die  war  our  forces  were  great  and  complicated  ^  that  officers 
and  men  deserved  well  of  their  country ;  and  that  ^  at  the  end  of 
no  former  war  were  such  establishments  to  be  reduced,  and  so  many 
soldiers  and  sailors  to  be  thrown  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try/' But  what  is  the  natural  inference  to  oe  drawn  ?  Can  any 
thing  appear  more  a  matter  of  course,  in  answer  to  this  part  of  the 
subject,  than  the  larger  the  pitcher  die  more  can  be  spared  ?  Let 
the  quandty  be  measured  out  which  can  be  spared,  as  the  enormity 
of  the  ezpaises  incurred  during  the  war  requkes  no  less  than  suit- 
able reducdons  at  the  peace. 

On  the  contrary,  we  are  taught  to  believe  in  the  urgent  necessity 
of  continuing  a  certain  extended  scale  of  expense,  on  the  absurd 
ground,  « that  innovation  is  already  at  work  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope.' 

The  charge  is  too  true ;  the  danger  imminent.  But  to  whom 
can  we  attribute  it,  to  the  people  or  their  government  ?  Will 
troops  preserve  tranquillity ;  or,  oppressed  like  the  people,  and  of 
die  same  species,  fraternize  with  tnem,  and  achieve  the  consolida- 
don  of  their  power  ?  What  is  the  end  of  dvil  government,  but 
strength  and  security  for  every  individual  under  the  empire  of  laws, 
inframing  which  both  die  soldier  and  die  cidaen  enjoy  their  full  share. 

■  lUbellion  is  when  bands  of  men  vitbin  a  state  oppose  themselves  with 
violence  to  the  general  will,  as  implied  or  expressed  by  the  public  aunhority. 
But  the  sense  of  a  whole  people,  peaceably  coUecte(}^  and  operatinz  by  its 
natural  and  certain  effect  upon  the  public  counsel,  is  not  rebellion,  but  the 
parent  of  authority  itself.  Reform  in  the  commons  of  parliament  might  be 
obtained  by  that  which  must  and  will  in  the  end  obtain  every  thing  from 
any  government,  however  constituted,  the  slow,  gradw|l»  w  progress!^ 
diect  of  public  opinion.— iSee  Lord  Er^kine  on  the  So^e  Triak, 
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The  cultivatorgtilAef 8  fruit  in  Ibe  ripening  Mason ;  Ae^t&ghu 
eneU  statesman  does  the -same  ^th  ref&rmationitt^  gfowingmit 
Of  an  improring'order  of  things.  Obstruct ^or  accdenite  its  natu- 
ral progress,  'innmxiiion  follows,  like  fruit  'not  .gatfiered  'kmdue 
season.  .The  'one  nay  'be  compared  'to  a  wholeaome  and  nourish- 
installment,  greedily  ^devoured 'by  the  people  to  ^«atisfy  die^melio- 
rating  conditioni  and  taste  of  society;  the  other  thecause  of  the 
destruction  of  a  barrier  diosen  for  its  defence, 'under  cohflieting 
elements  WhidisepanHie' a  people  from  its  government. 

Refoffndtimy  owing  -to  -tfiat  natural  and  uninterrupted  ^ream^c^ 
gradual  hKgnrorement  ^hich  'takes  place  -in  human  afeirs,  ^ew 
and  florished  'under  British  -protection  in  North  America ;  but, 
neglected  to  be  gathered,  became  irmomtion^  and  fdl  like-decayed 
fruit  from' the  tree.  It  has  been  the  same  ^th  the  SpaniA  anfl 
Portuguese 'Settlements :  and-howe?er  these  'ConvulsiTe-morements 
m  the  order  of  nature  may  «ventudlly  conduct  to  the  most  tmper- 
tant  ends,'  it  becomes'  our  short-sighted  Tiews  of  the  administration 
of  human  dfiairs  xarefuUy  and  assiduously  'to  avoid  prectpices'; 
tfao^igfaj  under  the^dispensations  of  an  all-> wise  Providence, 'we  may 
plange'ooTselves  and  others -into  a  calm. 

itisf  happy  if  ,great  changes  in  civil  institutians. are  broughtabout, 
without  so  :Kir  separating,  in  the  minds  of  individuals,  a  «ense  6f 
ittterest  fromtbat  of  duty,  as*  to  produce  a  ^atC'Of  weaiknes6,'to 
urtii^'in  ^uch  a  casetfaey  must -momentarily  tettd,providing^eer- 
tdn  incentives  to  evil,  and  hiding  places  for  the  guilty. 

The  peninsula  of  Europe  has  experienced  at  least ^some  ^ades 
of  suffering  in  these  respects;  but  on  the  whole,  in  a  genorall 
view,  presents  to' kings  and  their  mniisters  a  lesson  of  experience, 
superiorto  any  example  hitherto  set  before  them.  The  Teflectii^ 
part  of  these  Idngdoms,  obedient  to  the  seasons,  are  happily  conduct- 
ing,'by  gigantic  strides,  through  the  lights  of  our  day,  these  people 
to  a  prudentocburse ;  and  witfi  a  dignified  moderation,  becoming 
true  loyalty  ;^  th^y  are  attempting  to  preserve  the  authority  of  their 
diief8,lBattering  themselves  with  the  cheerful  hope,  boiwever  dis- 
tant,'th^ancient  prejudices  may  be  abandoned,  to  give  place  to 
die  united  power,  moderarion,  apd  security  of  states.  These 
dianges,  arynonimous  with  r^j^^mto/fdn,  are  natural  in  their  course'; 
but  when  interfered  with  by  the  most  skilful  afftisan»  its  certain 


'>rhe^)aid.iFrfi»chi«ord  ^IciwMk^^  v»fi  tot  ;vatrpdiM$^e4  t9  i)6i»y  |he  ad- 
j))iBjse9^.^rQtor^8  itt^  FUrai^  afleir:]?i$  Juter-inarriaee  with  .He^orl^Ua  qi 
lEraoc^,.)^  ^sfi]fyhj^rfdix^  ipyiplable  attachment  and  iucli^les  the'^'^uand 
inSme^  \fi  the  luodero'  lexicon  of' that  natioti.  We  woiiAd  be  undert tbdd  -fo 
*f]se  tt  Iff  its  geheraKacceptaiien^— an'^ial^itu^l  'attachment  to  the.  authority  df 
-oorifciafs. 
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consequence  is  the  annihilation  of  the  throne.  And  we  shall 
further  remark)  that  it  is  among  the  many  consolations^  provided 
for  by  the  frame-work  of  civil  society^  that  it  instructs  us  of  this 
imperious  truth}  that  if  any  thing  exceeds  the  inward  satisfactioa 
arising  from  a  gentle  exercise  of  power,  armed  with  justice,  m 
LingSiit  is  the  spontaneous  manifestation  of  gratitude  in  their  peo- 
ple. How.  differently  are  our  feelings  awakened  by  the  iron  sceptre 
held  over  tiie  com  fields  of  Poland,  and  the  cradle  of  the  arts. 
Ultras  may  f(Mrge  fetters,  and  despise  the  inward  man,  not  yet 
•ttbject  to  their  control ;  and  though  we  see  them  industriously  at 
•work,  their  empire  will  be  shorty  under  existing  circumstances. 
,This.  we  presume,  by  a  generous  reader,  will  hardly  be  thought 
extnmeous  matter,  unfit  to  be  introduced  ;  but  we  will  return  to 
the  task  we  had  more  immediately  imposed  upon  ourselves. 

la  considering  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  commerce,  the 
navigation,  the  manufactures,  the  internal  trade,  considered  as  a 
whole,  and  not  in  detail^  ministers,  or  rather  the  brilliant  pen  of 
their  advocate,  has  drawn  a  most  animating  picture,  perhaps  with 
few  exceptions  a  true  one,  of  public  prosperity.  For  though  he 
has  looked  up  many  avenues  of  beautiful  perspective  with  Hers- 
dieU's  magnifying  powers,  there  are  more  of  these  avenues,  to 
which  his  attention  has  never  been  drawn.  But  however  narrow 
may  have  been  the  scale  of  his  observations,  we  see,  under  the  heads 
here  enumerated,  <<that  our  funds  of  commerce  and  industry 
exist  in  the  same  vigor  and  integrity  as  during  the  war ;"  that 
the  cotton  manufactures  alone,  which  may  be  taken  as  a  broad  ex- 
ample, constituting  in  themselves  more  than  half  our  foreign  expor- 
tation trade,  have  increased  from  seventeen  to  twenty-three  milli- 
ons ;  and  it  is  but  fair  and  candid  to  admit,  which  we  cheerfully 
do,  that  if  these  general  statements  bear  them  out  under  a  closer 
mvestigation,  they  are  the  more  extraordinary,  from  a  gradual  and 
unprecedented  diminution  of  prices,  felt  as  affecting  every  article 
of  trade- 

We  are  prepared  to  contemplate  an  inexhaustible  source  of  ex- 
ultation, in  our  future  prospects ;  which  feeling  must  animate  the 
breiast  of  every  Englishman  proud  of  his  country.  In  the  hope> 
that  the  conveniences  and  comforts,  to  be  enjoyed  down  to  the 
:  lowest,  may  answer  to  the  most  sanguine  expectations,  under  the 
protection  of  wholesome  laws,  and  less  profusion  and  excess  in 
the  habits  of  those  looked  up  to,  as  examples  to  others. 

To  what  can  we  attribute  this  happy  condition  of  things  ?  Cer- 
tainly, hot  to  a  narrow,  time-serving  policy,  but  to  the  people  as  a 
mass ;  to  a  high  state  of  refinement  as  respects  the  sciences  and 
the  artSy  which  directs  not  only  our  war  tacdcs  i  but,  above  all, 
that  enterprising  spirit  as  to  general  concerns,  which  eveiry  where 
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preraib ;  in  shorty  the  genius  of  the  age  in  which  we  live  §  so 
proud  aft  eiAitience>  when  it  acquires  a  certain  consistency)  inor^as^ 
68  by  an  improving  ratio.  Greece  and  Rome  were  examples  of 
it.  In  shorts  there  is  a  principle  continually  operating,  which  can- 
not fail  to  Weaken  the  effects  of  an  illiberal  policy,  to  which,  if 
not  thoroughly  watched^  men  are  too  oft^n  tending  when  invested 
with  power* 

Adam  Smith  has  well  explained  it,  <<  that  the  habitual  efforts  of 
every  individual  to  better  his  own  condition,  when  suffered  to  exert 
itself  with  freedom  and  security,  is  so  powerful  a  principle,  that  it 
is  alone,  and  without  any  assistance,  not  only  capable  if  carrying 
on  .the  society  to  wealth  and  prosperity,  but  of  surmounting  a  nun- 
dred  impertinent  obsbcuctions,  with  which  die  fblly  of  human  laws 
too  ofosn  incumbers  its  operations  i  diough  the  effect  of  these  ob- 
fitnicttons  is  always  more  or  less  either  to  encroach  upon  its  free- 
dom or  to  diminish  its  security." 

In.  short,  the  flame  of  intellect  disseminates  sd  vivid  a  light 
through  the  atmosphere  of  these  realms,  as  to  leave  us  assurances^ 
that  we  may  be  guided  even  through  the  rather  discouraging  ob- 
lerrataona  which  conclude  this  pan  of  the  subject 

They  say  <<  it  is*  notorious,  that  the  accumulated  stock  of  our 
ManufacturerBand  merchants  has  diminished  at  least  thirty  per  cent., 
and  diat  a  capitalist,  who  ten  years  since  was  worth  20,000Z.  in 
the  value  of  his  stock  in  hand,  is  now  not  worth  14,000Z.  ^  or^  t^ 
adopt  a  popular  term,  has  suffered  an  extinction  of  a  third." 

Evils  are  not  without  their  compensation  and  grace  to  lessons 
of  experietKe.  Ministers  are  become  more  moderate  in  their  views^ 
notwithscinding  the  zenith  of  power  on  which  this  country  is  seat* 
ed }  they  confidently  assert,  "  that  the  system  of  loans  and  new 
taxes  has  reached  its  termination ;  that  we  are  now  living  upon 
oar  income^  and  are  in  condition  yearly  of  redeeming  some  part  of 
a  mortgage^  which  undoubtedly  presses  heavily  on  the  industry  of 
he  people.*^ 

As  to  the  latter  observation,  certain  rapacious  hands  have  applied 
the  substance  and  left  only  the  shadow,  provided  for  this  object^ 
bv  their  predecessors  in  office,  in  the  instance  of  the  sinking  fund, 
tne  inviolabitity  of  which  had  been  established  for  years  as  a  prin* 
ciple,  and  from  which  they  had  pledged  themselves  never  to  depart. 
Can  it  be  necessary  to  explain  so  simple  a  proposition^  that  the  only 
way  to  pay  off  is  to  lessen  the  debt  ?  That  to  pay  one  and  borrow 
four  is  not  paying,  but  borrowing  three ;  a  system  of  mischievous 
jobs,  by  iH^uch  the  flriends  of  ministers,  and  ministers  themselves^ 
command  the  markets,  at  the  expense  of  opening  a  dangerous  door 
to  corruption,  by  which  crowds  of  hungry  mouths  gain  admis- 
rion,  and  gape  for  food^  gathered  from  the  spoils  of  their  country^ 
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To  conclude^  we  find  in  the  appendix  the  most  absurd  boasting, 
as  to  "  the  wonder  of  wonders  ofwonder^^  introduced  by  thechan- 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  into  his  new  system,  <<  namely,  to  meet 
the  expenditure  of  the  year  by  the  actual  money  income,  without 
the  aid  of  loans,  or  new  raxes  \  but  to  maintain  the  sinking  fund  of 
five  milliods,  and  with  that  amount,  increased  by  gradual  reduc- 
tion in  the  expenditure,  and  by  the  progressive  productiveness  of 
the  sources  of  the  revenue,  to  operate  from  time  to  time  in  the 
money  market,  in  buying  up,  exchanging,  and  reducing  the  pub- 
lic stocks,  iso  as  to  reduce  the  capital  debt  from  a  higher  to  a  lower 
denomination  of  stock." 

What  more  is  implied  in  this  unmeaning  waste  of  words,  than 
meeting  the  expenditure  without  the  aid  of  loans;  and,  leaving  a 
very  minute  portion  of  the  sinking  fund  to  operate  as  formerly  ? 
Why  take  from  the  merit  of  the  ministers  of  George  the  First, 
and  the  last  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick  in  whose  reign 
government  adopted  this  first  part  of  what  Mr,  Vansittart  vainly 
calls  <<  his  new  system,*'  and  religiously  adhered  to  it,  as  long  as  it 
continued,  during  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  without  ever 
troubling  themselves  with  the  law  or  equity  of  the  case,  whether 
children  collectively,  any  more  than  individually,  are  bound  "^to  pay 
^he  debts  of  their  fathers  ?  As  to  the  rest  of  this  grand  system, 
this  dereliction  of  principle,  it  entirely  originates  with  themselves  : 
the  gre^t  besom  with  which  they  clear  out  the  corners  of  the  trea- 
sury, without  sweeping  them  absolutely  clean. 

To  illustrate  this  by  an  example.  The  only  general  principle 
of  finance,  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  sagacity  of  the  present 
government,  and  acted  upon  up  to  this  day  (for  as  to  the  future, 
they  confidently  assert  that  it  cannot  be  pursued),  is  comprehended 
in  the  spirit  of  the  late  measure  for  providing  for  the  pension  list, 
to  drive  off  the  evil  day,  to  extend  the  periods  of  our  payments, 
and  to  leave  as  little  as  they  decently  can  for  the  liquidation  of  the 
debt :  whereas,  not  "  an  income  tax"  which  they  were  forced  to 
abandon,  but  a  property  tax,  properly  so  denominstted,  rated  on 
capital,  and  not  on  the  industry  and  rising  spirit  of  the  country, 
is  now  without  exception  admitted  among  all  ranks  to  be  the  fair- 
est ia  its  principle  of  any  impost  whatever,  on  every  possible 
ground,  and  would  meet  all  the  exigencies  of  the  state  in  peace  or 
in  war,  under  certain  regulations,  and  established  on  a  principle  of 
accumulating  ratio,  on  a  geometrical  scale.  This  has  been  fully 
explained  by  the  writer  in  a  publication  which  has  appeared  in 
different  forms,  and  particularly  in  the  Month(y  Magazine  of  June, 

1820,  page  4526.' 

-        .  ♦ . . 

'  Nearly  half  the  revenue  of  France  arises  from ''  l'iaip6t  fonci^re/^  being 

a  property  tax,  equally  on  all  lands,  houses,  manufaciuries,  and   every 
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The  system  of  finance,  under  the  wiser  administration  of  men 
dear' to  their  country,  Mr.  Fox,  and  after  him  Mr.  Percival,  was, 
boldly  to  face  the  enemy,  instead  of  shrinking  from  their  duty; 
and  if  the  demands  upon  the  revenue  were  ever  so  great,  it  is  ad- 
mitted, that  they  had  determined  **  to  raise  as  much  as  possible  of 
the  total  expenciiture  within  the  year.'' 

Whoever  administers  the  a£Fairs  of  Great  Britain  must  now,  at 
bst,  profit  by  following  their  illustrfous  example ;  as  those  gentle- 
men now  in  power'  do  not  conceal  the  truth,  when  having  at  last 
«  confidently  asserted,  that  the  system  of  loans  has  reached  its  ter- 
mination." '.' 

Had  they  sooner  been  convinced  of  their  error  the  debt  would 
havebeenno  further  increased  by  their  means.  We  should  have  been 
living  all  along,  as  they  at  length  pretend  we  are  now  doing,  on 
our  income,  or  rather  revenue  ,'  which,  unfortunately,  however, 
they  require  should  be  on  an  ample  scale.  For,  a  nondescript  or- 
der of  beings  in  themselves,  without  any  extraordinary  redundancy 
of  talent,  illustrious  birth,  or  even  fair  character,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  places,  they  have  too  many  powerful  friends  to  concili- 
ate in  the  money  market,  to  observe  a  strict  economy  in  the  public 
service. 

There  is,  however,  one  solitary  question,  lately  too  much  agitated 
apart  from  general  principles,  on  which  it  is  but  bare  justice  to 
say  they  have  manfully  supported  the  dignity  of  the  country,  in 
opposing  the  short-signted  views  of  their  country  friends,  whose 
liberal  ideas,  if  any  they  possess,  must  wholly  be  attributed  to  the 

species  of  rent,  except  interest  of  money  -,  and  we  never  see  a  finger  held 
up  agsunst  it. 

At  Hamburgh,  every  inhabitant  was  obliged  to  pay  to  the  state  one  fourth 
per  rent,  of  all  that  he  possessed,  and  as  the  wealth  of  the  people  of  Ham- 
burgh consists  principally  in  stock,  this  tax  may  be  considered  as  a  tax 
upon  stock:  every  man  assesses  himself,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  magis- 
trate puts  annually  into  the  public  coffer  a  certain  sum  of  money,  which  he 
declares  upon  oath  to  be  oiie  fourth  per  cent,  of  all  that  he  possesses,  with- 
out declaring  what  it  amounts  to,  or  being  liable  to  examination  on  that 
subject.     This  tax  was  generally  supposed  to  be  paid  with  great  fidvlity. 

At  Zurich  the  law  ordered,  that  in  cases  of  necessity  every  one  should  be 
taxed  in  proportion  to  his  revenue,  the  amount  of  which  he  is  obliged  to 
declare  upon  oath. — Mdmoires  concernant  Us  Droits,  torn,  i,  p.  74,  163,  166, 
174. 

In  Holland,  soon  after  the  restoration  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the 
Stadtholdershipy^atax  of  two  percent,  or  the  fiftieth  penny,  as  it-was  caUed^ 
was  imposed  upon  the  whole  substance  of  every  artisan.  Every  citizen 
assessed  himself,  and  paid  his  tax  in  the  same  manner  as  at  Hamburgh,  and 
it  was  generally  supposed  to  have  been  paid  with  great  fidelity. — Adam 
Smith,  vol.  iii. 

'  For  experience  has  taught  us,  as  in  the  years  1813, 1814,  and  1815,  tbe 
revenue  might  exceed  the  income. 
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cocapitny  they  keep..  Ministers, havi»  shown  thetnsehres  disponed 
to  despise  so  meddliiig  a  spirit,  by  the  tipathy  ^y  have  ekhibitedy 
in  turning  nearly  a  deaf  ear  to  their  remonstrances*  Is  Hot  it  (My 
to  conceive^  that  the  pressure  of  taxation^  or  diTers  other  evils^ 
bear  in  die  main  harder  upon  the  farmer  than  his  neighbours? 
The  produce  of  a  farm  must  calculate  employment  of  capital^  a 
Kring  profit,  wear  and  tear,  as  weU  as  labor  and  other  charges, 
including  poor's  rates  and  tithes,  before  the  rent  can  be  estimated  ; 
and  this  alone  wUl  establish  the  just  value  of  the  land.  If  a  land- 
lord receives  more,  neither  the  laws  of  God  or  nature  will  justify 
him  in  so  doing,  and  the  onus  will  not  fall  where  it  ought.  On 
the  contrary,  if  he  rest  contented  with  what  in  all  reason  is  his  due, 
the  farmer  and  his  family  are  not  oppressed  by  him.  The  agri^ 
culturist  has  always  a  source  of  consolation  peculiar  to  his  own 
case — ^he  rests  on  the  powerful  arm  of  his  landlord,  who  ou^t  to 
live  so  far  within  his  means  as  to  be  capable  of  assisting  him. 

Doing  what  has  been  equivalent  to  reducing  his  assessed  taites 
to  the  half,  is,  after  this  manner  of  reasoning,  no  other  than  a  bonus 
to  the  landlord.  It  would  not  have  been  too  much  to  have  ceded 
die  whole,  in  common  with  the  other  classes,  who  are  at  least 
equally  oppressed  by  them. 

But  further,  as  the  pamphlet  which  we  confine  ourselves  to  an- 
swer, terminates  with  a  few  observations  on  this  said  agricultural 
distress,  without  contemplating  any  adequate  measures  of  relief,  it 
shall  not  be  said  that  the  cause  is  entirely  abandoned ;  for  we,  who 
profess  to  feel  as  the  nation,  have  devoted  a  third  chapter  exclu- 
sively to  this  subject ;  and,  if  it  were  not  too  presuming,  promise 
ourselves  we  have  pointed  out  the  source  of  the  evil,  and  with  a 
double  dash  of  the  pen  provided  the  simplest  means  of  remedy  for 
what  the  landlord  himself  may  be  supposed  to  suffer  from  low 
prices. 

CHAPTER  II. 

FINANCE  (continued). 

The  preface  implies,  that  our  purpose  in  this  place  is  to  consider 
the  subject  in  a  more  confined  sense,  as  it  relates  to  matters  of 
account.  Our  attention  is  immediately  directed,  by  the  work  be  - 
fore  us,  to  <^  what  reductions  have  been  made  by  his  majesty's 
ministers  in  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  country,  from  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  to  the  present  period."  In  so  doing,  we  have 
thought  It  best.  In  order  to  save  trouble  to  the  reader,  to  comprise, 
in  the  form  of  the  following  Table,  a  succinct  view  of  each  year 
respectively,  collected  from  what  the  author  has  diffused  through 
his  several  pages.    And  the  gross  and  palpable  errors  to  be  af- 


il]  on  ^  stats  of  th^  Nalhn  m  I62i.  2t 

terwards  pointed  out,  hy  comparing  thek  «wn  statements  a&  ber^ 
exhibited,  can  hardly  be  believed,  by  people  the  least  cOQVer&^nt 
in  the  nature  of  accounts,  and  accuracy  required  in  laying  them 
officially  before  the  public.  We  shall  bring  to  our  assistance  no 
documents  not  referred  to  in  the  work  itself.  Our  object  is  skn- 
ply  to  point  out,  as  okrioushr  as  we  can,  the  extravagance  of  tlieir 
own  contradictkms,  some  of  which  afe  really  too  manilest  not  to 
beiaoputed  to  design.  Aa  to  the  Table  itself,  excepting  ^s  to 
what  appears  in  IktUcs^  each  artkk  wiU  be  found  faithfully  eaB-> 
tracted  finora  the  work  ih  question. 

TABLE.-- 1816. 

•I 

p,  l^  Thj^  supply  of  the  army  W4&  takeia  at  10j^5iS4',OQOZ,  i 
navy  9i4r9Q,0OOZ. ;  ordoance  exceeded  1,500,0002.;,  misceUaoies 
had  been  estimated  at  2,500,000/.  p.  47.  The  'total  of  the  or- 
dinary expenditure  (for  army,  Jiavy,  ordnance,  and  miscellaneous) 
was  24,887,000,  btit  which  is  loo  muchy  upon  adding  these  sums 
kgeiker,  hy  neat^  a  m^Hon^  p.  17.  We  find  die  wholo .  sup- 
p^  of  the  year  2*7,000,000/. 

1817- 

p.  18*  The  army  was  taken  at  a  small  excess  above  9,000,000/. : 
(p.  23>it  had  been  ^,080,000/. :  navy  was  reduced  to  6,000,000/. : 
but  (p.  ^4)  we  read  the  supply  was  7,596,^000/.,  which  included  a 
turn  for  the  reduction  oi  the  navy  debt  r  this  certain^  requires 
a  tittle  more  explanation,  p.  19.  Ordnance,  from  exceeding 
1,500,000?.  was  reduced  by  nearly  half  a  million ;  while  (p.  24)  we 
find  the  ordnancewas  1,270,000/.  p.  19.  Miscellanies  were  re- 
duced to  1,700,000/. :  however,  in  p.  24  we  read  they  were 
1,795^000/.,  and  that  the  total  of  the  supply  for  these  four  branches 
had  beea  a  small  excess  above  20,000,000/.  T^is  dpes  not  cor- 
respond ;Jbr  taking  the  nary  as  stated  one 'way y  the  total  is  no  more 
than  11, 965 ftOOLy  and  the  other  1:9,56 1,000/.  p.  19.  The  total 
supply  was  a  small  excess  above  22fiOOfiO0L 

IS^l^ 

p.  24,  The  army  was.  8*900,000/,  p.  30.  The  supply  takea 
for  the  army  was  8,970iOQQ/.  p.  24  and  30.  Navy  was,  6^456,000^., 
ordnance  1,245,P0Q/.^  miscellanies  l,72O,P00/. ;,  which  niakeai'n  the 
whole  18,391,000/.  In  this  we  do  not  vary  very  much,  for  thejj 
call  it  (p.  24  and  47)  a  small  excess  above  18,000,000/. ;  and  which^ 
/A^  «ay,  makes  a  saving  of  nearly  2,000,000/.  upon  the  former 
year.   In  thif,  however^  it  must  be  seen  we  differ  veiy  widely  indeed. 
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p«  46.   The  total  of  the  ordinary  and  extraordinary  supply  was 
20,900>000Z. 

1819. 

p.  80  and  41.  The  army  was  8,900,000/.  p.  SO.  Navy, 
6,486,000/.  5  bujt  (p.  41)  had  been  6,400,000/.  p.  80.  Ordnance  di- 
minished to  1,191,000/.  ;  but  (p.  41)  had  been  only  1,190,000/. 
p.  81.  Miscellanies  were  1,950,000/.;  but  (p.  41)  on  making  up 
the  account  for  the  year  were  a  small  excess  beyond  2,000,000/. ; 
which  several  sums  may  be  fairly  taken  as  a  whole  at  18,527|000/., 
with  which  they  agree  nearly ^  calling  it  (p.  81)  a  small  excess  above 
18,400,000/.  They  state  also  (p.  41),  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
annual  ordinary  service  of  the  year  had  been  20,400,000/.  and  a 
small  fraction ;  and  the  whole  sum  to  be  raised  for  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  service  was  a  small  excess  above  80,000,000/. 

1820. 

p.  41.  The  army  was  9,500,000/. ;  but  (p.  45)  it  was  this  and 
a  fraction^  Navy  6,500,000/.  and  a  fraction,  p.  41.  Ordnance 
had  been  1,190,000/.,  and  was  this  yearnearJy  the  same;  whereas 
(p.  45)  it  had  been  nearly  1,200,000/.  p.  41.  Miscellanies  were 
■2,500,000/. ;  though  (p.  45)  we  read  2,400,000/.  and  a  fraction. 
Therefore  they  are  nearly  correct  in  saying  (p.  44)  that  the  total 
fo^r  the  four  ordinary  divisions  of  the  annual  expenditure  had  ex- 
ceeded 19,600,000/.  The  total  supply  (p.  41),  including  a  sum 
for  the  reduction  of  the  unfunded  debt,  was  29,700,000/. ;  (p.  44) 
when  making  up  the  accounts  of  the  year  appeared  to  be 
80,000,000/. 

1821. 

p.  45.  The  army  was  taken  at  8,700,000/. ;  navy  6,500,000/. 
apd  a  fraction;  ordnance  1,195,000/.;  miscellanies  1,90.0,000/.; 
amounting  in  the  whole,  as  they  say  (p.  44),  to  18,000,000/. 
{though  it  is  something  more) ;  and  in  this  year  it  seems  the  total 
supply  did  not  exceed  20,000,000/. ;  a  reduction  of  demand,  as  they 
say,  on  the  resources  of  the  country,  of  10,000,000/.  How  does 
this  appear,  when  we  have  shown,  from,  their  own  statements  (p. 
19),  that  the  total,  supply  for  the  year  1817  was  but  a  small  excess 
above  22,000,000/.,  and  (p.  46)  the  total  of  the  ordinary  and  ex- 
tpordinary  supply  for  1818  was  but  20,900,000/.  ?  Had  they  not 
stfttedthis  simple  sum  of  10,000,000/.,  as  a  reduction  of  demand 
'gfsnerally  on  the  resources  of  the  country,  but  on  the  increased  ex- 
penditure of  the  year  immediately  preceding,  consequent  on  the 
glorious  epoch  of  the  coronation  of  his  present  majesty,  the  matter 
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tmuld  he  better  understood^  and  less  surprise  excited  among  his 
loyal  subjects. 

Now  for  an  impartial  examination  into  this  account,  as  com- 
pared with  their  deductions. 

1.  p.  18.  The  supply  of  the  army  for  the  first  year,  1816, 
was  taken  at  10,564,000/. ;  in  1817  at  a  small  excess  beyond 
9,000,000?.  This  loose  estimate,  however,  explains  itself  (p.  23)  by 
stating  what  the  supply  really  was  viz.  9,080,000/.  From  which 
it  is  pretended,  going  back  to  p.  18,  that  a  reduction  was  effected 
of  nearly  2,000,000/. ;  by  some  new  rule  of  subtraction,  certainly 
not  according  to  Cocker,  unless  1,484',000/.  comes  so  near  the 
amount  as  hardly  to  make  any  important  difference  in  the  busi- 
ness of  finance. 

2.  In  referring  to  the  same  page,  we  find  the  supply  of  the  navy 
for  the  year  1817  was  reduced  to  6,000,000/. ;  but  on  proceeding 
to  p.  24f,  the  supply  had  increased  to  7,596,000/.,  which  included 
a  sum  for  the  reduction  of  the  navy  debt ;  and  that  in  1818  it  was 
6,4?56,000/.,  inferring  a  saving  of  nearly  a  million.  Now  the  gene- 
rality of  faur  readers,  if  in  their  right  senses,  would  certainly  have 
made  the  comparison  with  the  net  sum  referred  to  in  the  former 
page,  rather  than  to  a  sum  comprising  an  extraneous  charge  upon 
it ;  and  what  in  such  case  would  be  the  natural  conclusion  ?  That, 
instead  of  a  saving  of  nearly  one  million,  there  was  an  increase  of 
nearly  half  a  million. 

In  showing  progressive  reductions  from  year  to  year,  the  rule 
prescribed  is,  mat  the  sum  deducted  from  trie  first  year  is  the  sum 
from  which  the  third  year  is  to  be  deducted.  See  therefore  three 
successive  years  in  their  statement  of  the  supply  for  the  navy. 

p.  18.     J816  was  taken  at  .     .     .     .     .£.9,434,000 

1817  was  reduced  to 6,000,000 

p.  24.     1818  was 6,456,000 

and  nothing  Is  more  clear,  than  that  an  increase  in  this  department 
of  456,000/.  followed  the  reduction  which  took  place  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

But  view  this  determination  to  embarrass  the  question  in  ano- 
ther light.  P.  24  we  read,  "in  the  navy,  the  supply  for  1817. 
was  7,596,000/.,  which  included  a  sum  for  the  reduction  of  the 
navy  debt.  In  1818  it  was  6,456,000/.,  being,  as  they  say,  a 
saving  of  nearly  one  million  in  the  navy.''  Hence,  independent 
of  the  sum  appropriated  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  the  supply 
must  certainly  have  been,  for  the  year  1817,  nearly  one  million 
more  than  the  succeeding  year,  ox  nearly  7j456,000/.  But  why 
so,  when  in  p.  18  we  find  it  had  been  reduced  to  6,000,000/,  ? 
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To  show,  by  an  attifmpt  to  mislead,  that  the  redaction  in  this  year 
uas  greater  than  the  reality  by  a  million  and  a  half, 

3.  We  come  to  examine  tne  unaccountable  falsity  of  the  de- 
claration made  (p.  24),  <Uhat  for  the  year  16fI7)  the  total  of  these 
four  braqches  of  th.^  expenditure  (viz.  ^rmy,  navyi  ordnance,  and 
miscellanies)  had  been  a  sm^U  Qxces$  above  ^0,000,000/.  l^or  the 
year  1819  the  same  supply  was  a  sm^U  excess  above  18,000,000/., 
a  saving  pf  nearly  two  millipns  upon  the  former  ye^r."  What 
the  separate  articles  of  navy  and  ordnance  were  in  the  year  1817, 
^S  we  have  before  observed,  is  not  quite  SQ  clear  aa  the  subject  re- 
quires. But  as  to  the  one,  we  shall  adhere  to  their  statement  (p.  18), 
iiistead  of  involving  it  in  an  extraneous  charge,  which  appears  not 
to  belong  to  the  ordinary  annual  expenditure  of  these  departments  \ 
atul  as  to  the  other,  p.  19,  we  are  Ud  to  understand,  that  the  ord- 
nance for  1817  was  reduced  from  a  million  and  a  half  by  nearly 
half  a  million}  or  was  in  fact  about  a  million;  but  we  will  ^ive 
them  credit  for  its  being,  according  to  p.  24?f  1,270,000/,  See 
the  Table- 

1817.  '  1818. 

Army  .•••.♦  £.  9,080,000  ,..•••  £,  8,970,000 

Navy ...  • .. ..  .*  6,000,000 6,456,000 

Ordnance 1,270,000 1,245,000 

Miscellanies  ...  •   1,795,000 1,720,000 


nrv 


18,145,000  18,391,000 

18,145,000 


246,000 

So  tbatt  instead  of  a  saving  of  2,000,000/.,  these  totals,  deducted 
from  each  other,  leave  an  increase  of  246,000/. 

4.  p.  81.  They  say,  "the  aggregate  saving  on  the  whole  of 
die  estimates  in  the  account  of  the  year  1819  was  about  half  a 
million  ;*'  whereas,  according  to  the  several  items  enumerated  in 
dieir  preceding  page,  it  will  be  shown,  that,  instead  of  any  reduc- 
tion, it  presents  an  excess  of  86,000/.  See  the  detracts  from  the 
Table. 

1818.  1819. 

Army £,  8,970,000 £.  8,900,000 

Navy 6,456,000 6,436,000 

Ordnance 1,245,000 ]  ,191,000 

Miscellanies  ....  1,720,000 1,950,000 


I8,391;000  18,477,000 


ii]  on  the  Stale  of  the  Natimt  in  laii.  t& 

Rut  tf  w«  allpw,  instead  c^  l,950,000t  for  the  year  1819^' 
uQd^F  die  article  of  miscellaniea*  as  here  statedi  that  the  real 
^ajipvipt  wa9  a  small  excess  beyond  2>O0O»0O0/.)  as  we  find,  in  fu> 
41,  the  augmentatiQa  on  the  general  estimate  over  the  preceding 
jei^r  equals  ^t  least  2Q0i,(X)QLf  or  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of. 
excess,  instead.of  half  a  million  of  reduction.  How  it  can  havft 
been  thought  prudent  to  send  forth  to  the  public  such  egregious 
errors  in  the  account,  remains  for  the  authorised  advocate  of 
ministers  to  explain.    .  . 

5.  We  are  not  teaching  arithmetic  to  chiUrep,  or  concerning 
ourselves  with  trifles :  the  finances  of  at  least  the  most  powerfidL 
empire  in  the  world,  the  annual  expenditure  of  which,  with  all 
their  boasted  economy,  has  exceeded  the  sum  total  of  all  the  other; 
states  of  Europe — it  is  this  we  are  contemplating,  apd  it  .isi 
this  which  they  have  pretended  fully  to  explain,  and  to  a  far- 
thing. In  the  conclusion  (p.  47)  let  us  see  how  far  this  demi- 
official  production  continues  to  answer  our  hopes  in  this  respect. 
They  confine  themselves  to  the  ordinary  expenditure  for  tha 
army,  navy,  ordnance,  and  miscelbnies.  The  total  for  1817  was 
20,OOd,O00Z.  This  varies  from  theit  statement  of  the  particular, 
items  (p.  24),  for  (see  the  Table)  taking  the  navy  at  th^  least,  it 
is  no  more  than  17,965,000/. ;  but  taking  it  at  the  most,  with  the 
sum  for  the  reduction  of  the  navy  debt,"  we  find  it  only  19,561,000/. 
p.  47.  They  say,  the  total  for  the  year  1818  was  a  small  excess 
above  18,000,000/. :  whereas,  if  we  consult  the  several  items  sepa* 
rately  (p.  30)  we  find  the  amount  to  be  18,391,000/. :  1819,  they 
say,  was  nearly  the  same.  In  fact,  according  to  their  own  aC'«. 
count  (p.  SO),  there  appears  only  an  increase  of  99,000/. :  there*, 
fore  we  proceed  to  1820  (p.  47),  which  they  call  a  small  excess 
above  19,000,000/.  Now  the  public  would  hardly  believe,  by 
turning  back  top.  41,  that  the  several  iteois  added  together  qomw 
plete  a  sum  above  19,600,000/.;  and  therefore^  that  this  small 
excess  reaches  600,000/. :  to  corroborate  which  (p.  44)  we  find 
they  agree  that  it  has  even  exceeded  this  amount,  for  (in  this 
page)^e  total  for  the  four  ordinary  divisions  of  the  annual  ex- 
penditure, the  army,  nai^,  ordQan<;e,  and  misoellanies,  had  ex^ 
oeeded  19,600,000/. 

6.  But  now  for  the  most  important  point  to  which  they  have- 
challenged  our  attention,  viz.  as  to  what  reductions  they  have 
made  progressiyely.  p.  47.  They  say,  a  spiail  addition  which 
took  place  in  1S20  was  thrown  off  the  following  year;  therefore^ 
it  should  seem  very  properly  to  appear,  that  they  profess  not  to* 
extend  the  ifierit  of  their  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation 
beyond  the  years  1817,  1818,  and  1819.  Let  us  extraqt  their 
own  words:  after  enumerating  the  total  amounts  of  the  expendi*' 
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ture  for  each  year  respectively,  they  say,  «<  being  a  reduction  in 
1817  of  5,000,000/.,  in  1818  of  2,000,000/.,  in  1819  of  the  same.*' 
Could,  therefore,  any  sober  man  in  England,  with  the  use  of  his 
vernacular  tongue,  understand  the  total  of  the  reductions  for  these 
three  years  to  be  less  than  9,000,000/.  ?  But,  on  the  contrary,  we 
shall  see  the  truth  by  referring  to  the  table  before  us. 

1816.  (p.  47)  We  find  the  total  to  be  24,887,000/. ; 
but  looking  to  p.   18,  in  adding  each  article,  the 

amount  is £.23,994,000 

1817.  (p.  24)  They  say,  the  total  supply  for 
these  four  branches  had  been  a  small  excess  above 
20,000,000/.  To  avoid  the  dispute  whether  the 
sum  for  the  reduction  of  the  navy  debt  belongs  to 

it  or  not,  we  take  it  as  such, 20,000,000 


Reduction  this  year 3,994,000 

.  1818.  Here  we  do  not  vary  very  much,  for  they 
call  the  total  (p.  24  and  47)  a  sn>all  excess  above 
18,000,000/.,  which  in  adding  up  the  several  articles 
(p.  24  and  30)  amounts  to  18,391,000/. :  it  seems, 
therefore,  that  the  reduction  this  year  is     .     .     .     .      1,609,000 

5,603,000 
1819.  By  computing  the  several  items  (p.  SO  and 
41)  we  find  the  total  for  these  four  branches  of  the 
ordinary  service  may  be  taken  at  18,527,000/.,  which 
proves  an  augmentation  in  this  year,  under  the 
most  favorable  view,  of    .     • 156,000 


Therefore,  even  according  to  their  own  account, 
though  they  would  make  appear  reductions  to  the 
amount  of  9,000,000/.,  the  nearest  the  truth  reduces 
itself  to 5,447,000 


As  to  the  sums  of  6,000,000/.  (p.  18),  and  7,596,000/.  (p.  24), 
given  respectively  as  the  expenditure  of  the  navy  for  18l7, 
they  could  only  be  so  introduced,  like  many  other  acts  and 
speeches  of  the  present  administration,  to  throw  the  real  question 
into  complete  confusion,  and  to  cover  the  inconsistencies  of  the 
finance  committee  from  the  moment  it  entered  upon  its  labors ; 
for  from  this  period  until  that  of  its  happy  dissolution,  when  im- 
partially viewed,  it  will  be  found  we  had  only  recommendations ; 
and,  instead  of  reductions,  a  gradual  increase  took  place  in  the 
ordinary  annual  service  for  the  four  departments  of  army,  navy, 
ordnance^    and    miscellanies :   and  what  is  more  remarkable,  it 
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was  the  same  in  the  general  expenditure  of  the  kingdom.  Let  us 
refer  to  the  several  items  in  each  year,  which  have  been  before 
enumerated,  from  the  table,  page  by  page,  and  founded  on  their 
own  statements  alone. 

Ordinary  Service  of  the        General 
For  the  Years      four  Branches.  Expenditure. 

1817. £.18,145,000 £.68,571,000 

1818 18,391,000 68,821,000 

1819'- 18,527/)00 69,4.94,000 

1820,.t 19,600,000 •  •  70,850,000 

Being  an  increase  of  nearly  2,500,000Z.  in  the  general  expeti-* 
diture,  and  nearly  1,500,000Z.  in  the  ordinary  service  of  the  fouir 
branches  since  the  date  of  the  first  economical  report,  in  the  re-* 
collection  of  our  readers,  when  the  opinion  of  the  committee  was 
emphatically  expressed,  as  to  the  necessity  of  approximating  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  the  establishment  of  1792.  And  furthier,  it 
stands  uncontradicted,  that  the  very  last  year,  of  1821,  there  was' 
a  larger  disposable  force,  available  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
ment, by  132,367  m^n.  And  that  though  the  supplies  voted  for 
the  military  establishment  at  the  former  period  had  not  exceeded 
2,331,149/.,  it  had  then  increased  to  9,500,216/. ;  notwithstanding^ 
the  point  of  approximation,  to  which  the  eye  of  parliament  and 
the  country  were  directed,  by  the  advice  of  their  committee,  was 
the  sum  014,123,000/.  ' 

Had  not  the  authof  of  jJie  pamphlet  before  us  shown  too  much' 
discretion  to  engage  our  attention  on  so  delicate  a  subject  as  the 
civil  establishment,  our  observations  on  this  branch  of  the  public* 
expenditure  might  be  read  with  interest.  It  stood,  at  the  period' 
of  the  peace  of  1792,  at  1,003,000/. ;  but  pending  those  three" 
years  of  renown,  when  we  were  under  the  special  protection' 
of  the  finance  committee,  rose  from  1,885,000/.  to  2fi90^o6oh 

We  may  presume,  that  enough  appears  in  this  faithful  repre- 
sentation of  facts  to  convince  the  whole  world  how  disingenuous 
are  the  pains  which  are  taken  to  conceal  from  the  public,  in  spite' 
of  lessons  of  economy,  the  increasing  profusion  of  government.  < 
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CHAP.  III. 

AGRICULTURAL  DISTRESS,  OR  THE  INTEREST  OF 
THE  LA^fDLORD  CONSIDERED. 

Thb  concluding  passage  to  the  first  chapter  on  finance  led  us  into 
an  engagement,  which  we  would  fain  flatter  ourselves  will  not  be 
disappomted  in  the  following  pagbs  i  and  though  with  real  de- 
ference to  the  public  we  are  presumptive  enough  hardly  to  doubt 
q{  complete  successi^  we  see  difficulty  in  giving  sufficient  cirqula^ 
tion  even  to  an  argumept  calcul^ited  to  place  the  subject  in  ^q  ac* 
^eptabk  point  pf  view. 

Our  strength  principally  consists  in  the  impie&sion  alre^idy  made 
by  a  striking  picture,  where  the  features  of  the  wealthv  landlord 
exiubit  tx^ces  of  QK>rtifying  di^ppointment  at  being  doon^ied  to 
suffer  all  the  lo$$e^  which  are  filing  on  hif  tenants.  It  i&  not. 
therefore  to  themt  but  to  him,  th^t  we  ofier  support  \  and  should 
we  be;  so  fortunate  in  our  end^avour^  a$  tp  point  out  the  means  of 
relief^  it  is  h^^  gratitude  alone  that  we  h^ve  any  right  to  claim, 

A  consultation  of  mediocrity  h^  be^n  held*  from  one  adjourn^ 
Q^nt  to  amth^y  prQba,bly  waiting  to  see  what  turn  the  disorder 
might  take ;  certain  medicaments  were  prescribed  and  adminia* 
ter^d  9  the  pne  tp  eiiscite  a  desire  to  ride  on  horseback,^  the  other 
entered  into  the  ingvedientsof  th^ir  beer^  possibly  to  encourage 
them  to  drink  freely  s  fpr  they  h^v^  $ince  ei;perienced  the  incon- 
venience of  9  totaH  incapacity  to  explain  the  sympComs  of  their  ca^ 
to  the  faculty }  nor  have  they  been  persuaded  to  swallow  a  single 
dps^  l^el]f  vecommended  by  the  n^embers  pf  thi$  learned  consult^ 
in  tjxm  a^por^te  cap^ities.  Pivid^d  in  opinion,  they  h^  not  been 
able  to  act  99  a  body. 

So  littloj  tjnerefor^  having  been  effe<;ted  by  the  wisdomof  our 
counsejJAy  it  h^con^es  u$  to  con&ider  whether  those  engaged  in  thi$^ 
important  i^uiry  were  not  guided  by  their  own  several  interests^^ 
in  not  taking  a  wider  field,  making  out  a  general  case,  and  putting 
the  axe  to  me  root  of  the  tree.  The  tree,  however,  which  bears 
such  evil  fruity  is  still  standing,  and  the  task  must  fall  upon 
others. 

The  inquiry  divides  itself  into  two  parts;  first  the  nature  of 
the  intercourse  in  agricultural  and  other  raw  produce  between 
ourselves  and  our  neighbours,  and  in  our  intercourse  abroad  ;  or 
the  home  and  foreign  trade  in  raw  produce ;  and,  secondly,  the 
extent  and  species  of  capital,  or  confidence  subsisting  between 
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dealers^  whi<^  andwerd  instead  of  capitali  with  which  the  trade  it 
carried  on. 

As  to  the  firsti  we  shall  treat  it  as  becomes  every  subject  which 
falls  ufider  consideration!  particularly  one  of  so  much  importance 
as  the  economy  of  SUtesi  both  \ii  a  moral  and  politii^al  pcnnt  of 
view* 

A  mind  properly  directed  embraces  the  Well-being  of  All  Suscep* 
dbk  ntftturC)  and  particularly  the  human  species  \  -the  general 
happiness  Of  which  b^ing  most  within  out  sphere^  oUght  tO  precede 
all  other  considerations.  And  aitiOngst  the  surest  means  of  atriyo 
ing  at  this  desUrable  end|  is  So  throw  the  fewest  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  subsistence  ^  above  all  in  what  appertains  to 
the  necessaries  of  life»  We  may  safely  class  all  the  produce  q€ 
the  farm  under  this  head.  Besides^  it  coiMprises  much  more  tha& 
half  our  national  ikidustry^  or  the  means  of  employment. 

While  they  whisper,  that  <<  a  general  omfederation  of  Eukope 
may  move  up  in  defence  of  the  cofiimon  tranquillity''  (see  p.  85^^ 
why  not  extend  so  liberal  a  principle,  connected  with  general 
happiness,  to  the  means  of  subsisteilce,  and  banish  want  from 
our  doors,  while  we  have  determined  to  live  together  in  peace  ? 

Inhabiting,  as  we  do,  a  climate  certainly  not  the  most  favored 
by  nature,  the  superiority  we  have  acquired  as  to  our  manufactured 
may  entitle  uS,  as  an  object  Of  taste  at  leaSt^  tO  give  this  branch  of 
our  national  itidustry  certain  peculiar  protection,  without  the 
danger  of  incurritig  the  resentment  of  our  neighbours.  But  why 
should  it  extend  to  the  necessaries,  or  even  Comforts  of  life>  which 
are  the  common  wants  of  us  all  ?  Temperature  and  soils,  and  the 
temptations  there  are  to  explore  the  bowels  of  the  earth  and  the 
ocean,  vary  everywhere.  If  other  nations  like  ourselves  have 
wants,  which  exceed  their  means  of  supply,  the  atts  of  navigation 
should  come  reciprocally  to  the  general  aid.  We  find  com  from 
Poland  to  the  Crimea ;  both  corn  and  rice  in  America  \  oil  and  wine 
in  Italy,  I^rancei  and  the  Peninsula  of  Europe ;  wool  from  the 
latter  countiy  and  Saxony,  so  essential  to  our  fine  cloths  \  cotton 
fircan  the  Brazils  and  other  warm  climates,  Oecessary  to  the  sup-« 
port  of  at  least  the  half  of  our  valuable  exportation  trade ;  Russia, 
Sweden,  and  Norway  furnish  hemp,  flax,  iron,  timber,  and  the 
juices  of  their  pines  for  our  shipping  \  from  the  two  Indies  we 
are  amply  supplied  with  all  colonial  produce.  And  what  do 
these  countries  take  from  us  in  return  ?  Our  surplus  growth,  and, 
what  is  of  more  importance,  the  produce  of  those  rich  veins  with 
which  Great  Britain  abounds;  and  our  staple  manufactures, 
perhaps  enhanced  in  value  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  one,  by  the 
industry  and  ingenuity  of  the  lower  classes ;  which  has  the  ad* 
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▼antage  of  securing^  theic  loyalty  and  attaching  them  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community  at  large. 

Why  should  a  nation^  at  present  happily  in  friendly  relations 
with  others,  entertain  so  absurd  a  policy  as  to  shut  their  ports 
.against  neighbours  by  high  duties  or  prohibitory  laws  ?  A  com- 
mercial country  above  all  seeks  to  encourage  others  to  become  com- 
mercial.- Were  the  whole  world  open  to  ships  under  every  paviUon^ 
a  nation,  with  the  superior  advantages  we  enjoy,  reaps  the  firdt 
fruits.  Restraints  are  therefore  generally  bad,  though  bounties 
might  possibly  be  renewed  without  danger ;  but  we  must  fear 
this  even  rather  deviates  from  the  general  principle  of  noninter- 
ference. What  succeeds  with  individuals  in  pursuit  of  their  par- 
ticular interests  may  be  applied  to  national  policy;  and  we  have 
often  known  this  expedient  resorted  to  among  dealers  to  rid  the 
market  of  a  surplus  quantity,  in  various  trades,  that  what  remained 
in  the  market  might  obtain  better  prices.  Such  bounties  may  be 
permanent  as  heretofore,  or  be  granted  only  at  low  prices,  or 
even  be  proportioned  to  the  average  price  of  the  market  when 
under  some  given  standard.  There  are  perhaps  ten  arguments 
against  bounties,  but  twenty  for  them,  while,  in  comparison  with 
our  neighbours,  we  pay,  on  every  kind  of  produce  of  our  soil  and 
industry,  a  much  heavier  species  of  excise,  under  the  general 
head  of  taxation  :  but  it  is  evident  these  bounties  should  not  ex- 
ceed a  fair  retribution.  Such  encouragement  might  preserve  the 
lands  in  cultivation,  support  the  demand  for  labor,  and  perhaps 
even  relieve  the  poor's  rates  very  sensibly.  It  might  be  safe  to 
extend  this  principle  to  grain,  perhaps  even  to  stock  and  other 
produce  of  the  farm  ;  for  while  the  ports  are  open  to  a  free  import 
on  the  one  hand,  nothing  is  to  be  feared  from  a  forced  exportation 
on  the  other.  At  Amsterdam,  where  there  is  the  greatest  trade  in 
com,  markets  fluctuate  less  than  in  any  other  port  in  Europe.' 

It  is  needless  to  add,  that  a  free  trade  would  co-operate  with 
our  navigation  laws  in  extending  the  demand  for  our  shipping, 
and  assist  in  maintaining  our  naval  superiority ;  but  above  all,  the 
farmer  would  be  placed  in  respect  to  his  produce  in  his  natural 
position,  .and  even,  if  certain  bounties  were  granted,  enjoy  a  su- 
perior encouragement  on  the  part  of  government :  he  would  grow 
no  more  com  than  is  precisely  proportioned,  in  a  relative  view,  to 
our  atmosphere,  soil,  and  climate.  On  this  system  all  countries 
would  be  on  a  fair  balance,  to  produce  what  suited  them  best,  and 

.  '  Que  la  disette  du  grain  re^ne  dans  les  quatre  parties  du  roonde,  voiis 
trouverez  du  frouient,  du  seigle  et  d'autres  grains  a  Amsterdam;  ils  n'y 
manquent  jamais. — La  Richesse  dela  Hollande,  torn.  1.  p.  S76. 
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such:  articles:  only*  as  would'  findi  a:  preference  in  the^  genend 
market. 

By  such  an  enlightened  policy^  the  consumer,  who  on  Christian 
principles  we  feel  to  be  our  neighbour,  whether  in  England^  France^ 
or  in  Greece,  is:  furnished  on  fair  terms,  and  no  distress  could 
possibly  occur  but  where  it  would  be  immediately  relieved :  for 
the  foreign  merchant,  whatever. country  he  may  inhabit  between 
the  Poles,  finds<  his  interest  in  contributing,  free  from  restraintSy 
equally  to  the  wants  and  enjoyments  of  all  neighbouring  states. 
Though  ^¥e  cannot  command  the  seasons,  changes  will  take  place 
everywhere  ;  yet  there  is  always  abundant  food  in  the  world,  so 
that  we  may  enjoy  constant  plenty,  by  abandoning  narrow  prin- 
ciples, and  taking  heed  not  to  control  the  circulation  of  what  the 
benevolent  wisdom  of  Providence  has  designed  for  the  use  of  all : 
which  corresponds  with  an  observation  of  Count  de  Verri,  *<  that 
it  is  a  melancholy  error  to  suppose,  that  the  nations  of  the  Earth 
,are  condemned  to  throw  the  dice  to  determine  which  of  them  shall 
submit  to  famine." 

In  1800,  when  the  crops  in  Great  Britain  were  so  extremely 
deficient,  they  were  exceedingly  abundant  in  Spain  j  but  the  har- 
vest of  1803,  so  productive  here,  was  so  deficient  in  Spain  as  to 
produce  famine. 

It  is  hoped,  that  what  has  been  here  briefly  introduced,  corro- 
borated as  it  decidedly  is  by  the  testimony  of  all  writers  deemed 
worthy  of  being  quoted  as  authorities,  will  be  a  death  blow  to  the 
com  bill,  against  the  avowed  sense  of  the  whole  country,  and 
opposed  even  to  the  private  opinions  of  ministers  themselves, 
except  on  the  state  ground,  adapted  to  too  many  cases,  that  of 
keeping  their  places.  In  short,  it  has  made  us  a  host  of  enemies 
abroad,  fixed  on-  the  government  of  the  country  an  eternal  re- 
proach, and  accelerated  its  natural  consequence,  agricultural  dis- 
tress. It  is  only  continued  as  a  boon  to  certain  persons,  who  are 
too  blind  to  see  how  heavy  a  calamity  it  brings  upon  themselves. 

There  is  also  another  general  point  of  view,  in  which  this 
measure  ought*  to  be  considered.  <<  Of  all  causes  of  rebellion," 
says  Lord  Bacon,  <<  those  of  the  belly  are  the  worst.  The  first 
remedy,  or  prevention,  is  to  remove,  by  all  possible  means,  that 
material  cause  of  sedition,  which  is  want  and  poverty  in  the  estate." 
Such  laws,  as  this  we  are  now  contemplating,  set  completely  at 
variance  •  the  producer  and  consumer.  The  former  has  no  chance 
of  getting  rich  without  distressing  his  fellow  citizens,  grinding  the 
poor,  and  turning  the  bounty  of  nature  into  a  curse. 

But  as  there  are  unfortunately  those,  who  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  all 
reasoning -.on  a  broader  scale,  we  will  confine  our  further,  remarks, 
on  this  prohibitory  law  to  its  several  bearings^  as  affecting  the  relief 
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for  whidi  it  was  immedntely  ititetid^.  The  experience  of  9ei^^n 
years  lias  proved  the  absurdity  of  supposing  this  scheme  would 
rBrminflttfe  die  distress  complained  of.  The  difficulties  are  daily 
increasing ;  while^  owing  to  the  progressive  diminution  of  capital^ 
Ute  sufierers  are  less  able  to  make  head  against  it<  And  who  can 
attrU)Ute  the  fall  ixi  price  to  inadequate  protection^  while  it  has 
been  so  evidently  entirely  caused  by  the  restriction  ?  It  increased 
the  price  very  soon  to  4/.  18^%  and  the  two  following  yeati 
averaged  3/.  iBs^  6d,i  thereby  encouraging  farmers  to  put  more 
land  in  cultivation  than  the  demand  could  posnbly  require^  and 
che  great  landlord  to  raise  his  rents  as  leases  fell  in.  This  mania 
therefore  for  production^  assisted  by  fine  seasons^  has  so  clearly  con-^ 
triboted  to  r^nce  prices^  that  we  think  few  will  pretend  to  dispute 
it^  And  as  long  as  the  restrktion  laid  on  importation  in  181i  is 
persisted  in^  we  shall  have  a  constant  alternation  of  high  and 
ruinous  low  prices.  Fluctuation  is  an  evil  to  the  tenant,  which) 
though  £dling  on  the  landlord^  ought  to  be  avoided :  the  speculator 
is  the  gainer,  and  feeds  on  them  both. 

Let  us  see  how  it  directly  atfects  the  landlordf  as  to  the  payment 
of  his  renu  Suppose  00s»  ti>  be  a  fair  average  price^  by  which 
the  production  of  a  farm  in  common  seasons  might  reach  500L 
We  will  compute  that  a  fifth  is  the  landlord's ;  as  much  the  living 
of  the  farmer,  out  of  which  he  may  save  what  he  can ;  three- fifths 
it  least  are  absorbed  by  the  interest  of  capital,  seed  grain,  fodder 
for  cattle,  wages  of  labor,  assessed  taxes,  poor's  rates,  tithe^  &c. 

At  this  price  we  will  suppose  no  temptation  to  throw  more  land 
into  cultivation ;  but  if  the  first  or  second  season,  or  both,  are 
unfavorable,  as  was  the  case  in  1817  and  1818,  the  harvest  runs 
short  of 'the  demand,  and  the  situation  of  the  farmer  is  stationary, 
for  he  loses  in  quantity  what  he  gains  in  price ;  while  too  ready 
to  flatter  himself,  by  reckoning  on  the  continuance  of  present 
prices>  the  next  thing  which  enters  into  his  mind  is  to  pay  interest 
on  an  increase  of  capital;  both  living  and  labor  ate  of  course 
higher ;  yet,  having  provided  the  means,  he  is  encouraged  to  put 
decond  and  perhaps  even  third  lands  into  cultivation.  This  we 
will  suppose  the  general  feeling,  as  it  has  been  from  1819  inclu- 
sive. The^pan  being  greater,  though  the  season  is  yet  unfavorable, 
or  rather  the  market  bare,  the  supply  again  meets  the  demand,  and 
we  return  to  old  prices.  The  farmer  will  have  increased  the  value 
of  his  produce  this  year  perhaps  a  fifth,  say  to  600/.;  but  his 
charges  increased  this  first  year  in  preparing  new  lands  at  least  a 
third,  say  to  4<(M)/« :  he  has  as  much  left  for  his  landlord  and  him^ 
self ;  but  it  has  been  an  expensive  year  to  the  farmer^  and  he  must 
maintain  the  growth  still  two  or  three  seasons,  to  answer  the  extra 
charges  he  has  engaged  in  by  a  broader  cultivation. 
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Wear  and  t^zv  is  going  on,  or  rather  takes  a  wider  stride  everY 
succeeding  year ;  Uuree  or  .four  favorable  seasons  fallow  each 
others  produce  falls  a-  third;  sales  cannot  be  effected  at  more 
than  400Z.;  the  increased  acres  in  cultivation  still  extend  the 
charges  beyond  SOO/.-— what  becomes  of  the  rent  i  There  is  barely 
enough  Wt  for  the  farmer's  own  living.  Though  prices  may  be 
forced  up>  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  community  at  large,vif  he 
makes  a  few  tolerable  years,  he  must  have  a  Russell  for  his  land- 
lord, not  to  raise  his  rent. 

Soon  after  passing  the  act  under  consideratiot^,  it  will  hardly  be 
disputed,  that  advantage  was  generally  taken  of  the  depreciatioo 
pf  the  currency,  further  assisted  by  high  prices,  to  raise  rents  in 
gold,  virtually  we  will  say  to  200/.,  but  in  paper  nominally  to  SOOL 
Tiiie  produce  of  the  farm,  multiplied  by  five,  may  be  calculated  to 
produce  1500/.,  of  which  the  expenses  being  three- fifths,  are  9002« 
We  return  to  cash  payments ;  the  rent  becomes  virtually  as  well 
as  nominally  SOOZ»;  prices  fall ;  the  produce  sells  for  half,  say 
750/.  How  is  the  rent  to  be  paid,  or  even  the  expenses  of  the 
farm,  which  saddle  the  poor  man  with  a  debt  of  150Z.  annually, 
while  his  family  are  absolutely  naked  and  starving?  It  is  im- 
possible that  tenants  can  fulfil  their  contracts  with  their  landlords, 
or  even  their  neighbours,  under  such  a  change  of  circumstances. 

Never  country  has  shown  more  industry,  patience,  and  patriotism ; 
and,  but  for  this  corn-bill,  and  the  abuses  practised  among  dealers^ 
no  country  has  enjoyed  greater  prosperity  than  it  would  be  now 
enjoying. - 

At  present  we  are  paying  nearly  double  the  continental  price 
for  an  equal  quality  of  the  staff  of  life ;  but  return  to  a  frep  trade, 
and  well  regulated  bounties,  prices  to  the  farmer  would  be  go- 
verned by  the  general  average  throughout  the  commercial  world. 
We  should  encourage  the  growth  of  corn,  as  well  as  other  raw 
produce,  by  taking  measures  for  an  increased  demand  for  exporta- 
tion, an  advantage  enjoyed  by  our  neighbours,  who,  though  they 
may  have  no  bounties,  have,  which  is  the  same  thing,  much  lighter 
burdens. 

It  is  not,  however,  by  an  open  trade  alone,  even  suitably  encou- 
raged^ chat  we  are  to  hope  for  adequate  general  relief.  We  there- 
fore recomniend  most  earnestly  an  attentive  consideration  to  the 
second  part  of  the  inquiry — as  to  the  effects  of  the  extent  and 
species  of  capital,  or  confidence  subsisting  between  dealers,  which 
answers  instead  of  capital,  with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on. 

Now,  at  least  as  far  as  respects  all  the  necessaries  and  even  con- 
veniences of  life,  nothing  is  so  essential  as  to  produce  an  exact 
conformity  between  the  supply  and  the  demand.  Among  our- 
selves and  our  neighbours,  in  times  of  abundance,  excess  is  hardly 
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felt;  but  if  adverse  circumstances  chaise  the  complexion  of 
things,  or  either  scarcity  or  famine  stares  us  in  the  face,  the  most 
easy  and  natural  bounds  are  set  to  waste  or  extravagance  by  rising 
the  market  price,  through  the  ready  force  of  opinion,  in  employment 
of  capital,  or  by  turning  produce  over  from  hand  to  hand,  among 
those  who  are  satisfied  with  a  small  profit,  and  have  a  knowledge 
'and  confidence  in  the  stability  of  each  other.  But  in  case  of  a 
plentiful  supply,  this  commercial  spirit  can.  only  operate  to  the  real 
injury  of  the  consumer.  If  persons  engaged  in  this  trade  have 
either  money,  or  an  unbounded  command  of  credit  to  assist  their 
projects,  they  may  possibly  succeed,  but  more  generally  receive 
severe  lessons.  For  such  enterprises,  when  the  supply  even  meets 
or  exceeds  the  demand,  often  disappoints  their  expectations :  yet,in 
spite  of  the  danger  of  involving  their  own  ruin  and  that  of  others, 
these  cases  too  frequently  occur  to  influence  the  market  price. 

Bread,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  is  a  striking  instance  of  the 
mischievous  interference  of  middle  dealers,  to  the  injury  of  the 
public.  For  in  times  of  plenty,  and  when  the  farmer  at  home 
receives  less  than  the  price  abroad,  the  consumer  pays  (if  the  ex- 
pression can  be  pardoned)  through  the  nose,  in  most  instances,  to 
,  the  degree  hereafter  explained. 

The  custom  of  dealing  by  sample,  in  many  of  our  great  markets, 
very  much  contributes  to  this  disease.  A  farmer  does  not  come 
to  sell,  but  oftener  to  try  the  market,  and  sometimes  engages 
to  deliver  at  a  given  time;  many  sales  and  resales  take  place 
before  the  delivery :  to  use  the  common  expression,  the  article 
passes  through  many  hands.  Whereas  on  the  continent,  a  more 
limited  confidence  has  not  introduced  such  refinement  in  trade. 
The  cultivator  drives  his  team  to  the  <*  Graned  Place,"  and  sells 
and  delivers  on  the  instant  to  the  baker,  or  to  families  who  draw 
their  own  bread,  to  whom  the  miller  is  generally  indebted  for  his 
employment.  There  are  rich  millers,  however,  who  buy  largely 
for  their  own  account ;  but  their  flour  passes  seldom  through  any 
other  than  the  same  channel.  On  the  contrary,  in  our  markets  it 
often  happens,  that  eight  or  ten  buyers  intervene  between  the  farmer 
and  consumer ;  each  forces  up  the  price,  so  as  to  have  a  living 
profit,  and  to  answer  the  risks  run  in  their  mutual  dealings.  By 
whicli  means  it  is  too  evident,  that  the  farmer  receives  much  less 
than  the  consumer  pays. 

Excessive  taxation  has  been  justly  assigned  as  one  cause  of  the 
evil ;  and  no  doubt  it  has  considerable  weight,  and  will  continue 
to  have,  while  our  neighbours  are  so  much  more  favored  in  this 
respect,  unless  we  afibrd  the  relief  of  bounties  to  encourage  an 
exportation ;  but  this  will  be  found,  as  to  those  articles  to 
which  it  is  extended,  an  ample  rccompence,  under  proper  re- 
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gulations.  Bounties  are  within  the  power  of  the  legislature, 
which  reduction  of  rents,  as  respects  die  farming  interest,  is 
iiot;  though  this  latter  would  certainly,  in  this  confined  sense, 
produce  a  more  general  efiect.  What  landlords  do  reluctantly, 
they  are  notwithstanding  forced  to  do.  TTiey  availed  themselves 
of  the  nefarious  alteration  in  the  currency,  we  will  say  a  third : 
they  now  eidier  must  renounce  a  part,  or  receive  virtually  more 
than  they  contemplated  when  the  leases  were  granted :  a  proceeding, 
not  only  uncharitable,  but  unjust,  in  every  view  of  the  questbn, 
and  what  no  tenant  under  equal  laws  can  be  compelled  to  pay. 

We  are  far  from  confining  our  argument  to  bread  com,  or  even 
to  grain  generally :  fodder  for  cattle,  beasts,  many  other  articles, 
the  prpdupe  of  a  farm,  are  suffered  to  pass  through  too  many  hands, 
with  the  same  inconvenience  to  the  public ;  and  likewise  a  variety 
of  raw  produce,  brought  to  market  from  the  interior,  or  by  means 
of  our  importation  trade,  and  used  in  our  manufactories.  It  is 
almost  as  necessary  to  contrive  means  of  economy  in  the  supply  of 
diose  goods,  which  enter  into  the  composition  of  our  staple  articles, 
aa  it  is  to  put  food  into  our  mouths,  in  order  to  maintain  a  deci- 
ded preference  in  foreign  markets.  To  the  glory  of  this  country, 
much  has  been  done  by  die  improved  state  of  our  machinery ;  but 
who  can  calculate  the  drawback,  enough  in  many  cases  to  cancel 
our  superiority  in  this  respect,  the  relative  prices  of  living  and 
labor,  from  the  weight  of  taxation  ? 

Our  own  as  well  as  foreign  manufactured  goods,  on  the  con- 
trary, are  generally  less  perishable  in  their  nature,  longer  under  pro- 
cess, remain  months  and  years  in  thei  hands  of  dealers,  and  require 
avast  display  and  variety  to  furnish  warehouses  and  shops  for  the 
choice  of  customers.  Here  the  absolute  necessity  of  long  credit,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  capital,  seems  to  follow  as  a  matter  of 
bourse,  between  the  manufacturer  and  the  difierent  dealers  in  this 
kind  of  traffic ;  rendering  these  articles  not  susceptible  of  any 
Emits  to  the  confidence  to  be  placed  between  the  parties  among 
each  other,  through  the  difierent  stages  of  the  work. 

Both  the  demand  itself  for  these  goods,  constituthig  chiefly  the 
comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  as  well  as  the  confidence  subsisting 
between  individuals  engaged  in  a  common  interest,  to  prepare 
them  and  bring  them  to  market,  are  among  the  highest  sources 
of  exultation,  when  duly  considered ;  since  the  one  is  introduced  by 
a  state  of  improvement  in  the  arts,  to  which  the  sciences  have  con- 
tributed, and  the  other  to  an  amelioration  in  character  itself.  We 
place  confidence  in  each  other  from  a  brotherly  principle,  which 
the  generosity  of  nature  inspires,  too  often  without  suspecting  the 
arts  of  the  designing.  We  meet  a  fellow  countryman  in  the  com- 
pany of  a  few  friends,  his  companions  *,  inoffensive  in  his  manners. 
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strict  in  his  morals,  with  some  education ;  we  have  the  generosity 
of  heart  to  judge  of  him  as  we  do  of  ourselves*  Can  we  suppose 
that  this  man  means  to  injure  us  ?  and  as  far  as  to  minor  transac- 
tions make  no  farther  inquiry.  These  soon  lead  to  important  con- 
cerns} by  which  the  unwary  are  often  involved.  But  this  order  of 
things,  though  attended  with  occasional  evils,  may  be  considered, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  encouraging  a  laudable  spirit  of  enterprise 
in  commercial  transactions,  and  giving  life  to  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. It  is,  however,  in  a  certain  respect,  most  injurious  in  its 
tendency  by  introducing  along  with  it  a  jobbing  principle,  or  so 
many  absolutely  unproductive  laborers  among  us,  as  far  as  relates 
to  objects  of  the  first  necessity. 

The  farmer  is  needy,  and  the  dealer  gives  him  money  for  his 
grain,  taking  every  advantage  of  his  necessity.    The  liberality  of 
dealers  is  seldom  shown  but  towards  each  other ;  for  having  ground 
the  farmer,  they  grind  the  wheat,  and  they  grind  the  baker,  whose 
best  customers  are  so  inattentive  to  their  domestic  concerns  as  to 
take  credit ;  therefore  the  poor  man  wants  it,  and  cannot  go  to  the 
best  market :  by  this  means  he  pays  twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent, 
more  than  the  ready  money  baker,  whose  concerns  are  upon  a 
large  scale.     And  this  enormous  difference  is  sifted  through,  in 
passing  these  several  channels,  from  the  farmer  to  the  consumer,  a 
cruelty  to  both.    Suppose  a  loaf  at  ten-pence :  one  penny  goes 
for  the  land,  five-pence  at  most  to  the  farmer,  for  profit,  wages  of 
laborers,  cattle,  ice,  and  four-pence  to  the  millers,  dealers,  and 
bakers  ^a   most    exorbitant   proportion.    While   in   France   the 
law  has  provided,  that  every  baker,  butcher,  or  fuel  merchant, 
shall  have  a  capital  proportioned  to  pay  in  ready  money,  or  by 
means  of  obligations  on  the  banks.     These  dealers  give  little  or 
Ao  credit,  and  the  articles  come  cheaper  to  the  consumer  than  we 
can  form  any  idea  of  in  England.     A  family  now  at  Versailles 
pays  for  the  best  wheaten  bread,  where  the  farmer  gets  as  much 
for  his  corn  as  in  England,  five-pence  for  four  lbs.  of  17^  English 
ounces  each,  or,  what  is  the  same,  the  quartern  loaf}  and  for  a 
most  excellent  sweet  wholesome  bread,  in  which  there  is  a  pro- 
portion of  rye,  not  quite  three-pence  halfpenny  English  currency. 
Tet  there  are  few  parts  of  France  well  cultivated :  in  some  pro- 
vinces. Burgundy,  Champagne,  and  Franche  Comte,  they  know 
not  what  it  is  to  fold  sheep,  nor  to  have  artificial  grasses.    The 
teeth  of  their  harrows  are  everywhere  of  wood,  and  the  ploughs  of 
the  same  construction  as  four  hundred  years  ago. 

Another  fact  is  important:  Lord  Somerville  states,  << that  the 
bran  and  pollard  pay  for  grinding.  A  quarter  of  wheat  makes  a 
sack  of  fine  flour,  and  half  a  sack  of  seconds."  Therefore  the 
proportional  value  is  as  two  to  three :  yet  the  price  has  generally 
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been  but  a  sixth  lower,  and  the  average  of  last  year  has  shown  it  to 
be  even  higher.  This  proves  that  flour  is  sold  at  much  too  high  a 
price.  Let  us  take  wheat  as  among  the  easiest  examples,  though 
certainly  not  the  most  favorable  in  establishing  the  fact  as  to  the 
gains  of  middle  dealers,  they  being  much  greater  on  many  other 
kinds  of  goods  here  enumerated. 

£b  ff.  d» 

Wheati  during  last  year,  averaged,  according  to  ac<^ 

counts  before  parliament' 2  14  5| 

The  allowance  for  grinding  and  baking,  by  the  att,  is .  0  18  0 

£.3    12    54 
Lord  Somerville  says,  that  the  quarter  of  wheat  pro- 
duces 120  loaves,  which  at  the  present  price  of  9id^ 
but  alldwing  for  seconds  say  9e2.,  is 4    10    0 

lliere  remains,  therefore,  for  middle  dealers',  a  profit 
of  near  25  per  cento  or 0    17    6| 

.  Much  pains  will  be  required  to  draw  a  line  free  from  objection 
as  to  such  merchandise  as  ought  to  circulate  with  the  accommoda- 
tion of  a  liberal  credit,  and  such  where  limits  are  to  be  prescribed ; 
but  in  the  sequel  we  shall  endeavour  to  submit  a  proposal  on  this 
head  so  defined,  as  at  least  to  entitle  us  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
pubfic :  at  any  rate  we  shall  do  something  by  instituting  an  in- 
quiryi  which  may  hereafter  be  attended  with  better  success.  We 
are  aware  that  we  take  an  Hierculean  task  upon  ourselves,  and  our 
readers  will  already  begin  to  despair.  But  it  is  a  crying  evil  that 
we  have  to  remove,  and  that  without  political  convulsion,  if 
possible  i'  while  compassion  must  be  excited  for  those,  who  ai^, 
perhaps  widiout  seeing  the  extent  of  the  mischief,  innocently  in- 
strumental to  it.  With  respect  to  the  lower  classes,  complaints 
increaise^  their  existence  is  at  stake,  and  annihilation  must  follow 
before  me  disea^  can  work  its  own  cure.  And  though  originating 
in  feelmgs,  as  before  observed,  which  constitute  the  glory  of  na- 
tional diatfiieter,  yet,  should  it  be  found  that  the  evil  is  without  a 
remedy,  and  that  a  suitable  discrimination  is  in  itself  a  thing  impracti- 
cable, what  will  be  the  natural  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  it  i"^ 
that  diere  is  a  point  towards  perfection,  which  human  institutions 

'  Application  was  made  at  the  office  in  Carlton  chambers  for  the  average 
returns^  beginnikig  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  ending  on  the  30th  of  June,  it 
was  asked)  for  what  publication  it  was  intended :  and  this  work  being  shown, 
they  refused  to  give  the  returns  without  authority  for  so  doing :  therefore 
we  avail  ourselves  of  the  last  year's,  during  which  the  average  of  flour  was 
U,  ^d,^  the  sack  higher  than  the  quarter  of  wheat,  or  55s.  jfd. 


38  Mr.  J.  Collier's  Reply  to  a  Fampfilet  [38 

cannot  reach->-that  we  are  already  arrived  at  the  zenith  of  out 
power  and  grandeur,  and  must  begin  to  descend. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  our  view  in  this  second  place  of  this  treatise 
is  to  confine  within  very  narrow  limits,  in  point  of  time,  the  ex- 
tent of  credit  to  middle  dealers,  or  forestaUers,  of  all  alimentary 
articles  of  the  first  necessity,  and  what  is  generally  understood  by 
raw  produce,  if  possible  to  their  utter  discomfiture ;  because  this 
class  of  beings,  if  they  ar^e  suffered  to  infest  the  markets,  must 
live,  and  increase  the  price  of  articles  in  proportion  to  the  means 
of  their  living,  generally  obtaining  credit  of  which  they  are  uiv 
deserving,  and  might  turn  their  industry  to  a  much  better  account. 
While  to  raise  the  price  in  the  market,  acknowledged  to  be  a  real 
gain,  to  the  public  in  the  hour  of  scarcity,  there  are  enough  to  be 
found,  in  a  country  where  capital  is  not  wanting,  who  regulate 
their  affairs  on  solid  principles,  and  with  a  view  to  their  own  in- 
terests, spin  out  the  supply,  without  the  superfluous  assistance  of 
the  former  group,  who  neither  produce  nor  improve  any  thing 
which  passes  through  their  hands,  and  require  to  be  hunted  like 
drones  from  the  ranks  of  society }  but  it  must  be  done  with 
caution :  their  army  is  in  full  march :  already  we  descry  its  centre 
and  the  two  wings,  if  they  are  not  supported  by  a  corps  of  reservp.; 
The  centre  is  the  most  formidable,  and  has  marked  on  its  banner^ 
Mberty  or  death )  therefore,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace,  it  her 
^omes  us  to  produce  such  arguments  as  will  be  convincing,  that 
they  may  treat  us,  at  least  in  this  respect,  as  faithful  allies  to  their 
sacred  cause.  The  right  wing  supports  the  evasions,  which  ma]( 
be  set  up  as  likely  to  be  practised  by  the  designing  in  opposition  tQ 
our  theory;  and  the  left  the  narrowness  of  the  accommodation5 
which  might  perhaps  put  some  of  the  first  purchasers  ot  taw 
materials  K>r  the.  purpose  of  manufacture  to  inconvenience. 

It  is  our  business,  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  to  impose  a 
sufficient  guard  upon  ourselves  not  to  infringe  on  the  libertv  of 
the  subject;  in  other  words,  to  allow  the  enjoyment  of  as  little 
control  as  is  consistent  with  our  relations  in  civil  society.  Some- 
thing, it  is  an  acknowledged  principle,  we  are  compelled  to  sacrifices 
to  preserve  public  peace ;  and  among  the  rest  such  as  the  various  law8» 
many  of  great  antiquity,  called  statutes. of  limitation,  which  on  s(> 
many  accounts  have  been  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors^ 
and  had  even  been  introduced  under  the  Athenian  commonwe^lh^ 
In  case  of  an  «  assumpsit,"  or  promise  to  pay  money  to  the  planriflF, 
they  may  plead  «non  assumpsit  infra  sex  annos,"  he  made  no  such 
promise  within  six  years,  which  is  an  eflFectual  bar  to  the  complaint. 
This  law,  however,  was  enacted  to  prevent  perjuries,  which  might 
ensue,  if  a  man  were  allowed  to  bring  an  action  for  any  injury 
committed  at  any  distant  time,  and  it  must  be  seen  does  not  apply 
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precisely  to  our  case ;  but  as  far  as  it  is  demonstrable^  that  statutes 
of  limitation  have  abundant  precedents,  and  having  been  advan- 
tageously enacted,  avov^edly  for  the  protection  of  the  public  peace, 
they  may  with  as  much  reason  be  shortened  in  their  periods,  to 
insure  a  regular  supply  of  food,  on  reasonable  terms,  as  it  would 
be  difficult  to  point  out  any  effect  more  likely  to  produce  general 
tranquillity. 

We  have  laws  for  preventing  debts  contracted  by  minors  from 
being  recovered  ^  and  they  are  almost  as  much  children  in 
domestic  economy  as  minors,  who  do  not  pay  in  ready  money  for 
die  necessaries  of  life. 

Entertaining  the  most  liberal  views  as  to  the  rights  of  the  subject, 
and  going  even  beyond  Adam  Smith,  we  think  withTurgot  and  the 
most  decided  of  the  French  economists,  that  even  the  laws  of  usury 
may  be  dispensed  with  without  danger.  The  same  with  monopoly ; 
and  we  profess  ourselves  friendly  even  to  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
ference in  its  fullest  extent.  Yet  monopolies,  which  are  not 
conducted  with  discretion,  are  ruinous  in  their  effects ;  call  them 
forestalling,  regrating,  or  engrossing ;  where  the  parties  have  not 
sufficient  capital  to  protect  themselves,  therefore,  though  the  law 
may  not  oppose  them,  they  deserve  not  the  protection  of  the  law  : 
it  IS  an  extremely  different  thing  to  wink  at  the  licence  and  to 
lend  it  support.  We  have  the  authority  of  Lord  Coke  for  sayings 
that «« monopoly  was  without  law,  but  never  without  friends.'*  And 
it  has  too  many  \  but,  like  usury,  we  ourselves  conceive  it  im- 
prudent to  have  laws  to  restr^  it. 

We  are  not  making  new  laws,  but  withdrawing  the  protection 
of  those  at  present  existing  in  certain  cases.  We  hope  we  are 
improving  in  morality,  at  least  in  a  sense  of  honor  and  a  horror 
of  shame.  This  state  of  feeling  stamps  the  character  of  an 
Englishman's  transactions  with  the  world,  and  makes  repeals 
more  wise  than  adding  to  our  numerous  statutes,  which  generally 
vblate  the  constitutions  of  free  states. 

We  dislike  the  interference  even  in  France,  which  however  is 
conducted  on  a  principle  less  inimical  to  approved  maxims  than 
most  of  our  excise  laws.  We  have  numerous  restraints  on  pawn- 
broker85  publicans,  brewers,  and  many  others.  The  customs 
alone  confine  a  variety  of  channels,  which  would  otherwise  be 
open  to  general  conunerce  \  and  so  jealous  is  the  common  law  of 
England,  that  it  attempts  to  prevent  the  spirit  of  engrossing  com 
by  sufiering  it  not  to  be  sold  in  the  sheaf. 

However,  it  is  not  our  business  to  overturn  any  prevailing 
system^  by  the  slightest  renewed  attack  on  individual  liberty. 
Under  these  several  considerations  it  is  our  purpose  to  propose. 
ihai  the  courts  of  law  or  equity  take  no  comizance  of  actions/or 
debt  a  numth  (^er  the  delivery ;  either  of  articles  of  food  of  in* 
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digenous  or  foreign  gromth  or  manufacture  i' of  any  of  the  produce 
qfaf^mii  or  of  an^  raw  produce  used  in  our  mamifactures. 

Trifling  and  daily  occurrences  of  this  nature  will  still  be  under 
the  regulation  of  courts  of  requests,  and  as  far  as  the  jurisdiction 
of  magistrates  extends. 

We  are  far  from  taking  credit  to  ourselves,  of  which  we 
should  be  undeserving,  were  we  to  claim  originality  in  introducing 
this  measure ;  it  is  to  Mr.  Playf air  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
idea  in  a  more  confined  senses  and  also  for  some  of  our  remarks 
upon  it,  in  a  work  accompanying  his  ingenious  tables  on  diis 
subject. 

Under  such  a  regulation  can  the  rich  suffer?  No  $  only  the 
necessity  of  putting  a  little  more  order  into  the  management  of 
their  affairs;  what  they  had  eaten  must  be  paid  for,  or  they  would 
have  no  more  to  eat.  Would  the  poor  feel  much  distress  from 
it  ?  No }  those  who'trust  them  a  few  days,  as  good  neighbours,  will 
not  require  the  protection  of  law.  How  is  it  between  seller  and 
buyer  ?  It  certainly  narrows  the  market;'  that  is,  it  makes  fewer 
engaged  in  raising  prices  on  the  consumer :  but  aU  business  wouM 
be  done  on  solid  principles,  and  abundant  trouble  saved  to  alt 
parties,  as  transactions  would  generaUy  be  completed  at  the  time 
of  delivery,  or  while  in  memory,  as  tar  as  respects  the  articles  in 
question,  which  form  a  material  part  of  our  intercourse  with  each 
other 

Having  endeavoured  to  establish  a  rule,  and  reasoned  a  little  oti 
its  advantages,  we  must  next  consider  the  evasions  which  may  be 
practised  in  opposition  to  our  theory ;  and  we  really  think  they^ 
can  hardly  be  numerous,  or  very  available.  The  temptations  would 
be  greatest,  where  the  intercourse  takes  place  between  the  cities 
and  the  provinces;  but  which,  by  means  of  bankers  or  agents, 
would  be  generally  very  easily  removed.  Some  inconvenience, 
however,  will  occadonally  arise  among  a  certain  class  of  traders, 
who  have  not  this  resource,  and  where  me  waggoner  or  coaster  are 
only  known  between  the  parties;  and  were  these  cases  more 
numerous,  they  chiefly  occur  as  to  manufactured  goods  and  lux-^ 
uries,  on  which  long  credits  are  still  allowed  to  be  extended  and 
have  legal  protection  ;  and  where  this  is  not  the  case,  remittances 
to  a  certam  extent  for  the  most  part  are,  or  ought  to  be,  in  every 
tradesman's  power  worthy  of  credit.    However,  to  remedy  as 

■  Which  a  certain  Scotch  peer  will  com  plain  of:  in  shorty  nothing  but  a 
system  of  loans,  from  Government  down  to  the  pauper,  can  widen  the  mar- 
kets to  his  taste.  He  happily  stands  alone  in  this  opinion ;  and  having  already 
one  leg  in  the  grave,  the  other  will  hardly  advance  another  step  to  save  his 
counti^y.  Such  ideas  are  of  a  piece  with  his  profound  ideas  on  the  sinking 
fund,  hitherto  considered  as  **  a  new  way  to  pay  old  debts/'  but  according 
to  him  "  the  devil  to  pay." 
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much  as  possible  the  inconvenience  in  this  respect,  it  might  not 
be  imprudent  to  afford  the  protection  of  the  laws  to  an  extension 
of  credit  in  distant  transactions* 

It  is  easy  to  see,  that  a  dealer  who  gives  no  credit  with  his  corn, 
his  bread,  his  meat,  or  his  cotton  for  manufacture,  may  lend 
money  to  an  equal  amount  to  pay  for  them,  and  thereby  give  the 
same  accommodation  to  his  customers,  and  thus  evade  the  want 
of  protection  from  the  law  in  so  doing  ;  but  it  leaves  him  open 
to  proofs,  which  may  make  it  appear  a  manoeuvre  between  the 
parties,  by  which  they  may  incur  a  certain  expense  on  both  sidess 
and  wiiere  redress  would  be  ineffectual.  We  possibly  open  a  door 
to  many  artifices  not  to  be  foreseen,  at  least  by  a  common  observer ; 
but  it  may  be  safely  left  to  ministers,  who  are  no  novices  in  matters 
of  detail,  to  provide  the  remedies. 

As  to  the  first  purchasers  of  raw  materials  being  put  to  incon* 
Tenience  by  the  necessity  of  paying  too  soon  for  the  articles  they 
work  up,  u  it  produces  only  less  speculation  to  their  injury,  they 
will  reap,  in  this  respect,  an  important  advantage  from  it :  they 
have  country  banks  generally  at  their  elbow,  whose  business  it  is 
to  furnish  accommodation  on  easy  terms  ^  and  when  we  sit  our- 
selves down  to  consider,  how  small  a  proportion  the  price  of  the 
raw  materials  bears  to  manufactured  goods,  in  Iron,  in  cotton, 
or  even  in  wool  or  in  silk,  with  those  who  have  capitals  at 
their  disposal  to  pay  for  work  weekly,  can  the  credit  which 
they  obtain  with  the  raw  material  afibrd  the  slightest  argument, 
except  in  very  few  extraordinary  cases  of  real  necessity,  and  here  it 
is  better  on  all  accounts  that  th«  transaction  should  not  take  place  ? 
fmr  where  means  are  so  cramped,  tratde  is  seldom  successful. 

This  digression,  in  a  work  more  properly  confined  to  the  four 
ordinary  departments  of  the  public  service,  it  is  hoped  we  shall  be 
pardoned  for  introducing  in  the  form  of  this  third  chapter. 

Our  design  has  been,  we  hope  not  fruitlessly,  to  tender  our 
feeble  services  in  opposing  the  three  tried  enemies  of  peace  and 
plenty,  the  corn-bill,  die  middle-desders,  and  excessive  taxation. 
The  first  by  recommending  its  repeal ;  tlie  second  by  no  coercive 
measure,  but  simply  \nthdrawing  our  protection  from  unproductive 
labors  \  the  third  by  suitable  bounties. 

Hence  we  flatter  ourselves  it  will  be  seen,  that  We  advocate  the 
more  than  fashionable  cause  of  non-interference  in  its  utmost 
latitude :  but,  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  it  in  common  with 
ottf  neighbours,  i^  is  necessary  to  remove  or  remedy  the  obstructions 
peculiar  to  our  own  case,  which  are,  the  weight  of  burdens,  less 
felt  by  our  neighbours,  and  that  noble  and  generous  confidence,  as 
far  as  it  is  mischievous,  which  the  sons  of  liberty  and  glory  inspire 
in  each  other. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Publications  on  fugitive  topics,  though  from  their  na- 

i' 

ture  sometimes  less  dubiously  useful  to  manUnd  than  more 
permanent  works,  are  so  little  a  source  of  reputation,  that 
their  Authors  have  commonly  thought  it  prudent  to  with- 
hold their  names.  If  an  Author  be  obscure,  such  publi- 
cadons  will  not  exalt  him — ^if  he  be  eminent,  they  may  be 
supposed  to  derogate  from  the  gravity  of  more  serious  oc- 
cupations, or  from  the  dignity  of  a  more  solid  fame. 

These  common  reasons  may  be  sufficient  for  anonymous 
publication,  especially  in  a  case  like  the  present,  which 
consists  either  of  argument,  which  a  name  can  neither 
strengthen  nor  impair ;  or  of  &cts,  which  are  so  acknow- 
ledged  as  to  need  na  testimony  for  their  support. 


A   LETTER 


TO 


THE  RIGHT  HON*  WILLIAM  PITT, 


Sir, 

History  records  too  many  examples  ofpolitical  apostasy  to  make 
any  case  of  that  sort  new  or  singidar.  Yet  with  all  your  know- 
ledge in  that  branch  of  history,  to  which  congenial  sentiments 
must  have  naturally  pointed  your  studies,  I  doubt  whether  you  can 
produce  many  instances  in  which  the  political  apostate^  instead  of 
the  language  which  becomes  his  situation,  dares  to  assume  the  tone 
of  parade  and  of  triumph  *,  and  with  the  most  eccentric  originality 
of  insolence  labors  to  convert  his  own  desertion  of  principle  mto  an 
argument  against  these  principles  themselves,  instead  of  feeling 
the  principles  as  a  stigma  on  his  desertion*  We  do  not  find 
that  Curio  was  shameless  enough,  wheii  he  deserted  the  cause 
of  his  country,  to  urge  against  it  the  boldness  of  his  own  apos- 
tasy with  the  same  confidence  that  Cato  would  have  used  in  its  sup- 
port the  authority  of  his  virtue.  The  annals  of  ancient  or  modern 
apostasy  contain  nothing  so  flagrant.  It  was  reserved  for  our  days 
to  add  this  variety  to  the  various  combinations  of  fraud  and  inso- 
lence, which  have  in  former  ages  duped  and  oppressed  mankind ; 
and  it  was  peculiarly  reserved  for  a-statesman,  whose  character  re- 
conciles the  most  repugnant  extremes*  of  political  depravity,  the 
pliancy  of  the  most  abject  intrigue,  with  the  vaunting  of  the  most 
lofty  hyprocrisy.  It  was  reserved  for  him,  not  alone  silently  to 
abandon,  not  alone  even  publicly  to  abjure  the  doctrines  of  his 
former  life ;  not  alone  to  oppose,  with  ardor,  with  vehemence, 
with  vindence,  those  propositions  from  others,  by  which  he  him- 
self had  earned  popularity,  and  climbed  to  unexampled.power  \  but 
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to  convert  into  a  source  of  obloquy  against  otlier  men  a  measure 
which  had  been  the  basis  of  tus  own  reputation  and  importance.  It 
was  reserved  for  such  a  man  to  repeat  those  very  common-place 
objections  to  the  measure,  and  those  very  common-place  slanders 
against  its  movers,  which  had  been  urged  against  himself,  and  which 
he  himself  had  justly  despised,  or  victoriously  refuted.'  It  was  re- 
served for  him,  unblushingly  to  renew  all  the  clamor  against  novelty, 
and  all  those  affectionate  alarms  for  the  British  Constitution,  which 
patriotic  boroughmongers  had  so  successfully  employed  against 
himself.  Yes,  Sir,  it  was  reserved  for  the  son  of  Chatham  thus 
to  stigmatise  the  <<  dying  legacy'^  of  his  father,  and  thus  to  brand 
his  own  «<  virgin  effort." 

You  will  have  already  perceived,  that  it  is  on  yQur  late  conduct 
in  the  case  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  that  I  am  to  animadvert. 
Though  I  feel  a  dislike,  not  unmixed  with  contempt,  for  politics 
purely  personal,  and  though  I  should  be  the  last  man  to  betray  and 
degrade  the  great  cause  of  Reform,  by  mingling  it  with  the  petty 
squabbles  of  party,  yet  when  I  see  the  authority  of  an  apostate  cha- 
racter opposed  to  the  cause  from  which  he  apostatised,  I  think  it 
at  least  fit  that  that  obstacle  should  be  removed,  and  that  the  vapor, 
uig  language  of  such  a  delinquent  should  be  counteracted  by  the 
merited  brand  of  his  crimes. 

,  The  cause  of  Reform  demands  that  the  nature  of  your  present 
opposition  to  it  should  be  understood.  The  interest  of  the  people 
demands  that  they  should  well  understand  the  character  of  him 
who  may  yet  be  hkely,  in  some  possible  combination  of  events,  to 
offer  himself  to  them  as  the  champion  of  Reform,  and  perhaps  ul- 
timately to  prove  the  leader  in  more  extensive  and  dangerous  mea- 
sures. And  it  is  generally  fit  that  no  signal  example  of  triumphant 
apostasy  should  pass  with  impunity. 

These  are  the  public  reasons^  Sir,  which  lead  me  to  call  public 
attention  to  your  conduct ;  reasons  which  have  influenced  one  who 
has  no  respect  for  your  principles,  and  no  exaggerated  opinion  of 
your  abilities^  which  he  has  sometimes  admired  without  idolatry^ 
and  often  opposed  without  fear.  That  I  am  in  no  abject  or  de- 
voted sense  a  partizan,  I  trust  even  my  present  sentiments  will 
prove.  I  am  only,  therefore^  your  enemy  so  far  as  I  believe  you  to 
be  the  enemy  of  my  country  \  and  I  am  not  unwilling  to  adopt  for 

'  See  the  debate  on  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  for  Parliamentary  Reform  on  the 
7th  May,  1T82.  Compare  the  reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
the  alarms  and  arguments  of  Mr.  T.  Pitt,  proprietor  of  Old  Saruntf  with  bis 
speech  on  the  notice  of  Mr.  Grey,  the  dOth  April,  1792,  in  which  he  expresses 
those  alarms  which  he  had  then  scouted,  and  retails  those  arguments  which 
lie  bad  then  co)itenuicd  ! — Ergo  referens  hac  nuncius  ibU  FeUda  geniUnil 
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the  €reed  of  my  personal  politics  the  dying  prayer  of  a  great  man^ 
<<  Ut  Ha  cuique  eveniatut  quisque  de  Bepubltca  mereatur?^^ 

The  three  general  grounds  then  on  which  I  shall  proceed  to  exa- 
mine your  conduct  are,  your  apostasy — your  present  pretexts  fcnr 
opposing  reform — and  the  probability  of  such  a  future  conduct  in 
you  as  may  render  it  extremely  important  that  the  people  should 
justly  appreciate  your  characten 

Tour  entrance  into  public  life  was  marked  by  circumstances  more 
favorable  than  any  English  statesman  has  ever  experienced.  With 
all  the  vigor  of  your  own  talents,  with  all  the  reflected  lustre  of 
your  Father's  character,  you  appeared  at  a  moment  when  the  ungra- 
cious toil  of  opposition  was  almost  past,  when  little  remained  but 
to  profit  by  the  effect  of  other  men's  efibrts,  and  to  urge  the  fall 
of  a  tottenng  Ministry,  whose  misconduct  had  already  been  fatally 
proved  by  national  misfortune.  The  current  of  popularity  had  al- 
ready set  strongly  against  the  Minister.  The  illusions  of  American 
conquest  and  American  revenue  wei^e  dispelled.  The  eyes  of  the 
people  were  opened  to  the  folly  of  the  Cabinet.  You  had  only  to 
declaim  against  it.  The  attention  of  the  people  was  called  to  those 
defects  in  their  Constitution,  which  permitted  such  a  Cabinet  so  long 
to  betray  the  public  interest*  and  to  brave  the  public  opinion. 
Tou  had  only  to  .put  yourself  at  the  head  of  the  people,  to  declare, 
yourself  the  leader  of  Reform.  In  this  character  you  had  recourse 
to  die  same  means,  and  you  were  assailed  by  the  same  objections^ 
with  every  past  and  every  future  Leader  of  Reform.  Despairing, 
that  a  corrupt  body  should  spontaneously  reform  itself,  you  invited 
the  interposition  of  the  people.  Tou  knew  that  dispersed  efibrt 
must  be  unavailing.  Tou  therefore  encouraged  them  to  associate. 
You  were  not  deterred  from  appealing  to  the  people  by  such  miser-^ 
able  common  places  of  reproach  as  those  of  advertismg  for  griev^^ 
ances,  diflTusing  discontents,  and  provoking  sedition.  Tou  well 
knew  that  in  the  vocabulary  of  corrupt  power  inquiry  is  sedition^ 
and  tranquillity  is  synonimous  with  blind  and  abject  obedience. 
Yqu  were  not  deterred  from  joining  with  the  associations  of  the 
people  by  being  told  that  they  were  to  overawe  Parliament.  Yoa 
knew  the  valu^  of  a  jargon  that  does  not  deserve  to  be  digmfied  bv 
so  high  a  name  as  sophistry.  You  felt  for  it  that  contempt  whicn 
every  man  of  sense  always  feels,  and  which  every  man  of  sincerity 
will  always  express. 

As  you  were  regardless  of  the  clamor  against  the  necessary 
means  for  the  accomplishment  of  your  object— ^s  you  knew  that 
whoever  would  substantially  serve  the  people  in  such  a  cause,  must 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  associate  with  the  people  \  you  must 
have  had  a  just  and  a  supreme  contempt  for  the  sophistry  which 
was  opposed  to  the  measure  of  reforming  the  Representation  itself. 
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^otL  wetie;  told  (every  Reformer  has  bee^  told,  and  eviery  Reformer 
will  be  tdd)  that  of  inuoratiotis  there  is  no  end,  that  to  adopt  on6 
18  to  in^te  a  succession  \  and  that,  though  you  knew  the  limits  of 
your  own  Reforms^  you  could  not  prescribe  bounds  to  the  views 
which  their  success  might  awaken  in  the  minds  of  others.  To  so 
battered  .a  generality  it  lAras  easy  to  oppose  another  common-place^ 
It  was  easy  to  urge  that,  as  no  Government  could  be  secure  if  it 
were  to  be  perpetually  changed,  no  abuse  could  be  reformed  if  in- 
stitutions are  to  be  inflexibly  maintained*  If  they  call  the  courage 
of  a  Reformer  temerity,  he  is  equally  entitled  to  represcfnt  their 
caution  as  cowardice.  If  they  speak  from  conjecture  of  his  future 
interest  in  confusion,  he  may  from  knowledge  speak  of  their  actual 
interest  in  corruption.. 

They  told  you  that  extravagant  speculations  were  abroad ;'  tliat 
it  was  no  moment  to  hope  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  temperate 
Reform,  when  there  were  so  many  men  of  mischievous  and  visio* 
nary  principles,  whom  your  attempts  would  embolden,  and  whom 
your  Reforms  would  not  content.  Tou  replied,  that  the  redress  of 
real  grievances  was  the  surest  remedy  against  imaginary  alarms ; 
that  the  existence  of  acknowledged  corruptions  is  the  only  circum*^ 
stance  that  renders  incendiaries  formidable  \  and  that  to  correct 
these  corruptions  is  to  wrest  from  them  their  most  powerful 
weapon. 

By  a  conduct  thus  natural  you  pursued  your  measure.  Of  that 
conduct  indeed  I  should  not  now  have  reminded  you,  ^^  it  not 
been  for  the  sake  of  contrastiiw  it  mth  some  recent  transactions* 
It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that  you  found  it  easy  to  practise  on 
the  generous  credulity  of  the  English  people,  and  that,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  present  reign,  the  King's  advisers  thought  fit  to  choose 
#A^r  minister  because  they  knew  that  he  was  popular,  actuated  by 
the  double  policy  of  debauching  a  popular  leader,  and  of  surrounding 
with  the  splendor  of  popularity  the  apostate  agent  of  their  vn&i 
But  with  die  other  parts  of  your  public  life  I  have  nothing  to  do^ 
nor  will.  I  trace  minutely  the  progress  of  your  pretended  e^rts  for 
Parliamentary  Reform. 

The  curtain  was  dropped  in  1785.  The  farce  then  closed. 
Other  cares  then  began  to  occupy  your  mind.  To  dupe  the  en- 
thusiasts of  Reform  ceased  to  be  of  any  further  moment,  and  the 
question  itself  slept,  until  it  was  revived  by  Mr.  Flood  in  1790. 

There  was  little  danger  of  the  success  of  his  motion,  maintained 
by  himself  with  little  pertinacity,  and  seconded  neither  by  any 
Parliamentary  connexion,  nor  by  any  decisive  popular  opinion.  To 
it  therefore  you  thought  a  languid  opposition  from  you  sufficient; 

'  Lord  Camelford'fi  speech. 
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Tott  resenred  more  active  opposidon  for  more  formidable  dangerfi 
and  you  abandoned  the  motion  of  Mr*  Flood  to  the  declaipation  of 
|fr.  Grenviile,  the  logic  of  Mr.  Windham^  and  the  invective  of 
Mr.  Burke.    . 

That  more  formidable  danger  at  length  arrived.  A  Reform  in 
the  Representation  was  brought  forward  by  a  gentleman  of  th^ 
most  powerful  abilities,  of  high  consideration  in  the  country,  and 
of  a-  character  the  most  happily  untainted  by  any  of  those  dubious 
transactions  of  which  political  parties  are  rarely  able,  for  any  loujg 
period,  to  escape  at  least  the  imputation.  Such  a  character  was 
odious  to  apostasy.  Such  an  enemy  was  formidable  to  corruption; 
.  The  delate  on  the  notice  of  Mr.  Grey  illustrated  the  fears  of 
corrupt  men,  and  the  malignity  of  apostates.  It  was  then  that 
alarms  which  had  slumbered  so  long  over  incendiary  writings  were 
suddenly  called  forth  by  the  dreadful  suggestion  of  a  moderate^ 
and  therefore,  of  a  practicable  Reform. 

Nor  is  the  reason  of  this  difficult  to  discover.  These  incendiary 
publications  might  render  signal  service  to  a  corrupt  government, 
by  making  the  cause  of  freedom  odious,  and  perhaps  by  provoking 
iqimatured  and  ill-concerted  tumults,  the  suppression  of  which 
might  increase  the  strength,  and  justify  the  violence,  of  Govern- 
Tosot*  No  such  happy  effects  were  to  be  hoped  from  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Grey.  Impracticable  schemes  are  never  terrible,  but  that 
fatal. proposition  direatened.  the  overthrow  of  corruption  itself; 
Then  your  exertions  were  indeed  demanded  :  then  your  pious  zeal 
fmr  the: Constitution  was  called  forth. 

.   Theoretical  admirers  of  the  Constitution  had  indeed  supposed  its 
excellence  to  consist  in  that  trial  by  jury  which  you  had  nalrrowed 
by  excise;  and  its  salvation  to  depend  on  that  liberty  of  the  press 
which  you  had  scared  by  prosecution.    Such  might  have  been  thtf 
idle  ravings  of  Locke  or  Montesquieu.     But  you  well  knew  its 
practical  excellence  to  depend  on  very  different  things. 
•   Already,  in  your  imagination,  that  citadel  of  the  Constitution, 
Qfieenborough^  that  sanctuary  of  freedom,  Midhursty  tottered  t0 
their  foundations.     Already^  even  Corn^aoaU  itself,  the  land  of  free- 
dom, was  pierced  by  the  impious  din  of  Reform.     Actuated  by 
alarms  so  honest  and  so  wise  for  such  sacred  bulwarks  of  the  Con- 
stitution, no  wonder  that  you  magnanimously  sacrificed  your  own 
character.     No  wonder  that  you  stooped  to  rake  together  every 
dumsy  sophism,-  and  every  malignant  slander  that  the  most  front- 
less  corruption  had  ever  circulated,  or  the  most  "Stupid  credulity  be- 
lieved.   Nor  was  it  even  wondeiful,  when  we  consider  it  in  this 
view,  that  you  should  have  pronounced  an  elaborate,  a  solemn,  a 
malignant  invective,  against  the  prixtciples  which  you  yourself  had 
professed,  the  precise  measures  which  you  had  promoted,  and  the 
VOL.  XXI.  Fam.  NO,  XLI.  H 
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T^ry  means  wjtiich  you  had  chosenifor  tbeir  accomplishment.  Tfaeve 
i{^  spifie(bing  in  such  a  parade  of  apostasy,  which,  in  the  minda  of 
c^tnin  persons^  m»j  efface  those*  vestiges  of  ^distrust  and  rep»g* 
nance*  that  the  recollection  of  a  popular  coniduct  in  early  life  must 
have  imprinted.      .         . 

'  The  digraceful  triumph  of  that  night  will  indeed  lang  be  remem^^ 
bered  by  those  who  were  indignant  spectators  of  it.  A  Minister 
ij^eprobating  associations^  and  condemning  any  mode  of  collecting 
the  opinion  of  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  House 
of  C<^nmon8.— !-He  who  commenced  his  career  by  being  an  Asso*- 
ciator*  and  who  avowedly,  placed  all  his  hopes  of  success  in  the 
authority  which  general  opinion  was  to  have  aver  the  House  of 
Commons :— He  who  continued  a  Minister  in  defiance  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  because  he  supposed  himself  to  possess  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people : — He  who  gave  the  first  example  of  le- 
gitimating and  embodying  the  opinion  of  the  people  against  the 
voice  of  their  representatives :' — ^He  was  the  Minister  who  adopted 
this  language.  It  is  not,  Sir,  on  that  night  to  the  splendor  of  your 
words,  nor  the  music  of  your  periods^  that  you  owed  tli^  plaud^s 
of  the  boroughf-mongers  of  Wiltshire  or  of  Cornwall.  They  take  no 
cognizance  of  any  dexterities  of  sophistry  or  felicities  of  declama<* 
tion ;  the  pompous  nothingness  of  Abercorn,  and  the  sordid  bar-^ 
barity  of  Rolle,  are  more  on  a  level  with  their  understanding 
and  more  in  unison  with  their  taste.  They  applauded  you  foi^ 
virtues  like  their  own,  for  impudence  in  asserting  falsehood,  for 
audacity  in  defending  corruption.  Their  assent  was  condemna-^ 
tion — their  applause  was  ignominy-^Their  disgracefuh  iear  hints 
ought  to.  have  called  to  your  recollection  the  depth  of  infamy 
into,  which  you  had  at*  length  plunged.  They  were  the 
very  usurpers  whom<  you  pledged  yoursflf  to  your  country  to 
attack;  and  at  the  only  time  of  your  life  when  your  conduct 
had  the  semblance  of  virtue,  these  are  the  men  in  whose  enmity 
you  would  have  justly  gloried.  At  that  time  your  claim  on  the 
confidence  of  the  people  would  have  been  almost  solely  founded 
on  the  virulence  of  hostility,  and  the  vdiemence  of  damov  which 
such  men  would  employ  against  you.  And  these  therefbre  are 
the  inea  whose  applause  now  justly  seals  the  sentence  of  your 
apostasy. 

Nor,  Sir,  is  this  brief  history  of  that  apostasy  more  flagrant 
than,  the  plain  statement  of  your  pretexts  will  appear  absurdit 

'  These  remarks  are  stated  neither  to  justify  nor  to  condemn  the  conduct 

*  of  Mu  Pitt  in  the  celebrated  contest  of  1784.    They  are  merely  inteuded 

to  contrast  his  tfien  measures  with  his  present  professigiis,  ^n^  ti\^t  ai|ji( 

example  of  inconsistency  so  grobs  and  notoriuus  is  to  be  found  in  thcb]ack 

aaiial9ofti!postasy/I  am  yet  to  Itam.         «  •    •   « 
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The  frank  and  good-natured  prostitution  of  DuKdas,  which  as- 
games  no  disguise^  and  affects  noprinciple,  almost  disarms  censure, 
and  relaxes  us  into  a  sort  of  indulgence  for  one  whom  we  can  hei- 
chetr  hate  nor  respect*  The  unblushing  steadiness  of  avowed  To- 
ryism, we  can  neither  blame  as  inconsistent,  nor  dread  as  Cont^gkms. 
Many  men  may  be  intimidated  by  their  power,  and  many  seduced 
by  their  corruption,  but  no  man  is  deceived  by  their  professions. 
It  is  not  therefore  to  such  men  that  the  Friend  of  the  Pboplb 
desires  to  point  their  jealousy  and  their  resentment.  Against  such 
men  it  is  not  necessary  to  euard  them.  But  it  will,  indeed,  be  his 
doty  to  detect  the  pr^/ie/r/s  by  which  the  specious  and  successful 
hypocrite  not  only  disguises  his  own  character,  but  triumphantly 
deludes  die  people. 

It  is  now  then  fit  to  examine  those  pretexts  by  which  you  irould 
erade  the  ignominy  of  having  deserted  your  cause.  Such  a  dis- 
cussion is  not  only  necessarv  to.  convict  you,  but' to  the  defence  of 
diose  whom  you  have  attacked.  For  unless  the  fallacy  of  thes^ 
pretexts  be  exposed,  the  Friends  of  Reform  may  be  branded  as  the 
thouehtless  or  malignant  disturbers  of  their  country,  while  the  a[k>s- 
tate  m>m  Reform  may  be  regarded  as  the  provident  and  honest  pre- 
server of  its  quiet.  It  is  only  by  the  exposure  of  his  pretexts  that  this 
apostate  can  be  shown  in  his  genuine  character,  sacrificing  for  the 
preservation  of  corrupt  power^  not  only  the  present  liberty^  but  the 
future  probable  peace  of  his  country. 

Let  us  then,  Sir,  consider  what  those  pretexts  are,  by  which 
you  labor  to  ascribe  to  insanity  or  profligacy  in  1792^  that  attempt 
to  reform,  which  in  1782  was  the  purest  exertion  of  the  most 
heroic  patriotism.  By  what  sort  of  chronalogUal  morality  virtue 
eould  so  shortly  have  been  transmuted  into  vice,  may  be  in  itself  a 
curious  enquiry.  Has  the  generous  enthusiasm  of  your  youth 
been  corrected  by  the  juster  views  of  experience  i  Has  it  been 
tepressed  by  die  selfish  coldness  of  advancing  years  ?  Or  has  it 
been  laid  aueep  by  the  genial  indulgences,  and  the  seductive  blan* 
dishments  of  power  ?  Such  are  the  questions  which  a  discussion 
of  your  pretexts  must  resolve. 

You  are,  in  the  first  place,  pleased  to  inform  us,  that  those 
grievances  which  once  so  clamorously  pleaded  for  a  Reform  of 
Parliament,  have,  under  your  wise  and  virtuous  administration^ 
eeased  to  exist.  The  reasons^  if  we  may  believe  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  yourself)  which  then  justined  Reform,  no  longet 
operate.  The  nation  is  prosperous.  The  people  are  contented; 
The  ftatim^it  of  facts  is  as  inoontestably  true,  as  the  inference 
from  it  is  false.  It  is  because  the  nation  is  prosperous,  it  is  because 
die  people  are  tranquil,  that  this  is  an  audpidous  moment  for  avert- 
ing fmm  ^ur  country  calamities  which  a  corrupt  House  o£  Ckto- 
mons  (by  your  confession)  did  tmce  produce ;  and  whidi  diere- 
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fore  an  unreforxned  House  of  Commons  may  again  equaUy  occa- 
sion. 

The  logic  of  apostasy  is  happily  on  st  level  with  its  morals.  In 
1782,  when  general  discontent  might-  indeed  have  furnished 
aome  color  for  an  alarm  that  Reform  would  degenerate  into  con- 
irulsipn,  then  you  and  that  noble  Duke  placed  yourselves  at  the 
Iiead  of  di£Ferent  bodies  of  Reformers.  You  suppose,  it  sefems^ 
that  chsange  is  only  to  be  attempted  with  safety,  and  bounded  by 
moderation^  when  the  temper  of  the  people  b  inflamed,  and  ex^ 
asperated  by  a  succession  of  public  calamities. 

Such  is  tiie  reasoning,  such  the  politics  of  these  honest  Patriot9) 
tnd  accomplished  Legislators !  Other  men  might  harve  supposed, 
that  a  state  of  convulsion  and  irritation  was  not  the  temper  in  which 
moderate  Reforms  were  likely  to  be  adopted  by  tlie  people ;  and 
that  to  defer  all  proposition  of  Reform  until  grievances  should  pro« 
duCe  again  such  a  fatal  state,  was  to  delay  them  to  a  moment  when 
there  would  infallibly  be  no  choice,  but  to  take  refuge  in  des- 
potism, or  to  plunge  into  civil  war.  The  vety  circumstance  of 
the  content  of  the  people  is  that  which  gives  us  a  perfect  security 
that  Reforms  will  not  be  hurried  away  into  violence.  It  is  there^ 
fore  that  which  most  powerfully  invites  all  men  to  exertion,  who 
desire  a  wise  and  measured  improvement  of  the  Constitution.  -: 
r  Granting  even  that  no  actucd  or  urgent  evil  arises  froni  the  cor- 
rupt state  of  the  pretended  Representation  of  the  People — Grant- 
ing tliat  it  has  not  within  the  last  eight  years  cost  us  thirteen  Colo- 
nieSf  a  hundred  thousand  lives,  and  the  accumulation  of  a  hundred 
^nd  fifty  millions  of  debt — Making  all  these  concessions,  what  ar<^ 
gument  do  they  furnish  to  you  ?  Are  the  necessary  tendencies  of 
an  institution  ho  reason  for  reforming  it?  Is  it  because  these 
iefidencies  are  suspended  by  some  accidental  circumstance,  that  we 
are  to  tolerate  them  until  they  are  again  called  forth  irtto  destruc- 
tive energy  ?  Had  you  been  a  Senator  under  Titim,  if  any  man 
had  proposed  controls  on  the  despotic  authority  of  the  Emperor, 
and  if  he  had  Justified  his  proposition  by  reminding  the  Senate  of 
the  ferocity  of  Nero,  or  the  brutality  of  Vitellius,  you  must,  on 
auch  a  principle,  have  opposed  to  his  arguments  the  happiness  de- 
rived ffom  the  eatisting  Government,  till  your  sophistry  was  con- 
futed, and  your  servility  rewarded  by  DoMitiAN. 

:  It  is  thus  easy  to  expose  your  pretexts,  even  without  dis|>uting 
jrour  assumptions.  But  it  is  time  to' retract  concessions  whi(£ 
truth  does  not  permit,  and  to  prove  that  the  absurdity  of  your  con- 
clusions is  equalled  by  the  falsehood  of  those  premises  on  which 
they  are  established*  •  -     . 

'./The  question,  whether  those  grievances  now  exist,  which  in 
your  bninion  once  justified  a  Parlianlentary  Reform j  will  be  befHt 
de€i4^  by  considering  the  nature  of  sutfh  grievances,' and  the  ten^ 
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dency  of  such  a  Reform  to  redress  them.  The  grievance  is,  th^ 
perpetual  acqtiiescence  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  fhe  dictates 
of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  The  source  of  this  grievance  is 
the  enormous  influence  of  the  Crown  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
The  remedy  is,  to  render  th^t  House,  by  chsnging  the  modes  of 
its  election,  and  shortening  the  duration  of  its  trust,  dependent 
upon  the  people,  instead  of  being  dependent  upon  the  Crown,  otj 
what  is  much  worse,  an  overwhelming  Oligarchy. 

Such  is  the  brief  state  of  the  subject.  Can  you  then  have  the 
insolence  to  assert,  that  the  influence  has  decreased  in  your  time^ 
or  that  it  has  produced  a  less  abject  acquiescence?  That  in* 
fluence  and  that  acquiescence  are  the  grievances  which  are  to  bo 
reformed ;  and  as  no  impudence  can  deny  that  they  exist  in  their 
full  force,  so  no  sophistry  can  escape  the  inference,  that  the  ne* 
cessity  for  reforming  them  remains  undiminished.  Have  majori- 
ties in  your  time  been  less  devoted  ?  Have  the  measures  of  the 
Court  been  less  indiscriminately  adopted  ?  Has  the  voice  of  the 
people  been  less  neglected  ?  Has  the  voice,  of  the  Minister  been 
less  obeyed  ?  Not  one  of  these  things  is  true  ;  not  one,  there* 
fore,  of  the  reajsons  for  Reform  has  ceased  to  operate. 

But  to  argue  the  question  in  this  manner  is  to  do  ii^justice.  to 
its  strength.  It  is  not  only  true  that  the  acquiescence  of  Irarliament 
has  not  been  less  indiscriminate ;  it  is  not  only  true  that  the  House 
of  Commons  have  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  such  ungovernable 
independence  and  impracticable  virtue,  as  might  seem  to  render  its 
Reform  less  necessary  or  legs  urgent ;  but  it  is  uncontrovertibly 
true,  that  your  recent  experience  furnishes  a  more  fantastic  ex- 
ample of  that  ignominious  servitude,  from  which  Reform  only  can 
rescue  the  Commons,  than  any  other  that  is  to  be  found  in  our 
history.  I  allude  to  your  Russian  armament,  which  I  do  not 
bring  forward  that  I  may  speak  of  its  absurdity,  because  I  will  not 
stoop  to  wound  a  prostrate  enemy,  nor  to  insult  a  convicted  cri« 
minal.  I  allude  to  it  only  as  an  example  of  the  parade  with  which 
the  dependence  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Minister  was 
exhibited  to  an  indignant  country.  On  former  occasions  it  had 
been  equally  corrupt  \  on  former  occasions  it  had  been  equally 
absurd  ;  but  on  no  former  occasion  had  it  displayed  such 
ostentatious  and  versatile  dependence.  The  Minister  in  one 
session  determines  on  his  armament.  His  obsequious  majority 
register  the  edict ;  but  the  absurdity,  the  odium,  and  the  unpopu* 
larity  of  the  measure,  shake  the  resolution  of  the  Cabinet.  The 
▼oice  of  the  people,  despised  by. their  pretended  representatives,  is 
listened  to  by  the  Minister.  The  House  of  Commons  are  at  his 
nod  ready  tp  plunge  their  country  into  the  most  ruinous  and  unjust 
War ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  declare  tHcir  sentiments,  and  the 
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Minister  recedes.  He  commands  his  majority  to  retrace  their, 
steps^  to  condemn  their  former  proceedings,  and  thus  to  declare 
most  emphatically,  that  their  interest  is  not  die  interest,  that  their 
vQice  is  not  the  voice,  of  the  people. «  The  obsequious  majority 
obey  without  a  murmur..  «  Tibi  summum  rerum  judicium  dii  de^ 
dere'^nobis  obsequii  gloria  relicta  est  J* 

Nothing  could  more  forcibly  illustrate  the  mockery  and  nul- 
lity of  what  is  strangely  called  the  Representation  of  tne  People, 
than  this  splendid  victory  of  public  opinion.  The  Minister  yielded* 
to  that  natural  authority  of  public  opinion,  which  is  independent 
of  forms  of  Government,  and  which  would  have  produced  the 
same  effect  in  most  of  tlie  simple  monarchies  of  civUised  Europe. 
The  Cabinet  of  Versailles  would  have  been  compelled  to  exhibit  a 
similar  deference  to  the  general  sentiment  before  the  fall  of  their 
despotism  ;  and  the  people  of  England  experienced  no  more  aid 
from  their  supposed  Representatives,  than  if  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  been  in  form  and  avowal  a  chamber  for  registering 
ministerial  edicts. 

Thus  wretched  are  the  pretexts  to  which  you  have  been  driven. 
It  is  not  only  easy  to  expose  the  emptiness  and  futility  of  these 
pretexts,  but  to  establish  with  all  the  evidence  of  wliich  any  topic 
of  civil  prudence  is  susceptible,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  timeSf 
instead  of  rendering  it  dangerous  to  attempt  a  Reform  in  our 
Constitution,  make  it  infinitely  dangerous  to  delay  such  a  Reform. 

On  the  French  Revolution,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  offer  any 
observations.  It  has  no  natural  or  direct  relation  to  my  subject^ 
and  were  I  disposed  to  treat  it,  it  woUld  be  my  aim  to  attempt 
what  has  not  hitherto  been  attempted,  and  what  perhaps  it  may 
yet  be  too  early  to  execute  with  success,  an  impartial  and  phi- 
losophical estimate  of  the  most  unexampled  event  in  history.  But 
on  its  tn/rtWc  merits  it  is  not  now  my  province  to  observe.  I 
have  only  to  consider  it  as  marking  the  present  time,  either  at 
auspicious  or  inauspicious  to  attempts  to  reform  our  Constitution. 
These  attempts  to  obtain  Reform  disclaim  all  alliance  with  the 
magnificent  principles,  or  the  perilous  speculations,  by  which  men, 
accordipg  to  tlieir  various  prepossessions,  will  suppose  our  neigh- 
bours to  have  been  nobly  animated  or  fatally  deluded. 

Whether  the  boldness  of  these  principles,  and  the  wideness  of 
these  speculations,  be  as  reconcileable  with  the  order  of  freedom 
as  they  were  instrumental  in  the  destruction  of  tyranny,  is  a  ques- 
tion on  which  wise  men  will  not  be  prone  to  anticipate  the  deci* 
sion  of  experience.  But  the  schemes  of  Reform  which  we  have 
now  in  view,  the  only  Reforms  which,  under  the  circumstances  1 
could  approve,  are  founded  on  other  principles,  on  sentiments  long 
naturalised  among  us,  on  notions  of  liberty  purely  English.  . 
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Net  engaged  either  b  the  discufision  or  defence  of  the  Fr^nclT 
UeTotution,  we  then  have  onljr  to  contemplate  it  as  it  is  8ut>posed  to 
lender  thepresenttnomesitfavorableor  nnfavorable  to  meditatedRe- 
forms  in  England.  In  this  view  it  will  fafe  easy  to  prove,  thslt  the  pro^ 
bable  Ctttttie  influence  of  diat  Revolution,  whaieoer  be  its  issue, 
on  the  general  sentiments  of  Europe,  marks  the  present  moment  as 
that  in  which  a  Reform  of  the  English  Constitution  is  not  only 
safe  and  prudent,  but  urgent  and  indispensible.  Nothing  indeed' 
can  be  more  evident,  than  that  a  mightv  change  in  the  direction 
of  the  public  sentiments  of  Europe  is  likely  to  arise  from  that  Re- 
volution,, whether  it  be  successful  or  unsuccessful.  If  it  be  success-' 
fill,  tlie  spirit  of  extreme  Democracy  is  likely  to  spread  over  alt 
Europe,  and  to  swallow  up  in  a  volcanic  eruption  every  remnant 
of  Monarchy  and  of  Nobility  in  the  civilised  world.  The  probability 
of  such  eflTects  is  so  strongly  believed  by  the  enemies  of  that  RevO- 
lutioQ,  that  it  is  the  ground  of  their  alarm,  the  subject  of  their  in- 
fective, and  the  pretext  of  their  hostilities. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  eflForts  of  France  be  unsuccessful ;  if 
her  liberties  be  destroyed,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  such  a  shock 
will  most  powerfully  impel  the  current  of  opinion  to  the  side  of 
Monarchy ;  a  direction  in  which  it  will  be  likely  fOr  several  ages  to 
continue.  The  example  of  the  destruction  of  the  great  French 
nepublic  would  diffuse  dismay  and  submission  among  a  multitude^ 
who  only  judge  by  events ;  and  the  bloody  scenes  which  must 
intend  such  a  destruction  would  indeed  be  sufficient  to  appal  the 
sternest  and  most  ardent  diampions  of  Liberty.  The  spirit  of 
Europe  would  crouch  under  the  dark  shade  of  Despotism,  in  dead 
repose  and  fearful  obedience.  The  Royal  confederacy  which  had 
effiacted  this  subversion,  would  doubtless  continue  its  concert  and 
its  eflForts.  The  principle  of  maintaining  the  internal  independence 
of  nations,  being  destroyed  by  the  example  of  France,  no  barrier" 
would  any  longer  be  opposed  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  Kings.  The 
internal  laws  of  air  the  European  States  would  be  dictated  by  a 
Council  of  Despots,  and  thus  the  influence  of  moral  causes  oA 
public  opinion,  co*operating  with  the  combined  strength  arid  pb« 
licy  of  Princes,  «  every  faint  vestige  and  loose  remnant'^  6f  free 
government  will  be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Ill  either  alternative  England  cannot  be  exempt  from  the  general 
spirit.  If  the  phrenzy  of  Democracy  be  excited  by  the  success  of 
France  ;  if  the  spirit  of  abject  submission  and  of  triumphant  Des- 
potism be  produced  by  her  failure^  in  the  first  event  the  peace,  in 
the  second  the  liberty  of  England  is  etidangered.  In  the  first  event 
a  furious  Republicanism,  in  the  second  a  desperate  Toryism  is 
likely  to  pervade  the  country;  Against  the  prevalence  of  both 
extremes  there  onl^.exists  onei  remedy.    It  is  to  invigorate  the  tt6>- 


60         Mr.  Filths  Apostasy  from  the  Cause  of         [14 

mocratic  p$irt  of  the  Constkutbn ;  it  is  to  rencler  the  House  of 
Coinmons  so  honestly  aiid  substantially  the  representatire  of  the 
people*  that  Republicans  may  no  longer  have  topics  of  invective, 
ntix  Ministers  the  means  of  corruption.     If  the  one  spirit  prevail^  it 
is  necessary  to  reform  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  discontents 
pfthe  people  may  be  prevented.     If  the  other  spirit  prevails,  the 
ssans  Reform  is  necessary,  that  it  may  be  strong  enough  to  resist 
^  encroachments  of  the  Crown.     In  the  one  case,  to  prevent  our 
government  from  being  changed  into  a  pure  Democracy  ;  in  the 
other,  to  prevent  it  from  being  changed  into  a  simple  Monarchy. 
In  either  event  the  same  precaution  is  necessary.     The  same  Re-^ 
forni  will  preserve  the  English  Constitution  from  the  sap  of  Royal 
influence,  and  from  ^he  storm  of  tumultuous  Democracy.     A 
Constitution  which  provided  a  pure  representation  of  the  peoplef^ 
and  which  included  enough  of  Monarchy  for  vigor,  and  enough 
of  Aristocracy  for  deliberation,  would  bid  a  just  defiance  to  the 
most  magnificent  and  seductive  visions  of  democratic  enthusiasm. 
A  people  who  felt  that  they  possessed  a  vigorous  popular  control 
on  their  Government,  could  see  little  obnoxious,  and  nothing  for- 
midable in  the  powers  of  the  Peerage  and  the  Crown,  and  would 
feel  none  of  that  discontent  which  alone  could  make  them  accessi* 
bie  to  the  arts  of  Republican  missionaries.     The  success  of  the 
French,  the  fascinating  example  of  their  superb  Democracy  will 
have  no  dangerous  effects  on  the  minds  of  ron^en/^eZ  Englishmen. 
But  what  wisdom  can  avert  the  effects  which  must  arise  from  sudh 
a  model  of  representation,  and^uch  a  spirit  as  the  success  of  France 
will  produce  in  Europe,  if  that  spirit  is  to  operate  on  a  dissatisfied 
people,  and  that  model  be  perpetually  compared  with  the  ruins  of 
a  free  Government.     In  the  alternative  then  of  the  success  of  the 
French  Revolution,  nothing  surely  can  be  so  indispensible  as  a 
speedy  Refprm  in  the  Representation  of  the  People. 
.   That  to  infuse  a  new  portion  of  popular  vigor  into  the  House  of 
Commons  is  the  only  remedy  that  can  be  opposed  to  the  trium- 
phant Toryism  which  the  subversion  of  the  French  Republic  must 
produce,  is  a  proposition  so  evident,  as  neither  to  demand   proof 
nor  to  admit  illustration.     We  have  seen  the  influence  of  an  un^^ 
popular  Court  victorious  during  a  long  reign,  in  hostility  to  the 
prejudice,  and  in  defiance  of  the  jealousy,  of  the  people.     What 
then  are  we  to  expect  from  that  increased  and  increasing  influence, 
conducted  perhaps  with  more  dexterity  in  the  Cabinet,  seconded 
ynth  equal  devotion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  aided  by  the 
blind  enthusiasm  of  a  people,  who  are  intoxicated  by  commercial 
prosperity,  and  infatuated  by  all  the  prejudices  of  the  most  frantic 
Toryism  ?  Under  such  a  state  of  things,  what  can  prevent  the  for^- 
ina^on  of  an  uncontrolled  Monarchy,  and  the  absorption  of  every 
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power  by  a  Courts  from  which  Englishmen  aie  to  learn  what 
remnant  of.  personal  security  it  will  Youchafe  to  spare^  what 
fom^lity  of  public  freedom  it  will  deign  to  endure,  with  what 
image  ot  the  Constitution  it  will  indulge  and  amuse  an  infatuated 
rabble^ 

•  Such  are  the  eflFects  which  the  success  or  die  subversion  of 
French  Democracy  seem  calculated  to  produce  on  the  temper  and 
sendments  of  the  European  nations.  This  therefore  is  the  moment 
to  repair  and  to  strengthen  the  English  Constitution.  The  fate  of 
France  hangs  in  suspence.  Her  success  is  yet  too  dubious,  widely 
or  dangerously  to  diffuse  a  spirit  of  imitation  ;  and  the  contest  be- 
tween her  and  the  Despotic  League  is  still  too  equal  to  plunge  the 
people  of  Europe  into  the  lethargy  of  servility  or  despair.  This 
then  is  that  pause  of  tranquillity,  during  which  we  have  to  pre- 
pare against  the  hurricane  with  which  we  are  menaced.  This 
therefore  is  the  moment  when  what  was  before  expedient  is 
become  necessary.  Reform  was  before  useful  to  improve;  it 
b  now  necessary  (and  perhaps  the  period  of  its  ef&cacy  is  shorter 
than  we  may  imagine)  to  preserve  the  Government.  Menaced  by 
die  predominance  of  a  Democratical  or  a  Monarchical  spirit,  give 
the  people  their  rights,  and  they  will  not  be  provoked  to  demand 
more ;  create  an  independent  House  of  Commons,  and  the  power 
of. the  Crown  will  be  checked;  Despotism  and  tumult  will  be 
equally  averted  ;  the  peace  of  the  country  will  be  preserved ;  the 
constitutional  liberty  of  the  country  will  be  immortalised. 
.  Such  a  moment  must  have  been  chosen  by  a  Statesman,  who 
to  an  enlightened  love  for  public  tranquillity  united  an  honest  zeal 
for  political  Reform.  Such  a  moment  therefore  was  not  chosen 
by  You.  The  opportunities  which  it  furnished,  and  the  public 
duties  which  it  imposed,  you  neither  felt  nor  regarded.  But  it 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  another  kind,  which  you  did  not  neglect, 
and  of  which,  I  must  confess,  you  have  availed  yourself  with  no 
mean  dexterity. 

The  discussions  produced  by  the  French  Revolution  had  given 
birth  to  exaggerated  ideas  of  liberty  on  one  hand,  and  had  f  umishr 
ed  a  gfound  to  some  men,  and  a  pretext  to  more,  for  exaggerated 
fears  of  anarchy  on  the  other.  No  such  ferment  of  the  human 
mind  hadever  arisen  without  producing  many  extravagant  opinionSt 
Every  passion  and  every  frailty,  in  the  ardor  of  dispute,  seduced 
men  Into  extremes.  Many  honest  men  were  driven  into  Toryism 
by  their  fears*.  Many  sober  men  were  betrayed  into  Republic; 
canism  by  their  enthusiasm.  Such  a  division  of  sentiment  was 
precisely  that  which  a  good  Minister  would  labor  to  heal ;  but 
which  a  crafty  Minister  would  inflame  into  faction,  that  he  might 
use  it  to  strengthen  and  extend  his  power.     Tou  had  to  choos9 
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undtr  which  t)f  these  chatactera  you  were  to  pass  to  posterity;  atid' 
you  have  made  yowr  ekctbu.  Jx  waBvia  yoitr  choice  to  miiigare^ 
extremes^  to  conciliate  difiei^nces,  to  extend  the  impartial  bemfi^ 
oence  of  Goyemment  to  all  parties  and  sects  of  citizens.  But  you 
chose  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  to  exaggerate  extremes,  to 
inflame  differences,  to  give  the  sanction  and  countenaitce  of  power 
to  one  party,  to  put  the  Government  of  the  country  at  the  head  of 
a  triomphaht  faction.  You  disseminated  alarms  of  designs  to  sub^ 
vert  the  Constitution  so  Widely  and  so  successfully,  that  y&u  have 
created  in  this  country  a  spirit  of  Toryism  more  indiscriminate,  more 
abject,  and  more  rancorous  than  has  existed  in  England  since  the  ac- 
cession of  the  House  of  Hanover.  Bigotry  animates  servility,  servility 
mingles  with  the  fear  of  confusion  ;  the  honest  fear  of  confusion 
becomes  the  dupe  of  the  corrupt  monopolists  of  power ;  and  from 
the  fermentation  of  these  various  passions  practised  on  by  your 
emissaries,  there  has  arisen  a  pusillanimous  and  merciless  Tdryism^ 
which  is  ready  to  support  the  most  corrupt  Minister,  and  to  pro- 
scribe the  most  temperate  advocates  of  freedom.  No  spirit  could 
be  so  valuable  to  a  Minister ;  nothing  could  ensure  him  such' 
cheap  and  indiscriminate  support.  You  could  not  fail  to  recollect 
the  happy  use  which  the  dread  of  Jacobitism  was  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  you  easily  saw  that  the.  dread  of  Republicanism 
might  be  an  equally  successful  engine  in  your  hands.  The  re-' 
formers  of  abuse  are  in  such  cases  called  enemies  to  establishmtof 
— The  enemies  of  the  <?{it;emm^^  are  to  be  called  enemies  of 
^  Constitution.  To  have  proposed  the  retrenchment  of  a  Tel' 
terdiip  of  the  Exchequer  from  a  Walpole,  was  once  to  aim  at  the 
introduction  of  the  Pretender ;  to  doubt  the  consistency  of  William 
Pitt,  or  to  impeach  the  purity  of  George  Rose !  is  now  to  meditate 
the  establishment  of  a  democracy. 

.  The  progress  of  such  a  valuable  spirit  you  saw  with  a  joy  which 
your  hirelings  boasted,  whieh  your  higher  -dependents  but  ill  dis- 
sembled, and  which  was  even  clumsily  concealed  by  the  plausible* 
and  pompous*  hypocrisy  of  your  own  character.  What  wonder 
that  you  should  see  with  rapture  and  triumph  the  likelihood  of 
even  honest  men  gratuitously  enrolling  themselves  among  your 
Janissaries — What  did  it  import  to  you,  that  in  the  mean  while 
the  phrenzy  of  Republicanism  was  likely  to  gain  ground  among' 
^  populace,  provoked  into  wild  extremes  by  the  wild  extremes  of 
their  superiors  ?  What  signified  the  dangers  that  might  in  time 
arise  from  the  avirakeriing  tmderstanding  of  Scotland,  from  the 
honest  Indignation  of  Ireland  ?  What  were  these  dangers  to' 
you !  The  Toryism  of  the  higher  classes  would  Jo^^yofir/fW,  and 
any  collision  between  the  oppo^te  orders  in  society,  which  ther 
diffusion  of  extreme  opinions  among  them  might  produce,^  wa# 
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viewed  without  tenror  byhim  whosie  heart  had  no  yirtuous  interest 
in  the  fature  fate  of  his  country. 

It  had  not  however  appeared  necessary  to  declare  by  any  ov«rt 
act  the  alliance  of  Grovemment  with  the  favored  faction,  till  an 
attempt  was  made  to  mediate  between  parties,  and  to  avert  the  evils 
which  impended  oyer  the  country. 

An  association  of  gentlemen  was  formed  for  these  purposes. 
They  erected  the  standard  of  the  British  Constitution.  They 
were  likely,  by  the  liberality  pf  their  principles^  to  reclaim 
every  thinking  man  who  had  been  seduced  into  Republicanism^ 
and  oy  the  moderation  of  their  views,  to  attract  every  honest  man: 
who  had  for  a  moment  been  driven  into  Toryism.  They  had  al* 
ready  almost  effected  an  union  of  the  friends  of  liberty  and  order, 
and  reduced  to  a  miserable  handful  the  two  extreme  factions ;  the^ 
dread  of  one  of  which,  and  the  fury  of  the  other,  were  to  be  the 
instruments  of  your  power. 

Such  a  danger  demanded  an  extreme  remedy.  No  man  has 
more  studied  or  more  experienced  the  gullibility  of  mankind  than 
yourself.     You  knew  that  the  popular  grossness  would  not  distin- 

i^uish  between  what  it  was  your  policy  to  confound.  Tou  there* 
ore  issued  a  Proclamation,  which  by  directing  a  vague  and 
indiscriminate  odium  against  all  political  change,  confounded  in 
the  same  storm  of  unpopularity  the  wildest  projects  of  subversion^ 
and  the  most  measured  plans  of  Reform. 

A  Statesman,  emboldened  by  success,  and  instructed  by  expe* 
rience  in  all  the  arts  of  popular  delusion,  easily  perceived  the 
assailable  position  of  every  mediatorial  party,  the  various, 
enemies  they  provoke,  the  opposite  imputations  they  incuri 
In  their  labors  to  avert  that  fatal  collision  of  the  opposite  orders 
of  society,  which  the  diffusion  of  extreme  principles  threatened^ 
you  saw  that  they  would  be  charged  by  the  corrupt  with  violence, 
and  accused  by  the  violent  of  insincerity.  It  was  easy,  you 
knew,  to  paint  moderation  as  the  virtue  of  cowards,  and  com- 
promise as  the  policy  of  knaves,  to  the  stormy  and  intolerant  en-- 
thusiasm  of  faction;  and  the  malignant  alarms  of  the  corrupt, 
would,  it  is  obvious,  be  forward  to  brand  every  moderate  senti* 
ment  and  every  mediatorial  effort  as  symptoms  of  collusion  with 
the  violent,  and  of  treachery  to  the  cause  of  public  order.  It 
scarcely  required  the  incentive  and  the  sanction  of  a  solemn 
public  measure  from  the  Government  to  let  loose  so  many  corrupt 
interests  and  malignant  passions  on  the  natural  object  of  their  enmity* 
But  such  a  sanction  and  incentive  might  certainly  add  something; 
to  the  activity  of  these  interests,  and  to  the  virulence  of  these  pas- 
sions. Such  a  sanction  and  incentive  you  therefore  gave  in  your 
Prochfnation.     To  brand  mediation  aa.  treachery,  and  neutrality 


60  Mr.  Pitt's  Apostasy  from  the  Cause  of  [18 

as  disguised  hostility ;  to  provoke  the  violent  into  new  indtscretionsy 
and  to  make  those  indiscretions  the  means  of  aggravating  the 
Toryism  of  the  timid  by  awakening  their  alarms  \  to  bury  under 
pne  black  and  indiscriminate  obloquy  of  licentiousness  the  memory^ 
of  every  principle  of  freedom;  to  rally  round  the  banners  of 
religious  persecution,  and  of  political  corruption,  every  man  in  the 
kingdom  who  dreads  anarchy,  and  who  deprecates  confusion  ;  to 
establish  on  the  broadest  foundation  oppression  and  servility  for  the 
present,  and  to  heap  up  in  store  all  the  causes  of  anarchy  and  civil 
commotion  for  future  times  ;  such  is  the  malignant  policy,  such 
are  the  mischievous  tendencies,  such  are  the  experienced  effects  of 
that  Proclamation.  It  is  sufficient  thzX.,  for  the  present  ^  it  con* 
verts  the  kingdom  into  a  camp  of  janissaries,  enlisted  by  their 
alarms  to  defend  your  power.  It  is  indeed  well  adapted  to  pro- 
duce other  remoter  and  collateral  effects,  which  the  far-sighted  po- 
litics of  the  Addressers  have  not  discerned.  It  is  certainly 
well  calculated  to  blow  into  a  flame^  that  spark  of  Republi- 
canism which  moderation  must  have  extinguished,  but  which  may, 
in  future  conceivable  drcumstancesj  produce  effects,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  which  good  men  will  shudder,  and  on  which  wise  men 
will  rather  meditate  than  descant.  It  is  certain  that  tn  this  view 
your  Proclamation  is  as  effectual  in  irritating  some  men  into  Re- 
publicanism, as  Paine's  pamphlets  have  been  in  frightening  others 
into  Toryism. 

•  .Perhaps,  however,  the  events  which  such  a  spirit  might  produce, 
are 'Contingencies  that  enter  into  the  calculations  of  certain  States- 
men. Perhaps  they  anticipate  the  moment  when  the  Republican 
mob  of  the  lower  orders  may  be  as  valuable  to  them  as  the  Tory 
vulgar  of  the  higher  are  now.  Perhaps  they  may  deem  it  a  master 
stroke  of  Machiavelian  policy  to  foment  the  animosity  of  two  fac- 
tions, one  of  which  maintains  the  present  Dictator,  and  the  other 
may  aggrandize  the  future  Demagogue. 

Such  a  policy  is  not  altogether  improbable ;  and  if  the  eternal 
alliance  of  wisdom  with  virtue  could  be  broken,  might  not  be 
thought  altogether  unwise.  The  man  who  was  capable  of  it 
would  not  be  deceived  by  the  present  appearance  of  prosperity  and 
content.  He  would  easily  see,  how  rapidly  public  calamity,  acting 
upon  .Republican  theories,  might  change  the  scene ;  far  less  would 
be  hixulered  by  the  present  appearances  of  furious  loyalty  among 
some  of  the  lower  classes  of  society.  He  would  perceive  this  state 
of;  iientiment  to  be  the  forced  produce  of  artificial  causes,  and  he 
could  anticipate  tiie  violence  with  which  they  would,  rebound  to 
atiopposite  extreme,  more  natural  to  their  situation,  more  con* 
genis^  to  their  feelings,  and  more  gratifying  to  their  pride. 

The  success  of  such  a  policy  would  certainly  demand  in  the 
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Statesman  wbo  adopted  it  a  union  of  talents  and  dispositions 
which  are  not  often  combined.  Cold,  stern,  crafty,  and  ambi>- 
gUDiiSy  he  must  be,  without  those  entanglements  of  friendship  and 
those  restraints  of  feeling,  by  which  tender  natures  are  held  back 
from  desperate  enterprises.  No  ingenuousness  must  betray  a 
glimpse  of  his  designs ;  no  compunction  must  suspend  the  stroke 
of  his  ambition.  lie  must  never  be  seduced  into  any  honest  pro- 
fession of  precise  publid  principle,  which  might  afterwards  arise 
against  him  as  the  record  of  his  apostasy  |  he  must  be  prepared  for 
acting  every  inconsistency,  by  perpetually  veiling  his  political  pro- 
fessions in  the  no-meaning  of  lofty  generalities.  The  absence  of 
gracious  and  popular  manners^  which  can  find  no  place  in  such  a 
character  will  be  well  compensated  by  the  austere  and  ostentatious 
virtues  of  insensibility.  He  must  possess  the  parade  without  the 
restraints  of  morals.  He  must  unite  the  most  profound  dissimula- 
tion with  an  the  atdor  of  entefprise  j  he  must  be  prepared  by  one 
pan  of  his  character  for  the  violence  of  a  multitude,  and  by  ano- 
ther 'for  the  duplicity  of  a  Court.  If  such  a  man  arosef  at  any 
critical  ihomeht  in  the  fortune  of  a  State  j  if  he  were 'Unfettered 
by  any  great  political  connexion ;  if  his  interest  were  not  linked 
lo  the  stability  of  public  order  by  any  ample  property  ;  if  he  could 
carry  with  him  to  any  enterprise  no  little  authority  and  splendor  of 
character }  he  indeed  Would  be  an  object  of  more  rational  dread 
ihan  a  thousand  Republican  pamphleteers. 

Against  such  a  man  it  would  be  fit  to  warn  the  people  whom 
he  might  delude,  and  the  opulent  whom  he  might  destroy.  Whe'^ 
ther  such  be  the  chalradter  of  any  living  Statesmen,  it  belongs  to 
History  to  determine. 

I  shall  dwell  no  longer  on  portraits  that  may  be  imaginary, 
and  speculations  which  may  be  illusive.  The  dangers  which  have 
haunted  nfiy  imagination  may  be  unreal ;  but  if  ever  such  dangers 
should  be  realised  in  a  monient  of  public  calamity,  and  if  public 
confidence  should  then  be  triumphantly  seized  by  a  convicted  de- 
li nquent>  like  the  present  Minister  of  England ;  if  the  people 
should  ilien  forget  the  blackest  treachery  to  their  cause,  and  th^ 
meanest  maligliity  against  their  friends ;  uien  indeed  the  parade  of 
y6ur  confidence  in  popular  folly  will  be  Justified ;  and  a  contempt 
for  the  understanding  of  the  people  will  be  proved  to  be  the  best 
requisite  for  ruling  them  absolutely,  as  well  as  the  best  proof  of 
having  estimated  them  correctly. 

If  such  be  the  state  of  the  People  of  England,  no  human 
power  can  save  them ;  they  must  be  abandoned  to  theit  misfor- 
tunes and  to  your  delusions.  In  the  confidence  that  they  are  more 
generous^  and  more  wise,  I  h^e  how  arraigned  you  before  their 
tribunal.     Events  will  decide  whether  my  respect  or  your  con- 
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tenipt  be  best  founded,  and  the  decision  involves  the  fate  of  our 
country. 

I  will  not  conclude  this  letter  with  expressions  of  respect  which 
I  do  not  entertain,  but  I  will  close  it  with  confidently  asserting^ 
that  every  line  of  it  contains  the  unbiassed  sentiments  of 

AN  HONEST  MAN. 


APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 

OPINION    OF    MR.    LOCKE    ON    REPRESENTATION. 

«  Things  of  this  world  are  in  so  constant  a  flux,  that  nothii^ 
remains  long  in  the  same  slate.  Thus  people,  riches,  trade,  power, 
change  their  stations,  florishing  mighty  cities  come  to  ruin,  and 
prove  in  time  neglected  desolate  comers,  whilst  other  unfrequented 

E laces  grow  into  populous  countries,  filled  with  wealth,  and  iiif 
abitants.  But  things  not  always  changing  equally,.and  private 
interest  often  keeping  up  customs  and  privileges,  when  the  reasons 
of  them  are  ceased,  it  often  comes  to  pass,  that  in  governments, 
where  part  of  the  legislative  consists  of  representatives  chosen  by 
die  people,  that  in  tract  of  time  this  representation  becomes  very 
onequal  and  disproportionate  to  the  reasons  it  was  at  first  estar 
blished  upon.  To  what  gross  absurdities  the  following  of  custom, 
when  reason  has  left  it,  may  lead,  we  may  be  satisfied,  when  we 
see  the  bare  name  of  a  town,  of  which  there  remains  not  so  much 
ai  the  ruins,  where  scarce  so  much  housing  as  a  sheep-oot,  or  more 
inhabitants  than  a  shepherd  is  to  be  found,  sends  as  mam/  'Reprt'^ 
seniatives  to  the  grand  Assembly  of  Law  makers,  as  a  whole  county, 
numerous  in  people,  and  powerful  in  riches.  This  strangers  stand 
amazed  at,  and  every  one  must  confess  heeds  a  remedy.  For  it 
being  the  interest,  as  well  as  the  intentiofi  of  the  people  to  have  a 
fair  and  equal  Bepreseniatioti ;  whoever  brings  it  nearest  to  that, 
is  an  undoubted  friend  to,  and  establishsr  of  the  govern- 
i^ENT,  and  cannot  miss  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  com- 
munity, rris  not  a  change  from  the  present  state,  which  perhaps 
corruption  or  decay  has  introduced,  that  makes  an  inroad  upon  th^ 
Goveitiment,  but  the  tendency  of  it  to  injure  or  oppress  the  people, 
and  to'  set  up  one  part,  or  party,  with  a  di^inction  from,  and  an 
unequal  subjection  of  the  rest.** 

Locke  on  Civil  Government^  Book  IL 
Chap.  1$.  Sect.  1 57,  1 98. 
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No.lL 

OPINION  OF   MR.  JUSTICE  BLACKSTOME. 

"This  is  the  si^miT  of  our  ConBtitutton :  not. that  I  dissert  it 
b  in  fact  quite  sp  .p^rfoct  as  I  hi^ve  here  endeavoured  to  de6crS>e  it  ^ 
for,  if  any  alteration  might  be  wished  or  suggested  in  the  present 
frame  of  Parliaments,  it  should  be  in  favor  of  a  more  complete 
representation  of  the  people.'* 

Blachstone^s  Commentaries^  Vol.  L  Page  171, 172. 

No.  IU. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to  lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Sharman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence at  Belfast,  dated  August  15thy  1783. 

**  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  from  every  consideration 
which  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  this  great  qaestion,  iliat  for  many 
years  has  occupied  my  mind  ;  and  from  every  day's  experience  to 
1^  present  hour  I  am  more  and  more  convinced,  that  the  restoring 
the  right  of  voting  universally  to  every  man  not  incapacitated  by 
nature  for  want  of  reason,  or  oy  law  for  the  commission  of  crimes, 
together  with  annual  elections,  is  the  only  reform  that  can  be 
effectual  anct  permanent.  I  am  further  convinced,  that  it  is  the 
only  reform  that  is  practicable.  The  lesser  reform  (alluditig  io 
Mr.  Pities  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons)  has  been  attempted 
with  every  possible  advantage  in  its  favor ;  not  only  from  the 
zealous  support  of  the  advocates  for  a  more  equal  one,'  but  from 
die  assistance  of  nien  of  great  weight  both  in  and  out  of  powen 
Qat  with  all  those  temperaments  and  helps  it  has  failed;  not  one 
proseljftehdi^  been  gained  from  corrupiiony  nor  has  thie  least  ray  of 
hope  been  held  out  from  any  quarter,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  inclined  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  reform.  The; 
weight  of  corruption  has  crushed  this  more  gentle,  as  it  would  have 
defeated  any  more  efficacious  plan  in  the  same  qircumst^nqe^r 
From  that  quarter,  therefore,  I  have  nothing  to  hope.  It  is  frpai' 
the  people  at  large  that  I  expect  any  good,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  the  only  way  tp  make  them  feel  mat  they  are  really  concerned 
in  the  busisiess,  is  to  contend  for  their  full,  clear,  ^nd  u^disputabl^ 
rights  of  universal  representation.  But  in  the  more  Uberal  and  great 
plan  of  universal  representation  a  clear  and  distinct  principle  at 
once  app^^rs,  that  cannot  lead  us  wrong.  )iot  con¥Enj(ENCy» 
but  RIGHT.  If  it  is  not  a  maxim  of  our  Constitution,  that  a 
British  subject  is  to  be  governed  only  by  laws  to  which  he  has 
consented  by  himself  or  nis  representative,  we  should  instantly 
abandon  the  error  •,  but  if  it  is  the  essential  of  Fifcedgm,  founded 
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^n  the  eternal  principles  of  justice^  and  wisdom  and  our  unalien- 
able birth-right,  we  should  not  hesitate  in  asserting  it.  Let  us  then 
but  determine  tO  act  upon  this  broad  principle  of  giving  to  every 
man  his  o\im,  and  we  shall  immediately  get  rid  of  all  the  perplex- 
ities to  which  the  narrow  notions  of  partiality  and  exclusion  must 
erer  be  subject.'* 

No.  IV. 

OPINION   OF   THE   CITT   OF  LONDON. 

"  Guildfiall,  Tuesday,  April  11, 1782. 

«<  At  a  meeting  of  the  Livery  of  London,  appointed  to  cor- 
respond with  the  Committees  of  the  several  counties,  cities,  &c. 
t)f  the  kingdom, 

<<  Mr.  Alderman  Crosby  in  the  Chair. 

'<  Resolved  Unanimously, 
<<  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Committee,  unless  a  melioration 
6l  Parliament  can  be  obtained,  the  best  official  regulations  may 
90on  be  set  aside,  the  wisest  and  most  virtuous  ministers  may  soon 
be  displaced;  by  the  prevalence  of  that  corrupt  influence  now 
subsisting  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  its  defective  frame 
naturally  generates,  and  which  has  already  so  nearly  eflFected  the 
fuin  of  this  unhappy  country.'' 

No.  V. 

OPINION  OF   ASSOCIATED   ENGLISH  COUNTIES. 

Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  a  Meeting  of  Deputies  ap^ 
pointed  by  the  several  petitioning  or  associated  bodies  herein** 
after  mentioned. 

The  counties  of  York,  Surry,  Hertford,  Huntingdon,  Middle- 
sex, Essex,  Kent,  Devon,  and  Nottingham,  and  tlie  city  of 
Westminster,  held  on  the  Srd  day  of  M^rch,  and  by  diflFerent  ad- 
journments on  the  10th,  i7th,  1 9th,  24th,  and  3 1st  days  of  March^ 
and  2 1st  day  of  April,  1 78 1, 
••Resolved, 

«  That  the  parliamentary  representation  of  this  kingdom  is  ex- 
tremely inadequate. 
"Resolved, 

"  That  the  extensive  public  evils  have  been  produced  by  the 
gross  inadequacy  of  the  representation  of  the  people  in  parliaments."" 

No.  VI. 

"Thatched  House  Tavern,  May  16,  1782. 
"  At  a  numerous  and  respectable  meeting  of  members  of  par- 
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Jiament  friencUf  to  a  Constitutional  Reformation,  and  of  .members 
ofisereral  committees  of  counties  and  cities, 

PRESENT, 

The  J>uke  of  Richmond,        The  Hon.  William  Pitt^ 

Lord  Surrey,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Wyvill, 

Lord  MahoN,  Major  Cartwright, 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Mr.  John  HorneTooke, 

Sir  Watkin  Leiwes^  Alderman  Wilkes, 

Mr.  DuNCOMBE,  Doctor  Jrbb, 

Sir  C.  Wray,  Mr.  Churchill, 

Mr.  B.  HoLLis,  Mr.  Frost, 
Mr.  Withers,  &c.  &c.  8cc. 

«  Resolved  unanimously, 
<<  That  the  modon  of  the  Hon.  William  Pitt,  on  the  7th 
inst.  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  enquire  into  the  State  of  the  Representation  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  House,  and  also 
what  steps  it  might  be  necessary  to  take,  having  been  defeated  by 
a  iiiotion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  it  is  become  indispensably  ne- 
cess^  that  application  should  be  made  to  Parliament  by  petitions 
from  ^e  collective  body  of  the  people,  in  the^r  respective  districts, 
requesting  a  substantial  Reformation  of  the  Commons'  House  of 
Parliament. 

«  Resolved  un^imously, 
<*  That  this  meedng,  considering  that  a  general  application  by 
the  collective  body  of  the  people  to  the  House  of .  Commons  can- 
not be  ma^e  before  the  close  of  the  present  session,  is  of  opinion 
that  THE  sense  of  the  people  should  be  taken  at 
such  times  as  may  be  convenient  during  this  sum- 
mer,  IN    ORDER   TO    LAY   THEIR    SEVERAL    PETITIONS   BE- 
FORE   PARLIAMENT  EARLY   IN    THE    N^XT  SESSION,  WHEN 
THEIR  PROPOSALS  FOR  A  PARLIAMENTARY    REFORMATION 
(without    WHICH     NEITHER    THE     LIBERTY     OF     THE    NA- 
TION   CAN     BE    PRESERVED,    NOR    THE    PERMANENCE   OF    A 
WISE    AND    VIRTUOUS    ADMINISTRATION    CAN    BE    SECURE) 
MAY     RECEIVE     THAT    AMPLE    AND     MATURE     DISCUSSiON, 
WHICH    SO    MOMENTOUS    A    QUESTION    DEMANDS.'* 

No.  VII. 

Until. the  report  of  the  Committee  of  th6  Friends  of  the  Peo* 
pl6  on -the  present  state  of  the  Representation  shall  appear,  the 
^Blloiyring  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of  the  wretched  tenure  by 
^Inch  m^  privileges  .and  liberties  of  the  People  of  England  are 
'^ow  held* 

yOL.;XXI.  Pam.  NO.  XLI.  E. 
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<' '  M  If  we  take  the  places  where  the  majority/  of  the  electors  comes 
below  20,  it  is  shameful  what  a  proportion  of  tlie  51ft  (members 
for  England  and  Wales)  is  sent  into  the  House  hj  a  handful,  and 
that  handful  mostly  people  in  low  circumstanceSi  and  therefore 
obnoxious  to  bribery,  or  under  the  power  of  their  superiors* 

Sends  members      Chosen  by 

,    :  «<  Lestwithiel           .   2  .  ^-^-  13 

Truro  — ,^-.  2.     14 

Bodmin  . 2       19 

Saltish  2 15 

Camelford  2 10 

Bossiney 2  — —  11 

St.  Michael  2 -  14 

/     ,        St.  Mawes 2. 16 

Tiverton  ~-^  2       -. 14 

.    Maiden  -^ —  2  — —  14 

Harwich  2      r 17 

Thetford  -— -  2      17 

Braddey  .  2  -r —  17 

Banbury  — —  2      ^ 11 

Bath                     ,  2      17 

Newport^  Wight     . 2      15 

Newton,  ditto  2       1 

Andover  2 IS 

Gatton                .    — —  2  - —  11 

Bramber  2  ——  8 

East  Grinstead  -^r—  2      19 

Calne 2      18 

Malmsbury 2  — ' —  7 

OldSarum 2      1 

Bewdley 2       18 

NewRomney  — *  2      17 

Marlborough  2  — "^  2 

Buckingham 2       '  7 


56  354 

<'Here  we  see  56  members  (about  a  ninth-part  of  the  whole  for 
England)  are  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  354  votes,  which 
number  ought  not  to  send  one  member.  For  no  member  ought 
t6  be  elected  by  fewer  than  the  majority  of  80Q,  upon  tiie  most 
Itioderaee  calculation,  in  order  to  give  410,000  voters  dieirdue  and 
Equally  distributed  share  of  legtslttive  power,  without  wlndi 
^qual  distribution  the  majority  off  he  men  of  property  are  ^en^lavvrf 
to  the  handful  of  beggars,  who,  by  electing  the  majprhy  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mve  so  gre&t  an  overbalance  <^  {K)wer  over 
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them,  as 'to  be  able  to  carry  every  point  Jn' direct  opposition  to  their  ^3 
<>pimoii  and  to  their  interddT)'-     //         r..^-^  i^^  opact*-^-^ 

Bar^s  PdiHcalDisqmsUianSfy oh  i.^p.  isT-^S. 

.     .     ■  /■ 

Mo.  VIII. 

Sentiments  delivered  by  Mr.  Pitt,  on  Parliamentary  Reform,  in 
his  Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Monday,  the  J9ch  of 
April,  1 785. 

^  He  said  he  was  sensible  of  the  difficulty  which  there  was  ^ 
now,  and  ever  must  be,  in  proposing  a  plan  of  Reform.  The  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  were  hostile  to  Reform,  were  a  phalanx 
which  ought  to  give  alarm  to  any  individual  upon  rising  to  suggest 
such  a  measure.  Those  who,  with  a  sort  of  superstitious  awe, 
reverence  the  Constitution  so  much  as  to  be  fearful  of  touching  even 
its  defects,  bad  always  reprobated  every  attempt  to  purify  the  re- 
presentation. They  acknowledged  its  inequality  and  corruption) 
but  in  dieir  enthusiasm  for  the  grand  fabric,  they  would  not 
S¥fier  a  reformer  with  unhallowed  hands  to  repair  the  injuries 
which  it  suffered  from  time.  Others  who,  perceiving  the  defjcir 
eucies  that  had  arisen  from  circumstances,  were  solici^tous  of  their 
amendment,  yet  resisted  the  attempt,  under  the  argument,  that 
when  once  we  had  presumed  to  touch  the  Constitution  in  one 
point,  the  awe  which  had  heretofore  kept  us  back  from  the  daring 
enterprize  of  innovation  might  abate,  and  there  was  no  foreseeing 
to  what  alarming  lengths  we  might  progressively  go  under  the 
mask  of  Reformation.  Others  there  were,  but  for  these  he  con- 
fessed he  had  not  the  $ame  respect,  who  considered  the  present 
state  of  representation  as  pure,  and  adequate  to  all  its  purposes, 
and  perfectly  consistent  with  the  first  principles  of  re{>resentation« 
The  fabric  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  an  ancient  pile>  on 
which  they  had  been  all  taught  to  look  with  reverence  and  awe  : 
from  their  cradles  they  had  been  accustomed  to  view  it  as  a  pattern 
of  perfection ;  their  ancestors  had  enjoyed  freedom  and  prosperity 
under  it ;  and  therefore  an  attempt  to  make  any  alterations  in  it, 
would  be  deemed  by  some  enthusiastic  admirers  of  antiquity,  as 
impious  and  sacrilegious.  No  one  reverenced  the  venerable  fabric 
more  than  he  did ;  but  all  mankind  knew,  that  the  best  institU; 
tioos»  like  human  bodies,  carried  in  themselves  the  seeds  of  decay 
and  corruption ;  and-  therefore  he  thought  himself  justifiable  in 
ivoposing  i;emedies  against  this  corruption,  which  the  frame  of 
dierComstitution  must  necessarily  experience  in  the  lapse  of  years, 
if  not  preyented  by  wise  and.|^dicipus.  regulations. 


? 
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<<  The  argument  of  withstanding  all  reformation^  from  the  fear 
'  of  the  ill  consequences  that  might  eosuef  made  gentlemen  come 
to  a  sort  of  compromise  with  themselves.  <  We  are  sensible  of 
certain  defects  ;  we  feel  certain  inconveniences  in  the  present  state 
of  representation ;  but  fearing  that  we  may  make  it  worse  by 
alteration,  we  will  be  content  with  it  as  it  is/  This  was  a  sort 
of  argument  to  which  he  could  not  give  his  countenance.  If  gen- 
tlemen had  at  all  times  been  content  with  this  sort  of  average,  the 
nation  would  have  lost  much  of  that  excellence,  of  which  our 
Constitution  now  had  to  boast. 

<*  If  there  always  had  been  a  House  of  Commons  who  were  the 
faithful  stewards  of  the  interests  of  their  country,  the  diligent 
checks  on  the  adminiistration  of  the  finances,  the  constitutional 
advisers  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Legislature,  the  steady 
and  uninfluenced  friends  of  the  People,  he  asked,  if  the  bur- 
dens, WHICH  THE  CONSTITUENTS  OF  THAT  HOUSE  WERE  NOW 
DOOMED   TO    ENDURE,    WOULD    HAVE   BEEN   INCURRED?     Would 

the  People  of  England  have  suflFered  the  calamities  to  which  they 
had  lately  been  made  subject  ? 

<<  He  needed  not,  he  believed,  to  enumerate  the  arguments  that 
presented  themselves  to  his  mind  in  favor  of  a  reform.  Every 
gentleman,  who  had  taken  pains  to  investigate  the  subject,  must 
see  that  it  was  most  materially  wanted.  To  conquer  the  corrup- 
tion that  existed  in  those  decayed  boroughs,  he  believed  that  gen- 
tlemen would  acknowledge  to  be  impossible.  The  temptation 
were  too  great  for  poverty  to  resist,  and  the  consequence  of  this 
corruption  was  so  visible,  that  some  plan  of  reforming  the  boroughs 
had  clearly  become  absolutely  necessary.  In  times  of  calamity 
and  distress,  how  truly  important  was  it  to  the  people  of  this 
country  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  sympathize  with 
themselves,  and  that  their  interests  should  be  indissoluble  ?  It  was 
most  material  that  the  People  should  have  confidence  in  their  own 
branch  of  the  Legislature  ;  the  force  of  the  Constitution,  as  well 
as  its  beauty,  depended  on  that  confidence,  and  on  the  union  and 
sympathy  which  existed  between  the  constituent  and  representa- 
tive. The  source  of  our  glory  and  the  muscles  of  our  strength 
were  the  pure  character  of  freedom  which  our  Constitution  bore. 
To  lessen  that  character,  to  taint  it,  was  to  take  from  our  vitals  a 
part  of  their  vigor,  and  to  lessen  not  only  our  importance  but  our 
energy  with  our  neighbours. 

«<  The  purity  of  representation  was  the  only  true  andpermanent 
source  of  such  confidence  *,  for  though  occasionally  bright  charac- 
ters had  arisen,  who,  in  spite  of  the  general  corruption  and  depra- 
vity of  the  day  in  which  they  lived,  had  manifested  the  superior 
influence  of  integrity  and  virtue,  and  had  fof ced  both  Parliament 
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and  People  to  countenance  their  Administration  ;  yet  it  would  be 
unwise  for  the  People  of  England  to  leave  their  fate  to  the  chance 
of  such  characters  often  ari3ing,  when  prudence  must  dictate  that 
the  certain  way  of  securing  their  properties  and  freedom  was  to 
purify  the  sources  of  representation,  and  to  establish  that  strict 
relation  between  themselves  and  the  House  of  Commons  which  it 
was  the  original  idea  of  the  Constitution  to  create.  He  hoped 
&at  the  plan  which  he  had  mentioned'  was  likely  to  re-establish 
such  a  relation;  and  he  recommended  to  gentlemen  not  to  suffer 
their  minds  to  be  alarmed  by  unnecessary  fears*     Nothing  was 

so  HURTFUL  TO  IMPROVEMENT  AS  THE  FEAR  OF  BEING  CAR- 
RIED FARTHER  THAN  THE  PRINCIPLE  ON  WHICH  A  PERSON 
^FT'OUT. 

« It  was  common  for  gentlemen  to  reason  with  themselves,  and 
to  say  that  they  would  have  no  objection  to  go  so  far,  and  no  far- 
mer, if  they  were  sure,  that  in  countenancing  the  first  step,  they 
might  not  either  be  led  themselves,  or  lead  others,  farther  than  they 
iiatended  to  go.  So  much  they  were  apt  to  say  was  right — so 
far  they  would  go— of  such  a  scheme  they  approved  ;  but  fearing 
diat  it  might  be  carried  too  far,  they  desisted  from  doing  even 
what  they  conceived  to  be  proper.  He  deprecated  this  conduct, 
and  hoped  that  gntlemen  would  come  to  the  consideration  of  this 
business,  without  fearing  that  it  would  lead  to  consequences  that 
would  either  ruin  or  alarm  us." 

Parliamentary  Register  for  1785,  p.  4-3  et  seq. 


TO  Proposal  for  a      '  l^ft 

•    -         .  ....  ,   . 

*^ •  •  ■•       *     • 

PRO  POS  At. 

FOR 

A  CONSTITUTIONAL  REFORM, 

FOUNDED   ON  PROPERTY,  AND  SUBVERSIVE  OF  OLIGARCHV, 

AND  OCHLOCRACY. 

J  lis  necessity  of  Reform  in  the  election  of  the  House  of  Commonft 
is  felt  by  all^  and  denied  by  those  only,  whose  private  advantage 
is  at  variance  witli  their  public  interest.  But  the  great  argument 
of  the.  latter,  is  the  discrepancy  of  ophiion  among  the  Refonkiers, 
**  Let  all  men/'  they  say,  *'  unite  in  orte  coftsisteiit  system  of  Reform, 
and  we  will  listen  to  their  saggeistroiis.'^  tiadtk  complete  similarity 
of  opinions,— an  event  as  uhkiioXvn  in  history,  as  inconsidte6t  witli 
the  nature  of  man, — been  necessary  for  the  adoption  of  any  im- 
provement, the  world  would  still  be  immersed  in  the  gloom  of 
ignorance^  neither  Reformation  nor  Revolution  wodd  have  taken 
^lace.  It  is  to  the  general  conviction -of  the  existence  ofabufiii^, 
and  to  the  good  sense  of  a' nation,  that  We  are  indebted  for  the  sahi- 
tary  alterations  that  have  been  made  in  all  public  institutions. 

Time  is  the  Universal  inno^aitor.  As  'all  public  systems  are 
subject  to  the  frailty  that  pervades  all  the  works  of  man,  time  will 
gradually  and  imperceptibly  sap  the  foundations,  and  impair  the 
stability  of  every  human  edifice.  It  is  therefore  the  business  of  a 
wise  policy  to  repair  or  rebuild  that  edifice,  and  prevent  the 
impending  ruin.  To  this  salutary  object  the  following  short 
suggestions  are  dedicated.  They  will  displease  the  violent  of  all 
parties, — the  Radical  Whigs,  who  indulge  the  wild  and  absurd 
reveries  of  Annual  Parliaments  and  Universal  Sufirage ;  and  the 
Radical  Tories,  who  aim  at  the  perpetuation  of  every  corrupted  and 
corrupting  practice. 

The  English  Constitution  theoretically  consists  of  the  Monarchy, 
the  Aristocracy,  and  the  Democracy.  But  the  slow  and  certain 
workings  of  corruption  have  introduced  into  its  practical  operation 
two  extraneous  bodies,  an  Oligarchy  and  an  Ochlocracy. 

The  first  is  the  most  important  and  the  most  powerful.  The 
members  of  it  command  the  King,  the  Lords  and  the  Commons ; 
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and  keep  the  administration  in  such  a  state  of  dependence^  that  tb9 
bttejr^  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  propitiating  their  influence  an4 
securii^  their  support,  dare  not  propose  those  plans  of  economy 
and  retrenchment,  which  their  duty  and  their  inclination  miglit 
induce  them  to  attempt.  The  effects  of  those  close  elections,  to 
which  they  owe  their  power,  on  the  public  morals  are  lamentable. 
JSvery  engine  of  bribery  and  corruption  is  employed,  and  prodiices 
|>er}ury  and  the  most  abject  selfishness  that  degrades  the  human 
mind.  To  those,  who  understand  the  history  of  their  country,  it 
is  unnecessary  to  trace  the  origin  of  those  boroughs,  or  to  describe 
the  means  by  which  they  have  gradually  become  the  instruments 
of  Madermining  the  beautiful  fabric  of  the  Constitutioq, 

The  Ocklioeracy  i^a  species  of  Universal  Suffrage,  and  ih^efpre 
fi^alljr  productive  of  bribery  and  corruption.  Tbe.meinbefS  of  it 
m^eof  t||Fp|ind9»-^tbefofty««shil|ing  freeholdersy  ^nd  the  n4;^n'r  reside^ 
ft^eiuep  of  eertaki  borpuglss.  j 

'  hos^fMA^n  and  ooijybolders  were  origiofiUy  ppnsi<jlered  a^ 
defifsiident  on  the  liprda.  of  manors^  a,pd  t|»^efoce  unfit  tp  bf  trustecl 
idMi  ^^  phcAm  fraa^iae.  That  .cause  ba$  long  ceased  t,Q  op^ra^^ 
and  Ihay  Are  now  inid^r  no  poslilieal  control.  But,  by  an  a^surdilyv 
Ifae  cami^iiaoQe  of  wkirsb  is  unacc^njtabl^,  a  pa^^n  pp^sessing  fi 
laiige.  Qopyhold  lOr  leaadkold  preperty,  19 .  opt  pern^itted  to  yfAp^ 
while  a  laborer  hi  his  service  has  .the  power  of  electing  hi^ 
kftflktors. 

Thn  nQBHreaideiil  freeos^n  of  boroughs  ere  g^^erally  equally  Jow 
is  iheacale  of  aocietty^  and  mn^l  be  seqjt  for  by  the  canilidatesji  # 
a  comsderaUe  expeose,  from  £as.t,  W^st,  Nortb^  and  So^itb; 
puk,  like  libe  ioav  freohdhcters,  ai^e  usually  at  Jfche  aervic^  vf  tl^ 
Ugkest  bidder*  It  is  not  ja  very  uneomnuHi  case  tP  a^  the  reside^ 
voters,  who  have  placed  their  confidence  in  some  ni^gbb^^^ 
known  integrity,  as  the  object  of  their  choice,  defeated  and  over- 
whelmed by  the  sudden  irruption  of  the  out- voters,  introducing 
a  stranger,  whose  chief  merit  consists  in  the  weight  of  his  purse. 

To  correct  these  evils,  and  to  bring  the  Representation  to  that 
state  of  purity,  which  was  originally  designed ;  and  to  prevent  the 
injurious  consequences,  which  have  resulted  from  the  present  prac- 
tice, the  following  sketch  of  a  plan  is  humbly  submitted  to  the 
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cohstderation  of  the  impartial,  the  independent/ the  moderate^  the 
inoral,  «id  the  religious  part  of  the  community.  From  others,  the 
moaft  bbolred  treatises,  the  most  powerful  arguments  would  .not 
elicit  the  least  expression  of  satisfaction  or  conviction. 

In  CoiTNTY  Elections, 

Every  Proprietor,  and  every  Householder,  paying  direct  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  eight  pounds  a  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 

In  Borough  Elections, 

Every  resident  Householder,  paying  direct  taxes  to  the  amount  .of 

four  pounds  a  year,  shall  have  a  vote. — But  no  Borough  shall: have 

the  privilege  of  sendbg  Representatives  to  Parliament,  that  has  not 

at  least  one  hundrtd  MxnAi  voters. — ^The  example  of  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  Grampound  shall  be  followed  ;  the  deficiency  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  Counties,  and  by  the  large  towns  at  present  unrepresented* 

The  advantages  obtained,  and  the  evils  averted,  by  this  plan,  are 
too  obvious'  to  need  description.  It  is  merely  a  sketch ;  the  wis- 
dom of  Parliament  would  easily  mature  andcomplete  the  system^— 
It  might  be  necessary  to  fix  the  qualification  to  vote  on  a  basis, 
which  would,  at  certain  periods,  accommodate  itself  to  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  value  of  money. 

it  is  probable  that  this  plan  would  not  only  prove  an  incentiye 
to  industry,  but  would  tend  to  the  ihcreaseof  the  revenue.  House* 
holders  in  Counties,  paying  stj?  or  seven  pounds  a  year,  and  in 
Boroughs  two  or  three  pounds,  finding  that  the  right  of  voting  was 
attended  with  some  degree  of  respectability  and  consequence, 
might  be  induced  to  make  some  augmentation  in  dieir -estabUsh" 
mcfnts  to  attain  that  privilege. 


THOUGHTS 


oir 


LIBERTY, 


AND 


THE  RIGHTS  OF  ENGLISHMEN. 


By  basil  MONTAGU,  Esq. 


He  that  takes 
Deep  in  his  soft  ciedQlity  the  stamp 
Design'd  by  load  dedaimeis  on  the  part 
Of  Liberty,  themselves  the  slaves  of  Lust, 
IncoiB  derision  for  his  easy  faith 
And  lack  of  knowledge,  and  with  cause  enough. 
Can  he  be  strenuous  in  his  country's  cause. 
Who  dights  the  charities,  for  whose  dear  sake 
That  country,  if  at  all,  must  be  beloved  t 
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[This  Essay  was  published  a  few  years  since,  with  the  hope  of 
rendering  some  assistance  in  counteracting  the  mischievous 
opinions  which  were  at  that  time  circulated  through  the  country 
under  the  title  of  Liberty. — ^I  reprint  it  from  the  belief  that  it  is 
calculated  to  do  good  5 — .<  the  drops  of  rain  which  fall  separately 
into  the  river  mix  themselves  at  once  wfth  the  stream,  and 
strengthen  the  general  current/] 


THOUGHTS, 


^T.      <§T. 


OiFFERENT  visioi^aries  have  at  different  times  appeared  in  society, 

and  will  for  ever  appear,  and  contend  that  all  men  are  or  ought 

to  be  equal :  that  all  men  are  or  ought  to  be  free:  that  law  is 

^^pressioUy  and  that  general  rules  of  conduct  are  improper  re- 

^straints.  < 

These  visionariets  ar«  joertain  of  a  favorable  exception  from  the 
inultitude,  because  l})ey  are  supposed  to  be  dtsiHterested,  and  be- 
cause the  sentiments  w|i«Qh  wj  inculut^  are  acceptable  to  their 
audience. 

They  are  supposed  to  be  ifisinterestedi  becattse;,  from  the  nature 
of  their  opinions,  tliey  cannot  bd  expected  to  seek  preferment. 

Their  sentiments  are  acceptable  to  the  multitude,  either  because 
they  are  recommended  Tiy  their  novelty  to  that  want  of  knowlege 
to  which  all  things  are  new;  or,  because  they  proclaim  ^e 
defects  to  which  all  human  institutions  are  subject ;  or,  because 
they  pamper  the  vicious  by  promising  sensual  delights  or  an  in- 
crease of  property,  which  tttey  represent  as  having  been  unjustly 
witheld;  or,  because  they  mislead  the  generous  through  their 
virtues,  by  recommending  equality  and  liberty,  which  they  de- 
scribe as  the  right  of  all  men. 

The  difierent  considerations  on  this  subject  appear  then  to  be, 

1.  The  disinterestedness  of  Demagogues. 

2.  The  novelty  of  their  doctrines. 

3.  Their  power  of  misleading  both  vicious  and  virtuous  youdi. 

4.  Their  proclaiming  the  defects  of  Government 
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A  supposition  of  the  disinterestedness  of  Dems^guesfaasfor 
ever  existed,  and  will  for  ever  exist,  until  knowlege  is  so  difilieed 
through  the  community  that  the  people  are  able  to  distinguidi 
between  the  true  Patriot  and  the  headstrong  Demagx^e)  but 
this  is  attended  with  some  difficulty ;  for. 

False  Iplttriotisniy  till  it  gain  its  end^ 
Is  ais  tne  true  in  many  semblanees. 
Like  that,  it  takes  upon  it  to  reform 
Oppressive  judgments  and  injurious  laws, 
That  bear  too  hatd  upon  thte  common  weal : 
.  Cries  out  upon  abuses,  seems  to  weep 
Over  the  country's  wrongs  :  and  by  tnis  face, 
.  Of  seeming  zeal  and  justice,  craftily 
It  wins  those  hearts  for  which  its  bait  is  thrown* 

There  are,  howeveri  certain  tests  by  wUch  the  Deipagogue  may 
be  known. 

TTiefonndation  of  patriotism  is  virtue  in  private  life.  The 
Patriot  is  reared  amidst  the  chiarities  of  home :  he  learns  to  love 
his  country,  from  his  mother's  song :  from  his  father's  prayer : 
from  his  wife's  respect  and  tenderness  :  from  his  children's  love 
and  duty.^^Such  were  the  Patriots  of  old :  such  was  William 
Tell ;  such  was  Washington :  such  are  thousands  in  Enghtkl. 
The  Demagogue  has  neither  hearth  nor  household  god :  he  wan- 
ders to  and  fro :  he  shows  his  aptness  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
commonwealth  by  the  neglect  and  ruin  of  his  own  family*— -Such 
was  Catiline :  such  are  the  modern  Demagogues. 

The  Patriot  pr^ets  the  good  of  his  coun^  to  his  private  good* 
When  Pompey  was  in  the  commisrion  for  purveyance  for  a  famine 
at  Rome,  he  Was  tdiemently  di^uaded  by  his  fnends  from  risking 
his  life  by  venturing  to  sea  in  an  extremity  of  weather:  *  It  is 
necessary  that  I  should  sail,  not  that  I  should  lWei''-^Ne(iesse  est 
ut  eoTHf  rum  ut  vfvant,-^was  his  answer.  The  Demagogue  refers 
an  things  to  himself  as  if  he  were  the  world's  centre,  and  caret 
not  In  ail  tempests  what  becotnes  of  the  ship  of  the  state,  so  that 
be  may  save  himself  in  the  cockboat  of  his  own  fortune.  The 
Patriot's  conduct  originates  in  love  of  his  country :  the  Dema* 
gogue*s  in  love  of  himself,  either  to  gratify  his  irritaUlity  because  a 
reasonable  or  an  unreasonable  request  nas  been  ireftised;  or  to 
force  his  way  by  virulence  and  invective;  or  to  be  pleased  with 
the  sound  of  his  own  harangues ;  or  as  some  reason  for  neglecting 
his  nearest  connexion^ ;— « ll  aime  les  Tartares  pour  etre  dispense 
iaim^r  ses  voisins.* 

As  the  good  sailor  obtains  knowlege  of  the  ait  of  navigation, 
that  his  vessel  may  not  strike  on  a  rock,  and  be  wrecked ;  so  the 
Patriot  studies  the  science  cf  gaoemmenty  that  he  may  not  mislead 
or  he  misled  by  injudicinos  zeaL    He  remembers  the  admonitiM 
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of  John:  Milton^  that  ^  he  who  is  bom  to  promote  the  public 
goodi  should  read  the  Law  of  God  above  his  years>  and  make  it  his 
whole  delight.*  He  remembers  the  admonition  of  Socrates,  <  that 
die  meanest  trade  is  not  attempted  without  an  apprenticeship,  but 
every  man  thinks  himself  qualified  by  intuition  for  the  hardest  of 
all  trades,  that  of  government/  The  Demagogue  can  manage  a 
ship  in  a  tempest,  although  he  never  saw  the  ocean  :  he  can  cure 
diseases,  although  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  structure  of  the 
human  body :  he  would  be  a  governor,  without  any  knowlege  of 
the  being  to  be  governed.' 

'  In  a  discourse  between  PhocioOy  Nicocles,  and  Aristias;  Nicocles  says, 
— >^  Phocion  was  going  to  answer  me,  when  he  was  interrupted  by  Aristias, 
a  young  mad  naturally  of  the  happiest  dispositions,  but  whose  mind  the 
Sophists  had  begun  already  to  vitiate.  He  came  in  with  the  volatility  of  a 
coxcomb 'who- imagines  himself  profoundly  acquainted  with  weighty  truths, 
because  his  opinions  are  singular,  and  full  of  himself  for  his  fortitude  in 
throwing  off  some  vulgar  prejudices.  ^  My  business,  Phocion,'  abruptly 
making  up  to  him,  '  is  to  ask  your  friendship,  and  deny  me  you  cannot,  it 
being  mr  the  good  of  our  country  that  I  ask  it.  Our  magistrates  seem  .not 
to  know  how  to  avail  themselves  of  our  abilities;  it  is  plain  to  me  that  the 
republic,  which  should  rule  Greece  with  a  high  hand,  droops,  and  is  in  a 
sensible  decline ;  and  this  froni  our  own  fault.' 

^Phocion  answered  this  exordium  only  with  a  careless  smile ;  but  for  my 
part,  I  could  hardly  forbear  checking  this  pragmatical  spark,  who  drew  on 
nimself  our  contempt,  whilst  he  fancied  he  was  raising  our  admiration  ; 
however,  I  remained  silent,  leaving  Aristias  to  pursue  his  reflections,  which 
he  did  with  equal  warmth  and  volubility.  No  part  of  our  government 
escaped  his  lash;  and  such  unhappily  is  our  folly,  that  I  must  own  the 
young  coxcomb  was  not  seldom  m  the  right ;  but  then  the  remedies  he 

Sroposed  are  most  egregiously. irrational.  He  was  greatly  pleased  with  his 
iscoveries.  At  length  when  he  conceited  that  he  had  approved  hichself  the 
tptelar  genius  of  Athens,  and  that  should  the  republic  decline,  the  fault  did 
not  lie  at  his  door,  he  ended. 

*  I  most  return  you  thanks^  said  Phocion  to  him,  for  the  insight  you  have 
given  me,  and  cannot  but  commend .  your  zeal  for  our  country.  You  have 
with  gr<eat  perspicuity  laid  open  several  flaws  in  our  republic,  and  indeed  in 
all  Greece :  however,  in  the  many  reniedies  you  suggest,  methinks  you  do 
not  observe  that  order  and  method  which  appear  to  me  necessary,  and  with- 
out which  all  you  propose,  though  it  might  for  a  while  patch  up  our  ,dis- 
tempers,  will  not  effectually  curetnem. 

'^^Yo.uld  you  take  upon  you  to  s^t  up  for  a  physician  before  you  have 
closely  studied  the  whole  texture  of  the  human  system  ?  Undoubtedly  no ; 
you  would  first  get  a  knowlege  of  all  its  several  parts ;  you  would  inform 
yourself  of  their  functi<)ns,  their  different  relations,  and  carefully  examine 
the  virtueand  the  propriety  of  every  medicament.  Politics,  Aristias,  is  a 
science  in  which  knowlege  and  exact  disquisition  are  not.  less  necessary 
than  in  the  other  branches.  Before  you  strike  out  so  many  schemes  for 
the  prosperity  and  glory  of  our  country,  have  you  maturely  weighed  the 
motives  tor  which  men  consented  to  give  up  their  natural  independence, 
and  erected  among  themselves,  government,  laws,  and  magistrates  I  Have 
you  well  considered  the  nature  of  the  human  heart  and  mind,  and  the  hap- 
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The  Patriot  is  seldom  a  ^member  cf  any  party.  He  does/not 
surrender  his  judgment  to;  any '  mah|  or  to  any  body  of  inen.  He 
does  not  adopt  opinions  >upon  trust.  He  does  not  unite  himself 
to  the  opposers  of  government ;  nor  does  he  join  those  herds  and 
'flocks  of  people  who  follow  :  any  body  that  whistles  to  them  or 
drives  them  to  pasture.  The  happiness  of  his  country  is  his  rule 
of  conduct:  his  mode  of  ascertaining  it>  the  exercise  of  his  own 
understanding.  The  Demagogue  is  the  worst  of  all  p^hisans* 
He  is  the  leader  of  the  mob  :.  the  triton  amongst  the  minnows. 

The  Patriot  does  not  deny  his  governors  their  due, praise. .  He 
saysy  with  John  Milton,  <  this  is  not  the  liberty  which  we.  can 
hope,  that  no  grievance  ever  should  arise  in  the  commonwealth; 
that  let  no  man  in  this  world  expect.  But  when  complaints  are 
freely  heard,  deeply  considered,  and  speedily  reformed,  then  is  the 
utmost  bound  of  civil  liberty  attained,  that  wise  men  look  for. 

*  This  is  true  liberty,  when  freeborn  men, 
Having  to  advise  the  public,  may  speak  free.' 

The  Demagogue  is  marked  by  acrimonious  and  unremitting 
opposition  to  the  court.  His  love  of  the  people  consists  in  exciting 
hate  against  the  government.  If  public  distress  incline  the  lower 
orders  to  turbulence,  he  infuses  vindictive  and  discontented  fancies 
into  their  minds..  He  exaggerates  the  evils  to  produce  riot.  He 
inflates  passing  events  into  permanent  causes  of  misery.  He  dis« 
plays  defects  without  their  accompanying  advantages.  He  mis-, 
leads  by  chains  of  simple  questions  where  the  apparent  answers 
are  obvious,  but  the  real  answers  require  the  comprehension  of  a 
system. . 

piness  we  are  susceptible  of  ?  Have  you  traced  our  passions  up  to  the  source? 
Are  you  well  acquainted  with  their  strength,  their  activity,  their  caprices  ? 
Have  you  endeavoured  to  divest  yourself  of  your  prepossessions,  that  you 
may  consult  only  genuine  reason,  and  by  its  help  attain  to  a  kuo^lege 
of  nature's  general  view  concerning  us?  In,  a  word,  have  you  endeavoured 
to  distinguish  our  real  wants  from  those  to  which  we  ourselves  have  given 
rise;  from  those  artificial  wants  which  perhaps  are  the  sources  of  all  our 
misfortunes,  procuring  us  only  short  intervals  aiid  some  transient  pleasures, 
of  which  we  are  drawn  into  fatal  delusions  ? 

'  Without  these  previous  lights,  who  can  warrant  you  that  the  object  you 
have. in  view  is  in  reality  that  which  deserves  your  attention?  How  will  you 
be  sure  that  the  remedy  you  are  making  use  of  will  produce  the  good  ex- 
pected; or,  that  the  application  of  it  to  one  part  of  society  will  not  hurt 
the  other  ?  Politics  would  be  an  art  no.  less  contemptible  than  our  superficial 
Grecian  practitioqers  of  it,  if  in  ridding  us  of  one  disease  it  brings  on  anotben 
and  does  not  recur  to  the  primary  cause  of  the  several  disorders  and  morbid 
humors  in  the  body  of  the  republic.  If  all  you  want,  Aristias,  be  but  a 
collection  of  empirical  nostrums,  orjiiggling  prestiges,  I  am  not  your  man'; 
but  let  me  tell  you,  hone  of  those  things  belong  to  politics.  The  art  of 
<leccivingimen  aqd  the  art  of  m^kingrthem  happy  are  totalj;^  different.''^ 
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:  !7%e  Patriot  views  the  people  as  a  Jiiiher  wew  hk  ffkUirent  err^ 
ing  and  liaUeto  err  Jrom  i»ant  of  kncwlege ;  h^  therefor^  availe 
imsdf  rf  ^every  opportunity  to  defuse  ii^omMion  amongst  Ms 
eountnfmen^  He  endeavoars  to  inculcate  right  opinions  into  tke 
fai^ier  ranks,  and  hj  tbdr  influence  to  regulate  the  lower.  He 
fives  with  the  wisey  die  temperate^  the  regular,  and  th6  virtuous* 
The  Demagogue  professes  to  wish  that  education  should  be  pro« 
gresuvb :  but  he  dreads  and  shuns  intellect.  The  firogs  are  etiem 
when  a  light  appears.  He  endeavours  to  infuse  his  opinions  in  til 
the  indigent,  who  are  always  inflanunable;  into.  tJie  timid,  ^\xo 
are  naturally  suspicious  \  into  the  ignorant,  who  are  easily  milled } 
and  into  the  profligate,  who  have  no  hope  but  from  misdiief, 
'  The  Patriot  yiews  the  people  as  a  father  views  his  children,  err^ 
log  and  liable  to  err  from  the  impulses  of  generous  or  turbulent  ^pas* 
sion  :  he  therefore  prevents  their  beisig  hwried  to  escessbgpeptdaw 
harangues.  The  Demagogue  promotes  them :  he  misleads  the 
populace  by  addresses  to  their  best  and  to  their  worst  passions  %  he 
deceives  the  timid  with  fictitious  mischief;  appeals  to  the  judg- 
ment, and  flatters  the  vanity  of  ignorance :  he  slanders  honeisty^ 
ond  insults  dignity.  He  talks  of  natural  equality  i  the  absurdit]f 
of  many  made  for  one  ;  the  original  compact ;  the  foundation  of 
authority  \  die  rights  of  man  ;  die  majesty  of  the  people ;  the  ad<^ 
vances  of  the  prerogative ;  and  the  danger  of  ftrbitrary  power. 
The  Patriot  pleads^r  the  people  :  the  Demagogue  pleads^o  them. 
— ^  At  the  conclusion  of  the  American  war,  while  the  citizens  of 
die  United  States  were  anticipating  die  blessings  of  peace,  their 
ftrmv,  to  which  America  was  so  deeply  indebted,  was  unrewarded 
for  Its  services.  The  States,  which  had  been  rescued  by  their  ex^ 
ertions,  were  in  no  condition  to  pay  them*  An  attempt  was  made 
bj  anonymous  and  seditious  publications  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
me  officers  and  soldiers,  and  induce  them  to  unite  in  redressing 
their  own  grievances,  while  they  had  arms  in  their  handsw  As 
soon  as  General  Washington  was  informed  of  the  nature  of  these 
papers,  he  requested  the  general  and  field  officers,  with  one  officer 
jmm  each  company^  and  a  proper  representation  from  the  staff  of 
the  army,  to  assemble  on  an  early  day.  The  General  sent  for 
each  officer  separately,  and  enlarged  in  private  on  the  fatal  conse- 
quences, and  pardcularly  on  the  loss  of  character  to  the  whole 
army,  which  would  result  from  intemperate  resolutions.  When 
the  officers  were  convened,  the  commander  addressed  them.  He 
pledged  himself  to  exert  all  his  influence  in  their  favor,  and  re- 
quested diem  to  rely  on  die  faith  of  their  country,  and  conjured 
:diem»  <  as  they  valued  thdr  honor :  as  they  respected  the  rights  of 
iiumsuHty,  and  as  diey  regarded  the  military  and  national  character 
of  America,  Ur  express  their  utmost  detestation  of  the  man  who 
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wa4  alleniplSng  to  ofientbe  floodntes  of  ohrU  discord^  and  driiige 
Ibm  niing  ej^ta  vidi  idood.'  Gencni  Waditngtoii  then  retired 
No  vef^jr  vhatefer  wts  made  to  the  General's  speech.  After  i 
diorc  ettence^  a  fesoluttoa  was  ttoanimoiualy  adopted  by  whtch'diejr 
declared^  '  that  no  dtcumstafice  of  tliatress^  or  danger,  should  in^e 
doce  a  conduct  that  might  tend  to  sully  the  reputation  and  glory 
they  hadiacquiredi  that  the  army  continued  to  hare  aui  unsluken 
ooniSi^ence  in  diejilstice  of  Coi^ress  and  their  Country  ;  and  that 
they  viewed  with  ahborrence^  and  rejected  with  disdain,  the  infamoni 
properitiofis  in  the  late  anonymous  address  to  the  officers  of  ihd 
army/ 

The  Patriot  promotes  a  masadine  and  independent  spirit  in  the 
peopk:  he  is  always,  ready. to  countenance  their  just  claims  and 
ammate  their  reasonable  hopes:  he  reminds  them  frequently  of 
ibeir  rights  :  he  encouTs^ges  them  to  oppose  endroachments,  and 
to  mtdtiply  securities.  The  Demagogue  debases  the  spirit  of  Ii« 
berty  by  inflaming  all  classes  to  acts  of  violence :  he  countenances 
the.  qlauQs  of  the  people,  whether  just  or  unjust,  and  raises  false 
hopes  to  secure  htt  own  rpurposes. 

(  4fnecessaty  Jor  the. happiness  (^  the  pedpleithe  Patrkd  incurs 
Aeir censure  ?  although^  as  an  instrument  of  good^  he  b  not  imltf w 
{neat  to  popular  praise.  Apphutse  is  the  Demagogue's  existence: 
he  Isnotfaing  if  not  popular :  he  is  elated  by  -  the  triumph,  not  by 
the  ca«se  of  Yicfeory.  instead  of  opposing  the  errors  of  the  muki» 
tttde^  he  encourages  their  prejudices  and  inflames  their,  passions^ 
Be  uaileB  in  Hhecoodemnatbn  of  Phocibn,  ^nd  In  the  cry  of  fiarab)- 
lttS;«Mark,'  said'  D^mosdhenes  to  the  Athenians,  <my  oonnsels 
unio  you  are  not  such  M^reby  I  should  g«ow. great  amoi^st  you, 
and  you  become  litde  amongst  the  Grecians :  but  they  are  of  that 
nature  as  ihey  are  sometimes  not  good  for  me  to  give,  but  are  «!«> 
ways  good  for  you  So  ioUow.'-^When  Phocion's  mends  bid  him 
beware  how  he  •ofiended  tthe  |»eople,  he  answered^  ^  They .  may 
vnme&flly  put  me  to  death  speaking  for  the  benefit  of  my  oountryi 
but  &ej  would  hare  reasom  to  do  ao  if  Iicontinue  siknt'  Aod 
jndgOEiefit  was  givien  by  the  voices  of  the  people,  no  man  sitting, 
bat  ^1  standing  otp,  and  rmost  of  Aem  with  garlands  an  tlu^ 
heads  :  and  Phocion  was  condemned  to  death.  *  It  was,'  <Bays  an 
M  translator  of  Plntardi,  <the  nineteenth  day  of  the  month.of 
Mimicfaion,  {bo  wit,  March)  on  wliich  day  ihe  Knights  were  wont 
to  make  n  solemne  procession' in  the  honor  of  Jupiter  t  howbeit, 
tome  of  ihem  kft  <off  the  garlandeS  of  flowers  which  they  -riiould 
have  worse  on  their  heades,  and  others  also  looking  towards  the 
^on  dore  as  they  went  by,  buxBt  out. a  weeing.  For  they 
ivhase  liesffts  ypoe  not  abogeiiier  havdened  with  c^ 


80  T^  [8 

iudgihents'  w^e  ^  not  whoUy  suppressed  mih  enuiei  thought  it  a 
■  gnerous  sacriledge  ag^st  the  goddes^  that  they  did  not  let  that 
day  passe^  but  that  they  did  defile  so  sdiemne  a  least^  with  the  vio- 
lent death  of  a  man.  His  enemies  notwithstanding  continuing 
still  their  anger  against  him,  made  the  people  passe  a  decree,  that 
his  bodie  should  he  banished  and  carried  out  of  the  boundes  of  the 
contry  of  Attica,  forbidding  the  Athenians  that  no  fire  might  be 
made  for  the  solemnising  of  his  funeralls.  For  this  respect  no 
friend  of  his  durst  touch  his  bodie.  Howbeit  a  poor  man  called 
Canopion,  that  was  wont  to  get  his  living  that  way,  being  hired  for 
money  to  bume  men's  bodies :  he  took  his  corse,  and  carried  it  be- 
yond the  Gity  of  Eleusin,  and  getting  fire  out  of  a  woman's  house 
of  Megara,  he  solemnized  his  funerals.  Furthermore  a  gentlewo- 
man of  Megara,  who  coming  by  chaunce  that  way,  with  her  gen- 
tlewoman, where  his  body  was  but  newly  burnt,  she  caused  the 
earth  to  be  cast  up  a  little  where  the  body  was  burnt,  and  made  it 
like  a  hollow  tombe,  whereupon  she  did  use  such  sprinklings  and 
effusions,  as  are  commonly  done  at  the  funerals  of  the  dead :  and 
tlien  taking  up  his  bones  in  her  lappe  in  the  night,  she  brought 
them  home,  and  buried  them  in  her  harth :  saying,' Oh  dear  harth, 
to  thee  I  bequeath  the  relicks  of  this  noble  and  good  man^  and  pray 
tliee  to  keep  them  faithfully,  to  bring  them  one  day  to  the  grave  of 
his  ancestors,  when  the  Athenians  shall  confesse  the  £iulte  and 
wrong  they  have  done  unto  him.  And  truly  it  was  not  long  after 
that  me  Athenians  found  by  the  vn-towardnesse  of  their  affairs, 
that  they  had  put  him  to  death,  who  only  maintained  justice  and 
honesty  at  Athens*  Whereupon  they  made  his  image  to  be  set  up 
in  brasse,.and  gave  honorable  buriall  to  his  bones,  at  the  charge  of 
the  Citie.  And  for  his  accusers,  they  condemned  Agnonides  of 
treason,  and  put  him  to  death  themselves.  The  other  two,  Epicu- 
rus and  Demophilus,  being  fled  out  of  the  Citie/ 

The  Patrioi^s  plans  are  not  subservient  to  considerations  of  re- 
voardf  estate^  or  title :  they  have  not  precedence  in  his  thoughts: 
nor  does  he  decline  them  ii  they  follow  in  the  train  of  his  duty. 
The  Demagogue  professes  to  despise  what  he  knows  he  cannot  at- 
tain. In  the  Patriot  there  is  nothing  personal :  in  the  Demagogue 
there  is  nothing  liberal  but  his  pretences. — ^When  an  application 
was  made  to  General  Washington  to  accept  the  command  of  the 
American  army :  he  said,  *  Though  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  high 
honor  done  me  in  this  appointment,  yet  I  feel  great  distress  from 
a  consciousness  that  my  abilities  and  military  experience  may 
not  be  equal  to  the  extensive  and  important  trust :  however,  as  the 
Congress  desire  it,' I  will  center  i into  the  momentous  duty,  and 
exert  every  power  I  possess  in  their  service,  and  for  support 'of^  the 
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glorious  cause :  and  I  beg  they  will  accept  my  most  cordial  thank» 
for  this  distingubhed  testimony  of  their  approbation.     But,  lest 
some  unlucky  event  should  happen  unfavorable  to  my  reputation; 
I  beg  itmay  be  remembered  by  every  gentleman  in  the  room,  that  I 
this  day  declare,  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  I  do  not  think  myself 
equal  to  the  command  I  am  honored  vrith.  ,  As  tp  pay,  I  beg  leave 
to  assure  the  Congress,  that  as  no  pecuniary  consideration  could 
have  tempted  me  to  accept  this  arduous  employment,  at  the  expense 
of  my  domestic  ease  and  happiness,  I  do  not  wish  to  make  any 
profit  from  it.     I  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  my  expenses. 
These,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  discharge,  and  that  is  all  I  desire.' — 
When  an  application  was  made  by  King  John  to  the  Earl  of  Ulster 
to  act  for  him  as  Champion,  he  being  the  only  man  qualified  for 
such  an  encounter;  the  Earl  twice  refused,  as  the  King  had  im- 
prisoned him  unheard  at  the  suit  of  his  rival  and  enemy,  Hugh  de 
Lacy.    The  King  made  a  third  application.    The  Earl  returned  for 
answer^  <  Though  I  will  not  fight  for  the  King,  I  will  hazard  my 
Kfe  for  the  crown  and  dignity  of  the  realm.' 

The  Patriot  refuses  preferment  if  it  may  deprive  him  of  the 
power  to  advance  real  good  from  the  appearance  ^  being  interested. 

Esse  et  videri,  is  his  motto. Sir  Thomas  More  says,  <When 

I  returned  frpm  the  embassy  to  Flanders,  the  king  would  have 
^ren  me  a  yearly  pension^  which  surely,  if  one  would  respect  honor 
and' profit,  was  not  to  be  little  esteemed.  Yet  have  I  hitherto  re- 
fused it,  and  I  think  shall  refuse  it  still,  because  I  should  be  forced 
to  forsake  my  present  means,  which  I  have  already  in  the  city,  and  I 
esteem  it  more  than  a  better  ;  or  else  I  must  Iceep  it  with  some 
dislike  to  the  citizens,  between  whom  and  his  highness,  if  there 
should  happen  any  controversy  (as  sometimes  it  doth  chance) 
about  their  privileges,  they  might  suspect  me  as  not  sincere  and 
trusty  unto  them  in  respect  I  am  obliged  to  the  king  with  an  an* 
nual  stipend.' 

The  Patriot  cannot  be  bovght :  every  Demagogue  has  his  price. 
When   Alexander  sent  Phocion   100  talents,  Phocion  asked  his 
messengers  why  Alexander  gave  him  such  a  great  reward  above 
aD  the  other  citizens  of  Athens  ?     *  Because,'  said  they,  *  he  es- 
teemeth  thee  alone  to  be  a  good  and  honest  man.'   <  Let  me  then,' 
replied  Phocion,  <be  what  I  seem/ — Charles  the  Second   sent 
Lord  Treasurer  Danby  to  Andrew  Marvel  with  offers   of  protec- 
tion :  the  Lord  Treasurer  found  him  in  one  of  the  little  courts  of 
the  Strand,  and  assured  him  that  he  was  expressly  sent  from  His 
Majesty,  to  know  what  he  could  do  to  serve  him  ?    <  It  is  not  in 
His  Majesty's  power  to  serve   me,'  said   Mr.  Marvel  jocularly ; 
when  the  Lord  Treasurer  answered,  « that  His  Majesty,  from  tne 
Just  sense  he  had  of  his  merit  alone,  desired  to  know  whether 
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there  was  anv  place  at  court  he  would  be  pleased  with  ?'  To 
which  he  replied,  <  that  he  could  not  with  honor  accept  the  ofiei^ 
since  if  he  did,  he  must  be  either  ungrateful  to  the  king  in  voting 
against  him,  or  false  to  his  country  in  supporting  the  measures  of 
the  court ;  the  only  favor  therefore  which  he  begged  of  his  Ma- 

{'esty  was,  that  he  would  esteem  him  as  dutiful  a  subject  as  anyiie 
lad,  aind  acting  more  truly  in  his  proper  interest  while  thus  he  re- 
fused his  offers,  than  he  possibly  couU  do  should  he  accept  them.' 
When  the  Patriot  has  discharged  hisjmblic  duties^  he  retires  to 
the  charities  of  private  life. — ^The  hour  now  approached  in  which 
it  became  necessary  for  General  Washington  to  take  leave  of  his 
army,  who  had  been  endeated  to  him  by  a  long  series  of  common 
sufferings  and  dangers.  The  officers  having  previously  assembled. 
General  Washington,  calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  thus  addressed 
them  : — <  With  a  heart  full  of  love  and  gratitude,  I  now  take  leave 
of  you:  I  most  devoutly  wish  that  your  latter  days  may  be  as 

Erosperous  and  happy  as  your  former  ones  have  been  glorious  and 
onorable.'  The  officers  came  up  successively,  and  he  took  an 
afi^ectionate  leave  of  each  of  them.  The  General  then  left  the 
room  and  passed  through  the  corps  of  light  infantry  to  the  place 
of  embarkation ;  the  officers  all  following  him.  On  his  entering 
the  baree  to  cross  the  North  river,  he  turned  towards  the  compan« 
ions  of  nis  glory,  and  by  waving  his  hat,  bid  them  farewell.  Some 
answered  this  last  signal  of  respect  and  affection  with  tears,  and  all 
hung  upon  the  barge  which  conveyed  him  from  their  sight  till 
they  could  no  longer  distinguish  in  it  the  person  of  their  beloved 
commander. 

Such  is  the  true  Patriot :  such  the  imagined  disinterestedness 
of  Demagogues.  Such  are  some  of  the  marks  by  which  false  pa- 
triotism may  be  discovered : 

— —  Tis  flattering,  crael. 
Pompous  and  full  of  sound  and  stupid  rage : 
Of  ftiith  neglectful :  heaping  wrong  on  wrong : 
Ambitious,  selfish  :«•— while  the  true  is  calm. 
Firm,  persevering,  more  in  act  than  show. 

The  supposition  of  the  novelty  of  the  doctrines  of  Demag^ues, 
is  as  fallacious  as  the  supposition  of  their  disinterestedness.  Tnere 
1$  not  any  thing  new  in  their  opinions.  These  zealots  are  not  of 
one  place  or  of  one  season.  They  are  the  perennials  of  history :  and, 
though  they  may  disappear  for  a  time,  they  exist  always  in  the 
egg,  and  need  <mly  a  distempered  atmosphere,  and  an  accidental 
ferment,  to  start  up  into  life  and  activity.  These  visionaries  have 
for  ages  been  known  and  proclaimed  bv  all  lovers  of  true  liberty  ; 
by  those  whose  precepts  and  examples  have  enlightened  and  raised 
mankind  and  taught  us  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  justice  and  virtue. 
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They  are  described  in  scripture  as  <  walking  in  the  flesh  after  the 
lust  of  uncleanness  and  despising  government*  Presumptuous  are 
they^  self-willed,  they  are  not  afraid  to  speak  evil  of  dignities. 
They  speak  evil  of  the  things  that  they  understand  not.  They  are 
wells  without  water,  clouds  that  are  carried  with  a  tempest ;  to 
whom  the  mist  of  darkness  is  reserved  for  ever.  For,  when  they 
speak  great  swelling  words  of  vanity,  they  allure  through  the 
lasts  of  the  flesh,  through  much  wantonness.  While  they  promise 
liberty,  they  themselves  are  the  servants  of  corruption.' > 
They  were  described  some  thousand  years  ago  by  Homer  : 

Thersites  only  clamored  in  the  throng, 
Loquacious,  loud  and  turbulent  of  tongue : 
Aw'd  by  uo  shame,  hy  no  respect  controled, 
In  scandal  husy,  in  reproaches  bold. 
With  witty  malice  studious  to  defame ; 
Scorn  all  his  joy,  and  laughter  all  his  aim. 
But  chief  he  gloried  with  licentious  style 
To  lash  the  great,  and  monarchs  to  revile. 
Spleen  to  mankind  his  envious  heart  possessed 
And  much  he  hated  all,  but  most  the  best, 
Ulysses  or  Achilles  still  his  theme, 
But  royal  scandal  his  delight  supreme. 

Similar  descriptions  are  to  be  found  in  our  sweetest  ^oets ;  in 
our  most  holy  divines,  and  in  our  most  profound  legislators  :  in 
Shakspeare  and  in  Spenser ;  in  Hooker  and  in  Bacon :  and,  above 
all,  in  every  question  relating  to  the  freedom  of  mankind,  John 
Milton ;  who,  lumself  a  noble  patriot,  well  knew  the  nature  of  true 
liberty,  and  how  little  it  is  understood  by  those 

Who  bawl  for  freedom  in  their  senseless  mood, 
And  still  revolt  when  truth  would  set  them  free : 
License  they  mean  when  they  cry  Liberty. 

Such  visionaries  did  not  escape— and  what  did  escape  ? — the 
notice  of  Shakspear^.  In  the  Tempest  there  is  the  following 
dialogue : — 

Gon.  V  the  commoi[)f^trealtfa,  I  would  by  contraries 

Execute  all  thingd :  for  no  kind  of  traffic 

Would  I  admit ;  no  name  of  magistrate ; 

Letters  should  not  be  known;  wealth,  poverty, 

And  us^  of  service,  none;  contract,  succession, 

Bourn,  bond  of  l^nd,  tilth,  vineya:rd,  none ; 

No  use  of  metal,  coin,  of  wine,  or  oil ; 
.No  occupstian,  all  men  idle,  all, 

And  women  too,  but  innocent  and  pure : 

No  sov'rcignty. 
Seh,  And  vet  he  would.be  king  on't. 

Antn  The  latter  end  of  his  commonwealth  forgets  the  beginning. 
Gon,  All  things  in  common,  nature  should  produce 

Without  sweat  or  endeavour.    Treason,  felony, 

'  %  Peteryii. 
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Sword,  pike,  knife,  ^n,  or  need  of  any  engine. 

Would  I  not  have ;  but  nature  should  bring  forth 

Of  its  own  kind,  all  foyzon,  all  abundance 

To  feed  my  innocent  people. 
Seb,  No  marrying  'mong  his  subjects? 
Ant,  None,  man :  all  idle;  whores  and  knaves. 
Gon.  I  would  with  such  perfection  govern,  Sir, 

T'  excel  the  golden  age. 

Not  did  these  visionaries  escape  the  divine  Spenser.  In 
the  fifth  book  of  the  Fairy  Queen,  when  Arthegal  and  Talus 
are  journeying  together,  and  are  represented  as  arriving  at  an  as- 
sembly o^  people  who  are  listening  to  these  harangues  upon  equa- 
lity^ the  Orator  in  his  address  says, 

Therefore  I  will  throw  down  these  mountains  high, 

And  make  them  level  with  the  lowly  plain. 

These  towering  rocks  which  reach  unto  the  sky 

I  will  thrust  down  into  the  deepest  main. 

And,  as  they  were,  them  eaualize  again. 

Tyrants  that  make  men  suoject  to  their  law, 

I  will  suppress,  that  they  no  more  may  reign : 

And  lordlings  curb  that  commons  overawe: 

And  all  the  wealth  of  rich  men  to  the  poor  will  draw. 

—  he  said,  they  all  unequal  were, 

And  had  encroached  upon  each  other's  share  : 

Like  as  the  sea  (which  plain  he  showed  there) 

Had  worne  the  earth  :  so  did  the  fire  the  air : 

So  all  the  rest  did  other  parts  impair  : 

And  so  were  realms  and  nations  run  awry; 

All  which  he  undertook  for  to  repair. 

In  sort  as  they  were  formed  anciently : 
And  all  things  would  reduce  unto  eauality. 

Therefore  the  vulgar  did  about  Iiim  tiock, 

And  cluster  thick  unto  his  leasings  vain  : 

Like  foolish  flies  about  an  honey-crock, 

In  hope  by  him  |rcat  benefit  to  gain, 

And  uncontroUeu  freedom  to  obtain. 

The  opinion  of  the  disinterestedness  of  Demagogues  and  the 
supposition  of  the  novelty  of  their  doctrines  are  not,  however,  the 
only  advantages  which  they  possess'  in  their  addresses  to  the  po- 
pulace. Knowing  that  it  is  easier  to  tempt,  than  to  resist  temp- 
tation :  knowing  that  vulgar  youth  is  easily  misled  by  the  promise 
of  sensual  delight ;  and  that  ingenuous  youth  eagerly  listen  to  the 
flattering  illusions  of  liberty  and  equality,  the  Demagogue  ad- 
dresses the  senses  of  the  rabble  and  the  imagination  of  better 
minds. 

In  Shakspeare's  account  of  Wat  Tyler's  insurrection.  Jack  Cade 

says. 

Cade.  Be  brave  then,  for  your  Captain  is  brave,  and  vows  reformation. 
There  shall  be  in  England  seven  haltpenny  loaves  tor  a  penny.  The  three 
hoop'd  pot  shall  have  ten  hoops,  and  I  will  make  it  felony  to  drink  small 
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beer.  AU'theVealm  shall  be  in  common,  and  in  Cheapside  iball  my  palfrey 
go  to  grass :  and  when  I  am  King,  as  King  I  will  be — 

All.  God  save  your  M^gesty ! 

Cade,  I  thank  you,  good  people.  There  shall  be  no  money:  all  shall  eat 
and  drink  upon  my  score :  and  I  will  apparel  them  all  in 'one  liyery,  that 
they  may  agree  like  brothers,  and  worship  me  their  Lord. 

In  a  farce  from  Defoe's  Robinson  Crusoe,  this  species  of  elo- 
quence did  not  escape  the  author.  The  sailors  who  mutiny  as- 
semble,  and  the  leader  of  the  gang  thus  addresses  them  : 

Now,  my  lads,  as  I  am  Captain,  it  behoves  me  to  make  a  bit  of  an  ora* 
tion,  ju«it  that  we  may  understand  each  other.  I  am  told  there  are  some 
abroad  that  would  rather  stick  to  their  old  commander  than  sail  under  Jack 
Windlass  and  a  free  flag :  but  the  first  that  mutinies  shall  be  run  up  to  the 
yard-arm  without  merc;^,  b]^  way  of  example  like  to  the  rest.  You  that  are 
jolly  boys  shall  share  alike  in  all  we  have  and  all  we  may  have !  We'll  sink 
the  Banian  days — sleep  eight  hours  instead  of  four,  work  little,  eat  a  great 
deal,  and  drink  a  double  allowance  of  grog  every  Saturday  night. 

Such  is  the  fool's  paradise  which  Demagogues  offer :  such  the 
expedients  by  which,  under  specious  names,  the  ignorant  are 
misled.  Their  promises  of  liberty  and  equality  are  of  the  same 
nature.  They  may  be  found  In  any  of  their  works,  and  are  em- 
bodied in  a  play,  founded  on  the  story  of  Wat  Tyler,  which  was 
written  in  the  early  part  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  a  young 
man  who  soon  discovered  the  erroneous  views  which  he  had  then 
taken  of  society. 

John  Ball,  My  brethren,  these  are  truths,  and  weighty  ones : 

Ye  all  are  equal :  nature  made  you  so. 

Equality  is  your  birth-right  5 — when  I  gaze 

On  the  proud  palace,  and  behold  one  man 

In  the  blood-purpled  robes  of  royalty,  / 

Feasting  at  ease,  and  lording  over  millions, 

Then  turn  me  to  the  hut  of  poverty, 

And  see  the  wretched  laborer,  worn  with  toil. 

Divide  his  scanty  morsel  with  his  infants, 

I  sicken,  and,  indignant  at  the  sight, 
*  Blush  for  the  patience  of  humanity.' 
Jack  Straw.  We  will  assert  our  rights. 

Tom  Miller, -We'll  trample  down 

These  insolent  oppressors. 
Sir  J,  Tresilian.  John  Ball,  you  are  accused  of  stirring  up 

The  poor  deluded  people  to  rebellion  ; 

Not  having  the  fear  of  God  and  of  the  King 

Before  your  eyes :  of  preaching  up  strange  notions 

Heretical  and  treasonous  ;  such  as  saying 

That  kings  have  not  a  right  from  heaven  to  govern ; 

That  all  mankind  are  equal ;  and  that  ranks 

And  the  distinctions  of  society, 

Aye,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  property, 

Are  evil  and  oppressive : — Plead  you  guilty 

To  this  most  heavy  charge  ? 
John  Ball,  If  it  be  guilt — 

To  preach  what  you  are  pleased  to  call  strange  notions :  ; 
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That  all  mankind  as  brethren  must  be  equal ; 
That  pr ivileg'd  orders  of  society 
Are  evil  and  oppressive ;  that  the  right 
Of  property  is  a  juggle  to  deceive 
The  poor  whom  you  oppress ;— I  plead  me  guilty. 
£l}^  J.  TrenUan.  Did  you  not  tell  the  mob  they  were  oppressed. 
And  preach  upon  the  equality  of  man ; 
With  evil  intent  thereby  to  stir  them  up 
To  tumult  and  rebellion  ? 
John  Ball.  That  I  told  them 

That  all  mankind  are  equal,  is  most  true ; 
Ye  came  as  helpless  infants  to  the  world : 
Ye  feel  alike  the  infirmities  of  nature ; 
And  at  l|ist  moulder  into  common  clay. 
Why  then  these  vain  distinctions  ? — bears  not  the  earth 
Food  in  abundance  ? — ^must  your  granaries 
O'erflow  with  plenty,  while  the  poor  man  starves  ? 
Sir  Judge,  why  sit  you  there  clad  in  jrour  furs  ? 
Why  are  your  cellars  stor'd  with  choicest  wines? 
Your  larders  hung  with  dainties,  while  your  vassal. 
As  virtuous,  and  as  able  too  by  nature, 
Tho'  by  your  selfish  tyranny  deprived 
Of  mind's  improvement,  shivers  in  his  rags, 
And  starves  amid  the  plenty  he  creates? 
N  I  have  said  this  is  wrong,  and  I  repeat  it— 

And  there  will  be  a  time  when  this  great  truth 
Shall  be  confessed — be  felt  by  all  mankind. 
The  electric  truth  shall  run  from  man  to  man. 
And  the  blood-cemented  pyramid  of  greatness 
Shall  fall  before  the  flash  ! 

Tell  me.  Sir  Judge, 
What  does  the  government  avail  the  peasant? 
Would  not  he  plow  his  field  and  sow  the  corn, 
Aye,  and  in  peace  enjoy  the  harvest  too  ? 
Would  not  the  su'kishine  and  the  dews  descend, 
Tho'  neither  King  nor  Parliament  existed  ? 
Do  your  Court  Politics  aught  matter  him  ? 
Would  he  be  warring  even  unto  the  death 
With  his  French  neiehbours  ? — Charles  and  Ilichard  contend ; 
The  people  fight  ancTsufier  :^-think  ye.  Sirs, 
If  neither  country  had  been  cursed  with  a  chief, 
The  peasants  would  have  quarrelFd  ? 

Such  are  the  baits  by  which  our  better  passions  are  allured. 

In  addition  to  the  power  which  Demagogues  possess,  from  the 
supposition  of  their  disinterestedness  and  of  the  novelty  of  their 
doctrines  and  their  addresses  to  the  passions;  the  Demagogue, 
knowing  that  it  is  easier  to  find  faults  than  to  mend  them,  fixes 
upon  the  real  or  apparent  objections  to  which  aU  human  institutions 
are  subject ;  and,  finding  a  favorable  disposition  for  his  address 
in  the  common  propensity  of  mankind  to  discover  and  exaggerate 
defects,  easily  induces  ignorance   to  believe  that  the  whole  of 
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goverament  is  defective :  whilst  the  Patriot,  in  explaining  the  ad- 
vantages of  society,  the  necessity  of  coercion  and  the  beauty  of  or<» 
der,  finds  an  unfavorable  disposition  in  his  hearers  from  their  aver- 
sion to  restraint ;  is  watched  with  suspicbn,  and  has  difficulty  in 
explaining,  even  to  intelligent  youth,  the  necessity  of  our  estab- 
lishments. <We  see,"  says  Lord  Bacon,  <it  ever  falleth  out,  that 
the  forbidden  writing  is  always  thought  to  be  certain  sparks,  of 
truth,  that  fly  up  into  the  faces  of  those  that  seek  to  choke  it  and 
tread  it  out :  whereas  a  book  authorized  is  thought  to  be  but  tetn^ 
ports  xx)€es,  the  language  of  the  time/ 

The  Demagogue  appeals  to  the  ignorance  of  his  hearers,  and 
is  surrounded  by  a  multitude*  The  Patriot  relies  upon  the  perma- 
nent effect  of  reason  upon  their  understandings,  and  is,  for  a  dmeg 
deserted.  When  a  citizen  of  London  threatened  Mr.  Wilkes  that 
he  would  take  the  sense  of  the  Livery  upon  his  conduct,  Mr. 
Wilkes  answered,  <  I  will  take  the  nonsense,  and  beat  you  out  and 
out' — <  Why,'  said  the  regular  physician  to  the  quack  doctor,  <  do  you 
live  in  affluence  whilst  I  am  starving  ?'  <  Because,'  answered  the 
mountebank,  <  I  live  upon  their  folly,  and  you  upon  their  wisdom.' 

• But  so  this  has  ever  been  and  ever  will  be.    Some  thousand 

years  ago  Isocrates  said  in  one  of  his  orations  against  the  sophists, 
that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  maintain  a  wrong  cause,  and  to  support 
paradoxical  opinions  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  common  auditory, 
than  to  establish  a  doubtful  truth  by  solid  and  conclusive  argu- 
ments ;  and,  some  centuries  ago,  we  were  admonished  by  the  pioua 
Hooker,  who  says,  <  The  stateliness  of  houses,  the  goodliness  of 
trees,  when  we  behold  th^n,  delighteth  the  eye  ;  but  that  fbunda* 
tion  which  beareth  up  the  one,  that  root  which  ministreth  unto  the 
other  nourishment  and  life,  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth  concealed  ; 
and  if  there  be  occasion  at  any  time  to  search  into  it,  such  labor  it 
then  more  necessary  than  pleasant,  both  to  them  wHch  undertake 
it  and  for  the  lookers  on.     In  lik«  manner  the  use  and  benefit  of 
good  laws  all  that  live  under  them  may  enjoy  with  delight  and 
comfort,  albeit  the  groimds  and  first  original  causes  from  whence 
they  have  sprung  be  unknown,  as  to  the  greatest  part  of  men  they 
are.     He  therefore  that  goeth  about  to  persuade  a  multitude  that 
they  are  not  so  well  governed  as  they  ought  to  be,  shall  never  want 
attentive  and  favorable  hearers,  because  diey  know  the  manifold 
defects  whereunco  every  kind  of  regimen  is  subject ;  but  the  secret 
lets  and   difficulties,  which  in  public  proceedings  are  innumerable 
and  inevitable,  they  have  not  ordinarily  the  judgment  to  consider. 
And  because  such  as  openly  reprove  supposed  disorders  of  state 
are  taken  for  principal  friends  to  the  common  benefit  of  all,  and 
for  men  that  carry  singular  freedom  of  mind ;  under  this  fair  and 
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plausible  color,  whatsoever  they  utter  passeth  for  good  and  cur- 
rent. That  which  wanteth  in  the  weight  of  their  speech)  is  sup- 
plied by  the  aptness  of  men's  minds  to  accept  and  believe  it ;. 
whereas,  on  the  other  side,  if  we  maintain  things  that  are  estab- 
lished, we  have  not  only  to  strive  with  a  number  of  heavy  preju- 
dices deeply  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  men,  who  think  that  herein 
we  serve  the  time  and  speak  in  favor  of  the  present  state,  because 
thereby  we  either  hold  or  seek  preferment ;  but  also  to  bear  such 
etceptions  as  minds  so  averted  beforehand  usually  take  against 
that  which  they  are  loth  should  be  poured  into  them.* 

It  appears,  then,  that  Demagogues,  in  their  addresses  to  the 
populace,  possess  the  following  advantages. 

1st,  A  supposition  of  their  disinterestedness. — 2d,  A  suppo* 
sition  of  the  novelty  of  their  doctrines. — 3d,  The  j)romis^  of 
sensual  delight,  and  of  Liberty  and  Equality ;  and,  4thly,  The 
fixing  upon  the  defects  of  governments. 

Such  is  the  vantage  ground  upon  which  they  stand.  They  are 
too  cautious  to  descend  into  the  plain,  and  submit  their  doctrines 
to  unprejudiced  investigation.  The  mountebank  prefers  the  au- 
dience round  his  stage  to  any  conflict  with  impartial  intelligence. 

That  all  men  are  or  ought  to  be  equal :  that  all  men  are  or 
ought  to- be  free;  and  that  the  restraints  of  government  are, 
therefore,  unnecessary,  seems  to  be  the  substance  of  all  their  ha- 
rangues. 

It  may  be  well  to  consider  what  portion  of  truth,  and  what  of 
error,  each  of  these  positions  contains.  Bad  tenets  gain  credit  only 
because  they  contain  a  mixture  of  something  that  is  good. 

There  are  scarcely  any  words  which  seem  to  be  more  frequently 
used,  and  to  be  less  understood,  than  the  words  *  Liberty  and 
Equality.' — If  by  the  word  Equality  it  is  meant  that  we  are  all 
equally  able  to  do  all  things :  that,  for  instance,  we  are  all  equally 
good  makers  of  watches  or  clocks  ;  or  equally  able  to  steer  a  ship 
in  a  dangerous  channel  in  a  storm,  the  position  is  too  monstrous 
to  call  for  refutation.  The  advocates  for  such  Equality  may  easily 
discover  their  error,  by  supposing  that  all  men  are  equally  good 
pugilists,  and  by  trying  their  theory  by  a  few  practical  lessons  with 
some  of  our  celebrated  professors  who  are  not  converts  to  their 
doctrines. 

If  by  the  word  Equality  it  is  meant  that  we  are  all  born  equal, 
it  must  surely  be  forgotten  that  some  men  are  born  with  beautiful 
and  healthy  bodies,  and  some  with  frames  distorted  and  filled  with 
the  most  deplorable  diseases  ; — that  some  minds  are  fraught  with 
the  seeds  of  wisdom  and  genius,  and  some  with  those  of  idiotism 
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and  madness :  and  that  some  men  by  the  industry  of  their  parents, 
are  bom  to  the  inheritance  of  propertjr ;  and  some,  by  their  idle- 
ness and  yic^  to  poverty  and  disgrace. 

Nor  by  the  word    Equality  can  it  be  meant,  that  voe    are 
equal  in  after  life^  as  it  is  obvious  that  we  difier  in  bodjr  and  in 
mind,  in  our  passions,  arid  in  our  possessions. — Some  men  are 
diminutive    and    deformed;    others  tall,  athletic,  and   graceful. 
There  are  idiots  and  lunatics ;   and  there  are  men  of  genius  and 
imagination.    Some  minds  are  torpid  and  dreaming  ;   others  soft 
as  tne  air  to  receive  impressions  Mrith  the  vigor  of  fir6  when   in 
actiQn«    There  is  every  gradation  of  intellect,  from  imbecility  to 
Shakspeare  and  Bacon :  and  every  gradation  of  moral   feeling, 
from  me  few  who  debase  themselves  and  human  nature  by  male- 
volence, to  the  many  who  never  see  distress  without  an  anxiety 
to  relieve  it. — There  is  also  every  variety  of  industry  and  idleness, 
from  the  many  who  by  their  steady  iexertions  procure  a  compe- 
tence for  themselveSf  and  families,  to  the  few  who  by  their  dnnir 
kenness  and  prqfligacy  .reduce  themselves  to  beggary  and  theit 
wives  and  c&ildrenipf  tne  parish.  . 

If  by  Equality  it  is  meant,  that  although  there  are,  great  indivi- 
dual, differences,  yet  men  are,  on  an  average,  so  eiqual^  that  no 
manflian,  on  account  of  this  difference,  claim  for  himself  a  benefit 
.^  to  xmich  another  may  not  pretend :  this,  if  rightly  understood,  is 
to  1  fillbisun ffiknt  true;  that  is, — ^we  have  equal  rights  to  be  in^ 
dustrious,  and  to  the  undisturbed  possession  jBsl^property  acquired 
by  our  industry. — ^We  have  equal  rights,  \lt  we  do  not  interfere 
with  the  happmess  of  others,  to  personal  security^  or  the  legal  and 
unmterrupted  enjoyment  of  life,  limbs,  body,  health,  and  reputation. 
•—We  have  equal  ri|;hts  to  persona}  libertt,  or  unqualified  free- 
dom fipm  restraint,  so  long  as  we  do  not  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  others. — ^Weliave  equal  rights  to  private  property :  or  the  free 
use,  enjoyment,  and  disposal  of  all  acquisitions,  without  any  con- 
trol or  diminution,  save  only  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Such  are  the  Rights  of  Englishmen  :  which,  to  use  the  words  ti 
Sir  William  Blackstone,  <  at  some  times  we  have  seen  depressed 
b]r  overbearing  and  tyrannical  princes;  at  others,  so  luxuriant 
as  even  to  tend  to  anarchy,  a  worse  state  than  tyranny  itself, 
as  any  government  is  better  dian  none  at  all.  But  the  vigor  of 
our  free  C!onstitution  has  always  delivered  the  nation  from  these 
embarrassments :  and,  as  soon  as  the  convulsions  consequent 
on  the  struggle  have  been  over,  the  balance  of  our  rights  and  li- 
berties has  settled  to  its  proper  level ;  and  their  fundamental  ar- 
ticles have  been  from  time  to  time  asserted  in  parliament,  as  often 
as  they  were  thought  to  be  in  danger. 
*  First,  by  the  great  charter  of  liberties,  which  was  obtained, 
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sword  in  hand,  from  King  John;  and  afterwards,  with  some  al- 
terations, confirmed  in  Parliament  by  King  Henry  the  Third,  his 
son. — Afterwards  by  the  statute,  called  cojifirmatio  cartamm, 
whereby  the  great  charter  is  directed  to  be  allowed  as  the  com- 
mon law;  all  judgments  contrary  to  it  are  declared  void;  copies 
of  it  are  ordered  to  be  sent  to  all  cathedral  churches,  and  read 
twice  a  year  to  the  people  ;  and  sentence  of  excommunication  is 
directed  to  be  as  constantly  denounced  against  all  those  that  by 
word,  deed,  or  counsel,  ace  contrary  thereto,  or  in  any  degree  in- 
fringe it. — Next  by  a  multitude  of  subsequent  corrobdrating  sta- 
tutes, from  the  first  Edward  to  Henry  the  Fourth. — Then,  after  a 
long  interval,  by  the  Petition  of  Right,  "whioh  was  a  parliamentary 
declaration  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  assented  to  by  King 
Charles  the  First,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  ;  which  wa^  closely 
followed  by  the  still  more  ample  concessions  made  by  that  un- 
happy Prince  to  his  Parliament,  before  the  fatal  rupture  between 
them ;  and  by  the  many  salutary  laws,  particularly  the  Habeas 
Corpm  ^r^,  passed  under  Charles  the  Second. — To  these  succeeded 
the  Bill  ofRightSi  or  declaration  delivered  by  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons to  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange,  13th  February,  1688, 
and  afterwards  enacted  in  Parliament  when  they  became  King  and 
Queen ;  which  declaration  concludes  in  these  remarkable  words  : 
*  and  they  do  claim,  demand,  and  insist  upon,  all  and  singular  the 

fyemisesj  as  their  undoubted  rights  and  liberties.*  And  the  act  of 
arliament  itself  recognises  *  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  liberties 
asserted  and  claimed  in  the  said  declaration,  to  be  true,  antient, 
and  indubitable  rights  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom.'— Lastly, 
these  liberties  were  again  asserted  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century,  in  the  Act  of  Settlement,  'wh^x^hj  the  Crovirn  was 
limited  to  His  present  Majesty's  illustrious  House  i  and  some 
new  provisions  were  added  at  the  same  fortunate  sra,  for  better 
securing  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  which  the  statute  declares 
to  *  be  the  birthright  of  the  people  of  England,^  according  to  the 
antient  doctrine  ythe  common  law.* 

Such  are  the  modes  by  which  the  rights  of  Englishmen  have 
been  confirmed.  To  preserve  them  inviolate,  the  Constitution  has 
provided  certain  outworks  and  barriers,  which  can  never  be  in- 
fringed v/ithout  danger  to  our  liberties:  viz.  1st. — The  powers 
and  privileges  of  Parliament.  2d. — The  limitation  of  the  King's 
f^r<.'roj2;.itive  by  bounds  so  certain  and  notorious,  that  it  is  irnpossible 
he  should  misti.ke  or  legally  exceed  them.  3d. — The  right  to  ap- 
ply to  the  courts  of  justice  for  redress  of  injuries.  4th. — ^The 
right,  under  checks  which  promote  peace  without .  restraining  li- 
berty, to  petition  the  King,  or  either  House  of  Parliament,  peace- 
ably but  not  tumultuously  :  and,— 5thly,  the  right  to  have  arms  for 
our  defence  suitable  to  our  condition  andMegree. 
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Such  are  the  rights  of  Englishmen,  the  modes  by  which  thej 
have  been  confirmed,  and  the  modes  by  which  they  are  secureol 
They  consist,  not  in  atiy  fanciful  opinions,  but  in 

The  right  to — I.  Personal  security. — 2.  Personal  liberty. — 
3.  Private  property. 

Confirmed  by — 1.  Magna  Charta, — 2.  The  Habeas  Corpus 
Act — 3.  The  Bill  of  Rights.— 4.  The  Act  of  Settlement. 

Secured  by — 1.  The  powers  and  privileges  of  Parliament. — 
2.  The  limitation  of  the  King's  prerogative.-i-S.  The  right  to  ap- 
ply to  Courts  of  Justice.— 4.  The  right  to  petitbn  the  King  or 
either  House  of  Parliament. — 5.  The  right  to  have  suitable  arms 
for  defence. 

These  then  are  our  rights,  and  this  the  true  goddess  of  liberty 
to  whom  an  Englishman  erects  an  altar  on  his  hearth,  and  whom  he 
teaches  his  young  children  to  reverence.  She  is  supported  by  order^ 
and  justice,  and  religion,  and  holds  in  her  right  hand  the  book  of  the 
law,  which  she  doth  see  equally  dealt  out  to  the  least  of  her  wor- 
shippers. She  sanctions  not  the  crimes  committed  in  her  name.  She 
sits  not  on  a  throne  built  of  bones  and  skulls,  hoisting  caps  and 
flags  red  with  the  blood  of  her  victims.  It  was  not  to  support  a 
spurious  idol  that  those  great  men  contended,  whose  names  are 
disgraced  by  being  made  the  watchword  of  every  ignorant  faction^ 
Hampden,  Russell,  and  Sydney.  It  was  not  to  maintain  her  tro- 
phies that  our  countrymen  bravely  fought  and  nobly  fell  at  Cressy 
and  at  Agincourt,  at  Trafalgar  and  at  Waterloo ;  it  was  not  physical 
force,  mere  bones  and  muscle,  but  the  strong  beating  of  hearts^ 
indignant  at  tyranny,  and  full  of  the  love  of  liberty,  of  order,  and 
of  justice,  by  which  England  conquered. 

May  these  our  rights  and  liberties,  thus  nobly  obtained,  for  ever 
be  preserved  sacred !  May  they  be  deeply  impressed  on  our  own 
minds,  and  on  the  minds  of  our  children !  May  they  never  tp 
violated  by  the  excesses  of  power :  or,  what  is  more  to  be  dreadea^ 
by  the  accession  to  power  from  the  excesses  of  popular  infatua- 
tion !  May  they,  above  all,  never  be  polluted  by  the  wild  doctrines 
of  Demagogues ! 

Athens  once  was  what  London  now  is ;  the  seat  of  every  pri- 
vate virtue  :  a  city  of  refuge  :  the  mansion-house  of  liberty.  Let 
us  not  be  unmindful  of  its  sad  reverse  !  The  decline  and  fall  of  em- 
pires proceed  from  causes  as  certain  in  their  operation  as  aiiy  other 
cause  in  nature.  In  vain  vrzs  this  heedless  people  admonished 
that,  as  vice  and  folly  hurry  individuals  to  destruction,  they  con- 
vert a  living  nation  into  a  sepulchre.  The  sophists  prevailed— 
Phocion  was  condemned  to  death,  and  the  decencies  of  burial  were 
denied  to  his  corpse.  Athens  is  now  a  ruin.  Of  all  those  mas- 
sive temples,  whether  built  for  pomp  or  for  pleasure,  in  which 
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iprevr^iiiiBiiiiiteii  th^;strains  of  9weet  Menanderi  learned  Euripides^ 
loftYi,  l^piiQclesi'adarcely  one  stone  stands  on  another ;  and  the 
walls  that  did  edib  thexri  are  laid  low  !  The  people  are  slaves  :  the 
city*.i&  commanded  Jby  a  Vaivod?*  ;who  buys  his  oJBice  of  the  chief 
of  the  black  eunuchs,  to  whom  the  revenue  belongs.  The  whole 
country  is  governed  by  unlettered  barbarians.  The  plains  of 
Marathon  and  the  pass  of  ThemK>pylas  are  under  the  dominion  of 
^  Turks!    .         : 

'  Such  are  the. bitter  fruits  o£  /enrcnepus  opinions  iippn  liberty 
dnd  proJ>erty.  Instead  of  promoting'  order,  they  mislead  igno- 
rance by  teaching  that  resticaipt  is  tyranny.  Instead  of  encourag- 
ing industry^  th6y  allure  poverty  by  the  delusion  that  property 
ought  to  be  in  common  :  that  vice  may  consume  the  earnings  of 
virtue :  that  one  man  may  sow,  and  another  reap  :  that  the  slothful 
drone,  who  murmurs  round  the  hive,  may  seize  the  honey  which  the 
industrious  bee  has  carefully  and  cheerfully  collected. 
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University  of  Valladolid. 

To  the  first  question  it  was  answered— TSa^  neither  Pope, 
Cardinals^  or  even  a  General  Council^  have  any  civil  authority^ 
power^  jurisdiction,  or  pre-eminence^  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  or  over  any  other  kingdom  or  province 
in  which  they  possess  no  temporal  dominion. 

To  the  second  it  is  answered — ^That  neither  Pope  nor  Cardinals, 
nor  even  a  General  Council,  can  absolve  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance,  or  dispense  with  their  obli- 
gation. 

To  the  third  it  is  answered — ^Thalt  the  obligation  of  k^tfing 
faith  is  grounded  on  the  law  of  nature,  which  binds  all  men  equally, 
without  respect  to  their  religious  opinions;  and  with  regard  to 
Catholics  it  is  still  more  cogent,  as  it  is  confirmed  by  the  principles 
of  their  religion. 

Signed  in  the  usual  form,  February  17,  1789* 

While  the  general  committee  were  occupied  in  carrying  thjsse 
measures  into  efix^ct,  Parliament  had  passed  »  law'  for  removing; 
part  of  the  restraints  and  disabilities  to  which  the  Catholics  were 
liable.  It  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Sir  H* 
Langrishe,  and,  being  supported  by  Government,  it  met  with  little 
opposition.     But  the  conduct  of  Government,  on  this  occastoli, 

»  rwd  (it^o  111.  (.  4ii. 
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was  8o  suspicious,  and  its  favor  conferred  with  so  bad  a  grace,*  that 
it  did  not  in  the  least  degree  contribute  to  appease  the  irritatioii 
which  its  former  conduct  in  1791  had  so  justly  given  rise  to. 

By  this  act  Catholics  may  be  called  to  the  bar,  and  may  be  ad- 
mitted as  students  into  the  King's  Inns;  Attorneys  may  take 
Catholic  apprentices,  and  are  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  educating 
their  children  Protestants ;  and  barristers  may  marry  Catholics. 
Catholic  barristers,  and  apprentices  to  attorneys,  must,  nevertheless, 
qualify  themselves  for  the  benefits  of  this  act,  by  taking  the  oath 
of  the  13th  &  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35. 

By  this  act,  so  much  of  9th  William  III.  c.  3.  and  2d  Anne,c. 
6.  as  prevents  Protestants  from  intermarrying  with  Papists,  is 
repealed.  But  Protestants  married  to  Catholics  are  not  to  vote  at 
elections  ;  and  the  law  is  not  altered  which  makes  it  a  capital 
felony  for  a  priest  to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  a  Protestant  and  a 
Catholic,  though  the  very  next  act  in  the  statute  book  enables  a 
Presbyterian  clergyman  to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  a  Protestant 
and  a  Presbyterian. 

By  this  act,  also,  the  7th  William  III.  for  restraining  foreign 
education,  is  repealed ;  and  Catholics  are  permitted  to  teach  school 
without  taking  out  a  licence  from  the  ordinary.  And  so  much 
likewise  of  8th  Anne,  c.  3.  is  repealed,  which  enacts  that  no  Papist 
shall  take  more  than  two  apprentices. 

In  the  course  of  the  debates  upon  this  act,  the  Catholics  were  ac- 
cused of  professing  tenets  inimical  to  good  order  and  government  i 
and  with  harbouring  pretensions  to  the  forfeited  estates  of  their  fore- 
fathers, and  with  wishing  to  subvert  the  existing  establishment! 
that  they  might  reinstate  a  Popish  one  in  its  stead.  The  general 
committee  were  also  accused  of  being  turbulent  and  seditious 
agitators.  It  was  asserted,  that  the  petition  which  they  presented 
this  year  to  Parliament,  was  the  act  of  an  obscure  faction,  confined 
merely  to  the  capital,  and  disavowed  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
Catholics. 

In  order  to  repel  the  first  of  these  accusations,  the  declaration  of 
1774,  which  has  already  been  introduced  into  this  work,  was  repub- 
lished, and  signed  by  Dr.  Troy  and  the  principal  Catholic  clergy 
and  laity  of  the  kingdom.  The  second  charge  was  not  so  easily 
to  be  contradicted.  It  was  one  of  most  serious  importance  to  the 
interests  of  the  whole  body,  and,  if  suffered  to  pass  without  the 
fallacy  of  it  being  exposed,  would  have  contributed  to  defeat  all 
the  exertions  which  had  been  made  to  obtain  redress.  Urged 
by  these  considerations,  and  also  by   a  communication,  which, 

*  This  measure  was  iDtroduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  wiihcut  any 
communication  with  the  general  committee. 
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about  this  time)  was  made,  from  the  first  authority)  that  a  further  ap« 
plication  for  relief  would  have  great  weight  with  his  Majesty,  and 
with  Parliament,  if  the  committee  were  qualified  to  declare^  that  it 
was  the  measure  of  every  Catholic  in  the  kingdom,'  the  committee 
devised  a  plan,  by  which  a  convention  of  delegates  should  be  held, 
elected  by  the  whole  Catholic  body.  A  circular  letter  was 
immediately  written,  directing  that  each  parish  should  proceed  to 
choose  one  or  two  electors,  and  that  these  electors  should  then 
elect  from  one  to  four  delegates,  as  it  might  appear  most  expedient 
to  them.  Their  directions  were  obeyed,  and  carried  into  efibct 
with  so  much  promptitude  and  good  order,  that  the  convention 
were  able  to  meet  on  the  3d  of  December,  without  the  smallest 
degree  of  tumult  or  agitation  having  occurred  in  any  part  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  the  mean  time,  this  circular  letter  had  been  laid  hold  of  by 
the  Government,  as  a  proper  instrument  with  which  to  rekindle 
the  embers  of  religious  animosities.  Where  the  partizans  of  Go^ 
vernment  were  sufficiently  strong,  corporate  and  county  meetings 
were  held  to  reprobate  the  plan  of  the  general  committee ;  but  if 
defeat,  or  even  formidable  resistance,  was  apprehended,  similar 
resolutions  were  entered  into  by  the  grand  juries,  where  success 
could  easily  be  secured,  from  the  influence  of  Government  in  their 
appointment. 

In  order  to  counteract  the  eflFect  of  these  resolutions,  those  Pro- 
testants who  had  the  virtue  and  the  good  sense  neither  to  become 
the  tools  or  the  dupes  of  Government,  held  a  great  number  of 
meetings  of  different  towns  and  districts.  Some  few,  with  Lon- 
donderry at  their  head,  expressed  themselves  favorable  to  a  gradual 
admission  of  the  Catholics  i  but  the  great  majority  followed  the 
example  of  an  immense  body  of  volunteers,  who,  when  assembled 
together  at  their  commemoration  meeting,  declared  their  sendments 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  and  unqualified  extension  of  the  right  of 
sufiVage  to  the  whole  Catholic  body. 

When  the  convention  met  in  December,  their  proceedings 
were  wise,  temperate,  and  decisive,  and  conducted  without  any 
violation  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  of  the  good  order  of  society. 
At  the  first  meeting  the  following  petition  to  the  King  was  unani« 
mously  agreed  to,  pursuant  to  instructions  which  had  been  given 
to  eacli  delegate  by  his  respective  electors. 

'  See  thf!  plan  for  conducting  the  clcetion  of  delegates,  published  17(^3. 
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To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty ,  the  humble  Petition  of  the 
Undersigned  Catholics,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of 
his  Catholic  Subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland » 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  your 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  professing  the  Catholic  religion,  presume  to 
approach  your  Majesty,  who  are  the  common  rather  of  all  your 
people,  and  humbly  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  manifold 
incapacities  and  oppressive  disqualifications  under  which  we  labor. 

For,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  after  a  century  of  uninter- 
rupted loyalty,  in  which  time  five  foreign  wars  and  two  domestic 
rebellions  have  occurred,  after  having  taken  every  oath  of  allegiance 
and  fidelity  to  your  Majesty,  and  given,  and  being  still  ready  to 
give,  every  pledge,  which  can  be  devised  for  their  peaceable  de- 
meanour and  unconditional  submission  to  the  laws,  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  stand  obnoxious  to  a  long  catalogue  of  statutes,  inflicting 
on  dutiful  and  meritorious  subjects  pains  and  penalties  of  an 
extent  and  severity,  which  scarce  any  degree  of  delinquency  can  war- 
rant, and  prolonged  to  a  period,  when  no  necessity  can  be  alleged 
to  justify  their  continuance. 

In  the  first  place,  we  beg  leave,  with  all  humility,  to  represent 
to  your  Majesty,  that,  notwithstanding  the  lowest  departments  in 
TOur  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies  are  largely  supplied  by  our  num- 
bers, and  your  revenue  in  this  country  to  a  great  degree  supported 
by  our  contributions,  we  are  disabled  from  serving  your  Majesty 
in  anyoflice  of  trust  and  emolument  whatsoever,  civil  or  military — a 
proscription,  which  disregards  capacity  or  merit,  admits  of  neither 
qualification  nor  degree,  and  rests  as  an  universal  stigma  of  distrust 
upon  the  whele  body  of  your  Catholic  subjects. 

We  are  interdicted  from  all  municipal  stations,  and  the  franchise 
of  all  guilds  and  corporations ;  and  our  exclusion  from  the  bene- 
fits annexed  to  those  situations  is  not  an  evil  terminating  in  itself ; 
for,  by  giving  an  advantage  over  us  to  those,  in  whom  they  are 
exclusively  vested,  they  establish  throughout  the  kingdom  a  species 
of  qualified  Inonopoly,  uniformly  operating  in  our  disfavor,  con- 
trary to  the  spirit,  and  highly  detrimental  to  the  freedom  of  trade. 

We  may  not  found  nor  endow  any  university,  college,  or  school> 
for  the  education  of  our  children  ;  and  we  are  interdicted  from 
obtaining  degrees  in  the  university  of  Dublin  by  the  several  char- 
ters and  statutes  now  in  force  therein. 

We  are  totally  prohibited  from  keeping  or  using  weapons,  for  the 
defence  of  our  houses,  families,  or  persons,  whereby  we  are  exposed 
to  the  violence  of  burglary,  robbery,  and  assassination ;  and  to 
^nforce  this  prohibition,  contravening  that  great  original  law  of 
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nature,  which  enjoins  us  to  self-defence,  a  variety  of  statutes  exist, 
not  less  grievous  and  oppressive  in  their  provisions,  than  unjust  in 
their  object ;  by  one  of  which,  enacted  so  lately  as  within  these 
sixteen  years,  every  one  of  your  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects,  of 
whatever  rank  or  degree,  peer  or  peasant,  is  compellable  by  any 
magistrate  to  come  forward  and  convict  himself  of  what  may  be 
thought  a  singular  offence  in  a  country  professing  to  be  free— '•keep- 
ing arms  for  his  defence ;  or,  if  he  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  may 
incur  not  only  fine  and  imprisonment,  but  the  vile  and  ignominious 
punishments  of  the  pillory  and  whipping,  penalties  appropriated  to 
the  most  infamous  malefactors,  and  more  terrible  to  a  liberal  mind 
than  death  itself. 

No  Catholic  whatsoever,  as  we  apprehend,  has  his  personal 
property  secure.  The  law  allows  and  encourages  the  disobedient 
and  unnatural  child  to  conform  and  deprive  him  of  it :  the  un- 
happy father  does  not,  even  by  the  surrender  of  his  all,  purchase 
his  repose  ;  he  may  be  attacked  by  new  bills,  if  his  future  industry 
be  successful,  and  again  be  plundered  by  due  process  of  law. 

We  are  excluded,  or  may  be  excluded,  from  all  petit  juries^ 
in  civil  actions,  where  one  of  the  parties  is  a  Protestant ;  and  we  are 
further  excluded  from  all  petit  juries  in  trials  by  information  orin«- 
dictment  founded  on  any  of  the  Popery  laws,  by  which  law  we 
most  humbly  submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  your  loyal  subjects,  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  are  in  this  their  native  land,  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion than  that  of  aliens,  for  they  may  demand  an  equitable  privilege 
denied  to  us,  of  having  half  their  jury  aliens  like  themselves* 

We  may  not  serve  on  grand  juries,  unless,  which  it  is  scarcely 
possible  can  ever  happen,  there  should  not  be  found  a  sufficiency  cf 
Protestants  to  complete  the  pannel ;  contrary  to  that  humane  and 
equitable  principle  of  the  law,  which  says,  that  no  man  shall  be 
convicted  of  any  capital  offence,  unless  by  the  concurring  verdicts  of 
two  juries  of  his  neighbours  and  equals ;  whereby,  (and  to  this 
we  humbly  presume  more  particularly  to  implore  your  royal  at- 
tention) we  are  deprived  of  the  great  palladium  of  the  Constitution, 
trial  by  our  peers,  independent  of  the  manifest  injustice  of  our 
property  being  taxed  in  assessments  by  a  body,  from  which  we  are 
formally  excluded. 

We  avoid  a  further  enumeration  of  inferior  grievances;  but  may 
it  please  your  Majesty,  there  remains  one  incapacity,  which  your 
loyal  subjects,  the .  Catholics  of  Ireland,  feel  with  most  poignafDt 
anguish  of  mind,  as  being  the  badge  of  unmerited  disgtace  and 
ignominy,  and  the  cause  and  bitter  aggravation  of  all  our  Other 
calamities  ;  we  are  deprived  of  the  elective  franchise^  to  the  mani- 
fest perversion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  inasmuch  as  your 
faithful  subjects  are  thereby  taxed,  where  they  »fe  not  represented. 
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^tttfnaUy  or  Tixluslljr,  »iid  bound  by  laws,  ii>  tb^  framing  of  <w)^k^ 
Aej  hmt  no  :|^i>wer  to  five  or  widdM)id  their  lassent ;  .9»d  :we:fnQ9t 
jnimUj  inptore  your  MajejBty  to  believe,  that  this  our  pritTie  and 
htawy  giJevanoe  :is  tiotau  evU  merely  speculative,  but  is  attendi^ 
with  great  dtstreas  to  all  raidca»  and,  in  many  instances,  with  the 
total  xuin  and  dastruotion  of  the  lower  orders  of  your  Majest^yU 
iEttthfttl  and  loyal  aid>jects  the  Catholics  of  Ireland*,  for,  n)ay  it 
iplease  your  jMajeaty^  not  toimention  the  infinite  variety  of  advant^gos 
in  ponttof  protection  and  otherwise,  which  the  enjoyment  of  the 
riective  lAanchise  gives  to  those  who  possess  it,  nor  the  consequjent 
inconvenienciee  to  which  those  who  are  deprived  thereof  ^re  liable;.; 
jmt  to  jnention  the  disgrace  to  three-fourths  of  your  loyal  subjects 
of  Ir£lland,jof  living  the  only  body  of  men. incapable  of  franchise, 
in  a  nation  possessing  a  free  Constitution,  it  continually  happens, 
and  .of  .necessity  from tihe.malignant  nature  of  the  law  must  happen, 
that  multitudes  of  the  Catholic  tenantry  in  divers  counties  in  this 
kingdom  arQ,  at  the  expiration  of  their  leases,  expelled  from  their 
tenements  and  farms,  to  make  room  for  Protestant  freeholders, 
who,  by  their  votes,  may  contribute  to  the  weight  and  importance 
•of  their  .landlords ;  a  circumstance  which  renders  the  recurrence 
of  a  general  election,  that  period  which  is  the  boast  and  laudable 
triumph  of  our  Protestant  brethren,  a  visitation  and  heavy  curae 
to  us,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects.  And  may  it 
pleoseyour  Majesty,^ this  uncertainty  of  possession  to  your  Majestyfs 
'Catholic  subjects,  operates  as  a  perpetual  restraint  and  discourage- 
'men^  on.imlustry  and  the  spirit  of  cultivation,  whereby  it  happens, 
that  this  your  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Ireland,  possessing  many  and 
great  natural  advantages  of  soil  and  climate,  so  as  to  be  exceeded 
dierein  J>y  few,  if  any  countries  on  the  earth,  is  yet  prevented  from 
availing  herself  thereof  so  fully  as  she  otherwise  might,  to  the 
furtherance  of  your  Majesty's  honor,  and  the  more  effectual  sup- 
port of  your  service. 

And,  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  the  evil  does  not  even  rest  here  j 
for  many  of  your  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects,  to  preserve  their 
families  from  total  destruction,  submit  to. a  nominal  conformity 
against  their  conviction  and  their  conscience,  and  preferring  perjury 
to  famine,  take  oaths  which  they  utterly  disbelieve;  a  circum- 
stance which  we  doubt  not  will  shock  your  Majesty's  well  known 
and  exemplary  piety,  not  less  than  the  misery  which  drives  those 
onh^py  wretches  to  so  desperate  a  measure,  must  distress  and 
wound  your  royal  clemency  and  conmiiseration. 

And  may  it  please  your  Majesty,  though  we  might  here  rest 
our  case  on  its  own  merits,  justice,  and  expediency,  yet  we  further 
presome  humbly  to  submit  to  your  Majesty,  that  the  right  of 
'fnmdiite  was,  wkh. divers  odier  t^hts,  enjoyed  by  the  Catholics  of 


104  Sir  H.  Pamell  m  the  Fend  Laws  t^S 

this  kingdom,  from  the  first  adoption  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution by  our  forefathers,  was  secured  to  at  least  a  great  part 
of  our  body  by  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  in  1691,  guaranteed  by 
your  Majesty's  royal  predecessors.  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  and  finally  confirmed  and  ratified  by  Parliament ;  notwith- 
standing which,  and  in  breach  of  the  public  faith  of  the  nation, 
thus  solemnly  pledged,  for  which  our  ancestors  paid  a  valuable 
consideration,  in  the  surrender  of  their  arms,  and  a  great  part  of 
this  kingdom,  and  notwithstanding  the  most  scrupulous  adherence 
on  our  part,  to  the  terms  of  the  said  treaty,  and  our  unremitting 
loyalty  from  that  day  to  the  present,  the  said  right  of  electtTC 
franchise  was  finally  and  universally  taken  away  from  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  so  lately  as  the  first  year  of  his  Majesty  King  George 
the  Second. 

And  when  we  thus  presume  to  submit  this  infraction  of  the 
treaty  of  Limerick  to  your  Majesty's  royal  notice,  it  is  not  that  we 
ourselves  consider  it  to  be  the  strong  part  of  our  case ;  for,  though 
our  rights  were  recognized,  they  were  by  no  means  created 
by  that  treaty ;  and  we  do  with  all  humiUty  conceive,  that  if 
no  such  event  as  the  said  treaty  had  ever  taken  place,  your 
Majesty's  Catholic  subjects,  from  their  unvarying  loyalty,  and 
dutiful  submission  to  the  laws,  and  from  the  great  support  afibrded 
by  them  to  your  Majesty's  Government  in  this  country,  as  well 
in  their  personal  service,  in  your  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies,  as 
from  the  taxes  and  revenues  levied  on  Uieir  property,  are  fully 
competent,  and  justly  entitled  to  participate  and  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  the  Constitution  of  their  country. 

And  now  that  we  have,  with  ail  humility,  submitted  our  griev- 
ances to  your  Majesty,  permit  us,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  again 
to  represent  our  sincere  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  as  establish- 
ed in  the  three  estates  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  ;  our  unin* 
terrupted  loyalty,  peaceable  demeanour,  and  submission  to  the  laws 
for  one  hundred  years,  and  our  determination  to  persevere  in  the 
same  dutiful  conduct,  which  has,  under  your  Majesty's  happy 
auspices,  procured  us  those  relaxations  of  the  penal  statutes,  which 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  has  from  time  to  time  thought  pro- 
per to  grant ;  we  humbly  presume  to  hope,  that  your  Majesty, 
in  your  paternal  goodness  and  aflFection  to>vards  a  numerous  and 
oppressed  body  of  your  loyal  subjects,  may  be  graciously  pleased 
to  recommend  to  your  Parliament  of  Ireland,  to  take  into  their 
consideration  the  whole  of  our  situation,  our  numbers,  our  merits, 
and  our  sufierings  ;  and  as  we  do  not  give  place  to  any  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects,  in  loyalty  and  attachment  to  your  sacred  person, 
we  cannot  suppress  our  wishes  of  being  restored  to  the  r^hts  and 
privileges  of  the  Constitution  pf  o\|r  country,  and  thereby  becom* 
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ing  more  worthy,  as  well  as  more  capable,  of  rendering  your 
Majesty  that  service,  which  it  is  not  less  our  duty  than  our  incli- 
nation to  afford. 

So  may  your  Majesty  transmit  to  your  latest  posterity,  a  crown 
secured  by  public  advantage  and  public  affection  ;  and  so  may  your 
royal  person  become,  if  possible,  more  dear  to  your  grateful  people. 

On  the  2d  January,  179S,  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  deputed 
to  present  this  petition,  were  introduced  to  his  Majesty  by  Mr. 
Dundas  ;  and,  on  the  10th  of  the  same  month.  Lord  Westmore- 
land, in  a  speech  from  the  throne  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
said,  « I  have  it  in  particular  command  from  his  Majesty^  to  re- 
commend it  to  you,  l;o  apply  yourselves  to  the  consideration  of  such 
measures  as  may  be  most  likely  to  strengthen  and  cement  a  general 
union  of  sentiment  among  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in 
support  of  the  established  Constitution ;  with  this  view  his  Majesty 
trusts,  that  the  situation  of  his  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects  will 
engage  your  serious  attention ;  and,  in  consideration  of  this  subject, 
he  relies  on  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  Parliament." 

In  a  few  days  afterwards,  Major  Hobart,  the  chief  Secretary 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  a  petition  from  the  Catholics, 
and  soon  after  the  royal  assent  was  given  to  the  following  <<  act 
for  affording  relief  to  his  Majesty's  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  of  Ireland." 

Whereas  various  acts  of  Parliament  have  been  passed,  imposing 
on  his  Majesty's  subjects  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion,  mam/  restraints  and  disabilities  to  which  other  subjects 
of  this  realm  are  not  liable  ;  and,  from  the  peaceable  and  loyal  de- 
meanour of  his  Majesty's  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  it  is 
JU  that  such  restraints  and  disabilities  shall  be  discontinued :  Be  it 
therefore  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  being  Papists,  or 
persons  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or 
married  to  Papists,  or  persons  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  or  educating  any  of  their  children  in  that  religion, 
ihall  not  be  liable  or  subject  to  any  penalties,  forfeitures,  disabilities, 
or  incapacities ;  or  to  any  laws  for  the  limitation,  charging,  or 
discovering  of  their  estates  and  property,  real  or  personal,  or 
touching  the  acquiring  of  property,  or  securities  affecting  property, 
save  such  as  his  Majesti/s  subjects  of  the  Protestant  religion  are 
liable  and  subject  to ;  and  that  such  parts  of  all  oaths  as  are 
required  to  be  taken  by  persons,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  for 
voting  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament ;  and  also 
such  parts  of  all  oaths  required  to  be  taken  by  persons  voting  at 
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•tections  for  members  to  serve  in  Pariiftment^  ae  import  to  deny 
that  the  p^son  taking  the  same  is  a  Papist,  or  married  to  a  Papist, 
or  educates  his  children  in  the  Popish  religion,  shall  not  hereafter 
be  required  to  be  taken  by  any  YOter,  but  shall  be  omitted  by  the 
person  administering  the  same ;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  entitle  a  Papist,  or  person  profesfsing  the  Popish  or 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  vote  at  an  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  Parliament,  that  he  should  at  or  previous  to  his  voting,  take 
the  oathd  of  allegiance  and  abjuration,  any  statute  now  in  force  to 
the  contrary  of  any  of  the  said  matters,  in  any- wise  notwithstand- 
iftg. 

2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that  all  Papists, 
or  persons  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  who 
may  claim  to  have  a  right  of  voting  for  members  to  serve  in  Par- 
liament, or  of  voting  for  magistrates  in  any  city,  town  corporate, 
or  borough,  within  this  kingdom,  be  hereby  required  to  perform 
all  qualifications,  registries,  and  other  requisites,  which  are  now 
Inquired  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  in  like  cases,  by  any 
law  or  laws  now  of  force  in  this  kingdom,  save  and  except  such 
oaths  and  parts  of  oaths,  as  are  herein  before  excepted. 

S»  And  provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  before  contained 
shall  extend,  ot  be  construed  to  extend,  to  repeal  or  alter  any  law 
<Wr  a<?t  ^f  PatKament  nt)W  in  force,  by  -which  certain  quaKfications 
are  required  to  be  performed  by  persons  enjoying  any  offices  or 
places  of  trust  under  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  other 
thkH  as  hereinafter  is  enacted. 

4*.  Provided  also.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend 
6r  be  construed  to  extend,  tb  give  Papists  or  persons  professing  the 
Popish  religion,  a  right  to  vote  at  any  parish  vestry  for  levying  money 
to  rebuild  or  repair  any  parish  church,  or  respecting  the  demising 
6r  disposal  of  the  income  of  any  estate  belonging  to  any  church  or 
parish,  ot  for  the  salary  of  the  Parish  clerk,  or  at  the  election  of  any 
thurthwarden. 

5.  Provided  always.  That  nothing  ccrtitained  in  this  act  shall  ex- 
tend to,  or  be  construed  to  affect  any  action  or  suit  now  depend- 
ing, ^hich  shkll  have  Ijeen  brought  or  instituted  previous  to  the 
tbmmiencemetit  of  this  session  of  Parliament. 

is.  Provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend 
tb  alithorii^e  any  Papist  or  person  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman 
'Catholic  religion,  to  have  or  keep  in  his  hands  or  possession  ainy 
iitins,  ^mor,  amnmnition,  or  any  tirarlike  stores,  sword  blades, 
li^trrdsj  locks,  or  stocks  df  guns  br  fire  arms,  or  to  exempt  such 
^rSon  frbtti  iany  forfeiture  or  penalty  inflicted  by  any  act  respect- 
titg  iitms,  armbr,  or  ammunition,  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  any 
Pii^ift,  or*rbspectihg  P&pists  having  ofr  keeping  suth  warlike  stores, 
tiav^  iahd  tjcc^pt  Papists  or  persons  of  tlie  Popish  or  ^oman  Cafho- 
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Ik  religion,  seized  of  a  freehold  estate  of  one  hundred  pounds 
a-year,  or  possessed  of  a  personal  estate  of  one  thousand  pounds  or 
upwardS)  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  keep  arms  and  ammunition  as 
Protestants  now  by  law  may  ;  and  also  save  and  except  Papists  or 
Roman  Catholics  possessinjg  a  freehold  estate  of  ten  pounds  yearly 
value,  and  less  than  one  hundred  pounds,  or  a  personal  estate  c« 
three  hundred  pounds,  and  less  than  one  thousand  pounds,  who 
shall  hare,  at  the  session  of  the  peace  in  the  county  in  which  they 
reside,  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance, prescribed  to  be  taken,  by  aA 
act  passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  present 
Majesty's  reign,  entitled,  <<  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, of  whatever  persuasion,  to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him  5" 
and  also,  in  open  court,  swear  and  subscribe  an  affidavit,  that  thsy 
are  possessed  of  a  freehold  estate,  yielding  a  clear  yearly  profit  t6 
the  person  making  the  same,  of  ten  pounds,  or  a  personal  property 
of  three  hundred  pounds  above  his  just  debts,  specifying  therein 
the  name  and  nature  of  such  freehold,  and  nature  of  such  personal 
property  ;  which  affidavits  shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  detk 
of  the  peace,  who  shall  have  for  his  trouble  a  fee  of  sixpence^  and 
no  more,  for  every  such  affidavit  5  and  the  person  making  such 
affidavits,  and  possessing  such  property,  may  keep  and  use  arms  ahd 
ammunition  as  Protestants  may,  so  long  as  they  shall  respectively 
possess  a  property  of  the  annual  value  of  ten  pounds  and  up^^ards', 
if  freehold,  or  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  if  personal^  any 
statute  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

7.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  la^^ful  fdir 
Papists,  or  persons  professing  the  Popish  or  Roman  Catholit 
religion,  to  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy,  all  civil  and  militaty  officcfs, 
or  places  of  trust  or  profit  under  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  sud^ 
cessors,  in  this  kingdom  5  and  to  hold  or  take  degrees ^  or  aiiyprt^ 
fessorship  in,  or  be  masters  or  fellows  of  any  college  to  be  hereafter 
founded  in  this  kingdom^  provided  that  such  college  ihall  be  U 
member  6i  the  university  of  Dublin,  and  shall  not  be  fduftded  ex- 
clusively for  the  education  of  Papists,  or  persons  professing  thfe 
Popish  OT  Roma  A  Catholic  religion,  nor  consist  exclusively  of 
masters,  fellows,  or  other  persons  to  be  named  or  elected  6ii  thfe 
foundation  of  such  college,  being  persons  professing  the  Popish  or 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  to  hold  any  office  oi'  place  of  triiSt  itt, 
and  to  be  a  member  of  any  lay  body  corpbtatey  except  th^  cbllegfe 
of  the  Holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  nfeaf  Du&. 
lin,  without  taking  and  subscribing  the  oath  of  allegiancfe^  supre- 
macy, or  abjuration,  or  making  or  subscribing  the  declafatiort  requir- 
ed to  be  taken,  made,  and  subscribed,  to  enable  any  pers&n  tc^  hoM 
and  eAjoy  any  of  such  places,  and  without  receiving  the;  Sadfami^fft 
of  the  Lord's  Supper^  aet<^ing  to  the  rights  ^d  (ttt^hofnki  df 
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the  Church  of  Ireland,  any  law^,  statute,  or  bye-lceWi  qf  t^ny  corpora^ 
tion^  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  provided  that  every  such  per- 
son shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  appointed  by  the  ace,  passed  in 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  entitled 
<<  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever  persua* 
tion,  to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him ;''  and  also  the  oath  and  de- 
claration following,  that  is  to  say :. 

<<  I  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do  profess  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion/' 

«I  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  I  do  abjure,  condemn,  and  detest, 
as  unchristian  and  impious,  the  principle  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder, 
destroy,  or  any  ways  injure  any  person  whatsoever  for  or  under 
the  pretence  of  being  a  heretic  ;  and  I  do  declare  solemnly  before 
God,  that  I  believe,  that  no  act  in  itself  unjust,  immoral,  or 
wicked,  can  ever  be  justified  or  excused  by  or  under  pretence  or 
color  that  it  was  done  either  for  the  good  of  the  churchy  or  in 
obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical  power  whatsoever.  I  also  declare, 
that  it  is  not  an  article  of  the  Catholic  faith,  neither  am  I  thereby 
required  to  believe  or  profess  that  the  Pope  is  infallible^  or  that  I 
am  bound  to  obey  any  order  in  its  own  nature  immoral,  though 
the  Pope,  or  any  ecclesiastical  power,  should  issue  or  direct  such 
order  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  it  would  be*  sinful  in  me 
to  pay  any  respect  or  obedience  thereto :  I  further  declare,  that  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  sin  whatsoever ^  committed  by  me,  can  be 
forgiven  at  the  mere  mil  of  any  Pope^  or  of  any  priest,  or  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  j  but  that  sincere  sorrow  for  past 
sins,  a  firm  and  sincere  resolution  to  avoid  future  guilt,  and  to 
atone  to  God,  are  previous  and  indispensible  requisites  to  establish 
a  well-founded  expectation  of  forgiveness ;  and  that  any  person 
who  receives  absolution  without  these  previous  requisites,  so  far 
from  obtaining  thereby  any  remission  of  his  sins,  incurs  the  additional 
guilt  of  violating  a  sacrament ;  and  I  do  swear  that  I  will  defend^ 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power y  the  settlement  and  arrangement  of  pro- 
perty in  this  country  as  established  by  the  laws  now  in  being  ;  I 
do  hereby  disclaim,  disavow,  and  solemnly  abjure  any  intention 
to  subvert  the  present  church  establishment,  for  the  purpose 
of  substituting  a  Catholic  establishment  in  its  stead ;  and  I  do 
solemnly  swear,  that  I  will  not  exercise  any  privilege  to  which  I  am 
or  may  become  entitled,  to  disturb  and  weaken  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion and  Protestant  Government  in  this  kingdom. 
«  So  help  me  God/' 

8.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  Papists,  or  persons  professing  the 
Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  may  be  capable  of  being 
elected  professors  of  medicuie  upon  the  foundation  of  Sir  Patrick 
Dunnj  any  law  or  statute  to  the  cotitrary  notwithstanding. 
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9.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  enable  any  person 
to  sit  or  vote  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  or  to  hold,  exercise, 
or  enjoy  the  OfBce  of  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  or  other 
Chief  Governor  or  Governors  of  this  kingdom.  Lord  High  Chan« 
cellor  or  Keeper,  or  Commissioner  of  the  Great  Seal  of  this  king- 
dom. Lord  High  Treasurer,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  or  Common  Pleas,  Lord 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  or  Common  Pleas,  or  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, Judge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  Master  or  Keeper 
of  the  Rolls,  Secretary  of  State,  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Vice- 
Treasurer,  Teller  and  Cashier  of  the   Exchequer,  or   Auditor 
General,  Lieutenant  or  Governor,  or  Custos  Roltdorum  of  Counties, 
Secretary  to  the  liOrd  Lieutenant,  Lord  Deputy,  or  other  Chief 
Governor  or  Governors  of  this  kingdom.  Member  of  his  Majesty's 
most  honorable  Privy  Council,  Prime  Serjeant,  Attorney- General, 
Solicitor-General,  Second  and  Third  Serjeants  at  Law  or  King's 
Council,  Masters  in  Chancery,  Provost  or  Fellow  of  the  College 
of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  near  Dublin  ; 
Postmaster  General,  Master  and  Lieutenant  General  of  his  Majesty's 
Forces,  General  on  the  Staff,  and  Sheriffs  and  Sub-sheriffs  of  any 
County  in  this  kingdom,  or  any  office  contrary  to  the  rules,  orders,  and 
directions,  made  and  established  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  passed  in  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  years 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  entitled,  <<  An  Act  for  the 
explaining  of  some  doubts  arising  upon  an  act,  entitled,  an  Act  for 
the  better  execution  of  his  Majesty's  gracious  Declaration  for  the 
settlement  of  his  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  satisfaction  of  the  several 
bterests  of  adventurers,  soldiers,  and  other  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
there,  and  for  making  some  alterations  of,  and  additions  unto  the 
said  act,  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  Settlement  of  this 
Kingdom,"   unless  he  shall  have  taken,  made,   and    subscribed 
the  oaths  and  declaration,  and  performed  the  several  requisites 
which   by  any  law  heretofore  made,  and  now  of  force,  are  re- 
quired to  enable  any  person  to  sit  or  vote,  or  to  hold,  exercise, 
and  enjoy,  the  said  ofBces  respectively. 

10*  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contsuned  shall  enable  any  Papist,  or  person  professing  the  Popish 
or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  to  exercise  any  right  of  presentation  to 
any  ecclesiastical  benefice  whatsoever. 

11.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  no  Papist,  or  person  professing 
the  Popish  or  Roman  Catholic  religion,  shall  be  liable  to,  oir  sub- 
ject to  any  penalty  for  not  attending  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath* 
day,  called  Sunday,  in  his  or  her  parish  church. 
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13*  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  That  notliing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  «ctend  to  audiorize  any  Popish  priest,  or 
ceputed  Popish  priest,  to  celebrate  marriage  between  Protestant  and 
Protestant,  or  between  any  person  who  hath  been,  or  professed  him* 
self  or  herself  to  be  a  Protestant  at  any  time  within  twelve  months 
before  such  celebration  of  marriage,  and  a  Papist,  unless  such  Protes- 
tant and  Papist  should  have  been  first  married  by  a  clergyman  of  the 
Protestant  religion ;  and  that  every  Popish  priest,  or  reputed  Popish 
priest,  who  shall  celebrate  any  marriage  between  two  Protestants, 
or  between  any  such  Protestant  and  Papist,  unless  such  Protestant 
and  Papist  shall  have  been  first  married  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion,  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  his 
Majesty,  upon  conviction  thereof. 

13.  And  whereas  it  may  be  expedient,  in  case  his  Majesty,  kis 
theirs  and  successorSj  shall  be  pleased  to  alter  the  statutes  of  the 

college  of  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity,  near  Dublin,  and  of  the 
university  of  Dublin,  as  to  enable  persons  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  to  enter  into  or  take  degrees  in  the  said  university^ 
to  remove  any  obstacle  which  now  exists  by  statute  law;  be  it 
enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  nienty*three,  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  any 
person  upon  taking  any  of  the  degrees  usually  conferred  by  the 
said  university  to  make  or  subscribe  any  declaration,  or  to  take 
any  oath  save  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  aojuration,  any  law  or  sta- 
tute to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

14.  Provided  always,  That  no  Papist  or  Roman  Catholic,  or 
persons  professing  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Popish  religion,  shall 
take  any  benefit  by  or  under  this  act,  unless  he  shall  have  first 
taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  and  declaration  in  this  act  contained 
and  set  forth,  and  also  the  said  oath  appointed  by  the  said  act 
passed  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled  <*  An  act  to  enable  his  Majesty's  subjects,  of  whatever 
persuasion,  to  testify  their  allegiance  to  him,"  in  some  one  of  his 
Majesty's  four  courts  of  Dublin,  or  at  the  general  sessions  of  the 
peace,  or  at  any  adjournment  thereof  to  be  holden  for  the  county, 
city,  or  borough  wherein  such  Papist  or  Roman  Catholic,  or  person 
professing  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Popish  religion,  doth  inhabit  or 
dwell,  or  before  the  going  judge  or  judges  of  assize,  in  the  county 
wherein  such  Papist  or  Roman  Catholic,  or  pers<Hi  professing  the 
Roman  Catholic  or  Popish  religion  doth  inhabit  and  dwell,  in 
open  court. 

15.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  shall  so  take  and  subscribe  the  said  oaths  and  decla- 
ration, with  their  titles  and  additions,  shall  be  entered  upon  the  rolb 
for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  by  said  respective  courts ;  md 
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thlt  the  aaid  rolki  once  in  every  yeari  shall  be  transmitted  to,  and 
deposited  in  the  rolls  office  in  this  kingdom)  to  remain  amongst 
the  reccnrds  thereof ;  and  the  masters  or  keepers  of  the  rolls  ui  this 
kingdom,  or  their  lawful  deputy  or  deputies,  are  hereby  empowered, 
and  required  to  give  and  deliver  to  such  person  or  persons  so  tak- 
ing add  subscribing  the  said  oaths  and  declaration,  a  certificate  or 
certificates  of  such  person  or  persons  having  taken  and  subscribed 
the  said  oaths  and  declaration,  for  each  of  which  certificates  the 
mm  of  one  shilling,  and  no  more,  shall  be  paid. 

16.  And  be  it  further  provided  and  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three^ 
nofre^older,  burgess,  freeman,  or  inhabitant  of  this  kingdom,  being 
a  Papist  or  Roman  Catholic,  or  person  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic  or  Popish  religion,  shall  at  any  time  be  capable  of  giving 
his  vote  for  the  electing  of  any  knight  or  knights  of  any  shire  or 
county  within  this  kingdom,  or  citizen  or  burgess  to  serve  in 
Miy  Parliament,  until  he  shall  have  first  produced  and  shown  to 
the  high  sheriff  of  the  said  county,  or  his  deputy  or  deputies,  at 
any  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  said  shire,  and  to  the 
respective  chief  officer  or  officers  of  any  city,  borough,  or  town 
corporate  to  whom  the  return  of  any  citizen  or  burgess  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  such  certificate  of  his  having  taken  and  subscribed  the 
said  oaths  and  declaration,  either  from  the  rolls  office,  or  from  the 
proper  officer  of  the  court  in  which  the  said  oaths  and  declaration 
shall  be  taken  and  subscribed ;  and  such  person  being  a  freeholder^ 
freeman,  burgess,  or  inhabitant,  so  producing  and  showing  such 
certificate,  shall  be  then  permitted  to  vote  as  amply  and  fully  as 
any  Protestant  freeholder,  freeman,  burgess,  or  inhabitant  of  such 
county,  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate,  but  not  otherwise.' 

»  As  admission  into  the  Army  and  Navy  is  the  only  concession  that  has 
been  made  to  the  Catholics,  it  may  be  as  well  to  enumerate  here,  as  in  any 
other  place,  the  various  disabilities  to  which  they  are  still  liable. 

Education, — ^They  cannot  teach  school,  unless  they  take  the  oaths  of 
15th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  They  cannot  take  Frotestant  scholars,  or  6e  ushert 
to  Protestant  schoolmasters^  32d  Geo.  HI.  c.  20. 

Guardianship. — ^They  cannot  be  guardians,  unless  they  take  the  oaths  of 
18th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  If  eccksiasticsy  they  camtot,  under  any  drcvm^ 
ifmces,  be  guardians  ;  nor  can  any  Catholic  he  guardian  to  a  child  of  a,  Protestant, 
Soth  Geo.  III.  c.  29.' 

Marriage. — If  a  Catholic  clergyman  marries  a  Protestant  and  a  Catholic, 
the  marnage  is  null  and  void,  and  he  is  liable  to  suffer  death,  32d  Gef>,  III. 
C.81.  and  S3.  G.  III.  c.  21.  §  12. 

Self-defence, — No  Catholic  can  keep  arms;  unless  he  possesses  a  freehold 
male  of  10/.  per  annum,  or  a  personal  estate  of  300/.  If  so  qualified,  he  must 
further  qualify  himself  by  taking  the  oaths  of  13th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35. 
unless  he  has  a  freehold  estate  of  100/.  per  annum,  or  a  personal  estate  of 

1006/.  33d  Geo.  III.  c.  21.  .         ^      .      n^       ^ 

Ejcercise  of  Religion,— The  Catholic  clergv  must  take  the  oaths  ot  13th,  14th 
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The  genei^l  committeei  in  testimony  of  their  gratitude  to  the 
King  for  this  most  important  concession,  presented  the  following 
address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  hSi 
Majesty. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland,  animated  with  sentiments^of  the  most  lively  grati- 
tude, beg  leave  to  approach  your  Majesty  with  our  sincere  and 
heartfelt  thanks,  for  the  substantial  benefits,  which,  through  your 
Majesty's  gracious  recommendations,  we  have  received  from  the 
wisdom  and  liberality  of  Parliament. 

Impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  your  Majesty's  goodness,  we 
reflect,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  last  and  signal  instance  of  your 
royal  favor,  the  disabilities  under  which  we  and  our  ancestors  so 
long  labored,  have,  in  a  considerable  degree,  been  removed,'  the 
constitutional  energy  of  three-fourths  of  your  loyal  subjects  re-' 
stored  to  their  country,  and  themselves  enabled  to  testify,  in  a 
manner  more  useful  to  your  Majesty's  service,  their  devoted  attach* 
ment  to  your  person,  family,  and  Government.  Restored  as  we 
now  are,  to  such  valuable  privileges,  it  shall  be  our  duty,  as  it  is 

Geo.  III.  c.  35.  and  register  their  place  of  abode,  age,  and  parish.  No 
chapel  can  have  a  steeple  or  bell,  no  funeral  can  take  place  in  any  church . 
or  chapel-yard,  and  ,no  rites  or  ceremonies  of  the  religion  or  habits  of  their 
order  are  permitted,  except  within  their  several  places  of  worship,  or  iu 
private  houses,  ^  1st,  22d  Geo.  III.  c.  .24.  $  6.  . 

Properti/. — The  laws  of  Anne  are  in  force  against  all  Catholics  who  do  not 
take  the  oaths  of  13th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  and  also  against  all  those  who^ 
may  have  lapsed  or  become  converts  to  the  Catliolic  religion. 

Franchises, — No  Catholics  can  hold  any  of  the  offices  enumerated  in 
§  9.  of  the  act  here  inserted  of  S3  G.  III.  c.  21;  * 

Catholics  cannot  sit  in  Parliament.  They  cannot  vote  at  the  elections  for 
members  without  taking  the  oaths  of  the  13th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  and  of 
S3d  Geo.  III.  c.  21.  They  cannot  vote  at  vestries.  They  cannot  be  barris* 
ters,  attorneys,  or  professors  of  medicine  in  Sir  P.  Dunn's  foundation,  without 
taking  the  oaths  of  13th,  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  35.  and  of  S3d.  Geo.  III.  c. 
^\,  or  even  fowlers  and  game-keepers. 

Catholic  SoldierSy  by  the  mutiny  act,  if  they  reAise  to  frequent  the  Church 
of  England  worship,  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  their  commanding  officer, 
shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  ISd.;  and,  for  the  second,  not  only  forfeit 
t2d,  but  be  laid  in  irons  for  12  hours;  and,  by  the  2d  section,  art  5^  of 
the  articles  of  war,  the  punishment  even  extends  to  that  of  death. 

An  Irish  Catholic  officer  or  soldier  on  landing  in  Great  Britain,  Jersey,  or 
Guernsey,  is  immediately  liable  to  the  penalty,  among  others,  by  the 
English  act  1st  Geo.  I.  c.  IS.  of  forfeiting  300/. 

Catholics  are  excluded  from  holding  the  offices  of  Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  or  Director,  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 

No  part,  scarcely,  in  fact,  of  the  penal  code  is  repealed,  but  all  of  it  is  now 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  in  full  force  against  those  Catholics  who  have  not 
qualified  themselves  for  relief  from  its  violence,  by  ts^king  the  oaths  of  13th» 
litb  Geo.  III.  Cr  35.  or  who  may  have  lapsed  or  become  cornvorts  to  the 
Catholic  religion. 
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our  inclination^  to  unite  in  support  of  our  excellent  Constitution,  as 
established  in  King,  Lords  and  Commons :  a  Constitution  revered 
by  as  for  its  excellence,  even  when  secluded  from  its  blessings,  and 
from  which  every  advantage  we  derive  becomes  a  new  tie  of  fidelity 
and  attachment. 

l^rmit  us,  most  gracio^is  Sovereign,  to  express  our  unfeigned 
satisfaction,  that,  to  a  Monarch  endeared  to  us  by  so  many  proofs  of 
clemency,  belongs  the  glorious  distinctions  of  being  the  first  to 
begin  that  work  of  emancipation,  in  the  accomplishment  of  which, 
we  humbly  hope,  your  Majesty  will  enjoy  the  gratification  of 
seeing  your  whole  people  united  in  the  bonds  of  equal  law  and  equal 
liberty. 

May  your  Majesty  long  continue  to  reign  in  the  hearts  of  your 
faithful  subjects,  dispensing,  as  common  father  to  all  your  people, 
the  inestimable  blessings  of  freedom,  peace,  and  union. 

Aldiou^.  this  act  declared  that  Catholics  might  hold  any 
military  office  or  employment,  as  its  powers  could  not  extend  out 
of  Ireland,  and  as  ail  Irish  Catholic  soldiers,  sailors,  and  officers, 
were  uniformly  employed  on  services  out  of  Ireland,  it  was  repre- 
sented to  the  Gk)vemment,  that,  in  order  to  give  it  any  useful 
effect  in  this  respect,  the  English  act  of  1st  Geo.  I.  which  prohibits 
Catholics  from  filling  any  military  situation,  should  be  repealed. 
In  answer  to  their  application,  the  Catholics  were  informed  by 
Lord  Hobart,  that  such  a  measure  would  be  immediately  adopted, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  shown  to  tnem,  con- 
taining the  promise  of  the  English  Government.  In  the  House  of 
Lords,  when,  upon  the  debate  of  this  act.  Lord  Famham  proposed 
an  amendment  to  the  clause  relating  to  the  military  officers,  by 
rendering  its  operation  conditional,  until  England  should  pass  a 
similar  law,  the  Chancellor,  Lord  Clare,  opposed  it ;  «  for,"  said 
he,  ''it  could  not  be  supposed  that  his  Majesty  would  appoint  a 
man  to  such  a  post  until  the  laws  of  the  empire  should  fully  qualify 
him  to  act  in  every  part  of  it.  It  was  more  than  probable  a 
similar  law  to  this  would  be  adopted  in  England  before  the  lapse 
of  two  months,  and  on  this  ground  the  amendment  would  be 
wholly  unnecessary."' 

Fourteen  years,  however,  were^  allowed  to  pass  by  without  any 
such  law  having  been  attempted  to  be  adopted  in  England  ;  and, 
when  the  late  Ministers  sought  to  rescue  the  plighted  faith  of 
dieir  predecessors  from  well  merited  reproach,  they  were  accused 
of  an  attempt  to  subvert  the  established  church,  and  driven  from 
the  councils  of  his  Majesty  as  the  allies  of  the  Pope  and  the  instru- 
ments of  Bonaparte. 

'  Plowden*s  Hist,  of  Br.  Empire  diirinp;  1792  and  1793. 
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In  the  course  of  this  year,  a  most  unequivocal  proof  was  giveii 
of  the  liberal  sentiments  which  prevailed  throughout  the  Pro- 
testants of  the  North  of  Ireland,  in  regard  to  tlieir  Catholic  fellow- 
countrymen.  At  the  meeting  of  me  convention  of  delegates^ 
which  was  held  in  February,  at  Dungannon,  and  in  which  the  coun- 
ties of  Antrim,  Down,  Londonderry,  Tyrone,  Donegal,  and  Mo- 
naghan,  were  fully  represented,  they  passed  resolutions  in  favor 
of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  reform  in  rarliament,  including  the 
unqualified  admission  of  the  Catholics.  The  Synod  of  Ulster 
also  (a  body  consisting  of  the  whole  dissenting  clergy  of  the  Norths 
aiid  the  Presbytery  of  Dublin,  together  widi  a  lay  delegate  from 
each  parish)  presented  an  address  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  which 
they  expressed  their  satisfaction  at  the  admission  of  the  Catholics 
to  the  privileges  of  the  Constitution. 

These  occurrences  are  of  vast  importance  in  forming  a  correct 
view  of  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  Protestants  upon  this  question ; 
because  the  Presbyterians  being  in  numbers  fully  equal  to  the  Pro* 
testants  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  leaves  but  a  small  number  of 
the  whole  people  adverse  to  the  Catholic  claims,  even  if  all  these 
Protestants  were,  as  they  certainly  are  not,  hostile  to  emancipa* 
tion. 

During  this  session,  another  subject  occupied  the  serioiis  atten- 
tion of  the  upper  house  of  Parliament.  Disturbances  had  broken 
out,  and  outrages  were  committed  in  the  county  of  Louth,  and  the 
neighbouring  counties  of  Meath,  Cavan,  and  Monaghan,  by  persons 
of  the  very  lowest  rank  in  life,  associated  under  the  name  of  de- 
fenders. This  body  had  its  origin  in  religious  persecution^  and 
was  an  almost  inevitable  consequence  of  the  system,  according  to 
which  Ulster  had  been  colonized  and  settled,  and  Ireland .  ruled 
since  the  reformation.  In  that  province  English  and  Scotch  plan- 
ners had  been  established  on  the  forfeited  lands  of  the  n^itive 
Catholics.  These  last  were,  for  the  most  part,  obliged  to  retire  to 
the  bogs  and  mountains ;  but,  even  there,  they  were  not  permitted 
to  lose  the  remembrance  of  their  forefathers,  their  power  and  their 
opulence,  in  the  tranquil  enjoyment  of  security  and  content.  The 
bogs  and  mountains  afforded  them  no  refuge  against  the  acts  of 
uniformity  and  supremacy,  or  the  accumulating  oppressions  of  the 
Popery  laws.  Nor  were  the  wretched  inhabitants  exempted  by 
their  defenceless  condition  from  the  hatred,  contempt,  and  perse- 
cution of  their  privileged  and  arrogant  neighbours.  Hence  arose 
a  mutual  rancorous  animosity  between  the  new  settlers  and  natives; 
or,  in  other  words,  between  the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  trans- 
mitted from  generation  to  generation,  until  at  last  it  became  more 
voilent  and  intolerant  than  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 

The  volunteers,  by  the  benign  influence  of  their  institution^  had^ 
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for  the  first  time,  considerably  abated  this  spirit ;  and,  by  their 
toosessfiil  acdrity  as  military  men,  in  keeping  the  peace,  had  «re« 
tented  its  recehring  fresh 'provocation  by  outrage  and  insult.  But 
in  proportion  as  this  body  declined,  or  was  discouraged,  prejudi* 
ces  aiul  hatred  revived,  especially  in  districts  remote  from  the 
principal  presbyterian  towns,  where  the  growing  liberality  of  the 
most  enlightened  dissenters  could  scarcely  operate.  These  pre- 
judices, which  chiefly  prevailing  in  the  county  of  Armagh,'  ex- 

-  '  Lord  FiKomnt  GosfbrtTs  Addrest  to  the  Mogiitrates  of  the  County  ofAnnogh. 
Geotiemen — Having  reauested  yuur  attendance  iiere  this  day,  it  uecumes  my 
duty  tu  state  the  grounas  upon  which  I  thought  it  adviseable  to  prt>pose  this 
meeting  and  at  the  same  time  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  plan  which 
occurs  to  me  as  roost  likely  to  check  the  enormities  that  have  already 
brought  disgrace  upon  this  country,  and  may  soon  reduce  it  into  dtep  dm- 
tress.  It  is  no  secret,  that  a  persecution,  accompanied  with  all  the  circum- 
ttanoes  of  ferocious  cruelty,  which  have  in  all  ages  distinguished  that 
dreadful  calamity,  is  now  raging  in  this  aiuntry.  Neither  ase  nor  se^  nor 
even  acknowledged  innocence  as  to  any  guilt  in  the  late  uisturbauces,  is 
saflfeient  to  excite  mercy,  much  less  to  afford  protection. 

The  only  crime  which  the  wretched  objects  of  this  nithless  pers^ecutioo 
are  charged  with,  is  a  crime,  indeed,  of  easy  proof;  it  is  simply  a  profession 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  or  an  intimate  connection  with  a  person 
professing  this  faith.  A  lawless  banditti  have  constituted  themselves  judge  s 
of  this  new  species  of  delioquency,  and  the  sentence  they  have  detionnced 
is  equally  concise  and  terriole  !  It  is  nothing  less  than  a  confiscation  of  all 
property,  aud  an  immediate  banishment.  It  would  be  extremely  painful, 
aoo  surely  unnecessary,  to  detail  the  horrors  that  attend  the  execution  of  so 
rude  and  tremendous  a  proscription — a  proscription  that  certainly  exceeds,  in 
the  comparative  number  of  those  it  consigns  to  ruin  and  misery,  every  example 
that  ancient  and  modern  history  can  supply  :  for,  where  have  we  heard,  or  in 
what  story  of  human  cruelties  have  we  read,  of  more  than  half  the  inhabitants 
of  a  populous  country  deprivedat  one  blow  of  the  means,  as  well  as  of  the  fruits, 
of  theu' industry,  and  driven,  in  the  midst  of  an  inclement  season,  to  seek 
a  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  helpless  families  where  chance  may  guide 
them.  This  is  no  exag^rated  picture  of  the  horrid  scenes  now  acting  iu 
this  county.  Yet  surely  it  is  sufficient  to  awaken  sentiments  of  indignation 
and  compassion  in  the  coldest  bosoms.  These  horrors  are  now  acting  with 
impunity.  The  spirit  of  impartial  justice  (without  which  law  is  nothing 
better  than  an  instirument  of  tyranny)  has  for  a  time  disappeared  in  this  coun- 
ty, and  the  supineness  of  the  magistracy  of  Armagh  is  become  a  common 
topic  of  coaversaiion  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  said  in  reply,  the  catholics  are  dangerous ;  they  may  be  so — they  may 
be  daneerous  from  their  numbers,  and  still  mure  dangerous  from  the  un- 
bouudea  views  they  have  been  encouraged  to  entertain ;  but  I  will  venture 
to  assert,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  these  proceedings  arc  not  more 
contrary  to  humanity  than  they  are  to  sound  policy.  It  is  tu  be  lamented, 
tiiatno  civil  magistrate  happened  to  be  present  with  the  military  detachment 
on  the  night  of  the  S  1st  instant ;  but,  I  trust,  the  suddenness  of  the  occasion,  the 
unexpected  and  instantaneous  aggression  on  the  part  of  the  delincjueutb,  will 
be  universally  admitted  as  a  full  vindication  of  the  conduct  uf  the  officer, 
and  the  party  acting  under  his  command.  Gentlemen,  I  have  the  honor 
to  hold  a  situation  in  this  county,  which-calls  upon  me  to  deliver  my  senti* 
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ended,  more  or  less,  into  the  adjoining  dtatriecs  of  die  counties  of 
Down  and  Tyrone,  began  to  b^rak  out  iii  the  year  179  K  About 
tfaadt  period  sieveral  asaociationSi  smbng  ^  lover  orders  of  ithe 
Protestants,  werje  formed,  under  theappefiatioa  of  P^ep^a^day  Boyst 
whose  object  was  to  scoiir  the  CathoHc  di^ricts  ab6ut  die  break  of 
day,  and  strip  the  inhabitants  of  firerarms,  alleging  that  they  were 
warranted  In  so  doing  by  the  Popery  laws,  which  had  indeed  for  a 
long  period  forbidden,  tx)  die  members  of  that  communion,  die  use 
of  arms,  even  for  self-defence. 

'  The  Catholics,  thus  exposed  and  attacked,  entered  into  a  counter- 
association,  called  defenders,  which  derived  its  name  from  the 
liecessity  of  their  situation,  and  its  excuse  from  the  difficulty,  or 
as  they  stated,  the  impossibility,  of  obtaining  justice  against  their 

inentSy  and  I  do  it  without  fear  and  without  disguise.  I  am  as  true  ia 
protestant  as  any  gentleman  in  this  room.  I  inherit  a  property  which  my 
ramily  derived  under  a  protestant  title,  and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  I  will 
maintain  that  title  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  I  will  never  consent  to  make 
a  sacrifice  of  protestant  ascendancy  to  catholic  claims,  with  whatever  menace 
they  may  be  urged,  or  )iowever  speciously  or  invidiously  supported.  Con- 
scious of  my  sincerity  in  this  public  declaration,  which  I  do  not  make  un- 
advisedly, but  as  the  result  of  mature  deliberation,  I  defy  the  paltry  insinua- 
tions that  malice  or  party-spirit  may  suggest. 

I  know  my  own  heart,  and  I  should  despise  myself,  if,  under  any  intimi> 
dation,  I  could  close  my  eyes  against  such  scenes  as  present  themselves  on 
every  side,  or  my  ears  against  the  complaints  of  a  persecuted  people) 

I  should  be  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  injustice  to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen 
here  present,  were  I  to  say  more  on  this  subject.  I  have  now  acquitted 
myself  to  my  conscience  and  my  country,  and  take  the  liberty  of  proposing 
the  following  resolutions. 

1st.  Tha»  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  county  of  Armagh  is  at  this 
moment  in  a  state  of  uncommon  disorder;  that  the  Roman  catholic  inhabit- 
ants are  grievously  oppressed  by  lawless  persons  unknown,  who  attack  and 
plunder  their  houses  by  night,  and  threaten  them  with  instant  destruction, 
unless  they  immediately  abandon  their  lands  and  habitations. 

2d.  That  a  committee  of  magistrates  be  appointed  to  sit  on  Tuesdays 
and  Saturdays,  in  the  chapter-room  in  the  town  of  Armagh,  to  receive 
information  against  ail  persons  of  whatever  description,  wiio  disturb  the 
peace  of  this  county. 

3d.  That  the  instruction  of  the  whole  body  of  magistrates  to  their  com' 
mittee  shall  be,  to  use  every  legal  means  within  their  power  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  the  persecution  now  carrying  on  by  an  ungovernable  mob,  i^ainst 
the  Roman  catholic  inhabitants  of  this  county. 

4tli.  That  said  committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  empowerecl  to  expend 
any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  for  information  or  secret  service,  out  of  the  fund 
subscribed  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  county. 

5th.  That  a  meeting  of  the  whole  body  of  the  magistracy  be  held  every 
second  Monday,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  M'ReynoIds,  in  the  town  of 
Armagh,  to  hear  the  reports  of  the  committee  and  to  give  such  further  in- 
structions as  the  exigence  of  the  case  may  require. 

■  6th.    That  offenders  of  every  description  in  the  present  disturbances  shall 
be  prosecuted  out  of  the  fund  subscribed  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  county^ 
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aggressors.  This  association,  at  first  local  and  confined^  as  much 
as  mutual  hatred  would  allow,  to  actuial  self-defence,  fiegan  irt 
1792  to  spread  through  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  not  a  little 
to  ccmneet  itself  with  more  general  politics. 

fai  pfoportioa  as  this  association  extended  itself  into  districts 
vhff^  M  Protestants  of  inferior  rank  in  life  were  to  be  found; 
and  therefofe  no  outrages  like  those  committed  by  the  Peep-^a^day 
Bog9  td  be  apprehended,  it  gradually  lost  its  characteristic  of  being 
a>  veiigioos  feud,  and  became,  in  fact,  an  association  of  the  very 
kM^esl^  orders,  particularly  for  procuring  a  redress  of  the  grievances 
ef  A^very  kmest  orders.  Even  in  the  counties  where  it  originate 
«d,  it  tfeaUBe^  to  be  actuated  by  religious  animosity  before  the  end 
of  I793y  m  consequence  of  the  exertions  of  the  early  United  Irish-^ 
men^  whose  chief  endeavours  were  always  directed  to  reconcile  the 
PtotesMnitt  and  Cadiolics. 

Tbese  disturbances  having  attracted  the  attention  of  the  House 
of  Lovds  eariy  in  I79S,  a  secret  committee  was  appointed  to  en« 
fiif&  iff  to  their  causes,  to  endeavour  to  discover  their  promoters, 
icA  ijo- {prevent  their  extension. 

In  tfaeiv  Import  diey  exculpate  the  Catholics  as  a  body  from  ail 
criminality  vi^ith  respect  to  diese  proceedings.  They  say,  <<  That 
Bodiing  appeared  before  them  which  could  lead  them  to  believe 
Aat  the'  body  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  this  kingdom  were  con- 
cerned in  proniotinjg  ov  countenancing  such  disturbances:'^  and 
Aen  they  even  acquit  the  lower  orders  of  Cathdiics  of  being  to 
blame,  by  saying,  « That  if  all  the  Magistrates  in  the  disturbed 
counties  had  followed  the  spirited  example  of  the  few,  who,  much 
to  their  honor,  exerted  themselves  with  vigor  and  courage  to 
sttpfMOfft  the  laws,  the  committee  are  persuaded  that  these  disturb* 
anoes  might  have  been  suppressed ;  but,  instead  of  doing  so,  they 
remained  inactive." 

In  further  corroboration  of  the  innocence  of  the  Catholics,  there 
is  die  following  declaration  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  debate  on  the  Catholic  bill.  Lord  Portarlington  said, 
<•  That  if  he  was  not  fully  convinced  that  the  Catholic  body  had  no 
connection  whatever  in-  the  disturbances  created  by  some  of  their 
Gommunion  in  the  North,  he  should  never  give  this  bill  his  sup- 
port." 

The  Catholic  clergy,  who  have  been  unifonrily  ready  to  promote 
ti<MiqtdUity, md  inculcate  the  obligation  of  a  strict  submission  to  the 
laws,  were  not  backward,  on  this  occasion,  in  assisting  XSovemment 
td  suppress  the  outrages  of  the  defenders.  Dr.  Troy,  Dr.  O'Reilly, 
]>r.  Bmy,  Dr.  Bellew,  and  Dr.  Cruise,  all  of  them  titular  bishops, 
hal^pemne  ta  be  in  Dublin  when  the  business  was^  first  taken  up 
(0  Aie  Hknise  of  Lords,  published  the  •following:  admonition  to 
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those,  of  their  communion,  and  directed  the  priests  of  their  dioceses 
to  read  it  in  their  respective  chapels. 

Dear  Christians,  Dublin,  January  25,\179S. 

IthasbeoidUr  constant  practice,  as  it  is  our  indispensable  duty» 
to  exhort  yovto  manifest  on  all  occasions,  that  unshaken  loyalty  ta 
his  Majesty,  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  which  the  principm  of 
our  holy  religion  inspire  and  command.  This  loyalty  and  obedi- 
ence have  ever  peculiarly  distinguished  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  We  do  not  conceive  a  doubt  of  their  being  actuated  it 
present  by  the  same  sentiments ;  but  think  it  necessary  to  observe^ 
that  a  most  lively  gratitude  to  our  beloved  Sovereign  should  render 
their  loyalty  and  love  of  order,  if  possible,  more  conspicuous.  Our 
gracious  King,  the  common  father  of  all  his  pdople,  has,  with 
peculiar  energy,  recommended  his  faithful  Roman  Catholic  subjects 
of  this  kingdom  to  the  wisdom  and  liberality  of  our  enlightened 
Parliament.  How  can  we,  dear  Christians,  express  our  heartfdt 
acknowledgements  for  this  signal  atod  unprecedented  instance  of 
royal  benevolence  and  condescension !  Words  are  insufficient  %  but 
your  continued  and  peaceable  conduct  will  more  effectually  proclaim 
them,  and  in  a  manner  equally,  if  not  more  satisfactory  and  pleasing 
to  his  Majesty  and  his  Parliament.  Avoid  then,  we  conjure  yooy 
dearest  brethren,  every  appearance  of  riot:  attend  to  your.iiW 
diistrious  pursuits:  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  your  families^ 
fly  from Jdle  assemblies;  abstain  from  the  intemperate  use  of 
spirituous  and  intoxicating  liquors ;  practise  the  duties  of  our  holy 
religion :  this  conduct,  so  pleasing  to  Heaven,  will  also  prove  tlie 
most  powerful  recommendation  of  your  present  claims  to  our 
amiable  Sovereign,  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  the  magis- 
trates, and  to  all.  our  well  meaning  fellow*subjects  of  every  As- 
cription. None  but  the  evil-minded  can  rejoice  in  your  being 
concerned  in  any  disturbance. 

We  cannot  but  declare  our  utmost  and  conscientious  detesstar 
tion  and  abhorrence  of  the  enormities  lately  committed  by  seditious 
and  misguided  wretches  of  every  religious  denomination,  in  some 
counties  of  this  kingdom  ;  they  are  enemies  to  God  and  man».tbe 
outcasts  of  society,  and  a  disgrace  to  Christianity :  we  consider  the 
Roman  Catholics  amongst  Uiem  unworthy  the  appellation ;  whe- 
ther acting  from  themselves,  or  seduced  to  outrage  by  arts  of  de- 
signing enemies  to  us,  and  to  national  prosperity,  intimately  €<m» 
nected  with  our  emancipation. 

0£fier  ypur  prayers,  deairest  bretiiren,  to  the  Father  of  mercy> 
that  he  mqy  inspire  these  deluded  .][M)ple  with  sentiments  becoming 
Chri#tians  and  good  sulgects.;  supplicate  the  Almighty  Ruler  and 
T>*  of  empires,  by  whom  kings  rule  and  legislators  deltermiiie 
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what  is  just,  to  direct  his  Majesty's  councils,  and  forward  his  be- 
nevolent intentions  to  unite  all  his  Irish  subjects  in  bonds  of  com- 
mon interest,  and  common  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  good  order,  and  for  every  purpose  tending  to  increase  aiid 
secure  national  prosperity. 

.  Beseech  the  throne  of  Mercy  also,  to  assist  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  their  important  deliberations;  that  they  may  be 
distinguished  by  consummate  wisdom  and  liberality,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  kingdom,  and  the  relief  and  happiness  of  his  Majesty's 
Sttoiects. 

Under .  the  pleasing  expectations  of  your  cheerful  compliance 
with  these  our  earnest  solicitations,  we  most  sincerely  wish  you 
every  blessing  in  this  life,  and  everlasting  happiness  in  the  next ; 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  summer  of  1794,  Mr.  Pitt  formed  his  memorable  coali- 
tion with  the  Rockingham  party  ;  and  though  the  ground  of  this 
transaction  was  a  concurrence  of  opinion  concerning  the  war  with 
France,  <<  if  the  general  management  and  superintendance  of  Ire- 
land had  not  been  offered  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  that  coalition 
could  never  have  taken  place  :  The  sentiments  that  he  had  enter- 
tained, and  the  language  he  had  held  so  publicly  for  years  back  oa 
the  subject,  rendered  the  superintendance  of  Irish  affairs  a  point 
that  could  not  be  dispensed  with  by  him."^  It  having  thus  become 
a  point  that  could  not  be  dispensed  with  by  the  Duk€  of  Portland,* 
to  grant  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  complete  emancipation,  the  first 
measure  of  his  Grace,  immediately  upon  the  coalition  being  arran- 
ged, was  to  solicit  Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  accept  of  the  office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant,  and  to  propose  to  him  to  carry  this  measure  instantly 
into  effect.^  This  measure  was  decided  upon  by  the  Cabinet  on 
the  day  the  Duke  of  Portland  kissed  hands,  after  frequent  con- 
sultations between  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Lord  Fitz- 
william, Mr*  Grattan,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby.^ 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  having  acceded  to  the  pressing  solicitations  of 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  to  undertake  to  carry  this  favorite  and  indis- 
pensable measure,  landed  in  Dublin  on  the  2d  of  January.  He 
had  consented  not  to  bring  the  question  forward  on  the  part  of 
Government,  but  rather  to  endeavour  to  keep  it  back  until  a  period 
of  more  general  tranquillity ;  <<  but  it  had  been  resolved  by  the 
Cabinet^  that  if  the  Catholics  should  appear  determined  to  stir  the 

\  liCtter  (tqid  Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  Lord  Carlisle. 

^  The  reader  may  possibly  suppose  that  this  Duke  of  Portland  U  not  the 
IXike  of  Portland  now  at  the  heaa  of  the  present  Administration.  The  fak;t, 
however^  is  so. .  - 

^  Lurd  Fitawilliam^s  letter  to  Lord  Carlisle.  -^  Ibid^ 
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businesSf  and  bring  it  before  Parlimnent^  then  he  was  to  give  it 
a  handsome  support  on  the  part  of  Government.**^  But  no 
sooner  was  Lord  Fitzwilliam  landed  dian  he  found  this  determina- 
tion had  been  taken  by  the  Catholics. 

The  Catholics  of  Dublin  had  held  a  meeting  on  the  $5d  of 
December,  and  agreed  to  a  petition  to  Parliament,  claiming  the 
repeal  of  all  the  penal  laws.  Similar  petitions  had  been  agreed  to 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  the  natural  consequences  of  its 
being  known  for  some  months,  that  do  steady  and  strenuous  a  friend 
to  emancipation  as  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  become  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  finding,  therefore,  that  the 
(question  would  force  itself  upon  his  immediate  consideration, 
communicated  his  opinion  and  intentions  to  the  English  Govern- 
ment, on  the  third  day  after  his  arrival,  in  the  following  terms  : 
«« that  not  to  grant  cheerfully,  on  the  part  of  Government,  all  the 
Catholics  wished  for,  would  not  only  be  exceedingly  inipolitic, 
but  perhaps  dangerous  ;  that  in  doing  this  no  time  was  to  be  lost  i, 
that  the  business  would  presently  be  at  hand  ;  and  that,  if  he  re^ 
eeived  no  very  peremptory  directions  to  the  contrary^  he  would 
acquiesce  to  the  wishes  of  the  Catholics.'" 

Parliament  met  on  the  22d  of  January,  and  on  the  1 2th  of 
February  **no  peremptory  directions  to  the  contrary  having  arrived,* 
though  so  much  time  had  elapsed  since  Lord  Fitzwilliani  had  com- 
municated his  intentions  to  the  English  Government,  Mr.  Grattaii, 
with  the  consent  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Wil  for  the  farther  relief  of  the  Catholics. 

Meanwhile  the  English  Cabinet  forgot  the  stipulations  which 
they  had  entered  into  with  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  « that  if  the  Catholics 
shpuld  appear  determined  to  stir  the  business  and  bring  it  before 
Parliament,  he  was  to  give  it  a  handsome  support  on  the  part  of 
Government,"  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  directed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  inform  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  that,  notwithstanding  the  length  to 
which  the  Irish  Government  had  gone,  it  must  retrace  its  steps. 
*«  Then,'*  says  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Carlisle* "  it 
appears  to  have  beeo  discovered  that  the  deferring  of  it  would  be 
not  merely  an  expediency  or  thing  to  be  desired  for  the  present, 
but  the  means  of  doing  a  greater  good  to  the  British  empire,  than 
it  has  been  capable  of  receiving  since  the  revolution,  or  at  least 
since  the  union.** 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  havine  refused  to  become  an  accomplice  In 
the  tergiversation  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Pordand,  that  fatal 
measure  of  his  recall  was  determined  upon  i  a  measure  wliich  haa 
involved  Ireland  in  IS  years  of  sufFerings  under  military  tyranny, 

'  Lord  Fitzwillianrs  letter  to  Lord  Carlisle.        *  Ibid. 
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insurrection)  and  rebellion,  and  which  at  length  has  shook  the  sta« 
biiity  of  the  empire  to  its  centre. 

Upon  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  which  took  place  soon 
after  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  return  to  England,  on  the  subject  of  his 
conduct  in  Ireland,  Lord  Westmorland  said,  by  the  directions  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  <<  That  he  had  no  authority  whatever  from  Ministers  in 
this  country  for  taking  the  steps  which  he  had  done  on  the  Catho- 
lic question,  **    The  incorrectness,  however,  of  this  assertion,  it  is 
now*  no  very  difficult  matter  to  expose.     In  the  first  place,  the 
measure  of  emancipation  to  the  Cathcdics  was  originally  the  measure 
of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Westmorland  administration.'     "  The  most 
strenuous  and  zealous  friends,"  says  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  « of  my 
predecessor,  claimed  the  credit  of  it  for  their  patron  in  terms  of 
the  highest  compliment.     They  did  it  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
they  did  it  in  the  House  of  Lords  last  night.     The  persons  whom 
Lord  Westmorland  then  principally  consulted,  opposed  it ;  but  the 
open  interference  of  Lord  Hobart,  the  avowed  determination  of 
the  British  Cabinet,  communicated  as  such  to  the  Catholic  agents 
on  the  spot,  as  through  the  medium  of  confidential  persons  sent  over 
to  England  for  that  purpose,  bore  down  the  opposition.  The  declara- 
tions of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas  are  well  known  in  this  country^ 
and  are  often  quoted.    They  would  not  risk  a  rebellion  in  Ireland 
on  such  a  question." 

Here  then  is  evidence,  which  has  never  been  controverted,  that* 
even  before  Lord  Fitzwilliam  went  to  Ireland,  the  measure  had 
l>een  determined  upon  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  only  question,  therefore, 
to  be  decided,  in  judging  of  the  correctness  ot  Lord  WestnM>rlaad'& 
assertion,  is,  whether  or  not  Mr.  Pitt  liad  consented  .that  the  pro- 
per time  for  adopting  this  measure  was  arrived,  when  Lord  Fitz- 
wiUiam  was  sent  to  Ireland.  That  he  had  so  consented  there  is  in 
proof  «the  language  which  the  Duke  of  Portland  had  held  so 
publicly  fpr  years  back,"  that  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics 
was  indispensably  necessary.  There  is  the  fact  of  his  refusing  to 
coalesce  with  Mr  Pitt,  unless  this  measure  was  conceded ;  there 
are  the  frequent  consultations  that  took  place  concerning  it  between 
Mr.  Pitt,  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  Mr.  Grattan,  and  Mr.  Ponsonby  \  the 
acceptance  also  of  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  by  Lord  Fitzwil- 
liam ;  and,  finally,  the  word  and  honor  of  Lord  Fitzwillam,  that 
his  consent  was  absolutely  given.  All  these  circumstances,  then, 
are  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  assertion  of  Lord  Westmorland. 
But '  there  is,  besides,  the  remarkable  sentence  in  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  dispatch,  that  the  deferring  of  the  measure  would  be  •<  the 
means  of  doing  a  greater  good  to  the  British  Empire,  than  it  had 

'  Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  Lord  Carlisle. 
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been  capable  of  receiving  since  the  revolution^  or  at  least  since  the 
union**  This  shows  that  it  was  the  object  of  Mr.  Pitt's  mind,  at 
that  time,  to  carry  the  union,  and  all  the  events  which  have  since 
taken  place,  are  evidence  hi  favor  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  integrity 
and  his  duplicity ;  they  are  conclusively  contradictory  of  the  asser- 
tion of  Lord  Westmorland,  and  fully  expose  one  of  the  most  dis- 
graceful transactions  that  the  annals  of  history  have  recorded  in  the 
worst  of  times. 

When  the  differences  that  existed  between  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  the  English  Cabinet  were  known,  grief  and  consternation  seized 
all  who  had  flattered  themselves  that  the  measures  of  his  Excellency's 
administration  were  to  redress  the.  grievances,  remove  the  discon- 
tents, and  work  the  salvation  of  Ireland.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  moved  to  limit  the  money  bills  to  two 
months  \  but  Lord  Milton  and  Mr.  George  Ponsonby  deprecated 
the  measure,  and  it  viras  rejected.  The  House  of  Commons,  how- 
ever, unanimously  resolved,  that  his  Excellency  had,  by  his  conduct 
since  his  arrival,  merited  the  thanks  of  the  House,  and  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people. 

Out  of  Parliament  the  discontent  was  more  manifest.  The 
Catholics,  who  had  now  for  six  months  felt  secure  of  being  at 
length  relieved  from  the  execrable  system  of  pains  and  penalties,  as 
the  Duke  of  Portland  himself  was  accustomed  to  call  it,  now  saw 
the  cup  dashed  from  their  lips,  and  could  not  but  despair  of  ever 
seeing  any  termination  to  the  perfidy  of  the  English  Cabinets.  The 
Catholics  of  Dublin,  impelled  by  these  feelings,  assembled  on  the 
27th  of  February,  and  voted  a  petition  to  the  King  for  the  continuance 
of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  as  their  Chief  Governor ;  and  those  of  the 
whole  kingdom  followed  their  example,  by  adopting  resolutions  and 
addresses  expressive  of  the  same  sentiments. 

The  Protestants,  too,  assembled  extensively,  and  as  loudly  spoke 
their  indignation  at  what  they  condemned  as  ministerial  treachery, 
and  considered  as  a  great  public  calamity.  The  freemen  and  free- 
holders of  the  city  of  Dublin,  like  the  Catholics,  agreed  to  a  petition 
to  the  King.  The  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  expressed 
their  sorrow  at  the  rumored  recall  of  his  Excellency,  and  their 
entire  concurrence  in  the  removal  of  all  religious  disabilities.  The 
counties  of  Kildare;  Wexford,  Antrim,  and  Londonderry,  followed 
die  example  of  the  freemen  and  freeholders  of  the  capital,  and 
the  same  sentiments  seemed  to  pervade  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom. The  active  republicans  and  new  united  Irishmen  alone  were  not 
sorry  at  the  agitation  and  controversies  which  were  now  springing 
up. 

These  expressions,  however,  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the 
Irish  people,  were  of  no  avail.     A  system  of  buming  and  torture 
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was  to  succeed  a  system  of  conciliatiou,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
Ireland  for  the  union,  and  Lord  Camden  was  selected  as  a  fit  person 
to  succeed  Lord  Fitzwilliam  as  Lord  Lieutenant. 

The  measure  of  union  comes  the  next  in  the  course  of  events  in 
which  the  Catholics  as  a  body  were  concerned  ;  and,  in  strict  pro^ 
priety,  it  would  be  right  now  to  proceed  to  show  how  the  Catholics 
were  afiected  by  it.  But  as  there  have  been,  and  still  are,  those 
who,  either  through  ignorance  or  in  defiance  of  all  regard  for  truth, 
assert  that  the  rebellion  of  1798  was  a  Catholic  rebellion,  and  that 
the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  on  that  occasion  afibrds  a  justification 
for  refusing  to  grant  them  further  concessions,  it  will  contribute  to 
promote  a  more  just  view  of  the  subject,  if  those  facts  are  referred 
to,  which  exist,  in  refutation  of  the  supposition  that  the  Catholics, 
as  a  body,  were  concerned  in  this  rebellion. 

Fortunately  for  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice,  there  do  exist 
documents,  the  authority  of  which  no  sophistry  or  calumny  can 
impeach.  These  are  the  reports  of  the  Committees  of  the  Irish 
Parliament.  They  so  minutely  explain  the  cause,  the  conduct, 
and  the  character  of  this  rebellion,  and  give  such  accurate  informa-f 
tion  respecting  those  who  were  concerned  in  it,  that  it  is  impossible 
ifor  any  one  to  affix  to  it  any  other  character  than  that  wHlcTi  they 
have  given  to  it.  The  justification,  therefore,  of  the  Catholics,  by 
these  reports,  restsupon  this  circumstance,  that,  to  maintain  that  the 
rebellion  was  a  Catholic  rebellion,  is  to  dispute  the  authority  of 
these  reports,  which  make  no  such  charge,  and  account  for  it  by 
other  means. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  appointed,  in  1798,  to  examine  the  evidence^ 
contains  a  faithful  description  of  the  origin  and  object  of  this 
transacdon. 

<<  The  society  under  the  name  of  United  Irishmen,  it  appears, 
was  established  in.  1791 ;  its  founders  held  forth  what  they  termed 
Catholic  emancipation  and  parliamentary  reform,  as  the  ostensible 
objects  of  their  union :  but  it  clearly  appeared,  from  the  letter  of 
Theobald  Wolf  Tone,  accompanying  their  original  constitution^ 
as  transmitted  to  Belfast  for  their  adoption,  that,  from  its  com- 
mencement, the  real  purpose  of  those  who  were  at  the  Head  of  the 
institution,  was  to  separate  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  and  to 
subvert  the  established  Constitution  of  this  kingdom :  in  corrobora- 
tion of  which,  your  committee  have  annexed  to  this  report  several  of 
their  early  publications,  particularly  a  prospectus  of  the  society 
which  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791 ;  as  also  the  plan 
of  reform  they  recommended  to  the  people.^'  v- 

*  «For  the  first  three  years  their  attention  was  entirely  directed 
to  the  engaging  in  their  society  persons  of  activity  and  QilentSy  ii| 
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everf  qtiairter  of  the  kingdom ;  and  in  preparing  the  public  mind 
for.  their  future  purposesi  by  the  circulation  of  the  most  seditious 
publications,  particularly  the  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine.  At 
diis  jjtiixiey  bowcrer,  the  leaders  were  rather  cautious  of  alarming 
minds  not  suBEiciently  ripe  for  the  adoption  of  their  principles^  by 
the  too  open  disclosure  of  the  real  objects  which  they  had  in  yiev. 
In  1195,  the  test  of  the  society  underwent  a  striking  JE^rision  ;  the 
words  in  the  amended  test  stand,  «  a  full  representation  of  the 
people/'  omittibg  the  woids,  <«in  the  Common's  House  of  Parha- 
anent  i**  the  reason  for  which  has  been  admitted  by  three  members 
of  the  executiye^  examined  before  your  comnritteei  to  be  the  better 
to  reconcile  reformers  and  republicans  in  a  common  exertion  to 
pvefthrow  the  state." 

<<  In  the  summer  of  1796,  great  numbers  of  persons,  princi<» 
piaUy  in  the  proTince  of  Ulster,  had  enrolled  themselves  bi'  this 
'society.  About  the  same  period,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained 
hereafter,  a  direct  communication  had  been  opened  by  the  heads  of 
the  party  with  the  enemy,  and  French  assistance  was  solicitedi  and 
promised  to  be  speedily  sent  to  aid  the  disaffected  in  this  king* 
dom."  . 

*<  With  a  view  of  being  prepared  as  much  as  possible  to  co« 
operate  with  the  enemy  then  expected,  and  in  order  to  counteract 
the  efiect  of  the  armed  associations  of  yeomanry  established  iu 
October  1796,  directions  were. issued,  by  the  leaders  to  the  societies 
Id  form  themselves  into  military  bodies^  and  to  be  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.''  > 

:  ^<  These  directions  were  speedily  obeyed ;  the  societies  assumed 
a'  new  military  form,  and,  it  appears  by  the  original  papers  seized 
at  Belfast  in  the  month  of  April  1797,.  tliat  their  numbers,  at 
that  period,  in  the  province  of  Ulster  alone,  were  stated  to  amount 
to  nearly  100,000  men.  That  they  were  very  largely  supplied 
with\fire»axmfl  and  pikes  v  that  they  bad  some  cannon  and  ammuni^ 
tion,  and  were  diligently  employed  in  the  study  of  military  iactics) 
ta  short,  that  nothing  was  neglected  hy.  the  party  which  could 
enabte  them;  to  take  the  field  on  the  arrival  q(  the  enemy,  or  when- 
ever .  they  might  receive  orders  to  that  effect  from  their  superior 
officers,,  whom  they  were  bound  by  oath  to  obey." 
•  In  the  report  of  the  committee  of  1797,  it  appears  that  no  part 
of  the  kingdom,  in  which  the  Catholic  population^prevails,  was 
Organised  ^  except  the  counties,  of  Westmeath.  and  Kildare,  and  the 
eity  of  Dublin. 

These  extracts  establish  the  following  facts,  1st,  That  the  pejv 
sons  who  were  the  founders  of  the  rebellion  were  those  who 
formed  the  societies  of  United  Iri^men^  and  who  were  all  Pro- 
testants. 
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2'A\jj  '  Thsk  die  d>ject  of  the  rebellion  was  a  republican  form 
of  government,  and  separation  from  England,  and  not  Cathdfic 
emancipation,  ^  thb  establidiment  of  tlie  Catholic  religion. 

Sdlf,  Thait  in  May  1797,  the  province  of  Ulster  being  inhabited 
almost  entirely  by  Protestants,  no  Catholics  whatever  were  con* 
cemed«  except  some  of  the  lowest  orders  in  Dublin,  and  in  the 
countieg  of  Westmeath  and  Kildare  ;  and, 

4thly,That  100,000  Protestants  were,  in  May  1797,  completely 
oTjrani zed  for  open  rebellion,  and  well  supplied  with  arms. 

Now,  as  we  learn  from  the  evidence  of  Mr  M<Nevin,  before 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1798,  that  the  leadei%  of 
the  measure  had  determined  to  commence  operations  in  1797,  let 
us  suppose  the  rebellion  had  then  broke  out,  and  ask  this  question. 
Would  it  have  been  a  Catholic  rebellion  ?  Certainly  not.  Nb  mail 
could  venture  to  maintain  an  opinion  so  utterly  untenable.  Theil^ 
if  the  rebellion,  had  k  broken  out  in  1797)  would  have  been  a  t^ 
bellion  of  Protestants,  and  not  one  of  Catholics,  how  could  it  b(N^ 
come  a  Catholic  rebeilkm  In  1 798  ?  Let  us  again  refer  to  the  report 
of  the  secret  committee.  This  gives  an  accurate  account  of  th«l 
progress  of  the  rebellion  during  the  year  1797,  and  shows  by  what 
means,  and  }y  vokotHf  the  deluded  Catholic  peasantry  of  the  Soutli 
were  made  parties  to  the  treason. 

**  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  leaders  of  the  treason^ 
apprehensive  lest  the  enemy^  might  be  discourarged  from  any  ftirthev 
pfan  of  invasion,  by  the  loyal  disposition  manifested  throughout 
Munster  and  Connaught,'  on  their  former  attempt,  (by  Hoche,  iff 
December  1796,)  determined  to  direct  aU  their  ejcertions  to  the  proper 
gation  of  the  system  in  those  |yrovinces,  which  had  hitherto  beetl  but 
partially  infected.  With  this  view  emissaries  were  sent  into  the  Souths 
and  We^t  in  great  numbers,  of  whose  success  in  forming  new  socie- 
ties^ and  administering  the  oaths  of  the  union,  there  were,  in  course  of 
a  few  months,  but  too  evident  proofs,  in  the  introduction  of  thi» 
same  disturbances  and  enormities  into  Mimster,  with  whkh  thtf 
northern  provinco  had  been  so  severely  visited.^ 

^*  In  order  to  engage  the  peasantry  in  the  southern  counties,  pafw 
fleularty  in  the  counties  of  Waterford  and  Cork,  the  mote  eagerly 
to  their  tause,  tiie  united  Irishmen  found  it  expedient,  ifl  urging 
fheir  general  principles,  to  dwell  with  peculiar  energy  on  the  Mp- 
pd0ed  oppressiveness  of  tithes  (which  had  been  the  pretelt  for  tb& 
•Id  White-boy  insurrections);  and  it  is  observable,  that  in  addition 
to  the  acts  of  violence  usually  retorted  to  by  the  pat^,  for  th& 
fUrthierance  of  their  purposes,  the  uicient  practice  of  butning  the  c0tn 
dtfd  houghhig  the  cattle  of  those  against  whoHa  their  resetititieni 

'  The  two  great  Catholic  provinces. 
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was;  directed  was  revived,  and  very  generally  practised  in  those 
counties.^ 

«  With  a  view  to  excite  the  resentment  of  the  Catholics  and  to 
turn'  tlieir  resentment  to  the  purposes  of  the  party,  fabricated  and 
false  tests  were  presented,  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate 
CatholicSi  and  were  industriously  disseminated  by  the  emissaries  of 
the  treason  throughout  the  provinces  of  Leinster,  Munster,  and  ' 
Connaught.  Reports  were  frequently  circulated  amongst  the  ig- 
norant of  the  Catholic  persuasion,  that  lai^e  bodies  of  men  were 
coming  to  put  them  to  death.  Tins  fabrication,  however  extrava- 
gant, was  one  among  the  many  wicked  means  by  which  the  deluded 
peasantry  were  engaged  the  more  readily  in  the  treason.^ 

«  The  measures  thus  adopted  by  the  party'  completely  succeeded 
in  detaching  the  minds  of  die  lower  classes  from  their  usual  habits 
and  pursuits;  insomuch,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  autumn  and 
winter  1797,  the  peasantry  in  the  midland  and  southern  counties 
were  sworn  and  ripe  for  insurrection.'' 

From  this  account  of  the  progress  of  the  treason  in  1797,  in  the 
south  of  Ireland,  the  following  inferences  may  be  deduced :— ^.Ist, 
That  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  unconnected  with  the  system 
of  rebellion  which  had  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  Protestant 
province  of  Ulster;  2dly,  That, the  peasantry  of  the  south  were 
corrupted  by  emissaries  sent  amongst  them  by  the  leaders  of  the^ 
treason  in  the .  North,  and  not  by  the  Catholic  clergy  or  Catholic 
aristocracy ;  and,  Sdly,  That  the  organization  of  me  south  was 
not  a  distinct  effort  of  a  distinct  body  of  people,  but  a  measure 
subsidiary  to  the  original  organization  of  me  Protestants  of  the 
North,  conducted  by  the  same  party,  and  having  the  same  object 
in  contemplation. 

Then  it  follows,  that  the  leaders  of  the  rebeUion  being  the  same 
in  1798  as  they  were  in  1797 ;  the  object  of  it  the  same  in  1798  as 
it  was  in  1797  ;  the  means  for  carrying  it  into  effect  in  1798  the 
same  as  the  means  for  carrying  it  into  effect  in  1797,  there  can  be 
no  more  grounds  for  calling  it  a  Catholic  rebellion  in  1798,  than 
there  were  for  calling  it  a  Catholic  rebellion  in  1797;  and,  there- 
fore, as  there  were  no  grounds  for  affixing  this  character  to  it  in 
1797,  neither  are  there  any  for  calling  it  a  Catholic  rebellion  in  1798. 
.  In  direct  contradiction,  however,  of  such  a  conclusion,  and  of 
the  statements  of  the  secret  committee,  it  has  been  asserted  by  those 
who  are  interested  in  calumniating  the  Catholic  character,  and 
believed  by  those  who  are  ignorant  of  its  true  nature,  that  the 
rebellion  of  Ireland  was  a  Coolie  rebellion;  that  the  designs  of . 
die  Catholic  body  went  to  the  massacre  and  destruction  of  every. 

"  The  Protestant  United  Irishmen. 
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Protestant  in  In^land ;  and  that  all  their  other  plans  were  wholly 
subservient  to  that  of  establishing  the  Catholic  religion.' 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Catholic  clergy  of  the  county  of  Wex* 
ford,  it  is  now  well  known,  <<  that  not  one  of  them  who  had  a  flock, 
not  one  parish  priest  was  implicated,  or  had  any  concern  in  foment- 
ing,  encouraging,  or  aiding  the  rebellidn  ;  nay,  it  is  certain,  that  they 
abnorred,  and  detested,  and  shuddered  at  it  as  the  most  wicked, 
scandalous,  and  abominable  erent  that  they  had  ever  witnessed."* 

The  supposition  that  the  establishment  of  the  Catholic  religion 
was  one  of  the  obJ€lcts  of  this  rebellion  is  proved  to  be  unfounded^ 
by  the  evidence  of  the  principal  leaders,  Emmett  and  M<Nevin. 

The  following  are  tlieir  answers,  given  before  the  committees» 
to  the  question,  <<  Whether  or  not  they  would  set  up  the  Catholic 
religion  ?" 

WNevin, — **  I  would  no  more  consent  to  that,  than  to  the 
establishment  of  Mahometanism." 

EmmetL — <<  I  do  not  think  the  Catholics  would  wish  to  set  up  ^, 
Catholic  establishment,  even  at  the  present  day.  Perhaps  some 
old  priests,  who  have  long  groaned  under  the  penal  laws,  might 
wish  for  a  retribution  to  themselves  but  I  do  not  think  the  young 
priests  wish  for  it  \  and  I  am  convinced  the  laity  would  not  submit  to 
it  J  and  that  the  objections  to  it  will  be  every  day  gaining  strength.'^ 

Two  circumstances  more  only  remain  to  be  taken  notice  of  re- 
garding the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  as  a  body  in  this  rebellion* 
One  of  them,  the  indisputable  fact,  that,  of  the  twenty-four  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  who  were  banished  to  fort  St.  George,  only  four 
of  them  were  Catholics,  twelve  were  of  the  Church  of  England^ 

*  These  are  the  propositions  which  Sir  Richard  Musgrave  has  labored  to 
maiotain.  His  work  professes  to  do  that  which  the  secret  committee  of  X\ih 
House  of  Commons  was  appointed  to  do,  namely,  to  give  a  faithful  account 
of  this  rebellion.  A  discerning  public  will  at  once  see  to  which  authority 
they  ought  to  give  a  preference.  Sir  Richard  dedicated  his  first  edition  to 
Lord  Cornwallis.  Upon  reading  it,  however.  Lord  Cornwallis  directed  his 
Secretary  to  write  the  following  letter  to  him : 

SIR,,  Dublin^  March  24,  1 80 1 . 

I  am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  express  to  you  his  concern  at  its 
nppearingy  that  your  late  publication  of  the  History  of  the  Rebellions  of 
Ireland  has  been  dedicated  to  him  by  permission.  Had  his  Excellency  been 
apprized  of  the  contents  and  nature  of  the  work,  he  would  never  have  lent 
the  sanction  of  his  name  to  a  book,  which  tends  so  strongly  to  revive 
the  dreadful  animosities  which  have  so  long  distracted  this  country,  and 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good  subject  to  endeavor  to  compose.  His  Ex- 
eellency,  therefore,  desires  me  to  request,  that,  in  any  future  edition  of  the 
book,  tlve  permission  to  dedicate  it  to  him  may  be  omitted. 

I  have,  Ike,  E.  Littlehales. 

*  8ee  Dr.  Caulfield's  Reply  to  Sir  R.  Musgrave,  sold  by  Keating  and  Co. 
Duke-slreet. 
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and  the  remaining  eight  were  Dissenters.  Well  indeed,  then,  might 
Mr.  Pitt  say,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1 805,  whose  opinion 
is  the  other  circumstance  alluded  to,  <<  I  do  not  consider  the  late 
rebellion  in  Ireland  tb  have  been  a  Cadiolic  rebellion.** 

Facts,  reason,  and  authority,  therefore,  it  appears,  all  coincide  in 
die  condemnation  of  the  calumny,  which  a  few  blind  and  mistaken 
men  have  had  just  talent  enough  to  propagate  amongst  the  ignorant 
and  prejudiced.  The  magna  vis  verttatis  will,  however,  prevail  on 
this,  as  well  as  upon  all  other  occasions,  and  sooner  or  later  bring 
forward  the  unfortunate  at^d  much  injured  Catholics  of  Ireland  to 
the  view  of  their  English  fellow-subjects,  as  highly  deserving  of 
their  confidence  and  their  affection. 

'  The  next  great  event  belonging  to  the  Catholic  question  is  the 
measure  of  union,  not  as  having,  in  any  way,  altered  the  political 
condition  of  the  Catholics  in  respect  to  the  penal  laws,  but  as  a 
measure  concerning  which  a  compact  was  virtually  .entered  into 
between  them  and  the  English  Government.  For  thoueh  it  i^ 
true,  that  no  regular  articles,  like  those  of  Limerick,  can  be  pro- 
duced to  prove  this  coxnpact,  still  there  is  circumstantial  evidence 
of  such  a  nature  as  is  sufficient  to  bring  conviction  to  every  candid 
mind,  that,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Catholics  did  agree  to  support  tht 
union,  and,  on  the  other,  that  the  English  iSovernment,  on  dieir 
part,  did  indirectly  agree  to  secure  to  them,  in  consideration  of 
that  support,  the  measure  of  emancipation. 

This  evidence  is  to  be  collected,  1st,  From  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  on  proposing  the  union  articles  to  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
2dly,  From  the  act  of  union ;  3dly,  From  Mr.  Pitt's  speech,  and 
the  letters  of  Lord  Cornwailis  and  him  concerning  the  change  of 
administration  in  1801. 

Ist,  Mr,  Pitt's  speech — "I  am  well  aware,"  says  Mr.  Pitt, 
<<  that  the  subject  of  religious  distinction  is  a  dangerous  and  delicate 
topic,  especially  when  applied  to  a  country  such  as  Ireland  ;  the 
situation  of  which,  in  this  respect,  is  different  from  every  other. 
Where  the  established  religion  of  the  state  is  the  same  as  tiie  ge- 
neral religion  of  the  empire,  and  where  the  property  of  the  country  is 
in  the  hands  of  a  comparatively  small  number  of  persons  professing 
that  religion,  while  the  religion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  is 
different,  it  is  not  easy  to  say,  on  general  principles,  what  system 
of  church  establishment,  in  such  a  country,  would  be  free  fron^ 
difficulty  and  inconvenience.  By  many  I  know  it  will  be  contended, 
that  the  religion  professed  by  the  majority  of  the  people  would,  at 
least,  be  entitled  to  an  equality  of  privileges.  I  have  heard  such 
an  argument  urged  in  this  House ;  but  those  who  apply  it  without 

'  Debates  un  the  Catholic  petitiun,  (sold  by  Cuthell  and  MartiD,)  p.  166. 
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IQ  ^  tia^  of  Iipekuidy  fbiget,  8vr^^,  the  fffipci^ 
^  wlach  English  iaterest  and  English  connection  has  been  03ta- 
WshiQd  in  -  that  wmnttf^  ^A  ita  psesent  keislature  is  farmed.  No 
(nan  ^&a  $ay  ihaly  in  w  piesent  state  of  mii^a,  and  iMle  Ireland 
fm^ifts  d  xparatist  kingdiHfhJidl  cancemQn&  could  be  tnade  to  ike 
fSiMks^  'iwM^  ^Kuiangeriij^  tie  $tgiep  and  skafing  ihe  con^Unr 
fhmr  iOAtS  centre." 

:  Is  not  this  aa  much  as  to  sayi  thatt  after  an  incorporate  unioii 
jjball' have  taken  placet  these  tull  covcunov$  cmdd  bemade 
without  '^adang^fiiig'  Ireland  ?  Could  these  words  be  understood 
in  :9Skj'  Oither  way  by  the  Cathdics  ?  and  are  they  not  an  indirect 
pffer^  ott^  the  part  of  Mr.  Fitt,  to  the  Catholics  to  make  th^s^  full 
f:o;iic»ssiONS9  piovid^sd  they  would  enable  him  to  make,  them 
without  endangering-  the  state  ?  But  the  lamuage  which  he  neqct 
employs  is  stronger,  wd  %tii\  more  in  pcunt.  He  immediately  pro* 
fffftdh-f^Otk  the  oth^r  hcindf  without  anticipating  the  discussion, 
(if  the  pilopriety  of  s^tatii^  the  question,  or  saymg  how  soon  or 
koWrhitett  it^ybe  &  to  discuss  it,  two  propositions  are  indisputable 
T^lst^'  When  the-  conduci  of  the  Citbplics  shall  be  such  as  to 
make  it  safe  for  the  jG^yrerAment  to  admit  them  to  the  par^cipation 
of 'the  vpiifileges  granted  |b  diose  of  the  established  religion,  and 
mA^  the  ten^peli  of  the  tiqies  shall  be  favorable  to  such  a  measure  i 
when  those  ei^iits^lake  placei  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  question 
pUiy  be  smtateld  ia  ^n  United  Imperial  Padiament,  with  much 
gvtsaler  aatety  diati  it'  could  be  ia  a  separate  legislature.  In  the 
9ttK)ifd^  placei,  Ithii^^  k  certain, -^at  eyen  for  whatever  jperipd  it 
iiuiv  be  thought'  i)ec0S9$Mryy  after  the  un^n^  to  withhold  from  the 
Catnolics  the  enjoy^nent  ^  those  advantages,  many  of  the  pbjec- 
tiQli^  which  at  present  arise  put  of  their  situation  would  be  removed, 
if  the  Protestant  le^ature  were  np  longer  separate,  and  Ipcal,  bu^ 
geneiatafid  iii)p^rtial." 

'  -The  iqieechf  from  which  the  foregoing  is  extracted,  w^  circu- 
lated'gfatis  )^  Qpviemment,  throughout  all  Ireland.  It.wa^  con- 
sidered by  the  Catholics  aa  a  tender  of  emanclpatipn ;  |t.  was  anxi- 
puslyiead  by  all' who  could  read  i  at  the  Castle  it  was  explained, 
to  tndSe  who  sought  for  explanation,  a^  an  i^nequivocal  .offer  of 
erery  concession  i  and|  in  the  result,  the  Cadiolics  opposed  their 
own  Parliament,  and  gave  tlieir  support  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  and,  by  the 
ud  of  this  support,  he  was  enabled  to  contend  with  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  aftd  to  carry  di0  measure. 
'  'We  come  now  to  the*  evidence  to  be  collected  from  the  Act  of 
Uflion. 

'  Ma6y  of  the  leading  Calholics  have  not  hesitated  to  declare, 
that  the  oath  prescribed  by  this  act,  to  qualify  members  of  parlia- 
ment to  take  meir  seats,  was  framed  under  an  arrangement,  that, 
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immediately  after  the  measure  was  passedy  they  were  to  enjoy  the 
privilege'  ox  sitting  in  Parliament.  The  act  runs  thus :  ^  That  every 
one  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  every  member  of  the  Hous^  of  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  in  the  nrst  and  every  succeeding  Parliament  shall,,  tm/il 
the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  shall  otherwise  provide^ 
take  the  oaths  as  now  enjoined  to  be  taken."  Do  not  quibble  with 
us,"  the  Catholics  say,  <^  concerning  terms  and  formalities ;  it  was 
clearly  understood  bietween  us,  that  if  we  co-operated  to  bring 
about  the  union,  as  we  actually  did,  you  would  effect  the  emancipa- 
tion. To  give  a  coloring  to  this  engagement,  you  inserted  in  die 
articles  of  union  an  intimation  of  a  proposed  change  of  the  oadis 
in  our  favor :  when,  behold  !  now  you  roundly  tell  us  that  this 
alteration  never  shall  take  place,  and  that  we  must  make  up  our 
minds  to  wear  our  shackles  till  the  end  of  time/'* 

The  third  head  of  evidence  is  Mr.  Pitt's  speech  on  explaining 
the  cause  of  his  resignation  in  1801 .  <'  As  to  the  merits,**  Mr.  Pitt 
said,  <^  of  the  question,  which  led  to  my  resignation,  I  am  wilUng 
to  submit  them  to  the  House.  I  and  some  of  my  colleagues  in 
office,  did  feel  it  an  incumbent  duty  upon  us  to  propose  a  measure 
on  the  part  of  Government,  which,  under  the  circumstances  -cf  the 
union  so  happily  effected  between  the  two  countries,  we  thraght 
of  great  public  importance,  and  necessary  to  complete  the  benefits 
likely  to  result  from  that  measure ;  we  felt  this  opinion  so  strongly, 
that,  when  we  met  with  circumstances  which  rendered  it  imposuUe 
for  us  to  propose  it  as  a  measure  of  Crovemment,  we  felt  it  equally, 
inconsistent  with  our  duty  and  our  honor  any  longer  to  remain  a  part 
of  that  Government.  What  may  be  the  opinion  of  others,  I  know 
not,  but  I  beg  to  have  it  understood  to  be  a  measure  which,  if  I  had 
remained  in  government,  I  must  have  proposed.'*' 

Why  must  Mr.  Pitt  have  proposed  this  measure  ?  To  this  question 
one  answer  alone  can  be  given,  because  his  honor,  as  a  statesman^ 
was  substantially  engaged  to  the  Catholics,  that,  if  they  supported 
the  union,  he  would  propose  emancipation.  

We  now  come  to  the  written  communications  which,  at  this  time, 
were  made  to  the  Catholics  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Cornwallisy  and 
which  were  given  by  Lord  Castlereagh  to  Dr.  Troy : —  . 

Mr.  Pitt  to  Lord  Cornwallis, 

<<  The  leadiiig  part  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  finding  insur* 

mountable  obstacles  to  the  bringing  forward  measures  of  conces* 

sion  to  the  Catholic  body,  whilst  in  office,  have  felt  it  impossible 

to  continue  in  administration  under  the  inability  to  propose  it  with 

»  Pr.  Milner's  Inquiry,  p.  68.  *  Dcbrei's  Debates,  14,  \t\. 
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tlie  orcumstances  necessary  to  carryine  the  measure  with  all  it9 
SfedTantageSy  and  they  have  retired  from  his  Majesty's  servicey  con- 
sidering this  line  ot  conduct  as  most  likely  to  contribute  to  its 
ttldmate  success.  The  Catholic  body  will^  therefore,  see  how 
much  their  future  hopes  must  depend  upon  strengthening  their 
cause  by  good  conduct  in  the  mean  time ;  they  wiQ  prudently  con- 
sider their  prospects  as  arising  from  the  persons  who  now  espous^ 
their  interests^  and  compare  them  with  those,  which  they  could  lool^ 
to  from  any  other  quarter ;  they  may  with  confidence  rely  on  tht 
zealous  support  of  all  those  who  retire,  and  of  many  who  remain 
in  office,  ^en  it  can  be  given  with  a  prospect  of  success.  They 
may  be  assured  that  Mr.  Pitt  will  do  his  utmost  to  establish  their 
cause  in  die  public  favor,  and  prepare  the  way  for  their  finally 
attaining  their  objects :  and  the  Catholics  will  feel,  that  as  Mr. 
Pitt  could  not  concur  in  an  hopeless  attempt  to  force  it  now,  th^ 
he  must  at  all  times  repress,  with  the  same  decision  as  if  he  held  an 
adverse  opinion,  any  unconstitutional  conduct  in  the  Catholic  body. 
« Under  these  circumstances,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
Cadiolics  will  take  the  most  loyal,  dutiful,  and  patient  line  of  cour 
dttcty  that  they  will  not  suflFer  themselves  to  be  led  into  measures 
wludi  can,  by  any  construction,  give  a  handle  to  the  opposers  of 
their  wishes,  either  to  misinterpret  their  principles,  or  to  raise  an 
argument  for  resisting  their  claims ;  but  that  by  their  prudent  and 
exemplary  demeanor  they  will  afibrd  additional  grounds  to  the 
growmg  number  of  their  advocates  to  enforce  their  claims  on  pro- 
per occasions,  until  their  objects  can  be  finally  and  advantageously 
attained."* 

**  The  SentimenU  of  a  sincere  Friend  (i.  e.  Marqui$  Cornwallis) 

to  the  Catholic  C/aims/* 

^  If  the  Catholics  should  now  proceed  to  violence,  or  entertain 
any  ideas  of  gaining  their  object  by  convulsive  measures^  or  form- 
ing associations  wim  men  of  Jacobinical  principles,  they  must  of 
course  lose  the  support  and  aid  of  those,  who  have  sacrificed  their 
own  sitnarions  in  their  cause,  but  who  would  at  the  same  time  feel 
it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to  oppose  every  thing  tending  to 
confusion. 

«« On  the  other  hand,  should  the  Catholics  be  sensible  of  the 
benefit  they  possess  by  having  so  many  characters  of  eminence  pledged 
not  to  ewAark  in  the  serviee  ofGooemmentj  except  on  the  terms  rf 
the  Catholic  privileges  being  obtained,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  on 
balancing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  situation,  they 
would  i^refer  a  quiet  and  peaceable  demeanor  to  any  line  of  con* 
duct  of  an  opposite  description.'^ 
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7i*he  prigiiu^l^  of  th^se  t^o  decUratioja?  were  banded  ^.  ]|i}:i^^  T>^79 
tndafterwardsto  Ix>^  Ting^fhyM^tqnl&Cornwsilli^fl^ 
cy  desired  tbev  should  be  discreetly  com^iinicaled  to  ^^  llishopf .^nid 
Wincipal  Catnolics^  but  i^pt  inserted  ip  the^  new9pap^rs«  Tl^J 
tpp^redj  nevertheless,  in  tb.e  Englis^I^  pr}ut$  soq^  a&ef vs^rd^^uod 
were  copied  into  the  Irish  pap^rs^  , 

tTnder  circunistances  sucfi  g^  tb^se^  is  it  ^iirpjr^ing  ibaf  ibi^ 
Cadiolics  should  now  feel  that  f^itb  has  be^U  bxQH?n^ith  ^^em  by 
tfie  GoTernnient  of  iBngUiid  ?  Mr.  Pitt,  so  long  agq  as  jn,  Lo^d 
Westmorland's  adiT)inistratipii«  had  niaae  dq  besitatioi)  to  ^yi^  ip 
^uqb  a  manner  that  hi$  sentiynei^t^  midu  bekdown  to  tlv?  C^tJoplic^ 
that  he  would  not  risk  ^  rebellipn  by  withholding  emanc^ation. 
kf^  1795,  he  sent  Jjord  Fit7willi?im  %q  Irel^d,  to  carry  diiame^^re 
kifo  effect ;  and,  i^  1799|  ho  held  forth,  in  lang^ge  ppt  tq  be  mia- 
fihderstood,  this  n^e^urie;^  as  the  reward  wbicH  he  would  giv^  the 
Cadiolic?  for  their  support  to  the  ^nion•  At  tbi)^  tipie  hii?  4fM^  gpr 
femed  ]Cn^Iand  for  fovirte^p  years^  he  wa9  ^.upport^d  by  gt^t 
il^jqrities  iq  Parliamept,  and  he  possessed  t^e  uhbqui^u^rCQiifi- 
dence  of  the  King,  and  of  the  people.  Wb^  0|thec  cpn$t,rif<;tioi% 
tjien,  could  his  language  on  the  upiop  b^ar  apipng  l^e  Qithqlit^^ 
than  that  of  ^  positive  engagement  qn  the  p^rt  q(  £pgland  tp  giifp 
them  emapcipatipn,  provided  they  ^tq  the  uniop,  \^  the  {ir^  i^t^c^ 
their  support  i  No  one  qap  ^ay  that  they  formed  ibeir  exp^pt^tipP® 
Cl|?t  tbis  measure  wq^Id  be  ^qp^cded  tp  tbem  without  good  gtipundf 
for  doin|[  so  ;  and  there  being  gppd  grounds,  no  ^orr^<;t  pf^qr^^^ 
^^n  maintain  di^it  Engl^pd  piade  no  sucp  eng^gepi^nt. 

Having  now  traced  the  history  of  the  penal  laws  and  thq  Qi^bq^ 
lies,  from  the  treaty  of  Limerick  down  to  the  union,  it  remains  only 
to  make  a  conclusion  of  this  work,  by  collecting  the  several  inferenc^^ 
which  may  be  drawn  from  the  facts  contained  in  it. 

In  the  nrst  place,  the  Catholics  have  to  complain  of  three  distinct 
br^mche^  qf  faith  by  the  Government  of  Englandrrrrlst.  Is  thet  Viola- 
tipp  o(  tW  treaty  of  Limerick;  8d«  In  the  recaU  of  LordF^z- 
wilUam  9  9Pd9  3d.  In  tbe  tf eatmept  which  they  have  receixed  sipce 
^upiqa^ 

;  Secopdly,  They  have  to  oomplalp  of  having  endured  a  greater 
fbar^  of  insult  spid  of  oppression  than  it  ever  was  the  lot  of  any 
other  people  in  any  other  country  to  be  exposed  to. 

Thirdly^  They  have  it  in  their  power  to  repel  all  tboae  charges  wluch 
"^9^(9  beep  pi9d0  agaipat  them  for  b^ing  disloyal  to  the.  House  of 
Qrpp^wi^k  •  l3t.  By  their  conduct  ip  1715 ;  Sdly^  By  their  conduct 
11^  1745 }  Sdly,  By  their  cc^uct  during  the  Amfirican  was ;  aa^ 
lastly.  By  their  cqpdpct  in  1798. 

.  Fourthly^  They  have  it  in  their  pow^r  to  show  that  their  dbsrgy 
have,  at  all  times,  inculcated  sound  doctrines  of  morality,  of  peace 
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and  submission  to  the  Govemknent^  and  of  brotherly  affection  for 
their  Protestant  fellow-countrymen. 

Fifthly,  They  can  prove  that  their  religious  principles  have  been 
wholly  misunderstood;  and  that  these  principles  are  not  in  any 
degree  repugnant  to  their  duty  as  loyal  subjects* 

Sixthly,  This  very  important  inference  may  be  drawn  frOm  what 
has  already  been  stated,  namely,  « that  for  a  long  period  of  time^ 
there  has  prevailed  amongst  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  a  very 
general  inclination  to  concede  to  the  Catholics  a  participation  witn 
them  in  constitutional  privileges.  ^ 

And,  lastly,  when  we  consider  the  effects,  direct  and  collateral^ 
of  such  a  penal  code  as  has  existed  in  Ireland,  it  is  not  too  much  to 
say,  that  it  may  be  laid  down  as  incontrovertibly  proved,  that  to  the 
penal  code  it  is,  England  has  to  look  as  the  source  of  all  alarm  she 
now  entertains  for  the  safety  of  Ireland  ;  and  to  Englaiid  Ireland 
has  to  look  for  the  cause  of  all  the  misery  and  degradation  whidb,  at 
this  day  even,  peculiarly  mark  her  cliaracter  among  the  nations  of  the 
world. 


INDpX. 

The  Roman  namendii  refer  to  the  vol.  and  the  Arabic  to  the  page. 

Arms,  Catholics  deprived  of  the  uae  of  xs;  SOI,  487,  44t        " 

Actof  1793  xxi,  105 

Articles  of  Limerick  xx,  189,  201 

Attomej^s,  Catholics  not  admitted  to  be  xx,  203, 434 

■  admitted  to  be  xxt/99 

Advowsons  xx,  206,  462 
Apprentices,  Catholic  xx,  434.  xxi,  99 
Allegiance  of  Catholics  xx,  444,  454 
*  Absolution  of  sins  xx,  444 
Address  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  1767  xx,  446 
f-i«r    r  td  the  InhabitAttts  xif  Co&  kx,  447 

to  the  King,  1774  xx,  456 

to  the  King,  1793  xxi,  112 

Barristers,  Catholics  not  to  be  xx,  437 

'  admitted  to  be  xxi,  99 

Burke,  Edmund,  Letter  of,  to  Sir  IL  Langrishe  xx,  475 

Catholics,  rights  secured  to  them  by  th4  treaty  of  Limeridc  xx,  109,  206 

- — r Laws  in  force  against  them !i|i<  1697  xk/306 

Conduct  of,  in  1716  xxj  46#       •  • .  •  -  i      ;     ■ 

Conduct  of,  in  1745  xx,  439" 

Declaration  of,  in  1757  ani  1792  xx,  443.  xxi,  99 

■  Resolutions  of,  in  1792  x%,  476 

'  Admitted  to  marry  Protestants  xxi,  99 

Convention  of,  in  1792  xxi,  100 

—         ■  To  what  disabilities  now  subject  xxi,  111 
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Catholic  Clergjy  Conduct  of,  in  1745  xx,  440 
■    I  Exhortation  of,  in  1757  xx,  441 

' Exhortation  of,  in  1793  xxi,  118 

Conduct  of,  in  1798  xxi,  127 

Catholic  soldiers,  how  circumstanced  xxi.  111,  1  IS 
Catholic  religion,  Establishment  of  xx,  445.  xxi,  127 
Catholic  general  Committee  xx,  443 
Constables,  Catholics  not  to  be  xx,  435 
Coronation  oath  xx,  449 
Declaration  of  1757  xx,  443 

— — of  ]79S^xx,  443 

Defenders  xxi,  128 

Education  of  Catholics  prohibited  xx,  200,  433 

' admitted  xx,  402.  xxi,  99 

Elections,  Catholics  not  to  vote  at  xx,  205,  435,  437 

I  Catholics  to  vote  at  xxi,  105  ^ 

Forfeited  Lands  xx,  445 
Fitxwilliam;  Lord,  Lord  Lieutenant  xxi,  119 

^Recall  of  xxi,;  120 

Guardianship  b^  Catholics  xx,  201^  204, 462.  465 
Gamekeepers  xx,  203 
Grand  Jurors,  Catholics  not  to  be  xx,  434 
Gosford's,  Lord,  Speech  xxi,  115 
'  Heretics  xx,  443 
Jurors,  Petit,  Qualification  of  xx,  437 
Limerick,  Articles  of  xx,  189 
Marriage  of  Protestants  with  Catholics  xx,  203,  436 
Oaths  XX,  443 

Priests,  Banishment  of  xx,  201 
— • —  Converted  xx,  433 
— —  Discovery  of  xx,  433 

Registering  of  xx,  434,  462 

Popery,  Act  to  prevent  xx,  204 

.  to  discharge  persons  from  penalties  of  xx,  436 

Property  xx,204, 461, 462.  xxi,  105 

Penal  Laws,  Effect  of  xx,  451 

-— — —  Repeal  of  some  of  the  xx,  463 

— — — —  Still  in  force  xxi.  Ill 

Protestant  Charter  Schools  xx,  438 

Pope,  Authority  of  xx,  444 

Parliament,  Catholics  excluded  from  xx,  448 

Petition,  1774  xx,  456 

1791  XX,  466 

1792  XX,  467 

1793  xxi,  101 

Pitt,  Mr.,  favorable  to  Emancipation  xx,  467 

Protestants  favorable  to  the  Catholics  xx,  464,  467,  475r  xzi,^  105, 114,  lit 

Presbyterians  favorable  to  the  Catholics  xxi,  114 

Rebeilion  of  1798  xxi,  123 

Sheriffs,  Catholics  not  to  be  xx,  434 

Students  of  King's  Inns,  Catholica  not  to  be  xx,  448 

«__«_ -«  admitted  to  be  xxi,  99 

Vestiy,  Catholics  not  to.  vote  at  a  xx,  435 
Universities,  Answers  of  Foreiga  xx,  477 
UaioB,  supported  by  the  Catholics  xxi,  128 
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LunuUo  to  Dogberry, 

**  All  thy  tediottsness  on  me !  ha  !*' 

Much  ado  about  NoiMng, 

^ . ''  Be  assur'd  ^ 

<<  Thou  shalt  have  justice,  more  thap  thou  desir'st." 

-  MerehmU.rf  Venice, 

*^  The  Man's  a  Monk,  and  Monk-like  has  dreamed,  to  get  a  little  money— 
give  him  a  hundred  shillings,  tlmt  he  may  not  think  he  has  been  dreaming  for 
nothing."  Maithew  Pan$, 


LONDON: 


1822. 


LETTER, 

4r. 


Sir, 

I'.         ■      .      .  .  .        . 

ADDRESS  this  letter  to  yoU|  as  by  far  the  most  eminent  scholar 

whom  the  University  of  Oxford  at  present  numbers  on  her  lists  ; 
as  one,  whose  name  stands  high  with  the  world  in  general  for  lite- 
rature and  genius  ;  and  whose  aid,  wherever  it  can  be  serviceable, 
will  not  l>e  refused  to  a  fellow^laborer  in  the,  cause  of  Classical 
Education.  The  appeal  that  has  been  made  to  me,  by  the  anony- 
mous assailant  of  the .  Edinburgh  Review,  in  bdialf  of.  the  open 
Colleges  of  Oxford,  has  placed  me  in  rather  an  awkward  predi- 
cament. With  every  wish  and  intention  to  act  as  an  upright 
Judge,  the  consciousness,  that  a  question  so  important  must  now 
be  finally  determined  by  my  decision,  makes  me  shrink  a  little 
from  the  responsibility  imposed  by  the  appellant.  I  am  anxious, 
therefore,  to  associate  some  one  with  me  in  my  ofiice  of  Arbiter^ 
and  I  see  none,  whom  I  can  invite  to  be  my  assessor  on  theB^R:h, 
with  greater /propriety  thtta  yourself. 

Ih  calling  upon  me  as  an  Oxford  man,  and  considering  me  as 
much  connected  with  that  University  as  with  Edinburgh,  the 
Champion  of  the  ppenCollegeSi.has exaggerated  n»y  claims  to  the 
character  which  he  has  chosen  to  assign  to  me.  Except  thaft  I 
suppose  my  name  to  be  still  on  the  books  of  Christ-Church ;  tluit 
I  shall  pr6Dably  graduate  as  a  Master ;  and  that  I  made  the  Uni- 
versity, for  upwards  of  3  years,  the  scene  of  studies,  which,  for 
all  the  assistance  I  received  in  them,  might  as  well  have  been 
conducted  at  Jerusalem ;  I  have  no  title  to  these  fraternal  hugs. 
Such  is  the  full  extent  of  my  connexion  with  Oxford,  which  was 
my  temporary  residence,  but  never  my  home.     I  carried  with  me 
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some  j^at^rnftl,  khd  th^  general  voice  of  the  XjAiverstty  has  dtfhe 
me  the  honor  to  tesdfy'that  1  established  some  pe)t%onal  ^taifti,  to^ 
nme  indch^  union  with  her  interests:  but,  happily  f($lr\tie^  i€ 
was  otherwise  ordered ;  afid  I  can  dierefore  regard  her  With  H6 
other  feelings^  as  far  ab  I  m^elf  am  condoned,  diah  *tfa66e  bf  ab- 
solute iridifieren^e.  StSme  useful  khowlege,  a  f^W  prteildiii^ 
triamphs,  and  a  large  poin^toh  of  afiection'  aild  respect  toWardcf^Oii^ 
or  two  iTidiViduals,'  aire  mix^d  up  with  my  O^oniaik  )fecdQcicti<MI^) 
but  nohe^  I  fear,  of  those  locdl  attdchfiienfs^  on  whiich  the  "AU^ 
interested  Champion,  ih  his  impardal  rkg^  for  justiee^  se^ns  €6 
build  with  so  much  confidence  oJF  a  favorable  issue  t6  hiS  Sift.  *  - 
Tott>  bh  t6e  contrary,'  although  'Mt  on  the  fbuncbtion  df  a  iSA^ 
lege,liaye  at  least  inadeOxfe¥d^v^  hiuth  y6ur  hbnie,  ^d  riiav^ 
consequently,  fairly  be  pre^un^ed  td  "bit  tci6t^  iiiflaim^d  With  ^r^i 
lectibns  in  favor  of  the  pbce,  ^d  n^oresMSLibus  C6  s^  die  UfiiV^ky 
triumphant  in  any  cotitesfe  th^t  W€t^  h^r  char&i:te)r  2^d  ti^Skl 
It  is^  then,  to  |iVe -the 'Cham^ioil  ill  ^^s^ible  ifidtilgenc^  <eh^'f 

call  oh  you  to  SVide  WMi  me'fli^  iaft  tif  it-Mtttitfon,    WfcSfe'  f 
,.    .^.  ,.   .....:    .,..^.^.  -  —    •  ftiiiSt  kfe«if jrwy 

t^tiwterfiess  ^eiA 
c6nJFesll  n^ 

iKJuil  bia«' towards  the  4cfftSt^'jlarty  5 '  aiM  ^e'' judgment  ffe«8 
j(^ly  jin^i^hced,  ^fotl  6hill  tlK& Ngllirb  to'^eli^er  none  biit  th^ 


advocate  of  Oxford  «^<««appfaits '«)  eJtffeiJt.  '        ' 

In  all  other  respects,  except  that  which  you  are  to  supply,  I  will 
not  disclaim  the  character  of  a  competent  judge.    I  have  sufficient 
general  ^owlejge  6i  XDxonian  matters  for  tl^  purpose,  ^nd  ev^ii 
V    doihe  slight  femembnmce  oif  the  pani(^lar  examinations,  tiiat'fdVfh 
dA^'|)oiiftih%6  qi^^b'nst^  be  «6htlidei^ :  I  have  4  ^iiu^e^ed^ 


«o<^tW^  ttttnrt  of  coifrse  liave  ar^  fcomplsnht,  XHrhAei'it 

itffiry  Be/  'AhA  ^^'forhis-Vkk^dnist,  as  iie  ihtttily  "styl^  fllfe 
^^¥!f^ir^,  t^b  'w«l  jirobam  b*^^s6ihe«^at  amused  ^  'fiWdtt^  hM^ 
s^lf  pklred  off  wi^li'siidi  ah  (S^i^hM,  mI«  ni^ jr  give  hiih  a^dittM 
w^urig ^faoifh%  bett^'th^  a'f^  discussidh,  and  lodk  ffoUh'hifA 
al8o,f<fr  a  sifeSt^cqui^c^ifettlhe  fiattf  ^6ur  bSlihcbd'^  ^^ 
thorised  tribunal-     '       '  ..       •  .:     ^  ...    .    t- ., 

In  the  verjr  fii^t  step  of  bur  i^rbcfedings.  I  feeKgiieved^t 
Mire  nittSt  direct  our  censure  against  tlie  cond^cft  of 'ihetJIlfeffil-- 
pion.  Observe  the  striking  difference  between  the  modes  in 
which  he  and  the   Reviewer  h^ve    commenced   their  attacks. 


138  Professor  Sandford's  Decision  on  the  [4 

The  Reviewer^  whose  subject  was  to  lead  him  to  a  yiolenc 
condemnation  of  one  part  of  the  Oxford  system,  begins  with 
a  warm  and  rather  an  exaggerated  eulogium  on  another.  He 
tells  the  Uniyersity  that,  with  a  few  relics  of  imperfection 
and  absurdity,  which  blindness  alone  could  overlook,  her  plan 
of  education  seems  better  calculated  than  any  hitherto  known 
to  attain  the  true  end  of  the  classical  studies  she  encourages.  He 
even  enters  with  a  sort  of  enthusiasm  into  the  details  of  her  pub- 
lic examinations,  and  calls  upon  his  readers  to  consider  and 
applaud  with  him  the  various  merits  of  the  separate  parts  that  go 
to  compose  them.  It  is  after  he  has  thus  roused  and  heated  their 
minds  into  an  admiration  of  Oxford,  and  filled  and  dazzled  their 
eyes  with  all  the  fervors  of  his  honest  commendation,  that  he 
bids  them  turn  with  him  a  sorrowful  glance  upon  a  foul  blot  that 
tarnishes  the  picture.  T^is  is  at  least  a  generous  and  self-denying 
method  of  warfare.  He  invests  the  object  of  his  confined  and 
qualified  strictures  with  all  the  armor  she  can  claim  to  wear ; 
9ets  her  in  a  high  and  advantageous  posture ;  and  then  comes  for*- 
ward,  with  a  gallant  and  courageous  bearing,  to  point  out  and 
probe  the  defects  that  still  continue  to  weaken  and  degrade  her. 
How  difierent  the  tactics  of  the  Champion !  He  begins  with 
every  attempt  to  stir  up  the  feelings  of  his  judges,  not  in  favor  of, 
but  against  his  self-sought  enemy.  He  would  set  us  glowing  with 
z  partial  warmth,  and  vibrating  in  unison  with  tones  of  indigna^ 
tion.  He  would  arm  all  ovlx  prejudices  in  his  cause,  and  fearful  of 
a  cool,  deliberate  enquiry,  exclaims  with  the  poet, 

*  Inde  vaporata  lector  m\Y)\ferveat  aure !' 

That  he  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  arbiters,  who  will  not  be 
swayed  by  passion  to  injustice,  is  not  his  merit,  and  will  scarcely 
turn  out  for  his  advantage.  Even .  <<  his  Master  Aristotle*  might 
have  taught  him  that  sudi  tricks  as  these  can  take  efiect  only  on  the 
minds  of  a  depraved  and  self-conceited '  audience,  amd  are  worthy 
only  of  a  pleader  who  is  well  aware  that  truth  and  equity  are 
decidedly  agsunst  him.  If  the  Reviewer,  by  his  method  oi  pro- 
ceeding, has  gained  the  benefit  of  light  and  shade,  and  has  height* 
ened  the  colors  of  his  picture  by  the  power  of  contrast,  he  cannot 
be  blamed  for  taking  tlungs  as  they  fairly  lay  before  him,  and  fol- 
lowing the  natural  course  in  his  descriptions.  In  this  portion  of 
the  simject,  then,  our  opinion,  though  I  say  it  with  pain,  must  be 
quite  decided  against  the  author  of  the  pamphlet. 

While  considering  preliminaries,  we  must  also  take  this  oppor* 
tunity  of  reproving  the  Champion,  once  for  all,  for  the  numerous 

'  Vide  Hhetoriconmi,  LL.  i.  ct  iii. 
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puerilities,  scattered  over  the  beginning  and  other  parts  of  his 
work.  Not  to  mention  the  virulence  and  foul-mouthed  language 
that  sit  so  ill  upon  this  advocate  for  <<  a  calm  address*^  and  <<  a 
becoming  demeanor^*  what  else  but  derision  can  he  expect  to 
reward  such  assumptions  as  *<  unceremonious  superiority^**  <<  t/n- 
mUingness  to  stoop^'  <<  sacrifice  qfjastidiousnessf'  S^c.  S^c.  That 
he  actually  entertains  the  feelings  thus  indiscreetly  arrc^ated  we 
know  to  oe  impossible.  Six  months  of  patient  toil  are  not  be- 
stowed by  volunteers  upon  foes  whom  they  think  contemptible. 
The  expressions  are  probably  designed  to  be  facetious,  but  Provi* 
dence,  diat  did  not  create  tnis  person  for  a  wit,  does  not  sufier  its 
intentions  to  be  counteracted  with  impunity.  If  the  Reviewer  be 
really  the  malignant  being,  that  his  assailant  labors  hard  to  repre- 
sent him,  we  may  conceive  his  secret  satisfaction  at  the  awkward 
and  ungainly  gambols  into  which  the  poor  tutor  has  been  stung. 
Holding,  with  Dr.  Johnson,  that  abuse  is  the  reaction  upon  satire, 
and  marks  its  work  to  have  been  done,  I  acknowledge  my  surprise 
that  the  Champion  should  have  so  liberally  indulged  in  it.  And 
then,  for  a  man  of  his  coivfessedly  small  parts  to  rave  about' 
^*  punishment,'  and  ^^fastidiousnesSi*  and  ^*  whips  that  are  not  to  be 
wrapt  in  velvet,**  is  almost  too  distressing  to  be  ludicrous.  No  one 
knows  exactly  his  own  level  in  the  scale  of  intellect,  but  surely  the 
Champion  might  have  perceived  so  broad  and  sensible  an  inferiority, 
as  that  in  which  he  stands  towards  the  writer  whom  he  endeavors 
to  annoy.  The  Reviewer,  whatever  his  faults  of  style  or  temper,  is 
at  least  brisk,  rapid,  and  amusing.  If  he  does  nothing  more,  he 
always  makes  one  laugh.  The  Champion  is  far  more  likely  to 
make  one  sleep.  Some  heavy  frisking  that  is  meant  to  be  smart, 
and  one  or  two  passages,  that  I  more  than  half  suspect  to  be  in- 
tended for  eloquence,  had  nearly  lulled  me  into  slumbers,  which 
would  have  suited  the  judicial  character  thus  unexpectedly  thrust 
upon  me. 

Hoping  that  this  reproof,  which  we  have  felt  compelled  to  ad- 
minister, will  prepare  the  Champion  for  assuming  a  more  modest 
tone  in  his  next  publication,  let  us  proceed  to  the  points  at  issue 
between  the  parties,  or  in  the  elegant  language  of  the  pamphleteer, 
to  <*  the  fiacts  that  he  intends  to  prove  disgracefully  false ;  and  the 
opinion  he  intends  to  prove  ridiculously  silly.''  Strong  words  these, 
Mr.  Elmsley !  and  inconvenient  for  the  party  to  whom  we  shall  be 
forced  finally  to  apply  them !  But  inventors  have  always  sufiered 
m  their  own  machines,  and  have  never  been  pitied  for  it.  As  the 
dose  Fellow,  after  some  << embarrassment"  allowable  enough  in  a 
raw-writer,  has  contrived  to  throw  the  question  into  three  heada 
or  counts  for  our  investigation,  it  will<save  us  time  and  trouble,**^ 
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«fid  I  have  tiot  much  6f  i^thi^r  to  8pare,^to  fall  into  th^  tMstit 
laid^wn  for  tis.    Ahd  fitstly,  for  the  first  count : ' 

Upon  this,  I  fhust  beg  youj  before  we  proceed  further,  to  ob- 
serve thef  dej[terbu!s  perversloh  of  meaning,  by  Which  the  Cluuti^ 
pion  has  Wan^fbtftied  Wh^,  in  th^  Reyiew,  is  ah  obvious  ttutfi^  in- 
to  a  flat  fafeehbdd  in  th^  pamphlet.  Place  thi^  pbiiitibii  of  ^ 
Reviewer,  and  the  dOunt  in  the  pamphlet,  side  by  i^e,  aftd  yOtI 
will  perceive  the  important  diflerehce  betweeft  statemeht^i  wifell 
the  Champibh,  of  course  with  the  most  honest  iflti^fntiods,  Wdtfld 
repiredbnt  lis  btie  and  the  same  thing : 


CLOSE  FELLOW. 

lii  Oxford  men  of  ditiAigniihed 
talentt  and  dttainmenti  are  to  \A 
found  imly  in  thofte  Colleges  wbete 
the  Elections  are  ck)se»   ; 


REVIEWER. 

In  many  of  the  Colleges,  fitness 
for  Section  is  restricted  to  some 
particular  ichoc^l,  dio<iese,  county, 
or  kindred.  Yet  it  is  among  the 
Fallows  JO  chosen  alone  that  we  are 
to  look  for  men  who  realljf  deserve  to 
kaoe  teen  bligible. 

The  Champion  wbuld  mak^  die  Reviewer  assert  diat#  whkh 
erery  feftie  who  ilas  heard  of  the  fame  of  Mr«  Ehnslej^  andNthat  Iw 
IS  hot  the  holder  of' a  dose  fellowship,  nuistknow  to  be.  false^  tasi 
that  there  are  no  ditiingui^ed  menAers  qfike  University  who  aid 
not  'holders  o£  fellow^ps,  and>  those  fellowships  ctose^  Thss 
Reviewer 'has  assetted  for  himself  that^  which  is  certainly  only 
matter  of  opinioHf  bat  is  ad  opinion  that  we  shall  presently,  I  faar^ 
be  forced  to  back  with  the  whole  weight  of  our  legal  >autboriftfs 
vizb  that  an  looking  to  the  FeUo^qftie  Uniwt£ity$  we  shali'ftad 
among  the*holders  of  close  fellowships  done^  .«uoh  parsona..aa  ihe 
cOndeives  i^krordiy  to  >  enjoy  these  places  of  tespeotabtUty  ^d  fffO^ 
fit4  '  ^he.'Ckampkni,  in  shorty  would  ih^ke  the  Rmewer  ^sei^Mi 
members  of  the  close  Colleges  in  opposition  to  the  whole  Univer" 
sity :  the  Reviewer^  who  probably  iuiew  his  own  meaning  a  lUtle 
better  than  his  gratnitous  interpreter^  simply^  and  ill  kbe  plaio^aft 
tefms,^aet!the  meiiibefs  taf  the  close  GoUegesiiajoppesttioa  td  r^dw 
membfets  of  the  open  Colleges^at'die  same  itime  ddtveriog  tili««ea(i 
sotis^npon^whichihe  aoeottnts.  for  the  fsuperioritiy  olthd  formesi 
T^e'  imasrepresentatibn^'  ^by  the  Champiei),  of  the  Re^iertfeir)* 
setitimtotisy  iaMre  too  gross  tb  be  oreslookedi  arid  I  ^dd^oe M  9St>i 
tfample;of  tlKNdandid  sparitrin  whichliis  whole*pjeadtng'is»oolit€(fed< 

riAkliough,ihbWeTer, :  tiiei  GharniMonhaethud  pierverted  the:  Iwi^dii 
of  the'Reviewbt  at  the  rery  outset^  he  reasons  upon  this  ai>Uat(0fi 
die  ^tndiottiient^:  with  some*gltmpse«at  least  of  Us  ^dTiefsaiy'vja 
mesuiitligi  and' seta  about '  instituting  a  cdmpaiisoa  between  -the 
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req>ectiTe  members  of  the  close  and  open  Colleges.  Hgd  he  con* 
ducted  thM  comparison  upon  the  proper  grounds^  and  wi$h  s^  fair 
understanding  o£  th^  opinion  expressed  in  the  Review,  we  should 
have  been  spared  some  chuckling,  and  a  good  deal  of  tedious  detaiL 
nkat  the  members  of  close  Colleges  have  enj(yed  during  a  given 
period  o^  pumopofy  of  University  distinctions  is  nowhere  stated  hj 
the  Reviewer  ii  could  not  have  been  intended  to  be  stated  by 
sny  man  yriih  bis  senses  about  him ;  and  could  not  have  been  ex- 
tracted from  the  words  of  the  article  without  a  most  violent  effort 
of  dulness,  or  of  something  worse.  The  Reviewer  says  that  we 
must  search  ampng  the  holders  of  the  close  fellowships  alone  for 
persons  that  really  deserve  to  have  obtained  suck  situations,  and 
fhis  i$  the  opinion,  pn  the  soundness  or  futility,  or,  if  the  Champion 
likes  it  better,  on  the  truth  ox  falsehood  of  which,  our  disagreeable 
office  must  lead  us  to  decide. 

/   The  proposition  is  a  very  simple  one,  and  to  those  acquainted 
with  things  and  persons  at  Oxford  is  pf  very  easy  solution.    It  ist 
certaanly,  highly  disagreeable  to  be  forced,  by  the  indiscretion  of 
their  Champion,  to  say  any  thing  disparaging  of  a  class  of  men, 
^mong  whom  there  exist  so  m^ny  ungbtrusive  and  innocuous  indivi- 
du^jis.     But  pf  course  we  protests  in  the  niost  explicit  terms^ 
sigaUist;  our  words  bqing  construed  into  an  impeachment  pf  mond 
cbfUKiCt^r»  in  any  of  the  holders  of  open  feQowships,  upon  whom 
W^  ^^  invited  to  pa^f  judgment.    Under  such  restriction,  I 
hsive  np  hesitation  in  proposing  it,  as  our  united  opinioui  that  the 
JELeviewer  is  borne  out  by  f^ct  in  the  truth  of  his  allegation.    I 
prcjsume  that  when  the  Reviewer  speaks  of  a  perspn  having  de^ 
fi^rved  to  be  eligible  to  a  place  of  some  power  and  profits  he  in- 
eludes  in  his  notion  of  desert  the  most  distinguished,  intellectual 
abili^es,  the  n^aintenance  of  high  and  independent  principlea, 
schplarship  that  has  not  been  confined  to  the  bare  routine  of 
Univ^rsity-readiqg,  and  that  classic  spirit  and  <<  enthusiasm!*  that 
10  the  uniiorm  result  of  the  study  of  thq  S^  glorious  models  qfanti' 
fpUijh*'  wherever  th^  seed  haA  fallen  ofi  a  good  ground,  and  nothing 
hf^  ipterv^^d  to.  thwart  its  growth  QT  to  impair  its  vigor.     This 
i^l^ast  if  the  s^n^  in  which  /understand  and  agree  with  the 
K^viewi^r  ;.  Qor  hav^  I  finy  doubts  f^om  what  is  known  of  your 
fh^Mrapters  tbfit  you  will  fi^lly  and  heartily  coincide  with  us  both.^ 
Nows  tidcing  d^e  test  thu^  fairly  understppd,  and  applying  it  to  the 
Collegers  which  th^  QhaQipipa  has  sppptaueously  draggfad  intp^ 
i^  COQspi^HQus  pl^Ci^s  of  th^  i^eldft  tq  what  conclttsie^ai  must 
|p|i  9f)4  ^  h^  driye^  f    I^opking  tO  Brasen-nose,  a%  the  Champion 
4irect«  us,  ^i\4  giving  up  JMt*  Mibnan  and  <f  his  nakedness**  since 
be  w^l  have  it  ^,  we  could  pqint  put  more  than  one  individual^ 
though  the  loss   of  its  late  most  eminent  and  lamented  head  has 
diminished  the  number,  whose  abilities  are  brilliant,  whose  princi- 
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pies  are  high  and  independent,  whose  scholarship  is  elegant  and 
extensive,  and  whose  mental  vigor  and  enthusiasm  or^  truljr  classical; 
But  when  we  turn  to  Oriel  and  Balliol,  as  the  Champion  also  di^ 
reels  uSf  it  is  not  our  fault,  as  it  is  not  the  Reviewer's,  that  it  would 

Kuzzle  us  to  cull  out  from  the  fellows,  individuals  who  would  not 
e  themselves  ashamed  and  alarmed  at  the  application  of  siich  a 
character  to  them.  What  name  does  Oriel,  for  instance,  since  the 
Champion  fixes  upon  that  College  as  the  peculiar  butt  of  the  re* 
view, — what  name  does  Oriel  offer,  of  the  smallest  weight  or 
celebrity,  to  those,  who  recollect  that  Mr.  Davison  is  no  longer  a 
Fellow,  and  who  are  not  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  praises  of 
Dr.  Copleston  ?  I  know,  indeed,  that  in  the  last  Number  of  the 
Edinburgh  Review,  whose  pages,  as  being  eminently  sacred  to 
freedom  of  discussion,  must  sometimes  present  conflicting  opinions, 
Oriel  College  has  been  termed  (alas  I  for  hapless  speculation  !)  the 
School  of  Speculative  Philosophy  in  England ;  and  I  have  heard 
also,  to  my  no  small  amusement,  of  the  purring,  and  perking  of 
ears,  and  other  visible  demonstrations  of  delight,  with  which  the 
compliment  has  been  received.  Had  the  compliment  really  pro- 
ceeded from  the  same  pen  which  inflicted  the  previous  censure,  as 
has  been  boldly,  though  I  doubt  not  falsely,  asserted  in  a  recent 
publication,'  I  should  conceive  the  malice  of  the  writer  to  have 
had  in  view  this  diverting  consequence ;  but  believing,  as  I  doy 
this  unwarynsentence  to  have  dropped  from  one  of  the  greatest,  but 
certainly  the  most  indulgent  writer  of  the  age,  whose  only  weak- 
ness is  a  prodigality  of  praise,  I  can  impute  it  to  nothing  but  pri^ 
vate  partiality,  or  extravagant  good-nature.  Tou  and  I^  however, 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of  things,  are  not  to 
be  so  blinded  to  the  merits  of  the  case,  nor  deterred  from  declaring 
our  concurrence  in  the  statement,  uncompromising  as  it^s,  of  the 
Reviewer.  That  his  statement  is  uncompromising  and  severe  to 
the  last  degree  we  need  not  seek  to  deny.  The  Champion;  indeed 
has  entered  into  a  minute  comparison  between  the  open  Col- 
leges and  the  close,  or  rather  between  the  open  Colleges  and  one  of 
the  close.  But  the  Reviewer,  whose  opinions  are  much  more  de- 
cided, does  not  condescend  to  any  comparison  at  all.  He  speaks 
out,  without  shrinking  or  prevarication,  what  he  conceives  to  be  the 
truth,  assigning  in  broad  terms  some  members  of  intellectual  power 
and  eminence  to  the  close  Colleges,  and  none  at  all  to  the  open,-^a 
judgment  that  we  may  have  heard  currently  advanced  in  every 
common-room  at  Oxford,  (those  of  Oriel  and  Balliol  always  except- 
ed,) although  you  will  agree  with  me  in  considering  it  a  most  un- 
desirable office  to  be  obliged  to  place  it  thus  solenuily  upon  record, 
as  that  which  is  to  decide  ihejirst  of  the  three  counts  in  favor  of  the 

'  Vindkia  Arudogicaf  by  a  Clergyman  of  Bath. 
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Reviewer,  and  against  his  assailant.  I  must  add,  that  if  the  Cham^ 
pion  was  determined  to  have  a  comparison^  he  might  have  made  it 
upon  more  extended  grounds,  between  the  close  and  open  Colleges. 
When  examinuig  the  claims  of  the  former,  it  was  a  want  of  bowels 
to  overlook  the  wits  of  New  CoUeget  and  of  candor  to  omit  the 
Westminster  students  of  Christ  Church. 

As  to  the  footing  upon  which  the  Champion  has  thought  proper 
to  stake  his  comparison,  notwithstanding  that  it  occupies  eight  te^ 
dious  pages  of  his  pamphlet,  it  is  too  ridiculous  to  occupy  much  of 
oar  attention.  Where  he  found  in  the  Review  any  reason  for  sup- 
posing that  first  classes  and  University  prizes  were  the  criterion^ 
which  the  Reviewer  probably  intended  to  strike  the  balance  of  me- 
rit between  the  close  and  open  Colleges,  I  cannot  conjecture.  Far 
as  that  writer  pushes  his  eulogium  on  the  public  examinations  at 
Oxford,  he  does  not  venture  to  assert  that  the  highest  success  in 
the  Schools  proves  any  thing  more  in  a  man's  favor,  than  that  his 
taste  and  intellect  have  been  more  expanded  and  matured  than  they 
could  have  been  by  the  University  method  of  instruction  twentjr 
years  ago,  and  that  his  whole  mind  must  be  in  a  proper  state  of  ca- 
pacity for  further  progress.  He  does  not  speak  of  the  requisite^ 
for  ensuring  success  as  more  than  causes,  and  the  Champion  himself 
admits  that  they  cannot  be  deemed  an  opus  operatum.  But  the 
Reviewer  has  done  more.  In  his  faithful  picture  of  the  arts  subse^- 
quently  necessary  for  raising  the  triumphant  candidate  for  honors 
to  the  <<  solid  pudding*'  of  me  open  fellowships,  he  points  with 
minuteness  to  a  train  of  circumstances,  that  must  counteract,  iii 
the  youthful  bosom,  all  the  beneficial  influence  of  its  previous  libe- 
ral and  manly  discipline,  and  reduce  the  character  and  intellecty 
howevet  promising  before,  to  the  standard  of  that  cast  with  which 
they  aim,  at  the  expense  of  original  bent  and  native  excellence,  to 
be  for  the  future  identified.  And  he  contrasts  very  briefly  with 
this  description  the  difierent  eflFect,  which  the  certainty,  that  saves 
them  from  the  meanness  of  stooping,  and  the  necessity  of  concilia- 
tion, is  likely  to  produce  upon  the  expectants  of  close  fellowships. 
By  thus  tracing  the  operation  of  the  canvassing  system,  as  damping 
the  energies  of  free  and  rising  talent,  that  may  have  given  promise 
of  better  things,  he  proves  to  all  but  the  Champion,  that  University 
honors  could  never  have  entered  into  his  head  as  the  test  of  resu 
desert  in  the  holders  of  fellowships.  Nor  should  I  suppose  that 
the  open  Fellows  themselves  will  feel  much  obliged  to  their  friend^ 
for  so  strongly  supporting  the  positions  of  the  Reviewer,  by  virtu- 
ally confessing  that  he  can  find  nothing  beyond  the'achievements  of 
their  youth,  to  sustain  their  whole  future  character  and  reputation. 
He  has  fixed  them  down,  fast  and  motionless,  at  the  very  point  to 
which  their  antagonist  would  nail  them.    He  can  show  no  expan- 


144  Professor  Sandfords  Decision  on  the  [10 

ejon  if|  tho  f <  bud/*  nor  fruit  from  ^  ' <  blossom.'*  A  few  weeks' 
feflec4<>P  upon  this  obvious  result  of  his  reaspningSj;  might  hare  de- 
layered  us  from  all  his  operose  arithmeticiand  curious  allotments  of 
l^ee  men  to  two  honors^  and  three  honors  to  two  men^  that  resem- 
ble nothing  on  earth  wit^  which  I  am  acq^iainted^  except  the  famous 
computation  of  a  devil  and  ^If  to  two  pigs  in  the  miracle  of  Sadara. 
Put  ^e  gendeman  was  resolved  to  praise,  and  has  thus  been  forced 
to  ta)ce  up  a  posture,  that  no  one  would  have  dreamed  of  adopting, 
vl^  bad  any  other  mode  of  making  out  a  plausible  statement. 
<<  Pessimi  ^inimici,  laudatorei*  is  a  remark  that  I  always  believed 
to  be  just,  because  it  comes  from  Tacitus,  but  I  never  saw  its  truth 
so  strikingly  illustrated  before. 

The  second  charge,  which  the  Champion  has  extracted  from  the 
{(.eyic^f  ?nd  on  the  merits  of  which  we  are  next  to  pronounce,  is 
4|vi4e4  by  this  votary  of  Cocker  into  three  <<  clauses  or  counts," 
^jrrafiged  as  follows  ;  «  That  in  these  Colleges  where  the  Fellow* 
4)l9Si  ought  to  be  open,  the  elections  are  grossly  partial  s-^^the  exa- 
|nin;^;ions  ridiculously  insufficient  }-rra^d  the  trial  merely  nominal, 
t^  real  road  to  success  lying  through  a  IffWy  personal^  previous  can- 
vass." On  this  portion  of  his  subject  the  author  seems  so  mu^  at 
)|ome,r-a3  indeed  the  ideas  connected  with  it  must  have  beea  lopg 
l^iliar  to  his  thoughts, — that  we  need  not  seek  to  deviate  from 
the  prder,  in  which  he  has  disposed  it. 

The  first  clause  of  this  portentous  charge  is  smuggled  out  of  the 
W|ij  in  a  very  summary  and  amusing  manner.  Mark  the  exquisite 
|p)iuo§Qphy  of  the  reasoning  advanped.  <*  Did  such  a  weaknesfs  (as 
groQs  partiality,)  really  exist,"  says  the  Champion,  f<  let  u^  cmcu- 
lafe  tq  wjiat  results  it  would  lead  th^  Electors.  Surehf^  to  filling 
up  the  vacancies  in  their  number,  either  frqm  jtheir  own  relatives, 
Pf  frppi  the  younger  part  of  their  own  Society."  Qf  a  truth  our 
friend,  whp  c(m  count  his  fingers,  should  cqijfine  his  calculations 
tp  the  Oxford  Calendar.  Moral  calculs^tion^  are  beyond  his  sphere. 
yf^x^  th^renpt  one  of  his  aiders  and  ^bettors  in  this  unlucky  compo- 
jlition  to  suggest,  that  crtT^poroi^^  partialities  a^e  uniformly  direpted,  not 
towards  the  Relatives  of  this  or  that  individual,  whose  admissioii 
might  give  the  family  party  an  undue  preponderance  in  the  prm, 
\^t  towards  such  as  h^vQ  sufficiei^t  address  to  engage  the  genesal 
g9*ections  of  the  bpdy  by  the  true,  indiscriminating  suppleness  of  a 
d^prpugh-bfed  Candidate,  and  seem  likely  to  bring  an  accession  pf 
jdbe  j$taple  qualities  require^  in  the  jSociety  ?  Each  separate  fellow 
i)9igbt  be  actuated  by  the  instinct  of  natural  affeptbf^s  to  suppoft 
lijs  own  reladon,  but  how  could  such  a  principle  be  brought  to  be^r 
PQ  the  whole  mass  ?  Even  a  cat  will  ^z  and  worry  in  b^alf  of 
^  own  pussikin ;  but  whp  ever  heard  oJF  t^p  cats  clubbing  toge^ 
tbsr  tp  provide  fort  he  kittenof  a  thir4  ?  What  a  clashing  ofhopes 
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in^^sdllisioncifimereett  would  emueat  thebare  htntof  sothafnro^ 
]Msd !  ViHiat  dpkdng^  and  mewling,  and  scratching,  and  tearing  I 
Tabbf  to  tabbj— -daw  for .  claw !  The  effective  operations  of  th6 
^e^nood  wpold  stop.  Oxford  Mathematics  go  at  least  far  enough 
to  fatfrd  taught  .the  Champion  that  equal  forces,  acting  in  opposite 
dlt^^eticms^  cottM  produce  nothing  but  repos^.  His  <<  maJckiney^ 
vxkiikt  sudi'  circumstances,  must  stand  still, — or,  to  use  another  of 
hb  i^kgaitt  comparisons,  his  Uttle  <<  vessel''  must  cease  its  <<  fer- 
menti(tions." 

No  l^  p^uliar  is  the  notion,  that  tutorial  affections  would  guide 
etdctofff  to  <<  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  their  numberj  from  the  younger 
I^art  of  dieir  own  sodety.'^  He  knows  nothing  of  the  human  hearty 
who  18  not  aware,  that  <<  grins  and  scrapings,''  and  such-like  obser^ 
tanceSy  are  trebly  piquant,  when  tendered  in  the  shape  of  006171^^93^ 
homage.  Now,  the  precious^  statutes,  on  this  subject,  having  fallen 
into  desuetude,  the  junior  m^nbers  of  a  different  College  have  it 
in  tfa^  power  to  captivate  close  or  open  Fdlows  by  those  resistless 
charms  of  Spontaneous  obeisance,  whose  poignancy  Oxonian  n\ag- 
nates  alone  can  appreciate.  Not  so  the  junior  members  of  their 
own  communities.  They  must  cap  tutors  by  the  book,  llieir 
cappings  are  rigidly  enforced^  but  the  keenest  amateur  in  this  strange 
spedes  of  gratification  can  derive  but  small  refreshment  from  the 
tokens  of  reverence,  whose  omission  may  be  punished  by  tasks  and 
fatingSy  or  even,  I  suppose,  si  per  atatem  licedt,  by  whipping  in  thd 
buttery.  There  is  notiiing  to  titillate  iii  these  legal  «  genuflections,*' 
nothing  to  awaken  or  encourage  partiality,  or  to  overcome  the  far 
more  ptobable  efllect  of  countless  irritations,  and  petty  animosities, 
that  us^iially  arise  from  the  connection  of  pye-regulating  pedagogue^ 
ykidi  pye-^ting  undergraduates.  So  niuch  for  the  co^existent  dia^ 
griosiicsf  (I  love  to  quote  his  pretty  phraseology)  which  the  Chiixi- 
|^i6n  ^otild  estiaUish  as  principles  of  reasoning. 

But  <<  let  us  look  to  the  facts,''  says  the  Chsimpion.  I  can  hav6 
no  objection  tb  obey  the  hint,  although,  having  shown  that  the  dia- 
gfwSttci  proposed  (or  our  direction  are  not  worth  a  straw,  I  shall 
nOf  dliiftk  it  necessary  to  examine  his  species  of  facts,  nor  can  8Up« 
pose-Aat  you  will  cafre,  mor^  than  myself,  wheth^  any  two  <ji  « tM 
twenty^fivi^  FetloWs  of  Ballibl  and  Oriel,  so  often  referred  to," 
aii6  biMthers,  sisters,  aunt  and  nepheW,  ccfUsins»germ^n  (there  can 
httkoSMch  cbusins  among  them;)  or  any  othet  kind  of  relations. 
Fot  gentod  facts,  then,  I  Would  simply  state,  what  must  be  quite 
lidtoripus  to  you,  that  uhtil  this  rash,'tlk)Ugh  I  caifnot  call  it  ha^ 
puUicaAioh  by  the  Champion,' no  one  at  Oxford  has  ever  dreamed 
fomiidiiient  that ;th6  Electibns  to  open  Colleges  were  conducted 
on  imp^irtlal  grouhds ;  that  I  myself"  have  heatd  it  put  to  a  Fellow 
o^an  opt^ii  C^lle^e^  by  a  distinguished  nl^mb^f  of  a  close  College, 
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that  no  one  knew  on  what  principles  he  and  his  colleagues  decided 
their  elections,  and  that  the  open  Fellow  was  ufiable  to  replj/ ;  and 
that  I  haye  often  been  treated  with  the  argument,  as  you  also  must 
have  been,  that  the  Electors  in  the  open  Colleges  are  perfectly 
right  to  consult  their  own  ease,  and  the  harmony  of  their  setrersd 
common-rooms,  rather  than  the  respective  merits  of  the  competi- 
tors examined.  As  for  overt  acts,  if  the  Champion  will  have  them 
adduced,  (since,  though  not  bound  to  strengthen  the  Reviewer,  we 
must  show  the  grounds  upon  which  our  sentence  is  to  be  pronoun- 
ced,) I  feel  compelled  to  declare,  without  calling  on  you  to  swell 
the  catalogue,  that  enough  of  these  have  fallen  under  my  own  ob^ 
servation  to  justify  the  assertion  in  the  Review.  I  have  known, 
for  instance,  an  Elector  to  have  openly  avowed,  before  the  exami- 
nations commenced,  that  he  would  vote  for  a  particular  candidate^ 
because  he  liked  his  brother.  I  have  known,  upon  another  election, 
the  candidate  who  was  confessedly  the  most  distinguished  for  scho- 
larship and  talent  rejected,  because  the  convenience  of  the  College 
required  a  mathematician.  At  one  time  a  man  is  avowedly  oppo- 
sed because  he  writes  quick,  and  the  Fellows  are  afraid  of  vivacity  i 
at  another  because  he  is  said  to  love  a  joke,  and  the  Fellows  are 
afraid  of  sar/easm*.    I  am  well  aware  that 

and  they  are  mysteries  too,  which  it  is  not  very  pleasant  to  be  thus 
forced  to  unravel :  but  a  sense  of  justice  towards  the  party  attacked 
obliges  me  to  remind  you  of  particulars,  that  might  otherwise  have 
been  left  untouched ;  and  whatever  uneasy  feelings  the  exposure 
may  awaken  in  the  breasts  of  those  concerned,  must  be  imputed  not 
to  you  or  me,  who  only  discharge  a  painful  duty,  but  to  the  short- 
sighted reasoner  who  has  thus  fixed  attention  upon  points,  which 
no  real  friend  to  Oxford  could  wish  to  see  discussed,  except  for 
the  purposes  of  reproof  and  risfprmation. 

I  proceed  to  consider  the  mode  of  examination,  which  the  Re- 
viewer styles  a  solemn  farc^^.^and  the  Chamjui^; applauds  as  a  well- 
devised  and  sufficient  test  of  attainment  and  ab^ity.  Yet,  you  will 
observe,  that  not  even  the  Champion,  writing  under  our  correction, 
has  ventured  to  say  one  word  for  «the  Sorites  and  theEgv^uake,'' 
as  they  are  called  in  the  Review,  that  is,  I  presume,  (and  evidently 
the  Champion  agrees  in  giving  die  same  meaning  to  the  passage,) 
for  the  barbarous  logic  and  childish  physics,  that  form  an  integral 
portion  of  this  well-devised  trial  of  ability.  At  this  time  of  day  it 
will  scarcely  be  believed,  that  one  part  of  the  examination,  on 
whose  merits  the  parties  before  us  are  at  issue,  actually  consists  in 
analyzing  the  last  dribbles  of  Aldrich,  and  turning  into  worse  than 
questionable  Latin  the  philosophy  of  Goldsmith's  Animated  Na* 
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turje.  As  these;  points,  however^  are  virtually  abandoned  in  the 
defence,  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  with  more  than  the  compo- 
sition in  X>atin  and.  English  prose,  and  off  hand  rendering  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  which  the  Champion  considers,  very  properly,  the  main 
hrapcheiS  of  the  examination ;  which,,  if  wisely  and  skilfully  applied, 
would  be  the  best  possible  tests  of  knowledge  and  talent  \  and 
which,  nevertheless,  m/iy  be  so  managed,  as  to  deserve  the  being 
cLiMedt  ^ccprding  to  the  words  of  the  Review,  with  the  memorable 
« Earthquake  and  Sorites,''  as  farcical  items  in  a  trial  that  is 
jqierely  nominal. 

On.the  <<  oiF-hand  rendering"  of  Greek  and  Latin  authors  I  re- 
.quest  you  to  observe,  and  I  call  upon  all  who  are  accustomed  to 
act  as  Examiners  to  support  my  opinion,  that  the  bare  translation 
of  a  pasfiiage  in  an  ancient  Classic,  whether  it  has  been  previously 
seen  by  the  translator  or  not,  can  a£Ford  no  proof  that  he  either 
quickly  apprehends  his  author,  if  new  to  him,  or  has  fuUy  mas** 
tered  his  meaning  and  spirit,  if  an  old  acquaintance.  If  there  be 
iio  questioning  upon  the  passage  construed,  no  means  adopted  by 
the  examiner  to  sift  the  notions  of  the  candidate,  nor  opportpnity 
allowed  to  the  candidate  of  explaining,  and  enforcing,  and  en- 
larging upon  his  notions  to  the  Examiner,  none  in  short  of  those 
ample  powers,  which  the  method  pursued  in  the  University  e:^- 
aminat^ons  furnishes  for  ascertaining  the  real  proficiency  and 
jlepth  of  the  aspurants  .after  public  honors,  the  task  proposed 
must  be,  in  its  own  nature,  absolutely  farcical*  This  is  the  real 
.*^ parade i^  the  true  florishing  of  the  weapon,  whose  use  may  not 
be  fully  understood,  since  it  is  not  fairly  proved.  It  can  afford 
nothing  like  a  test  of  either  knowledge  pr  ability}  and  such,  in- 
deed, is  the  expressed  judgment  of  the  Champion  himself.  In  his 
hypothetical  trial  and  rejection  of  the  poor  Reviewer,  whom  he 
imagines  standing  for  a  fellowship,  he  has  allowed  that,  <<  in  mere 
consiruingf'  the  satirist  might  perhaps  "  equal  his  brother  candi" 
dates.*'  If,  therefore,  according  to  the  Champion's  own  admis- 
sion, so  «  worthless  a  tooP'  as  the  Reviewer,  <f  without  one  single 
dassical  element  discernible  in  his  intellectual  or  moral  character ^^ 
might  stand  this  branch  of  the  ordeal  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
tb^  .other  competitors,  it  is  evident  that  it  must  be  utterly  defective 
.and  useless  as  a  criterion  of  merit  \  and  thus  the  composition  in 
Latin  and  English  will  alone  be  left,  the  sole  portion  of  the  exami- 
nation, which  the  Champion  can,  with  any  consistency,  affect  to 
defend,  and  to  the  consideration  of  which  he  must  now  allow  me 
topaBs: 

Utor  permisso,  caudaeque  pilcis  ut  equinse 
paulatim  vello,  et  demo  unum,  demo  etiam  unum ! 
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and  t  am  much  mistaken,  if,  b^  the  tln^e  that  vte  hare  done  with, 
him  I  shall  leave  a  single  hair  in  his  tail. 

In  mercy  to  you  and  to  myself,  and  I  mi^t  add,  to  the  redoubt- 
able Champion,  I  shall  spare  you  the  fine  writing  about  the  Areopa- 
gus, St.  Paul,  and  the  imagination  of  Goths,  witli  w:hich  he  iatz 
mystified  this  part  of  the  subject.  Summary  reasoning  is  the 
style  of  authority,  and  I  hope  to  decide  the  present  question 
in  a  manner  as  plain  and  tangible  as  that  which  i  have  employed 
with  all  the  test.  I  put  it  to  yourself,  as  a  writer  of  some  stand- 
ing, and  to  all  who  have  any  knowledge  or  practice  in  the  art  Of 
composition,  whether  a  school-boy  tfime  of  four  pages,  perhaps 
on  a  subject  that  would  require  a  volume,  can  afibrd  a  rair  critetioti 
of  either  genius  or  facility.  Who  does  not  know  that  the  dozing, 
priggish,  methodical  young  man,  whose  *^  blossom^  are  so  effec- 
tually <<  set^**  that  there  is  no  chance  or  promise  of  ulterior  derelope- 
ment,  is  just  the  person  to  produce  such  a  tame  and  stunted  theme, 
as  the  Fellows  of  the  open  Colleges  are  just  the  persons  to  mis- 
take for  a  verv  excellent  and  admirable  essay  ?  Mamma's  owti 
darling  boy,  who  mends  his  pen  and  writes  a  pretty  letter  about 
scenery  or  s^entiment,  is  sure  to  turn  praiseworthy  periods  upon 
<<  trvifiy^  or  ^^famei^  or  any  similar  topic,  that  may  be  tacked  on 
to  any  imaginable  thesis.'  And  will  the  Fellows  of  the  ^eft 
Colleges  pretend  to  say  that  such  an  exercise  is  fit  to  form  a  com- 
ponent part  of  a  great  examination,  or  to  assist  in  drawing  a  ju^t 
conclusioti  ?  A  post-hor^e  might  beat  a  racer  for  a  hundred  yards, 
but  what  member  of  the  jockey-club  would  call  this  an  equitable 
trial  of  comparative  spirit,  or  bottom,  or  speed? 

Nor  must  we  forget,  what  has  been  alreadv  hinted  at,  that  after 
the  compositions,  such  as  they  may  be,  have  been  completed,  their 
merits  are  submitted  to  a  very  peculiar  class  of  critics  atrd  judges. 
This,  however,  is  a  consideration,  to  which  I  should  not  have  in- 
vited your  attention,  had  I  not  been  forced  to  do  so  by  die  Cham- 

<  I  soppoMr  J  shall  be  charged,  as  I  understand  the  Reviewer  to  have 
been^  with  a  partknlaf  ptrumal  application,  in  thi»  sketch  of  a  candidate 
likely  to  prove  successnal  in  the  species  of  examination,  which  precedes 
electiio^  to  an  onen  Fellowshif).  I  think  it  right,^ therefore,  to  disclaim  ttiost 
spliemhly  all  intention  of  aiming  a  blow  at  any  individusd.  T  have  fio  re- 
semments  to  gtMify;  nor  have  Iy«£  come  into  contact  with&sin^e  person, 
whose  hostility  or  triumphs  could  provoke  me  to  a  public  or  pk^ivate  attack. 
My  blood  i»^&^  ^' stir,"  to  '^roase  a  lion,*'  but  certainly  not  *^  to  tiart  a 
6are/^  The  description  is  meant  to  be  as  general,  as  I  bchieve  fhat'in  ttie 
Review  tb  have  been.  I  can  say  no  monr.  If  any  *•  deei"  feel  **  strick- 
en,'' he  must  *'  go  weep,''  but  neither  he  nor  his  friends  have  a  right'tfe»  <(ottl- 
plain.  May  one  not  draw  the  picture  of  a  fool  but  every  body,  whose  con* 
ceit  outruns  his  discretion,  must  cry  out,  like  Sir  Andrew  in  the  -play, 
"  That*  8  me  J I  warrant  you  /" 
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pion.  He  has  diosen  to  give  ut  some  speqim^ns  of  hi9  owp  criti- 
qU  qualifications ;  and  since»  although  styling  hin^self  tb^  m^ml>^r 
qiF  a  dose  College^  he  has  so  identified  himself  in  <;ause  and  charac- 
ter with  the  members  of  tjie  open  Colleges^  that  we  n^ay  fi^irlr 
conceive  him  identified  with  them  in  taste  ai^d  abilities  ^S0|I. 
cannot  err  in  taking  it  for  granted  thsit  hU  Qpipions  and  judg- 
ments must  yield  tolerable  data  for  ascertaininig  whatj  \xT\iet  smilar 
(ircmnst^ncesy  would  be  the  stamp  of  their  diacemment  ^nd  de<:i- 
sion.  Turn  yout  attention,  then,  with  me,  to  the  rxm^isite  sam- 
ples of  his  l^wledge  and  sagacity,  which  I  shall  laypefore  you, 
ifid  learn  how  admirably  fitted  he  and  his  "  parallels"  n)u$t  be  to 
pronounce  upon  the  merits  of  rival  compositions* 

In  talking  of  the  M  views  and  aspirations^  brighter  and  nobler*' 
than  mere  prospects  of  temporal  interest  or  pecuniary  adv9ptage» 
that  are  « to  animate  a  Scotdiman's  exertions  in  the  field  of  learn- 
ing/' the  ]^viewer  has  the  following  passage  :  *^  We  may  at  least 
hold  up  to  his  ambition  those  high  hopes  and  purified  desires,  that 
have  filled  and  fired  exalted  souls  in  every  age.  Present  eminencej^ 
and  future  fame-^be  they  shapes  or  phantoms,  illusions  or  reali- 
ties-^bave  this  solid  and  permanent  advantage — ^they  will  ever  be 
for  generous  spirits  the  cheap  substitute  of  baser  impulses ;  and 
as  an  easy  purchase  of  national  distinction^  may  be  promised  with^ 
out  feary  as  they  may  be  paid  without  extravagance." 

Now  for  the  critique.  **  Were  « Fame'  his  subject  (the  Re- 
viewer's}*' says  the  Champion^ — <<  but  it  has  been  so  already  *%  and 
after  preluding  with  hopes  and  aspirations,  <the  Diapason  ended 
full  in'  cheapness.  Proh  Gloria  !  Where  can  this  be  paralleled  i 
Perhapsi  though  I  doubt  it,  in  Cobbett." — The  Champion's  pro- 
claimed <<  fastidiousness,"  then,  is  thus  violently  outraged,  not  by 
the  conception  of  the  passage,  for  of  com^se  he  cannot  be  ofiepded 
at  a  notion,  sanctioned  by  all  that  is  ennobUng  in  human  nature,  or 
sacred  in  classical  authority,  but  by  the  expression — the  innocent 
and  unpretending  adjective,  which,  he  fondly  hopesi  m^y  be  found 
an  easy  victim,  as  unable,  by  the  received  philosophy  of  language^ 
to  stand  ly  itself.  It  is  cheap  that  grates  upon  the  delicate  fibres 
of  this  sipper  of  green  tea.  Unfortunate  Burke !  Imbecile  prop 
of  the  detested  Noun  !  He  too  must  fall  beneath  the  tremendous 
castigation  of  the  Oxonian  Aristarchus.  In  that  celebrated  pas- 
sage^  which  has  hidierto  been  ranked  with  the  finest  in  the  £n|[lish 
laiiguage9->in  tha;t  passage^  where  the  unavengied  wrongs  of  the 
nurdered  Queen  of  France  call  forth  bis  indignant  apostrophe  to 
d^in^  and  his  lament  for  its  decline^'    he  too^  un^pX}S(i;iQUS 
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of  the  destined  ladh,  has  ventured,  after  "  preluding^'  with  *<  oAs,** 
and  "visions/*  and  "generous  loyalty,**  and  "subordination  of 
the  heart,"  and  the  "  pride. of  Europ«i  extinguished  fot  ever,**  to 
swell  the  "Diapason"  with  "the  Unbougkt  grace  of  life,  the 
CHEAP  defence  of  Nations,  the  nurse  of  manly  sentiment  and 
heroic  enterprise  is  gone  f* — I  quote  from  memory,  but  I  feeF 
sure  that  1  quote  correctly.  They  are  words  which  must  be 
written  on  the  heart  of  every  one,  but  the  Champion  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford. 

Burke  has  been  usually  esteemed,  not  only  an  orator  of  exalted 
fancy,  but  an  eminent  master  of  the  English  tongfve,  and  especiaffy 
powerful  and  happy  in  his  choice  and  application  of  a  nervou^ 
diction.  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  Reviewer  had  in  view  the 
passage  I  have  quoted,  in  adopting  the  fatal  monosyllable,  that 
has  exposed  him  to  the  formidable  satire  of  his  antagonist,  and  .t;hat 
he  conceived  the  mine,  in  which  he  was  digging,  so  pure  and  clas- 
sical, that  none  would  be  found  willing  to  asperse  the  virgin  ore 
extracted  ffom  its  wealth.  Of  course  Burke  and  he  must  now  stand 
equally  condemned.  The  Champion  has  said  that  they  are  wrong ;  '• 
and  who,  on  points  of  taste,  would  argue  with  the  Champion  ?^ 

But,  perhaps,  it  is  the  conception  of  the  passage,  after  all,  that 
hds  had  some  share  at  leaist  in  routing  the  Champion's  indignation. 
He  may  not  be  fond  of  cheap  impulses  applied  to  himself,  nor 
apptove  of  their  application  to  others.  He  may  think  that  the  best 
part  of  the  Olympian  prize  was,  not  the  few  twigs  of  olive,  that> 
in  the  eyes  of  Greece,  raised  mortals  to  the  level  of  the  gods,  or 
the  place  in  Findar*s  poetry,  that  rendered  their  fame  eternal,  but 
the  five  hundred  drachms  from  the'  Athenian  treasury,  and  the 
public  maintenance  for  fife,  that  were  the  substantial  fruits  of 
victory.  Nay,  he  miay  quote  classical  authority  to  second  him, 
and  extract  the  only  blot  from  the  funeral  oration  in  Thucydides 
aS  the  text  and  rule  of  his  opinbn.  The  co^gXi/xo^  (rrl^flevo^-^the 
•*  profitable  crown" — he  may  esteem,  with  Pericles,  the  most 
effective  stimulus  to  virtue.  Thus  it  is  that  some  men  turn  a  clas- 
sical education  to  good  account,  and  have  an  eye  to  the  useful  in 
every  branch  of  literature  or  knowledge.  And  thus,  too,  we  may 
at  last  discover  what  the  Champion  means  by  that  absence  of  clas- 
sic elements  which  he  imputes  as  the  vital  fault  of  the  Reviewer's 
intellectual  character.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  decide  whether  accuser 
or  accused  is  more  justly  blanleable  on  so  delicate  a  point.  Per- 
haps, as  the  world  goes,  the  Champion*s  commercial  estimate  of 
stimulants  may  have  more  practical  truth;  and  it  doubtless  ac- 
cords much  better  with  the  views,  which  his  own  situation  must 
inspire.    He  is  probably  some  youth  possessed  with  a  very  laud- 
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able  anxiety  for  getting  forward  in  the  paths  of  jpatronage,— «ome 
fellowling,  who  had  «<  rather*'  not  «<  be  a  kitten  and  cry  mew" 
any  longer.  An  attack  upon  the  Edinburgh  Review  is  likely  to 
help  him  out  of  his  obscurity,  and,  notwithstanding  the  ennui^ 
with  which  this  task  afflicts  me,  he  has  my  best  hopes  and  wishes, 
that  nothing  may  impede  his  progress  to  a  Deanery.  He  is  right 
upon  the  track,  that  has  been  trodden  by  others  before  him, 

"/(TTW  yij  h  Toircp  weii- 

May  no  unhicky  stumbling-block  prove  fatal  to  his  onward  course  ! 
Ob  his  own  vis  inertite  he  may  reckon  with  security. 

But  he  must  not  impinge  upon  the  crusts  of  criticism.  Besides 
the  indiscreet  condemnation  of  Burke,  already  noticed,  our  duty 
towards  the  Reviewer  must  oblige  us  to  advert  to  some  further 
conunents  upon  his  style,  equally  unfortunate.  Now  that  we  are 
upon  this  subject,  we  may  as  well  view  the  several  passages  toge- 
dier.  Like  Junius  I  will  <<  collect"  for  you  <<  the  scattered  sweets,'^ 
though  I  will  not  say  voihose  <<  sense''  their  <<  united  virtue"  is  to 
w  torture.** 

The  Reviewer  has  said  that  ^<  taste  and  genuine  enthusiasm 
should  lead  the  scholar,  in  studying  the  models  of  antiquity,  rather 
to  imitate  than  worship,  rather  to  emulate  than  imitate.**    The 
X3iampion  sneers  at  this  mode  of  expression,  and  has  a  facetious 
^  friend**  who  ^<  H»dP*  observes  that  it  will   <<  read  just  as  well 
backwards  as  forwards.'*    If  this  very  funny  person  smned  against 
knowledge,  and  intended  to  get  the  Champion  into  a  scrape,  we 
must  say  that  the  sooner  the  latter  shall  stiike  liim  off  the  list  of 
his  <<  friends,"  the  better  will  it  be  for  his  interests.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  joked  in  honest  ignorance,  we  must  mark  our  consterna- 
tion and  concern  that  there  should  exist  tisx)  persons  in  the  University 
of  Oxford  unable  to  follow  the  Reviewer  to  the  classical  sources, 
from  which  not  only  his  expression,  but  his  sentiment  appears  to 
have  been  drawn.    In  the  first  place,  the  words,  at  least  to  my 
apprehension,  convey  no  <<  definition  of  enthusiasm,"  but  rather 
a  direction  as  to  the  proper  end  and  genuine  uses  of  ancient  litera* 
ture  ;  and  secondly,  the  spirit  of  the  remark  is  evidently  taken 
from  Bolingbroke,  as  the  diction  is  borrowed,  almost  directly,  from 
Boileau.    In  his  precepts  for  translation  Boileau  has  said  that  <<  a 
good   writer  will  jouster  contre  Voriginal^  rather  imitate  than 
irandate^  and  rather  emulate  than  imitate^*  and  Bolingbroke, 
expanding  a  maxim,  fraught  with  real  philosophy,  and  transferring 
\k  to  his  own  object,  the  use  of  historical  study,  has  added,  <<  Now, 
to  improve  by  examples  is  to  improve  by  imitation :  We  must 
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catch  the  fprit^if  we  can>  and  conform  oufaelreii  to  the  reason  of 
Uiem  ;  hot  we  must  not  afiect  to  t^andale  servilelj  into  oiir  con* 
duct  the  particular  conduct  of  those  good  and  great  men^  whose 
images  history  sets  before  jus."'  The  ReWewer  has  applied  to  the 
studj  o£  Classical  Literature  thatf  which  Bolingbroke  has  apfdied 
to  the  study  of  History,  and,  though  both  Jiave  ttajasfused  into 
their  observations  the  liyely  language  of  Boileaui  there  is  no 
plagiarism  in  either  one  case  or  the  other.  Great  writers  give  a 
currency  to  sentences  as  well  as  words,  and  make  them  pass  as  nreely 
in  the  republic  of  letters.  It  seems,  however,  that  there  may  he 
critics  found  to  question  the  value  of  any  thing,  and  to  deny  the 
authbrity  of  any  stamp  or  super9cripl3on.  * 

Burke,  Bolingbroke,  and  Boileau,— -all  at  one  fell  swoop  t  How 
was  the  Revie^^er  to  escape  ?  I  even  begin  to  tremble  for  myself. 
Although  I  have  avoided,  with  all  possible  care,  any  interference 
with  the  rhetorical  department  of  the  Champion,  I  am  not  «ure 
that  he  may  not- pick  holes  in  my  sin^ple  style,  iand  tell  us  that  our 
judgment  is  not  drawn  up  according  to  the  Oxford  rules  of  coip^ 
position.  But  at  least  I  have  substantiated  my  statement,  in  show* 
ing  that  the  canons  of  criticism,  by  which  the  themes  produced  at 
these  examinations  for  fellowships  will  probably  be  tried,  are  of  a 
very  j7^^iar  complexion.  -  '      ' 

There  is  only  one  other  morsel  that  need  be  considered^  to  prove 
still  further  the  knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  Champion*  -  His 
last  condemnation  of  the  style -of  the  Reviewer  is  conceived  as 
follows:— *<f He  may  persist  in  writing  such  enigmas  msteadof 
sentences  as  <the  Stoqks  and  Bardi  of  alternate  annotation,'  and  in 
reckoning  <  local  knowledge'  among  the  ingredients  of  literary 
fanie/'— -The  latter  clause  of  this  remark  merely  shows  ^  writer 
to  be  unacquainted  with  an  amusing  fairy  tale,  for  which  I  most 
sincerely  pity  him,  as  I  pity  every  man  that  loses  a  laugh ;  but 
the  first  claulse  is  either  a  piece  of  affected  ignorance,  for  the  sake 
of  a  sorry  jest  in  the  Appendix,  or  forms  the  most  melancholy  in- 
stance of  confined  acquirements  upon  record.  Were  he  as  well 
versed  in  Commentators,  as  (  am  forced  to  be,  he  must  have 
known  that  StipkeSf  or  Stocks^  and  Bardu  or  .f<  dM  and  sensekM 
fellmsy^  are  the  epithets,  which  these  courteous  gentlemen,  in 
their  « alternate  annotations,**  are  constantly  bestowing  on  each 
other.  Nay,  had  he  but  turned  up  the  octayo  edition  of  Ains- 
worth's  Dictionary,  iDhich  is  not  muck  dearer  thqnthe  Oxford  Cd" 
lendar,  he  must  have  found  '<  Bardus,  a,  um,  adj.  **  DidUwitied^ 
foolish,  heavy,  sloao,*  with  Ciceroniati  authority  for  its  Hse.'  It  is 
precisely  the  epithet,  which  the  Reviewer,  who  seems  ^  fon^  of 
assigning  the  most  significant  predicate  to  every  subject,  would 
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ivadifiibte^ly  agpjly  tp  O^p  Champion,  wmr^  hff  WP^  ^  l^tin- 
qpinmc^  op  |^  l^^Fs  ^d,  %  ^pigbt  that  yji^  haire  ^ejaq,  I  fe»r 
ibsft  yfeco}i\i  qot  deny  the  justice  of  (}i6  s|pp^|C9tipn• 

flawing  npyr  coQsi4^red  vei^  fully  fb^  l^Ojdp  pf  fia^iixiin%tiQO 
whiph  preyafb  ii^  the  open  Cdleg^ii  jit  c^  )i;ur41y  bfi  o^e^es^i^ry 
for  nie  to  ^4^,  eid^er  upon  youir  par(  pr  my  piv^^  tliat  tl^e  Reyip^i^r 
appear^  tb  be  pnjtt^i^y  bpri^^  opt  by  ^^  ii]i  ^l  diat  he  l^  ^Up^f  d 
cpnc^puug  it;  and  thatj  whateyeir  we'may  think  pf  thp z^s^I*  iiir# 
Ijfaye  i^o  grf|at  reason  to  adxnire  th^  discretiqi^  qf  fh^  g^i|()efP^i 
wji^o  ksis  c^ndef^yqured  to  defen4  it*  Hi^  Pind^x  might  ^¥^  t^Pght 
\um,  that  silence  is  often  pot  oi^y  tjie  ^^fe^^  hvjt  ^e  ^puPdfi^ 
policy.  I  shoulfl  h^sfen  to  ^nptheir  ^ubj^ct^  wef^  mys|ttenti$p 
nqt  arreste4  l>y  ^  paragraphi  introduc(ed  intq  tii)§  part  pf  the  p^n^r 
phi^,  apd  ^mch,  for  several  reas9ns,  deofiaqdn.  it  littlp  iilimtir 
version. 

^  «f  Some,"  s^y?  the  authpT*  <f  may  b^  incline  tP  thiuk,  that 
HteraTy  s^ttaii^^i^nts  alcH^e  should  b^  reiq^ited  ftqpfif  ^nAl^^v 
and  he  disposed  to  join  issue  on  the  propriety  pjF  taJcip^  hi^  moral 
character  intp  the  account.  To  these  the  answer  is  pl^lQ*  S<%mid 
priiidpie  as^d  $;pipmon  sense,  the  nature  of  pur  e^tabU^pi^^,  th#. 
object  of  our  Institution,  and  (I  i^qyhi  not)  th^  will  tOQ  c^  tlf^ 
founders,  seem  to  concur  in  fprpiiig  v^f  to  Jpqi:  for  bo^.  rr-SP  fw 
the  Cban[ipio;i  is  unquestionably  rigl^.  |  cani^ojti  M^dof^,  ^^ppPilPs 
d^  anybody  i^^ould  be  fodish  enough  tP  4i9pute  hi?  pp$^^n>  smi4 
to  d^iy,  that  |n  electing  tq  ^  fpllQwship*  the  vc^efs  ^re  bp¥in4  Ml 
duty  and  conscience  to  considetr,  not  with  ^.  ^ixit  of  pru^^ry  9^^ 
inquisitorial  hars^ess,  but  fairly  ;^^4  hpnfi^tly  to  cpn^^fTf  ^ 
moral  character  of  candidates.  I  am  yerv  much  mi3t9ken  if  thft 
writer  pf  the  pamphlet  anticipated  s^^y  objection  tP  sp  rea^iuii>te 
an  assumption  as  this,  pr  inserted  thei  pa3^ge  ^tk  ^y  pther.  yie^ 
than  for  the  sal:$  pf  stringing  toge^er  ^  %&fie$  oi  insjinua^im^ 

s^gainst  the  private  character  pf  an  indii^dual,  in  whpfte  reputatipi^ 
I  uke  a  natural  interest.  I  am  led  to  tlus  ponclusipn  fv^m  thft 
curious  and  complete  coincidence  that  ep$t%  between  fbe  language 
of  the  ff  Letter,"  and  that  of  a  previpus  pubUcation,  eyid^ntly  prpr. 
ceeiding  from  ^e  same  hand,  tP  which  my  attention  w?i  attract 
by  a  foolish  calumny  against  myself,  that  adorned  its  pagiC).  Th^ 
sai4  publication,  under  the  proud  title  of  the  <<Oj({prd  B^evfew/^ 
of  cpur$e  comprised  the  whold  <<  disposable  talent"  at  pre^e^t  afloat 
in  Ae  Uniyer^tjT*  Such  talent  as  the  Qhampipn'<9  pqu14  opt  bo 
omitted ;  and  besides,  the  strictures  pn  the  E4ix\burgh  &eyjieH& 
contained  in  the  Number  that  feU  mtP  my  bands,  ^  F^y^ed  to 
^ve  dropped  from  the  same  ingenuous  pen,  wlUcfi  tr^d  thtt 
^'Letter,?  by  several  indisputable  tokens.  Therct  is  the  same 
soreness  and  wriggling  under  the  lash  of  the  Reviewi^r  i  th^  Sime 
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blunder  sibout  Engena,  'wblcti  f  shall  presently  notice  iii  the  <*  Ii^-» 
ter ;"  and,  above  all,  the  same  istrain  of  slanderous  imputation,  and 
hints  of  loose  habits  and  religious  scepticism,  and  unfitness  for 
the  company  of  open  FeIlow»,  aimed  against  an  object  of  the 
Writer's  fear  or  envy,  or  dislike.  Now,  in  the  <<  Oxford  Review/^ 
this  object  is  too  distinctly  specified  to  be  mistaken,  and  dierefore 
I  apprehend  that  we  cannot  be  wrong  in  believing,  that  the  less 
palpable  hits  in  the  present  pamphlet  are  directed,  with  equal 
purity  of  intention,  against  the  <<  young  man,^  almost  named  in*  ita 
{Predecessor,  of  ^diom  I  know  something,  and  you  must  know, 
something  too,  and  who  lately  finished  at  Oxford  a  career,  Azt 
coutd  have  given  pain  to  none  out  his  enemies.  Should  this  sus*; 
picion  be  just,  and  should  the  allusions  of  the  Champion  be  reaBy 
intended  for  that  voung  man,  whose  sins,  whatever  they  may  be,, 
were  never  those  of  cold-blooded  malignity,  or  rancorous  jealousy, 
-—whose  ^<  low  debauchery"  consisted  in  a  free  and  intimate  society 
with  ^1  the  persons  most  distinguished  for  rank,  talent,  and  accom-> 
plishment,  that  his  time  and  College  could  boast,— and  whose 
<(  besotted  infiddity"  consists  in  a  warm  and  zealous  attachment 
to  sound  theology  and  practical  religion,  unstained  by  bigotry, 
hypocrisy,  or  cant, — it  will  be  oiir  imperious  duty  to  express  our 
horror  at  so  wicked  and  preposterous  a  libel.  In  this  case  the 
characters  of  Liar,  Slanderer,  and  Coward,  must  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  brow  of  the  Reviewer  to  that  of  his  anonymous 
assailant.  This  is  the  only  warmth,  into  which  I  have  been  be^ 
trayed,  but  it  is  coldness  itself  to  what  your  honest  indignation 
would  prompt,  were  the  sentence  to  be  worded  by  yourself.  The 
same  titles  shall  be  branded  on  the  front  of  the  defamer,  as  soon 
as  he  shall  venture  to  reveal  it,  even  although  it  should  half-disarm 
severity  to  see  that  <<  it  is  no  lion,  but  Snug  the  jokier"  who  ap- 
pears. There  is  but  one  consideration,  that  can  induce  me  to 
retract  this  resolution.  If  the  writer  of  the  pamphlet  be  reaUy  a 
female,  as  some  peculiarities  of  style  and  disposition  have  induced 
many  to  suppose, — although  Miss  should  not  be  so  pert, — my 
habitual  gallantry  will  prevent  me  from  ascribing  her  delinquen- 
cies to  anything  worse  than  the  sexual  love  of  scandal,  and  pro- 
pensity to  tattle. 

*<  But  it  is  more  than  time,"  says  the  pamphlet,  '<  to  return  to  the 
last  clause  of  the  Reviewer's  accusation,  in  which  he  tells  us,  that 
the  Examination  is  merely  nominal,  the  real  road  to  success  lying 
through  a  low  previous  personal  canvass.'' 

You  will  perceive  that  the  Justice  of  this  impeachment  depends 
so  entirely  upon  the  truth  of  tne  two  charges  previously  discussed, 
that  we  have,  in  fact,  already  pronounced  as  to  its  merits.  It  is 
literally  compounded  of  both  the  oth^r  clauses,  and  should  not. 
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even  upon  the  Aldrichian  principles  of  true  diviston,  which  the 
Champion  might  haVe  been  expected  to  rememberi  haye  been 
separated  ftdm  theiii.  If  the  trial  be  a  mere  farce,  as  the  Oxonian's 
own  statements  prove,  ^nd  if  instances  of  gross  partiality  be  fre- 
quent, and  notorious,  and  never  until  now  denied,  it  is  merciful  in 
die  Reviewer,-— and  tb^  cannot  wish  to  aggravate  the  spirit  of  his' 
imputations, — to  ascribe  thetii  to  nothing  worSe  than  a  love  of 
homage  and  obsequiousness,  that  is  the  too  common  resuk  of  z 
motiastic  life  and  habits.  It  is  no  ansWef  to  the  Reviewer's  a^s^- 
tion  to  say,  that  <<  the  non-resident  electors  form,  in  the  Societies  spo^ 
ken  of,  usually  at  least  one  half  of  the  body/^  Country-clergymen^' 
or  Town-hwyers,  come  up  to  these  elections  more  as  a  matter  of 
ceremony,  to  see  their  friends,  and  have  a  common-room  joUifiCa-* 
tion,  than  with  any  serious  intentions  of  sifting'candidates,  or  much' 
care  for  the  result.  It  is  their  annual  ploy,  and  nothing  more. 
Even  were  the  Examinations  *<  strict"  and  « searching,**  which 
they  are  not,  it  is  not  likely  that  much  share  in  them  would  be' 
allowed  to  those,  who  are  rusted  in  their  Greek  and  Latin ;  and 
even  were  it  possible  to  believe  that  the  wish  to  see  <<  the  body 
they  belong  to,  ornamented  with  distinguished  men*'  could  be  a 
current  motive  in  a  place,  where  "  talent"  is  esteemed  <•  a  bond  of 
Union  obnoxiously  personalf^^  there  would  not,  in  general,  be  any- 
thing but  University  honors  to  mark  out  for  theif  choice  these 
<<  distinguished  men,"  and  University  honors,  as  the  Champion 
himself  declares,  are  often  thrown  out  of  consideration  altogether. 
What  then  is  left  us  to  infer,  but  that  the  onus  of  admission  or 
rejection  must  devolve  upon  « the  resident  and  canvassed  bre- 
thren i*'  andy  according  to  that  whi^h  we  have  seen  to  be  the 
mode  and  usual  result  of  the  elections,  what  milder  theory  can  be 
hazarded,  than  that  <*  personal  canvass,"  and  complete  devptedness, 
must  be  the  main  springs  to  actuate  and  determine  them  T 

With  regard  to  the  Oriel  Elections  for  the  year  1821,  and  the 
particiilar  case  introduced,  with  so  much  delicacy  and  discretion,  by 
the  Champion,  I  can  but  say,  that  did  I  conceive  the  Reviewer  to 
have  aimed  a  blow  at  any  individual,  or  to  have  intended  personal 
applications  of  any  sort  in  this  passage  of  his  paper,  I  should  consi- 
der, if  not  the  half-year's  labors  of  the  costive  Fellow,  at  least  the 
snatches  of  broken  and  interrupted  leisure,  which  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  on  his  performance,  as  absolutely  wasted.  The  writer, 
whose  satire  could  descend  to  such  game  as  a  couple  of  probationers, 
might  be  a  very  fit  object  for  the  attacks  of  the  Champion,  but 
could  never  have  deserved  from  me  a  moment's  thought,  or  from 
you  and  me  a  judicial  vindication. 

'  Vide  Appendix,  p.  69. 
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Vmdic0um  I  well  ip^y  call  it»  as  far  a^  w^  h^ye  je%  proqeededj^  tince 
both  on  ^e  fir^(  head  yre  were  pbliged  to  coiacide  with  the  Re-i 
viewer^  an4  on  the  three  <<  clau.3e8  or  counts^of  tl^s  second  head  al^Oji 
I  fear  we  must  2&xxn  that  <<  the  p^iality  of  the  electors^  th^  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  test,  the  farce  of  the  exainination^''  instead  of  being 
^.cfalse/^  <<de§pic^blei"  and  <<  iqjurioys"  ^pcusations,  as  Oxonian 
ifi^knesf^  styles  them>  b^ye  been  only  too  well  grounded}  s|nd  too 
fully  prpTe4. 

j  rejpicey  however.  ^  r^^ch  ^t  last  2^  part  of  our  enquiryt  where 
we  cs^  haye  the  satistactiop  qf  agreeing  with  the  Champion.  Tie 
violent  aiid  indeppvous  laoguagej  by  which  one  paragraph  of  the 
Reyiewer^§.  inyectiye  is  di^ogureds  iQay  jiaye  precedent  to  counte- 
nance;! ^ut  has  nothing  to  ^xcu^  it.  Without  imputing  it  to 
«  had  feHingi* '  or  f«  studied  yirulence.'*  or  «<  ill-requited  passion*^ 
— (on  tiai  pbint»  by  tlip  way»  it  would  as  well  becpxne  Oxfprd  to 
be  silent,  )'!-T^  s^nj  other  metive  tl^an  high  spirits  and  a  prppetisity 
to  jesting,  our  cpndemoataQ^  must  be  unhesitating,  explicit,  and 
severe.  It  is.  no  justification,  in  pur  eyes,  tp  remember  ^at  far 
worse  ofiences,  of  the  saipe  kind^  had  been  comniitted  by  the 
<<  distinguished  Head,"  whose  works  the  close  Fellow  ha^  for- 
gotten to  sum  up  with  that  elegant  and  amiable  atjtack  upcxi  a 
hying  clergyman,  which  set  so  pleasant  an  example  to  an  admiring 
University  of  the  orthodox  mode  ^n  conducting  literary  warfarej^ 
or  to  preceive  that  the  Reviewer's  worst  delinquencies  are  mere 
milk-and*water  to  the  frenzied  bitterness  of  the  Champioq  him^ 
self.  The  RevieMrer  had  no  right  to  forget  the  mighty  mits^cr  of 
Athenian  mirth  and  wisdom^-r 

and  that  he  at  least  must  be  included  in  the  spirit  of  a  precept,  which 
should  govern  more  than  poets  in  the  sport  of  the  intellectual  aiens. 
Under  such  an  impression  he  would  have  especially  avoided  a 
certain  foul  similitude,  by  which  I  fear  he  was  rogue  enough  ta 
insinuate  something  else  than  mental  peculiarities  in  the  objects 
of  his  satire.  Notwithstanding  the  maxim  of  Aristotle,*  and  tlie 
great  atdhority  conveyed  in  the  very  appropriaie  motto^  to  a  pam- 
phlet already  noticed,  I  cannot  esteena  natural  defects  a  prcpev 
theme  for  ridicule. 

But  while  we  thus  heartily  concur  with  the  Champion  m  eon*, 
demning  the  coarse  language  of  one  part  of  the  Review^  and  only 
wbh  that  he  too  had  practised  as  he  preaches,  we  must  not  saflef 
him  to  repres^t  a  writer  upon  (<  Classical  Education"  as  wondeiing 

'  Aristophaiiis  Ranse.  *  De  Poetica— §  U.  Edit.  Tyrwhitt. 

^  JEyefo  ne  credite,  Teucri. 


S3]  OifiitdmdildMUrghOmmwerijf.       <    167 

AtSih  hk  subjcicft  by  anlverting  to  ^  state  b(  things  a(  OifoM,  nAi^ 
rte^tiaf^  of  uief  importance  of  ancieiit  literatut^^  and(  the  Betrt 
iric^and  i>f  pttimoting  the  studt  of  it  in  a  dfierent  quaiiei'.    I  ^vfe 
tt>  think  that  itif  membet  of  a  learned  Efddy  should  state  it  a^  his 
Waking  (ipinibn,  that  there  i§  «^  no  one  natttral  eotihectidii^*  B^ 
tWeM  ^  places  and  persons'^  devbted  tb  the  same  good  ^ttse",  and 
ifiUtUally  interested  in  each  other's  welfare.    This  lar  not  the  seht!- 
txi^t  of  *<  a  man,  a  real  man,  just  as  whole  in  be^  a^  in  uhdei^- 
^tanding,**  as  the  Chainpion  modestljr  designates  himself  zhi  his 
brother  Coll^latls.    Throughout  the  great  fraternity  of  litetattrr^, 
every  inditridual  has  a  common  stake  and  interest  m  the  geneiiafl 
ptosperlty*    For  myself,  without  oite  person^  motive  foi^  being 
attached  to  Oxford  as  afl  UniTerdty,  I  can  never  cease  tb  rejoice 
m  her  improvement  and  exult  in  her  disdnction ;  and  I  diily  db 
her  justice  in  believing  that  all  her  best  and  brightest  sons  ate 
inspired    with  the  same  fedings  towards  the  seat  of  aciehCb. 
and  learning,  With  which  I  am  liow  mote  immediately  connected. 
Nor  can  we  much  commend  the  prudence  of  the  pamphleteet 
in  starting  off,  at  this  point  of  his  tirade,  to  <'  restir  the  ^es^*  cf 
the  former  controversy  between  Oxford  and  the  Edinbui^h  R^ 
tie^.    If  he  wished  tb  tickle  t>t.  Copleston,  he  had  better  not 
have  revived  the  memory  of  a  paper->war,  which  the  Ttodstft  cah 
liever  see  or  eat  a  batn^door  J&ad'  without  rememlberifig.    If  to 
iitol  Oxford  were  his  obj^ect,  h'e  at  least  shbiild  hot  have  appealed 
to  a  persoii  educated  withift  die  wsdls  of  that  Univiersity  for  his 
judgment  on  the  questioA^    Whatever  uhittsttucted  lookeT^*oh 
might  have  thought  of  the  issue  of  that  debate,  you  and  I  are  well 
aware  of  how  mudi  bold  misrepresent^tibn  and  florid  cbforihjg 
was  necessary  for  making  out  a  plausible  anS#er  tb  die  homl^- 
thrusts  of  the  Review.    Nay,  even  at  this  day,  ^e  know  what'  is 
the  real  state  of  Oxbhiari  Mathematics,  and  that  the  fooleries, 
and  far  from  harmless  fooleries,  of  Aldrichiati  logic,  as  absurd  afs 
<*  the  dictates  of  Aristotle"  when  <<fistened  tb  as  infallible  dedrees,'' 
ate  still  gi^vely  pkyed  ofi^,  as  an  indkpeAscMe  amusement  in  the 
l^iiobls.    We  know  too  diat,  however  ^o6n  liie  present  esfakhihmjg 
<'  Machine''  might  be  devised  ot  set  sk-goiii^  bv  the  ^'ih^enioiis 
ma^meii/^  (as  die  Champiod,  in  His  sly  way,  afiect^  to  c^  thetti) 
who  had  the  merit  of  inventing  it,  it  M  ohly  of  late  Aat  it  lu^ 
come  into  that  full  swing  and  opetation',  which,  M  sbihe  measiir^, 
deserves  the  praises  of  the  nordietn  critics.    In*  tnith,  tb  the  spi- 
rited stricture^  of  those  critics^  the  whole  spring  and  impulse  d^ 
regenerated  Oxford  must  mainly  be  attributed.    To  them  she 
owes  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  the  rising  generation  can  i^ever 

*  See  the  Edinburgh  Review  upon  the  Doctor's  eloquence. 


168  Professor  Sandford's  Decision  an  the  [24 

V  »■ .  . 

suffkdently  repay.  The  deification  of  her  Champion-  mtght  ,baTe 
decently  been  spared^  but  the  beneficial  correction  of  her  Censors 
should  always  be  acknowledged  with  humility  and  thankfulness* 

As  to  the  difference  of  opinion,  between  the  present  Reviewer 
and  his  assailant,  respecting  the  literary  merits  of  the  Author  of 
<<  Discourses  on  Predestination"  it  is  a  delicate  matter  for  us  to  inter- 
fere. Except,  however,  for  the  remarkable  omission,  in  enumerating 
the  works  of  Dr.  Copleston,  of  the  pamphlet  which  hi$  friends  must 
wish  forgotten,  I  should  be  tempted  to  believe  that  the  difference  is 
only  apparent.  The  chief  distinction  seems  to  be,  that  the  attack  of 
the  Reviewer  is  more  honest  and  direct  than  the  implied  and  lurking 
satire  of  the  Champion.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  a  more  unmanly 
and  abominable  piece  of  sarcastic  personality  than  is  contained  in 
that  apotheosis  of  the  Doctor,  which  constitutes  a  part  of  hisji'iend'f 
pretended  panegyric.  But  the  Champion  has  odd  notions  of  the 
offices  of  friendship.  To  take  this  portly  divine, — this  new  Zib$ 
Oxoniensis,' — ^andf  perch  him  on  a  high  joint-stool,  with  a  night- 
cap of  clouds,  ^^  peering'*  into  the  depths  of  the  firmament,  is  an 
outrage  that  violates  all  rules  of  fair  and  civilized  hostility.  This 
fighting  in  a  mask  is  that  which  /  should  term  comirdice; — 
another  subject  on  which  the  Champion's  notions  are  likewi^ 
singularly  odd. 

For,-— will  it  be  believed  ? — the  same  unfortunate  Reviewer  tp 
whom  are  ascribed  ^*  headstrong  rashness f'  **  pertinacity  of  bold' 
nesSf*  and  half-a-dozen  other  qualities,  which  nothing  but  Oxford 
logic  could  reconcile  with  personal  apprehensions,  is  charged  by 
the  Champion  with  COWARDICE.  To  understand  and  enjoy  the 
full  humor  of  this  ingenious  imputation,  you  must  call  to  your 
recollection  that  the  Reviewer  was  a  single,  unsupported  writer, 
giving  the  fiercest  and  most  forcible  expression  to  opinions,  which, 
he  must  have  been  quite  sure,  would  draw  down  upon  him  the 
open  or  concealed  aversion  of  a  whole  University.  You  mu$t 
remember,  that,  although  obliged,  by  the  nature  ot  the  work  in 
.  which  his  paper  appeared,  to  print  anonymously,  he  took  no  pains 
to  shroud  himself  in  secrecy,  and  even  threw  out  obvious  and 
intelligible  signals  to  the  foe,  that  might  guide  their  forces  to  the 
right  quarter  for  attack*  Tou  must  observe  that  he  gave  the  mo§t 
difficult  but  decisive  proof  of  genuine  courage,  by  braving,  in 
the  cause  of  public  good,  accusations^  certain  to  be  urged,  of 
vanity  and  malice.  And,  if  all  this  be  not  sufficient  to  shield  him 
from^the  slanders  of  an  author,  whose  «  great  revenge"  has  dis- 

'  Such  was  the  title  given  by  the  ancients  to  a  person  that  was  sreqt  in 
any  particular  place — an  l>*o^x«f  A^«xTwp  "  cock  of  his  own  dunghill.  Thus 
AgamemooD  was  called  ztvs  at  Mycense,  Trophonius  at  Lebadea^  ^c. 
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phyedto  indiscriminate  a;  <<  stomach/'  and  who  seems  *  to  have 
imagined  that  <'let  there  be  gall  enough  in  his  ink,  though  he 
wrote  with  a  goose-pen,  no  matter," — the  Champion  himself  has 
armed  us  with  an  argument,  which^  tvf M  him  at  /eos/,  must  be 
conclusive.  His  postscript  informs  me  of  a  magnanimous  ofFer^ 
made  by  him  to  the  Reviewer,  of  suppressing  the  pampMet,  that 
had  cost  so  many  sleepless  weeks  and  neglected  meals  in  its  con- 
coction, and  that  it  is  to  the  Reviewer's  blind  rejection  of  the 
proffered  grace,  that  the  public  stands  indebted  for  its  diversion^ 
and  I  for  the  soporiferous  task  of  crushing  stingless  imbecility. 
Now,  whatever  you,  or  I,  or  the  world  at  large,  may  think  of 
the  quantity  of  nerve  required  for  this  exertion,  there  is  surely 
one  person,  whose  opinion  of  the  battery  prepared  and  threatened 
must  fill  him  with  wonder  at  the  hardihood,  that  could  thus  defy 
and  even  summon  its  discharge. 

The  reasoning,  on  which  the  Champion  grounds  this  charge  of 
cowardice,  is  quite  in  his  own  style, — that  is,  despite  of  Aldrich, 
the  reverse  of  syllogistic.  It  seems  that  in  the  later  impressions 
of  the  article  assailed,  we  shall  find  the  allusion  to  those  «  obscene 
verses  in  a  newspaper,  and  Discourses  on  Predestination"  which 
are  among  the  recent  literary  triumphs  of  an  open  College,  altered 
into  <<  learned  drivelling,  and  marrowless  inflation,"  and  that  we 
are  bound  to  impute  dbe  change  to  an  emotion  oi  fear.  Was 
there  no  other  motive  which  the  Champion  could  have  thought 
of?  What  would  he  say  to  the  interposition  of  some  friend,  who 
might  be  goodnatured  enough  to  think  well  of  the^<  Discourses  ?V 
What  to  the  possibility  that  the  Reviewer  might  deem  the  satire  too 
confined,  and  wish  for  expressions  that  would  embrace  a  wider 
circle  ?  «  Od's  lifelings,  we  took  him  for  a  coward,  but  he's  the 
very  devil  incarnate!"' — And,  as  to  the  second  "exquisite  rea- 
son," how  could  any  man  in  his  senses  venture  to  advance  it? 
What  cognisable  difference  is  there  between  accusing  a  man  of 
taking  pains  ^^frst  to  misrepresent,  and  then  revile,"  and  of  "mis- 
representing in  order  to  revile,"  except  that  the  latter  is  a  neater 
and  more  rythmical  phrase  ?  If  one  action,  following  another^ 
shall  neoessarily  and  evidently  depend  upon  it,  or,  in  other  words^ 
if  one  writer  cannot  revile  another  without  first  misrepresenting 
him,  the  plain  narrative  of  the  facts,  in  their  succession,  will  point 
the  relation  between  cause  and  efl^ect  as  strongly  as  the  closest  and 
precisest  form  of  words  that  could  be  devised.  We  need  only 
add  that  it  is  equally  absurd  in  the  Champion  to  allege  a  difference 
of  specification  in  the  two  attacks  on  Dr.  Copleston.  He  is  speci- 
fied in  one  as  much  as  in  the  other^  because  he  is  as  well,  or  bet* 

'  Sir  Andrew  again. 
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ter  kiRAim  a»  die  andgonist  of  di&  EdiiAtirgh  R«H%W>  thittt  ^ 
flfatHor  of  <<  Discbtirses  tipou  Predestmatiotf.'^ 

The  thiiU  and  last  diti^ion  of  the  subject)  or  that  tio>ti6n  droppM 
b^  the  R^ie^er^  whifch  th«  Chafapioii  « had  intended  to  ^teve 
lidlcukmsly  sillyi''  need  not  long  det^iih  iis.  Wlie£her  the  Edn- 
cation  Goinndtteei  by  cnrerhauling  the  stattifes  of  p^rticul^f'  Colfe- 
ges)  animadtertin^  npoh  flagrant  tioltftions  of  the  sanf e^  and  cal- 
Ihtg  b^ck  the  Electors  to  die  ttne  spirit  of  theif  f ttndamentd  U#sf, 
would  do  a  lasting  service  to^  the  Univ^^ity^  is  a  problenfi,  which, 
asr  it  i^  not  very  Ifl^ely  to  h^  soited^  d6es  not  merit  mnih  donsid^ 
ration.  There  are  at  least  feSCsons  enough  to  justify  a  Wish  fo^ 
the^perimerit  But  thete  shre  four  things  connected  with  this 
paragraph  of  the  Chatnpioin's  letter^  which  force  themselves  updh 
xM  obsetvation;  TheJitU  it  a  fine  instance  of  that  peculiar  mode 
of  sly  detraction,  which  he  calls  <<  backing  of  his  friends/'  He  is 
reasoning  oh  the  various  methodafi  in  which  the  member^  of  the 
Sdueatiori  Committee  might  be  expected  to  exercise  their  power^. 
<<  Are  d^y  to  eall  on  the  ptesent  Fellows,  to  state  why  they  were 
preferred  \  as  the  jealous  madman  questioned  his  child,  oh  its 
Reminiscences  of  its  own  conception  ?" — ^What  can  he  intend  to 
inshiiiate  by  this  apposite  aftusion,  but  that  the  elected  FeHd^ 
ate  qirite  as  iehoranty  and  nimt  b^  quite  as  ignotant  of  any  good 
re^ns  fet'  t^ir  el^ection,  as  a  madman's  infant  of  tlie  mlEihfier  of 
i^  O^  fornfation  in  the  Womb  ?  Nay,  unless  We  adopt  the  Rd- 
Vi^WeW  theory,  we  must  all  share  in  the  same  ign6ra'iif(£;'e.  As 
ihe  embryd-ideot  is  begotten,  so  the  probadoher-uftlOw^  is  elec- 
ted, ben:  the^  km  oi  the  tO/^  will  be  beyond  the  reach  of  our  saga- 

dipyr— 

Wc  know  the  things  are  neither  rich  nor  rare, 
BfiLt  Wonder  how  the  devil  they  got  there ! 

The  remainder  of  these  four  things  consists  of  three  discoveries, 
of  .the  highest  imjpbrt'ance  to  science  and  the  State,  which  we  must 
rejoice  fo  see  promulgated  upon  such  excellent  authority.  Of 
diese'the  first  belongs  to  the  departments  of  Chemistry  and  Pneu- 
^ailics,  and  will  of  course  command  the  immediate  attention  of 
Sir  Humphry  Davy  and  Professor  Leslie,  viz.  ,"That  it  is  in  posse 
r-a  thing  possible — ^to  catch,  collect,  aiid  decypher,  the  echoes  <^  > 
iofiig  past  ref(derwgSf  and  ihe  ashes  of  forgotten  themes!^' — This 
decyhmrig  (f  echoes  will  he  very  pretty  sport,  in  the  winter  even- 
ingSj.fbr  flie  natural  philosophers  of  Oxford. 

The  second'  is  of  great  moment  to  Geographers,  and  must  pro- 
duce, when  aiihbunced^^  a  considerable  sensation,  viz.  <<That  a 
MbuVa  for  the  Niger,  though  it  is  not  said  where,  which  has  so 

'  Vide  Letter,  &c.  p.  57. 
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long  been  <  loudly  and  arrogantly  called  for*  is  at  length  ascinlAined 
to  he  in  esse  "^ 

The  thhtU  while  it  bears,  in  some  degree,  upon  the  interests  of 
the  State,  will  cast,  I  grieTe  to  add^  no  small  reflection  upon  At 
sbotbem  Universities,  ViE.  ^'  That  the  gentlemen  of  the  jEIouse  of 
Conunons,  wha  form  the  Education  Committee,  are^  toia  m^a^ 
igncnrant  of  Grreek.^'*  As  far  as  the  distinguished  Chairman  of  tha|: 
Omimittee  is  concerned,  I  fear  I  must,  upon  the  best  possible  au- 
dioirity,  contradict  the  truth  of  this  discovery ;  but,  of  course,  this 
need  not  afiect  th^  general  credibility  of  the  statement. .  NoW|  at 
diough  it  may  be  quite  unnecessary  for  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  conversant  with  particles  and  metres,  no  public 
man  would  be  the  worse  of  a  little  Homer  and  Demosthenes,  nor 
do  I  know  how  the  Tutors  of  the  English  Colleges,  through  whose 
hands  so  nnmy  of  the  gentlemen  in  question  must  have  passed^ 
will  answer  to  their  consciences  for  having  neglected  to  instruct 
dieir  pujnls  in  the  primary  elements  of  a  liberal  education. 

Thus  have  we  considered,  one  by  one,  the  portentous  charges 
of  die  Oxford  Pamphleteer  against  the  Edinburgh  Review.  'I 
diottld  be  sorry  to  couch  our  final  judgment  in  terms  at  all  pro* 
portioned  to  the  deserts  of  the  Champion ;  but  since  his  accusa^ 
tions  against  the  Editor  and  Writer  of  the  article  impeached  have 
been  conceived,  except  for  the  trifling  ingredients  tru^  aqd  justice, 
very  much  in  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  ingenious  Dogberry,  I 
think  We  may  reply  to  them,  in  the  language  of  Don.  Fedro^ 
<<  First,  we  ask  thee  what  they  have  done  ;  thirdly,  we  ask  thee 
what's  their  oflR^nce  ;  sixth  and  lastly,  why  they  are  committed-; 
and,  to  conclude,  what  tou  lay  to  their  charge  I" 

There  are  still,  however,  two  or  three  little  riders  tacked  <m  to 
the  main  accusations,  which  we  must  consider,  in  order  that  none 
may  have  to  say  that  we  left  a  single  point  unexamined.  In  these, 
as  in  more  important  particulars,  it  will  be  our  fate,  because  our 
duty,  to  support  the  assertions  made  by  the  Review. 

^  I  understand  not,''  says  the  Champion,  how  the  University 
can  have  taken  away  from  Locke,  what  it  can  neither  give  nor  take 
from  any  one — a  studentdiip  of  Christ  Church.'^  Is  the  name  of. 
the  Univerrity  never  applied  to  the  acts  of  a  College  ?  When  we 
say  that  Locke  was  at  the  University  of  Oxford,  do  we  not  mean 
that  he  was  at  the  College  of  Christ  Qiurch?  Or»  if  common  par-  ^ 
lance  be  too  indefinite  for  the  comprehension  of  this  close  and  cri- 
tical Fellow,  can  he  not  understand  that  the  Reviewer  charger  the 
expulsion  of  Locke,  not  on  a  decree  of  Convocation,  or  any  other 
public   exercise  of  University  power,  but  upon  the  spirit  ^wbA 

>  Vid£  Letter,  ^c.  p,  ^.  ""  Ibid. 
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^Jeeling**  of  the  Unirersity?  And  would  Christ  Church  hare 
dared  to  execute  her  vengeance  on  the  advocate  of  libertyi  had  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  University  run  as  high  in  favor  of  liber- 
ality and  freedbnii  as  they  ran  in  favor  of  their  opposites  ? 

Again,  the  Champion  cannot  understand  how  the  spirit  zaAfieU 
itig  of  the  University  were  concerned  in  refusing  Johnson  the  de** 
gree  of  M.  A.,  although  he  quotes  the  express  narrative  by  Boswell, 
that  Dr.  Adams,  when  applied  to,  to  know  whether  such  a  favor 
could  be  granted,  thought  it  too  great  a  favor  to  be  even  askedf 
though  Johfison  had  made  so  great  a  figure  in  the  literary  HjoQrld. 
If  it  were  tiot  the  known  and  unalterable  spirit  of  the  University, 
that  induced  Dr.  Adams  to  put  tins  decided  negative  upon  so  pro- 
er  a  proposal,  to  what  cause  shall  we  ascribe  his  conduct  f  Had 
e  acted  as  an  individual,  and  not  as  expressing  what  he  well  knew 
to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  Body  to  which  he  belonged,  he  would 
deserve  to  be  held  in  the  same  estimation  as  the  Champion  him- 
self, who  declares  it  as  his  opinion,  that  «  Dr.  Adams  acted  very 
wisely/'  and  that  the  publication  of  London  gave  Johnson  no 
<<  real^  claim  to  the  honors  of  the  University,— that  is,  that  John- 
son did  not  deserve  to  be  made  a  Master  for  the  production  of  a 
poem,  which  the  whole  concentrated  talent  of  Oxford,  at  this  day, 
could  not  equal,  although  higher  honors  are  lavished,  each  Comme- 
moration, upon  foreign  counts,  foolish  baronets,  and  country 
squires  I  this  was  and  is  too  much  the  spirit  of  the  University  of 
Oxford.  It  is  a  part  of  the  same  spirit  that  still  maintains  those 
awkward  and  absurd  distinctions^— awkward  to  the  young  men 
who  must  endure,  and  absurd  to  all  who  may  contemplate  them— 
that  are  fopperies  so  utterly  unworthy  of  an  ancient,  and  venerable, 
and — long  may  we  have  to  add — a  prospering  establishment.  Mere 
title,  and  mere  wealth,  have  no  business  with  homage  and  obser- 
vance in  the  seats  of  learning :  Momus  and  Mammon  have  no  right 
to  pedestals  in  the  temple  of  Apollo. 

Upon  the  subject  of  Oxford  Mathematics  we  have  pronounced 
already,  so  that  we  may  hasten  to  <<  the  last  act  of  this  eventful 
history,'' or  the  supposed  ** mistakes^*  of  the  Reviewer,  that  invi< 
'gorate  the  final  chuckles  of  his  adversary. 

<<He  may,  if  he  pleases,"  observes  tne  Champion  with  a  sneer, 
<<  continue  to  speak  of  Aretinus  or  Chrysoloras  and  Erigena,  as 
contemporaries,  and  leave  his  readers  to  suspect  him  of  having 
gleaned  his  literary  chronology  from  the  Fabliaux."  That  the 
Reviewer  should  have  talked  of  Chrysoloras,  or  his  pupil  Areti- 
nus, who  florished  in  the  opening  of  the  fifteenth  century,  as  ac- 
tual contemporaries  with  Erigena,  who  florished  in  the  ninth, 
none  but  the  Champion  will  be  ready  to  believe.  To  me  at  least 
it  seems  quite  evident,  that  the  Reviewer  is  speaking  of  ages,  and 
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takes  into  his  comprehensive  view  the  whole  succession  of  centu- 
liesj  through  which  the  intellectual  light  of  Europe  was  dawning 
into  f*  intenser  day."  The  Championi  who  measures  life  by  Ox- 
ford termsy  and  has  no  adequate  idea  of  time  beyond  the  compass 
of  a  long  vacation,  may  be  unable  to  follow  glances  so  excursive  i 
but  no  reader,  of  ordinary  sense  or  powers,  would^  for  a  momenti 
fail  to  catch  and  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  sentence. 

In. his  next  attempt  at  convicting  the  Reviewer  of  error,  the 
close  Fellow  is  still  more  unfortunate. — <<He  may  persevere,"  he 
says  of  his  opponent,  ^  when  he  speaks  of  Erigena  <  the  Scot/  in 
pnnting  the  two  last  words  in  capitals,  though  that  philosopher 
was  CERTAiNLT  not  a  Scotchman."     And  he  adds  in  a  note,  to  sub«. 
stantiate  this  charge,  <<  He  (Erigena)  was  either  an  Irishman,  or^ 
as  Cave, rather  believes^  a  Welchman."    Who  that  reads  this  as* 
•eition  about «  John  of  Ayr,"  as  he  is  expressly  called  by  an  autho* 
tkf^  y/fbich  is  surely  reverenced  at  Oxford,'  would  not  imagine 
that  the  Champion  had  at  least  Cave  upon  his  side,«— some  positive 
averment  from  his  pen  that  John  was  not  a  Caledonian,  or  some 
opinion  ventured  that  Wales  was  the  most  probable  spot  of  his 
nativity  ?  And  who  will  not  be  surprised  at  finding  thai  Cave  gives 
neither^  The  Champion  has  probably  never  seen  the  Historia 
Idteraria ;  for  his  sake,  therefore,  I  will  translate  from  the  Latin 
all  that  Cave  says  about  die  birth  of  Erigena : — «  John,  called  Erige- 
na and  the  the  Scot,  whom  some  contend  to  have  been  anEnglish^ 
man  born  at  Ergene  on  the  confines  of  Wales,  some  a  Scotch* 
man  sprung  from  the  town  of  Ayr,  and  some  to  have  had  Ireland^ 
anciently  named  Eri  or  Erin,  as  his  birth-place.''^    The  chronologer 
proceeds,  without  anpther  syllable  concerning  his  couhtry,  or  once 
hinting  at  a  Welch  extraction,  to  relate  how  John  went  to  France, 
and  was  in  high  favor  with  Charles  the  Bald, — afterwards  taught 
the  liberal  sciences,  especially  geometry  and  astronomy,  at  Oxford,—- 
and  was  finally,  having  retired  to  a  school  at  Malmesbury,  punched 
to  death  with  pens  and  styluses  by  his  own  pupils,  who  took  um- 
brage at  his  sourness  and  severity.     Cave  concludes  his  notice  of 
this  worthy's  life  with  a  quotation,  that  still  more  strongly  verifies 
his  claim  to  Scotch  descent.     It  is  froni  the  letter  of  Anastasius 
to  Charles  the  Bald,  where,  after  expressing  his  astonishment  at 
the  powers  and  attainments  of  some  barbarian^  that  lived  far  from 
the  society  of  man,  he  adds,  <<  I  mean  'John  the  native  of  Scot- 
land, of  whose  sanctity  in  all  things  I  have  heard  report/' 

So  much  for  the  Champion's  knowledge  of  Cave.    But  I  could 
more  easily  forgive  this  ignorance,  shameful  as  it  is,  of  a  musty 

.   '  Quarterly  Review,  No.  LL  p.  S46.        *  Historia  Literaria,  p«  518. 

3  Historia  Lileraria,  p.  549. 
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folio  quoted  by  himselfi  than  hid  want  of  acquaintance  with  die 
works  of  the  elegant  and  accurate  Harris.  The  following  is  his 
account  of  Erigena,  with  a  story  translated  from  the  Annals  of 
Roger  de  Hoveden,  which  Harris  thinks  decisive  of  the  country  of 
learned  John : — ^*  Joannes  Erigena^  k  Native  of  Scotland,  and 
who  about  the  same  period,  or  a  little  later,— -(he  is  talking  of  the 
time  of  Bede  and  Alcuin)— lived  sometimes  in  France,  and  some- 
times in  England,  appears  to  have  understood  Greek,  a  rare  accom- 
plishment for  those  countries,  in  those  days.  It  is  related  of 
him,  that  when  he  was  once  sitting  at  table  over  against  the 
Emperor,  Charles  the  Bald,  the  Emperor  asked  him — Haw  far 
distant  A  Scot  noas  from  a  Sot  l-^Asfarj  Sir^  replied  he,  as  the 
fabWs  length'^^ — You,  Mr.  Elmsley,  who  are  a  wag,  will  probably 
insinuate,  that  the  distance  is  somewhat  lengthened  now-a-days, 
but  far  be  it  from  me  to  throw  any  such  illiberal  reflection  upon  the 
members  of  either  close  or  open  UoUegee  at  Oxford  ! 

To  those  <<  happy  accidents,"  as  the  Champion  terms  them. 
Lords  Grenville  and  Wellesley,  we  may  leave  the  task  of  thanking 
him,  if  they  shall  think  it  wordi  their  whiles  for  the  complimentary 
comparison,  with  which  he  has  honored  them^  to  Epaminondas  and 
Curius  Dentatus.  But,  for  myself,  in  the  last  place,  to  leave  no 
point  untouched,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  him  that  I  am  not  at  all « dis- 
gusted" at  the  <<  plagiarism"  upon  me,  of  which,  with  apparent 
probability,  he  accuses  the  Reviewer.  I  believe  the  opinion,  in  my 
Prize-Essay,  to  be  founded  upon  truth,  and  can,  therefore,  have  no 
objection  to  its  being  disseminated  as  widely  as  possible. 

And  now,  Sir,  our  irksome  task  is  brought  to  a  conclusion.  I 
lay  down  my  pen  with  the  solemn  resolution,  that  no  cause  shall 
ever  again  induce  me  to  engage,  as  judge  or  party,  in  a  literary  quar- 
rel.    Had  I  any  personal  interest  in  the  case  which  has  been  before 

us,  I  might  say  with  justice  : hie  victor  cestus  artemque 

repono  I  but  nothing  has  been  further  from  my  mind  than  personal 
feelings,  and  I  must,  therefore,  rather  regret,  that  the  issue  of  our 
examination  should  have  been  so  unfavorable,  in  some  particulars,  to 
the  character  of  an  University,  that  must  remain,  <<  despite  her  little 
faults,  her  giddy  factions,"  the  perpetual  boast  and  bulwark  of 
piety  and  learning. 

Our  sentence,  however,  as  it  stands  recorded,  must  be  accounted 
final  and  decisive.  Upon  most  mature  deliberation,  the  appeal  was 
gravely  and  pointedly  made  to  my  authority,  and,  in  giving  language 
to  our  mutual  sentiments,  I  have  been  led  into  a  length  and  minute- 

'  Philological  Inquiries,  p.  393.— -Harris  adds,  in  a  note,  "The  word 
ScoTUM  plainly  decides  the  country  of  this  learned  man,  which  some  seem, 
WITHOUT  REASON,  to  have  doubted/' 
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ness  of  inquiry,  which  the  gentleman  of  Oxford  had  no  right  to  ex- 
pect, and  which  the  number  of  my  more  interesting  and  important 
avocations  might  have  easily  excused  me  from  undertaking.  Our 
concern  with  the  whole  matter  is  at  an  end  ;  and,  whatever  dissatis- 
faction the  judgment  pronounced  may  give  to  some  persons,  it  would 
be  beneath  our  dignity  to  notice  it.  To  other  hands  let  us  commit 
the  conduct  of  such  foolish  and  unprofitable  warfare.  If  an  attack 
proceed  from  the  fellow  of  one  College,  let  it  be  replied  to  by  the 
fellows  of  another — 


when  Ralph  to  Cynthia  howls 


Making  night  hideous,  answer  him  ye  owls  I— - 

Our  interest,  our  duty,  and  the  just  expectations  of  the  worlds 
summon  you  and  me  to  higher  and  more  valuable  labors.  While  it 
is  your  employment  to  scrutinize  the  rich  materials  of  Antiquity,  re- 
fine the  precious  ore,  and  stamp  it  with  the  impress  of  your  name  for 
safe  and  legal  circulation,  it  is  my  more  active,  but  as  pleasing  task, 
to  enlarge  the  currency,  display  the  treasure,  and  endow  with  new 
and  inexhaustible  resources  the  ardent  and  aspiring  minds  of  a  por- 
tion of  my  countrymen.  You  will  not  doubt  the  sincerity  of  my 
prayer,  that  we  may  both  long  continue  to  be  useful  in  our  different 
departments ! 

I  remain, 

With  genuine  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

D.  K.  SANDFORD. 

Edinburgh,  May  IIM,  1822. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Im  Reader  is lequested  to  extend  his  favonble  indulgence  to 
any  errors  of  style,  or  improprieties  of  expression,  which  he  may 
discover  in  the  following  AddresSi  inasmuch  as  it  was  written  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  under  the  influence  of  strong  feelings 
upon  the  subject,  and  put  to  press  after  the  short  space  of  three 
days,  interrupted  by  vanous  et^gemcnts.  Its  principal  object 
is  to  promote  a  subscription  among  the  generous  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain, for  the  succor  of  the  unfortunate  Greeks,  and  if 
any  profits  should  arise  from  its  sale,  they  shall  be  religiously  ap- 
plied to  that  sacred  cause. 

Great  Yarmouth,  Not  foil,   /iPNt'^^WxA 


ADDRESS 


PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND. 


IN  the  Courier  Newspaper  of  the  twenty-ninth  ult.  I  read  with 
feelings  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe,  the  following  extraa 
from  the  Parliamentary  Debates  : 

EXECUTION    OF   THE    SCIO   HOSTAGES. 

"  Mk.  W.  Smith  wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  Noble 
Marquis  opposite,  on  a  subject  which  was  of  the  greatest  interest, 
not  only  to  the  British  nation^  but  also  to  the  whole  European 
community,  There  had  that  day  appeared  in  the  public  prints 
accounts  of  certain  transactions  at  Constantinople,  which  could 
not  fail  to  excite  the  strongest  sensations  of  honor  in  the  mind 
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ef  every  man  who  read  them  (Hear,  hear.)  He  knew  tome 
individuals  that  took  a  deeper  interest  than  could  possibly  be  en-^ 
tertained  by  any  British  heart.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  therefore  wished 
to  ask  the  Noble  Marquis,  whether  he  had  received  any  official 
accounts  from  our  minister  at  Constantinople,  or  our  diplomatic 
agents  elsewhere,  which  enabled  him  to  judge  of  the  correctness 
of  the  accounts  in  question. 

«  The  Marquis  of  Londonderrt  gave  an  answer,  of  which 
the  first  part  was  quite  inaudible  in  the  gallery.  We  afterwards  un- 
derstood him  to  say,  that  Government  was  in  possession  of  the  fact^ 
that  ten  or  twelve  of  the  hostages  for  the  people  of  Scio  had  been 
executed  at  Constantinople,  but  not  of  any  details  regarding  it. 
A  calamity  had  occurred-^and  he  could  not  describe  the  trans- 
action alluded  to  by  any  other  name-^a  calamity  had  occurred, 
which  had  arisen  out  of  the  peculiar  acts  of  barbarity  which  had 
been-petpetrated  on  both  sides,  during  the  war  in  the  island  of 
Scio.  Acts  of  barbarity,  he  repeated  it,  had  been  committed  oa 
both  sides«-*«(Hear.)  The  Greeks  had  themselves  committed  cer«- 
tain  cruelties,  which,  though  they,  did  not  justify,  led  to  the  trans- 
actions complained  of.*^(Hear.) 

<<  Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  tint  he  was  rather  inclined  to  think 
that,  instead  of  twelve  cnr  fifteen,  eighty-five  persons  had  suffered 
death  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner*  He  had  asked  the  ques- 
tion, in  order  to  obtain  some  precise  information  upon  it«  Though 
the  public  would  scarcely  believe  the  fact^  he  had  been  told  by  a 
person  who  wa6  in  the  town  at  the  time  of  the  execution^ 
though  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  witness  it^  that  six  persona 
had  been  impaled  alite,  who  had  committed  no  other  crime  dian 
that  of  becoming  hostages  for  thett  fellow-countrymen  at  Scio. 
(Hear.) 

«  Sir  J*  Macximtos^h  would  put  a  question  to  the  Noble  Lord, 
which  would  bring  tlie  matter  home  at  once  to  the  honor  and  the 
feeling  of  thi^  Bridsh  nation.  He  asked  him,  whether  any  dis- 
patches had  been  received  from  our  ambassador  at  the  Ottoman 
Porte,  from  which  it  could  be  ascertained  whether  any  of  those 
persons  who  had  been  murdered  by  the  barbarous  tyrants  at  Con- 
stantinople had  been  under  the  protection  of  the  Britirii  minister, 
Lmrd  Strangford,  or  had  surrendered  themselves  to  the  Turks  un- 
d^  any  pledge,  promise,  or  assurance  of  safety  from  that  noble^ 
mafi  ?-^(Hear«)  He  would  also  take  the  opportunity  of  asking 
the  Noble  Marquis,  whether  it  was  mentioned  m  any  of  the  recem 
dispitehes  he  had  receiv^d^  that  the  markets  of  Smyrna  and  Con*^ 
slantfaiople  were  filled  with  amiable  Greek  ladies  and  children^ 
offered i»  the  cs^ices  of  barbarous  Mahomedan  voluptuaries? 
tte  asked  whether  ministers  could  afford  the  nation  any  account 
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of  the  newslaTe  trade,  recently  established  jn  the  east,  for  amia- 
ble and  accomplished  Christian  females,  by  a  government  which 
was  encouraged  and  supported  by  the  administration  of  this  free 
and  enlightened  country.     (Hear.) 

<<  The  Marquis  of  Londonderry  in  reply,  stated,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  honorable  and  learned  gentlemen  involved  an  argument 
as  well  as  a  question,  and  that  if  he  wanted  an  answer  to  hjs  ar- 
gument, he  must  bring  it  forward  upon  another  occasion.  He 
believed  that  eighty  or  ninety  individuals  had  recently  been  exe- 
cuted at  Constantinople,  but  several  of  them  were  inhabitants  of 
the  Morea;  and,  as  he  was  informed,  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  of  them  hostages  from  Scio.  Those  persons  could  not 
be  considered  in  any  degree  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment, or  in  such  a  situation  as  to  require  our  interference 
upon  the  principle  of  protection.  Upon  the  principle  of  good 
offices.  Lord  Strangford,  much  to  his  own  honor,  and  that  of  the 
government  he  represented,  had  frequently  interposed.  That  in- 
terposition had  in  general  been  favorably  received ;  and  there  had 
once  been  reason  to  hope,  that  the  hostages  from  Scio  were 
in  perfect  security.  How  far  the  determination  of  the  Turkish 
government  upon  that  point  had  been  altered  by  subsequent  infor* 
mation,  he  could  not  tell ;  for,  as  to  the  hostages  from  Scio,  he 
had  not  at  present  sufficient  information.'^ 

After  the  perusal  of  this  dialogue,  I  was  unable  to  proceed 
further ;  every  other  subject  lost  its  relish,  in  the  absorbing  in- 
terest of  the  momentous  concerns  of  asufieringnation-^ofaclassic 
nation,  whose  associations  twine  themselves  around  the  very  soul 
— of  a  Christian  nation,  in  which  I  had  experienced  the  rights  of 
hospitality,  and  whose  misfortunes,  as  well  as  its  antiquities,  I 
had  already  endeavoured  to  make  familiar  to  my  countrymen.  I 
felt  therefore,  that,  as  a  traveller  and  an  author,  as  a  man  and  a 
Christian,  above  all,  as  the  minister  of  a  religion  which  teaches  us 
that  we  are  not  bom  for  ourselves  alone,  silence  would  in  me  be 
criminal.  The  public  has  a  right,  on  all  topics  in  which  it  is  in- 
terested, to  demand  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  those  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  who,  from  personal  observation  and  ez-^ 
perience,  are  able  to  afford  any  information.  I  have  learned  that' 
the  character  of  England,  which  once  stood  so  pre-eminent  among 
all  nations  for  generous  sympathy  towards  the  unfortunate  and 
oppressed,  has  become  an  object  of  disgust  and  detestation  to  a: 
suffering  people,  who,  in  the  commencement  of  their  struggle, 
looked  up  to  us  as  me  natural  averters  of  misery,  and  patrons  of 
humanity.  From  public  documents,  and  private  information,  I 
plainly  perceive  the  inclination  of  continental  confederates,  tend- 
ing to  the  support  of  what  is  called,  "  the  balance  of  power,''  and. 
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<<  the  peace  of  Europe ;"  or,  in  other  words,  to  the  protection  of 
an  infidel  exterminating  government,  to  an  alliance  with  deliberate 
murderers,  barbarians  habitually  stained  with  the  most  abomina* 
ble  vices,  and  declared  enemies  of  the  Christian  faith.  The  re- 
ports, and  indeed  the  confident  assertions  made  in  almost  every 
letter  which  arrives  from  Greece,  that  stores  and  ammunition  are 
sent  out  in  English  ships  to  provision  Turkish  fortresses;  that 
English  officers  are  serving  in  the  Turkish  navy  and  artillery  \  that 
confiscations  of  property  and  imprisonment  of  persons  are  de« 
nounced  and  executed,  by  our  authorities  in  the  Ionian  islands, 
against  the  friends  and  relatives  of  those  whom  we  are  pleased  to 
call  Grecian  rebels  *,  that  the  rights  of  hospitality,  in  the  same 
quarter,  have  in  many  instances  been  refused  to  the  miserable 
fugitives  from  Turkish  vengeance  ;  all  these  considerations  render 
an  appeal  to  the  English  people  still  more  necessary.  Under  such 
reflections,  I  felt  that,  in  remaining  silent  any  longer,  I  should  be 
a  traitor  to  myself,  a  traitor  to  my  country,  a  traitor  to  humanity, 
and  a  traitor  to  my  God. 

I  appeal  not  to  governments,  statesmen,  and  politicians*  I  am 
aware  that  they  are  surrounded  with  difficulties  and  perplexing 
considerations ;  that  they  are  frequently  obliged  to  pursue  what 
appear  to  be  temporary  interests,  in  preference  to  those  which  are 
more  remote,  and  to  adopt  a  line  of  policy  which  their  consciences 
cannot  help  condemning :  but,  whilst  I  endeavour  to  show  that  the 
policy  of  supporting  such  an  empire  as  that  of  Turkey,  is  weak  and 
vain,  unless  it  were  possible  to  effi?ct  an  entire  change  in  the  moral 
habits  and  religious  principles  of  its  constituents,  I  would  excite^ 
that  ardor  and  enthusiasm  in  the  breasts  of  my  countrymen, 
which  may  lead  them  to  express  openly  their  sentiments  in  the 
cause  of  humanity.  The  vox  populi  has  been  sometimes  rather 
impiously  denominated  the  vox  dei :  in  this  instance,  however, 
it  might  deserve  the  appellation  ;  and  if  it  should  fail  to  influence" 
our  rulers  in  adopting  more  liberal  and  generous  resolutions,  and 
redeeming  the  character  of  Government  abroad,  upon  which  the 
best  interests  of  a  nation  always  depend,  let  us  at  least  demonstrate 
by  our  acts,  as  individuals,  that  we  are  not  indiffisrent  to  the  fate 
of  a  Christian  nation,  struggling  for  existence,  with  infidels  and 
barbarians.  It  is  not  by  steel  only  that  the  smews  of  war  are  sup* 
plied,  or  its  events  decided.  The  expression  of  a  great  and  gene- 
rous people^s  approbarion,  the  very  influence  of  their  encourage- 
ment, and,  above  all,  the  communication  of  their  resources, 
might  at  this  time  operate  most  powerfully  in  restoring  a  mise- 
rable nation  to  its  rights ;  in  vindicating  the  cause  of  Christianity 
through  the  triumph  of  the  Greeks ;  and  in  delivering  Europe  from 
the  disgraceful  presence  of  a  tribe,  who,  to  the  vices  of  the  most  ef- 
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feminate^add  the  cruelties  of  the  most  barbarous  people ;  who  con* 
tribute  nothing  to  the  general  interests  of  nations,  but  render  the 
beautiful  country  which  they  oppress  the  common  sepulchre  of 
arts  and  science. 

In  appealing  then  to  my  countrymen,  I  am  willing  to  believe, 
that  the  spirit  of  their  forefathers  is  not  yet  extinct :  nor  does  Any 
necessity  exist  for  reminding  them,  that  the  glory  of  their  country 
consists,  not  so  much  in  the  honor  of  its  high  military  and  naval 
exploits,  in  the  prodigious  extent  of  its  commercial  relations,  in  the 
lustre  which  arts  and  science  spread  around  its  shores,  and  in  its 
mighty  names  which  Genius  has  inscribed  upon  the  roll  of  immor- 
tality, as  in  that  spirit  of  benevolence  and  philanthropy  which  has 
hitherto  distinguished  the  British  isles.  I  might,  indeed,  endeavour 
to  animate  their  eiuhusiasm,  by  recalling  to  their  minds  what 
Greece  has  been ;  that  land,  the  fostering  nurse  of  civilisation ; 
where  the  spirit  of  antiquity  still  seems  to  linger  amidst  its  olive 
groves,  its  myrtle  bowers,  and  the  precious  relics  of  its  splendid 
edifices  ;  where  both  sacred  and  profane  history  unite  in  forming 
the  most  interesting  associations ;  where  Socrates  taught  the  les- 
sons of  his  incomparable  ethics,  and  a  still  greater  than  Socrates 
disclosed  the  mysteries  of  the  <<  unknown  God,"  to  those  that 
sat  in  darkness*  I  might  excite  their  gratitude  and  compassion  by 
passing  before  their  view  the  shades  of  departed  sages,  poets,  and 
historians,  whose  immortal  writings  still  form  and  delight  our 
minds.  I  might  inflame  their  ardor  by  apostrophizing  the  manes 
of  a  Miltiades  and  a  Leonidas,  and  by  dwelling  upon  the  glories 
of  Salamis  and  Thermopylae}  but  I  have  a  much  more  sacred 
cause  to  plead,  and  an  infinitelv  hijgher  name  to  invoke  :  the  cause 
I  plead  is  that  of  suffering  Chnstians — the  name  I  invoke,  is  that 
of  Him  who  died  upon  the  Cross,  who,  in  the  frightful  tornieiits 
of  his  followers,  is  daily  crucified  afresh,  whilst  innumerable  muU 
titudes  of  those  followers  are  urged  by  fierce  relendess  persecu* 
tion,  to  apostatize  from  their  faith,  and  to  seek  the  only  remedy  for 
their  temporal  calamities  in  the  perdition  of  their  immortal  souls. 

It  is  possible  that  the  people  of  England  may  be  unacquainted 
with  the  superstition  of  these  barbarians,  who  are  so  zealoudy 
supported  by  Christian  powers !  They  may  not  know  that  it  is 
fiercely  and  implacably  hostile  to  Christianity— that  it  was  batched 
and  matured  in  falsehood,  hypocrisy,  and  blood — that  it  addresses 
itself  to  the  sensual  appetites  and  corrupt  passions— that  it  che- 
rishes inordinate  pride,  fanatic  zeal,  and  is  a  pander  to  the 
most  2^>oiminable  impurities — that  it  degrades  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  and  depreciates  the  value  of  human  lifer^that 
it  encourages  ignorance  by  representing  all  arts,  sciences, 
and  literature  as  unnecessary,  or  prejudicisd  to  mankind,  unless 
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warranted  by  the  Koran— that  it  produces  mental  torpor  and 
apathy,  chilling  every  tendency  to  speculatiTe  exertion  or  intellect 
tual  and  moral  improvement,  by  the  desolating  doctrines  of  fatality 
and  predestination — finally,  that  it  establishes  the  horrid  principle, 
that  civil  and  political  power  shall  depend  exclusively  upon  faith 
in  the  law  of  Mahomet,  whilst  it  exposes  every  Christian  to  the 
unrestrained  brutality,  and  irresponsible  tyranny  of  the  vilest 
wretch  that  wears  a  turban.  If  the  reader  would  learn  what  in- 
sults and  horrors  the  very  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  subjected  to, 
in  this  vile  land  of  abominations,  if  he  has  forgotten  the  cruel  pub- 
lic execution  of  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople,  hung  like  a  dog 
before  the  gates  of  his  own  cathedral,  let  him  peruse  the  following 
historyywhich  I  have  extracted  from  the  interesting  work  of  my 
fnend,  M.  Pouqueville,  late  Consul  of  France,  at  the  court  of 
Ali  Pasha. 

After  describing  an  insurrection  among  the  Thessalians,  in  the 
year  1809,  under  the  conduct  of  the  patriotic  hero,  Blachavas, 
jvhoy  after  a  capitulation,  with  the  promise  of  life  and  liberty, 
was  cruelly  put  to  death  by  the  Albanian  tyrant,  Mr.  P.  Aus 
proceeds: 

<<  Demetrius,  a  venerable  monk,  of  the  order  of  Saint  Basile, 
instigated  by  that  evangelical  charity  which  was  a  characteristic  of 
the  apostolic  fathers  in  the  time  of  the  persecutions,  traversed  the 
whole  agitated  province,  to  calm  the  troubled  spirits  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  bring  them  back  to  the  yoke  of  obedience.  For  these 
pious  labors,  he  was  denounced  as  a  rebel,  and  brought,  loaded 
with  ir<»is,  into  the  presence  of  the  Albanian  Satrap.  Being  there 
commanded  to  declare  his  accomplices,  in  hopes  tlUt  many  Thes^ 
saltan  prelates  and  ecclesiastics  might  be  involved  in  an  assumed 
conspiracy,  the  answers  of  this  pious  man,  strong  in  ardent  faidi, 
and  his  appeals  to  the  living  God  for  the  truth  of  his  assertions, 
inflamed  to  the  highest  degree  the  anger  of  the  tyrant,  which  ex- 
haled itself  in  the  following  dialogue,  worthy  of  being  transmitted 
to  posterity  among  the  annals  of  martyrology. 

«<  Ali.  You  have  announced  the  reign  of  Jesus  Christ,  and,  in 
consequence,  the  overthrow  of  our  altars  and  the  Sultan. 

<<  Demetrius.  The  God  whom  I  worship  has  existed,  and 
will  exist  eternally :  I  acknowledge  and  reverence  those  whom  he 
has  placed  in  authority  over  us  ! 

«*  Ali.  What  is  that  you  carry  in  your  bosom  ? 

<<  Demetrius.  The  venerable  portrait  of  his  holy  Mother  I 

"  Ali.  I  wish  to  see  it. 

^f Demetrius.  It  must  not  be  profaned;  order  pne  of  my 
hands  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  I  will  present  it  to  you. 
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«<  All  Thus  it  is  you  mislead  the  minds  of  the  people ;  we 
then  are  the  profane.  In  this  discourse,  I  recognize  the  mgent  of 
the  Greek  bishopsi  who  call  in  the  Russians  for  our  subjection  : 
name  your  accomplices. 

<<  Demetrius.  My  accomplices  are  my  conscience  and  my 
duty,  which  oblige  me  to  console  my  fellow-christians,  and  render 
them  obedient  to  your  laws  ! 

*<  All  Tell  yotir  feUow-christians  then,  you  Christian  dog-?- 

*<  Dbmbteius.  That  name  is  my  glory  I 

*<  All  You  bear  a  portrait  of  the  Virgin,  to  which  it  is  said  tlie 
powers  of  enchantment  are  attached. 

"Dfmetrius.  Say  rather  miraculous  powers.  The  Mother 
of  my  Saviour  is  our  mediator  with  her  immortal  Son  and  the 
Father :  her  miracles  are  every  day  performed  in  our  behalf,  and 
every  day  I  call  upon  her  ! 

**  All  See  then  if  she  will  preserve  you.  ExecuticmerSy  carry 
him  to  the  torture ! 

<<  At  these  words,  pronounced  Mrith  all  the  energy  of  indignar 
tion,  the  executioners  seize  the  victim,  and  throw  him  down  at 
the  feet  of  the  tyrant,  who  spits  in  his  face.  The  holy:  image  is. 
torn  from  his  bosom,  and  sharp  needles  are  thrust  slowly  under 
the  nails  of  his  fingers  and  toes  :  but  in  the  extremity  of  his  tor- 
ments, the  following  words  only  escape  his  mouth.  <  Lord,  have 
jrity  on  thy  servant !— Queen  of  Heaven,  pray  for  him  !'  This 
species  of  torture  being  ended,  a  chain  of  small  bones  is  applied  to 
the  venerable  head  of  the  Confessor,  and  while  they  draw  it  tight 
round  his  forehead  with  the  utmost  violence,  they  c^il  upon  him  to 
accuse  himself,  and  to  name  his  accomplices ;  but  the  chain  is 
broken  without  drawing  from  him  the  slightest  complaint  or  ex« 
pression  of  pain :  the  martyr  appears  affected  only  by  the  outrages 
of  impiety  committed  against  his  God.  The  executioners  being 
at  length  fatigued,  demand  a  suspension  of  the  torture  till  the 
following  day,  and  the  sufferer  is  hurled  down  to  the  bottom  of  a 
damp  and  miserable  dungeon. 

<«  Next  morning  the  punishment  was  renewed,  by  order  of  the 
Vizier,  but  without  his  presence.  The  victim  was  suspended  with 
his  head  downwards  over  a  fire  of  green  wood,  until  the  skin  was 
entirely  burned  from  ofi^  the  skull :  that  his  life  and  sufferings 
might  be  prolonged,  the  brazier  was  then  removed,  and  a  board 
placed  over  his  body,  upon  which  the  executioners  mounted, 
and  jumped  with  such  force  as  to  crush  his  limbs.  Victorious  in 
this  last  trial,  Demetrius  was  then  built  up  within  a  wall,  Kb  head 
alone  being  left  free  amidst  the  masonry,  and  he  was  fed  daily, 
that  his  torments  might  be  lengthened;  it  was  not  until  the  tenth 
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sun  arose  thatliis  life  and  agonies  were  closed  together,  whilstthe 
last  word  that  expired  upon  his  tongue  was  the  name  of  Onini^ 
potent. 

'<  This  supernatural  courage  astonished  all  Epirus,  and  Deme^ 
trius  was  regarded  as  a  saint.  A  Mahometan  of  Kostoriai  who 
had  been  witness  of  his  sufferings,  demanded  baptism,  a  ceremony 
which  soon  afterwards  procured  for  him  the  crown  of  martyrdom." 

So  much  for  the  religion  of  the  Turks,  and  the  treatment  which 
the  professors  of  Christianity  receive  at  their  hands.  Does  the 
reader  wish  an  example  of  their  want  of  faith  ?  let  him  recur  to 
the  murder  of  the  innocent  hostages  in  the  Parliamentary  extract, 
at  the  head  of  this  pamphlet,  the^truth  of  which  is  acknowledged  by 
our  own  ministers :  of  hypocrisy  ?  let  him  read  the  following  extract 
from  a  manifesto  of  the  Sultan,  extracted  from  the  Austrian  Obser'^ 
ver  of  September  7,  1821 : 

'<  It  is  evident,  that  all  the  rules  and  political  dispositions,  which, 
from  ancient  times,  have  been  observed  in  my  Sublime  Empire, 
are  founded  upon  the  noble  commandments  of  that  pure  law^ 
whose  solidity  and  duration  are  guaranteed  by  God,  even  until  the 
day  of  resurrection,  &c. — The  Greek  people  have  been  at  all  times 
tributary  subjects  of  my  Sublime  Porte :  mercy  and  clemency  have 
been  extended  towards  them  in  every  particular :  their  honor,  their 
properties,  and  their  lives  have  been  defended,  protected,  and 
secured :  they  have  never  experienced  any  other  treatment  than 
favor,  and  every  sort  of  kindness,  even  beyond  that  which  had 
been  promised  in  the  treaties  with  the  Rajahs :  nevertheless,  they 
have  had  the  audacity  to  trample  under  foot  ^e  divine  mercies  of 
which  they  have  been  the  objects,  to  pursue  the  paths  of  ingrati' 
hide,  and,  with  their  characteristic  perfidy,  to  maintain  a  perverse 
and  traitorous  conduct,  opposed  at  once  to  their  allegiance  and 
good  faith." 

Does  the  reader  seek  for  instances  of  cruelty  and  ferocity  ?  let 
him  open  the  journal  of  any  traveller,  who  has  touched  upon  the 
subject  of  Turkish  affairs.  If  he  should  be  at  a  loss  where  to 
turn,  I  will  give  him  another  extract  from  Mr.  PouqueviIle*s 
interesting  volumes.  It  is  a  description  of  the  destruction  of 
Joannina,  by  Ali  Pasha  and  his  opposing  enemies,  and  let  it  be  ob* 
served,  that,  among  the  principal  horrors  of  this  detestable  govern- 
ment, one  of  the  greatest  is  that  state  of  anarchy  which  exists 
among  its  inferior  rulers.  There  is  scarcely  a  province  where 
the  Pasha,  after  he  has  become  rich  and  powerful  by  contribu- 
tions and  confiscations,  by  the  sale  of  offices  and  of  justice,  by 
exactions  for  Imputed  crimes,  and  every  other  method  of  spoliation 
which  fraud  and  violence  can  plot  and  execute,  does  not  set  him- 
self up  as  an  independent  chief:  as  far  as  he  is  himself  concerned. 
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this  policy  is  good,  for  the  laws  of  Turkey»  m^^king'tbe  Sukim 
heir  to  the  property  of  his  officers,  there  is  no  want  of  a  mpid  sue* 
cession  in  all  departments  of  the  state ;  whilst,  therefore,  a  governor 
can  by  his  resources  make  head  against  the  power  of  bis  sovereign 
and  heir-apparent,  so  long  does  he  ward  off  the  sabre  or  dbe 
bowstring  from  his  own  neck  :  but  the  miseries  of  the  poor  iilha- 
bitants,  especially  of  the  innocent  and  helpless,  in  these  conflicts, 
where  no  horror  of  barbarian  warfare  is  forgotten j  are  inconceiv- 
able. Some  faint  idea  may  be  formed  of  them  from  the  foUowtng 
relation : 

<<  As  soon  as  the  Turkish  army  was  seen  encamped  vnftm  the 
heights  of  Driscos,  the  lake  was  covered  with  barks  full  of  women 
and  children  of  the  first  families,  endeavQuring  to  escape^  In  the 
mean  time,  the  tyrant  having  given  his  Albanian  troops  per- 
mission to  plunder  a  city  which  he  was  unable  to  defend,  the 
houses  were  immediately  filled  with  a  lawless  soldiery.  One  of 
the  first  objects  of  pillage  was  the  cathedral,  where  the  Gredcs, 
and  even  the  Turks  themselves,  had  deposited  their  most  precious 
effects.  Nothing  was  respected;  the  very  tombs  of  the  archbishops 
wef  e  broke  open  in  search  of  precious  relics,  and  the  sanctuary  was 
polluted  by  the  blood  of  the  robbers  dhemselves,  as  ihey  disputed 
with  each  other  for  the  possession  of  die  sacred  vases.*— The  city 
offered  a  most  deplorable  spectacle  on  all  sides :  neither  Christians 
nor  Mahometans  were  respected :  die  harems  of  these,  ami  the 
gyneceons  of  those,  were  forced  open,  and  displayed  the  cruel  ^ht 
of  modesty  struggling  with  violence.  Cries,  and  groans,  and  the 
crash  of  arras  resqi^nded  on  all  sides,  when  a  terrible  detonation 
announced  the  destruction  of  Joamiiina.  A  shower  of  shot  aiKi 
shells,  grenades  and  Congreve-rockets,  spread  carnage,  fire,  and 
devastation  through  every  quarter  of  the  town,  for  the  space  cf  two 
hours.  All,  seated  on  one  of  the  bastions  of  his  fortress,  like  die 
exterminating  angel,  directed  the  destructive  fire,  whidi  doon 
levelled  to  the  ground  this  once  fiorishing  capital,  with  its  public 
edifices. 

^Those  of  the  people  who  could  escape  from  the  flames,  carrying 
in  their  train  friends  and  relatives,  lulf-burned  or  mudlated  by 
the  explosion  of  the  diells ;  women  loaded  with  their  chUdreh, 
and  old  men  enfeebled  by  age,  had  scarcely  passed  the  palisade  of 
mount  Pactoras,  before  they  were  attackea  by  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  Ottoman  army.  So  far  froni  protecting  these  unfortunate 
beings,  who  had  escaped  the  carnage,  these  Rumelian  hoxdes  fell 
Upon  defenceless  citizens,  plundering  them  without  mercyy  and 
tearing  their  sons  and  daughters  from  their  arms :  uttering  the 
most  piercing  cries,  the  poor  wretches  dispersed^  and  ecdeavourod 
to  escape  to  the  mountains;   but  chey  were  there  met  by^a^^dier 
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8C}t  of  plundei:ei^  and  as^apsQi^  i^  t]ie  savage  mountaipe^rsji  who 
I^  a^^emblied  to-  get  their  akti^e  of  the  booty.  Despair  at  leogt^ 
^y^  coui^ge  and  strength  to  the  fugitives :  so^ie  feeble  yfromfsi^ 
succeeded  in  p^^sipg  the  lofty  cha^  of  moui^t  OUtzika  into  t];ie 
pl^S  of  Thesprotia ;  others,,  seized  with  the  pain^  of  preniatu^. 
laborf  perished  iq  the  forests  i  nijany  young  women,  after  having 
d^figur^  themselves  by  the  most  dreadJFul  mutilationsii  that  they 
might  boCQine  objects  of  disgust  to  die  barbarians,  like  virgin 
mgrtyrs  i^  the  tim^s  of  persecutipii)  concealed  themselves  in  caverns, 
where  they  perished  of  hunger ;  all  the  defiles  and  paths  were . 
strewed  with  wounded  and  dying  men,  or  with  their  corpses  \  and 
thttS,^  for  the  crimes  of  one  villain,  a  city  containing  thirty  thousand 
SQuls  was  overwheliped  with  unutterable  calamities." 

And  now,  would  the  reader  knpw  n(iore  concerning  the  internal 
government  of  dus  wretched  country  ?  let  him  tak^  the  portrait  ^ 
I  am  able  to  sketch  it  from  pQtSpn^  observation ;  for  I  have  tra- 
versed no  small  part  of  thes^  interesting  realms,  so  rich  in  all  the 
gifts  of  bountiful  nature,  and  so  despoiled  by  tyrant  man :  j  (ifiye 
seen  the  pallid  countenances  and  squalid  forms  of  their  wretched  * 
peasantry,  worn  to  the  very  bones  by  labor,  want,  and  oppression 
-T-I  have  seen  blows  inflicted  by  wanton  authority,  ^nd  borne  with 
patient  submission-r-l  have  seen  those,  whoji  by  cpfnmercial  or  any 
other  fortunate  apeculs^tionei,  had  amassed  weahh,  either  carefnl  to 
hide  it  from  their  rapacious  tyrants  nnder  the  external  garb  of 
misery,  or  dissipating  it  in  prodigality,  in  order  that  they  might 
secure  a  few  moments  of  happiness,  and  then  liye  upon  the  recol*. 
lection  of  the  past— I  have  seen  rich  and  amiable  families  turned 
out  of  houses  and  possessions,  at  the  caprice  of  a  Pasha,  who  desi- 
red them  for  his  favorites — I  his^Yc  seen  whole  districts  so  appro- 
priated, after  the  inhabitants  b^d  been  exposed  to  unheard-of  per- 
secutions, in  order  to  m^ke  them  VoUmtatihf  throw  up  their  terri- 
tory into  the  hands  of  a  tyrant^-I  have  ridden  over  the  ruins  of 
large  villages,  scathed  bv  the  flames  of  destruction,  because  some 
Imputable  family  had  refused  to  deliver  up  a  beautiful  son  or  daugh- 
ter, as  the  victim  of  that  tyrant's  execrable  lusts-^I  have  seen 
part  of  the  Turkish  population,  in  a  large  city,  armed  against  its 
Frank  inhabitants,  cutting  and  maiming  with  swords  and  ataghans 
every  Christian  they  met  wit^,  on  account  of  a  priyate  quarrel — I 
have  seen  large  towns,  professing  the  jMlsl^Pmetan  faith,  whose 
inhabitants  had  all  to  a  man  gppstati^sed  from  that  of  their  fore- 
others,  to  escape  the  inordinate  ei^actions  and  oppressive  cruelties. 
to  which  as  Christians  they  were  subjected-n-I  h^ve  seen  rich 
tracts  of  country  turned  into  deserts,  fields  languishing  without 
eultme,  and  cides  fallen  inlx>  decay,  where  misrule  and  injustice 
had  pfmibined  with  plague  and  famine  against  the  constitution  of 
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society;  and^  as  public  immoralitj  florishes  most  and  grorws  up* 
to  maturity  under  the  reign  of  despotism,  I  have  seen  apostates, - 
false  witnesses)  secret  poisonersi  open  assassins,  and  all  the  other", 
agents  of  unlhhited  tyranhyi  clothed  in  the  spoils  and  rioting  oil  the 
property  of  their  unhappy  victims*  In  short,  I  have  seen  a  nation 
humbled,  degraded,  and  abused ; — I  have  seen  man,  made  in  his 
Maker's  likeness,  reduciefd  below  the  standard  of  the  brute  creation, 
living  without  civil  or  political  existence,  plundered  without  re- 
morse,  tortured  without  mercy,  and  slaughtered  without  comm^- 
seratioitf 

Mr*  Walpole,  in  the  first  volume,  page  22,  of  his  excellent 
Mehfunrs  upon  European  and  Asiatic  Turkey,  observes,  <'  that  the 
extent  of  this  ill-modelled  and  ill-balanced  empire,  prevents  any 
accurate  inspection  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  placed  over 
remote  parts  of  it*  A  large  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  Porte, 
and  the  great  officers  of  it,  is  derived  from  money  paid  by  Pashas 
on  taking  possession  of  their  government,  or  some  occasional  re- 
mittances made  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  continuance  in  their 
appointment.  This  money  is  drawn  from  the  labor,  industry,  and 
commerce  of  the  inhabitafnts  of  the  province.  If  these  sums  are. 
ilot  paid,  as  well  as  those  expected  from  the  farmers  of  the  customs, 
land,  and  capitatioin  tax,  the  latter  are  thrown  into  prison,  and 
the  governors  lose  their  Pashalics.  ti  they  are  removed  in  a  short 
time,  the  provmces  are  exposed  to  fresh  exactions  on  the  arrival 
of  every  succeeding  Pasha.''  One  may  judge  further  of  the  de- 
plorable state  of  Greece,  by  the  picture  which  Mr.  de  Chateau-^ 
briand  has  drawn  of  Pelopennesus  and  Attica. 

<*  Le  P^lopon^se  est  desert :  on  ne  voit  que  des  villages  d^truits 
par  le  fer  et  par  le  feu.  Dans  les  villes,  comme  \  Misitra,  des  fau- 
bourgs entiers  sont  abandonn^s.  J'ai  fait  souvent  quinzelipues 
dans  les  campagnes  sans  rencontrer  une  seule  habitation,  De 
criantes  avanies,  des  outrages  de  toutes  les  esp^ces,  ne  cessent  de 
d^truire  de  toutes  parts  Tagriculture  et  la  vie.  Chasser  un  paysan 
de  sa  cabane,  s'emparer  de  sa  femme  et  de  ses  enfans,  le  tuer  sous 
le  plus  16ger  pr^texte,  est  un  jeu  pour  le  moindre  Agk  du  plus 
petit  village.  L' Attique  n'offre  pas  moins  de  servitude.  On  di- 
roit  que  la  Gr^ce  elle-meme  a  voulu  annoncer  par  son  deuil  le 
malheur  de  ses  enfans.  En  g^n^ral  le  pays  est  inculte,  le  sol  nU| 
monotone,  sauvage,  et  d'une  couleur  jaune  et  fl^trie." 

It  is  now  time  to  discuss  the  motives  which  may  induce  Christian 
states  to  patronize  a  power  like  that  of  Turkey,  a  power,  which, 
without  their  jealousies  and  political  interference,  would  long  aga 
have  crumbled  into  dust. 

Is  it  fear  of  Russia  which  forces  European  cabinets  into  such  a 
measure  ?  Is  it  iii  the  Empire  of  the  Sultan  that  ihey  would  oppose 
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a  barrier  to  its  aggrandisement  ?    Vain  hope !  the  colossus  of  clay 
will  be  kicked  down,  whenever  it  shall  please  the  arctic  despot  to 
stretch outhis  leg.     No  alliances  or  treaties  can  long  save  such  a 
power :  other  nations  will  only  compromise  their  dignity  and  best 
iilterests,  by  endeavouring  to  defend  a  state  which  is  unable  to  der 
fend  itself ;  which  refuses  to  adopt  the  arts  or  policy  of  more  en- 
lightened  governmentsi  and  whose  immutability  is  sanctioned  by 
the  dogmas  of  its  religious  faith.     Look  at   the  encrochments 
already  ms^de  by  Russia  upon  this  impotent  neighbour,  and  the 
provinces  rescued  from  its  grasp.  Other  despots  may  not  have. the 
magnanimity  o{  an  Alexander,. especially  when  they  shall  com^ 
mand  .the  improved   resources  and  concentrated  power  of  his 
mighty  empire.     Consider  al$o  the  Greeks  themselves:    unless 
they  be  utterly  exterminated,  they  will  never  remain  quiet  upder 
subjection  to  tne  Porte  :  one  insurrection  will  succeed  to  another^ 
for  each  will  spring  from  the  very  elements  and  principles   of 
human  action  :  it  requires  not  any  connexion  with  the  politics  of 
Europe,  or  with  the  designs  of  its  restless  and  ambitious  spirits,  to 
excite  the  Greeks ;  nor  will  they  be  repressed  by  any  recollection 
of  the  past,  or  anticipation  of  the  future.     Having  constantly  in 
view  the  irritating  picture  of  their  own  humiliation,  illuminated 
by. the  increasing  light  of  civilization,  roused  by  their  historical, re- 
ininiscences  and  the  animating  associations  connected  with .  every 
hill  and  valley  of  their  native  land,  how  can  they  remain  passhrp 
under  the  rod  of  iron  ?    No !  One  might  as  well  endeavour/to 
preyept  the  irruption  of  the  volcanic  matter  after  its  combinatioa 
within  the  mighty  laboratory  of  nature :  ages  indeed  may  be  ije- 
quired  to  prepare  the  effervescent  mass,  but  a  momentary  shock  is 
sufficient  for  its  explosion.  .  What  then  can  prevent  the  Greeks, 
connected  as  they  are  with  Russia  by  a  common  faiths  by  great 
mercantile  establishments,  by  offices  and  emoluments   ivhich  the 
Autocrat  of  the  north  so  liberally  bestows  upon  them,  from  inviting 
his  aid  and  implorine  his  co-operation  whenever  they  may  rise  to 
throw  off"  the  yoke?     What  but  the  establishment  of  an   inde- 
pendent Grecian  empire,  having  rights  worthy  of  defence,  and 
priidleges  worthy  of  enjoyment  ?      This,  I  venture  to  assert, 
would  be  the  firmest  barrier  against  all  encroachment,  whether 
Russia  should  endeavour  to  seize  upon  the  whole,  or  should  admi( 
other  Continental  States  to  a  participation  of  the  plunder :  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  chat  the  atrocities  committed  by  the  infi- 
dels against  their  Christian  subjects,  ought  to  put  them  under  the 
ban.  of  the  European  confederation. 

But  I  have  heard  it  asserted  that  the  Greeks  are  sacrificed  to  a 
mean  sordid  spirit  of  mercantile  speculation. 

It  is  thought  more  advantageous  to  deal  with  ignorance  :and 
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apathy  than  with  ehterpri^g  ingenuity :  the  indolent  TvtA  \§ 
easily  cajoled^  and  exclusive  privileges  are  phtzmti^'  which  wouM 
be  refused  by  a  more  active  and  eidightehed  nation :  fitd6ntiment^ 
indeed  for  that  most  Christian  governmenti  by  whose  parti^n4 
they  hav^  been  openly  promulgated-^a  gotemmenti  whu^h^  aftet 
solemn  deirlarations,  promises^  and  treaties,  encourages  the  abOi^ 
minable  tfaffic  in  human  flesh,  and,  laughing  at  the  simplicity  ot 
its  neighbothrs,  gains  double  advantages  from  their  abolition  of  it. 
But  such  opinions  are  as  much  beneath  the  dignity,  as  they  are 
adverse  to  the  interests^  of  a  country  like  Great  Britain,  which^ 
from  the  spirit  of  its  constittition,-  the  temper  of  itspeople,  t^  m-^ 
tent  of  its  resource£(;  and  its  geographical  position,  should  Idvltd 
rather  than  decline  coihmercial  competition.   Iii  spite  of  all  exditi 
sive  privileges,  I  have  learned  from  the  most  respectable  Sburc^Si 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  thai  the  ptofits  of  our  coniiherce  ih 
the  Levant,  have  been  decUning  for  many  years  past :  aiid  ^hat 
else  can  be  expected  from  a  country^  through  which  deploptilsitioii 
and  inis^  walk  hand  in  hand  i,  wnere  the  maiiy  are  sacrificed  to 
the  feW,  who  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  wealth,  without  thlit 
whidi  ought  to  be  the  necessary  cbndition  of  obtaining  it,  active  ih^ 
iduitry.:  it  is  not  from  a  paralyzed  state  like  tiiis,  but  hither  from 
one  whete  riches  iare  generally  distributed,  tiiat  toihmercial  advati* 
tage^  are  tb  be  sought :  it  is  tipt  with  batbariians,  destitiit^  of  all 
maritime  knowledge  or  enterprize,  attached  to  Asiatic  custoixiSi  kn-^ 
blied  with  invincible  prlsjucfices  against  every  useful  invention  of  ilib^ 
ideim  science — bari>ariansi  who  haie  put  to  death  ev^ry  one  of  tbefit 
Sultans^  tluit  has  attempted  b  intirodtice  any  iiinovatioh^  hbWevet 
tiseful,  into  thieir  ancient  ordinances:  it  is  not,  I  say,  with  sucH^ 
tiiat  British  merchants  ought  to  desire  connexion,  when  thi^  eman- 
cipation of  the  Gi^ks  would  open  a  channel  of  eoamniniieatioti 
with  a  spirited,  cbmmelrcial  people^  Whose  manners,  int^rests^  ^lid 
Veligion  conform  with  those  of  other  European  nations :  that  pteo- 
jple  haVe  already  sbowti  what  they  are  capable  of  attdhing  to  tik 
those  insular  maritime  establidimentis^  where,  protected  by  {Post- 
ilion, and  unmolested  by  the  presence  or  interference  of  OttoUdail 
tyranny,  they  have  gradually  fohned  fleets  that  have  spread  tetttJir 
and  destruction  through  the  Turkish  iiavy.   Thte  whole  of  Owfeot, 
emancipated  from  ban>arian  oppression^  would  become  as  HyAra, 
Spezie,  and  Ipsara :  IHce  South  America,  she  would  open  a  ca^aic^U^ 
mart  fbr  fitiropiean  produce :  England  would  be  the  fitsfc  oAUhtJry  tJo 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  tiiis  commerce,  and  as  Gteecte  hk^  taeilheir 
external  colonies  nor  the  means  of  acquirihg  tiiem^  SIA  ^cAild  i^A 
theit  produce  from  Great  Britain,  whilst  interest  on  A*  6n*  side,  and 
gratitude  on  the  other,  would  cement  the  union  of  t&ekivd  )a3ldcm^$ 
latid  guarantee  its  durability.  .; 
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But  it  is  useless  to  say  more  upon  this  part  of  the  subject^  ai^ 
the  pnncipal  topic  remains  still  tobe  discussed. 

I    ^un  afraid  that  the  standard  of  the  Crossj  raised  aeainsjt 
the  Crescent^  is  thought  a  signal  of  rebellion;  and  that  the  dirone 
of  the  Sultan  is  considered  as  fixed  upon  the  basis  of  legitimacy* 
Gr^ous  heaved!  that  terms  should  ever  be  so  perverted j  or 
that  the  epithet  legitimate  should  be  attached  to  tyrannic  despo- 
tism I  What  allegiance  do  the  Greeks  owe  these  barbarian  lords? 
tf  indeed  to  strip  an  unfortunate  people  of  their  property,  to  ia-> 
capacitate  them  for  civil  or  political  appointments,  to  expose  them 
to  insu£Ferable  exactions  and  wanton. injury,  to  leave  them  without 
guarantee  for  liberty  or  life,  and  not  unfrequently  to  deliberate 
upon  their  utter  extirpation;    in  short,    if'  to  attack  and  con- 
quer them  without  provocation,  and  to  preserve  through  four 
successive  centuries    the  broad   indelible    mark    of  slavery  be- 
tween the  conquerors  and  the  conquered^  if  this  be  to  secure 
the  duty  of  allegiance,   then  has  the  Sultan  a  right  to  expect 
support    from  the    confederated    Christian    states. — But   I    ra- 
ther believe  that  every  liberal  and  unprejudiced  man  will  think 
with  xne,  that,  since  history  cannot  point  out  one  solitary  pater- 
nal monarch  in  the  blood-stained  annals  of  the  Ottoman  empire,-— 
^at,  since  the  sword  of  conquest  has  never  yet  been  deposited  in 
the  hands  of  Justice,  and  no  laws  exist  for  me  protection  of  the 
Greeks,  to  no  laws  are  they  amenable.    Unattached  to  their  con- 
querors by  a  single  benefit,  not  acknowledging  their  odious  domi- 
Jiiony  unbound  by  a  single  oath,  unrestrained  by  any  bond  but  that 
of  terror,  and  never  having  renounced  the  imprescriptible  law  of 
national  independence,  they  retain  the  same  right  to  rise  against 
their  ferocious  tyrants,  as  when  those  savage  hordes  first  crossed 
.the  Bosphorus  to  usurp  the  throne  of  the  Cssars :  nay  more,  they 
have  the  strongest  possible  claim  to  succor  and  assistance  from  aU 
^Christian  Powers ;  and  every  philanthropic  government  would  at 
least  leave  private  speculation  free,  and  furnish  them  with  the 
provisions  of  war,  instead  of  prohibiting  such  supplies,  or  grant- 
ing them  to  their  adversaries.-r-To  denounce  their  patriotic  strug- 
|[les  forthe.recovery  of  those  rights  on  which  alone  legitimacy  is 
founded,  as  the  efforts  of  rebellion,  is  political  blasphemy,  is  an 
outrage  against  the  law  of  nations  and  the  law  of  nature ;   and 
the  endeavour  to  detain  them  under  the  iron  sceptre  of  their  bp- 
.preissors  is  not  mpre  unjust  than  it  would  be  to  replace  Spam 
uijider  the  dominion  of  the  Moors,  the  low  countries  under  that  of 
Spain,  or  the  Russians  under  the  yoke  of  the  Mogul  Tartars. 
Ajw;iy  then  with  flimsy  Jesuitical  pretexts !   What  Christian  nation 
can,  what  nation  would,  plead  an  alliance  o£Fensive  and  defensive 
,^^tl^e  Sultan  ?  It  is  sufficiently  disgraceful  to  have  formed  ^7 
tie.qr  qi^nvention  with  tyrants  nurtured  in  ignorance  and  hostility 
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to  our  faith,  slares  to  eunuchs  and  other  vile  ministers  of  a  se- 
raglio, who  commit  open  outrages  and  insults  upon  the  very  Am- 
bassadors of  European  States,  and  consign  their  prisoners  of  war 
to  the  most  inhuman  treatment  as  criminals  and  slaves. 

To  say  that  the  Turks  may  not  now  be  driven  out  of  Europe, 
which  they  have  so  long  defiled  by  their  presence,  is  as  much  as 
to  declare  that  the  combinations  of  Potentates  ecclesiastical  as  well 
as  civil  to  oppose  their  irruptions  were  improper  and  unjust :  to  say 
that  the  present  is  not  a  fit  time  for  interference,  is  the  same  as 
giving  a  temporary  licence  to  barbarians  for  murder  and  violence 
of  every  kind  and  degree  :  to  make  a  boast  of  the  pacific  and  con-* 
ciliatory  measures  which  some  Christian  Ambassadors  may  have 
recommended  to  the  Porte,  is  to  insult  the  common  sense  of  all 
nations  in  Europe,  which  know  the  character  of  these  barbarians, 
and  how  graciously  such  overtures  would  be  received  by  an  igno- 
rant proud  people  which  yields  nothing  but  to  menaces  and  fear:  in- 
deed the  daily  massacres  which  have  taken  place  throughout  the  Em- 
pire, and  the  massacre  of  Scio  in  particular,  demonstrate  very  satisfac- 
torily the  utility  of  such  measures.  But  the  most  atrocious  part  of  all 
attempted  to  be  played,  is  the  endeavour  of  some  persons  to  assimi- 
late the  Greek  character  in  point  of  systematic  cruelty ^  as  they  call 
it,  with  that  of  the  Turks  themselves ;  and  for  this  purpose  they 
continually  report  the  old  story  of  the  barbarities  practised  at  the 
capture  ot  Tripolizza.     Now  to  compare  the  acts  of  vengeance 
committed  by  a  conquering  army  at  the  capture  of  a  city  which  had 
made  an  obstinate  resistance,  and  in  which  they  found  all  their 
hostages  lying  murdered  in  the  streets,  with  the  horrid  slaughter 
and  evils  ten  times  worse  than,  slaughter  inflicted  upon  thousands 
of  innocent  victims  wherever  the  Grecian  arms  have  been  crowned 
with  success,  is  really  too  much  :  moreover,  if  we  speak  oi  systema- 
tic cruelties  we  must  not  regard  so  much  the  horrors  of  war,  terri- 
ble though  they  be,  as  those  which  for  four  successive  centuries 
have  been  practised  by  one  party  only  against  their  uno£Fending  sub- 
jects.    Read  the  account  of  any  traveller  in  Turkey,  and  there  see 
what  are  systematic  cruelties.     In  addition  to  this,  1  have  the  best 
reasons  for  asserting  that  the  cruelties  of  the  Greeks  at  Tripolizza 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated — at  any  rate  they  were  committed 
before  eyep  a  provisional  government  was  established  in  Greece : 
since  that  establishment  has  taken  place  the  humane  conduct  of 
the  Greeks  tovirards  their  enemies  is  well  known,  and  is  acknow- 
leged  by  ^11  except  the  dealers  in  fabricated  reports  and  Austrian 
Gazettes,  and  this  conduct  is  the  more  praiseworthy  when  we  re- 
collect the  ages  of  suflFering  they  have  to  revenge,  and  the  horrible 
examples  which  are  4aily  s^st  them  by  their  implacable  foes. 

If  the  facts  which  have  been  stated,  or  the  arguments  which 
^ay.e  been  adduced,  are  not  sufiicient  to  excite  Englishmen,  them^ 
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selves  the  first-bom  sons  of  moderiv  liberty,  to  patronize  the  cause  * 
of  Greece,  I  should  almost  despair  of  moving  them  by  the  fre- 
quent and  appalling  massapres  in  Smyrna,  Salonica,  Constantino- 
ple, and  other  great  Cities  of  the  Empire ;  massacres,  which  affix 
almost  as  deep  disgrace  upon  the  Christian  States  which  have  per- 
mitted them,  as  upon  the  barbarians  by  whom  they   have  been 
perpetrated.     Still  there   is  one  transaction  capable  of   moving 
everjr  heart    which  the  scorching  breath  of  modern  policy  has 
not  dried  up  and  withered — I  allude  to  the  treatment  of  unhappy 
Scio.     Th^t  beauteous  Isle,  the  favorite   residence  of  the  blind 
immortal  bard,  has  been  made  almost  one  general  sepulchre  of 
its  unfortunate  inhabitants,  a  common  slaughter-house,  where  the 
blood  of  every  age,  and  rank,  and  sex,  has  flowed  in  one  united 
stream.     Yet  why  apply  the  epithet  unfortunate  to  those  who 
fell  beneath  the  Turkish  scimitar,  whose  fate  it  was  to  close  their 
eyes  at  once  upon  their  native  hills  and  upon  their  own  calamities  ? 
The  lot  of  horror  is  to  others,  to  the  young,  the  beautiful,  the  in- 
nocent daughters  of  this  once  happy  Island,  dragged  fropi  the  pa- 
ternal roof,  from  the  tender  care  of  beloved  friends  and  yjejatives, 
from  social  happiness,  from  all  the  refinements  of  civilized  life, 
and  subjected  to  the  pollution  of  vile  barbarians,  whose  hands  were 
dyed  with  the  blood  of  all  their  dearest  connexions.    The  he^rt 
sickens  at  the  recital,  but  it  must  be  made. 

Reader,  to  this  happy  Isle,  adorned  by  the  lavish  hand  of  na- 
ture, blesseid  with  peculiar  privileges,  free  from  the  very  presence 
of  Ottoman  barbarians,  and  subject  j;o  the  mild  government  qf  its 
own  elders,  the  richest  and  best  jeducated  Greek  merchants  or 
other  proprietors  used  to  retire,  that,  after  having  ^njoyed  in  peace 
the  fruits  of  patient  industry,  they  might  sink  to  rest  in  (he  coun- 
try of  theit  forefathers,  and  in  the  bosom  of  their  families*  The 
manners  of  the  Sciot  females  were  considered  as  elegant,  and  their 
souls  as  soft^  as  their  features  were  lovely  and  expressive ;  the 
beauty  of  a  Helen  and  the  majesty  of  an  Andromache,  might 
have  been  observed  among  them  at  those  festivals,  when  they 
were  accustomed  to  realize  the  enchanting  scenes  described  by 
ancient  poets,  when  the  aged  folks  lay  reclined  upon  the  ena- 
melled turf,  or  under  the  shade  of  the  overspreading  plane-tree, 
to  see  their  children,  decked  in  garlands,  lead  the  graceful  dance 
and  chase  the  retreating  waves  upon  the  shore,  or  welcome  with 
their  joyful  songs  the  return  of  spring  or  the  pjathering  of 
the  purple  vintage.  Where  are  ye  now,  ye  fairest  flow- 
ers of  Homei's  rock/  Isle  ?  plucked  up  and  withered !  gone  into 
slayery  worse  than  death,  if  death  could  be  ten  times  repeated  ! 
sold,  after  the  most  horrible  pollution,  at  a  price  less  than  cattle 
in  a  ijnarlf et  to  Asiatic  barbarians  and  to  African  Moors.  Graqious 
God!  a  tenth  part  of  these  atrocities  in  an  unenlightened  age. 
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would  have  aroused  all  the  gallant  spirits  of  Christendom  to 
avenge  their  wrongs !  and  shall  we  not  only  sit  by  tamely,  whilst; 
they  are  perpetrated,  but  suffer  them  to  be  extended,  as  tar  as  in 
us  lies,  to  future  generations  and  the  most  distant  ages  ? 

Reader,  if  you  be  a  brother,  a  husband,  or  a  fatther,  I  caQ  upon 
you  by  those  sacred  ties  of  nature,  I  call  upon  you  in  the  name  off 
woman,  of  her  who  exalts  out  joys  and  soothes  our  sorrows,  of 
her  whose  weakness  is  her  greatest  power,  of  h^r  who  h  this 
protectress  of  our  infancy,  the  inspirer  of  our  youth,  the  com- 
panion of  our  manhood,  and  the  consoler  of  our  age  ;  if  you  desire 
your  own  Island  still  to  remain,  as  it  hitherto  has  been,  a  sacred 
temple.  On  whose  altar  Virtue  herself  offers  up  the  pure  incense 
of  congenial  souls,  I  call  on  you  to  discard  your  apathy,  to  exert  yotrr 
efforts  in  the  sacred  cause  of  liberty  and  religion,  and  preserve 
your  fellow-creatures  from  worse  evils  than  the  exterminating 
sword -of  Iruthless  savages. 

And  you,  the  advocates  of  philanthropy  in  our  senate,  who 
have  so  oft  proclaimed  the  sorrows  and  vindicated  the  rights  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  who  have  extended  the  arm  of  power  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  captive  African,  why  are  ye  now  silent.?  I  would  be 
the  last  person  to  suppress  generous  feelings  for  human  misery 
under  any  shape ;  but  what  are  the  pains  of  hunger,  of  Capti- 
vity, or  of  death  itself,  what  are  the  sufferings  6f  the  Indian  slave, 
oir  Irish  peasant,  compared  with  those  honors  whidh  overwhelm 
the  wretched  daughters  of  unfortunate  Greece  ?  Speak  out  there- 
fore in  this  cause,  or  boast  no  more  your  philanthropic  sentitnehtsl 
By  those  Virtues  that  distinguished  our  brave  ancestors-^by  this 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  we  ourselves  enjoy 
*-by  thlt  saCred  ensign,  the  Cross  of  our  Redeemer,  which  is 
degraded  and  despised — by  Him  who  died  upon  that  Cross,  ind 
taught  us  in  our  prayers  to  address  his  Father  as  our  Fiaither— anii 
by  Slat  paternal  God,  who  may  possibly  permit  these  evils  to 
exist,  for  this,  amongst  other  inscrutable  reasons,  that  they  may 
excite  in  us  a  spirit  worthy  of  our  high  calling,  speak  out,  that 
our  national  honor  be  not  further  cbm^romised,  and  the  stain  of 
everlasting  disgrace  stamped  upon  our  annals.  Ye^must  know  the 
cause  which  is  now  at  stake— ye  know  that  the  struggle  is^  between 
oppression,  tyrahny,  and  injustice,  arrayed  against  humanity,  civi- 
lization, and  Christianity.  If  the  former  succeed,  the  (Grecian 
name  will,  in  all  probability,  be  blotted  out  from  the  list  of  nations, 
for  the  implacable  infidels  have  sworn  its  extirpation:  and  if 
Christian  Kings  and  Potentates  should  resolve  ^that  the  Greeks 
ought  still  to  be  kept  und^r  the  iron  yoke  of  their  Ot^otnan  lords, 
I  should  bnly  follow  the  Christian  precept,  of  doing  for  others  as 
I  would  they  should  do  for  me,  if^I  prayed  for  their  eirirpatbo! 
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The  followiog  heart-rencEine  account  of  the  massacre  'at  SciOf 
aipeared  in  the  Star,  of  the  sixth  instant,  just  in  time  for  me  to 
|[iye  it  that  circulation,  which  this  ^pamphlet  may  aflbrd : 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Le^horn^  written  hya 'Gentleman  in  a 
Greek  House^  to  a  Friend  in  London. 

Leghorn^  June  18,1822. 
Mr  DEAR  Priend. 

In  my  last,  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  I  informed  you  of  the 

arrival  here,  on  that  day,  of  our  countrymen,  Mr.  M.  Jlodoca- 
nache^nd  Mr,  J.  Zinnia,  Irom  Scio.  They  had  obtained  their 
^passage' on  board  an  Au8trianLship>Qf  wary  and  had  .performed  their 

voyage'in  thirty vseven  days  fromficio  and^tbirty  d^^s  from  Smyrna, 
ildmoirdie  anxiety  you  mustieelcespecting  the  d^lorablCiUtuation 
fbf  our  unfortunate  Island ;  of  that  we  are  able  to  judge  by,  the  keen- 
rness  of  our  Seelings  on  the  subject ;  aqdias  thesie  two  friends  came 

direct  fiom.Scio^  andhad  been  witnesses  of  part  of  the  xhorrors 
fconmiittsd  there,  I  hardly  left  them  for  two  days,  during  which 

time  they  igav£  me  the  f olbwii^  ivivid  picture  of  the  misery  of  our 
tdeaTv  country. 

It  was  on  the  tibrenth  of.April  that  the  CZ^pitan  Padia  landed 
isereral  thousand  men ;  but.tl^  Turkish  £eet  had  (scarcely  hoire 
lin  si^t  when  the  commander  in  the, castle, began  .bombarding  vtbe 

town,:andfrom'that  time  till  the  day  of'ourdksparture  it  .was. one 
vcontinuedscene  of  murder,  cxmflagratioQ,  and  plunder,  .both  in 

comitryianditown  %  nor  were  i  they  even  satisfied  with  the^rarv^es 
ohe^firemadeupon.thehouses-Hits.progtess  was  too  slowrfor  their 
ifuvy^^and  :tfae  hands  of  men  aid^.and  assisted  the  .raging  ele* 
sments.  iThey^toobto  the  castle  about  eiffht  hundred  of  the  gardeners 

6f  the  principal  .and  most  respectable  vfamiUes,  whoo),  by  dint  of 
cdxreats  DfinstantideaA^andipromisesoflibertyt  theyiorced  to  con- 
'fess,  a&  far^as  theyjki»w,^whfre  any^prop^rty  hadiheenihid.  . In^al- 
rmostievery  garden,  at  dx  xnr  eight  lyards  diitaae?,  were  -seen  ^ptts 
uii^^  £»( the purpose  of  gnspiagthe  supposedjconci^edv treasure.  .All 
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the  women  were  sent  into  slavery ;  the  men  and  male  children 
above  twelve  years  of  age  were  massacred ;  the  children  of  the 
tenderest  age,  and  the  most  beautiful  from  among  the  young  wo« 
men^  they  sent  on  board  the  ships  with  great  pomp  and  solemnity, 
under  a  salute  of  guns ;  they  performed  an  operation  on  the  ms^e 
children  in  token  of  conversion  to  the  Mahometan  faith,  and  then 
sent  off  the  children  of  both  sexes  by  land  to  Constantinople,  by 
way  of  Smyrna,  under  an  escort  of  a  body  of  Turkish  soldiery. 
Two  regiments  of  Turks  had  assembled  and  shut  up  in  a  place 
in  the  country  about  seven  hundred  persons,  chiefly  peasants, 
whom  they  meant  to  divide  among  themselves  as  slaves ;  but  not 
being  able  to  agree  in  the  partition,  began  disputing :  an  Iman  or 
priest,  more  humane  than  the  rest,  expostulated  with  them  upon 
their  dissentions,  and  exhorted  tliem  to  concord,  when  one  of 
those  savage  brutes  exclaimed,  <<  that  the  only  way  to  avoid  dis- 
sention  was,  to.put  them  all  to  the  sword," — and  to  the  lasting 
shame  of  the  human  race,  in  less  than  half  an  hour  all  those  in- 
nocent men  were  put  to  death.  Others  of  these  butchers  had  in 
their  possession  four  families  of  distinction  ;  the  women  and  chil- 
dren diey  sent  to  the  city,  and  the  men  they  bled  to  death  as  sheep, 
in  a  slaughter-house,  near  which  they  were  passing  at  the  time. 
One  of  these  unfortunate  beings,  to  whom  they  had  not  given  a 
mortal  staby  was  left  to  linger  out  his  existence,  in  excruciating 
agony  and  pain,  for  two  days.  But  what  will  you  say  of  those 
innocent  and  young  children  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  most 
horrible  death,  caused  by  the  brutal  conduct  of  the  monsters  in 
whose  possession  they  fell  I  By  all  we  have  been  able  to  gather, 
it  appears  that  from  the  very  moment  the  Turkish  fleet  was  de- 
stined for  Scioi  the  total  destruction  of  the  Island^  and  annihilation 
of  its  inhabitants  were  resolved  upon,  without  any  examination  of 
their  culpability  or  innocence.  On  the  8th  of  May,  the  Pasha 
ordered  thirty-five  respectable  men  that  be  had  on  board  to  be 
hung  up  to  the  masts,  which  served  as  a  signal  to  the.  governor  of 
the  castle  to  do  the  same  with  eighty-five  hostages,  ordering  at 
the  same  time  the  eight  hundred  gardeners  who  were  still  in  cus- 
tody to  be  strangled.  From  the  10th  of  May,  on  which  day  we 
left  Scio,  there  has  been  no  cessation  to  murders,  conflagration, 
and  enslaving,  with  all  their  accompanying  ferocity.  Dp  not  be 
surprised  if  you  hear  that  there  have  been  nearly  sixty  thousand 
Turks  on  the  Island ;  the  report  of  the  numerous  and  rich  spoils 
of  those  who  first  went  over,  the  sight  of  gold,  silver,  jewels, 
shipped  oflFby  the  captors  to  places  of  safety,  enticed  over  a  horde 
of  these  barbarians  thirsting  for  Chpstian  blood  and  plunder. 
The  number  of  the  slain  amounted  on  the  10th  to  twenty-five 
thousand-— of  captives  to  thirty  thousand.    Those  who  have  saved 
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themselves  by  flight  are  comparatively  few  if  v  those  who  already 
have  reached  the  Continent,  and  those  immediately,  expected^  are 
the  only  ones  saved  ;  all  the  others  you  may  reckon  among  the 
dead  or  the  captive.  Those  even  who  have  escaped  from  the 
Turks,  must  soon  fall  a  prey  to  famine,  as  they  are  lurking 
about  the  mountains,  without  food  or  raiment.  How  we  have 
escaped  we  hardly  know,  it  seems  like  a  dream,  but  the  Divine 
Providence  assisted  us,  having  so  many  dangers  to  encounter,  and 
being  so  well  known  to  the  Turkish  inhabitants  of  Scio,  it  was 
only  changing  clothes,  and  being  accompanied  by  the  Austrian 
Consul,  that  saved  us.  Together  we  traversed  the  city,  or  rather 
hell,  for  the  whole  of  the  way  was  strewed  with  dead  bodies  of 
men  and  carcases  of  animals. 

The  walls  of  our  beautiful  houses  built  with  black  Trojan  mar- 
ble alone  remained,  and  in  them  were  seen  figures  of  women  and 
children,  pale,  wan,  and  emaciated,  waiting  in  morbid  despair 
till  they  should  be  transported  as  slaves  on  board,  the  Turkish 
vessels.  Methinks  their  cries,  sighs,  and  lamentations,  are  still  in  ou^r 
ears,  as  they  implored  the  Consul,  for  the  love  of  Heaven,  to 
take  compassion  on  them,  not  to  deliver  them  into  the  hands  ojf 
their  worst  foes^  not  to  leave  them  in  the  power  of  thos^  who 
would  force  them  to  embrace  the  Mahometan  Faith.  Oh  I  how 
agonising  were  our  feelings  then  I  But,  alas  !  what  cQuld  be  done 
to  save  them  ?  It  was  thus  through  scenes  harrowing  to  the  soul 
thatweat  last  reached  the  ship,  that  was  to  convey  us  to  Smyrna; 
yet,  as  if  our  cup  of  affliction  and  danger  was  not  yet  full,  we 
unexpectedly  found  on  board  tins  vessel  thirty-four  young  women 
of  the  heads  of  families,  on  their  way  to  Constantinople,  by  way  of 
Smyrna,  sent  thither  by  the  Pasha,  as  presents  to  the  Grand  Seig- 
nibr— Many  of  them  we  were  personally  known  to ;  the-  least 
sign  of  recognition  on  their  part  would  have  immediately  disco- 
vered us  to  their  Turkish  guard,  and  our  lives  would  have  been 
forfeited ;  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  we  veiled  our  fea- 
ture^ from  observation,  keeping  all  the  day  below  decks,  and  only 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  night  breathing  the  fresh  air  on  deck ;  at 
last  we  reached  Smyrna,  were  immediately  transported  on  board 
the  Austrian  ship,  and  finally  arrived  here.  But  what  tongue 
can  utter  the  perils  and  dangers  of  every  kind  we  have  been  expo- 
sed to  ?  nris  God,  and  God  alone  that  can  give  aid  and  conso- 
lation to  this  humiliated  persecuted  race  of  beings  ;  those  that  are 
gone  to  another  life  are  the  most  happy ;  it  is  the  enslaved  sur- 
vivers  that  claim  our  pity.  These  are,  my  dear  friend,  the  gloomy 
accounts  that  the  above  esteemed  friends  gave  me.  I  have  heard, 
and  now  tell  you  with  a  bleeding  heart  and  a  tear-fraught  eye, 
that  my  poor  father  and  uncle  were  among  the  hostages.  Oh  I 
God,  what  a  blow  !  A  vessel  has  just  anived  from  Constantino- 
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ple^piriiig  08  die  advice  of /die  jejcectttion  Uiese  of  ten  bootee; 
will  this  aever  ^haire  an  lend !  1  reaUy.cao  write  no  morej  I  ieel 
•o  sitk>9t  heart.    Adieu  J 


A  Letter  in  the IFf  ench  papers^  f  lom  a  jomig  ^reek  at  Smyrna^ 
dated'fhe  19tfa  cf  Msur,  gives  some  additiooal  pasticulars  respect- 
ing this  dire  event,  U9ie  writer  ^calculates  that  fcxty  thousand  In- 
iUviduals  have  either  \)etn  murdered  or  sdd  'to  slavery.  He 
says  :— 

Throughout  die  opulent  Scio,  only  fifteen  houses  are  £tan4ing, 
containing  our  mothers^  our  sibters^  our. daughters,  reduced  to  the 
most  dreadful  slavevv.  Theve^the  monsters  profane  every  thing  to 
gratify  diefir  rage  ana 'iheir  passions.;  and  often fthe  virgins  whom 
the^  have  <stiUied- by  their  embraces,  receive  from  themselves  the 
^eath  whidh  they  wish  for.  All  the  chateaus  which  rendeired  our 
liland'tfie  most  agreeable  in  the  Meditecraneaui  our  Academy^  the 
2iibrary,4he  superb  (Edifices  of  Saint  Anaigiroso,  Saint  Victor^  the 
ApostleSf  eighty-sis  Ohurches,  and  upwards  iOf  forty  -Yillages^ 
4iave  been  consumed  by  the  flames. 

The  ferocious  incendiaries  then  scouired  idie  mountuns»  and  the 
forestSy  and  they  are  now  at  the  twrnty^^fourth  Village  /of  MaAtic. 
These  tigers^a  thousand  times  moce^crueLthan  those  of  ;the  )forest» 
iiave  vented  tibiat ^hatred  upon  the  tdead  which  they  bear  to  the 
lif  ing.  They  opened  the  <tombS|  afid  threw  into  the  streets  the 
4>oneS'of^our  fafhersjand  thecorpses  of  <their  own  ,victims  .were 
idragged -by  tbefeet'dirough  the  brooks.  {Lvecy  day  womenof  ithe 
-first 'fiamilies'in'theldand  ave- exposed  to  Sjale  in  the  ipublic  imatr 
lets  i  artides  of  gre^  'Value,  ( such,  as  the  sacred  vases  of  the 
Grre^  and  Catholic  Chur<ihes,  and.t^e  ihabiliments  of  the  Priests» 
'are  by  diese  wretches^sold'at  a>'Vi]eipfi^e. 
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**  Woods,  tiiat  wav«  o'er  Delphi's  steep. 
Isles,  that  crown  th'  JEgean  deep. 
Fields,  that  cool  Ilissus  laves. 
Or  Where  Meander's  ^dnbeNwaves 
In  lingering  iab'rinths  creep. 
How  do  your  tuneful  echoes  languish. 
Mute  but  to  the  voice  ot  anguish ! 
Where  eatefa  oKl  pontic  Mt>untaln 
Inspifation  breath^  around ; 
jBv'ry  shade  and  hallow'd  FounUun 
Murmur'd  deep  a  solemn  sound." 


lesst. 


/ 


A   LETTER, 


BEAR  SIRj 

1  YESTJBBDAY  read  in  a  provincial  Newspaper  some  extracts  from 
your  eloquent  and  powerful  ^^  Address  to  the  people  of  England  in  the 
cause  of  the  Greeks,"  and  I  have  the  greatest  possible  satisfaction 
in  devoting,  to  a  serious  consideration  of  the  topics  suggested  to 
my  mind  by  the  perusal  of  it,  the  Sabbath — '*  A  day,  which,*'  as 
Gilpin  says,  **  is  truly  honorable  in  our  eyes,  and  marked  as  a  season 
of  sacred  delights.'' 

1 .  1  am  not  in  the  number  of  those,  who  have  contemplated  with 
'^  apathy"  the  present  struggle  of  the  Greeks  for  national  existence 
and  national  independence ;  but  I  proudly  reflect  that  I  have,  from 
Its  first  commencement,  felt  the  deep  importance  of  it,  both  in  a  re- 
ligious and  in  a  political  point  of  view  ;  and,  so  far  as  my  slender 
intercourse  with  the  world  permits,  I  have  endeavoured  to  infuse 
into  all,  with  whom  I  have  conversed,  the  same  ardor,  which  animates 
my  own  bosom  in  this  most  interesting  and  most  righteous  cause. 

2.  I  perfectly  agree  with  you  that  the  repeated  massacres  in 
Smyrna,  Salonica,  Constantinople,  and  other  great  Cities  of  the 
Turkish  Empire,  *'  affix  almost  as  deep  disgrace  on  the  Christian 
States,  which  have  permitted  them,  as  on  the  barbarians,  by  whom 
they  have  been  perpetrated ;"  and  1  feel  most  strongly  that  for  a 
Christian  Government  to  leave  such  crimes  «  unwhipped  of  justice" 
IS  to  make  a  large,  grievous,  fearful,  portentous  addition  to  the  too 
black  catalogue  of  national  sins.  To  avenge  atrocities  like  these, 
I  should  have  thought  that  in  the  present  enlightened  age  *^  ten 
thousand  swords  would  leap  from  their  scabbards." 

3.  It  has  been  remarked  in  a  Sermon,  which  was  delivered  by  Bishop 
Shipley  before  the  Society  for .  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
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PartSy  and  M^hich  a  competent  judge  has  pronounced  to  be  the  most 
finished  composition  in  the  English  language,  ^^  that  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  has   been  of  small  efficacy  amongst  the  Indians* 
The  sagacity,  for  which  they  are  remarkable,  seems  to  be  of  a 
partial  kind,  and  to  partake  more  of  instinct  than  of  reason.     They 
can  employ  great  art  to  obtain  their  ends,  to  procure  Dvbat  they 
desire,  or  to  gain  a  superiority  over  an  enemy ;  but  their  passions 
and  habits  proceeding  always  in  one  narrow  track,  they  have  neither 
relish  nor  discernment  for  the  clearest  truths,  to  which  they  have  not 
been  accustomed.     After  showing  the  greatest  address  and  courage 
in  subduing  or  surprising  an  enemy,  they  cannot  comprehend  that 
it  would  be  generous  not  to  torture  him,  and  that  it  would  be  wise 
to  give  such  treatment,  as  they  would  wish  to  receive.     They  have 
besides  an  untameable  savage  spirit,  which  'has  refused  to  heai*  the 
voice  of  instruction,  which  has  obstinately  rejected  the  arts  and 
improvements  of  the  Europeans,  and  has  hitherto  only  adopted  the 
most  beastly  of  tbeir  vices.     For  these  reasons,  though  we  ought 
not  to  remit  our  endeavours,  yet  I  fear  we  have  little  reason  to  hope 
for  their  conversion,  till  some  great  change  in  their  manners  has 
made  them  abandon  their  savage  vagrant  life,  and  prepared  them 
for  the  discipline  of  law  and  religion/'   (B'p.  Shipley^ $  Works, 
vol.  ii.  p.  £97.^  Now,  dear  sir,  if  with  these  inauspicious  omens,' 
the  respectable  individuals,  who  constitute  the  Bible  Society,  have 
at  an  enormous  expense  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  largely  to  dis- 
seminate copies  of  the  sacred  volume  among  the  unconverted  hiea- 
tbens,  will  not ''  their  heart  burn  within  them"  at  the  more  glorious 
and  '^goodly  prospect"  of  rescuing  their  fellow  Christians,  the  Greeks, 
from  the  direst  cruelty  and  oppression,  which  has  ever  been  endured 
by  aflSiicted  humanity — will  they  not  lavish  their  treasures  and  lend 
every  means  in  their  power  to  promote  '^  a  consummation  most 
devoutly  to  be  wished  for" — will  they  not  perceive  the  far  weightier 
obligation  of  redeeming  the  Christian  slave,  than  of  enlightening 
the  free-born  heathen  ? 

4.  The  Bill  for  the  Admission  of  Catholic  Peers  into  the  House 
of  Lords  did  not  fail  to  excite  the  strongest  interest  in  the  minds 
of  the  Bishops ;  and  shall  it  be  said — will  posterity  credit  the  fact — 
that  matters  of  such  little  moment,  (considering  the  very  smalt 
number  of  the  Peers,  who  would  have  been  benefitted  by  the 
passing  of  that  Bill,)  could  stir  up  their  zeal  into  vigorous  action, 
but  that,  when  a  Christian  population  of  seven  million  souls 
are  fighting  not'  more  for  political  existence,  for  the  blessings  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  for  national  independence,  than  for  life 
itself  on  the  very  soil,  which  gave  birth  to  them, — '*  a  soil  filled 
with  the  monuments  of  freedom,  enriched  with  the  blood  of  its  de- 
fenders, the  sepulchre  of  their  fathers,"  (Robert  Hall's  Sentiments, 
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proper  to  the  present  crim,  p.  71.)  the  mausoleam  of  befoism,  tbe 
nanctuarj  of  genius^  the  paotheoQ  of  glory-— -not  a  siiigle  ^ce 
shoald  have  been  raised  throughout  that  Right-^reyerend  BeiM:hy  IQ 
advocate  their  just  rights^  and,  in  the  name  of  our  holy  religion^  to 
demand  from  our  Government  the  measures  necessary  for  securing 
that  life,  that  enstence,  those  blessings,  that  independence  i    . 

^  Let  us  endeavour  to  wipe  away  the  tears  from  the  poor  oppressed 
natives  of  India,  (Greece,)  and  suffer  them,  if  possible,  to  enjoy 
some  taste  of  the  legal  security  arid  civil  liberty,  which  render  life 
dear  to  ourselves ;  which  are  blessings  hitherto  unknown  to  those 
climates,  but  more  grateful  to  the  heart  of  man  than  idl  the  fruits 
and  odors,  which  nature  has  lavished  upon  them."  (Bp*  Shipley' » 
Work^  vd.  ii.  p.  322.) 

5.  While  memory  holds  her  seat,  dear  Sir, 

Dum  memor  ipse  mei,  dum  spiritus  hos  regit  artus, 

I  shall  never  forget  the  impression,  which  was  produced  on  my 
mind  by  the  perusal  of  Lord  Chatham's  Speech  on  the  employment 
of  Indians  in  the  American  war ;  an  impression  the  deeper,  because, 
while  the  composition  delights  the  taste,  the  reasoning  satisfies  the 
understanding,  tbe  principles  touch  the  heart,  and  the  sentiments 
express  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind.  Now  if  his  Lordship 
bad  lived  to  see'  this  our  day,  what  would  have  been  his  language  at 
tbe  policy  pursued  by  the  Government  of  this  country  in  respect 
to  tbe  Greeks  ?  at  the  silence  observed  by  the  Bishops  i  at  tlie 
general  apathy  of  Englishmen  on  this  point  i 

The  sentiments  are  so  appropriate  to  tbe  present  occasion,  that 
I  msiy  be  excused  for  inserting  the  Speech  intire. 

''  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  1  will  not  join  in  congratulation  on  mis- 
fortune and  disgrace.  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  perilous  and  tremendous 
moment — it  is  not  a  time  for  adulation — the  smoothness  of  flattery 
cannot  save  us  in  this  rugged  and  awful  crisis.  It  is  now  necessary 
to  instruct  the  throne  in  the  language  of  truth.  We  must,  if 
possible,  dispel  the  delusion  and  darkness,  which  envelope  it ;  and 
display  in  its  full  danger  and  genuine  colors  the  ruin,  which  is 
brought  to  our  doors.  Can  ministers  still  presume  to  expect 
supi>ort  in  their  infatuation  i  Can  Parliament  be  so  dead  to  their 
dignity  and  duty,  as  to  give  their  support  to  measures  thus  obtruded 
and  forced  upon  them  ?  Measures,  my  Lords,  which  have  reduced 
this  late  florishing  empire  to  scorn  and  contempt. 

'^  But  yesterday,  and  England  might  have  stood  against  the 
world — now  none  so  poor  to  do  her  reverence!  The  people, 
whom  we  at  first  despised  as  rebels,  but  whom  we  now  acknowlege 
as  enemies^  are  abetted  against  you,  supplied  with  every  military 
store,  have  their  interest  consulted,  and  their  Ambassadors  enter- 
tained by  your  inveterate  enemy — and  Ministers  do  not  and  dare 
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«ot  interpose  with  dignity  or  effect.  The  despenite  state  of  our 
Army  abroad,  is.  in  part  known.  No  man  more  highly  esteems 
aind  ihooors  the  English  troops  than  I  do ;  1  know  their  virtues  and 
-their  valor;  I  know  they  can  achieve  any  thing  but  impossibilities; 
and  I  know  that  the  conquest  of  English  America  is  an  impossibility^ 
You  cannoi,  my  Lords^  you  cannot  conquer  America.  What  is  your 
present  utoation  there?  We  do  not  know  the  wonU;  butwe  know  that  in 
three  CampaigJis  we  have  done  nothing  and  suffered  much.  Ypu  may 
•well  every  expense,  accumulate  every  assistance^  and  extend  your 
tniffic  to  the  shambles  of  every  German  despot ;  your  attempts  wiU 
be  for  ever  vain  and  impotent^— doubly  so,  mdcfedy  from  the  merce* 
nary  sad,  on  which  you  rely ;  for  it  irritates  to  an  incurable  resent- 
ment the  minds  of  your  adversaries,  to  over-run  them  with  the 
mercenary  sons  of  rapine  and  plunder,  devoting  them  and  their 
possessions  to  the  rapacity  of  hireling  cruelty.  If  X  were  an  Ameri- 
can, as  I  am  an  Englishman,  while  a  foreign  troop  was  landed  in 
my  country,  I  never  would  lay  down  my  arms — never ^  never ^  never  ! 
Sot,  my  Lords,  who  is  the  man,  that,  in  addition  to  the  disgraces 
and  mischiefs  of  the  war,  has  dared  to  authorise  and  associate  to 
our  arms  the  tomahawk  and  sealping-knife  of  the  savage  i  to  call 
ioto  civilized  alliance  the  wild  and  inhuman  inhabitant  of  the  woods? 
lo  delegate  to  the  merciless  Indian  the  defence  of  disputed  rights, 
and  to  wage  the  horrors  of  his  barbarous  war  against  our  brethren  i 
My  Lords,  these  enormities  cry  aloud  for  redress  and  punishment 
But,  toy  Lords,  this  barbarous  measure  has  been  defended,  not  only 
on  the  principles  of  policy  and  necessity,  but  also  on  those  oT 
morality ;  '  for  it  is  perfectly  allowable/  says  Lord  Suffolk, '  to  use 
all  the  means,  which  God  and  Natture  have  put  into  our  hands  !'  1 
am  astonished,  I  am  shocked  to  hear  such  principles  confessed,  to 
hear  them  avowed  in  this  House,  or  this  country.  My  Lords,  I  did 
not  iolend  to  encroach  so  much  on  your  attention  ;  but  I  cannot 
repress  my  indignation — I  fed  myself  impelled  to  speak.  My 
Lorda,  we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this  House,  as  men,  as 
Christiaos,  to  protest  against  such  horrible  barbarity — *  that  God 
and  Nature  have  put  into  our  hands !'  What  ideas  of '  God  and 
Nature'  that  Noble  Lord  may  entertain,  I  know  not;  but  I  know 
diat  sudi  detestable  principles  are  equally  abhorrent  to  religion  and 
hiMMnity.  What!  to  attribute  the  sacred  sanction  of  ^God  and 
Nature*  to  the  noassacres  of  the  Indian  scalping-knife  I  to  the  canr 
nibal  savage,  torturing,  murdering,  devouring,  drinking  the  blood  of 
his  itiangled  victims!  Such  notions  shock  every  precept  of  mo- 
rality, every  feelmg  of  humanity,,  every  sentiment  of  honor.  These 
abominable  principles,  and  this  more  abominable  avowal  of  them, 
demand  the  most  decisive  indignation.  I  call  on  that  Right  Reve* 
rend,  and  this  most  Learned  Bench,  to  vindicate  the  religion 
VOL.  XXI.  Pam,  NO.  XLI.  N 
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of  their  God,  to  support  the  justice  of  their  country.  I  call 
on  the  Bishops  to  interpose  the  sanctity  of  their  lawn^  upon 
the  Judges  to  interpose  the  purity  of  their  ermine^  to  save  us  from 
this  pollution.  I  call  upon  the  honor  of  your  Lordships  to  revei* 
rence  the  dignity  of  our  ancestors^  and  to  maintain  your  own.  I 
call  on  the  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country  to  vindicate  the 
national  character.  I  invoke  the  Genius  of  the  Cotistitutian^ 
From  the  tapestry,  that  adorns  these  walls,  the  immortal  ancestor  of ' 
this  Noble  Lord  frowns  with  indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his 
country.  In  vain  did  he  defend  the  liberty,  and  establish  the  reli- 
gion  of  Britain,  against  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  if  these  worse  than  Po- 
pish cruelties  and  inquisitorial  practices  are  endured  among  us.  To 
send  forth  the  merciless  cannibal,  thirsting  for  blood  !  against  whom  i 
your  Protestant  brethren  ?  To  lay  waste  their  country,  to  desolate 
their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  race  and  name,  by  the  aid.  and 
instrumentality  of  these  .horrible  hell-hounds  of  war  !  Spain  can 
no  longer  boast  pre-eminence  in  barbarity.  She  armed  herself 
with  blood-hounds  to  extirpate  the  wretched  natives  of  Mexico ; 
we^  more  ruthless,  loose  these  dogs  of  war  against  our  countrymen 
in  America,  endeared  to  us  by  every  tie,  that  can  sanctify  humanity. 
I  solemnly  call  upon  your  Lordships,  and  upon  every  order  of  men 
In  the  State  to  stamp  upon  this  infamous  procedure  the  indelible 
stigma  of  the  public  abhorrence.  More  particularly,  I  call  upon  the 
holy  Prelates  of  our  religion  to  do  away  this  iniquity — let  them 
perform  a  lustration  to  purify  the  country  from  this  deep  and 
deadly  sin.  My  Lords,  I  am  old  and  weak,  and  at  present  unable 
to  say  more ;  but  my  feelings  and  indignation  were  too  strong  to 
have  said  less.  I  could  not  have  slept  this  night  in  my  bed^  nor 
even  reposed  my  head  on  my  pillow,  without  giving  vent  to  my 
eternal  abhorrence  of  such  enormous  and  preposterous  principles/' 

6.  St.  Paul,  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
writes  thus : — **  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing ;  for  in  due 
season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  As  we  have  therefore  op- 
portunity, let  us  do  good  unto  all  men^  especially  unto  them,  who 
ere  of  the  household  of  faithr  And,  gracious  God!  does  not 
the  obligation  of  this  precept  extend  alike  to  the  palace  and  the 
cottage,  to  the  nation  and  the  individual,  to  the  statesman  and  the 
subject  f  But  what  Christian  power  has  not  violated  this  injunc- 
tion by  a  tame  acquiescence  in  the  repeated  massacres  of  Greeks 
and  Franks  by  ruthless  barbarians  and  accursed  infidels? 

7.  '^  This  righteousness  and  mercy,  which  is  due  to  all  men^  but 
especially  to  those,  who  are  under  our  protection,  is  the  law  of 
nature,  the  command  of  religion,  and  it  ought  to  be  the  first  and 
leading  maxim  of  civil  policy.  But  it  is  amazing  how  slowly  in  all 
ikiuntries  the  principles  of  natural  justice,  which  are  so  evidently 
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necessary  in  private  life^  have  been  admitted  into  the  adminrstra- 
tion  of  public  affairs."  {Bp.  Shipley's  Works^  vol.  ii.  p.  322.) 
So  wdi  founded  is  this  remark,  that  even  the  King  of  France,  who 
is  a  perfect  devotee  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  a  most  amiablel 
man  in  private  life,  has  not  made  one  solitary  effort  to  aid  the  Greeks 
in  their  struggle  for  political  existence,  conformably  alike  to  the 
prin€iples  of  that  pure  faith  and  to  the  dictates  of  an  enlightened 
policy. 

8.  It  has  been  declared  from  the  Bench,  and  on  the  authority 
pf  Lord  Coke,  ''that  Christianity  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  common 
law  of  the  land  ;"  and  if  that  be  the  case,  doubtlessly  all  conduct 
both  in  the  statesman  and  in  the  individual,  which  is  repugnant  to  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity,  is  punishable  by  that  law.  I  have  il 
right  then,  dear  Sir,  to  expect  and  to  demand  through  the  Parlia-^ 
ment/rom  the  Ministers  of  this  country  their  protection  of  aiid 
assistance  to  the  Greeks  in  a  contest,  which  threatens  their  very 
existence. 

9*  A  publican  was,  if  I  rightly  remember,  recently  tried  for  and 
convicted  of  the  offence  of  refusing  to  receive  into  his  house  a 
person,  who  had  fallen  into  the  Thames  and  had  been  rescued  from 
a  watery  grave ;  and  it  was,  I  think,  argued  in  the  Court,  not  so 
mucb  that  his  house  should  have  been  opened  to  the  reception  of 
the  sufferer^  because  it  was  licensed  for  the  public  accommodation, 
as  that  the  law  of  humanity  is  anterior  to  all  positive  law,  because 
it  is  a  part  of  Christianity,  which  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  commoii 
law  of  the  land.  JNow  if  an  individual  is  in  such  a  case  and  on 
such  grounds  liable  to  punishment  for  not  following  the  precepts 
of  our  holy  religion,  surely  no  man  will  deny  the  obligation  of 
those,  who  are  intrusted  with  the  administration  of  the  country, 
to  regulate  its  policy  by  those  precepts — no  man  will  dispute  the 
criminality  of  those,  who  have  adhered  to  a  different  system. 

If  it  be  contended  that  the  publican  might  on  such  a  ground 
be  punished  by  the  State,  because  he  was  a  subject  of  the  State; 
but  that  our  Ministers  would  not  be  punishable  for  refusuig  to  as-;, 
^ist  the  Greeks,  because  they  are  the  subjects  of  another  State,  I 
TCfly  that  England  has  claimed  and  exercised  the  right  of  inter- 
fering in  the  affairs  of  other  States — ^has  it  not  done  so  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  the  infamous  traffic  in  human  flesh  f  did  it  not 
assist  in  forcing  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  the  present  King  on 
tfa^  throne  of  France  apparently  against  the  consent  of  the  people  ? 
did  it  not  for  some  time  refuse  to  recognise  the  Spanish  Constitu- 
tion? and  did  it  not  connive  at  the  unprincipled,  the  Buonapartean; 
the  barbarian  conduct  of  the  Holy  Alliance  in  crushing  the  rising 
liberties  of  Naples  and  Piedmont  ?  1  may  be  justified  for  using 
this  strong  language,  when  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  Ministry 
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h94  during  the  last  Session  the  magnanimity  and  the  integrity  to  de- 
clare within  the  walls  of  Parliament^  that  **  there  was  a  splendor 
and  a  glory  about  the  despotism  of  Napoleon,  as  much  at  least 
as  despotism  would  admit  of;  but  that  the  views  of  the  Allies  are 
gloomy y  dark^  hopeless,  and  barbarous." 

10,  The  war  between  the  Turks  and  the  Greeks  must  be  re« 
garded  as  a  war  of  extermination ;  in  the  nervous  and  sententious 
language  of  Tacitus,  Vtrisque  necessitas  in  loco,  spes  in  virtute,  salus 
ex  victoria.  *^  The  cause  speaks  for  itself:  it  excites  feelings^  which 
words  are  ill  able  to  express ;  involving  every  object  and  motive^ 
which  can  engage  the  solicitude,  affect  the  interests,  or  inflame  the 
heart  of  man.  After  a  series  of  provocations  and  injuries,  recipro- 
cally sustained  and  retaliated,  the  dispute  betwixt  them  and  dieir 
enemies  is  brought  to  a  short  issue — it  is  no  longer,  which  of  the 
two  nations  shall  have  the  ascendant,  but  which  shall  continue  a 
nation — it  is  a  struggle  for  existence,  not  for  empire/'  {Robert 
HalTs  Sentiments  proper  to  the  present  Crisis,  p.  68.)  And 
with  this  feeling  shall  we  not  deem  it  to  be  our  plain  and 
paramount  duty  as  Christians  to  aid  the  cause  of  the  Christian 
Greeks  i  If  we  hesitate  a  moment  to  take  a  decided  part  in  the 
struggle — if  we  in  any  way  whatever  lend  any  support  to  the 
base  horde  of  Asiatic  infidels,  are  we  not  manifestly  chargeable 
with  a  share  in  the  guilt  of  all  the  massacres,  which  those  accursed 
barbarians  may  make  of  the  Greeks,  who  may  unfortunately  fall 
into  their  hands  i  Does  not  the  innocent  blood  recently  shed  ib 
Constantinople  and  in  Scio  **  rise  up  in  judgment''  against  lis,  be- 
cause by  a  proper  interference  we  could  and  must  have  prevented 
iti  Methioks  I  see  the  shade  of  the  venerable  Patriarch  of  Con- 
stantinople, murdered  by  an  enthroned  ruffian,  hovering  over  the 
dome  of  St.  Stephen,  waving  the  Standard  of  the  Cross,  and  in 
shrill  and  lugubrious  tones  demanding  from  the  people  of  England 
as  fellow  Christians — on  the  faith  of  the  religious  principles,  whi;:h 
they  profess, — vengeance  for  himself  and  protection  for  his  op- 
pressed countrymen ! 

11.  But  it  is  argued  that  the  cruelties,  which  have  been  charged 
on  the  Turks,  have  been  practised  in  a  similar  way  by  tlie  Greeks 
themselves.  If  such  is  the  fact,  this  is  the  strongest  possible 
reason  for  assisting  the  Greeks  to  realise  their  national  indepen- 
dence, because  by  making  them  free  you  will  inspire  them  with 
9II  the  generous  sentiments  of  free-born  men — ^^  their  souls  will 
walk  abroad  in  their  own  majesty — their  bodies  will  swell  beyond 
the  measure  of  their  chains,  which  will  burst  from  around  them, 
and  they  will  stand  redeemed,  regenerated,  and  disenthralled  by  the 
irresistible  Genius  of  Universal  Emancipation."  {Curran's  D^fknee 
of  Rowan.)    But,  whiter  I  shall  not  attempt  to  palliate  any  barbari- 
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ties,  which  ihe  Greeks  may  have  cotnmitted  on  the  vanquished 
Turks,  justice  requires  from  me  the  unhappy  declaration  that  it  i» 
not,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  contest,  the  policy  of  the  Greeks 
to  give  any  quarter  whatever  to  the  Turkish  soldiers  or  sailors ; 
and  with  respect  to  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish  garrison  at  Tfi^ 
polizza,  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the  account  that  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  destruction  was  the  previous  massacre,  which  that 
Turkish  garrison  had  made  of  the  300  eminent  Greek  hostages 
confined  m  the  citadel — a  fact,  with  which  the  besieging  Greeks 
became  acquainted  only  on  their  first  entrance  into  the  place,  and 
which  was  well  calculated  to  provoke  the  spirit  of  revenge,  which 
more  or  less  actuates  every  human  breast  in  every  clime,  whether 
''  bond  or  free,"  whether  Heathen  or  Christian* 

12.  Such  arguments,  founded  on  the  cruelties  and  the  barbarities 
of  the  Greeks,  even  if  they  rested  on  facts,  would  be  intitled  to  n6 
more  weight  than  similar  arguments  advanced  by  the  advocates  of 
the  Slave-Trade.  ^*  I  trust  we  shall  no  longer  continue  this  com«> 
merce  to  the  destruction  of  every  improvement  on  that  wide  Conti- 
nent ;  and  shall  not  consider  ourselves  as  conferring  too  great  a 
boon  in  restoring  its  inhabitants  to  the  rank  of  human  beings.  I 
trust  we  shall  not  think  ourselves  too  liberal,  if  by  abolishing  the 
Siave^Trade,  we  give  them  the  same  common  chance  of  civilization 
with  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  we  shall  now  allow  to  Afri- 
ca, (Greece,)  the  opportunity — the  hope — the  prospect  of  attaining 
to  the  same  blessings,  which  we  ourselves,  through  the  favorable 
dispensations  of  Divine  Providence,  have  been  permitted  at  a  much 
more  early  period  to  enjoy.  If  we  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason 
and  duty,  and  pursue  the  line  of  conduct,  which  they  prescribe, 
some  of  us  may  live  to  see  a  reverse  of  that  picture,  from 
which  we  now  turn  our  eyes  with  shame  and  regret.  We  may  live 
to  behold  the  natives  of  Africa,  (Greece,)  engaged  in  the  calm  occu- 
pations of  industry,  in  the  pursuits  of  a  just  and  legitimate  com- 
merce. We  may  behold  thie  beams  of  science  and  philosophy  break- 
ing in  on  their  land,  which,  at  some  happy  period  in  still  later  times, 
may  blaze  with  full  lustra ;  and  joining  their  influence  to  that  of  pure 
religion,  may  illuminate  and  invigorate  the  most  distant  extremi- 
ties of  that  immense  Continent.  Then  may  we  hope  that  even  Afri- 
ca, though  last  of  all  the  quarters  of  the  Globe,  shall  enjoy  at  length, 
in  the  evening  of  her  days,  those  blessipgs,  which  have  descended  so 
plentifully  upon  us  in  a  much  earlier  period  of  the  world.  Then 
also  will  £urope,  participating  in  her  improvement  and  prosperity, 
rec^ve  an  ample  recompence  for  the  tardy  kindness,  (if  kindness  it 
can  be  called,)  of  no  longer  hindering  that  Continent  from  extri- 
cating herself  out  of  the  darkness,  which,  in  other  more  fortunate 
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regioDSy  has   been-  so  nmch   more  speedily  dispelled/'     {Pitfi 
Speech  in  1792,  on  the  Slave-Trade,) 

13^  The  present  Ministry  avow  themselves  to  be  the  disciples  of 
William  Pitt,  and  they  have  now  presented  to  them  a  glorious  op- 
pprttmity  of  showing  themselves  to  be  his  disciples  by  acting  in 
the  spirit,  which  dictated  those  remarks. 

;  14*  The  ground,  on  which  the  British  Government  appears 
hitherto  to  have  acted  in  discountenancing  the  Greek  Insurrection, 
is  simply  the  fear  that,  if  it  was  crowned  with  the  merited  success, 
Russia  would  have  the  in  tire  command  of  Greece,  and  the  balance 
pf  power  might  be  endangered  or  destroyed.  I  agree  with  you,  dear 
Sir,  in  deeming  this  to  be  a  mistaken  policy.  For,  if  Greece  main-^ 
tains  her  stand  against  Turkey^  but  at  the  close  of  the  conflict  is 
jenfeebied  by  the  prodigious  efforts,  which  she  may  have  made,  she 
will  naturally  throw  herself  into  the  arms  of  Russia  for  protection  ; 
but,  if  by  our  assistance  during  the  struggle  she  is  enabled  to  quit 
the  field  '^  more  than  conqueror"— -if  she  establishes  on  a  solid 
basis  a  form  of  Government  adapted  to  the  manners,  the  habits, 
the  opinions,  the  feelings,  and  the  religion  of  the  naiives,^  the 
balance  of  power  will  be  considerably  strengthened  instead  of 
being  weakened ;  Greece  will  adhere  rather  to  England,  which 
powerfully  aided  her  exertions,  than  to  Russia,  which  had  for  50 
years  plentifully  fed  her  with  hopes,  and  in  the  hour  of  her  need 
has  treacherously  and  cruelly  deserted  her ;  a  great  counterpoise 
will  be  given  to  the  ambitions  and  unprincipled  power  of  Austria^ — * 
a  power,  on  which  the  rest  of  £urope,  from  recent  experience,  ha9 
good  reason  to  look  with  a  more  jealous  and  watchful  eye  than 
on  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias. 

Ip.  I  shall  not  deny,  that  any  writers  are'  at  full  liberty  to  de- 
nominate the  Greeks  Rebels,  when  they  have  answered  the  ques- 
tions, whether  the  Barons  at  Runnamede  were  or  were  not  Rebeb, 
whether  the  Reformation  was  or  was  not  a  Rebellion  against  the 
Church  of  Rome,  whether  Jesus  Christ,  who  overturned  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Jews,  was  or  was  not  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  a 
Rebel  against  the  Roman  Empire,  whether  the  Christian  Mission- 
.aries,  who  labor  to  subvert  the  faith  of  the  Hindoos,  are  or  are  not 
Jiebels  against  the  established  creed  of  India  ? 

16.  Seneca  has  finely  remarked  that  **  a  virtuous  man,  struggling 
,with  misfortunes,  is  such  a  spectacle,  as  Gods  might  look  upon 
with  pleasure,"  (Spectator,  No.  39.)  I,  however,  think  that  a  nation, 
sunk  in  ignorance  and  vice,  but  after  *^  the  sleep  of  ages"  rising 
as  one  maq,  possessed  of  '^  the  unconquerable  mind,"  and  animated 
with  *^  Freedom'^  holy  flame,"  in  vigorous  and  hearty  rebellion 
against  the  despotism  of  its  rulers,  is  the  most  glorious  sight,  which 
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bumanised,  civilised,  christianised  man  can  behold — the  conteoi* 
plation  of  which  cannot  but  be  regarded  with  the  most  gracio^us 
eyes  by  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  because  out  of  the  chaos  and  confusion 
inseparable  from  such  awful  events  will  be  formed,  in  the  due 
course  of  time  and  by  his  almighty  power,  a  more  beautiful  system 
of  Government,  with  greater  purity  in  the  religion  of  the  people, 
-r— a  system,  which  will  afford  ample  scope  for  the  display  of  those 
'^ great  and  splendid  actions,  which  are  reserved  for  high  and  emi« 
nent  occasions — which  are  important  both  from  their  immediate 
advantage  and  their  remoter  influence — which  often  save  and  always 
illustrate  the  age  and  nation,  in  which  they  appear — which  raise  tlie 
standard  of  morals — which  arrest  the  progress  of  degeneracy — 
which  diffuse  a  lustre  over  the  path  of  life:  monuments  of  the 
greatness  of  the  human  soul,  they  present  to  the  world  the  august 
image  of  virtue  in  her  sublimest  form,  from  which  streams  of  light 
and  glory  issue  to  remote  times  and  ages  ;  while  their  commeniora- 
tion,  by  the  pen  of  historians  and  poets,  awakens  in  distant  bosoms 
the  sparks  of  kindred  excellence."  (R,  Halts  Modern  I  a  fidelity 
considered,  p.  9,6.) 

17*  '^  If  a  man  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  live  under  the  do- 
minion of  a  prince,  who,  like  the  monarchs  of  Persia,  could  mur- 
der his  subjects  at  will,  he  may  be  unhappy,  but  cannot  complain ; 
for,  on  Mr.  Hey's  theory,  he  never  had  any  rights  but  what  were 
created  by  society,  and,  on  Mr.  Burke's,  he  has  for  ever  relin- 
quished them.  The  claims  of  nature  being  set  aside^,  and  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Government  despotic  from  the  beginning,  his 
misery  involves  no  injustice,  and  admits  of  no  remedy.  It  requires 
little  discernment  to  see  that  this  theory  rivets  the  chains  of  de- 
spotism, and  shuts  out  from  the  political  world  the  smallest  glimpse 
of  emancipation  or  improvement.  Its  language  is,  He,  that  is  a 
slave,  let  him  be  a  slave  still."  (JJ.  HalVs  Apology  for  the  Freedom 
of  the  Press,  p.  59—63.  Edit.  7th.) 

18.  But  it  is  contended  on  the  supposed  authority  of  Scripture 
that  *'tbe  Powers,  that  be,  are  ordained  of  God/'  Yes,  but 
we  are  to  understand  this  declaration  with  some  qualification.  It 
is  God's  .will  that  tyranny  should  exist  in  certain  places  for  certain 
ages ;  but  it  can  never  be  his  pleasure  that  it  should  last  for  ever, 
because  we  are  assured  '^  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works,"  and  because  the  history  of  the  Bible  shows  that,  when  a 
nation  is.  plunged  in  the  grossest  depravity  and  the  most  abominable 
ignorance,  Qod  permits  its  entire  destruction  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  some  other  nation,  as  in  the  cases  of  Canaan,  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha,  Nineveh  and  Babylon.  Though  '^  the  Powers, 
that  be,"  may  be  justly  said  **  to  be  ordained  of  God,"  yet,  when 
the  same  Scripture  says  that  ''the  Son  of  Man  is  Lord  of  the 
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Sabbath/'  and  that  **  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  not  man 
for  the  Sabbath,''  it  is  evident  that  the  same  Lord  will  suffer  anj 
'' Powers,  that  be/'  to  be  destroyed  or  their  governments  to  be 
modified  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  the  com- 
plexion of  the  age,  the  nature  of  things,  in  his  own  good  time,  be- 
cause ''  the  Powers,  that  be,"  are  established  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community,  not  for  the  gratification  of  the  individual,  who 
may  be  seated  on  the  throne ;  and  when  the  people,  instead  of  de- 
riving benefits  from  those,  '^  who  are  put  in  authority"  over  them, 
are  suffering  under  the  iron-hand  of  despotism,  the  doom  of  the 
tyrant  will  be  justly  sealed,  and  the  blessing  of  God  will  sooner 
or  later  follow  the  nation,  when  the  standard  of  rebellion  is  raised. 

19.  "  The  privilege  of  censuring,  with  moderation  and  decency, 
the  measures  of  Government,  is  essential  to  a  free  constitution ;  a 
privilege,  which  can  never  lose  its  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  public, 
till  it  is  licentiously  abused.  The  temperate  exercise  of  this  pri» 
vilege  is  a  most  useful  restraint  on  those  errors  and  excesses,  to 
which  the  possession  of  power  supplies  a  temptation.  The  firee 
expression  of  the  public  voice  is  capable  of  overawing  those,  who 
have  nothing  beside  to  apprehend ;  and  the  tribunal  of  public  opi- 
nion is  one,  whose  decisions  it  is  not  easy  for  men  in  the  most  ele- 
vated stations  to  despise.  To  this  we  may  add  that  the  unrestrained 
discussion  of  national  affairs  not  only  gives  weight  to  the  senti- 
ments, but  is  eminently  adapted  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  a  peo- 
ple ;  and  consequently,  to  increase  that  general  fund  of  talent  and 
information,  from  which  the  accomplishments  even  of  statesmen 
themselves  must  be  ultimately  derived.  While  therefore  we  main- 
tain this  privilege  with  jealous  care,  let  us  be  equally  careful  not 
to  abuse  it.  There  is  a  respect,  in  my  apprehension^  due  to  civil 
governors  on  account  of  their  office^  which  we  are  not  permitted  to 
violate,  even  when  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  blaming  their 
measures.  When  the  Apostle  Paul  was  betrayed  into  an  intem- 
perate expression  of  anger  against  the  Jewish  High  Priest,  from 
an  ignorance  of  the  station  he  occupied,  he  was  no  sooner  informed 
of  this,  than  he  apologized  and  quoted  a  precept  of  the  Mosaic 
Law,  which  says.  Thou  shalt  not  revile  the  Gods^  nor  curse  the 
ruler  of  thy  people.  In  agreement  with  which,  the  New  Testa- 
ment subjoins  to  the  duty  of  fearing  God,  that  of  honoring  the 
King ;  and  frequently  and  emphatically  inculcates  submission  to 
civil  rulers,  not  so  much  from  a  fear  of  their  power,  as  from  a 
respect  for  their  office."  (R.  Halts  Sentiments  proper  to  the  pre'- 
sent  Crisis.) 

M.  It  is  worth  while,  dear  Sir,  to  notice  one  very  specious  ar- 
gument, which  has  bean  advanced  in  the  Tory- Newspapers  with 
the  view  of  deadenrog  the  deep  sense,  which  Englishmen  may  be 
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fKfposed  to  feel  of  the  wrongs  of  Greece^  and  of  ezttnguiabiog  ^ 
Che  anxious  ^sire,  which  for  the  honor  of  our  beloved  country  and ' 
the  sake  of  our  holy  religion  I  still  trust  that  the  majority  of  En* 
glishmen  entertain*  It  is  gravely  said  that  there  is  no  call  on  our 
nation  to  throw  the  mantle  of  ita  influence  on  and  to  extend  the 
am  of  its  power  to  unfortunate  Greece,  because  we  may  endan» 
ger  our  own  security  and  liazard  the  peace  of  Europe.  But  1  ask 
in  what  school  of  morality  these  writers  have  been  educated  i  Most 
assuredly  they  have  neidier  ^'  sat  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  nor 
heard  the  sermon  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  consecrated  Mount.  The 
principles  of  the  Christian  religion  do  not  exhibit  one  code  of  lawa 
for  the  palace  and  another  for  the  cottage ;  but  nations  and  their 
rulers  are  to  be  actuated  by  one  and  the  same  holy  spirit  of  charity-^ 
to  engage  in  one  and  the  same  work  of  love-*-to  practise  one 
and  the  same  goodness — and  to  commiserate,  to  mitigate,  to  re*> 
move  the  evils  of  mankind  to  the  utmost  possible  extent.  A  na^ 
tion  is  but  a  collection  of  individuals,  and  the  sovereign  is  but  the 
representative  of  the  people.  If  an  individual  is  hound  by  the 
law^  humanity  and  the  law  of  charity  to  assist  his  neighbour  in 
any  circumstances  of  distress,  which  he  may  have  the  power  to 
soften  or  to  relieve-— so  one  nation  is  bound  to  assist  another^ 
when  the  assistance  is  required  ;  and  if  the  principles  of  Christiani^ 
do  not  allow  an  individual  to  sit  down  coldly  to  calculate  whi^ 
possible  danger  may  result  to  himself  from  lendidg  his  assistance^ 
but  require  him  to  act  from  the  impulse  of  the  moment  and  to 
over-look  any  personal  considerations — so  they  cannot  justify  a  na- 
tion for  withholding  its  |n'Otection  from  a  neighbourii^  people, 
when  it  is  threatened  with  total  annihilation  by  ferocious  barbii- 
rians  and  sanguinary  Mahometans. 

21 .  But  it  is  now  time  to  draw  my  Letter  to  a  conclusion ;  and  I 
cannot  conclude  it  better  than  by  suggesting  to  the  advocates  of 
Grecian  liberty  what  is  the  proper  course  for  them  to  pursue  in  the 
present  state  of  things. 

28.  After  the  hrge  collections,  which  have  been  made  from  the 
people  of  England  for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  there  is 
little  propect  of  obtaining  any  considerable  sum  in  the  way  of  coo^ 
tribution  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  Greek  Insurrec^n.  But 
it  will  be  veiy  materially  aided  by  procuring  a  repeal  of  die  Foreign 
Enlistment-Billy  and  with  this  view  Petitions  should  be  forwarded 
to  Pariiament. 

23.  As  this  is  a  holy  war,  the  cause  of  outraged  humanity,  the 
cause  of  offended  justice,  the  cause  of  violated  chastity,  the  cause 
of  insulted  religion,  the  Ministers  of  every  denomination  should 
be  most  eamesdy  invited  to  appeal  to  the  feelings  and  the  under- 
standings of  their  respective  congregations;  and  in  the  present 
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state  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  of  refined  sensibility  and  gene* 
rous  sentiment,  neither  the  invitation  to  the  one  nor  the  appeal  to 
the  other  will  be  made  in  vain,  virhen  I  have  shown  that  to  support 
the  Greeks  is  alike  to  follow  the  maxims  of  prudence,  to  obey  the 
impulses  of  benevolence,  to  practise  the  law  of  charity,  and  to 
vindicate  the  religion  of  Christ  and  ''  the  ways  of  Grod  to  man.'- 

24.  Attempts  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  have  but  too  frequently  excited  the  whole  rhetoric  of  the 
Pulpit;  and  shall  it  be  said  that,  when  the  lives  of  7  millions  of 
men  are  in  imminent  jeopardy-^— when  the  question  is  whether  7 
millions  of  people  are  to  live  like  free  men  in  the  full  possession  of 
civil  liberty,  or  are  to  be  made  **  to  taste^  drop  by  drop,  more  than 
the  bitterness  of  death,  in  the  slow  torture,"  (Burke's  eulogium  on 
the  King  and  Queen  of  France,)  to  which  they  may  be  subjected 
by  Turkish  barbarity,  in  the  midst  of  bodily  chains  and  the  absence 
of  every  mental  enjoyment — when  the  point  at  issue  is  whether  7 
millions  of  our  fellow  Christians  are  to  be  permitted  to  secure  the 
right  of  following  the  faith,  Ivhich  we  profess,  of  serving  the 
Christ,  whose  precepts  we  obey,  of  worshipping  the  God,  whom 
we  ourselves  adore,  or  are  to  be  compelled  to  abjure  the  Christian 
name,  and,  merciful  Heaven !  to  see  the  children,  which  have  sprung 
from  their  loins,  educated  in  all  the  impure  practices  of  Mahome- 
tan belief — shall  it  be  said  that  on  an  occasion  like  this  no  Minis* 
ter  of  God's  holy  word,  himself  enjoying  ^^  the  liberty,  wherewith 
Christ  hath  made  him  free,"  was  found  to  plead  the  cause  of  the 
insulted,  injured,  oppressed,  and  enslaved  Greek? 

25.  Daily  engaged  as  I  am  in  the  study  of  the  Poets,  Orators, 
Historians,  Philosophers,  Philologists,  and  Critics  of  ancient 
Greece,  and  little  habituated  as  I  am  to  English  composition,  you  must, 
dear  Sir,  pardon  the  inaccuracies  and  imperfections  of  my  style — 
**  the  spirit,"  which  1  have  imbibed  from  their  immortal  works, 
**  has  given  me  utterance,"  and  **  out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh." 

"26.  **  Go  then,  ye  defenders  of  your  country,  accompanied  with 
every  auspicious  omen  ;  advance  with  alacrity  into  the  field,  where 
God  himself  musters  the  hosts  to  war.  Religion  is  too  much  in- 
terested in  your  success,  not  to  lend  you  her  aid ;  she  will  shed 
over  this  enterprise  her  selectest  influence.  While  you  are  engaged 
in  the  field,  many  will  repair  to  the  closet,  many  to  the  Sanctuary ; 
the  faithful  of  every  name  will  employ  that  prayer,  which  has 
power  with  God ;  the  feeble  hands,  which  are  unequal  to  any 
other  weapon,  will  grasp  the  sword  of  the  Spirit ;  and  from  my- 
riads of .  humble,  contrite  hearts  the  voice  of  intercession,  suppli* 
cation,  and  weeping,  will  mingle  in-  its  ascent  to  Heaven  with 
the   shouts  of  battle,  .  and   the   shock  of    arms.      And    thou. 
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iole  ruler  among  the  children  of  men^  to  whom  the  shields 
of  the  earth  belong,  gird  on  thy  sword,  thou  most  mighty! 
go  forth  with  their  hosts  in  the  day  of  battle !  Impart  in  ad- 
dition to  their  hereditary  valor  that  confidence  of  success^ 
which  springs  from  thy  presence !  Pour  into  their  hearts  the  spi- 
rit of  departed  heroes  !  Inspire  them  with  thine  own ;  and^  while 
led  by  thy  hand^  and  fighting  under  thy  banners,  open  thou  th^ 
eyes  to  behold  in  every  valley  and  in  every  plain,  what  the  prophet 
beheld  by  the  same  illumination— -chariots  of  fire,  and  horses  of 
fire !  Then  shall  the  strong  man  be  as  tow,  and  the  maker  of  it  as 
a  spark ;  and  they  shall  both  bum  together,  and  none  shall  quench 
them  J'  (JB*  HalPs  Sentiments  proper  to  the  present  Crisis,  p.  78) . 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  gratitude^ 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 
Your  faithful  and  obliged  Servant, 

EDMUND  HENRY  BARKER. 


P.  S.  August  ISih. — 1.  Since  the  above  Letter  was  written, 
1  have  been  informed  that  many  and  some  splendid  ofiers  of  sub- 
scription in  the  behalf  of  the  Greeks  have  been  made  in  Letters 
addressed  to  you  in  consequence  of  your  interesting  Pamphlet; 
and  therefore  I  do  not  now  see  real  reason  to  despair  about,  the 
success  of  a  general  subscription,  to  which  I  am  ready  to  contri- 
bute my  mite.  I  trust  that  but  few  days  will  be  sufiered  to 
elapse,  before  some  high-spirited  individuals  of  illustrious  rank  or 
known  respectability  will  have  the  courage  to  call  by  public  ad- 
vertisement a  general  meeting  at  the  London  Tavern  or  some  simi- 
lar place  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  on  the  best  means  of  aid- 
ing the  Greek  Insurrection.  It  appears  to  me  that  nothing  is  so 
well  calculated  to  efiect  this  important  object,  as  a  repeal  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment- Bill,  because,  while  this  Bill  is  sufiered  to 
remain  on  our  Statute-Book,  we  shall  not  be  allowed  to  send  to  the 
support  of  the  Greeks  what  would  be  the  most  useful  things, 
arms,  and  ammunition,  and  disciplined  soldiers ;  nor  can  we  tempt 
the  brave  officers,  who  have  earned  renown  on  the  field  of  Water- 
loo, ^^  to  pursue  the  track  of  glory''  in  Greece,  when  by  interfering 
in  the  cause  they  would  or  might  by  the  loss  of  their  half-pay  sa- 
crifice the  comforts  of  existence. 

2.  At  a  period,  when,  proh  Deum  hominumque  fideni!  we  are 
arraigning  the  bounty  of  Providence  as  the  cause  of  the  present 
agricultural  distress,  when   we  are  complaining-  of  a .  redundant 
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population,  when  we  consider  that  too  mucb  land  has  been  brouglit 
into  tillage,  when  the  Englbh  laborer  is  in  vain  supplicating  for 
employment,  and  uiien  the  Irish  peasant  is  in  a  state  of  absolute 
destitution^  is  it  not  extreme  impolicj— ^is  it  not  perfect  cruelty  not 
to  afford  every  facility  to  such  individuals,  as  desire  to  procure  a 
aubsistence  or  to  try  their  fortunes  on  a  foreign  soil  i  and  thou« 
Bands  of  heroic  spirits  might  at  once  earn  bread  and  acquire  fame  in 
the  Morea,  if  they  were  encouraged  to  lend  their  assistance  to 
the  Greek  Cause. 

3.  Nothing  can  be  more  happily  conceived  than  the  epithet 
barbarous,  which  a  connexion  of  the  present  Ministry  has  justly 
applied  to  the  views  and  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  For 
what  can  be  more  worthy  of  a  native  barbarian  than  to  kidnap  the 
person  of  the  Neapolitan  King,  to  persuade  that  veteran  imbecile 
to  a  shameless  violation  of  die  solemn  oath,  which  he  took  to  pre- 
serve the  Constitution,  which  had  been  gravely  formed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  in  Parliament  assembled,  and  to  support 
him  on  his  tottering  throne,  to  aid  him  in  annihilating  the  rising 
liberties  of  his  country,  and  in  decapitating  and  proscribing  their 
founders,  by  the  presence  of  those  armies,  which  the  Holy  Alliance 
have  been  proud  to  deem  the  liberators  of  Europe,  because  they 
had  crushed  the  tyrannous  power  of  Buonaparte?  What  can  be 
more  barbarous  than  for  Monarchs,  who  glory  in  the  name  of 
Christian,  to  retard  the  progress  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  to 
block  up  the  avenues  to  political  knowledge,  and  to  extinguish  the 
moral  lights  of  heaven  i  Posterity  will  hear,  with  an  astonishment 
equal  to  its  disgust,  that  the  magnanimous  Alexander,  who  had  the 
courage  not  to  sink  before  Buonaparte,  when  he  invaded  Russia, 
shuns*  the  sight  and  prohibits  the  importation  of  certain  English 
Newspapers,  because  they  come  from  a  land  of  liberty,  and  tell  of 
its  sweets.  What  can  be  more  barbarous  than  not  to  perceive  that 
**  nothing  in  reality  renders  legitimate  government  so  insecure  as 
extreme  ignorance  in  the  people  i  It  is  this,  which  yields  them  an 
easy  prey  to  seduction,  makes  them  the  victims  of  prejudice  and 
false  alarms,  and  so  ferocious  withal^  that  their  interference  in  a 
time  of  public  commotion,  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  erup- 
tion of  a  volcano.  The  true  prop  of  good  government  is  opinion, 
the  perception,  on  the  part  of  the  subject,  of  benefits  resulting 
from  it,  a  settled  conviction,  in  other  words,  of  its  being  a  public 
good.  Now  nothing  can  produce  or  maintain  that  opinion  but 
knowledge,  since  opinion  is  a  form  of  knowledge.  Of  tyrannical 
and  unlawful  governments,  indeed,  the  support  is  fear,  to  which 
ignorance  is  as  congenial  as  it  is  abhorrent  from  the  genius  of  a 
free  people.  Look  at  the  popular  insurrections  and  massacres  in 
France :  of  what  description  of  personr  were  those  ruffians  com- 
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posed^  who^  breaking  forth  like  a  torrent,  overwhelmed  the  mounds 
of  lawful  authority  ?  Who  were  the  cannibals,  that  tported  witb 
the  mangled  carcases  and  palpitating  limbs  of  their  murdered  vic- 
tims, and  dragged  them  about  with  their  teeth  in  the  gardens  of 
the  Tuileries  i  Were  they  refined  and  elaborated  into  these  bar- 
barities by  the  efforts  of  a  too  polished  education  ?  No :  they 
were  the  very  scum  of  the  populace,  destitute  of  all  moral  culture, 
whose  atrocity  was  only  equalled  by  their  ignorance,  as  might  well 
be  expected,  when  the  one  was  the  legitimate  parent  of  the  other. 
Who  are  the  persons^  who  in  every  country  are  most  disposed  to 
outrage  and  violence,  but  the  most  ignorant  and  uneducated  of  the 
poor?  to  which  class  also  chiefly  belong  those  unhappy  beings, 
who  are  doomed  to  expiate  their  crimes  at  the  fatal  tree  ;  few  of 
whom,  it  has  recently  been  ascertained,  on  accurate  enquiry,  are 
able  to  read,  and  the  greater  part  utterly  destitute  of  all  moral  or 
religious  principle."  (JR.  Hall's  Advantages  of  Knowledge  to  the 
lower  Classes,  p.  8). 

4. 1  shall  conclude  my  Postscript,  dear  Sir,  with  the  following 
words  of  the  same  excellent  writer  and  admirable  man^  which  I 
could  wish  to  see  engraven  on  the  heart  of  the  Holy  Alliance  :-^ 

'^  These  are  not  the  times,  in  which  it  is  safe  for  a  nation  to  re- 
pose on  the  lap  of  ignorance.  If  there  ever  were  a  season,  when 
public  tranquillity  was  ensured  by  the  absence  of  knowledge,  that 
season  is  past.  The  convulsed  state  of  the  world  will  not  permit 
unthinking  stupidity  to  sl^ep,  without  being  appalled  by  phantoms,' 
and  shaken  by  terrors,  to  which  reason,  which  defines  her  objects 
and  limits  her  apprehensions  by  the  reality  of  things,  is  a  stranger. 
Every  thing  in  the  condition  of  mankind  announces  the  approach 
of  some  great  crisis,  for  which  nothing  can  prepare  us  but  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  probity,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  While 
the  world  is  impelled  with  such  violence  in  opposite  directions ; 
while  a  spirit  of  giddiness  and  revolt  is  shed  upon  the  nations,  and 
the  seeds  of  mutation  are  so  thickly  sown,  the  improvement  of  the 
mass  of  the  people  will  be  our  grand  security,  in  the  neglect  of 
which  the  politeness,  the  refinement,  and  the  knowledge  accumu- 
lated in  the  higher  orders,  weak  and  unprotected,  will  be  exposed 
to  imminent  danger,  and  perish  like  a  garland  in  the  grasp  of  po-^ 
pular  fury.  '  Wisdom  and  knowledge  shall  be  the  stability  of  thy. 
times,  and  strength  of  salvation ;  the  fear  q/*  the  Lord  is  hit 
treasure'**  (R.  Haus  Advantages  of  Ignorance  to  the  lower. 
Classes,  p.  24.) 
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TJpwABDS  of  five  years  have  ehpsed  since  the  promulgation  of 
evidence  taken  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  state  of  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis^  and  nothing  has  yet  been 
completed  to  counteract  the  many  evils  prevailing  thrott|^hottt  tb^ 
whole  town,  from  its  centre  to  each  extremity. 

The  newspapers  daily  give  fresh  accounts  of  crimes  and  crimi- 
nals ;  imprisonment,  transportation^  and  death  dance  through  their 
columns  with  all  the  gaiety  of  amusing  intelligence,  to  the  detesta- 
ble disgrace  of  those  whose  duty  binds  them  to  produce  a  remedy, 
those  who  live  on  the  industry  of  laborious  members  of  society, 
favored  with  the  means  of  me,  without  the  pains  of  procuiing 
them. 

To  frame  laws  to  stem  the  torrent  of  an  impetidmg  danger,  to 
assure  the  free  enjoyment  of  every  social  blessing,  and  charitably 
to  aid  the  helpless,  are  the  bounden  duties  of  such  favored  beings  ^ 
they  are  the  price  of  their  luxuries,  the  best  reason  for  their  exis- 
tence. Having  said  this  little  to  stimulate  those  who  need  the 
goad,  I  shall  proceed  to  examine  the  evidence:  and.  First,  With  re- 
gard to  Jwoenile  Depredators^  children  bom  and  bred  in  iniquity, 
who  never  had  a  sense  of  virtue,  or  of.  shame ;  taught  to  thieve, 
almost  as  soon  as  they  can  crawl,  and  beaten  only  when  they  least 
deserve  the  punishment ;  (see  Clement's  official  edition  of  the  rolice 
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Report,  d20  and  342)  where  there  is  stated,  <<  that  children  are 
sent  out  beggingi  and  if  they  do  not  bring  home  money,  they 
(their  parents)  flog  them ;  and  that  some  of  die  young  thieves  are 
quite  children,  and  can  scarcely  crawl.''  These  are  statements 
made  on  oath  by  credible  witnesses,  persons  who  frequently  have 
had  opportunities  which  enable  them  to  vouch  the  truth  of  their 
assertions  ;  it  is  also  severally  stated  (in  43,  84, 153,  196,  and  256) 
<(  that  they  have  increased  to  an  alarming  number,''  Sec.  &c.  &c« 
The  cause  of  the  increase  of  juvenile  delinquency  (as  stated  in  thie 
Report,  49  and  61)  is  attributed  <<  to  the  leaving  destitute  orphans, 
infants  of  both  sexes,  the  progeny  of  indigent  and  profligate  pa^ 
rents  ;"  and,  to  <<  a  laxity  of  morals  among  those,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
instruct  and  look  after  them."  Another  cause  assigned  is,  the  sys*' 
tematical  mode  in  which  experienced  thieves  employ  children  td 
commit  theft ;  and  they  go  to  work  so  cleverly,  that  they  generally 
evade  detection ;  and,  when  they  are  caught,  the  child  must  l^ 
prosecuted  to  conviction,  before  the  employer  becomes  amenable 
to  the  laws  (84)  ;  and  in  (85)  it  is  stated,  <<  that  prisons  increase  the 
depravity  of  children,  rather  than  better  their  habits,  which  often 
induces  magistrates  to  hint  to  the  complainants  to  relinquish  prose- 
cution." (197)  It  is  stated,  that  there  are  brothels  devoted  solely 
to  the  use  of  children,  where  grown  up  people  cannot  gain  admits 
tance.  (217)  It  is  stated,  that  there  are  bawds  who  make  it  their 
business  to  go  about  the  town  in  search  of  pretty  girls^  of  whooi 
they  take  possession,  and  they  actually  seduce  the  boys  before  they 
think  of  the  perpetration  of  crime.  At  (345)  four  boys  had  been 
in  custody  at  Newgate,  together,  upwards  of  70  times :  two  of 
them,  as  the  head  of  a  gang  of  boys,  had  travelled  to  Portsmouth 
to  attend  the  fair.  In  (346)  it  is  stated,  that  they  all  keep  their 
girls,  whom  they  term  flash  girls — a  boy,  only  nine  years  old,  had 
his  flash  girl.  In  ( 197)  there  is  a  proposal  for  sending  500  of  these 
little  depredators  to  America,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  the  West 
Indies :  a  proposal  to  banish  little  children  for  crimes  which,  in 
many  instances,  they  have  been  compelled  to  commit.  Banish  their 
fathers,  their  mothers,  their  instigators,  who  are  more  guilty  than: 
the  actual  perpetrators.  Instigators  are  guilty  of  all  the  crimes 
committed  by  persons  under  their  influence,  whereas  the  perpetra- 
tor is  guilty  of  such  crimes  only  as  he  actually  commits :  upon  this 
principle,  all  receivers  of  stolen  goods  are  instigators,  and  should 
be  visited  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law.  If  these  destitute 
children  were  possessed  of  property  they  would  immediately  be* 
come  wards  in  Chancery,  their  bodies  taken  care  of,  their  minds 
enlightened,  under  the  direction  of  masters  specially  appointed ; 
they  would  he  subject  to  the  usual  restraints  of  a  public  school, 
4iscretionarily  flogged  when  deserving  punishment,  to  rear  them  in 
VOL.  XXI.  Pam.  NO.  XLI.  O 
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the  ^ath  of  virtue;  but  because  they  are  poor,  forlorn,  <<  destitute/' 
and  on  that  account  alone,  more  fitly  the  objects  to  be  protected  by 
an  equitable  judge,  they  are  left  to  rot  in  the  dens  of  thieves,  their 
hearts  corrupted,  their  souls  endangered,  their  sorry  being  breath- 
ing pestilence  in  society. 

Oh,  ye  philanthropic !  ye  Bible  associators  \  ye  vice  destroyers !  if 
the  seeds  of  pity  can  find  nourishment  in  your  breasts,  let  them 
spring  forth  to  rescue  from  destruction,  children  that  have  done  no 
wrong  because  they  knew  not  rectitude;  children  to  be  punished 
for  the  crimes  of  others,  acting  as  agents  through  fear  of  punish- 
ment  more  dveadf ul,  and  more  certain,  than  that  by  law  affixed  to 
the  crime  imputed ;  when  even,  if  they  Icnew  the  law,  obedience 
would  be  foUy.  An  idiot  has  no  will,  and  his  instigator  conomits 
the  crime  of  which  he  was  the  instrument.  A  wife,  acting  with 
her  husband,  in  some  cases,  is  considered  as  havings  no  will ;  yet  the 
child  of  them  both,  (acting  under  their  influence)  is  said  to  use  hb 
free  will  and  discretion,  though  every  natural  feeling  belies  the  law« 
(63)  It  is  stated,  as  calculated  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Mendicity,  there  are  <<  6000  children  mendicants  in  the  metropolis.*' 
As  begging  and  thieving  are  nearly  synonymous,  we  may  fairly 
imagine  one-third  of  that  amount  to  be  thieves ;  and  to  know  that 
2000  children,  in  London,  are  daily  on  the  watch  to  perpetrate 
crime,  must  stamp  some  portion  of  iiuamy  even  on  those  who  suffer 
by  their  depredations. 


n— ADULT  THIEVES. 

This  class  of  offenders  is  the  main-spring  of  the  former,  and 
should  be  visited  with  the  strictest  opposition,  watched  day  and 
night,  and  molested  in  every  haunt,  until  driven  of  neces»ty  to 
pursue  the  honest  course  of  life ;  but  so  long  as  there  exists  an  in- 
terest in  their  guilt,  independent  of  their  own,  and  that  interest 
vested  almost  wholly  in  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  suppress  such 
guilt ;  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  a  total  suppression  on  their  part,  hav- 
ing a  vital  interest  in  upholding  a  system  of  iniquity,  depravity,  de- 
bauchery, vice.  (208)  «  For  as  I  observed  to  Lord  Loughborough, 
on  a  questbn  by  Sir  William  Garrow— Ah !  Towasend,  you  have 
been  very  lucky,  who  gave  you  information  ?  and  I  laughed  at  th« 
question — it  would  not  do  for  us  to  answer  those  questions."  Cer- 
tainly not ;  (264)  the  informer  may  sometimes  be  a  poor  half-starved 
thief,  held  in  terror,  whose  neck  is  in  jeopardy,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, as  dangerous  as  the  active  thief,  and  perhaps  more  dangerous 
in  some  cases.  The  policy  of  encouraging  a  distinct  class  of  in- 
formers, is  rotte;n  at  the  core,  it  is  foreign  to  the  spirit  of  England ; 
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k  tends  to  make  every  man  look  at  his  nei^bour  with-  suq^onj 
it,  aibrogates  from  the  heart  that  warmth  of  friendshipi  whidi  is- 
congenial  t6  the  wett-beiw  of  every  manly  nation,  and  substitutes  a 
civil  fbrmdityy  which  is  both  cold  and  selfish.  Without  doubt' 
there  axe  many  cases  wherein  the  informer  is  so  interested^  that  he 
would  rather  mirse  the  criminal  than  check  the  crime ;  and  thoueh- 
his  employer  will  ncrt  degrade  himself  by  malpractices,  yet  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  but,  through  the  medium  of  this  in« 
fenner,''Wfaich  informer  may  employ  a  being  still  more  grovelling^ 
than  himself^  idbo  perhaps  would  not  hesitate  to  instigate  ms  victim ; 
and  if  this  victim  is  taken,  tried,  condemned  and  executed,  the  country 
gains  ndthii^  by  his  death ;  but  it  sustains  a  loss  greater  than  the 
public  example  will  commensurate.  When  a  thief  is  sent  out  of 
die  country  cnr  out  of  the  world,  there  is  always  another  ready  to 
succeed  him  in  his  particular  branch  of  the  trade,  and  fresh  recruits 
are  brought  in  to  fill  up  the  rear.  (SS4.)  «  The  town  is  divided 
into  walks  amongst  the  pickpockets ;''  it  is  also  stated  (264)  <<  that 
die  thieves,  of  all  the  large  towns,  have  a  regular  correspondence: 
wkh  each  other,  which  facts  clearly  prove,  that  they  carry  on  their 
trade  with  as  much  regularity  as  the  members  of  a  creditable  bu- 
siness. 

In  (51)  it  is  stated,  <<  that  there  exist  8000  places  in  the  metro^ 
polls,  notoriously  open  for  the  reception  of  stolen  goods.  Now 
supposing,  on  an  average,  that  each  place  makes  100^  ift  the  year 
by  nefarious  traffic,  the  sum  total  is  800,000/.  As  there  is  no 
statement,  in  the  Police  Report,  of  the  number  of  brothels,  I  place 
them  also  at  8000,  that,  at  an  average,  they  make  200/.  in  the  year, 
their  income  will  be  1,600,000/.,  which,  added  to  the  800,000/., 
makes  a  total  of  2,400,000/. :  the  tithe  of  which  sum  of  money  is 
not  to  be  despised  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  have  it  in  their  power 
to  foster  such  seminaries  of  vice. 

In  (71)  there  is  evidence  of  the  existence  of  <<  flash  houses,'' 
licensed  public-houses,  where  notorious  thieves  assemble,  with 
whom  officers  of  the  police  mingle,  not  expressly  for  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  crime,  but  to  enable  them  to  catch  criminals.  If 
these  places  are  not  traps  for  the  unwary,  they  are^fttiost  certainly 
dens  of  iniqtuty  which  should  not  exist ;  they  must  tend  to  the  in- 
crease of  criminals,  as  surely  as  brothels  tend  to  the  increase  of - 
prosdtutes. 

III.— PROSTITUTES* 

(Police  Report,  page  S3.) 

^  Has:  any  phn  ever  struck  you  as.  feasible,  by  which  that  dts« 
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gracd  to  London^  to  its  police,  and  its  morala,  the  crowds  of  womeiiy 
s0iQe  in  a  state  of  iiitdxication,  infesting  the  streets  and  annoyijQg 
the  passengers  during  the  best  part  of  tbe  night,  could  be  prevent-* 
ed  i"  <<  It  would  be  ten  times  worse  if  the  police  officers  and  watdk* 
men  did  itot  take  diem  up,  or  drive  them  away,as  they  do  at  present^- 
ihdkt  might  be  done  certainly  more  universally  than  it  is^  but  die  gacte 
would  be  filled  without  hope  of  reforming  them,  to  a  degree  that 
would  not  be  expedient.  The  punishment  by  law  is  loi^  imprisonment 
(for  corporal  punishment  of  another  kind,  with  women,  is  out  of 
the  question),  and  the  instant  they  come  out  they  must  be  commit* 
ted  again,  for  this  degraded  condidon  has  no  resource,  even  kxk 
friends  or  employment."  Also  (341)  <<  Tou  have  stated  in  your 
evidence,  diat  you  have  seen  the  watchmen  abuse  the  women  of 
the  town,  and  beat  them  for  not  giving  them  money  V  ^  Yes.'*— * 
<<  Do  you  not  think  that  this  conduct  of  the  watchmen,  in  levying 
a  tax  upon  those  unfortunate  persons,  and  of  course  tolerating  and 
winking  at  their  riotous  and  disorderly  conduct  in  the  streets,  is  a 
public  nuisance  ?'  <<  No  doubt  of  it.  I  think  many  prostitutes 
upon  the  town  are  servant  girls,  who  have  been  driven  diere  through 
the  caprice  of  their  masters  or  mistresses,  who  frequently  discharge 
them,  and  refuse  to  give  them  any  character.  I  have  had  many 
complaints  from  female  servants  personally  to  me  iq>on  that  sub- 
ject, I  may  say  two  or  three  hundred.''—"  Are  many  of  the  lower 
servants,  in  the  metropolis,  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to  that 
class  V  *<  No— not  while  they  are  servants ;  but  I  am  afraid  there 
are  many  servants  driven  to  that  course  of  life  by  the  reason  I  have 
seated." 

.  Here  are  causes  assigned  for  the  increase  of  prostitutes  in  die 
streets — the  interested  encouragement  of  watchmen*— and  die  ca^ 
price  of  master  or  mistress  who  refuse  to  give  a  character,  which 
compels  the  servant  to  resort  to  the  streets  for  subsistence.  If  a 
master  or  mistress  was  compellable  once  to  appear  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  there  give  on  oath  the  character  of  the  discharged 
servant,  each  party  would  be  benefited,  and  perhaps  no  action  for 
false  character  could  be  brought.  - 

A  plan  is  demanded  to  prevent  prostitutes  infesdng  die  streets. 
Can  it  be  supposed,  unless  harsh  measures  are  resorted  to,  that 
they  will  be  prevented  while  houses  are  open  for  their  reception ; 
houses  notoriously  open  for  the  express  purpose  of  fomicadon,  the 
doors  of  which  bear  the  features  of  identity,  as  conspicuously  as 
the  entrance  to  a  cathedral  or  a  parish  church  i  It  is  cruelty  in  the 
extreme  to  punish  these  poor  creatures  for  crime  which  is  unequi- 
vocally tolerated.  It  is  as  harsh  and  uncharitable,  as  to  chasdse  a 
starving  individual  for  eating  the  food  you  have  placed  in  his  hand. 
If  die  brothel  was  suppressoi,  women  wcnild  not  then  find  it  to  be 
their  interest  to  infest  the  streets. 
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In  a  much  approved  treatise  on  Police,  corporal  punishment  is 
recommended  on  proof  of  an  overt  act  to  commit  fornication ;  this 
would  look  like  something  beyond  human  jurisprudence.  The 
crime  itself,  abstractedly  considered,  without  reference  to  future 
consequence,  is  an  offence  properly  cognizable  only  at  the  tribunal 
of  Gk>d$  and  for  earthly  courts  to  arrogate  to  themselves  a  celestial 
jurisdiction,  is  presumption  which  but  few  dare  venture  to  defend. 
An  inferior  court  in  England  is  not  allowed  to  trespass  on  the  ju- 
risdiction of  its  superior,  then  why  should  this  superior  presume 
to  sit  in  judgment  with  God,  whose  superiority  is  far  above  cDnw 
parison  ? 

When  a  woman  brings  into  the  world  a  bastard,  she  is  amena^ 
ble  to  the  laws  on  bastardy,  which  tend  principally  to  exonerate 
the  parish  from  the  expense  of  maintaining  such  a  child,  on  the 
just  principle,  that  every  father  should  provide  for  his  own  offspring ; 
but  the  law  does  not  warrant  an  action  for  damages  on  the  behalf 
of  these  unfavored  infants,  against  their  reputed  parents,  "  For, 
that  they  gave  me  Ufe,  deprived  of  the  just  rights  of  other  good 
subjects  of  our  Lord  the  King,  and  therefore  I  pray  damages  for 
the  injuries  I  sustain/'  No— such  law  is  not  legalised ;  therefore, 
in  justice,  how  can  that  be  punished  criminally,  which  is  not  allow- 
-ed  to  be  a  civil  injury  as  against  those  who  have  most  reason  to 
complain  ?  criminal  punishment,  I  believe,  in  all  cases,  implies  a 
civil  injury.  ' 


IV.— BROTHELS. 

(Police  Report,  pp.  72,  73,  &c.) 

.  .  Evidence  appears,  which  need  not  have  been  on  oath,  to  con- 
viilce  dmost  the  most  incredulous,  of  the  existence  of  brothels 
throughout  the  metropolis ;  they  are  so  notorious  as  not  to  be  un<- 
known,  even  amongst  the  modest,  and  calling  God  to  witness  the 
truth  of  such  a  fact  gives  to  the  oath  a  semblance  of  blasphemy. 

(61)  There  is  evidence  of  licensing  a  notorious  brothel,  which, 
in  the  words  in  evidence  is  ^^  a  very  respectable  house,  in  point  of 
j^pearance,  but  nobody  can  doubt  for  what  purpose  the  house  is 
kept,''  &c.  In  England  there  are  laws  made  purposely  for  the 
suppression  of  brothels ;  and  yet,  it  is  told,  on  the  oath  of  the  chief 
clerk  of  a  magistrate,  that  a  place  of  this  description  is  licensed  in 
his  district :  a  monopoly  is  granted  by  law  for  th^  express  purpose 
of  preventing  such  places  from  trafficking  in  spirituous  liquors ;  and 
here  is  an  instance  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  magistrates,  which 
directly  tends  to  the  subversion  of  that  law,  and  the  only  extenua- 
tion pleaded  is,  that  it  hath  a  respectable  appearance— Extenuation! 
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Rather  a^^gtavadon^-^Tiiig  to  the  Devil  a  fair  countenance-*Hnisd&» 
ing  that  appear  tolerable,  which,  in  itself,  is  infernal.  Gentlemen^ 
you  that  are  of  the  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  Vice,  why  does 
such  a  place  exist  ?  Does  it  exist  for  your  own  convenience,  for 
the  cimvenience  of  your  wives,  your  children,  or  your  servants  i 
The  existence  of  such  a  place  cannot  be  denied,  then  why  does  it 
exist  ?  Its  existence  is  open  and  notorious,  then  why  does  it  exist  ? 
There  are  laws  made  for  its  suppression,  then  ^y  does  it  exist? 
Almost  every  body  can  assert,  that  such  a  place  is  used  for  such 
certain  purposes,  and  many  can  swear  to  the  truth  of  that  asser- 
tion j  yet,  ye  vice-destroying  gentlemen  cannot  find  the  means  for 
its  destruction.  Perhaps  some  of  you  can  say,  that  to  destroy 
these  houses  might  subvert  the  liberty  of  the  subject ;  on  the  con- 
trary it  would  expand  that  liberty,  give  freedom,  which  these 
houses  shackle  and  depress.  Women  of  fair  fame  hardly  dare 
Venture  in  the  streets  alone,  fearful  to  encounter  the  slander  of  ma- 
licious foes,  or  the  insults  of  rude  men.  (S4) 

There  is  another  description  of  brothel,  ox  which  the  bare  know^ 
ledge  of  their  existence  should  make  the  blood  of  fathers  curdle  in 
their  veins.  (217)  <<  But  the  way  in  which  girls  are  brought  into 
this  sort  of  mischief  is  by  old  bawds  going  about  the  town  and 
laying  their  hands  on  every  girl  who  has  a  pretty  face/'  Here  is 
evidence  diat  girls  are  led  into  iniquity ;  perhaps  they  are  clothed 
and  supported,  so  long  as  their  charms  will  fascinate  the  gay  aiid 
giddy,  and  then  suffered  to  depart,  likely  not  Without  a  promise  to 
pay  for  the  clothes  they  have  upon  their  backs.  Is  there  a  man,  in 
this  great  town,  who  can  imagine  that  it  will  be  his  lot  to  have  a 
child  thus  snatched  from  his  bosom,  to  be  ruined  and  disgraced 
for  ever,  and  not  feel  acutely,  stings  of  horror  that  such  destiny  is 
replete  ?  And,  to  show  that  none  are  exempt  in  these  matters,  I 
quote  evidence  which  may  be  relied  on  implicitly.  (209)  <<  Cez^ 
cainly  the  flash-house  can  do  the  officer  no  harm,  if  he  does  not 
make  harm  of  it ;  if  an  officer  goes  there  and  acts  foolishly,  and 
does  any  thing  improper,  the  same  as  for  me  to  go  to-night  to  aU 
the  brotnels  (I  believe  I  know  all  of  them) ;  but  was  there  ever  any 
one  who  would  say  that  I  went  and  asked  to  have  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  so  on,  there,  and  that  no  money  should  be  asked,  what  sort  oiF 
a  servant  should  I  be?  I  ought  to  be  turned  out,  and  never  em- 
ployed in  the  department  of  die  Police  again.  Who  has  been^more 
in  confidence  than  I  have  been  with  the  younger  part  of  society  of 
the  highest  rank  ?  How  often  have  I  gone  to  brothels,  there  to 
talk  over  a  little  accident  that  might  happen  to  A.'s  son  or  B.'s  son, 
or  my  Lord  this  or  th^  other's  son  ?  But  the  consequence  was,  not 
a  morsel  of  liberty,  or  how  would  Townsend  act  upon  these  func- 
tions of  authority,  a^  get  v^at  the  parties  asked  me  to  do  ^  no,  he 
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must  go  there  full  of  power^  with  great  distance  towards  th^ 
keeper  of  the  brothel ;  and,  as  to  the  poor  wretches,  in  many  cases, 
I  have  been  employed  to  bring  daughters  home  to  their  parents, 
persons  of  great  respect  and  consequence  i  we  have  not  found  them 
at  one  place,  but  at  another ;  we  have  taken  them  home,  and  there, 
there  has  been  an  end  to  it.  The  respectable  voung  men,^  however 
liberally  educated,  are  often  very  great  fools,  tor  they  often  subject 
themselves  to  vast  inconveniences  through  their  own  misconduct, 
by  committing  themselves  ridiculously  and  absurdly,  going  to  bro- 
thels and  getting  into  scrapes ;  and  what  has  been  the  consequence  ? 
The  consequence  is— Tqwnsend,  what  is  to  be  done  ?— -sometimes 
with  the  father,  and  sometimes  with  the  party  himself  j  but  how 
would  this  thing.be  executed,  if  I  were  to  attempt  any  thipg  like 
what  I  stated  before  ? — No,  I  mil  take  upon  myself  to  say,  I  never 
drank  a  glass  qfmne  with  these  sort  of  characters,  because  it  'woidd 
not  do.  In  order  to  execute  my  duty  properly,  I  must  keep  them 
at  a  proper  distance;  and  it  is  only  a  foolish  man  that  would  attempt 
it''  This  evidence  implies  something  beyond  the  bare  significar- 
tton  of  it^  words ;  it  expressly  states,  that  the  children  of  persons 
of  great  consequence  are  often  brought  into  infamy  and  disgrace ; 
andy  by  implication,  I  deduce  the  existence  of  SQme  kind  of  system 
that  upholds  brothels  in  their  impunity.  The  deponent  strenuously 
•asserts,  that  he  never  in  his  life  took  a  glass  of  wine  in  such  places, 
that  would  enable  the. keepers  to  take  liberties :  and  this  he  asserts 
without  being  asked  the  question.  I  fully  credit  the  assertion,  and 
it  evidently  proves  the  existence  of  such  practices,  or  why  need 
^^Townsend"  think  it  necessary  to  exculpate  himself  (not  from  a 
direct  charge,  but)  from  the  mere  possibility  of  a  chance^that  such 
an  idea  might  have  been  entertained  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
committee  ?  If  the  existence  of  such  practices  can  be  deduced,  it 
jnay  be  imagined  that  wine  is  not  always  wanted ;  and  that  an 
equivalent  will  prove  acceptable,  and  through  the  medium  of  an 
<  agent,  sub- agent,  and  deputy  sub-agent,  a  system  is  interwoven 
which  even  law  cannot  unravel,  upholding  brothels'  keepers  in  the 
.unmolested  enjoyment  of  a  very  lucrative  business.  If  the  magis- 
trates were  determined  to  suppress  these  houses,  as  brothels,  they 
could  no^  long  exist  i  but  so  long  as  public  opinion  tolerates  their 
existence,  no  executive  power  will  interfere  without  a  direct  appli* 
cation. 


v.— REWARDS. 

(Police  Report,  page  204.) 
Evidence  is  thus :— ^<<  I  have  very  great  doubt  whether  there  is 
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^n  officer  on  the  establishment  who  has  ever  made  SOL .  a  year  by 
tTevmrds.  There  ate  e^ht  sessions  in  the  year ;  taking  it  for  grant* 
ed  that  the  officer  should  convict  two  capital  £elons,  for  a  bttr#- 
^lary  or  a  highway  robbery,  each  sessions,  which  I  am  certain  &ey 
do  not ;  because,  in  many  cases,  the  jury  will  take  off  the  buiglary, 
and  the  officer  is  left  in  the  lurch  ^  therefore  it  is  a  robbery,  not 
burglariously  breaking  and  entering,  but  stealing  only;  then  the 
officers  apply  to  the  judge  for  what  they  term  their  expenses^ 
which  they  are  allowed,  which  is  somewhere  about  45.  a  day  for 
their  time ;  therefore,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  they  cannot  get  SOZ. 
a  year,  hardly  ever  £0/.  perhaps.  I  should  thiiik  not  one  of  them/' 
(2 1 1)  «  How  many  criminals  were  convicted  ?"  I  have  known  2^ 
tried  at  one  sessions;  I  have  convicted  myselt  from  13  to  25,  for 
returning  from  transportation,  at  one  sessions-'f 

By  act  of  parliament  there  is  20/.  reward  on  conviction  of  every 
offender  returning  from  transportation  ;  dierefore  there  must  be  a 
Very  great  error  in  this  conflicting  evidence,  or  rewards  must  be 
Very  illiberally  distributed,  as  the  annual  average  of  the  above  con- 
victions would  entitle  the  prosecutor  to  3000/. ;  and  this  is  only  one 
of  the  offences  to  which  rewards  are  attached,  and  is  less,  by  one^ 
half,  than  those  on  convictions  for  robbing  on  the  highway,  house- 
breaking, and  clipping  the  coin  of  the  realm. 

(7)  There  is  evidence  relative  to  the  practice  of  offering  large  re- 
wards by  private  individuals,  and  (14)  thus — "  You  would  be 
guided  in  giving  the  assistance  of  a  Bow-street  officer,  a  good  deal, 
by  the  power  of  the  party  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  officer  ?** 
«^  By  the  disposition  of  the  parties  to  pay  the  expenses ;  but,  to  the 
poor,  or  in  cases  purely  of  a  public  nature,  no  charge  is  ever  coun- 
tenanced by  the  magistrates  ;'*  «*  purely  of  a  public  nature :"  are 
not  all  robberies  purely  of  a  public  nature  ?  **  But  to  the  poor ;" 
can  it  be  said  that  there  is  one  law  for  the  poor  and  another  for 
the  rich  ?-— this  idea  is  subversive  of  liberty,  tending  to  oppress  the 
rich  and  enslave  the  poor,  and  if  countenanced  in  one  instance, 
why  not  always  ?  Officers  should  be  rewarded  for  diligent  services, 
but  let  not  the  premium  emanate  immediately  from  the  person 
robbed,  lest  extortion  be  the  consequence. 


VI.— PLAN. 

The  mainspring  of  the  proposed  Plan  for  suppressing  the  trade 
of  thieving,  is  the  mode  to  be  adopted  for  remunerating  all  persons 
connected  in  the  Police  Establishment,  either  as  magistrates,  offi- 
cers, constables,  &c.  They  should  have  a  fixed  salary,  and  an 
averaged  salary,  the  latter  of  which  will  act  as  the  reward  for  the 
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faithful  discharge  of  their  duty ;  for  instance,  a  certain  sum  of 
money  should  be  raised  to  defray  all  expenses  of  police }  from  tihis- 
sum  should  be  drawn  the  fixed  salaries  of  all  the  servants  connect- 
ed therewith,  and  all  other  expenses  whatsoever  reladng  thereto, 
with  a  proportion,  if  not  the  whole  loss  sustained  by  any  individual 
robbed,  when  the  thief  is  not  taken,  nor  the  property  restored,  and 
the  surplus  should  be  divided  amongst  the  serv^mts  in  proportion 
to  their  fixed  salaries.  This  is  the  substance  and  sum  total  of  the 
plan  proposed,  and  now  I  shall  examine  it,  and  I  hope  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  reader. 

The  first  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  sum  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense, which  should  be,  in  the  first  instance,  fixed  to  a  certainty, 
decreasing  in  proportion  to  the  enormity  of  crime  committed. 

Secondly,  the  fixed  salaries  to  be  drawn  therefrom  will  point  out 
the  exact  interest  each  servant  has  in  the  surplus,  forming  the  ^e- 
rage  salary. 

Thirdly,  all  rewards  given  by  act  of  parliament,  &c.  \  tbid^wiU 
suppress  that  horrid  idea  encompassed  in  the  term  <<  blood  moG^^ 
as  every  body  connected  with  the  poUce  will  strictly  wcilch  the 
conduct  of  him  who  shall  receive  a  reward,  as  it  will  proporttotUN 
bly  lessen  the  incomes  of  every  one  connected  with  die  police. 

Fourthly,  all  expenses  of  witnesses,  &c.  at  the  sessions,  &c*$  this 
will  prevent  the  committingi  for  trial  without  strong  probable  cause 
of  suspicion,  and  perhaps  the  ignominy  of  a  public  trial  attachu^ 
to  an  innocent  individual. 

Fifthly,  a  proportion,  or  the  whole,  of  die  loss  sustained  by  any 
person,  when  the  thief  is  not  taken,  nor  the  property  restoired^  this 
will  act  as  a  stimulus,  on  the  principle  that  the  fear  of  lo^g«ome^ 
thing  in  possession,  is  at  least  as  stimulative  as  the  hope  of  gaining 
something  that  never  was  in  possession ;  for  the  moment  the  sum 
certain  is  fixed;  all  persons  connected  with  the  police  have  ft 
vested  interest  in  the  whole,  subject  to  future  contingencies.  Thus 
every  body  attached  to  the  police  will  be  on  the  alert  to  prevent 
crime,  as  it  will  be  evidently  the  interest  not  to  let  a  criminal  go 
unpunished  in  the  first  instance^  lest  by  increasing  the  number  of 
criminals  it  may  tend  to  diminish  the  annual  income  to  no  mere 
than  the  fixed  salary ;  so,  by  rendering  conviction  ceriaifif  crime 
will  be  prevented. 

The  amount  of  the  sum  should  be  annually  determined  by  par- 
liament, so  that  it  may  correspond  with  the  probable  ei^penditure, 
which  will,  it  is  hoped,  annually  decrease. 

This  is  the  plan  proposed,  which  can  be  apj)lied  immediately 
(with  but  little  alteration  of  existing  laws)  to  stem  the  evils  which 
are  increasing,  perhaps  to  the  downfall  of  the  -country. 


'••  •«  1 •    !_• 


A  FEW  WORDS 

INDUCING  TOWARDS  THE  DISCOVERY 

OF 

PERPETUAL  MOTION, 

PERHAPS  THE  ACTUAL  DISCOVERY   THEREOF. 


^  London^  March,  1822. 

What  is  meant  by  the  term  «  Perpetual  Motion  ?*' — is  it  supposed 
that  there  is  an  undiscovered  substance  in  the  world,  that  will  of 
itself  perpetually  move,  with  as  little  apparent  cause  as  that  which 
actuates  the  needle  in  becoming  motionless  in  one  particular  posr- 
ticn  ?  Or,  is  it  to  be  found  in  the  combined  re-action  of  mechani*^ 
cal  powers? 

The  first  idea  is  stamped  with  a  degree  of  probabiHty,  by  the 
mystery  of  the  needle;  vet  I  imagine  the  latter  is  relied  on  with 
the  greater  confidence  otmankind,  and  is  the  pith  of  the  following 
few  words. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  weight  of  a  pendulum  will  almost  re- 
gain the  level  from  which  it  descended,  losing  a  little  space  at 
every  vibration,  until  it  becomes  motionless ;  if  of  itself  it  could 
exceed  or  even  regain  the  level,  doubtless  it  would  become  a  Per- 
petual Motion. 

To  find  a  power  that  will  aid  the  motion  of  the  pendulum,  and 
in  conjunction  renew  its  strength,  is  what  is  wanted  to  create  Per- 
petual Motion. 

What  I  shall  endeavor  to  explain  will  at  least  induce  towards 
the  discovery  of  this  power. 

The  principal  parts  of  the  machinery  about  to  be  shown,  are  in 
number  three. 

A  Vibrating  Pendulum, 

A  Revolving  Pendulum,  and 

A  Tubular  Lever. 

A  vibrating  pendulum  in  motion  describes  a  segment  of  a  circle, 
and  returns  on  the  same  segment,  and  at  every  vibrationjits  de- 
scribed segment  decreases. 

A  revolving  pendulum  is  composed  of  two  or  more  pendulums, 
united  at  their  lighter  extremities,  there  revolving  on  an  axis,  the 
heavier  extremities  being  placed  at  equal  distances  in  the  outer 
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circle ;  this  I  believe  is  what  is  tenned  a  fly  wheel  when  affixed  to 
hand  mills^  &c. 

The  tubular  lever,  is  the  chief  instigator  of  the  whole,  and  must 
contain  a  weight  apportioned  to  the  weights  of  the  two  pen- 
dulums. 

Fix  the  lever  on  a  cross  axis,  thus,  on  an  axis  within  a  circle, 
the  circle  on  an  axis  at  opposite  angles,  thereby  is  given  to  each 
extremity  of  the  lever  a  revolving  power  of  motion ;  attach  one 
extremity  of  the  lever  to  the  outer  circle  of  a  revolving  pendulum, 
the  other  extremity  confine  within  the  bar  of  the  vibrating  pendu- 
lum, thus  combined,  the  effect  to  be  produced  when  put  in  motion 
will  be  this — 

The  two  pendulums  will  guide  the  motion  of  the  lever,  which 
then  partakes  of  the  power  of  a  pendulum^  giving  fresh  impulse  at 
every  vibration  of  the  pendulum,  and  every  half  revolution  of  the 
revdivlng  pendulum ;  for  as  each  extremity  of  the  lever  rises,  the 
weight  within  falls  to  the  opposite  extremity,  and  gives  fresh  im- 
pulse to  the  whole :  thus  (if  my  idea  is  correct)  will  be  produced 
motion  perpetual,  that  is  to  say  perpetual  so  long  as  the  materials 
of  which  it  is  made  will  hold  together. 

I  have  given  this  short  description  merely  by  way  of  example, 
as  I  believe  there  are  several  ways  of  combining  these  three  pow- 
ers, so  as  to  produce  perpetual  motion,  if  my  Idea  on  the  subject 
is  correct. 

The  lever  may  contain  mercury  or  a  solid  orb  of  heavy  substance, 
and  if  the  tube  be  exhausted  of  air  the  weight  will  pass  more 
freely,  and  certsunly  increase  the  power  of  the  lever. 


0  .   • 
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MR.  CANNING'S  SPEECH. 


In  obeying  the  call  which  the  House  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
make  upon  me,  I  should  be  UQwilling  to  occupy  their  attentioQ  for 
any  length  of  time^  upon  a  subject  with  respect  to  which  my 
opinions  are  sufficiently  notorious^  were  it  not  for  the  pointed 
manner  in  which  I  have  been  alluded  to  by  the  Noble  Lord'  who 
has  lately  addressed  them.  That  Noble  Lord  has  challenged  me 
either  to  support  my  old  opinions  by  new  arguments^  or  to  abandon 
them.  He  describes  himself  as  having  been  converted  by  my 
former  arguments  against  Parliamentary  Reform^  to  an  opinipto 
in' favor  of  it :  and  in  his  own  conversion  to  a  creed  which  be  had 
before  rejected^  he  fancies  himself  entitled  to  carry  me  with  huu^ 
and  to  make  me  a  proselyte  against  myself.  Those  arguments  of 
mine  which  have  produced  this  unfortunate  and  unforeseen  effect 
upon  the  Noble  Lord's  understanding,  have  been  long  before  the 

£ublic  ;  and  1  have  no  disposition  to  complain  that  the  Noble 
<ord  has  referred  to  them  as  pointedly  and  particularly  as  if  they 
had  becd  uttered  in.the  Debate  of  Uiia  night.  It  was  natural  too, 
perhaps,  that  the  Noble  Lord,  with  the  ardor  of  a  convert,  should 
flatter  himself  that  his  new-born  zeal  would  extend  to  all  around 
him  :  but  1  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  Noble  Lord  has  carried 
his  expectations  a  little  too  hr/w\ien  he  desires  me  to  read  my 
own  speeches  backwards ;  and  to  avow  myself,  if  not  a  confirmed 
democrat,  at  least  a  friend  to  moderate  reform.  With  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  I  will  state^Jn  as.  few  word^  as  possible,  the 
grounds  on  Hvhich  I  continue  t6  hold  the  same  opiniods  which  1 
have  heretofore  professed ;  and  to  draw  from  them  the  same  con- 
clusion. 

Never,  Sir,  could  those  opinions  be  advanced  under  more  favor- 
able auspices-— never  could  a  conviction  of  their  truth  and  justness 
be  expressed  with  better  assurance  of  a  favorable    reception  than 

*  Lord  Folkstone. 
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on  the  present  occasion  ;  when  we  have  just  been  informed  hj  the 
Noble  Marquis  '  in  presenting  a  petiticm   for  Parliamentary  Re-^ 
form^  that  the  whole  body  of  the  nobility,  of  the  gentry,  of  the 
clergy,  of  the  magistracy,  of  the  leading  and   opulent  commercial 
classes — in  short,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  property  and  intelli-' 
gence  of  die  Country  is  arrayed  against  that  question.     To  thia 
singular  and  valuable  admission  of  the  Noble  Marquis  (singular 
as  to  the  opportunity  chosen  for  declaring  it,  and  the  more  valuable 
for  that  singularity)  have  been  added  others  not  less  striking,  on  the 
part  of  the  Noble  proposer  of  the.  motion.     That  Noble  Lord^* 
while  contending  for  a  change  which  he  declares  to  be  necessary 
for  the  salvation  of  the  State,  but  which  he  admits  to  be  a  change 
serious  and  extensive  in  its  nature^  has  acknowledged,  that  under 
the  existing  system  the  Country  has  grown  in  power,  in  wealth,  in 
knowledge,  and  in  general  prosperity.     He  has  detailed  accurately 
and  laboriously  the  particulars  of  this  gradual  and  sensible  im- 
provement ;  and  he  has  farther  acknowledged^  that  in  proportion  to 
the  progress  of  ihat  improvement  a  silent  moral  change  has  been 
operated  upon  the  conduct  of  this  House-— which  is  now,  he 
allows,  greatly  niore  susceptible  of  the  influence  of  popular  feeling 
dnd  of  the  impressions  of  public  opinion,  than  it  was  a  century 
ago.     Nay,  he  has  gone  farther  still.     He  has    in  anticipation  of 
an  argument  which  I  perhaps  might  have  used,  if  the  Noble  Lord 
had  not  suggested  it,  but  which  I  am  glad  to  take  at  his  hands-—! 
expressed  a  doubt,  or  at  least  has  shown  it  to  be  very  doubtful> 
wheflier  a  more  implicit  obsequiousness  to  popular  opinion  on  the' 
part  of  the  House  of  Conimons,  would  produce  unqualified  good; 
— avowing  his  own  belief  that  if  the  composition  of  the  House  had 
been  altered  at  the  Revolution,  the  purposes  of  the  Revolutiooi 
would  not  have  been  accomplished — the  House  of  Hanover  would 
never  have  been  seated  upon  the  throne^    The  composition  of  the 
House  of  Commons  is  now  precisely  what  it  was  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution.     Whatever  change  there  may  be  in  its  temper^  19, 
by  the  Noble  Lord's  acknowledgment,  towards  a  more  ready  obe- 
dience to  the  public  opinion.   But  if  the  House  of  Commons  h|ul, 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  been  ioiplicitly  obedient  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  in  other  words,  if  the  House  had  been  then  entirely  composed 
of  Members  popularly  elected — that  great  event,  to  which  X  am 
as  willing  as  the  Noble  Lord  to  attribute  the  establishment  of  our* 
liberties,  would,  according  to  the  Noble  Lord's  declared  belief^: 
have  been  in  all  probability  defeated. 

Surely  these  admissions  of  the  Noble  Lord  are  in  no  sniall  de* 
gree  at  variance  with  his  motion.     Surely  such  admissions,  if  odt 

*  Marquis  of  Tavistock.  .^  Lord  John  Russell. 
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ample  toovgh  of  thenuelves  to  overbalsnee  die  direct  arguaieots 
nvhich  the  Noble  Lord  hat,  in  the  subsequent  part  of  his  speech, 
brought  forward  in  the  support  of  that  motion,  do  at  least  relieve 
me  from  mudi  of  the  difficulty  and  odium  which  might  otherwise 
have  belonged  to  an  opposition  to  Parliamentary  Reform.  If  I 
contend  in  beWf  of  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
8V<^  as  it  is,  I  contend  at  least  for  no  untried,  no  discredited,  no 
confessedly  pernicious  establishment.  I  contend  for  a  House  of 
Commons,  the  spirit  of  which,  whatever  be  its  frame,  has,  without 
any  forcible  alteration,  gradually,  but  faithfully,  accommodated  itself 
to  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  Country ;  and  in  the  frame  of  which, 
if  an  alteration  such  as  the  Noble  Lord  now  proposes,  had  been 
made  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ^go,  the  House  of  Commons  of  that 
"day  would,  by  his  own  confession,  have  been  disabled  from  accom- 
plishing the  glorious  Revolution,  and  securing  the  fruits  of  it  to 
their  posterity. . 

Thus  fortified,  I  have  the  less  difHculty  in  meeting  the  Noble 
Lord's  motion  in  front<^in  giving,  at  once,  a  plain  and  direct  ne- 
gative to  the  general  Resolution,  which  is  the  bisisis  of  his  whole 
plan.  1  do  not  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  necessity,  which 
by  that  Resolution  is  declared  to  exist,  for  taking  into  consideration, 
with  a  view  to  alteration  and  amendment,  the  present  state  of  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Know- 
ing as  I  do,  that  >wbat  is  in  the  contemplation  of  many  persons 
who  are  calling  for  Reform,  could  not  be  adopted  ;  and  not  know" 
iog  what  may  be  the  ideas  and  designs  of  others  ; — feeling  an  equal 
repugnance,  both  from  what  I  know  and  what  I  do  not  know  upon 
diis  subject,  to  a  doubtful  and  equivocal  proposition,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  binding  this  House  to  enter  into  the  ronsidera-> 
tion  of  an  endless  succession  of  schemes  for  purposes  altogether 
indefinite ;  I  object  in  the  very  outset  to  the  N  oble  Lord's  general 
Resolution,  independently  of  any  objection  which  I  may  feel  to  his 
particular  plan. 

Not,  however,  that  the  plan  itself  is  not  abundantly  fertile  of 
objections.  So  far  as  I  understand  it,  that  plan  is  little  more  than 
to  make  an  addition  of  one  hundred  members  to  this  House,  to 
be  returned  by  the  counties  and  larger  towns ;  and  to  open  the 
way  for  this  augmentation,  by  depriving  each  of  the  smaller 
boroughs  of  one  half  of  the  elective  franchise  which  they  now  en« 
joy.  This  plan  the  Noble  Lord  has  introduced  and  recommended 
with  an  enumeration  of  names  whose  authority  he  assumes  to  be  in 
favor  of  it.  Amongst  those  names  is  that  of  Mr.  Pitt.  But  the 
House  must  surely  be  aware  that  the  plan  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Pitt  differed  widely,  not  only  in  detail,  but  in  principle,  from 
that  propounded  on  this  occasion  by  the  Noble  Lord«     True  it  is 
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tiriit  the  object  of  Mr.  Pittas  plam  wasr^  like  that  Of  the  Nobfe 
Lord%  to  add  one  hundred  Members  to  this  House:  but  this  Ob- 
ject wtir  to  be  attained  \Htiioat  the  forcible  abolition  of  any  exist- 
h^  rigbt  of  election'.     Mr.  Pitt  proposed  to  establish  a  fund  of 
1^000,0002.  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  franchises  from  suth 
decayed  boroughs  as  should  be  wilting  to  sell  them.     This  fund 
was  to  accumulate  at  compound  interest,  till  an  adequate  inddce- 
ment  was  provided  for  the  voluntary  surrender,  by  the  proprietors, 
of  such  ekctive  franchises  as  it  might  be  thought  expedient  i6 
abolish.    There  was  throughout  the  whole  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  a 
atttdiooB  ffiroidance  of  coercion ;  a  careful  preservation  of  vested 
interests;  and  a  fixed  dettermination  not  to  violate  existing  rights 
in  accomplishing  its  object.     It  was  hoped  that  by  these  means 
every  sense  of  injury  or  danger  would  be  excluded,  and  that  the 
change  in  view  would  be  brought  about  by  a  gradual  process,  re- 
sembling the  silent  and  insensible  operation  of  time.     Here  theD|r 
1  repeat  it,  is  a  difference  of  the  most  essential  kind  between  the 
two  propositions  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  of  the  Noble  Lord  ;  a  diiferenc^, 
not  soperficiat,  bat  fundamental ;  as  complete  indeed  as  the  differ- 
ence between  concession  and  force,  or  between  respect  for  proper- 
ty and  spoliation.     I  am  not,  however,  bonnd  nor  at  all  prepared 
to  contend  for  the  intrinsic  or  absolute  excellence  of  Mr.  Pittas 
plan  \  andi  still  less  to  engage  my  own  support  to  such  a  plan,  if  it 
were  to  be  brought  forward  at  the  present  time.     But  placing  it 
in  fair  comparison  with  the  Noble  Lord's,  I  must  entrieat  tho 
House  ta  bear  in  mind  that  Mr.  Pitt  never  lost  sight  of  the  obliga- 
tion to  preserve  as  welt  ais  to  amend ;  that  he  proposed  not  to  enforco 
anyrductant  surrender;  nor  to  sacrifice  any  other  than  voluntary 
victims  on  the  altar  of  practical  improvement. 

Tbe  Noble  Lord  has  cited  other  grave  authorities  in  favor  of  his 
projected  Reform.  Now,  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  extract  from  a 
work  which  probably  will  be  recognised,  as  I  read  it,  but  the  title 
of  wUcb  I  will  not  disclose  in  the  first  instance.  Hear  the  opinion 
of  an  eminent  writer  on  the  right  of  Parliament  to  interfere  with  the 
deetive  franchise. — ''  As  to  cutting  away  the  rotten  boroughs,  f 
am  as  much  offended  as  any  man;  at  seeing  so  many  of  them  under 
tbe  direct  influence  of  the  Crown,  or  at  the  disposal  of  private 
persons.  Yet  I  own  1  have  both  doubts  and  apprehensions  in  re* 
gard  to  the  remedy  you  propose.  I  shall  be  charged,  perhaps, 
with  an  miusual  want  of  political  intrepidity,  when  I  honestly 
confess  to  yon,  that  I  am  startled  at  the  idea  of  so  extensive 
an  amputation.  In  die  first  place,  I  question  the  power  de  jure 
of  the  legislature,  to  disfranchise  a  number  of  boroughs,  upon  the 
general  ground  of  improving  the  Constitution.'^ — ''  I  consider  it 
as  equivident  to  robbing  the  parties  concerned  of  their  freehold, 
VOL.  XXL  Pam.  NO.  XLI.  P 
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of  their  birth-right.  I  say,  that  although  this  birth-right  may  be 
forfeited)  or  the  exercise  of  it  suspended  in  particular  cases^  it  can- 
not be  taken  away  by  a  general  law^  for  any  real  or  pretended 
purpose  of  improving  the  Constitution." — Is  it  from  Sir  Robert 
Filmer, — is  it  from  the  works  of  some  blind^  servile^  bigotted, 
Tory  writer,  that  I  quote  the  passage  which  1  have  now  read  I 
No ;  it  is  from  an  author  whose  name,  indeed,  I  am  not  enabled 
to  declare,  but  the  shadow  of  whose  name  is  inseparably  connected, 
in  our  minds,  with  an  ardent  if  not  intemperate  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  political  freedom.  It  is  Junius,  who  thus  expresses  hb  fears 
on  the  subject  of  interfering  with  the  existing  franchises  of  elec- 
tion, even  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  what  he  deems,  with  the 
Noble  Lord,  a  beneficial  change  in  the  construction  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

The  plan  devised  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  sentiments  of  this  cele- 
brated writer,  equally  furnish  a  contrast  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Noble  Lord :  which  is  in  effect  forcibly  to  take  away  the  elective 
franchise  from  one  body  of  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
it  to  another ;  and  to  inflict  forfeiture  without  guilt  and  without 
compensation. 

But,  even  if  I,  and  others  who  think  like  me,  could  be  won  over 
to  tliis  plan,  by  its  vaunted  moderation, — by  the  circumstance  of 
its  going  ouly  half  the  length  of  the  more  sweeping  reform  depre« 
cated  by  Junius, — it  does  much  surprise  me  that  the  Noble  Lord 
should  imagine  that  such  half  measures  would  appear  satisfactory 
to  reformers.  Surely,  surely  that  class  of  persons  upon  whom 
the  Noble  Lord  reckons  for  support,  and  whom  he  considers  as 
having  of  late  so  greatly  increased  in  numbers,  look  for  a  very  dif- 
ferent measure  of  alteration,  from  that  which  seems  to  bound  the 
Noble  Lord's  present  intentions.  How  happens  it,  for  instance, 
that  the  Noble  Lord,  notwithstanding  the  accuracy  of  research  with 
which  he  has  apparently  studied  the  subject  in  ail  its  parts,  has 
omitted  any  mention  of  Burgage  Tenures  i  He  cannot  but  know 
that  it  is  against  that  species  of  election  that  the  popular  clamour 
has  been  most  loudly  directed.  Yet,  amidst  all  the  Noble  Lord's 
enumeration  of  rights  and  modes  of  election,  of  freehold  and  copy- 
hold, of  large  towns,  and  small  towns,  and  counties,  and  villages, 
the  words  "  Burgage  Tenure,"  have  never  once  escaped  his  lips! 
Does  the  Noble  Lord  mean  to  take  away  burgage  tenure,  or  does 
he  not  ?  If  he  does  not,  1  will  so  far  most  cordially  join  with 
him :  but  let  not  the  Noble  Lord,  in  that  case,  e^cpect  the  sup* 
port  of  those  reformers  with  whom  he  has  recently  allied  himself. 
If  he  intends  to  pursue  a  double  or  a  doubtful  course ;  if  he  pro- 
poses to  mitigate  his  violation  of  franchise  in  the  bands  of  the 
present  holders  by  taking  only  half  away,  and  hopes  by  giving  only 
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half,  to  propitiate  the  new  acquirers^ — it  may  be  very  presump-^ 
tuous  in  me  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  a  scheme  which  the 
Noble  Lord  must  no  doubt  have  turned  and  viewed  in  every  light 
before  he  made  up  his  mind  to  adopt  it^— but  I  do  venture  to 
opine^  that  in  thus  endeavouring  to  keep  terms  with  both  parties^ 
he  will  in  the  end  satisfy  neither.  The  one  will  be  as  little  con- 
tented with  what  is  granted  to  them,  as  the  other  will  be  reconciled 
to  vi'hat  they  lose.  Needs  there  any  further  argument  to  show  that 
Mrbatever  may  be  the  feasibility  of  other  plans  of  reform^  this  of 
the  Noble  Lord  is  one  which  cannot  possibly  be  useful  to  any  pur- 
pose, because  it  cannot  be  palatable  to  any  party  ? 

It  being  plain  then  to  demonstration  that  the  Noble  Lord'^ 
plan  cannot  succeed,  the  House  must  prepare  itself,  if  his  first  Re- 
solution should  be  carried,  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  a  variety  of  schemes ; — upon  a  concurrence  of  opinions 
in  favor  of  any  one  of  which,  it  would  be  vain  to  speculate.  Plan 
will  follow  plan;  all  unlike  each  other  in  every  respect,  except  in 
their  tendency  to  destroy  the  present  frame  of  the  Constitution.  It 
is  affirmed,  indeed,  that  a  great  change  has  lately  taken  place  in  the 
public  mind  ;  that  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  reform  is  diffused 
more  widely,  while  the  violence  and  exaggeration  of  that  senti- 
ment in  particular  minds  is  much  abated  ;  that  more  people  wish 
for  a  reform  ;  but  that  there  is  a  greater  disposition  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  moderate  one ; — that  in  proportion  as  a  practical  alteration 
has  become  more  generally  desired,  the  wild  and  visionary  theories 
heretofore  prevailing,  have  been  relinquished  and  discountenanced. 
This  may  possibly  be  so  :  but  on  what  ground  am  I  to  rest  my 
belief  of  it  ?  1  have  seen  nothing  in  the  course  of  the  last  two 
years,  during  which  the  Noble  Lord  *  on  the  floor^  has  been  me- 
ditating on  my  Speech  at  Liverpool,  to  lead  me  to  think  that  those 
who  two  years  ago  entertained  wild  and  visionary  notions  of  reform 
have  since  relinquished  them.  If  my  speech  was,  as  the  Noble 
Lord  declares,  calculated  only  to  make  proselytes  to  the  persua- 
sion that  the  present  House  of  Commons  is  inadequate  to  the  dis- 
charge of  its  functions,  and  if  such  be  in  consequence  the  views 
which  that  Noble  Lord  has  adopted,  how  can  he  entertain  the  no- 
tion that  the  small  alterations  proposed  by  the  Noble  mover  will 
satisfy  genuine  reformers  ? — Let  him  be  assured  that  he  must  go 
far  deeper  into  democracy  before  he  can  hope  to  satisfy  the  cra- 
vings of  reform  ;  nay  without  the  hope  of  satisfying  them, — though 
the  constitution  may  be  sacrificed  in  the  experiment. 

Sir,  if  the  House  looks  only  to  the  various  plans  of  reform  which 
have  at  different  times  been  laid  upon  its  table,  not  by  visionary  specu- 

»  Lord  Folkstone. 
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latists^  but  by  able  and  enlightened  men,  some  of  the  ornamenta  ol 
this  and  the  other  House  of  ParHament, how  faint  and  flat  is  the  Noble 
Lord's'  present  plan  in  comparison  with  themf  Let  us  take  for  exf 
^n^ple  that  one  of  the  plans  which  had  the  greatest  concurrence  of 
opinions^  and  the  greatest  weight  of  authority  in  its  favor.  A  petition 
was  presented  to  this  House  in  1793^  which  may  perhaps  be  con- 
sidered as  the  most  advised  and  authentic  exposition  of  the  princi- 
ples of  Parliamentary  reform,  that  ever  has  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  this  House  or  of  the  public.  Those  principles 
are  developed  by  the  petitioners^  with  singular  clearness  and  force, 
and  expressed  in  admirable  language.  It  was  presented  by  a  No- 
ble Person,  now  one  of  the  chief  lights  of  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, as  the  petition  of  the  ^'  Friends  of  the  people,  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  reform  in  Parliament/'  In  that 
petition^  certain  distinct  propositions  are  laid  down  as  the  basia  of 
a  reforni^  which^  to  my  recollection,  have  never  yet  been  disclaim- 
ed, either  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  or  of  those  who  have 
succeeded  them  in  the  same  pursuit.  The  petitioners  complain, 
in  the  first  place,  that  there  is  not  an  uniform  right  of  voting;'^. 
secondly^  that  the  right  of  voting  is  in  too  small  oodies ; — thirdly,, 
that  many  great  boaies  are  excluded  from  voting ; — and,  fourth^, 
they  complain  of  the  protracted  duration  of  Parliaments*  Doea 
the  Noble  Lord  believe  that  all  these  notions  are  forgotten  ?  that 
no  persons  still  cherish  them  as  the  only  means  of  effecting  the 
salvation  of  the  country  ? — or,  does  the  Noble  Lord  subscribe  to 
them  all, — although  he  may  not  think  this  the  time  for  pressing 
them  upon  the  House  i 

For  my  part,  Sir,  I  value  the  system  of  Parliamentary  repre* 
sentation,  for  that  very  want  of  uniformity  which  is  compkined  ot 
in  this  petition ;  for  the  variety  of  rights  of  election.  I  conceive, 
that  to  establish  one  uniform  right  would  inevitably  be  to  exclude 
some  important  interests  from  the  advantage  of  being  represented 

'  Lord  John  Russell. 

^  Extract  of  the  petition  of  the  'Friends  of  the  People,'  presented  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  May  6, 1793  : — 

**  Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  number  of  representatives  assigned 
to  the  different  counties,  is  grossly  disproportioned  to  their  comparative  ex* 
tent«  population,  and  trade. 

<*  Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  Elective  Franchise  is  partially  and 
unfiqtialli/  distriimtedf  and  is,  in  many  instances,  committed  to  bodies  of  men 
of  such  very  limited  numbers,  that  the  majority  of  your  honorable  house  is, 
elected  by  less  than  fifleen  thousand  Electors,  which,  even  if  the  male 
adults  in  the  Kingdom  be  estimated  at  so  low  a  number  as  three  millions, 
is  not  more  than  the  two-hundredth  part  of  the  people  to  be  represented. 

**  Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  right  of  voting  is  regulated  by  no 
uniform  or  rational  principle. 
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in  this  House.  At  all  events  the  Noble  Lord's  plan  does  not  cure 
this  objection.  I'he  rights  of  voting  would  remain  as  various  after 
the  adoption  of  his  plan^  as  before  ;-*-and  a  new  variety  would 
be  added  to  then).  Even  of  burgage  tenures,  the  most  obnoxious 
right  of  all,  and  the  most  indignantly  reprobated  by  the  petition  of 
1793,  the  Noble  Lord  would  carefully  preserve  the  principle, — 
only  curtailing,  by  one  half,  its  operation. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  alleged  defect  of  variety  in  rights 
of  voting,  was  much  more  directly  dealt  with  by  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Durham,'  in  the  last  Session ;  when  he  brought  forward, 
with  great  ability,  and  with  the  utmost  temper  and  moderation,  his 
specific  plan  of  reform.  That  hon.  gentleman  proposed  to  trettt 
the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  rasa  tabula,  and 
to  reconstruct  the  system  of  representation  altogether  upon  an  uni- 
form plan, — abating  without  scruple  every  right  and  interest  that 
stood  in  his  way.  His  plan  differed  as  materially  from  tMt  of  the 
Noble  Lord,  as  the  Noble  Lord's  differs  from  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
from  the  project  of  1793.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  (I  shall  not  be  so 
misunderstood,  1  trust)  that  I  approved  therefore  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Durham's  plan ;  or  thought  it  either  practicable  or  tolerable. 
Certainly,  no  conqueror  of  an  invaded  country  ever  parcelled  out 
with  a  more  unsparing  hand,  the  franchises  and  properties  of  indivi* 
duals  and  communities.  But  that  plan  had  at  least  one  merit  which 
the  Noble  Lord's  has  not ;  it  cured  the  alleged  evil  of  diversified 
rights,  and  tended  to  produce  the  desired  uniformity  of  represen- 
taion. 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  duration  of  Parliament.  Triennial  Par- 
liaments, it  is  averred  by  the  petitioners  of  1793,  would  be 
greatly  preferable  to  Septennial.  The  House  would  become  a 
more  express  image  of  its  Constituents,  by  being  more  frequently 
sent  back  to  them  for  election ;  deriving,  like  the  giant  of  old,  fresh 
vigour  from  every  fresh  contact  with  its  parent  earth.  But  th^ 
Noble  Lord,  if  I  understand  him  rightly,  admits  that  this  particular 
reform  would  be  rather  an  aggravation  of  inconveniences, — other 
defects  in  the  constitution  remaining  unchanged.  Nothing  indeed 
can  be  more  clear  than  this  proposition.  One  of  the  main  objec- 
tions to  close  representation,  at  present,  is  the  advantage  which 

<'  Your  Petitioners  complain,  that  the  exercise  of  the  Elective  Franchise  is 
only  renewed  once  in  seven  years,  ' 

«  Is  it  fitting  that  Yorkshire  and  Rutland  should  have  an  equal  rank  in 
the  scale  of  County  Representation  ? 

<*  Your  Petitioners  affirm,  that  seventy  of  your  honorable  members,  are 
returned  by  thirty-five  places,  where  the  riglit  of  voting  is  vested  in  burgage 
and  other  fenuref  of  a  similar  description."— Par/.  History,  vol.  xxx.  p.  789». 

■  Mr.  Lambton. 
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the  member  for  a  close  borough  has  over  one  chosen  by  a  popular 
election.  The  dissolution  of  Parliament  sends  the  popular  repre- 
sentative back  to  a  real  and  formidable  trial  at  the  bar  of  his  con* 
stituents.  For  the  representative  of  a  close  borough  there  is  no 
trial  at  ail ;  he  sits  stilly  and  is  returned  without  any  struggle  or  in- 
quiry. It  is  obvious  that  the  proportion  of  this  comparative  dis- 
advantage must  be  aggravated  by  every  repetition  of  a  general 
election. 

But  further.  What  is  the  original  sin  of  Septennial  Parlia- 
ments i—Why,  that  the  Septennial  Bill  was  a  violent  measure. 
Granted :  it  was  so.  But  this  allegation,  however  just,  applies 
only  to  one  enactment  of  the  act,  not  to  its  general  policy.  The 
violence  of  the  Septennial  Act  did  not  consist  in  the  prolongation 
of  the  duration  of  Parliaments  in  time  to  come  :  for  to  do  that,  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  state  was  undoubtedly  as  competent,  as  it 
was  to  shorten  the  duration  of  Parliaments  by  the  Triennial  Act, 
some  twenty  years  before.  The  violence  consisted  in  prolonging 
the  duration  of  the  then  existing  Parliament^ — in  extending  to  seven 
years^  a  trust  confided  but  for  three.  This,  and  this  alone,  is  the 
questionable  part  of  that  act, — questionable,  I  mean,  as  to  right. 
I  will  not  now  inquire  how  far  the  political  necessities  of  the  time 
justified  so  strong  an  act  of  power.  It  is  quite  enough,  for  any 
practical  purpose,  that  the  evil,  whatever  it  was,  is  irremediable  ; 
that  its  effect  is  gone  by ;  that  the  repeal  of  the  septennial  act  now 
cannot  undo  it ;  and  that,  therefore,  how  grave  soever  the  charge 
against  the  framers  of  the  act  might  be,  for  the  arbitrary  injustice 
of  its  immediate  operation  (a  question,  into  the  discussion  of  which 
I  have  said  I  will  not  enter),  the  repeal  of  it  would  have  no  ten- 
dency to  cure  the  vice  of  that  enactment  which  has  given  the  sep- 
tennial act  its  ill  name ;  but  would  only  get  rid  of  that  part  of  it 
which  is  blameless  at  least,  if  not  (as  I  confess  I  think  it)  beneficial 
in  its  operation.  But  however  much  the  duration  of  Parliaments 
may  be  entitled  to  a  separate  discussion,  it  is  not  to  that  point  that 
the  Noble  Lord  has  called  our  attention  to-night.  A  change  in  the 
constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  is  the  object  of  the  No- 
ble Lord's  Motion. 

That  such  a  change  is  necessary,  the  Noble  Lord  asserts, — and 
1  deny.  I  deny  altogether  the  existence  of  any  such  practical 
defect  in  the  present  constitution  of  this  house,  as  requires  the 
adoption  of  so  fearful  an  experiment.  The  Noble  Lord  has  at- 
tempted to  show  the  necessity  of  such  a  change  by  enumerating 
certain  questions  on  which  this  house  has,  on  sundry  occasions, 
decided  against  the  Noble  Mover's  opinion,  and  against  the  poli* 
tics  and  interests  of  that  party  in  the  state,  of  which  the  Noble 
Mover  is  so  conspicuous  an  ornament.     But  if  such  considerations 


IIJ  Reform.    April  IB22.  231 

be  sufficient  to  unsettle  an  ancient  and  established  form  of  politi- 
cal constitution,  how  could  any  constitution — any  free  constitu- 
tion—exist for  six  months  i  While  human  nature  continues  the 
same, — the  like  divisions  will  arise  in  every  free  state ;  the  like 
conflict  of  interests  and  opinions ;  the  like  rivalry  for  office ;  the 
like  contention  for  power.  A  popular  assembly  always  has  been 
and  always  will  be  exposed  to  the  operation  of  a  party-feeling, 
arraying  its  elements  and  influencing  its  decisions ; — in  modem  as 
in  ancient  times;  in  Great  Britain,  in  this  our  day,  as  heretofore  m 
Athens  or  in  Rome.  No  imaginable  alteration  in  the  mode  of 
election  can  eradicate  this  vice — if  it  be  a  vice ; — or  can  extinguisE 
that  feeling,  be  it  good  or  bad,  which  mixes  itself  largely  in  every 
debate  upon  the  public  affairs  of  a  nation, — the  feeling  of  affection 
or  disfavor  towards  the  persons  in  whose  hands  is  the  conduct  of 
those  affairs.  I  am  not  saying  that  this  is  a  proper  and  laudable 
feeling:  1  am  not  contending  that  partiality  ought  to  influence 
judgment ;  still  less  that  when  judgment  and  paitiality  are  at  va- 
riance, the  latter  ought,  in  strict  duty,  to  preponderate.  I  am  not 
affi/ming  that  in  the  discussion  of  the  question—^'  What  has  been 
done  f*'— the  question — **  Who  did  it?" — ought  silently  to  dictate^ 
or  even  to  modify,  the  answer ; — that  the  case  should  be  nothing, 
and  the  men  every  thing.  I  say  no  such  thing.  But  1  do  say 
that  while  men  are  men,  popular  assemblies,  get  them  together 
how  you  will,  will  be  liable  to  such  influence.  I  say  that  in  dis- 
cussing in  a  popular  assembly  the  particular  acts  of  a  government, 
the  consideration  of  the  general  character  of  that  government,  and 
the  conflicting  partialities  which  lead  some  men  to  favor  it,  and 
others  to  aim  at  its  subversion,  will,  sometimes  openly  and  avow- 
edly, at  other  times  insensibly  even  to  the  disputants  themselves, 
control  opinions  and  votes,  and  correct,  or  pervert  (as  it  may  be) 
the  specific  decision.  I  say  that,  for  instance,  in  the  discussion 
upon  the  Walcheren  Expedition,  which  has  been  more  than  once 
selected  as  an  example  of  undue  influence  and  partiality,  there  was 
notoriously  another  point  at  issue  beside  the  specific  merits  of  the 
case ;  and  that  point  was — whether  the  then  administration  should 
or  should  not  be  dismissed  from  the  service  of  their  country  i  Never, 
perhaps,  was  the  struggle  pushed  farther  than  on  that  occasion ; 
and  that  vote  substantially  decided  the  question  ^*  in  what  hands 
should  be  placed  the  administration  of  affairs." — I  am  not  saying 
that  this  was  right  in  the  particular  instance  I  am  not  saying  that 
it  is  right  in  principle.  But  right  or  wrong,  such  a  mode  of  think- 
ing and  acting  is,  I  am  afraid,  essentially  in  the  very  nature  of  all 
popular  governments  ;  and  most  particularly  so  in  that  of  the  most 
free. 
The  Noble  Lord  has  himself  stated  that  in  the  instance  of  the 
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Revolution  the  Parliament  did  wisely  in  setting  at  nought  the  imme- 
diate feelings  of  its  Constituents.  There  cannot  indeed  be  the 
slightest  doubt  that  had  the  nation  been  polled  in  1688^  the  majority 
wojuld  have  been  found  adverse  to  the  change  that  was  then  effect- 
ed in  the  government :  but  Parliament^  acting  in  its  h%her  and 
Jarser  capacity,  decided  for  the  people's  interests  against  their  pre- 
judices.— It  is  not  true,  therefore,  that  the  House  of  Commons  is 
necessarily  defective^  because  it  may  not  instantly  respond  to  every 
impression  of  the  people. 

In  the  year  181 1, 1  myself  divided  in  a  minority  of  about  forty 
figainst  an  overwhelming  majority,  on  the  question  relating  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency.  It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  the 
majority,  which  sturdily  denied  the  fact  of  that  depreciation,  then 
spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  country  at  large ;  they  certainly  did  so ; 
but  who  will  now  affirm  that  it  would  have  been  a  misfortune  if 
the  then  prevailing  sense  of  the  country  had  been  less  faithfully 
represented  in  the  votes  of  this  house  ? — What  a  world  of  error 
and  inconvenience  should  we  have  avoided,  by  a  salutary  discre- 
pancy^  at  that  time,  between  the  constituent  and  the  representative ! 
j£ight  years  afterwards,  but  unluckily  after  eight  years'  additional 
growth  of  embarrassment, — in  1819»  the  principles  which  had 
found  but  about  forty  supporters  in  1811,  were  adopted  unani- 
mously, first  by  a  committee  of  this  house,  and  then  by  this  house 
itself*  But  the  country  was  much  slower  in  coming  back  from 
the  erroneous  opinions  which  the  decision  of  this  house  in  181 1  had 
adopted  and  confirmed.  In  1819,  as  in  1811,  if  London  and  the 
other  principal  towns  of  the  kingdom  had  been  canvassed  for  an 
opinion,  the  prevailing  opinion  would  still  have  been  found  nearly 
what  it  was  in  1811.  Yet  is  it  necessary  to  argue  that  the  decision 
of  the  house  in  18 19  against  the  opinion  of  the  country,  was  a  sound- 
er and  wiser  decision  than  that  of  1811  in  conformity  to  it?  Never 
then  can  I  consider  it  as  a  true  proposition  that  the  state  of  the  re^ 
presentation  is  deficient,  because  it  does  not  immediately  speak 
the  apparent  sense  of  the  people, — because  it  sometimes  contra-* 
diets,  and  sometimes  goes  before  it.  The  house,  aa  we))  as  the 
people,  are  liable  to  err ;  but  that  the  house  may  happen  to  differ 
in  opinion  from  the  people,  is  no  infallible  mark  of  error.  And  it 
vvould,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  base  and  cowardly  House  of  Commons, 
unworthy  of  the  large  and  liberal  confidence  without  which  it  must 
be  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  its  high  functions,  which  having, 
after  due  deliberation,  adopted  a  great  public  measure,  should  be 
frightened  back  into  an  acquiescence  with  the  temporary  excitement 
which  might  exist  upon  that  measure  out  of  doors. 

Upon  another  great  question  which  I  have  much  at  heart,  1 
mean  the  }loman  Catholic  Question,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
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that  the  House  has  run  before  the  sense  of  the  country  ;  which  is 
now^  however^  gradually  coming  up  to  us.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
in  all  our  early  votes  on  this  most  important  question^  we  had  not 
the  country  with  us  ;  but  I  am  equally  confident  that  the  period  is 
rapidly  advancing,  when  the  ^  country  will  be  convinced  that  the 
House  of  Commons  has  acted  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  If  on 
such  questions  as  these — questions  before  which  almost  all  others 
sink  into  insignificance — the  House  of  Commons  have  been  either 
against^  or  before,  the  opinions  of  the  country,  the  proposition  that 
the  representative  system  is  necessarily  imperfect  because  it  does 
not  give  an  immediate  echo  to  the  sentiments  of  th^  people,  is 
surely  not  to  be  received  without  abundant  qualification.  On  diis 
ground  therefore  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  Noble  Lord's  Mo- 
tion ;  unless  the  free  expression  of  an  honest  and  conscientious 
opinion,  when  it  may  happen  to  differ  from  that  of  its  constituents, 
be  inconsistent  with  the  duty  and  derogatory  to  the  character  of  a 
Representative  Assembly. 

To  return  to  the  other  Noble  Lord,'  who  has  no  sooner  re- 
nounced his  former  faith  and  adopted  a  new  one,  than  he  seats  him- 
self in  the  Confessional  Chair,  and  calls  upon  me  for  my  recanta- 
tion : — that  Noble  Lord  has  desired  me  to'  explain  and  defend 
the  proposition  which  I  have. heretofore  laid  down,  that  those  who 
wish  to  reform  the  House  of  Commons  must  intend  to  reform  it 
upon  one  of  two  principles : — either  to  construct  it  anew*,  or  to 
bring  it  back  to  the  state  at  which  it  existed  at  some  former  periods 
Before  1  consent  to  be  thus  catechised  by  the  Jf oble  Lord,  I 
might  reasonably  ask  him  in  what  third  sense  the  word  Reform 
can  be  understood, — except  that  in  which  it  is  sometimes  applied 
to  a  military  corps ;  which  means  to  disband  and  cashier  it  al- 
together i  Short  of  that  mode  of  disposing  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons (for  which  I  presume  the  Noble  Lord  is  not  yet  altogether 
prepared)  there  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  or  can  conceive  (until  the 
Noble  Lord  shall  further  enlighten  me),  no  other  way  in  which  a 
Reform  can  take  place,  than  those  which  I  have  specified.  Be- 
tween those  two  modes  then,  1  must  still  desire  the  Noble  Lord  to 
make  his  choice.  If  his  choice  be  another  construction — a  totally 
new  scheme  of  House  of  Commons, — is  it  unreasonable  in  me  tbat^ 
before  I  pin  my  faith  upon  that  of  the  noble  Convert,  1  desire  to 
behold  that  beau  idial, — that  imaged  perfection  of  political  good 
by  which  his  reason  is  fascinated,  and  which  his  inventive  fancy  has 
pictured  to  him  as  the  standard  of  Parliamentary  purity  ?  If  the 
second  of  m^^  proposed  alternatives,  be  that  which  the  Noble  Lord 
prefers,  the  inquiry  that  1  have  then  to  make  of  him  is  merely  bis- 

'  Lord  Folk  stone. 
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toiical ;  and  surely  he  can  be  at  no  loss  for  an  immediate  answer 
to  it-^What  is  the  golden  era  at  which  the  House  of  Commons 
\VB9  precisely  what  you  would  have  it  i 

Simple,  however,  as  this  latter  question  is,  I  have  never  yet  met 
with  the  Reformer,  who  did  not  endeavour  to  evade  it,  I  must 
endeavour  therefore  to  collect  the  best  answers  that  I  can,  from 
such  partial  indications  of  opinion  as  are  scattered  up  and  down 
among  the  general  arguments  for  Reform.  Some  theorists  are 
fond  of  tracing  back  the  Constitution  to  the  twilight  times  of  His- 
tory, where  all  that  can  be  clearly  discovered  is,  that  when  a  Par- 
liament met,  it  usually  sat  about  a  fortnight,  granted  a  subsidy  or 
two,  and  was  forthwith  dissolved.  It  is  not  to  this  infancy  of  our 
institutions  that  any  one  will  soberly  refer,  for  the  likeness  of  such 
a  House  of  Commons  as  would  be  competent,  in  the  present  age, 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  country  and  to  maintain  its  due  im- 
portance in  the  Constitution.  But  the  House  gradually  attained  a 
more  matured  existence ;  it  has  grown  into  a  co-ordinate,  and  is  now 
the  preponderant,  element  of  the  Constitution.  If  the  House  has 
thus  increased  in  power,  is  it  therefore  necessary  that  it  should  also 
become  more  popular  in  its  formation  f  I  should  say, — just  the 
reverse.  If  it  were  to  add  to  its  real  active  governing  influence, 
such  an  exclusively  popular  character  and  tone  of  action  as  would 
trise  from  the  consciousness  that  it  was  the  immediately  deputed 
agent  for  the  whole  people,  and  the  exclusive  organ  of  their  will, — 
the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  enjoying  one-third  part  of  the 
power  of  the  State,  would,  in  a  little  time,  absorb  the  whole.  How 
could  the  House  of  Lords,  a  mere  assembly  of  individuals  however 
privileged,  and  representing  only  themselves,  presume  to  counter- 
act the  decisions  of  the  delegates  of  the  people  i  How  could  the 
Crown  itself,  holding  its  power,  as  /  should  say,ybr  the  people, 
but  deriving  it  altogether  as  others  would  contend, yrom  the  peo- 
ple,— presume  to  counteract,  or  hesitate  impliciUy  to  obey,  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  Nation  assembled  within  these  walls  ? — I 
fear  the  Noble  Lord'  is  not  prepared  to  answer  these  questions. 
I  do  not  presume  to  say  that  they  are  unanswerable  ;  but  i  affirm 
that,  since  they  were  propounded  in  my  obnoxious  Speech  at  Liver- 
pool, they  have  yet  received  no  answer  here  or  elsewhere.  In  truth 
they  admit  of  no  other  answer  than  one  which  I  happen  to  have 
fallen  upon  within  these  few  days,  in  the  Report  of  a  Debate  on 
Parliamentary  Reform  which  took  place  about  thirty  years  ago ; 
and  for  which,  in  the  absence  of  any  answer  of  his  own,  the  No- 
ble Lord  will  undoubtedly  be  very  thankful.  It  is  in  these  words: 
— ''  It  has  been  said  that  a  House  of  Commons,  so  chosen  as 

'  Lord  Folk  stone. 


163*  Refornu     April  1822.  236 

to   be  a  complete  representative  of  the  people^   would  be   too 
powerful  fur  the  House  of  Lords^  and  even  for  the  King :  they 
would  abolish  the  one,  and  dismiss  the  other.     If  the  King  and 
the  House  of  Lords  are  unnecessary  and  useless  branches  of  the 
Constitution^  let  them  be  dismissed  and  abolished  :  for  the  people 
were  not  made  for  them^  but  they  for  the  people.     If,  on  the  con- 
trary^  the  King  and  the  House  of  Lords  are  felt  and  believed  by 
the  people  to  be  not  only  useful  but  essential  parts  of  the  Consti- 
tution, a  House  of  Commons  freely  chosen  by  and  speaking  the 
sentiments  of  the  people,  would  cherish  and  protect  both,  within 
the  bounds  which  the  Constitution  had  assigned  to  them."*    These 
are  reported  to  have  been  the  words  of  a  man^  the  lustre  of  whose 
reputation  will  survive  through  distant  ages,  and  of  whom  I  can 
never  intend  to  speak  but  with  feelings  of  respect  and  admiratiom 
they  are  the  words  of  Mr.  Fox.    I'hat  the  Report  is  accurate  to 
a  letter,  I  am  not  entitled  to  contend ;  but  the  substance  of  an 
argument  so  strikingly  important^  cannot  have  been  essentially 
misapprehended.     I  quote  these  words  with  the  freedom  of  his* 
tory ;  not  with  the  design  of  imputing  blame  to  the  speaker  of 
them,  but  because  they  contain  a  frank  solution  (according  with 
the  frankness  of  his  character)  of  the  difficulty  with  which,  in  these 
days,  I  have  not  found  any  one  hardy  enough  to  grapple.     So  then 
^-a  House  of  Commons  freely  chosen  by  the  people,  would,  it 
seems,  "  cherish  and  protect"  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Crown, 
so  long  as  they  respectively  kept  within  the  bounds  allotted  to  them 
by  the  Constitution.     Indeed !  cherish  and  protect ! — but  cherish 
and  protect^  j/'so  and  so : — and  how,  if  not  so  and  so  ? — How,  if 
the  House  of  Commons  in  its  reformed  character,  should  happen 
to  entertain  a  difFerent  opinion  with  respect  to  the  "  bounds" 
to  be  allotted  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  Lords,  under  the  new  Con« 
stitution  \     What  would  then  be  substituted  for  cherishment  and 
protection  ? — A  fearful  question  !  but  a  question  which   must  be 
answered,  and  much  more  satisfactorily  than  I  can  anticipate^  be- 
fore I  can  consent  to  exchange  that  equality  and  co-ordination  of 
powers  among  the  three  branches  of  our  present  Constitution,  in 
which  its  beauty,  its  strength,  its  stability,  and  the  happiness  of 
those  who  live  under  it  consist, — for  a  Constitution  in  which  two 
of  those  powers  should  confessedly  depend  for  their  separate  ex- 
istence on  the  disposition  of  the  third  to  "  cherish  and  protect"  them. 
This  new  constitution  might  be  very  admirable :  but  it  is  not  the 
Constitution  under  which  1  live  :  it  is  not  the  Constitution  to  which 
I  owe  allegiance  ;  it  is  not  the  Constitution  which  I  would  wish  to 
introduce;  and  in  order  not  to  introduce  a  Constitution  of  this  nature, 
I  must  not  consent  to  the  Reform  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

»  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  xxx.  p.  921.  (May  6, 1793.) 
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If  this  houde  is  adequate  to  the  functions  which  really  belong  to 
h^-^which  functions  are^  not  to  exercise  an  undivided^  supreme 
dominion  in  the  name  of  the  people,  over  the  crown  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  legislature,->*-buty  checking  the  one  and  balancing  the 
other,  to  watch  over  the  people's  rights  and  to  provide  especially  for 
the  people's  interests :  if,  I  say,  the  house  is  adequate  to  the  per- 
formance of  these  its  legitimate  functions,  the  mode  of  its  compo« 
rition  appears  to  me  a  consideration  of  secondary  importance.  I 
tm  aware,  that  by  stating  this  opinion  so  plainly,  I  run  the  risk  of 
exciting  a  cry  against  myself;  but  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion,  and 
I  am  not  afraid  to  declare  it.  Person^  may  look  with  a  critical 
and  microscopic  eye  into  bodies  physical  or  moral,  until  doubts 
arise  whether  it  is  possible  for  them  to  perform  their  assigned  func-> 
tions.  Man  himself  is  said  by  inspired  authority  to  be  ''  fearfully" 
as  well  as  **  wonderfully  made."  The  study  of  anatomy,  while  it 
leads  to  the  most  beneficial  discoveries  for  the  detection  and  cure 
of  physical  disease,  has  yet  a  tendency,  in  some  minds,  rather  to 
degrade  than  to  exalt  the  opinion  of  human  nature.  It  appears 
surprising  to  the  contemplator  of  a  skeleton  of  the  human  form, 
tfiat  the  eyeless  skull,  the  sapless  bones,  the  assemblage  of  sinews  and 
cartilages  in  which  intellect  and  volition  have  ceased  to  reside,-^that 
this  piece  of  mechanism  should  constitute  a  creature  so  noble  in 
reason,  so  infinite  in  faculties,  in  apprehension  so  like  a  God ;  a 
creature  formed  after  the  image  of  the  divinity, — to  whom  Provi- 
dence 

''  Os — sublime  dedit :  coelumque  tueri 
Jussit,  et  erectos  ad  sidera  tollere  vultus.'' 

So,  in  considering  too  curiously  the  compo»tion  of  this  house,  and 
the  different  processes  through  which  it  is  composed, — not  those 
processes  alone  which  are  emphatically  considered  as  pollution  and 
corruption,  but  those  also  which  rank  among  the  noblest  exercises 
of  personal  freedom, — ^the  canvasses,  the  conflicts,  the  controver* 
sies,  and  (what  is  inseparable  from  these)  the  vituperations,  and  ex- 
cesses of  popular  election, — a  dissector  of  political  constitutions 
might  well  be  surprised  to  behold  the  product  of  such  elements  in 
an  assembly — of  which,  whatever  may  be  its  other  characteristics, 
no  man  will  seriously  deny  that  it  comprehends  as  much  of  intellec- 
tual ability  and  of  moral  integrity  as  was  ever  brought  together  in 
the  civilized  world.  Nay,  to  an  unlearned  spectator,  undertaking  for 
the  first  time  an  anatomical  examination  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
those  parts  of  it  which,  according  to  theory,  are  its  beauties,  must 
appear  most  particularly  its  stains.  For  while  the  Members  return- 
ed for  burgage-tenure  seats,  or  through  other  obscure  and  noiseless 
modes  of  election,  pass  into  the  House  of  Commons  unnoticed  and 
uncriticised,  their  talents  unquestioned,  and  their  reputations  unassail* 


17}  Reform.     April  16^.  837 

^d; — tW  successful  candidate  of  a  popular  election  often  comen 
there  loaded  with  tlie  imputation  of  everj  vice  and  crime  tbat  could 
unfit  a  man  not  only  for  representing  any  class  of  persons,  but  for 
mixing  with  them  as  a  member  of  society.  The  first  effect  of  a 
reform  which  should  convert  all  elections  into  popular  ones,  wouU 
probably  be  to  ensure  a  congregation  of  individuals,  against  everjr 
one  of  whom  a  respectable  minority  of  his  constituents  would  have 
pronounced  sentence  of  condemnation.  And  if  it  be  so  very  hard 
thai  there  are  now  a  great  number  of  persons  who  do  not  directljr 
exercise  the  elective  franchise,  and  who  are  therefore  represented 
by  persons  whom  others  have  chosen  for  them ; — would  this  matter 
be  much  mended  when  two-fifths  of  the  people  of  England 
should  be  represented  not  only  without  their  choice,  but  against 
their  will ;  not  only  by  individuals  whom  they  had  not  selected^ 
bat  by  those  whom  they  had  declared  utterly  unworthy  of  their 
confidence  i 

Again ; — should  we  have  no  cause  to  lament  the  disfiranchisement 
of  those  boroughs  which  are  not  open  to  popular  influence  i  How 
many  of  the  Gentlemen  who  sit  opposite  to  me,  the  rarest  talents  of 
their  party^  owe  their  seats  to  theeiiisilence  of  such  boroughs?  When 
I  consider  the  eminent  qualities  which  distinguish,  for  instance,  the 
repreaentatives  of  Knaresborough,  Winchelsea,  Wareham,  HigbaoH 
Ferrers^  I  never  can  consent  to  join  in  the  reprobation  cast  upon  a 
system  which  fructifies  in  produce  of  so  admirable  a  kind.  No^ 
Sir,  if  this  house  is  not  all  that  theory  could  wish  it,  I  would  ralber 
rest  satisfied  with  its  present  state,  than  by  endeavouring  to  remedy 
some  small  defects,  run  the  hazard  of  losing  so  much  that  is  e»* 
ceUent.  Old  Sarum  and  other  boroughs  at  which  the  finger  of  scorn 
is  pointed,  are  not  more  under  private  patronage  now  than  at  the 
periods  the  most  glorious  in  our  history.  Some  of  them  are  still 
m  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of  the  same  patrons  who  beU: 
them  at  the  period  of  the  Revolution.  Yet  in  spite  of  Old  Sarun 
the  Revolution  was  accomplished,  and  the  House  of  Hanover 
seated  on  the  Throne.  In  spite  of  Old  Sarum  did  I  say  ?  No : 
rather  by  the  aid  of  Old  Sarum  and  similar  boroughs ;  for  the  house 
has  heard  it  admitted  by  the  Noble  Mover  himself,  that  if  the 
House  of  Commons  of  that  day  had  beeu  a  reformed  House  of 
Commons,  the  benefits  of  the  Revolution  would  never  have  been 
obtained. 

The  Noble  Lord,  in  his  opening  Speech,  made  some  allusioft 
to  the  constitutional  history  of  ancient  Rome,  and  called  upon  my 
Hon.  Friend'  opposite,  as  the  most  recent  historian  of  that  Repub* 

^  Mr.  Bankes. 
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VtCy  to  vouch  for  his  facts^  and  for  the  application  of  them.  Let 
me  follow  the  Noble  Lord  into  his  Roman  History,  to  ask  him  a 
single  question.  How  was  the  Senate  of  Rome  composed  ? — I 
doubt  whether  even  my  Hon.  Friend  opposite  can  inform  us.  AH 
diat  is  certainly  known  on  the  subject  is,  that  one  and  by  far  the 
most  usual  way  of  gaining  admission  to  the  Senate^ — (this  has  not  a 
very  reforming  sound,) — was  through  office.  Yet  that  Senate  dic- 
tated to  the  world,  and  adequately  represented  the  majesty  of  the 
Roman  people.  History  blazons  its  deeds ;  while  autiquarianism 
18  poring  into  its  pedigree. 

But  have  the  defects  imputed  to  the  composition  and  constitution 
of  the  House  of  Commons  increased  with  time  ?  are  they  grown 
more  numerous  or  more  unsightly  ?  I  believe  the  contrary.  I 
believe,  Sir,  that  in  whatever  period  of  our  history  the  composition 
and  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons  are  examined,  not  only 
will  the  same  alleged  abuses  as  are  now  complained  of,  be  found 
to  have  prevailed  ;  but  I  will  venture  to  say,  prevailed  in  a  degree 
which  could  not  be  now  avowed  in  debate  without  a  violation  of 
our  orders.  There  is  great  difficulty  in  speaking  on  this  delicate 
part  of  the  subject.  It  has  been  made  an  article  of  reproach  by  the 
reformers,  that  the  enemies  of  reform  treat  these  matters  with  shame- 
less indifference ;  that  we  now  speak  with  levity  of  transactions  the 
bare  mention  of  which,  according  to  the  dictum  of  once  the  highest 
authority  in  this  House,  was  calculated  to  make  our  ancestors  per- 
form certain  evolutions  in  their  graves.  Now  it  is  very  bard  that 
the  want  of  shame  should  be  imputed  to  those  who  are  upon  the 
defensive  side  of  the  argument.  They  who  attack,  scruple  not  to 
advance  charges  of  gross  corruption  in  the  grossest  terms  ;  and  they 
who  defend  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  either  of  affecting  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  those  charges,  or  of  admitting  notorious 
&cts,  and  accounting  for  or  extenuating  them ;  and  if  they  take  the 
latter  course,  they  are  accused  of  shamelessness.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
however,  it  may  be  curious  and  perhaps  consolatory  to  show  to  the 
moralists  who  are  so  sensitive  upon  these  subjects,  that  corruption-— 
as  they  call  it,— -that  (in  plain  words)  influence  in  the  return  of 
Members  to  Parliament,  if  it  be  a  sin,  is  not  one  for  which  their 
own  generation  is  exclusively  responsible.  The  taint,  if  it  be  one, 
is  not  newly  acquired,  but  inherited  through  a  long  line  of  ancestors. 
The  purge  or  the  cautery  may  be  applied  to  the  present  generation  ; 
but  I  can  shew  that  the  original  malady  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  reign 
of  Henry  VL — a  period  beyond  which  the  most  retrospective 
antiquary  will  not  require  of  us  to  go  back  in  search  of  purity  of 
election. 

Sir,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VL  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk  thus  in- 
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structed  her  agent  as  to  the  election  of  Members  for  the  County  of 
Norfolk : 

'  *^  Right  Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  heartily  well ; 
and  forasmuch  as  it  is  thought  right  necessary  for  diverse  causes^ 
that  My  Lord  have  at  this  time  in  the  Parliament  such  persons 
as  belong  unto  him,  and  be  of  bis  menial  Servants, — we  heartily 
desire  and  pray  you,  that  at  the  contemplation  of  these  our  Letters, 
ye  will  give  and  apply  your  voice  unto  our  right  well  beloved 
Cousin  and  Servants  John  Howard,  and  Sir  Roger  Chamberlayn 
to  be  Knights  of  the  Shire.     Framlingham  Castle,  8  June^  1455." 

What  follows  probably  related  to  the  same  election ;  it  is  address- 
ed (by  Lord  Oxenford)  to  the  same  individual  as  the  preceding 
extract. 

*  '*  My  Lord  of  Norfolk  met  with  my  Lord  of  York  at  Bury  on 
Thursday,  and  there  [they]  were  together  till  Friday,  nine  of  the 
clock,  and  then  they  departed;  and  there  a  Gentleman  of  my  Lord 
of  York  took  unto  a  Yeoman  of  mine,  John  Deye,  a  token  and  a 
Sedell  (Schedule)  of  my  Lord's  intent,  whom  he  would  have  Knights 
of  the  Shire,  and  1  send  you  a  Sedell  inclosed  of  (heir  names  in 
^is  Letter ;  wherefore  methinketh  it  [were]  well  done  to  perform 
my  Lord's  intent*" 

The  next  Extract  which  I  shall  r.ead  to  the  House  is  of  seven- 
teen years  later  date  than  the  preceding  ones.  It  is  from  a  letter 
addressed  by  one  of  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk's  Household,  to  the 
Bailiff  of  the  Borough  of  Maldon;  and  is  dated  in  the  year  1472^ 
the  11th  of  Edward  IV. 

^  ^'  It  were  necessary  for  my  Lady  and  you  all  (her  Servants 
and  Tenants)  to  have  in  this  Parliament  as  for  one  of  the  Burgess^ 
es  of  the  town  of  Maldon,  such  a  man  of  worship  and  of  wit  as 
were  towards  my  said  Lady  ;  and  also  such  one  as  is  in  favor  of 
the  King  and  of  the  Lords  of  his  Council  nigh  about  his  person  ; 
certifying  you,  that  my  Lady  for  her  part,  and  such  as  be  of  her 
Council,  be  most  agreeable  that  all  such  as  be  her  farmers  and 
tenants  and  well-willers,  should  give  your  voice  to  a  worshipful 
Knight  and  one  of  my  Lady's  Council,  Sir  John  Paston,  which 
stands  greatly  in  favor  with  my  Lord  Chamberlain  ;  a^d  what  my 
said  Lord  Chamberlain  may  do  with  the  King,  and  with  all  the 
Lords  of  England,  I  trow  it  be  not  unknown  to  you.'' 

It  appears  from  the  following  Letter  that  the  said  Member-elect 
for  the  Borough  of  Maldon,  Sir  John  Paston  (to  whom  it  is  ad- 


^  Paston  Correspondence^  4to.  Vol.  I.  p.  97- 

*  Ibid.  Vol.  I.  p.  99. 

3  Paston  Correspondence!  Vol.  II.  p.  99. 
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dreaded)  had  expected  to  be  nammated  a  KDigbt  of  tfae  Shire ;  bot 
that  his  patrons  had  ordered  it  otherwise : — ' "  My  Lord  ot  Nor- 
folk and  mj  Lord  of  Suffolk  were  agreed,  more  than  a  fortnight 
ago,  to  kofoe  Sir  Robert  Wyngfield^  and  Sir  Richard  Harcourt ; 
md  that  knew  1  not  tiH  Friday  last  past.  £  had  sent,  ere  I  went 
to  Franilingham,  to  warn  as  many  of  your  friends  to  be  at  Nor- 
VHcb  aa  thi»  Monday,  to  serve  your  rnferest,  as  1  could ;  but  when 
I  came  to  FramlinghaoH  ^nd  knem  the  appointment  that  was  taken 
for  the  two  Knights,  I  sent  warning  agam  to  as  many  as  I  migh^ 
to  tany  at  home  ;  and  yet  there  came  to  Norwich  this  day  as  ma- 
ny as  tbeir  costs  drew  to  9^«  1-|J.  paid  and  reckoned  by  Peacock 
and  Capron,  and  yet  they  did  but  break  their  fasts  and  departed.** 
— ''  If  ye  miss  to  be  Burgess  of  Maldon,  and  my  Lord  Chatnber- 
laia  wiU,  ye  inay  be  in  another  place ;  there  be  a  doren  Towns  in 
£ngltti(^  that  choose  no  Burgess,  which  ought  to  do^  ify**— (ebia 
will  aurely  propitiate  the  Reformers) : — *^^  ye  may  be  set  in  for  one 
of  these  towns,  an  if  ye  be  friended." — Such  was  Reform  in  ^those 
days ! 

.  In  the  reigns  of  Queen  £lizabeth,  the  era  to  which,  habittndly 
and  ahnost  instinctiTely,  the  mind  of  Englishmen  recurs  for  every 
thing  that  is  glorious,  I  could  show  the  House  that  the  Earl  of 
Essex,  her  mighty  favorite,  dictated  without  scruple  or  reserve  the 
returns  to  Parliament,  not  only  for  the  County  of  Stafford,  but 
for  every  borough  in  the  County.  Unluckily  I  have  not  the  docu- 
ments at  hand;  but  I  can  aver  it  on  the  most  unquestionable 
authority/ 

«  « 

^  Paaton  Correspondency,  Vol.  II.  p.  lOS. 

^  Among  the  documeDts  alluded  to  in  this  passage  are  the  fellowine 
Letters  from  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  to  Ricl^rd  Bagot,  Esq.  High 
Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Stafford ;  of  which  the  originals  are  in  the  posses- 
sioo:  of  Lord  Bagot. 

U'^'Robert  Deveretuc  Earl  of  Esiex^to  Ridtard  Bagot ,  Esq. 

^  After  my  verie  Hartie  Comendacions ;  I  cannot  write  severall  Letters 
to  all  those  that  have  interest  in  the  choyseof  the  Kniehts  of  the  Shere,  to 
be  apoyuted  for  the  Parliament  intended  to  be  held  verie  shortlie.  To 
which  place  I  do  exceedindy  desire  that  my  verie  good  friend,  Sir  Christofer 
Blount  may  be  elected. — I  do  therefore  commend  the  matter  to  your  friend^ 
lie  soUicitacons  ;  praying  you  to  move  the  Gentlemen,  my  good  firienda,- 
and  yours  in  that  Countie ;  particularly  in  my  name,  that  they  will  ^ive  their 
voice  with  him ybr  my  sake;  assuring  them,  that  as  they  shall  do  it  for  one 
whome  I  hold  dearre,  and  whose  sumciencie  for  the  place  is  well  known  to 
them ;  So,  I  will  most  thankfullie  deserve  towards  them  and  yourselves  any 
travell,  favour,  or  kindeness,  that  shall  be  showed  therein.  Thus  I  commit 
you  to  God's  good  protection.    From  Hampton  Court,  the  3d  of  January, 

«  ESSEX." 
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'  Passing  over  the  reign  of  James  I.  and  his  unfortunate  successor, 
— 4ind  not  dwelling  upon  the  cavalier  treatment  which  Cromwell 
bestovf'ed  upon  his  own  purified  and  reformed  House  of  Com« 
mons,  I  come  to  the  reign  of  Charles  II ;  where  I  find,  not  amid 

''I  persuade  myself  that  my  creditt  is  so  good  with  my  Countr/meOy  tm 
the  wing  my  name,  in  to  small  a  matter^  will  be  enough  to  affect  ii :  But  I  pray 
you  use  me  so  kindlie  in  that  as  I  have  no  repulse.^ 


i^'^From  the  tame  to  the  same, 

*'  After  my  verie  Hartie  Commendacions.  As  I  have  by  my  late  letters 
comended  unto  you  Sir  Christofer  Blount  to  be  elected. one  of  the  Knighti  (f 
that  Shire  for  the  Parliament  to  be  holden  verie  shortlie,  by  yc^r  .friendlM^ 
mediacion;  So  I  do  with  no  less  earnestness  intreate  your  like  favoure  ta- 
wards  my  very  good  friend  Sir  Thomas  Sbeirrard,  for  the  other  place;  pray- 
ing you  that  you  will  enaploye  your  creditte,  and  toe  my  name  to  all  my 
good  frends  and  yours,  there,  that  they  will  stand  faste  to  me  in  this  re- 
quester and  that  my  desire  may  be  effected  for  them.  They  cannot  give  me 
better  testimonie  of  their  love  a^d  affection,  because  thiey  are  both  such  as 
I  hold  deare,  and  you  may  assure  all  such  as  shall  join  with  you  in  election 
that  I  will  must  thankfullie  reqqite  their  re&dines,  and  furtherance  them' 
by  any  good  office  I  ^an.  -So  I  comitte  you  to  Ood*s  best  protection  ;  From 
Hampton  Courts  the  9th  of  January,  1599.     . 

< 

^  Your  assured  Friend, 

«  ESSEX." 

^I  should  think  my  credite  little  in  my  owne  Countrie,  if  it  should  not 
afford  so  tmall  a  matter  as  this,  Esspessafie  the  men  being,  so  fitt.  There* 
(ore  I  commend  you  all  {as  I  have  interest  in  your  labours)  effectuallie  in  it.'^ 

3. — From  the  same  to  the  same, 

"  After  my  verie  Hartie  Commendacions.  I  have  written  several  Letters 
to  Lichfield,  Stafford,  Tam  worth,  and  Newcastle,  for  the  nomination  and  elec' 
tion  of  certen  Bui^esses  of  the  Parliament  to  be  held  verie  shortlie.  I  have 
named  unto  them,  ]^or  Lichfield,  Sir  John  Wyngfield  and  Mr.  Boushton.  For 
Stafford,  my  Kinsman  Henr'ie  Bourgcher  and  tny  Servant  Edward  Reynolds. 
For  Taoi worth  my  Servant  Thomas  Smith.  For  Newcastle  Dr  James. 
Whome  because  I  do  ereatlie  desire  to  be  preferred  to  the  said  places,  I  do 
earnestlie  pray  your  mrthcrancc,  by  the  creditt  which  you  have  in  those 
towns.  Assuring  them  of  my  thankfulness  if  tliey  shall, /briwy  sake,  gra- 
tifie  those  whom  I  have  commended  ;  and  yourself  that  I  will  not  be  un- 
myndful  of  your  curtesie  therein.  So  I  commit  you  to  God's  good  protec- 
tion.   From  Hampton  Court,  the  last  of  December,  1592. 

"  Your  assured  Friend, 

"ESSEX." 

**  I  Bend  unto  you  the  several  Letters,  which 
I  praye  you  cause  to  be  delivered  accord-  ^ 

ioE  Co  their  directiQns.'' 

VOL.  XXI.  Pam.  NO.  XLI.        Q 
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icarce  maDascnfits  and  tneaaures  of  ancient  iore^  but  puUisbed  in 
a  httndred  po^pialar  bookSyin  sketches  of  biography  and  leMons  f»r 
jfontb)  the  fiinioas  Letter  of  duU  most  funous  woman  Anne  Coihh 
less  of  Pembioke ;  who,  amongst  ber  other  great  titles  andposaea* 
sions,  was  undoubted  patroness  of  the  then^  I  presume,  free  and  in- 
dependent borough  of  Appleby.  This  great  lady  writes  thus  to 
Sir  Joseph  Williamson,  Secretary  of  State  to  Charles  II,  in  an- 
swer to  bis  suggestion  of  a  Member  for  the  Borough  of  Appleby. 
**  I  have  been  bullied  by  an  Usurper ;  I  have  been  ill  treated  by  a 
Court ;  but  I  won't  be  dictated  toby  aSuligect;  your  Man  shaVt 
$taud.-r-Anne  Countess  of  Dorset,  Pembroke,  and  Montgomery/' 

Now,  Sir,  I  should  be  curious  to  know  which  generation  of  our 
ancestors  it  is  that  the  exercise  of  political  influence  in  the  elections 
of  the  present,  day,  so  lamentably  disquiets  in  their  graves. — Is  it 
the  cotemporaries  of  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk^  and  of  the  worthy 
Electors  of  Maldon»  who  were  to  be  careful  to  choose  Members 
so  properly,  '^  towards"  my  Lady  i — or  those  who  tasted  the  sweets 
of  uninflnenced  election  under  Queen  Elizubeth  ? — or  those  who 
contemplated  with  equal  admiration  the  Countess  of  Pembroke's 
defence  of  her  Castles  against  the  forces  of  the  Usurper,  apd  of 
her  good  borough  of  Appleby  against  Secretary  Williamson's,  no* 
minee  P  Pity  it  is  that  the  Noble  Lord,'  the  convert  to  Reform, 
did  not  liye  in  the  days  of  one  or  other  of  these  heroines ! — Their 
example  could  hardly  have  failed  to  reconvert  him  to  his  original, 
native  sentiments  upon  the  .subject  of  influence  in  elections  and  the 
fit  constitution  of  a  House  of  Commons. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  my  list  of  patronesses  :  nor  has 
interference  in  elections,  and  female  interference  too,  been  coupled 
with  no  great  name  in  the  unquestioned  good  times  of  the  Consti- 
tution.— The  Noble  Lord  who  made  this  Motion  will  pardon  me 
for  referring  him  to  the  publbhed  letters  of  his  great  Ancestress 
the  Lady  Russeli ;  in.  which  he  |«riU  find  the  Lord  Steward  (the 
Dake  of  Shrewsbury,)  and  Lord  Keeper  Somerg, — ^tendering  to 
ber,  for  her  son  Lord  Tavistock,  then  a  minm*,  the  Representation 
0f  the  County  of  Middlesex,  upon  the  single  condition  that  Lor4 
Tavistock  would  consent  but  to,  show  himself  to  the  Elec- 
tors for  one  day  under  die  name  of  Lord  Russell.*  l^ie  offer 
was  not  accepted  on  account,  so  far  as  appears,  of  Lord  Tavts- 
stock's  minority ;  though  instances  are  adduced  by  the  makers  of 

^  Lord  Folkstone. 

^  **  At  the  General  Election  which  took  place  in  October  1695,  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  her  in  the  most  flattering  manner,  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, then  Lord  Steward,  and  the  Lord  Keeper  Somers,  to  hrine  ber  son 
ipto  Parliament  as  Member  for  the  County  of  Middlesex.*'— Lf/e^.Iocfy 
Uuisell,  Third  Edit.  Bvo,  p.  120. 
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ike  proposition  id  convince  her  Ladyship  diat  that  need  not  be  an 
direction.     But  what  would  l>e  said-noMN»a-days,-^~«id  what  wiHild 
4i0^<the  agitation  of  our  buried  atsce^tors^^f  a  Lord   Chanceitor 
and  a  Lord  Steward  were  to  concur  in  offering  a  seat  in  ParKa* 
ment  for  a  Countj  to  some  yoiiug  nobleman  yet  under  age  ? '' 
i'  Now  bene  let  me  guard  myself  against  misrepresentation.     It 
must' not  be  imputed  to  me  that  1  am  saying  that  all  this  was 
right  :^  I  am  only  saying  that  all  this  was  so.     I   have  been  deal* 
ing  (be  it  observed)  with  the  second  of  my  two  questions  I'^^not 
with  the  question^  whether   the  House  of  Commons  should  be 
roconstructed  ?-^bot   with  the    question    whether    it   should    be 
recalled    to   some  state   in   which  it  formerly    stood?     1   have 
been  endeavoring  to  dispel  the  idle  superstition  that  there  once 
existed  in  this  country  a  House  of  Commons^  in  the  construction 
of  which  the  faults  that  are  attributed  to  die    present  House  of 
Commons,  and  attributed  to  it  as  a  motive  for  inflicting  upon  itself 
its  own  destruction,  did  not  equally  exist:    and  not  only  exist 
equally,  but  exist  in  wider  extent  and  more  undisguised  enormity. 
i  have  been  showing  that  if  the  present  House  of  Commons  is  to 
be  destroyed  for  these  faults,  it  has  earned  that  fate  not  by  de* 
general^,  but  by  imitation ;  that  it  would  in  such  case  expiate  the 
misdeeds  of  its  predecessors,  instead  of  suffering  for  any  tliat  are 
peculiarly  its  own.     I  have  been  endeavoring  to  prove,  that  of  the 
two  options^*--'*  do  yon  mean  to  restore  ?-^or  to  construct  anew?"— ^ 
nO'  Reformer    who   has  carefully  examined  the  sutgect,  can  in 
sincerity  answer  otherwise  than  ''  to  construct  anew  :''• — for  that  to 
r^ore  the  times  of  purity  of  election, — -thfat  is,  of  election  free 
frotn  the  influence^  and  a  preponderating  influence  too,  of  proper- 
ty,-rank,  station,  and  power,  natural  or  acquired,-^ would  be,  to 
tmunm  a  state  of  thinga  of  which  we  can  find  no  prototype,  and  to 
levert  to  times  which  in  truth  have  never  been. 
«    That  the  proposition  ^^  to  construct  anew"  is  the  imuch   more 
fdrmidafole  proposition  of  the  two,  is  tacidy  admitted  by  the  very 
nnwitlingiiess  which  is  shown  on  ail  occasions  to  acknowledge  it  as 
the  object  of  ai^  Motion  for  Reform.     Yet  to  that  must  the  Re* 
Cdmiers  come.     To  that,  I  venture  to  tell  the  Noble  Lord, — he^ 

'  **  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  in  those  early  days  of  our  renovated  Consti- 
tution, the  objection  of  Lord  Tavistock's  age  WAS  considered  merely  in  re- 
ktion  to  himself,  and  as  no  obstacle  to  the  success  of  his  Election.,  Mr. 
Montague,  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  to  obviate  any  scruple  in 
the  Duke*s  miod,  mentions  that  Lord  Godolphin's  son  was  to  be  chosen 
in  Cornwall,  and  Lord  Leicestei^s  in  Rent,  who  were  neither  of  them  older 
than  Lord  Tavistock :  and  Mr.  Owen,  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Russell,  tells  her 
the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  son  had  been  allowed  tu  sit  in  Parliament  under 
age.''— Xi/e  of  Lady  Russell^  Third  Edit.  8vo.  p.  123. 
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with  all  his  caution  and  all  his  desire  to  avoid  extravagance  and  ex- 
aggeration, must  come ;  if  he  consents,  to  reform  on  principle.'  By 
reforming  ^*  on  principle/'  I  mean,  reforming  with  a  view  not 
simply  to  the  redress  of  any  partial^  practical  grievance,  but  gener-* 
ally  to  theoretical  improvement.  I  may  add  that  even  ^^  on  prin* 
dple''  his  endeavors  to  reform  will  be  utterly  vain,  if  he  insists 
upon  the  exclusion  of  influence,  as  an  indispensable  quality  of  his 
reformed  constitution.  Not  in  this  country  only,  but  in. every 
country  in  which  a  popular  elective  Assembly  has  formed,  part  .of 
the  Government,  to  exclude  such  influence  from  the  elections,  has 
been  a  task  either  not  attempted,  or  attempted  to  no  purpose. 
While  we  dam  up  one  source  of  influence  a  dozen  others  will  open ; 
in  proportion  as  the  progress  of  civilisation,  the  extension  of  com- 
merce, and  a  hundred  other  circumstances  better  understood  than 
defined,  contribute  to  shift  and  change,  in  their  relative  proportions, 
the  prevailing  interests  of  society.  Whether  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  its  present  shape  does  not  practically  though  silently  accom- 
modate itself  to  such  changes,  with  a  pliancy  almost  as  faithful  as 
the  nicest  artifice  could  contrive,  is,  in  my  opinion,  X  confess,,  a 
much  more  important  consideration,  than  whether  the  component 
parts  of  the  House  might  be  arranged  with  neater  symmetry,  or 
distributed  in  more  scientific  proportions. 

But  am  .  I  therefore  hostile  to  the  reformation  of  any.  proved 
cases  of  abuse,  or  to  the  punishment  of  mal-practices  by  which  the 
existing  rights  of  election  are  occasionally  violated  f  No  such 
thing.  When  any  such  cases  are  pointed  out  and  proved,  far.  be  it 
from  me  to  wish,  that  they  should  be  passed  over  with  impunity. 
When  the  Noble  Lord'  himself  brought  forward,  two  years  ago,  a 
Bill  for  transferring  to  other  constituents  the  right  of  election  of.  a 
borough  in  which  gross  corruption  had  been  practised,  he  began, 
as  I  thought  and  think, .  in  the  right  course.  When  be  proposed 
the  disfi'anchisement  of  Grampound,  I  gave  him  my  support ;  and 
if  other  cases  of  the  same  description  occurred,  I  should  be  ready. to 
do  so  again.  That,  Sir,  is  the  true  way  of  reforming  the  House  .of 
Commons  :  by  adding  strength  to  the  representation  where  wje  can 
do  so  certainly  and  definitely^  and  without  incurring  a  risk  of  evils 
greater  than  those  we  cure.  In  the  principle  of  that  proposition 
of  the  Noble  Lord  I  concurred :  and  if  1  concurred  with  those 
who  suggested  the  substitution  of  the  County  of  York  for  the  town 
of  Leeds,  as  the  recipient  of  the  franchise  to  be  detached  from 
Grampound, — I  did  so,  not  because  I  was  apprehensive  that  Leeds 
would  abuse  the  privilege ;  but  because  for  the  last  forty  years  the 
want  of  a' greater  number  of  Members  for  the  County  of  York 

*  Lord  John  Russell. 
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bad  been  the  standing  grieTance  complained '  of  in  everj  Petitibo 
for  Reform.  .''Shall  the  great  County  of  York  have  no  more 
Members  than  the  little  County  of  Rutland  V — is  the  language  of 
the  Petition  of  1793-  ''  Shall  so  great^  and  populous,  and  manu- 
fiicturii^  a  County,  be  no  more  numerously  represented  in  the 
House  of  Commons  than  the  Borough  of  Shoreham,  or  Cricklade, 
or  Midhorst,  or  finally  than  Old  Sarum  V* — are  the  apostrophes 
which  have*  added  zest  to  every  debate,  and  a  sting  to  every 
Petition,  from  the  year  1780  to  the  present  day.  Well !  Here  was 
an  opportunity  of  meeting  this  master-argument,  and  quieting  for 
ever  the  perturbed  solicitude  for  Yorkshire  representation.  I 
thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  lose  such  an  oppor- 
tunity ; — the  House  fortunately  was  of  the  same  opinion ; — and  lo ! 
the  grievance  of  grievances,  the  subject  of  forty  years'  clamor,  is 
redressed.  But,  to  be  quite  ingenuous,  I  will  own  that  Iwas  not 
without  expectation  that  when  the  Reformers  had  gained  this  point, 
they  woal4.find  out  that  they  had  not  gotten  exacilu  what  they 
wanted.  So  indeed  it  has  happened.  Since  the  biU  passed,  1 
have  heard  of  no  congratulations  on  the  event ;  but  I  have  heard 
of  much  regret,  and  of  many  fears  lest  great  inconvenience  should 
result  from  the  measure  to  the  County  of  York  itself.  This  to  be 
sure  would  be  exceedingly  to  be  deplored :  and  to  remedy  so 
unlucky  a  result  of  the  first  effort  at  Reform,  I  understand  that  it 
is  now  in  contemplation  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  dividing 
the  County  into  two  parts ;  assigning  to  one  the  old  and  to  the  other 
the  new  representation. — We  shall  see  how  this  expedient  will  be 
relished.  For  my  own  part,  I  apprehend  that  every  true  York- 
shireman  will  object  to  it  as  a  sort  of  converse  of  the  judgment  of 
Solomon  ;  and  that  the  two  old  Members  especially,  will  rush  for- 
ward and  implore  that  their  ancient  parent  may  be  permitted  to 
survive  whole  and  unmutilated.  In  that  case,  I  shall  unquestiona- 
bly join  them  in  the  vote  for  keeping  Yorkshire  in  undivided  mag- 
nitude, with  its  augmented  representation ;  affording^  as  it  will  do 
in  that  state,  a  conclusive  reply  to  near  half  a  century  of  remon- 
strances and  lamentations. 

I  do  not  recollect  in  the  Speech  of  the  Noble  Mover  any  other 
topic  on  which  I  feel  it  necessary  to  remark ;  having  already  I 
think  touched  upon  all  the  main  principles,  if  not  upon  all  the 
details  and  illustrations  of  his  motion ;  and  having,  1  am  well 
aware,  trespassed  largely  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House. 
'  ■■  A  few  words  more  upon  the  more  general  topics,  which  belong 
to  this  debate,  and  I  have  done.  It  is  asked  over  and  over  again 
whether  the  House  of  Commons  ought  not  to  sympathise  with  the 
People  ?  I  answer.  Undoubtedly  yes ;  and  so  the  House  of  Com- 
mons at  present  does,  finally  and  in  the  result.     But  I  also  main- 
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tain  that  this  Hoasfe  does  hot  hetraj  its  trust,  if  on  points  of  gravi* 
ty  and  difficulty,  of  deep  and  of  lasting  impottanee,  it  exercilesa 
wary  and  independent  discretion  ; — even  thoitgh  a  momentary  mis- 
understanding between  the  People  and  the  House  should  be  created 
by  such  difference  in  opinion  with  the  People.'  I  do  not  beltere  that 
the  change  proposed  by  the  Noble  Lord  would  infuse  into  the  HcMise 
of  Commons  a  more  wholesome  spirit.  I  do  not  believe  that  to  in* 
crease  the  power  of  the  People,  or  rather  to  bring  that  power  into 
more  direct,  immediate,  and  incessant  operation  upon  the  House, — 
(whether  such  effect  should  be  produced  by  rendering  elections  more 
popular^  or  by  shortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  or  by  both,) 
*-^i  do  not  believe,  I  say,  that  this  change  would  enable  the  House 
to  discharge  its  functions  more  usefully  than  it  discharges  them  at 
present.  With  respect  to'  the  plan  of  Universal  Suffrage  and 
Annual  Parliaments,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  generally  agreed,  that  it^ 
would  deprive  the  government  of  all  consistence  and  stability. 
Most  of  the  advocates  for  Reform  disclaim  these  doctrines  and 
resent  the  imputation  of  them.  lam  glad  of  it.  But  I  confess 
myself  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any  extension  of  suffrage  on 
principle,  how  any  shortening  of  Parliaments  on  principle,  can  be 
adopted  without  opening  the  whole  scope  of  that  plan :  and  k  cout 
fess  myself  not  provided  with  any  argument  satisfactory  to  my  own 
mind,  by  which,  after  conceding  these  alterations  in  principle,! 
could  hope  to  control  them  in  degree.  1  am  still  more  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  in  what  way  such  partial  concession  could  tend  ekber 
to  reconcile  to  the  frame  of  the  House  of  Commons  those  who 
are  discontented  with  it  as  it  at  present  stands,  or  to  enable  Parlia-r 
ment  to  watch  more  effectually  over  the  freedom,  the  happiness, 
and  the  political  importance  of  the  country. 

Dreading  therefore  the  danger  of  total,  and  seeing  the  difficult 
ties  as  well  as  the  unprofitaUeness  of  partial  alteration,  I  object 
to  this  first  step  towards  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  There  are  wild  theories  abroad.  1  am  not  disposed 
to  impute  an  ill  motive  to  any  man  who  entertains  them.  I  will 
believe  such  a  man  to  be  as  sincere  in  his  conviction  of  the  possibi- 
lity of  realising  his  notions  of  change  without  risking  the  tranquillity 
of  the  Country,  as  1  am  sincere  in  my  betief  of  their  impracticability; 
and  of  the  tremendous  danger  of  attempting  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
But  for  the  sake  of  the  world  as  well  as  for  our  own  safety,  let  us 
be  cautious  and  firm.  Other  nations,  excited  by  the  example  of  the 
liberty  which  this  Country  has  long  possessed,  have  attempted  to 
copy  our  Constitution;  and  some  of  them  have  shot  beyond  it  in 
the  fierceness  of  their  pursuit.  I  grudge  not  to  other  nations  that 
share  of  liberty  which  they  may  acquire :  in  the.  name  of  God,  let 
them  enjoy  it !  But  let  us  warn  them  that  they  lose  not  the  object 
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of  ibeir  deufe  bj  tb«  very  eagerness  with  wbkh  ihey  »tteiii{»l  to 
gt^sp  k.  Inherilofs  and  conservalorsof  ralioBal  freedon^  let  us, 
while  otfiers  are  seeking  it  ia  restles9Des9  and  trouble,  be  a  steady 
and  shining  light  to  guide  their  course^  not  a  wandeving  meteor  to 
be wiMer  and  mislead  them. 

Let  it  not  be  thought  dial  tins  is  an  unfriendly  or  disheartening 
counsel  to  diose  who  are  either  struggling  under  tlie  pressure  of 
harsh  goTemment,  or  exoHiag  in  thewyrelty  of  sudden  emancipa* 
tioB,  It  is  addressed  OMich  rather  to  those  who,  though  cradtled 
and  educated  amidst  the  sober  Uessingaof  the  Brkish  Constitu^on, 
pant  for  other  schemes  of  liberty  than  those  which  that  Constitution 
aabotion8,«<*-oiher  than  are  compatible  with  a  just  equality  of  civil 
rights^  or  with  die  necessary  restraints  of  social  obligation  ;'-«4)f 
some  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  in  the  language  which  Dryden  puts 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  the  most  extravagant  of  his  heroes^ 
that, 

"They  wouM  be  free  as  Nature  first  made  man,        • 
Ere  the  base  laws  uf  servitude  began,. 
When  wild  in  wood«tba  noble  savage  ran.^ 

Noble  and  swelling  eentiments  !-T^but  such  as  cannpt  be  reduced 
into  practice^  Orand  ideas  l-— but  which  must  be  qualified  and 
aidjusted  by  a  compromise  between  thie  aspiriiigs  of  individuals, 
and  a  due  concern  for  the  genera!  tfanquillity^ — must  be  subdued 
and  chastened  by  reason  and  experience,  before  they  can  be 'di-« 
rected  to  any  useful  end!  A  search  after  abstract  perfection  in. 
government,  may  produce, .  in  generous  minds,  an  enterprise  and 
enthusiasm  to  be  recorded  by  the  historian  and  to  b^  <?elebrated  by 
the  poet :  but  such  perfection  is  not  an  object  of  reasonable  pur** 
suit,  because  it  is  not  one  of  possible  attainment :  am)  never  yet 
did  a  passionate  struggle  after  an  absolutely  unattainable  object 
fail  to  be  productive  of  misery  to  an  individual,  of  madness  and 
confusion  to  a  people.  As  the  inhabitants  of  those  burning  cli- 
mates, which  lie  beneath  a  tropical  sun,  sigh  for  the  coolness  of 
the  mountain  and  the  grove  ;  so  (all  history  instructs  us)  do  nations 
which  have  basked  for  a  time  in  the  torrent  blaze  of  an  unmitigated 
liberty,  too  often  call  upon  the  shades  of  despotism^ — even  of  mili- 
tary despotism, — to  cover  them — 

— -''o  quis  me  gelidis  in  vallibus  Haemi 
Sistat,  et  ingenti  ramorum  protegat  umbra !'' 

a  protection  which  blights  while  it  shelters;  which  dwarfs  the 
intellect,  and  stunts  the  energies  of  man,  but  to  which  a  wearied 
nation  willingly  resorts  from  intolerable  heats  and  from  perpetual 
danger  of  convulsion. 
Our  lot  is  happily  cast  in  the  temperate  zone  of  freedom:  the 
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cHme  best  suited  to  the  developement  of  the  moral  qualities  of  the 
humamrace ;  to  the  cultivation  of  their  faculties^  and  to  the  security 
as  well  as  the  improvement  of  their  virtues ; — a  clime  oot  exempt  in- 
deed from  variations  of  the  elements, — but  variations  which  purify 
while  they  agitate  the  atmosphere  that  we  breathe.  Let  us  be  sen- 
sible of  the  advantages  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  enjoy.  Let 
us  guard  with  pious  gratitude  the  flame  of  genuine  liberty, — that 
fire  firom  heaven,  of  which  our  Constitution  is  the  holy  depository; 
—-and  let  us  not,  ibr  the  chance  of  rendering  it  more  intense  and 
more  radiant,  inipair  its  purity  or  hazard  its  extinction ! 
:  The  Noble  Lord  is  entitled  to  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
House,  for  the  candid,  able,  and  ingenuous  manner  in  which  he 
has  brought  forward  his  Motion.  If  m  the  remarks  which  I  have 
made  upou  it,  there  has  been  any  thing  which  has  borne  the  ap- 
pearance of  disrespect  to  him,  I  hope  he  will  acquit  me  of  having 
so  intended  it.  That  the  Noble  Lord  will  carry  his  Motion .  this 
evening,  I  have  no  fear;  but  with  the  talents  which  he  has  shown 
himself  to  possess,  and  with  (I  sincerely  hope)  a  long  and  brilliant 
career  of  parliamentary  distinction  before  him,  he  will,  no  doubt, 
renew  his  efforts  hereafter*  Although  1  presume  not  to  expect 
t^t  he  will  give  any  weight  to  observations  or  warnings  of  mine,yet 
on  this,  probably  the  last,  opportunity  which  I  shall  have,  of  raising 
my  voice  on  the  Question  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  while  I  con- 
jure the  House  to  pause  before  it  consents  to  adopt  die  proposition 
of  the  Noble  Lord,—- 1  cannot  help  conjuring  the  Noble  Lord 
liimself  to  pause  before  he  again  presses  it  upon  the  country.  If^ 
however,  he  shall  persevere, — and  if  his  perseverance  shall  be  suc- 
cessful,— and  if  the  results  of  that  success  shall  be  such  as  I  can- 
not help  apprehending ; — his  be  the  triumph  to  have  precipitated 
diose  results,— be  mine  the  consolation  that  to  the  utmost,  and  the 
latest  of  my  power,  I  have  opposed  them. 
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Mr.  Speaker, 

In  pursuance  of  the  notice  which  I  gave,  I  ns6  to  bring  under 
the  consideration  of  The  Hous6,  the  state  of  the  Representation 
of  the  People  in  Parliament. 

If  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  s^ibjects,  1  must  be  most  unwilling 
to  trespass  on  the  attention  of  this  House,  on  no  occasion  can  I 
be  more  reluctant  than  on  the  present ;  and  I  can  assure  you,  that 
nothing  but  a  deep  sense  of  public  duty,  and  an  anxious  desire 
to  put  an  end  to  that  spirit  of  discontent,  now  so  generally  pre- 
vailing, could  have  induced  me  to  take  up  a  question,  the  great 
and  important  interests  of  which  1  feel  that  1  am  not  competent 
adequately  to  protect.  In  the  first  place,  I  know  that  1  have  to 
-contend  against  that  disinclinaticMi  which  has  invariably  been  shown 
by  this  House  towards  iis  discussion;  a  disinclination  founded 
possibly  on  that  dislike  which  is  inherent  in  all  men,  and  bodies  of 
men,  to  hear  accusation^  against  themselves,  and  statements  of 
faults  and  corruptions  openly  laid  to  their  charge.  If  I  wanted 
any  evidence  in  support  of  this  assertion,  this  well-known  truth,  I 
should  undoubtedly  find  it  in  the  presient  state  of  the  benches 
opposite  to  me.  Perhaps  indeed  I  should  be  justified  in  taking 
advantage  of  it,  and  at  once  submitting  my  Motion  to  the  vote ;  as 
the  result  of  that  division  clearly  would  be  its  adoption  :  for  it 
requires  no  great  discernment  to  perceive  that  at  this  moment  the 
majority  is  greatly  on  the  side  of  the  Friends  to  Reform. 

But,  Sir,  I  shall  not  be  tempted  into  this  irregularity,  as  it 
would  prevent  that  ample  discussion,  that  calm  and  deliberate 
consideration,  to  which  this  important  subject  is  justly  entitled. 
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and  yrilhcMit  which  it  would  be  a  mere  mockery  to  pippoae  it.  ^  If 
this  scantiness  of  atiendance  is  meant  as  an  insult  to  myself,  I  treat 
it  with  conteoH^t ;  if  it  is  pointed  at  the  question,  i  then  repel  it 
jivith  feelings  of  deef^  indignation,  and  can  only  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  lost  on  the  people  of  England^  who  will  not^  cannot  be  in- 
sensible to  the  mifenuer  in  which  a  subject  so  interesting  to  them, 
has  been  treated  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers.     Indeed  of  aU  the 

flacemen  who  usually  cicowd  the  opposite  benches,  at  this  moment 
only  perceive  those  Right  Honourable  Twins,  so  lovingly  united 
in  affection,  in  principle,  and  in  the  representation  of  the  oyster- 
dredgers  of  Harwich.' 

In  addition  to  this  studied  negleet,  I  have  also  to  lament  the 
disadvantage  of  following  those  eminent  and  illustrious  characters, 
who  have  at  different  times  advocated  this  question^  and  who  by 
their  virtues  and  their  abilities  have  conferred  as  much  lustre  on 
the  cause,  as  they  received  from  the  sacred  and  patriotic  nature  of 
the  trust  confided  to  them.  I  know,  likewise,  that  I  shall  have  to 
contend  against  the  weight  of  the  overitvheilming  eloquence  of  a 
Right  Honorable  Gentleman  opposite,*  who  has  ever  placed  himr 
self  first  and  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  those,  who  oppose  iany  alterna- 
tion in  the  state  of  the  Repi'esentation,  and  whose  hostility  is  never 
directed  with  more  zeal,  energy,  or  ability,  than  against  that  ex- 
tended principle  of  amelioration,  which  it  is  my  duly  this  night  to 
press  on  the  consideration  of  this  House.  Under  these  great  and 
manifold  disadvantages,  therefore,  and  a  deep  sense  of  my  own  in* 
adequacy,  to  overcome  them,  I  can  only  hope  that  the  House  will 
extend  to  me  that  indulgence,  which  at  no  time  was  more  neces- 
sary, and  that  they  will  believe  me  when  I  assert,  that,  my  motives 
for  undertaking  this  arduous  office  are  founded  solely  on  an  ardent 
desire  to  serve  my  country,  and  to  conciliate  large  classes  of  the 
community,  loudly,  but  steadily  complaining  of  their  deprivation  of 
the  greatest  privilege  of  our  Constittttijon, — and  attributii^,  and 

1'ustly  in  my  opinion^  the  distress  under  %bich  tliey  are  at  present 
shoring,  to  a  long  system  of  misrule  wbA  mismanagement,  which 
never  could  have  existed,  much  less  coitinu^d,  if  it  had  not  been 
caused  and  protected,  by  a  gross  and  notqnous  system  of  corruption 
in  the  Representation  of  the  People. 

Sir^  I  have  heard  much  said  lately  of  the  dangerous  state  of  the 
times — and  I  think  with  justice,  for  (bey  are  awful  and  portentous ; 
sad  from  the  recollection  of  past,  and  gloomy  from  the  prospect  of 
future  events,  before  the  fulfilment  of  which,  the  importance  of 

«  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst,  who  were 
then  seated  side  by  side,  and  were  the  ^  only  members  on  the  Treasury 
Bench. 

•  Mr.  Canning. 
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both  past  and  preseDt  difficulties  fades  into  nodiii^.  There  is,  I 
amaware^a  spirit  of  discontent  daily  increasing^  which  cannot 
now  be  lulled  or  removed  by  those  excuses  which  formerly  passed 
current — by  those  promises  which  a  long  succession  of  yeurs  has 
seen  as  readily  and  unblushingly  broken^  as  they  were  cheaply 
made  in  compliance  with  each  temporary  cry  from  the  Peofde  for 
reformation  and  amendment.  The  increase  of  national  education, 
«nd  the  consequent  expansion  of  the  intellects  of  the  middle  and 
lower  orders  of  society,  renders  it  now  quite  impossible  to  conceal 
any  longer  the  causes  of  our  national  misfortunes — and  this  doc- 
trine I  find  unexpectedly  supported  by  an  authority,  and  in  a 
quarter,  from  whence  I  least  expected  any  assistance.  Since  I 
came  into  the  House  this  night,  an  extract  has  been  placed  in  my 
hands  from  an  Address  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Lancaster,  by  Mr. 
Justice  Best,  which  fully  confirms  the  assertion  I  have  just  made. 
The  learned  Judge  there  says, — ^  The  general  diffusion  of  reading 
among  the  lower  classes  of  society,  requires  the  adoption  of  other 
measures  than  were  necessary  during  the  prevalence  of  ignorance ; 
it  would  be  as  absurd  to  adhere  to  the  old  custom  of  acting,  under 
the  new  circumstances,  as  it  would  be  to  treat  animated  beings  in 
the  same  manner  as  things  inanimate.'* 

I  lately,  Sir,  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  habits  and 
opinions  of  a  large  portion  of  those  classes  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land :  and  1  must  confess,  that  I  was  astonished  at  their  improved 
intelligence — at  their  vigilant  attention  to  political  subjects.  There 
was  hardly  a  village,  however  secluded  from  the  world,  however 
remote  from  large  cities,  however  seemingly  cut  off  by  difficulties 
of  access  from  communication  with  society,  in  which  I  did  not 
observe  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  all  the  great  points  of  our 
national  policy,  and  the  most  scrutinising  observation,  not  only  of 
measures,  but  of  men.  Were  these  symptoms  to  be  discovered 
even  twenty  years  ago  i  I  think  no  man  will  assert  that  they 
were,  or  will  deny,  that  the  lower  and  middle  orders  were  then 
more  remarkable  for  apathy,  and  a  subserviency  to  the  will  of  their 
superiors  in  rank,  than  for  that  independent  and  intelligent  spirit 
which  now  animates  them,  and  which  only  requires  the  concur- 
rence of  a  fit  opportunity  to  prove  its  existence  in  all  parts  of 
the  empire. 

In  further  proof  of  this  feeling,  I  may  also  instance  the  nume- 
rous petitions  that  have  been  presented  this  night,  and  at  former 
periods,  alLcontaining  complaints  against  the  present  system,  and 
msisting  on  the  necessity  of  Reform.  Is  it  not  therefore  a  matter 
of  absolute  necessity  that  we,  who  call  ourselves  die  Representa- 
tives of  the  People,  should  at  length  undertake  that  just  and  salu-  , 
tary   work   of  amelioration  and  concession,   without   which  we 
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cannot  hope  they  ever  will  be  satisfied?  I  ^ay,  withbut  it  they 
never  can  be  satisfied ;  because  we  cannot,  when  we  colisider 
the  state  of  the  country,  deny :  that  their  contplaints  are  just. 
In  what  a  situation  are  we  now  !  We  have  a  national  debt  of  more 
than  850,000,000/.— an  annual  expenditure  of  55,000^000/.  a  taxa- 
tion die  most  burdensome  and  oppressive  in  the  known  world, 
and  yearly  decreasing  in  productiveness,  in  the  same  proportion 
that  it  increases  in  severity — a  Sinking  Fund,  which  is  the -veriest 
ddiusioQ  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be  practised  on  a  country — 
our  commerce  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  depression — an  agricattund 
interest;petitioning  from  all  quarters,  and  declaring  its  inability  to 
exist  without  a  protection  wUch,  if  afibrded,  would  irritate,  per* 
haps  greatly  injure,  a  manufacturing  interest  already  exposed  to 
the  greatest  difficulties  in  its  higher  quarters^  and  whose  working 
classes  are  nearly  reduced  to  starvation. 

We  have,  besides,  a  standing  army  of  more  than  80,000  men, 
an  object  always  of  the  most  constitutional  jealousy  to  our  ances- 
tors, although  it  seems  of  none  to  us  ;  the  existence  of  which  was 
even  assigned  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  deposing  James  the  Second. 
—We  have  a  system  of  corruption  in  the  greatest  activity,  by  which 
seats  in  this  assembly  are  publicly  advertised  for  sale,  and  as  pub-> 
licly  and  notoriously  bought  and  sold — and,  to  complete  our 
domestic  picture,  we  are  repeatedly  alarmed  by  accounts  of  trea- 
sons and  conspiracies;  nay, it  was  but  last  night  that  we  were  told 
by  a  Noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  at  War,'  that  we  were:only  in  the 
first  year  of  domestic  peace !  Our  gaols  are  overflowing;  and  our 
eyes  are  shocked,  and  the  better  sympathies  of  our  nature  disgust- 
ed, by  the  most  barbarous  and  unnecessary  executions — the  effect 
of  the  impolitic  Stcventy  of  our  criminal  laws. 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  outwards,  we  find  no  accession  of  national 
honor  or  character  to  make  up  for  our  bankrupt  and  miserable 
state  at  home.  Repeated  violations  of  public  faith  and  solemn 
pledges,  recorded  to  our  eternal  disgrace,  in  the  transfer  of  Nor- 
way,— the  base  abandonment  of  Genoa,— the  partition  of  Saxony, 
—the  surrender  of  Parga — a  steady  and  undeviating  support  of 
all  those  feudal  abuses  .  and  despotisms,  which  it  is  the  object  of 
the  Holy  AUianceto  bolster  tip  if  possible:  evinced,  1  say,  most 
unequivocally,  by  our  repeated  adoption  of  an  act  the  most  repug- 
nant to  die  free  principles,  although  not  to  the  present  practice,  of 
the  British  constitution,  I  mean  tlie  Alien  Bill — an  utter  indif-^ 
ference  to  the  struggles  of  a  people  contending  for  constitutional 
liberty ;  when  a  firm .  remonstrance,  breathing  the  genuine  spirit 
of  English  freedom^  might  have,  arrested  the  invading  arms  of 

*  Lord  Palmerston, 
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Auitftrtaii  barimrinn',  and  prevented'  i  war  whidi  has  too  ikubflp^ 

pily  sacceeded^  for  the  moment,  in  its  aaeril^ions  aiin,  tlve  repieth 

lion  of  freedom,  and  the  riveting  again  of  chains  wbich  an  eA>rt=of 

jo8l«ndnoMe  resiUance  iiad  peacefully  broken-*^ AU  tkeise,  aad 

naay  other  cbaracteristics  of  onr  fordgn  policy,  whidi  1  need  not 

now  mentioiiy  bare  degraded  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  cf  the 

Continent^  and  rendered  as  with  them  dbjects  of  distmst,  si^picioiiy 

and  hatred. 

Under  these  circnmstances,  i«  it  not  natural  that  every  asind 

capaUe  of  reflecting  aboold  be  earnestly  employed  in  endeavouring 

to  ascertain  the  causes  of  thisconsuawaate  degradation  of  natfonai 

character  f  Nor  have,  die  people  of  Englaiydy  unfortutiatcly;^ar  to 

look^ — the  origin  of  aUtheirnusfortunesis  to  be  found  in  the  abuses 

prevailing  in  that  hrancb  of  the  legiriature  which  was  originally 

designed  for  their  protection*-^ 

Hoc  fontie  ilerivata  clades 
Id  patriam,  poputmnqoe  fhnit. 

Sir,  for  a  kng  period  of  time  the  people  of  thid  coumty  had  Id 
contend  against  the  ^romiical  encroachments  of  their  Kmgi^'aMd 
the  nndne  exercise  of  the  preroglftite;  uor  did  they -succeed  in 
eertribliriiiag  their  rights  for  a  fame,  until  after  the  aeveicst  straggles,; 
and  tlie  effosion  of  the  best  and  noblest  blood  in  the  nation;  At 
length  the  system  of  attack  was  altered)  it  was  discovered  to  b& 
far  more  easy  to  govern  by  means  of  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons:  and  infinitely  more  effecUiat  to  employ  die  arms  of 
eomiptioDi  than  those  of  oppression^  or  of  violence.  iSince  thafi 
fatal  disco^^ry  was  made,  <nir  liberties  have  been  at  the  mercy  of 
all  Ministers,  to  whatever  party  they  may  belong  ;  and  if  we  now 
possess  any,  we  owe  it  to  their  forbearance,  and  not  to  their  being 
destitute  of  the  power  to  destroy  them  entirely. ' 

Let  us  only  look  at  the  mean^  placed  at  the  disposal  of  th^i 
Minister  of  die  day  >^— The  mani^ement  of  our  enormous  rshrenne 
and  expenditure,  in  all  its  minute  and  ihnmnerable  branche»--'the 
possession  of  the  force  and  influence  of  the  Crown,  exhibited  in 
legions  of  tax-gatherers,  clerks,  and  officers  of  all  descriplioni  in 
die  different  boards  of  Customs,  Stam|>s,  and  Excise — the  distri- 
bution of  4,000,000/.  and  upwards  amongst  those  civil  troofM^ 
amounting  as  they  do  to  10,000;  the  nomination  of  which  is  always 
vested  in  the  Ministerial  Member,  in  the  town  or  county  which  he 
represents  in  Parliament — the  patronage  of  the  Army ,^— the  Navy; 
—the  Church — and  the  India  Board : — All  these  Weapons,  steadily 
and  invariably  directed  towards  one  object,  the  strengthening  the 
influence  of  Government  in  this  House,  form  a  weight  of  power 
which  the  People,  as  at  present  represented,  cannot  resist.  The 
consequences  have  been'  fatal  to  oiir  happiness  and  prosperity. 
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Thfld  cbeck  wbioh  the  people  are  cotistituttonaUy  supposed  to  haVe 
OB  tbe  power  of  the  CFOwn,  by  bolding  the  reins  of  Uxattoii  in  tbetr 
own  bands,  and  baving  the  power  of  withholding  the  supplies,  baa 
been  rendered  null  and  void,  in  consequence  of  the  great  majority 
of  their  Repreaentatives  beng  returned  by  improper  influence-^ 
by  the  down  in  some  instances,  by  Peers  in  others, — in  monj 
caaeethe  member  returning  himself— -but  all  possessing  inderesta 
distinct  from  those  of  the  people. 

Ought  it  therefore  lo  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  the  national 
debt  %i»8  hficreased  ONE  thousand  mii«lions  during  ^e  lat<a 
reign?  or  can  we  expect  the  people  to  be  satisfied  with  a  system, 
through  which  they  have  been  plundered  of  these  millions,  to  pro^^ 
vide  for  the  most  wild  and  extravagant  wars — the  termination  of 
which  has  always  left  them  in  a  worse  situation  than  they  wnere  iw 
at  the  commencement  \  I  contend,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  para-^ 
nioant  duty  of  every  true  lover  of  his  cowitry  to  endeavour  to  re* 
strain  and  diminish  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  prevent  it  from 
destroying  those  constitutional  di^fenees  of  the  rights  of  the  people, 
which  we  to  be  found  in  a  state  of  representation  directly  and 
purely  emanating  from  themselves.  The  theory  of  the  eonstilii« 
tioQ,  according  to  the  best  authorities,  is,  that  all  the  parts  of  it 
form  nHitufl^  checks  on  each  other.  I  tbintc  it  is  Blackstone  wlio 
has  said,  that  in  the  legislature  the  people  are  a  check  On  tlie  nobi- 
lity, the  nobdity  upon  the  crown,  and  the  crown  upon  both.  But 
the  practice,  according  to  modern  innovations  and  corruptions,  is 
widely  different  from  this  theory.  In  the  enumeration  of  those 
diecks,  we  must  entirely  o»iit  that  of  the  people :  for  they  are  not 
repreaepted  in  the  legislature.  When  I  say  this,  i  mean,  that  aU- 
tbougb  there  may  be  some  few  members  returned  according  to  the 
purest  spirit  of  the  constitution,  yet  (hat  the  great  majority  ara> 
returned  by  the  most  improper  means,  without  even  fhe-remolesfc 
shadow  of  popular  delegation.  Inproof  of  this,  I  am  now  ready 
to  adduce  in  evidence  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  that  180  indirik* 
duals  return,  by  nonnnation  or  otherwise,  3dO  members. 

lif  ow.  Sir,  does  any  man  wbo  hears  me,  imagine  that  those  mens** 
bera  do  not,  in  the  first  instance,  consult  the  wishes  and  political' 
attachaients  of  those  to  whom  the}'  are  indebted  for  their  seats  ^ 
How  often  do  we  hear  it  said,  **  Why  has  Mr.  A.  taken  the  Chilterii- 
Hundreds  V*  The  answer  constantly  is — ^  Because  he  cannot  con* 
soientiously  vote  with  Lord  B.  of  Mr.  C.  who  returns  him,  and; 
tberofore  be  deems  it  a  point  of  honor  to  resign  his  seat''<--a  point 
of  booor^  by  the  way,  which  I  never  hear  of,  as  being  acted  upon' 
towards  the  people^  however  it  may  towards  the  patron.  But  all 
these  facts  are  too  wdl  knovm,  for  me  even  to  trouble  the  House 
by  the  mention  of  them — individually  they  know  them  to  be  true — 
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colldctivdy  they  knb'w  it--for  they  have  often  been  broiight'  under 
the  conaideratioti  of  Parlisment ;  and  one  noble  Lord/  in  parti-, 
culaf,  has  no  reason^  1  think^  to  be  delighted  bj  any  acceBsion 
which  thereby  has  accrued  to  his  constitutional  fame.  The  result 
however,  shcHtly^  is  this :  By  direct  nomioation— by  the  existence 
of  Boroughs,  where  some  £0,  50,  or  100  Voters  are  septennially 
bought  and  sold,  like  catde  in  a  fair — by  the  influence  of  Govern- 
moit,  which,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  Electors,  as  compared 
widi  the  population  of  the  empire,  can  but  rarely  and  partially, 
and  then  most  expensively,  be  resisted — a  piajority  is  always  to  be 
procured  for  the  admimstration  of  the  day— a  majority  forming 
a  body,  the  most  convenient,  the  most  pliable,  the  most  managea-. 
ble,  that  the  wit  of  man  could  invent :  sanctioning  measures  solely 
on  the  principle  of  ministerial  recommendation,  without  any  re- 
ference to  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  people.  Instances  of  this 
I  need  not  enumerate,  for  they  are  now  matters  of  history,  and 
their  records  are  accessible  to  all:  as  a  sample  of  the  commodity, 
I  may  however  mention,  that  a  majority  of  a  House  of  Commons, 
sanctioned  and  approved  the  infamous  expedition  to  Walcheren--- 
as  for  its  pliability,  I  myself  have  seen  the  same  members  voting  for 
that  very  question  which  they  had  negatived  only  one  hour  before : 
but  I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  the  detail  of  the  long  and  black 
catalogue  of  offence  committed  by  its  predecessors,  for  of  the 
present  House  I  am  prevented  from  speaking,  as  I  should  wish, 
by  the  existence  of  forms  which  I  do  not  intend  to  violate. 

Now,  Sir,  to  prevent  the  further  continuance  of  this  state  of 
diings,  the  recurrence  of  such  proceedings  as  I  have  thus  generally, 
described,  is  the  object  of  my  motion.  In  order  that  the  people 
may  be  fairly  and  iadequately  represented  in  the  legislature,  and  the 
balance  of  the  constitution  thus  restored,  it  is  necessary,  in  my 
opinion,  that  there  should  be  an  (extension  of  the  elective  franchise 
to  the  unrepresented  classes  contributing  directly  to  taxation- 
Copyholders,  Leaseholders,  and  Householders;  that,  all  venal,, 
corrupt,  and  decayed  Boroughs  should  be  disfranchised;  and  that 
there  should  be  a  recurrence  to  Triennial  Parliaments,  accompa- 
nied by  such  restrictions  on  the.  expenses  of  elections,  as  could 
easily  be  accomplished  under  a  reformed  system,  but  which  now 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  effect,  and  useless  to  attempt. 

It  f would  indeed  be  presumptuous  in  roe  to  attempt  to  enter  into 
a  detailed  history  of  the  origin  and  constitution  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  discussed  within 
these  walls,  that  nothing  new,  in  fact,  can  be  adduced  on  the.sub- 

'  Lord  Castlereagb,  now  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  accused  hy  Mr.  Mad- 
docks  of  having  bart^r^d  a  p);ice  for  a  seat. 
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ject :  a  short  aUusion  however  to  its  coaiposition,  wiH,  perhaps, 
'be  permitted  me;  and  I  trust  the  Hoiise  will  not  be  wearied  by  a 
short  review  of  the  statutes  which  have  been  passed  at  vatious 
timesy  affecting  either  its  duration  or  constitution.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  an  Act  was  passed  by  which  Parliaments  were  to  be 
held  annually,  in  consequence  of  a  disinclination  both  on  the  part 
of  .the  Sovereign  to  summon  them,  and  of  the  Reprei3entative  to 
atteqd :  arising  on  the  one  hand  from  a  too  great  tendency  to  ar- 
bitrary power,  and  on  the  other  from  a  lamentable  deficiency  in 
spirit  and  zeal  in  the  people — the  most  fatal  and  ruinous  symptom 
which  can  exist  in  a  national  character  :  nay,  to  such  a  height  was 
this  feeling  carried,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  pass  a  law  fining 
Members  for  non-attendance,  and  fixing  the  rate  of  their  wages,  ^ 
a  greater  inducement.  Still,  however,  Parliaments  were  not  held 
or  called  either  according  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  this  enactment, 
the  ill  effects  of  which  are  apparent  in  every  page  of  our  history. 
At  length,  in  the  l6th  of  Charles  II.  c.  1 .  it  was  ordained  that  Par- 
liaments should  be  assembled  every  three  years  :  and  in  the  6th  of 
Wm.  and  Mary,  c.  2.  the  Triennial  Act  was  passed,  which  recites, 
^'  that  by  the  ancient  laws  and  statutes  of  the  kingdom,  frequent 
parliaments  ought  to  be  held,  and  that  frequent  and  new  parlia- 
ments tended  very  much  to  the  happy  union  and  good  agreement  of 
the  king  and  people,  and  enacts  that  a  new  parliament  should  be 
called  once  in  three  years  at  the  least.'^ 

The  last  Act  relating  to  this  subject,  and  under  which  the  pre- 
sent duration  of.  Parliaments  exists,  is  the  stat.  1  Geo.  I.  s.  2.  c.  36. 
It  recites,  that  ^'  it  had  been  found  by  experience  that  the  clause 
in  the  Act  of  William  and  Mary,  limiting  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ments to  three  years,  had  been  found  grievous  and  burdensome, 
by  occasioning  greater  expenses  at  elections,  and  more  violent  and 
lasting  heats  and  animosities,  than  ever  were  before  known ;  and 
there  being  a  restless  and  Popish  faction  in  the  kingdom,  designing 
and  endeavouring  to  renew  rebellion  and  an  invasion  from  abroac^ 
and  that  if  continued  it  might  prove  destructive  to  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  Government ;"  and  therefore  it  brdabs,  ''  that  all 
future  parliaments  shall  continue  seven  years,  unless  sooner  dissolved 
by  the  sovereign  authority.'^ 

This  Act,  commonly  called  the  Septennial  Act,  was  not  passed 
without  earnest  discussion  and  resistance,  as  every  one  conversant 
in  the  history  of  the  Country  well  knows  ;  and  I  find  in  a  Protest 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  that  occasion,  arguments  so  cogent, 
and  so  applicable  to  the  view  I  entertain  of  this  question,  that  I 
hope  the  House  will  excuse  me  if  I  read  a  short  extract  from  it. 
After  claiming  frequent'  Parliaments,  as  agreeable  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  practice  of  ages,  and  denying  the  right  of  a  House  of 
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Commons  elected  for  three  jears,  to  exteud  its  duration  to  seven, 
the  protesting  Lords  gp  on  in  these  words : 

''  We  conceive  th'at'this  Bill  is  so  far  from  preventing  expenses 
and  corruptions,  that  it  wil]  rather  increase  them ;  for  the  longer  k 
Parliaiheht  is  to  last,  the  more  valuable  to  be  purchased  is  a  sta- 
tion in  i^  and  the  jgreater  also  is  the  danger  of  corrupting  the  IS^^etn* 
bers  of  it ;  for  if  ever  there  should  be  a  Ministry  who  shall  want  a 
ParHanient  to  screen  them  from  the  just  resentment  of  the  pebpl^, 
or  from  a  discovery  of  their  ill  practices  to  the  King,  who  cannot 
otherwise,  or  so  truly  be  informed  of  them,  as  by  a  free  Parlianient, 
it  is  80  much  the  interest  of  such  a  Ministry  to  influence  the  elec- 
tions, (which  by  their  authority,  and  the  disposal  of  the  public  money, 
they,  of  all  others,  have  the  best  means  of  doing,)  that  it  is  to  be 
feared  they  will  b^  tempted,  and  not  fail  to  make  use  of  theni; 
andeven  when  the  Members  are  chosen,  they  have  a  greater  oppor- 
tunity of  iiiducing  very  many  to  comply  with  them,  than  they  could 
have,  if.  not  only  the  Sessions  of  Parliament,  but  Parliament  itself, 
were  reduced  to  the  ancient  and  primitive  constitution  and  practice 
of  frequent  and  new  Parliaments:  for  aa  a  good  Ministry  will 
neither  practise  nor  need  corruption,  so  it  cannot  be  any  Lord's  in- 
tention to  provide  for  the  security  of  a  bad  one/' 

This  measure,  which  I  cannot  but  characterise  as  a  most  daring 
and  unconstitutional  exercise  of  Parliamentary  authority,  was  un- 
doubtedly founded  on  circumstances  of  temporary  necessity,  to  be 
lUStified  only  by  the  fact,  that  if  an  election  had  then  taken  place, 
it  Would  have  been  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  whether  a  majority 
would  not  have  been  returned  adverse  to  the  Brunswick  family, 
and  to  the  existence  of  those  civil  and  religious  liberties,  for  the 
maintenance  of  which  they  had  been  elected  and  summoned  to  the 
throne.  Upon  this  subject,  I  know  historians  have  widely  differed; 
my  own  opmion  is,  that  however  mtich  posterity  may  feel  grateful 
for  the  result  which  attended  that  measure,  as  far  as  regarded  the 
eternal  expulsion  of  the  Stewart  family,  they  must  always  repro- 
bate thp  means  by  which  it  was  obtained,  as  having  established  a 
most  dangerous  precedent,  and  opened  a  source  of  parliamentary 
corruption,  which  it  was  the  most  earnest  endeavour  of  our  ances- 
tors at  the  Revolution  to  eradicate. 

1  should  not  therefore  consider  any  alteration  beneficial  vyhich 
did  not  include  a  recurrence  to  Triennial  Parliaments^  affording, 
as  they  wouljd,  the  very  b^st  security  for  that  frequent  commui^icfi- 
tion  between  the  Representative  and  his  Constituents,  the  absence  of 
whicl|  is  but  too  apt  to  render  him  entirely  independent  of  them, 
and  regardless  of  any  interest^ibuthis  own. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Jlpuse, 
regards  the  electors  and  elected.    After  the  best  research  which  I 
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can  make  iilto  the  subject,  and  the  maturest  deliberation,  I  remain 
convinced,  ^t  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  all  £nglish  freemen 
Wel'e  entitted  to  vote  for  Representatives.  Without  going  into  the 
r^itidte  ages  of  our  Saxon  ancestors,  1  find  this  doctrine  acknow- 
ledged by  ^declarations  from  Sovereigns  in  various  forms,  and  by  a 
tfpeckl  Act  of  Parliament.  Edward  I.  in  his  first  writ  of  summons 
to  the  Sberiffb,  requires  the  return  of  two  knights,  who  are  to  be 
chosen  by  the  commonalty  of  each  county^  and  two  Citizens  and 
Burgesses  by  the  commonalty  of  each  city  or  borough  :  and  gives 
as  his  reason,  what  he  justly  calls  a  most  equitable  one — namely, 
"  that  what  concerns  all,  should  be  approved  by  all ;  and  that 
dangers  common  to  all  should  be  obviated  by  remedies  provided 
by  all/'  In  the  same  spirit  was  it,  I  apprehend,  that  Edward  III. 
said,  in  re^y  to  a  petition  from  the  House  of  Commons  in  favor 
of  Annually  holding  Parliaments,  and  the  restriction  of  voting  to 
what  they  called  the  better  people  in  counties — ^*  as  to  a  Parlia- 
ineiit  every  ]^ear,  there  are  statutes  and  ordinances  made ;  let  them 
be  duly  kept  aiid  observed  ;  as  to  the  choice  of  Knights,  the  King 
wills  that  they  be  chosen  by  the  common  absent  of  the  whole  county.^* 
At  last,  in  the  7th  of  Hen.  IV .  this  important  principle  was  solemn- 
ly recognized  in  the  Statute  Book.  The  Act  runs  in  this  form : 
''Our  Lord  the  King,  at  the  grievous  complaint  of  his  Commons, 
of  the  undue  elections  of  Knights  for  coupties  for  the  Parliament, 
which  be  soilietime  made  by  affection  of  the  Shenffs,  and  other- 
wise against  the  form  of  the  writs  directed  to  the  Sheriff  and  the 
great  slander  of  the  counties,  and  hindrance  of  the  business  of'  the 
commonalty  in  the  said  county,*'  &c.  8lc.  It  provides,  therefore, 
*'  as  a  remedy y  that  at  the  next  county  court  after  the  delivery  of 
the  writ,  all  th^y  who  be  there  present^  as  well  suitors  duly  sum- 
moned for  the  same  cause,  as  others,  shall  attend  to  the  election 
of  their  Knights,  and  then  in  the  full  county  shall  proceed  to  the 
election  freely  and  indifferently."  Now,  if  the  word  ^'  suitor," 
was  not  soiBciently  comprehensive,  the  term  *^  and  others"  clearly 
proves  that  M  freemen  were  intended  to  participate  in  the  election ; 
and  in  those  days  nearly  every  freemen  was  possessed  of  some  de- 
gree 6f  property  from  which  he  contributed  to  the  support  of  the 
State.  This  act  was  still  farther  recognised  in  the  1 1th  of  Hen.  IV. 
a;nd  (he  1st  of  Hen.  V.,  but  the  latter  makes  residence  a  necessary 
qualification  b6th  for  electors  and  elected. 

At  length,  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  years  after  this  right  had 
been  etercised  by  the  people  of  England — namely,  from  the  time 
df  Edw.  I.  to  Hen.  VI. — the  disqualifying  statute  was  passed  in  the 
8th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  latter  King.  It  recites,  ^'  that  elec- 
tions of  Knights  in  many  counties  had  of  late  been  made  by  ^eat, 
oviftai^eous,  and  excessive  numbers  of  people,  dwelling  withtn  the 
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same  counties^  of  which  the  most  part  was  people  of  small  substance 
and  no  value^  whereof  every  of  them  pretended  a  voice,  equivalent 
>vith  the  most  worthy  Knights^  whereby  riots,  batteries,  and  so  on, 
aiQpng  the  gentlemen  and  other  people" — (The  House  will  natu- 
nilly  suppose  the  sentence  conluded  with  ''  unhappily  have  occur- 
red:'* on  the  contrary  all  we  find  is) — *'  shall  very  likely  rise  and 
be — and  therefore  provides  that  Knights  of  the  shire  shall  be  chor 
sen  by  people  dwelling  and  residing  in  the  same  counties,  whereof 
every  one  of  them  shall  have  free  land  or  tenen^ent  to  the  value  of 
4Ds.  by  the  year  at  least  above  all  charges,  and  that  they  which 
shall  be  so  chosen  shall  be  dweUing  and  resident  within  the  same 
counties." 

From  this  period  is  to  be  dated  the  transfer  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise from  all  freeholders  and  all  freemen,  to  freeholders  pf  Uie 
amount  of  40s,  a  year :  a  period  marked  also  by  another  most  gla- 
ring invasion  of  the  liberties  of  the  people — the  adoption  of  an  act 
compelling  laborers  and  artificers  to  work  for  low  wages,  under 
severe  fines  and  penalties.  As,  therefore,  all  persons  denominated 
liberi-tenentes,  and  all  freemen  possessing  property,  however  small 
its  value,  from  which  they  contribtUea  to  taxation,  enjoyed  .'the 
right  of  voting,  until  they  were  most  treacherously  and  tyrannically, 
disqualified  by  this  act  of  Hen.  VI.— so,  1  say,  now,  all  English- 
men^ possessing  the  same  qualifications,  ought  to  resume  those 
rights  which  were  shamefully  wrested  from  their  ancestors  under 
the  most  false  pretences ;  for  the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  which  I 
Jiave  just  read,  fully  exposes  the  weakness  and  absurdity  of  the  rea- 
sons alleged  ;  and  effected  also  under  circumstances,  and  accompa- 
nied by  other  measures,  bearing  no  other  stamp  than  that  of  the 
most  arbitrary  power. 

,  The  Stat.  23  Hen.  VI.  c.  14.  recognises  in  its  recital  an  Act  pas- 
sed in  the  1st  Hen.  V.  respecting  what  sort  of  persons  shall  be 
choosers,  and  who  shall  be  chosen  Knights  and  Burgesses  ;  and 
declares  that  Knights  of  the  shire  shall  not  be  chosen  unless  they 
are  resident  within  the  shire,  and  the  choosers  also  resident,  and  the 
same  with  regard  to  cities  and  boroughs.  These  laws,  as  to  resi- 
dence, were  not  repealed  until  the  14th  Geo.  III.  c.  68  ;  and  the 
reasons  assigned  in  the  preamble  to  that  Act  are  most  ludicrous-— 
that  the  provisions  in  them  had  been  found  by  long  usage  to  be  un- 
necessary, and  had  become  obsolete.  The  fact  was,  that  the  qua- 
lifications there  insisted  on  as  to  residence^  had  long  been  pur- 
posely evaded,  or  manifestly  disregarded,  from  the  most  corrupt 
motives,  although  the  statutes  were  positive  and  unrepealed.  In 
these  enactments,  the  principle  of  a  fair  and  just  representation :  is 
to  be  recognised ;  namely,  that  no  counly,  city^  or  borough^  should 
be  represented  but  by  persons  resident  in,  or  free  of  them,  and  am- 


13]  for  Reform  of  Parliament.  261 

seqaently  acquainted  with  their  various  interests  and  necessttiesj 
But  is  this  principle,  just  as  it  is,  at  all  applicable  to  the  present 
state  of  the  Borough  system  f  Many  of  these  boroughs,  formeriy 
populous  and  florishing,  and  therefore  represented,  are  now  decayed 
and  depopulated ;  consisting,  in  many  instances,  only  of  posts  or 
stones,  denoting  merely  the  site  of  former  dwellings.  -  Is  it  accord<- 
ing  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  ?  Is  it  according  tO'  the  tenor 
of  the  statutes  I  have  just  cited,  that  these  substances  should  retura 
Meoabers  to  Parliament?  And  how  are  they  represented?  By' 
burgesses  ^resident  in  or  free  of'^  these  boroughs  ?  By  no  means; 
I  think,  if  1  were  to  appeal  for  confirmation  to  this  House,  and  I 
were  honored  with  an  answer,  (which  is  certainly  not  very  likely ,y 
I  should  be  surrounded  by  Members,  starting  up  on  all  sides,  de- 
claring that  they  bad  never  been  blessed  with  the  sight  of  their  ina- 
nimate, and,  fortunately,  insensible  constituents ;  or,'  if  they  had 
seen  tbemy  it  was  when;  after  -travelling  post-haste  to  the  Land's- 
end,  to  undergo  the  forms  and  insulting  mockery  of  an'  election^ 
they  had  carefully  taken  them  out  of  their  trunks,  into  which  they 
had  recently  been,  transferred  from  the  dignified  retirement  and 
secuiity  of  their  Solicitor's  0£5ce.  .  . 

I  say,  therefore,  that  the  right  of  sending-  Members  to  Parlia- 
ment, which  is  now  vested  in  these  roUen  Boroughs,  ought  to  be 
abolished;  because  those  places  need  no  separate  and  distinct 
representation  for  themselves ;  and  may  be,  nay  notoriously  are,  the 
means  of  introducing  a  corrupt  influence  into  this  House.  As  to 
whether  the  owners  of  this  borough  property  ought  to  receive  any 
compensation  or  not,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  I  believe 
lately  by  a  noble  Lord  near  me,'  1  should  say,  decidedly  not,  and 
for  this  reason-— if  this  right,  this  white  slave-trading  right,' was 
taken  away  from  them,  they  still  would  remain  in  possession  of  their 
legal  and  constitutional  property^  their  lands  and  their  houses,  the 
only  property  the  existence  of  which  they  dare  openly  avow  to  the 
world.  It. would  not  be  depriving  them  of  anything  they  ought 
to  have,  it  would  be  depriving  them  only  of  the  corrupt  and  uncon- 
stitutional practicability  of  selling  seats  in  Parliament,  or  bartering 
them  for  places,  pensions,  sinecures,  and  other  appointments  in  the. 
gift  of  the  Minister. . 

Here,  Sir,  I  may  observe,  that  down  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VII F., 
possibly  later.  Members  of  Parliament  received  wages  from  their 
constituents,,  as  I  have  stated  before,  which  were  assessed  and 
levied  by  a  public  rate.  The  practice  is  undoubtedly  in  one  sense 
discontinued ;  for  the  constituents  in  many  places  are  now  paid 
themselves  for  performing  their,  functions,  and  the  Members  in 
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returq  claim  and  receive  tbeir^wages  in  other  iquarters.  This  pay- 
loenty  ^beu  effected  by  coostituents,  operated  as  a  bond  of  iitiioiH 
and  attached  their  representatives  to  then  as  their  eaiplo^jerB*  Tbe 
principle  of  paj^ment  still,  1  believe/ pievs^ils:  b^t  tbe  eHaplojfers 
arp  changed^  and^  I  fear,  the  people  of  England  do  boI  (consider 
the  change  as  having  operated  beneficially  for  their  uiterestt. 

But,  setting  aside  tbe  delicate  question  of  payment,  bolb  fts  re- 
gards the  Member  and  his  constituents^  surely  it  caiinot  be> »  Locke 
has  well  observed^  upon  a  fair  principle  of  representation,  ibiytihe 
Members  for  boroughs  possessing  no  population/ or  at  lUGist  CMily 
a  few  burgage-houses,  should  have  an  equal  right  with  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  largest  counties  in  England,  to  vole  a«aj  the 
money  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  counties,  with  whom  they  have 
not  the  remotest  connexion ;  a  right  forming  the  most  iinpjCMrtaBt 
privilege  of  the  Constitution^  and  which  was  vested  in  it  solely  lor 
the  benefit  and  protection  of  tbe  People.*  1  am  aware  HM  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  an  exact  equality  of  representation^  both  as  to 
numbers  and  property ;  but  I  consider  it  an  object  which  ought  to 
he  attended  to  as  much  as  possible.  Property  of  soni^e  decree,  no 
matter  how  low  the  value,  must  be  tbe  heist  basis  on  whicli  to  found 
the  elective  franchise.  It  is  that,  from  which  those  resources  are 
drawn,  which  support  the  State,  and  whose  application  its  :pos- 
sessor  has  a  right  to  regulate  and  control  through  his  represianta* 
tive.  It  affords  tlie  best  pledge  for  his  conduct,  and  renders  bim 
independent  of  that  commanding  and  overbearing  infiuence  or  temp- 
tation, which,  if  exerted  against  a  poor  and  dependent  man,  woiild 
prevent  the  possibility  of  his  bestowing  a  free  and  unbiassed  rauf- 
frage. 

I  contend  also,  that  owing  to  various  circumstances,  the  lapse  of 
time,  the  increase  of  population  in  some  places,  tbe  decrease  in 
others,  and  the  enormous  extension  of  the  influence  of  tbe  Croyin, 
our  system  of  Representation  has  fallen  into  a  degree  of  decay  and 
imperfection,  which  imperiously  calls  for  reformation  and  amsnd- 
ment.  The  nature  and  extent  of  that  alteration^  I  own  it  to  be 
difficult  to  determine.  I  am  not  presumptuous  enough  to  imagine, 
that  the  course  I  recommend  is  the  only  one  befitting  us  to  adopt ; 
but  I  think  it  fair  in  introducing  this  question,  for  which  I  contend 
on  the  ground  both  of  justice  and  expediency,  to  state  at  once  and 
openly,  how  far  I  think  a  change  beneficial,  and  likely  to  be  effec- 
tual in  removing  those  evils  of  whiicb  we  complain. 

The  principle  of  a  change  in  our  representative  system  is  not  new, 
and  has  been  acted  on  at  different  times,  as  may  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  various  acts  of  Parliament.  The  27th  of  Hen.  VIU.  c# 
26.  regulates  the  representation  of  Wales.  The  35th  of  Hen.  VIII. 
c.  11.  settles  the  wages  of  Knights  and  Burgesses  iii  Wales,  and 
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ded^res  who  shal|{  be  t^e  5;hoo8ers  pf  ^jmrgesses.  Tbe34tI|of 
H^.  Vill.  c.  18.  recijtjes,  ibat  '^  tbetpojiinty  I^daliue  of  Chester  bacl 
^hberto  been  excluded  from  sendjgg  H^oil^f^rs  to  Parl^meot^  by 
reasoq,  w^hereof  th^  inhabi^ots  had  hViaX^\\ie6m2a\j  limes  and  dama^ 
g&i  as.  well  in  their  laods  and  goods  and  bodies,  as  in  the  civil  an4 
politic  n^inienauce  and  governance  of  the  coninion\ii(ealtb  of  the 
county ;  and  as  a  remedy  to  restore  quietness,  rest,  and  peace— li  is 
enacted,  that  the  County  shall  send  two  Knights  of  the  shire^ 
and  the  Cily  pf  Chester  two  fiurgesses,  to  Parliament/'  The  next 
and  last  statute  to  which  1  shall  refer,  is  one  in  which.  I  confess.  1 
am  peculiarly  interested,  as  wilhout  its  adoption,  I  should  not  have 
hsid  the  honor  of  now  addressing  this  House.  In  the  25th  of  Charles 

.  c.  9*  '  ond  it  asserted,  '^  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Durhagi,  are  liable  to  all  paj/ments^  rates,  and  subsidies,  granted 
by  Parliament,  equally  with  the  inhabitants  of  other  counties,  and 
are  therefore  equally  conce^rned  mth  them  to  have  their  Knights  and 
Burgesses  to  represent  the  cpnd^tion  of  their  County^  and  they  are 
accordingly  authorised  to  send  ^wo  Knights  for  the  Comity  and  two 
Burgesses  for  the  City/^  AC^^r  ^i^ing  this  last  Act,  I,  above  all 
others,  may  be  permitted,  in  Uie  ^nguage  adopted  in  reference  to 
the  County  1  represent,  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  unrepresented  classes 
9f  England,  that  they  are  '^  liable  to  taxation  eq,uaUy"  with  other 
subjects,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  i;epresented  in  Parliament. 
T*bpse  unrepresented  classes,  thuai  contributing  to  taxation,  are  Copy- 
holders, Lesiseholders,  ancl  tipuseholders.  On  these  principles, 
therefore,  and  in  the  words  of  the  Chester  Act,  **  as  a  remedy  to 
restore  quietness,  r^st,  and  peace,^'  1  should  propose  that  ^hey  should 
be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  privilej^. 

In  order  to  effect  this.  1  have  prepared  a  Bill,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  learned  friend  of  mine,  whose  valuable  and  effacient  co-opera- 
tion  I  beg  leave  now  gratefully  to  i^cjbiowlege ;  and  if  the  fiouse 
^ill  allow  m^,  I  shall,  as  shortly  as  possible,  detail  its  provisions 
and  objects.  It  is  divided  into  three  parts.  The  1st  part  relating 
to  Householders,  and  the  division  of  th^  County  into  pistricts,  each 
returping  on^  flepreseiitative.  llie  2d,  adding  Copyholders  and 
Leaseholders  to  the  iOounty  Representation.  And  the  Sd,  repeal- 
ing the  Sepjtennial  Act,  and  limiting  the  duration  of  Parliament  to 
three  years. 

As  to  the  first  partr-The  necessity  of  dividing  the  County  into 
districts  must  be  apparent,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  proposition 
fpr  enabling  all  Householders  to  vote,  as  without  such  an  arrange- 
opient  no  Householder  could  vote,  unless  he  resided  in  a  town  to 
which  the  right  of  Representation  was  annexed.  The  effect  of  a 
division  into  districts,  would  be  to  give  a  Representative  to  every 
25^000  inhabitants, — of  wbom^  reckoning  one  in  ten  to  be  a  House- 
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holder,  paying  rates  and  taxes,  8,500  would  be  electors*  Tbir 
calculation  is  made  on  the  assumption  that  the  population  of  Eiig* 
land  and  Wales  amounts  to  ten  millions  and  a  half^  to  be  represented 
by  417  Members;  the  number  remaining,  after  deducting  the 
County  Members,  and  those  for  the  two  Universities,  whose  repre- 
sentation I  do  not  propose  to  alter.  In  1817  it  was  calculated 
that  the  population  of  London  amounted  to  1,140,000,  the  number 
of  houses  to  1j61,882.  It  would  thus  appear  that  one  in  seven  and 
a  half  was  a  householder ;  and  if  this  scale  were  to  be  applied 
generally,  it  would  give  3/150  constituents  to  each  Member :  but' 
considering  that  great  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  number  of 
householders  who  are  not  rated,  and  do  not  pay  taxes^  as  owners  of 
small  cottages^  and  persons  receiving  parochial  relief^  I  think  the 
fairest  and  truest  estimate  will  be,  that  which  reduces  the  cakula* 
tion  to  one  in  ten. 

The  right  of  voting  I  propose  should  be  given  in  these  districts, 
to  all  inhabitant  Householders,  bona  fide  rated  to  church  or  poor, 
or  assessed'  to,  or  paying  direct  taxes  for  six  months  previous  to  the 
first  day  of  election,  not  having  received  parochial  relief ;  every 
such  person,  except  persons  now  disqualified  otherwise  than  as 
Catholics,  to  be  entitled  to  vote. 

The  next  provision  I  was  anxious  to  make^  was  for  the  fitness 
and  impartiality  of  the  returning  officer  for  those  districts,  on  the 
correct  and  fair  discharge  of  whose  duty  so  much  necessarily  de- 
pends. I  propose,  that  he  should  be  an  acting  Magistrate  within 
the  district,  and  be  chosen- annually  by  the  overseers  and  church- 
wardens ;  no  Magistrate  to  be  eligible  two  years  running,  or  to  be 
bound  to  act  within  three  years.  His  being  elected  by  those  who 
derive  their  appointment  chiefly  from  the  Electors  of  the  district, 
will  inspire  greater  confidence  than  if  the  office  were  held  either" 
permanently,  or  independently  of  the  inhabitants.  I  propose  also  to 
authorise  him  to  appoint  a  Deputy  to  attend  to  the  minor  details 
of  the  duty,  which  can  frequently  be  better  performed  by  a  pro- 
fessional person,  whose  residence  on  the  spot  is  always  fixed  and 
certain ;  but  that  the  principal  should  be  bound  always  to  attend  at 
the  election.  For  the  purpose  of  still  farther  providing  for  the 
impartiality  of  the  returning  officer,  I  have  inserted  a  clause,  ren- 
dering him  liable  to  imprisonment,  if  he  acts  corruptly,  as  is  pro- 
vided in  Ireland  by  the  Stat.  57  Geo.  HI.  c.  131.  The  Magistrate, 
however,  may  decline  acting  as  returning  officer,  ou  payment  of  a 
fine  of  200/.  to  the  poor  of  the  district.  This  provision  I  have 
thought  necessary,  as  it  is  possible  that  a  Magistrate  might  be 
elected,  who  had  intentions  of  ofiering  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  representation  of  the  district. 

The  election  I  should  propose  to  take  place  in  the  chief  town 
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in  the  district^  to  commence  before  twelve  o'clock  on  the  first  day. 
If  a  poll  18  demanded^  to  be  opened  on  the  same  day>  or  the  next 
at  fieirthest ;  and  to  be  kept  open  on  all  days,  except  the  day  of  de- 
manding It,  for  eight  hours  at  least ;  not  to  last  longer  than  six 
days,  including  the  first  day  of  election ;  to  be  closed  at  three 
o'clock  on  the  last  day,  and  the  return  to  be  made  immediately,  un- 
less a  scrutiny  be  demanded.  The  returning  officer  will  be  obliged 
to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  polling  booths,  separate,  and  with 
good  access ;  the  votes  to  be  taken  in  them  alphabetically ;  the 
letters,  for  which  each  boo^h  is  designed,  to  be  affixed  on  the  out- 
tide.  In  districts  consisting  of  more  than  one  parish,  where  the 
voters  reside  more  than  five  miles  from  the  chief  place  of  election, 
votes  may  be  tendered  to  the  overseers  of  the  parish  where  those 
voters  reside.  The  poll  there  taken  to  last  three  days;  to  be  kept 
open  five  hours  each  day :  only  three  days  are  given,  exclusive  of 
the  first  day,  in  order  that  the  parish-poll  may  be  received  the 
evening  before  the  sixth  and  final  day  of  the  district  poll,  and  thus 
enable  the  gross  poll  to  be  declared  immediately  on  its  close. 
Ilie  object  of  this  arrangement  is  to  prevent  the  great  expense  of 
the  conveyance  of  voters,  by  enabling  all  those  who  cannot,  or  will 
not,  proceed  at  their  own  expense  to  the  chief  town,  to  tender  their 
votes  at  a  moderate  distance  from  their  places  of  abode :  whilst  at 
the  same  time  it  leaves  unaltered  and  untouched  that  spirit,  energy, 
and  interest,  which  always  characterise  the  proceedings  of  an  election 
held  in  a  populous  town,  where  the  candidate  appears  personally 
before  large  bodies  of  his  countrymen,  to  answer  openly  for  his 
past  conduct,  and  give  such  pledges  for  his  future  actions  as  may 
publicly  be  required  of  him. 

I  wish  also  to  provide  for  ample  public  notices  of  the  election 
being  generally  circulated  throughout  the  district :  at  present,  such 
notices  are  generally  given  either  by^proclamatton,  or  by  that  much 
calumniated  individual,  the  bellman,  whose  announcement  of  the 
Sufiblk  Reform  Petition  has  been  so  much  objected  to  in  the  early 
part  of  this  evening,  by  the  Honorable  Member  for  that  county.'  I 
propose  that  the  Shenfi^  should  issue  his  precept  within  three  days 
of  the  receipt  of  the  writ,  to  the  returning  officer  of  each  district 
within  his  jurisdiction ;  the  returning  officer  to  give  public  notice, 
within  S6  hours,  of  the  time  and  place  of  election,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  election  on  the  Monday  next,  after  two  days  from  the  time 
of  giving  that  notice.  Now,  by  the  Stat  7  &  8  Will.  3.  the 
Sheriff  is  to  deliver  the  precept  within  three  days,  and  the  election 
must  be  held  within  eight  days  ;  four  days'  notice  at  least  being 
given.  •  This  new  arrangement  would  make  little  difference  in  the 
time  of  holding  the  election,  after  the  returning  officer  received  the 
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precept  haafi  wi^ojuld  st^we  the  election  niot  t^reaking  into  t^o 
M^i^ks.  livery,  returning  officer,  on  the  rqceipt  of.  the  precept,  if} 
affix  Qptices  op  tbe  doors  of  the  cbiircbesi  wa^  on  thq  market  places, 
oi,  the  tirn^  and  place  of  election.  The  overseers  to  be  oblige^  t^ 
uaikei,  and  9end  alphabetical  liflita  of  all  persons,  rated,  to  th^  return^ 
ing  officer,  within  a  fortnight  after  the  publication  of  the  rate,  as 
also  the  col^ctors  of  the  taxes,  after  the  receipt  of  their  vifarrants 
qf  cpllectiop..  By  this  means,  the  returning  officer  will  be  alvyays 
apre  to  ha;ye  the  proper  rate  ready  in  case  of  vacancies ;  as,  if  it 
was  to  be :  delivered  only  yearly,  it  might  never  be  a  correct  g|iide. 
The  qoofusioyi  which  arises  in  taking  a  ppll,  would  b^  thereby 
niueh  dimiu^bed^  and  the  opportunities  Cpr  taking  objections  tes- 

aeoed. 

I  propose  that  all  persons  now  entijtied  to  vote  for  any.  borp^gli, 
Qi:  towUy  or  place,  now  represented  in  Parliament,  s,^puld  be  em* 
ppwcired  to  vote  for  life,  (or  as  loi^  as  the  right,  in  respect  of  which 
ihey  claim,  remains,)  at  all  elections  in  that  district  within  which 
the  place  is  aituated* 

.  All  the  expenses  of  these  District  Elections,  that  are  authorised 
by  the  Bill — namely,  those  relating  to  polling-places,  clerka,  mes- 
aeugers,  and  other  necessary  charges — will  be  paid  out  of  the  pppr- 
rates  of  the  several  parishes  in  each  district,  by  warrant  from  the  re- 
turning officer  and  ope  other  Magistrate.  This  power  of  issuing  a 
H^arrant  is  sanctioned  by  other  instances,  spflpevvhat  similar.  The 
9tat«  $7  Eliz.  c.  13.  8. 3.  making  the  hundred  Uable  for  a  moiety  of 
the  damages  received,,  enacts,  that  two  Justices  shall  rate  the  dif- 
ferent parishes. to  an  equal  contribution*  Thestat.  1  Geo. I.e.  $.  s. 
6.  adopts  the  same  course  for  recovery  of  ^le  sums,  referring  to  the 
87th  Eli^.  ,  These  statutes  ure  ainended  by  the  8th  Geo^  il.  e*  26. 
and  the  29d  Geo,  2.  c.  46 :  all  of  which  authorise  the  assessment  to 
be  made; by  two  Justices;  Qud,  lastly,  the  57th  Qeo. HI. c.  19* 
adopts  the  same  course,  taking  as  a  precedent  (he  )st  (reo.  I.  c.  5. 
. .  And  now,  as  to  County  Elections — I  do  not  propose  to  alter 
the  mode  in  which  they  now^zist,  further  than  by  adding,  a?  Elec- 
tors, Copyholders  and  Leaseholders,  and  niaking  the  same  regula- 
tions as  to  the  prevention  of  expense  in  the  conveyance  pf  voters 
ftom  distant  parts,  as  1  have  detailed  before  in  that  part  of  the  Bill 
which. relates  to  Districts.  I  conceive  copyhold  property,  whatever 
it  might  have  been  in  feudal  times,  to  be  now  as  good  as  freehold, 
because,  the  pPssessor  of  it  cannot  be  deprived  of  it,  as  formerly, 
at  the  will  of  the  lord.  1  propose  also,  to  grant  the  elective  fran- 
chise to  Leaseholders  for  terms  of  years  renewable  at  the  will  of 
the  lessee,  and  for  terms  of  which  2\  years  are  unexpired*  (I  should 
here  observe,  that  even  now  a  lease  for  life  is  a  freehold,  and  gives 
a  right  to-  vote.)    This  will  enable  proprietors  under  college  or 
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other  eccl^siasjtical  leases,  or  under  long  leases  for  sioall  and  no- 
u;ii^al  rentf »  fucb  as  ^uilding  leases,  to  vot«f.at  Cctuv^y  £lectioi]i^; 
in  wYxy^h  privilege  I  would  also  join  freehoWrs  of  40^;  in  tovi(fi^ 
which  are  counties  withiu  themselves,  iti  opder  to  avoid  the  ano^ 
ipuly  which  now  exists,,  of  there  being  freeholdefs  in  some  places 
who  have  no  right  to  votei  either  for  the.  county  or  towo  ia  which 
tiieir  property  is  situated. 

The  polling  for  Counties.  I  propose  to  be  on  the  same  principle 
as  in  District  Elections,  for  the  i:e9sons  1  have  before  staled  ;  the 
VQtes  to  be  tendered  i^  hundreds  or  wards  totl^e  high  constable; 
Ij^ut  the  election  to  take  place  in  the  county^town,  as  now  ;  the.du- 
ration  of  the  County  Poll  to  be  10  days,  that  of  the  Hundred  JPoU 
^  day3 ;  the  high  constable,  his  deputies  and  messengejc9,  to  receive 
a  certain  remuaeration*  Tt^re  is  no  provision  of  this  kind  il^end- 
ed  for  the  overseers  in  districtS|  because  they  are  numerous,  aoid 
will  not  have  to  go  out  of  their  parish.  But  the  oifice  of  high  cpnr 
stable  is  generally  executed  by  iin  individual,  who  will  have  some 
distance  to  go  from  home,  liie  Sheriiff  to  hav^  the  power  of  ap-. 
pointing  as  many  booths  as  m^y  be  deemed  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  taking  the  poll.  Under  tipe  present  law,  18  Geo.  2.  c.  18.  s. 
7,  he  can  only  appoint  as  many  booths  as  there  are  hundreds,  from 
which  much  inconvenience  frequently  results.  There  is.  no  one 
who  has  witnessed  a.  contested  County  Election^  but  must  be 
aware,  that  it  often  happens  that  ope  booth,  for  the  most  populous 
hundred,  is  crowded  from  the  first  to  the  last  day  of  the  election, 
to  the  great  hindrance  and  inconvenience  of  tlie  voters,  wbilM 
others  are  constantly  empty,  and  the  clerks  unoccupied. 

1  propose  that  the  same  oaths  should  be  taken  by  the  Electors,  un- 
der this  ^ill,  as  at  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  Catholic  oaths 
and  declarations  (provided  by  the  30th  Cbas.  II.,  and  1st  Geo.  1.) 
Those  Acts,  which  are  now  mere  instruments  pf  illiberal  a^id  impo- 
litic intolerance,  of  course  1  shall  not  embody  in  a  measure  of  enfran- 
chisement. In  addition,  however,  to  the  present  oaths,  are  added 
some  to  be  taken  by  copyholders,  leaseholders,  andhouseholders ;  as 
also  an  oath  to  be  taken  by  every  Candidate,  before  his  return,  and 
on  his  taking  his  seat,  that  he  has  not,  and  will  not  give  or  offer  any 
bribe  of  any  dfsscription  to  any  voter,  or  any  person  in  trust  for  binri. 
This  oath  to  be  administered  by  the  returning  officer,  under  a  p^palty 
of^OQ/.  for  omission ;  and  all  laws  now  in  force  against  bribery,  lur^ 
to  be  applied  to  those  convicted,  on  the  evidence  of  two  witnessies, 
of  having  offered  any  inducement  to  an  Elector  to  give  his  vote. ,. 

Finally,  all  Ambassadors,  and  persons  accepting  offices  under 
His  Majesty,  the  duties  of  which  are  to  be  executed  abroad, 
will  be  deemed  ineligible ;  and,  if  previously  elected,  their  seats 
will   be  vacated  on  such  iicceptapce;  as,  under  those  circum- 
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stances,  it  would  be  morally  impossible  for  them  properly  to  dis-* 
charge  dieir  duties  to  their  constithents.  I  have  not  made  any 
provision  disabling  other  Placemen  or  Pensiofaers  from  sitting  in 
Parliament;  because, hdwever  much  such  a  measure  may  be  de- 
sirable and  necessary  in  an  unreformed,  I  do  not  think  it  required 
in  a  reformed  House  of  Commons.  An  individual  accepting  a 
place  or  pension,  will  be  immediately  amenable  to  the  judgment  oJF 
his  constituents ;  who,  if  they  disapprove  of  his  conduct,  infill  have 
the  opportunity  of  expressing  that  opinion  in  the  most  efficacious 
mode,  by  ceasing  to  return  him  as  their  Representative.  On  the 
other  hand,  if,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  do  not  consider  his 
acceptance  of  such  sitiliations  or  appointments  incompatible  with 
the  duer  performance  of  his  duties  to  them,  it  would  be  hard  to  de- 
prive^em  of  the  benefit  of  those  services  which  they  desire  and 
are  willing  to  accept,  with  the  full  knowlege  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  again  presents  himself  to  their  notice.  1  kiiow  that 
this  principle  is  supposed  to  be  acted  on^  even  now — but  the  effect 
produced  is  materially  and  essentially  different.  Under  the  present' 
system,  the  placeman  or  pensioner  who  vacaites,  appeals,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  to  the  judgment  of  nominal  or  mock  constituents. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  the  elective  body  will  be  so  nu- 
merous, and  so  independent,  that  their  decision  will  always  be 
formed  on  a  consideration  of  what  is  most  conducive  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  country ;  without  any  reference  to  those  selfish  and 
corrupt  views,  which  now  unhappily  influence  the  proceedings  of 
those  select  bodies,  in  whose  hands  the  borough  Representation  is^ 
vested. 

I  have  not  extended  the  provisions  of  this  Act  beyond  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  because  a  noble  friend  of  mine'  has  already  given 
notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  Representation  of  Scot- 
land, which  he  wished  should  be  kept  separate ;  and  it  would  be 
easy,  if  the  Bill  were  carried,  to  include  in  it  both  that  country  and 
Ireland. 

I  have  now  gone  through  the  principal  and  most  important  de- 
tails of  this  Bill.  It  is  not  my  intention  now  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  it  in.  I  shall  pursue  the  course  adopted  by  the  learned 
Member  for  the  University  of  Dublin,  with  regard  to  the  Catholic 
claims,  and  shall  conclude  this  day,  by  moving  that  this  House 
will  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
of  the  state  of  the  Representation.  If  that  Committee  is  g^ranted 
me,  I  shall  move  in  it  resolutions  embodying  the  principle  on 
which  this  Bill  is  founded,  recommending  its  introduction,  and  as- 
serting the  expediency  of  thus  far  extending  the  Elective  Fran- 

'  Lord  Ai  Hamilton. 
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chise,  as  founded  on  a  recurrence  to  the  first  principles  of  the 
Constitution^  which  declare^  according  to  Lord  Chatham^  that  to 
be  taxed  without  being  represented,  is  contrary  to  the  noaxinis 
of  law  and  reason,  and  strengthened  by  the  evident  tendency  of 
many,  acts  of  the  legislature,  which  prove  that  defects  in  our-  Re- 
presentative System  have  been  amended  when  the  exigencies  of 
the  State  required. 

It  will  be  but  fair  here  to  state,  that  I  consider  no  one,  who 
votes  for  going  into  the  Committee,  as  at  all  pledged  to  the  prin- 
,ciple  of  the  Bill :  1  consider  such  a  vote  as  merely  sanctioning  the 
assertion  that  the  state  of  the  Representative  System  is  sudi  as 
to  require  consideration  in  this  House,  with  a  view  to  its  amend* 
ment. 

I  well  know,  that  in  advocating  the  propriety  of  an  extended 
change,  - 1  shall  be  opposed  by  the  misrepresentations  of  some, 
the  sophistries  of  others,  and  the  fears  of  manyr— fears  which  it 
has  been  the  object  of  a  certain  class  of  politicians  to  excite  on 
all  occasions,  and  through  them  to  carry  on  the  Government  of 
this  country — a  system  which  has  never  been  considered  as  auspi- 
cious to  the  existence  of  liberty  in  any  country,  or  at  any  peiiod. 
It  was  first  commenced  at  the  French  .Revolution,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
cover  his  abandonment  of  his  early  principles,  and  his;  adoption 
of  that  very  system  under  which  he  had  declared  no  minister  could 
act  honestly.  This  mode  has  been  carried  on  to  the  present  day,  and 
our  minds,  it  seems,  are  still  to  be.  alarmed  by  visions  of  anarchy 
and  confusion,  to  be  realised  whenever  the  people  are  put  in  pos- 
session of  those  Elective  privileges  which  their  ancestors  once 
peaceably  enjoyed.  I  should  have  thought  that  a  participation  in 
acknowleged  rights  and  benefits,  was  not  the  surest  incentive  to 
treason  and  disaffection--^but  rather  a  security  for  submission  and 
tranquillity.  It  was  on  the  latter  principle,  I  imagine,  that  our 
ancestors  acted,  when  they  granted  the  solicitations  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Wales,,  Chester,  and  Durham,  and  recorded  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  on  tlie  Statute  Book,  their  conviction  that  afford- 
ing large  classes  of  the  community  an  interest  in  the  Constitution, 
was  the  best^  and  wisest,  and  safest  mode  of.  providing  for  its-w^- 
being  and  permaneney. 

The  system  pursued  by  the  gentlemen  opposite  is  widely  differ- 
ent. They  obstinately  exclude  the  petitioners  of  the  present  day ; 
heap  on  them  every  term,  of  reproach  which,  the  ingenuitv,  of  wit, 
or  the  bitterness  of  sarcasm,  as  administered  by  the  Right  Hon, 
Member  for  Livjerpool,*  can  supply,  and  then  express  astonish- 
ment and  alarm  at  the  feelings  which  they  hear  repeated  and^re-r 
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^hdti  oa  dl  sides.  To  repress  tbese^  hinutnerable  acU  of  !«• 
^itfttiht  find  coercion  have  been  proposed  by  them,  and  df  GdUr^ 
Ifdopted  by  Parliaiiyeht.  The  right  of  publicly  meeting  to  discass 
J^ubKc  affairs  has  been  fetally  abridged^  and  the  result  of  this  ts  «ii 
iWful^^siiUen  sUi^n^e ;  stiH  thev  are  not  satisfied :  nor  tan  it  d^  ft 
ifnatter  of  surprise — the  debate  of  last  night*  suflSeieiitly  shotit^S  tbft 
they  do  not  forget  the  insecurity  of  power  founded  on  force,  ai^ 
foi'ce^one.  Hence  is  to  be  tnrced  th^  course  of  all  their  ^ro-> 
aeedings,  tending  manifestly  to  one  object — the  repression  of  thrft 
H>bice  dF  public  complaint ;  which^  I  will  tell  them,  may  yidd  t6 
-eotficiliation,  but  never  will  to  severity. 

Yet,  in  the  nndst  of  alt  their  alterations  of  the  laws  in  ordei-'to 
smother  these  complaints,  they  at  the  same  time  talk  loudly  of 
the  dangers  of  innovation  !  Who,  I  should  be  glad  to  ask,  are  the 
greatest  innovators  ?  They  who  seek  to  restort  the  purity  of  the 
'Constitution  ?  or  they  who  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act — 
{ftis^B  indemnity  Bills — suspend  the  right  of  publicly  meeting — who 
tntdck  the  liberty  of  the  press  by  taxation  and  banishment  ?-— These, 
mid  many  other  atrocities  have  been  perpetrated  by  the  minis- 
f^rs  opposite,  and  y eft  they  have  the  effrontery  to  charge  others 
•^ith  that  very  crime,  of  which  they,  above  all  men,  are  moii 
'guilty.  On  my  part,  I  ddny  the  charge  of  innovation  :  I  ask  no 
'privileges,  which  have-not  already  been  enjoyed  by  ou^  ancestor^, 
■Utid'to  which  1  do  not  consider  tlieir  posterity  as  entitled  on  every 
ground  both  of  justice  and  expediency. 

Before  I  conclude,  1  must  notice  two  arguments  which  have 
greatly  been  insisted  oki  as  fatal  to  Reform.  The  one  h,  that 
the  present  System,  however  faulty  in  theory,  works  well  in  prac* 
tice ;  the  other,  that  were  it  not  for  rotten  boroughs,  men  of  talent, 
without  property,  would  be  excluded  from  seats  in  this  House. 
That  this  System  works  well  in  practice  for  the  honorable  gen- 
ttemfen  opposite,  their  friends,  their  relations^  aiid  their  famiTies, 
J  ca^inot  deny :  the  feet  is  unquestionably  proxied  by  a  rcfference 
to  the  place  lists  and  pension  lists;  but  that  it  works  ill  for  the 
4^huiitry,  is  as  surely  demonstrated  by  a  view  of  its  present  state  and 
dondition.  if  any  man' will  prove  to  me  that  the  country  is  rich^ 
florishing  and  contented — happy  at  home,  *  atid  respected  abroad 
=— twill  then  own  to  liim-iiiat  the  System  works  as  well  for  the 
})6opIe,  as  it  evidently  does  for  ^e  gentlemen  opposite.  As  for 
Ae' other  «9*ertion,-^I  deny  that  the  effect  of  a  Reform  would  be  to 
ekelttde  men  of  talent,  without  property,  froin  the  House  of  Cbih^ 
fftdns.  History  has  always  prbved,  that  characters  of  such  a  de- 
scription have  much  sooner  fbtmd  their  level  under  a  free  and  con- 

'  On  Yeomanry  €drpfl^  in  the  Army  Estimates. 
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stittitibimlly  Representative  Ocyvenftn^nti  dian'atider^'eoitupt  or  a 
despotic  one.  But  even  if  that  Ifvere  the  case^  I  bold  it  to  bis  no  i^rgo^ 
ment  against  Reform.  For^  was  this  House  originally  iirteiided  as  Iei 
theatre  for  the  display  of  talents  and  abilities  ?  Or  was  it  provided  as 
an  institution,  forming  a  check  on  the  power  of  the  Crown  ?  in  which 
honesty  and  independence  would  be  infinitely  more  valuable,  es- 
pecially in  the  exercise  of  its  n^ost  important  function,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,  than  all  the  rhetorical  exhibitions 
which  could  be  held  up  to  popular  admiration.  If  this  latter  be 
the  correct  view  of  the  question,  then  I  submit  that  I  am  entitled 
to  make  the  talents  of  the  members  secondary  to  the  purity  of  the 
House.  To  take  the  case  into  private  life,  1  mlist  confess,  thait  in 
my  own  establishment,  I  would  much  rather  be  served  by  a  man  of 
plain,  downright,  even  stupid  honesty,  than  by  the  most  eminently 
gifted  rascal  that  ever  wore  a  livery. 

1  fear  that  I  have  detained  the  House  too  long  ;  but  the  question 
is  so  extensive  and  complicated,  that  even  now  1  feel  conscious 
that  1  must  have  omitted  many  arguments  and  statements  which 
bear  strongly  on  the  case.  All  I  beg  is,  that  its  merits  may  not 
be  affected  by  my  demerits ;  and  that  the  House  will  consider  its 
real  and  serious  claims  on  their  attention,  without  any  reference  to 
its  advocate.  This  is  not  a  time  at  which  public  opinion  can 
be  trifled, with;  it  is  making  rapid  and  mighty  progress  through- 
out the  world.  Wherever  it  is  resisted,  as  in  Italy,  the  results 
are  deplorable,  and  all  tend  to  some  great  convulsion.  Where  its 
power  and  justice  are  acknowleged,  as  in  Spain,  the  prospect  is  most 
cheering.  We  see  disaffection  instantaneously  quelled — veneriible 
and  rotten  abuses  reformed — ^superstition  eradicat^d-^and  the 
Monarch  and  the  people  united  under  a  Constitution,  which 
alike  secures  the  privileges  of  the  one,  and  the  liberties  of  the  other. 
May  I  not  then  consistently  hail  the  rising  of  this  star,  in  tvbat  was 
once  the  mo^t  gloon^y  portion  of  the  European  iiorizon,  ^s  a  light 
to  show  us  the  way  through  all  our  dangers  and  diffictilties—^as  a 
splendid  memorial  of  the  all-Conquering  power  of  pubxk; 
OPINION  f  If  there  be  any,  who  deny  the  existence  of  that  feel- 
ing in  this  country,  steadily  ctirected  towarda  a  refortnatidn  of  all 
^public  abuses,  I  am  not  one  of  those.  If  there  be  any,  who 
shrink  from  advocating  this  great  and  vital  question  in  this  House, 
and  thus  attempting  to  stem  the  torrent  of  corruption,  on  account 
of  the  obloquy  or  calumny  by  which  they  may  be  assailed,  ^gain 
I  siay,  I  atn  not  one  of  those, — 

r  •••Though  perils  did 

Al)pund  as  thick  as  thought  could  ^make  ^hem,  and 
Appear  in  forms  more  horrid — feirn^  duty, 
As  doth  a  rock  against  the  Chid^;|(  flood, : .    . 
Should  the  approach  of  this  wild  fivier  break. 
And  stand  unshaken. 
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,  Sio  I  move  you,  that  this  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
.Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Be- 
.presentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament. 


BILL 

t  •  .    ■ 

For  effecting  a  Reform  in  the  Representation  of  the  People 

in  Parliament. 


Preamble. 


Whereas  many  boroughs  and  towns  in  England  and  Wales  which  now 
send  burgesses  to  parliament  have  fallen  greatly  into  decay,  and  contain 
but  few  voters  to  return  such  members  to  parliament :  and  whereas  many 
other  towns  and  places  of  great  wealth  population  and  consequence  do  not 
return  burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament :  and  whereas  many  persons  inhabi- 
tants and  householders  in  various  parts  of  England  and  .W^les  have  no 
,  right  to  vote  at  and  have  no  voice  in  the  election  of  any  niembers  to  serve 
in  parliament,  and  yet  are  liable  to  all  payments  rates  and  taxes  granted  by 
parliament  equally  with  persons  voting  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve 
in  parliament,  and  are  therefore  equally  interested  and  concerned  with  them 

•  to  be  truly  and  faithfully  represented  in  parliament;  by  means  whereof  the 
^representation  of  the  people  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  Commons  House 

of  parliament  has  become  and  is  greatly  defective :  and  whereas  it  is  just 
and  equitable  that  that  which  affects  all  should  be  imposed  only  by  the 
common  assent  of  all,  and  that  none  should  be  taxed  but  by  their  represen- 
tatives duly  and  fairly  chosen  and  returned  by  themselves;  for  remedy 
whereof  therefore,  and  for  the  promoting  and  maintaining  the  pros^terity  of 

.  the  crown  and  the  satisfaction  and  contentment  of  the  people, 

[Boroughs  returning  Members  at  present  not  to  return  after  the  present 
Parliament,  except  the  two  Universities.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled, 

.  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after  the  termination  of 
this  present  Parliament,  the  several  cities  towns  boroughs  cinque  ports  .add 
other  places  within  England  and  Wdes,  which  have  heretofore  been  accustona- 

•  ed  to  return  citizens  burgesses  and  barons  to'serve  in  parliament,  save  only  the 
two  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  shall  from  thenceforth  cease  to 
return  such  citizens  burgesses  and  barons  as  aforesaid  to  serve  in  parliament 
as  heretofore. 

[England  and  Wales  divided  into  Districts  for  the  purpose  of  returning 
Members  to  Parliament.]  And  for  the  providing  more  fully  and  equally  for 
the  due  representation  of  the  people  of  Endand  and  Wades  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament,  Be  it  further  eriactedi  that  the  several  counties  cities 
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boroughs  towns  and  other  places  throughout  England  and  Wales,  shall,  ^r 
the  returning  of  members  tn  parliament  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
be  divided  into  the  severat  districts  6f  boroughs  contamed  in  the  Schedule 
to  this  Act  annexed  marked  (A);  and  that  from  and  after  the  tercnitiatioh 
.of  this  present  parliament  each  of  the  said  several  districts  shall  in  all 
future  parliaments  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  return  such  one  or  more  member  or  members  to  repre- 
sent such  districts  respectively  in  parHaroent  as  are  set  and  placed  agamst 
such  districts  respectively  in  the  said  Schedule  hereunto  annexed  marked  (A) 
to  be  elected  and  returned  in  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

[When  the  Town  at  which  the  election  is  directed  to  be  held  is  in  the 
jtirisdiction  of  any  Sheriff,  all  places  in  that  District  to  be  held  to  be  withiti 
his  jurisdiction  for  the  purposes  of  this  ActJ  And  whereas  certain  parts 
of  some  such  districts  are  situated  in  separate  and  distinct  shires  counties 
or  jurisdictions ;  be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  that  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act  every,  parish  village  hamlet  or  other  place  whatsoever  forming 
part  of  any  such  district  shall  be  taken  and  held  tor  ail  the  purposes  of  this 
Act  to  be  in  the  same  shire  county  and  jurisdiction  wherein  the  place 
whereat  the  election  for  such  district  is  hereny  directed  ^  be  held  as  here- 
inafter provided  shall  be  situated,  and  shall  from  and  after  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  for  holding  any  such  election  as  hereinafter  provided  be  taken  to  b^ 
subject  in  all  respects,  for  the  purposes  of  such  election  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  peace  during  the  contimiance  of  the  same,  to  the  authority  con- 
trol and  jurisdiction  of  the  sh^rifT  or  sheriffs  and  all  magistrates  of  that 
shire  or  county  wherein  such  place  appointed  for  holding  such  election  as 
hereinafter  provided  shall  be  situate,  and  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  returning 
officer  of  such  district,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  parish  township  village 
hamlet  aud  other  place  forming  part  of  such  district  had  been  actually 
situate  in  the  same  shire,  county,  and  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to  the 
same  contfol  and  jurisdiction  as  such  place  appointed  for  holding  suth 
election. 

[Writs  to  be  issued  by  Lord  Chancellor  on  new  Parliaments.]  And  be  it 
further  enacted,  that  when  any  new  parliament  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
be  summoned  or  called,  that  in  lieu  of  the  writs  heretofore  issued  by  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  for  the  election  and  return  of  citizens 
liurgesses  and  barons  for  cities  boroughs  towns  cinque  ports  and  other 
places  other  than  the  several  shires  of  England  and  Wales  and  the  said 
two  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  the  said  Lord  High  Chancellor 
shall  issue  writs  made  and  sealed  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain  in  like 
manner  as  writs  have  heretofore  been  accustomed  to  be  issued  for  the  elec- 
tion and  return  of  such  citizens  burgesses  and  barons  as  aforesaid,  which  said 
writs  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriifor  sheriffs  of  ieach  and  every  county  of 
Great  Britain  and  Wales ;  whereby  the  said  sheriffs  respectively  shall  be  com- 
manded to  cause  to  be  elected  freely  and  indifferently  such  member  or  mem- 
bers for  each  and  every  district  within  the  county  bailiwick  or  jurisdiction 
of  such  sheriff  or  sheriffs  respectively  as  are  in  this  Act  directed  and  required 
to  be  elected  and  returned,  and  such  sheriffs  respectively  shall  be  thereby 
required  to  return  the  same  in  like  manner  as  such  sheriffs  or  other  persons^ 
to  whom  such  writs  for  the  election  of  citizens  burgesses  and  barons,  as 
aforesaid  have  heretofore  been  directed,  have  been  required  to  return  such 
citizens  burgesses  and  barons,  and  such  writs  shall  be  forwarded  convened 
dehvered  and  transmitted  to  and  received  and  dealt  with  by  such  sheriff^ 
respectively' in  like  manner  as  writs  for  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  are  now  required  to  be  forwarded  conveyeid  delivered  and  trans- 
mitted received  and  dealt  with  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  several  Acts 
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.made  and  now  in  force  concerning  the  delivery  and  conveyance  of  writs  for 
tiie  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  ^ 

[On  a  Vacancy  Speaker  to  issue  his  Warrant]  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  during  the  sitting  of  any  parliament  which  shall  be  held  after  the  ter- 
mination of  this  present  parliament,  when  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the 
representation  of  auy  such  district  or  districts  throughout  England  and 
Wales  as  aforesaid  by  the  death  or  other  removal  of  any  member  or  mem-» 
.bers  having  represented  such  district  or  otherwise,  such  writ  or  writs  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  issued  for  supplying  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  thereby 
occasioned,  directed  to  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  the  county  or  counties  re- 
spectively wherein  such  district  or  districts  shall  be  situated  respectively, 
,in  like  manner  as  writs  for  the  choosinjg  and  returning  citizens  burgesses 
and  barons  are  now  issued  during  the  sitting  of  the  hizh  court  of  parliament, 
according  to  the  ancient  jurisdiction  and  authority  of  uie  commons  house  of 
parliament  in  that  behalf  accustomed  and  used,  and  the  several  Acts  made 
and  now  in  force  respecting  the  issuing  of  the  same. 

S^ho  shall  be  Returning  Officers.— Magistrates  to  be  elected  by  Overseers 
Churchwardens  as  Returning  Officers.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
.for  the  providing  of  fit  and  competent  persons  to  be  returning  officers  in  the 
said  several  districts  respectively,  the  churchwardens  chapelwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor' of  each  and  every  parish  township  chapelry  hamlet  or 
other  division  in  each  and  every  of  the  said  several  districts  shall  on  the 
fourth  Monday  next  after  Easter  day,  or  in  default  thereof  so  soon  after  as 
they  shall  be  required  by  public  notice  in  writing  signed  by  auy  two  inhabi- 
tant householders  of  such  district,cr  by  any  one  magistrate  having  juris* 
diction  in  such  district,  and  published  in  some  newspaper  usually  circulating 
in  such  district,  in  each  and  every  year  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  meet 
in  the  vestry  room  or  other  most  usual  place  of  holding  vestries  within  the 
principal  town  village  parish  township  chapelry  hamlet  or  other  division  of 
such  oistrict  whereat  the  etiection  for  such  district  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
holden  as  hereinafter  provided,  and  after  electing  a  chairman  of  such  meet- 
ings who  shall  have  the  casting  vote  in  such  meeting,  on  all  questions  put 
to  the  vote  at  such  meeting  where  there  shall  be  an  equality  of  votes  on 
such  questions,  but  who  shall  not  otherwise  vote  thereon,  shall  proceed  to 
elect  by  a  majority  of  voices  of  those  present  at  such  meeting  some  one 
acting  magistrate  withip  such  district  or  within  some  borough  town  or  ocher 
separate  jurisdiction  within  such  district,  if  any  such  there  shall  be,  and  if 
not  then  some  acting  magistrate  within  the  borough  town  hundred  riding 
county  or  other  divbion  wherein  siiph  district  shall  be  situate,  such  magis- 
trate not  being  a  peer  of  the  realm  or  clerk  in  holy  orders,  to  become  and 
act  as  returning  officer  for  such  district  for  which  he  shall  be  so  chosen  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  year  commencing  from  the  first  day  cf  June  next  after 
such  day  of  election,  and  until  some  other  person  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  his 
stead  as  such  returning  officer,  and  such  magistrate  shall  be  and  become, 
when  so  chosen  and  elected  as  aforesaid,  the  returning  officer  of  such  district 
for  the  year  coinmencing  from  such  first  day  of  June  next  after  such  day  of 
election  and  until  some  other  person  shall  be  duly  chosen  in  his  stead  as  such 
returning  officer,  and  shall  after  notice  of  such  election  by  the  chairman  of 
such  meeting,  which  notice  such  chairman  is  hereby  required  to  give  in 
writing  to  such  magistrate  and  also  to  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  the  county 
wherein  such  district  shall  be  situate  within  twenty  days  next  after  such 
election^  be  bound  to  perform  and  execute  all  the  duties  of  such  returning 
officer,  and  to  preside  at  all  elections  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  within  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen  such  returning 
officer  as  aforesaid,  during  the  time  that  he  shall  be  and  continue  such  return- 
ing officer,  and  sludl  execute  all  such  duties  in  like  manner  and  shall  take 
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the  like  oaths  and  be  subject  to  the  like  pains  penalties  rules  laws  regulations 
directions  immunities  and  disqualifications  as  the  returning  officers  of  any 
borough  town  cinque  port  or  other  place  how  sending  members  to  parlia- 
ment, excepting  as  is  herein  otherwise  particularly  provided  and  enacted : 
provided  always,  that  no  such  magistrate  shall  be  eligible  to  be  or  shall  be 
elected  as  such  returning  officer  for  two  successive  years,  or  shall  be  bound 
to  accept  the  office  or  to  perform  the  duties  of  such  returning  officer  for  the 
same  district  within  three  years  from  the  time  of  such  magistrate's  having 
been  the  returning  officer  of  such  district. 

[Returning  Officer  giving  Notice  to  Sheriffs  may  appoint  a  Deputy,  and 
Omce  where  Duties  of  Ketuming  Officer  shall  be  executca.]  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such  magistrate  who  shall  be 
chosen  and  elected  the  returning  officer  of  any  such  district  to  nominate  and 
appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person  or  persons  as  his  deputy  or  deputies,  and  to 
name  and  appoint  some  place  or  office  within  such  district,  giving  notice  there- 
of to  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  the  county  wherein  such  district  shall  be  situate, 
where  the  duties  of  such  returning  officer  shall  and  may  be  performed ;  and 
any  person  or  persons  accepting  such  nomination  and  appointment  shall  be 
bound  to  perform  and  execute  aJl  the  duties  of  such  returning  officer  (ex- 
cepting the  duty  of  presiding  at  elections  in  such  district,  which  every 
returning  officer  shall  be  bound  to  perform  in  person  excepting  in  the  case 
of  serious  illness  or  some  urgent  and  sudden  necessity,  in  which  case  such 
deputy  or  deputies  may  act  in  his  behalf)  in  like  manner  as  any  returning 
officer  woula  be  likewise  bound  to  perform  the  same;  and  all  notices  pre- 
cepts and  other  proceedings  served  at  such  place  shall  be  held  to  be  good  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  and  binding  on  such  returning  officer  as  if  the  same 
had  been  served  at  the  d  welling  house  of  such  returning  officer,  any  thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  any  returning  officer,  or  de- 
puty returning  officer,  and  each  of  them  who  shall  refusie  or  neglect  to  per  • 
form  his  duty  as  such  returning  officer  or  deputy  returning  officer,  when  duly 
required  so  to  do,  shall  forfeit  x  with  treble  costs,  for  each  and  every 

such  instance  of  refusal  or  neglect,  to  any  person  suing  for  the  same  in  any  of 
the  courts  at  Westminster. 

[Returning  Officer  acting  corruptly  to  be  imprisoned,  and  rendered  inca- 
pable of  acting  as  a  Magistrate  or  holding  any  Office  under  the  Crown.] 
And  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  against  corrupt  and  partial  conduct  of  re- 
turning officers  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  dis- 
tricts, be  it  further  enacted,  tha(  every  returning  officer  or  deputy  returning 
officer  who  shall  be  by  due  course  of  law  convicted  of  having  acted  cor- 
ruptly or  partially  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  of  returning  officer  or  deputy 
returning  officer  of  any  such  district,  at  any  election  of  member  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  such  district,  shall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  liigh  misdemea- 
nor, and  be  imprisoned  for  such  time,  not  exceeding  three  years  nor  less 
than  one  year,  as  to  the  court,  before  whom  «Uch  returning  officer  shall  be 
tried,  shall  seem  fit  and  meet ;  and  such  person  so  convicted  shall  from 
thenceforth  be  incapable  of  acting  as  a  magistrate  or  of  holding  any  office 
under  the  Crown. 

[Magistrates  may  decline,  and  pay  jf  200  Fine  to  the  Poor.]  And  whereas 
it  may  happen  that  in  some  instances  magistrates  may  be  chosen  returning 
officers  for  districts  for  which  such  magistrates  may  have  an  idea  of  offering 
themselves  as  candidates  for  the  representation  thereof:  and  whereas  such 
magistrates  would  be  disqualified  by  the  existing  laws  as  such  returning  offi- 
cers from  representing  the  district  for  which  they  were  respectively  such 
returning  officers,  and  might  therefore  be  prevented  from  offering  them- 
selves as  such  candidates ;  be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  that  if  any 
magistrate  shall  be  chosen  or  elected  returning  officer  of  aoy  district  for 
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which  he  may  intend  to  offer  himself  a«  a  candidate  to  represent  such  dii- 
triet  in  parliament,  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  for  any  such  magistrate^  on 
giving  notice  to  the  sheriff'  or  sheriffs  of  the  county  wherein  such  district 
ahaJil  be  situate,  and  paying  a  fine  of  £300  to  such  sheriff' or  sherifib  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  hamlets  villages  chapelries  townships 
or  other  divisions  within  the  district  whereof  he  shall  ne  so  chosen  or 
elected  such  returning  officer,  and  to  be  paid  by  such  sheriff'  or  sheriffs  to 
the  rBspective  overseers  of  the  poor  thereof,  to  decline  to  act  as  such  return- 
ing officer  on  such  election ;  and  every  buch  sheriff*  or  sheriffs,  on  the  re^ 
ceipt  of  such  notice,  and  also  when  and  as  often  as  any  vacancy  shall  occnr 
lathe  office  of  returning  officer  in  any  district  within  the  bailiwick  or  juris- 
diction of  such  sherinor  sheriffs  by  reason  of  the  death  of  such  returning 
officer,  or  by  any  such  returning  officer  becoming  a  peer  of  the  realm,  or  a 
clerk  inordersor  otherwise,  shall  forthwith  cause  good  and  sufficient  notices 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  respective  churchwardens  chapelwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  hamlets  villages  chapelries 
townships  and  other  divisions  within  such  district,  commanding  them  to 
meet  at  some  time  to  be  mentioned  in  such  notices,  and  at  the  usual  place 
of  such  meeting,  to  be  also  mentioned  in  such  notices,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  some  other  such  magistrate  as  and  for  the  returning  officer  of  such 
district,  and  such  churchwaraens  chapelwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
shall  accordingly  meet  in  pursuanc<il  of  such  notices  and  shall  proceed  to  the 
election  of  some  other  such  magistrate  as  and  for  such  returning  officer  in 
like  manner  as  is  hereby  prescribed  and  directed  for  the  annual  election  of 
such  returning  officers ;  and  any  such  magistrate  so  elected  at  such  meeting 
shall  serve  as  such  returning  officer  for  the  current  year  of  such  election, 
and  until  some  other  person  shall  be  duly  chosen  as  hereinbefore  provided 
as  such  returning  officer. 

[Sheriff'  to  issue  Precept  to  elect  on  Monday  next,  after  two  clear  Days 
Notice.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  termination  of 
this  present  parliament  the  sheriff*  or  sheriffs  of  each  and  every  county 
throughout  England  and  Wales  shall  forthwith,  on  the  receipt  of  any  such 
writ  or  writs  as  aforesaid  for  the  election  and  return  of  any  member  or  mem- 
bers for  any  district  or  districts  within  his  or  their  bailiwick  or  jurisdiction, 
make  out,  and  within  three  days  firom  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  the  said 
writ  deliver,  his  or  their  precept  or  precepts  under  his  or  their  seal  or  seals 
to  the  returning  officer  of  each  and  evenr  district  within  the  bailiwick  of  such 
sheriff*  or  sheriffs  for  which  such  member  or  members  shall  be  directed  to 
be  elected  or  returned,  reciting  the  said  writ  and  commanding  such  return- 
ing officer  to  proceed  to  such  election  and  to  make  his  election  of  the  mem- 
ber or  members  who  shall  be  chosen  for  such  district,  to  such  sheriff*  or  She- 
nfh  according  to  due  course  of  law;  and  every  such  returning  officer  upon 
the  back  of  the  same  precept  shall  indorse  the  day  of  his  receipt  thereof  in 
the  presence  of  the  party  of  whom  he  received  such  precept,  ana  shall  within 
thirty-six  hours  then  next  following  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
time  aiid  place  of  election,  and  shall  proceed  to  election  thereupon  on  the 
Monday  next  after  two  clear  days,  whereof  Sunday  may  be  one,  from  the 
tinie  of  giving  such  notice, 

[Public  Notices  to  be  affixedon  all  Churches  and  Market  Places.]  And  heit 
further  enacted,  that  besides  the  public  notice  to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  every  returning  officer  of  every  district,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  respectively  as  soon  after  the  receipt  of  such  pre- 
cept as  conveniently  maybe,  and  not  later  in  anv  case  than  by  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon  on  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the  day  of  election,  to 
cause  public  notices  in  writing  to  be  affixed  in  some  Conspicuous  part 
on  the  principal  door  of  every  chtircb  or  chapel,  and  also  on  the  market 
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place,  OF  if  n^ne  then  on  some  other  tnost  conspicuous  ^placie  within 
every  parish  township  cbapelry  hamlet  or  other  place  urithio  the  district 
whereof  theV  shall  be  such  returning  officers  respectively,  stating  the  time 
and  place  or  holding  such  election,  and  the  places,  if  more  than  at  the  place 
of  holding  such  election  as  hereinafter  provided,  where  any  votes  within 
such  district  may  be  tendered  and  recorded,  and  shall  for  that  purpose  use 
the  several  formd  contained  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed  marked  (B)' 
as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  such  purpose. 

[Right  of  Voting.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the 
termination  of  this  present  parliament  the  right  of  election  of  a  member  or 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  several  districts  in  £ngland  and 
Wales  as  aforesaid  respectively,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  in  the 
inhabitant  householders  within  such  districts  respectively  who  shall  have 
been  bonafide  rated  to  the  church  or  poor  within  such  district  respectively,  or 
shall  have  been  assessed  towards  and  shall  have  paid  any  direct  public  taxes 
within  such  districts  respectiveW  for  six  calendar  mouths  previous  to  the 
first  day  of  election,  not  having  for  snch  time  received  alms  or  charity  in  the 
way  of  parochial  relief,  and  in  none  others,  except  as  is  hereinafter  particu- 
larly provided  ;  and  that  from  thenceforth  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  every  such  inhabitant  householder  within  any  siich  dbtrict  as  aforesaid, 
who  shall  at  any  election  for  a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
for  such  district  be  of  the  age  of  tweaty-one  years,  to  vute  for  such  mem- 
ber or  members  at  such  election :  Provided  nevertlieless,  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  who  would  be  disqualified 
from  voting  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  accordiog  to  the 
laws  now  in  force  respecting  the  disqualification  of  any  person  or  persons 
to  vote  in  the  election  of  any  members  to  serve  at  this  present  time  in  par- 
liament, except  persons  professing  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  who  are  here- 
by declared  to  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  elections;  and  tne  returning  officer 
for  the  time  being  of  every  such  district  as  aforesaid  to  whom  the  return  of 
every  writ  or  precept  for  the  election  of  any  member  or  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  any  such  district  shall  belong,  shall  return  to  the  sheriff  or 
sheriffs  of  the  county  wherein  such  district  shall  be  situate  the  person  or 
persons  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  district  who  shall  have  the  major 
number  of  such  votes  within  such  district,  not  being  disqualified  from  voting 
as  aforesaid. 

[Oaths  to  be  taken.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  every  person  or 
persons  before  he  or  they  is  or  are  admitted  to  poll  at  any  such  election  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  if  duly  required  so  to  do,  take  and  subscribe  all  the  several 
oaths  and  make  all  the  several  affirmations  and  declarations  directed  by  the 
laws  now  in  force  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  and  made  by  persons  voting  in 
the  election  of  burgesses  to  serve  in  parliament  at  this,  present  time,  as  far 
as  the  same  may  be  applicable  to  such  person  or  persons  respectively,  ex- 
cef^tingonly  the  oath  generally  called  the  oath  of  supremacy,  and  the  decla- 
ration generally  called  the  declaration  of  test,  and  such  oaths  and  declarations 
as  relate  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion ;  and  every  inhabitant  householder 
before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  at  any  such  election  shall,  in  addition  thereto, 
if  required  by  any  candidate  at  such  election  or  any  person  having  a  right  to 
vote  at  such  election,  first  take  the  oath,  or,  being  a  quaker,  the  solemn  affirm 
mation  following ;  that  is  to  say, 
*  J,  A,  £.,  (signifying  his  trade  orprcfettian)  do  swear  (or,  solemnly  affirm) 
that  1  am  an  inhabitant  householder  of  this  district,  and  that  the  place 
of  my  abode  is  at  in  the  parish  {or,  hamlet,  &c.  as  the  cnse 

may  be)  of  (stating  his  place  of  residence  J  in  this  district,  and 

that  1  have  for  the  space  of  six  months  immediately  previous  to  this 
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electioOy  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  been  rated  t»  the  re^ 
iief  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  (or^  hatnlet,  &c.)  of  in 

this  district,  or  have  been  assessed  towards  and  have  paid  direct  public 
taxes  within  the  said  parish  (or,  hamlet,  &c.)  and  that  I  am  twenty-one 
years  of  age  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  and  hare  not  be- 
fore been  polled  at  this  election  far  this  district/ 
Which  oath  or  solemn  afErmation  the  returning  officer  of  such  election,  01^ 
his  deputy  or  any  poll  clerk,  or  person  takingthepoll,shallbeand  are  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  and  required  to  administer. 

[Persons  now  entitled  to  vote  for  any  Borough,  &c.  to  be  entitled  to  votcf 
for  Life.-*-Oath  to  be  taken.]  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  any  person  or  persons  who  may  now  have,  or  who  shall  before  the  ter- 
mination of  this  present:  parliament  acquire,  a  perfect  right  to  vote  in  the 
election  of  any  citizen  burgess  or  baron  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  city 
borough  town  cinque  port  or  other  place  now  sending  members  to  parlia- 
ment, shall  after  the  termination  of  this  present  parliament  be  entitled  to 
vote  in  respect  of  such  right  of  voting  now  had  or  before  the  termination  of 
thispresent  parliament  acquired,  and  so  long  as  such  right  shall  continue  vested 
in  such  person  or  persons,  in  the  election  of  a  member  or  members  to  serve 
in  parliament  for  the  district,  or  districts  if  more  than  one,  wherein  such  city 
borough  town  cinque  port  or  other  place  shall  be  situate,  although  such  per- 
son or  persons  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  householder  or  inhabitants  house- 
holders qualified  to  vote  at  such  election  or  elections ;  any  thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  and  such  person  or  persous,  before 
he  or  they  is  or  are  admitted  to  poll  at  any  such  election,  shall,  if  required 
by  any  candidate  or  any  person  havinff  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  first 
take  the  oath,  or  being  a  quaker,  msS^e  the  solemn  affirmation  following ; 
that  is  to  say, 
*1,  A*  B,f  (mentioning  hig  trade  or  profession)  do  swear  (or,  solemnly  af- 
iirm)  that  I  reside  at  Cmentioning  his  place  of  residence)  and  that  I  had 
on  the  day  of  (mentioning  the  day  on  which  this 

present  parliament  shall  terminate)  a  perfect  right  to  vote  in  the  election 
of  burgesses  (or,  citizens,  &c.)  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
(or,  town,  &c.  as  the  case  may  he)  of  (stating  the  borough 

or  town)  as  a  (stating  the  right  oj^ voting)  and  that  such  right  still  re- 
mains vested  in  me  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief;  and  that 
I  have  not  before  been  polled  at  this  election  for  this  district.' 
[Place  of  Election  and  Duration  of  Poll.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
the  election  for  each  and  every  of  the  said  districts  shall  be  had  and  held  at 
such  place  and  places  within  the  said  districts  respectively  as  are  put  and 
placed  opposite  to  the  said  several  districts  respectively  in  the  schedme  here- 
to annexed  marked  (A)  and  named  in  the  said  schedule  as  the  place  of  hold- 
ing-such elections  respectively,  and  in  no  other  place  or  places  except  in  the 
case  of  any  extraordinary  and  urgent  necessity ;  and  such  elections  shall  re- 
spectively commence  before  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  on  the  first 
day  of  such  elections  respectively,  and  shall  be  proceeded  in  and  conducted 
in  all  respects  as  elections  for  any  burgess  or  burgesses  for  any  borough  or 
other  place  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be  proceeded  in  and  conducted,  except 
as  herein  is  particularly  otherwise  provided  and  enacted :  Provided  never- 
theless, that  when  any  poll  shall  be  demanded  at  any  such  election,  such 
poll  shall  commence  on  the  day  on  which  it  shall  be  demanded,  or  on  the 
next  day  at  farthest,  and  shall  be  duly  and  regularly  proceeded  in  from  day 
to  day,  and  shall  be  kept  open  for  eight  hours  at  the  least  in  each  da^^  ex- 
cept the  day  of  demanding  the  same,  between  the  hours  of  seven  m  the 
morning  and  eight  in  the  evening,  till  the  same  be  finished,  but  so  that  nq. 
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election  shall  continue  more  than  six  days  at  most,  including  the  first  da^; 
and  so  that  e^ery  poll  shall  be  finally  closed  at  or  before  the  hour  of  three  m' 
the  afternoon  of  the  Saturday  next  after  the  first  commencement  of  the -said 
elections ;  and  the'returning  officer  at  every  such  election  shall  immediately 
or  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  and  within  one  hour  after  the  final  close 
of  the  poU  if  kept  open  till  the  sixth  day,  truly  fairly  and  publicly  declare 
the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  who  have  the  majority  of  votes' 
on  such  poll,  and  shall  forthwith  make  a  return  of  such  person  or  persons, 
unless  such  returning  officer,  upon  scrutiny  being  demanded  by  any  candi- 
date or  any  two  or  more  electors,  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  grant  the  same, 
in  which  casfe  the  same  shall  be  proceeded  in  according  to  tne  laws  now  in 
force  relating  to  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  at  this  pre-^ 
sent  time. 

[Proper  Places  to  be  provided  for  polling  in.]  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  at  every  such  election  the  returning  officer  shall  appoint  make  hire  or 
erects  or  cause  to  be  appointed  made  hired  or  erected,  such  numbers  of  con- 
venient booths  or  polling  places  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other,  not 
being  fewer  in  districts  where  one  member  shall  be  directed  to  be  returned 
than  four,  and  in  districts  where  two  members  shall  be  directed  to  be  return- 
ed not  being  fewer  than  eight,-  as  shall  seem  to  him  necessary  and  conyeni* 
ent,  with  gOod  and  free  separate,  access  thereto  respectively,  for  taking  the 
poll  without  tumult  or  confusion,  which  said  booths  or  polling  places  shall 
be  used  respectively  for  taking  the  poll  according  to  the  alphabetical  order 
of  the  names  of  the  voters;  and  such  returning  officer  shall  affix  or  cause  to 
be  affixed  on  the  most  public  part  on  the  outside  of  each  of  the  said  booths 
or  polling  places  the  letter  or  letters  for  which  such  booth  or  polling  place 
shall  be  allotted  or  designed,  and  a  sufficient  notification  of  the  mtent  there- 
of, and  all  voters  shall  tender  and  give  their  votes  only  at  such  booth  or 
polling  place  as  shall  be  allotted  or  designed  for  the  letter  wherewith  the  sur- 
name or  such  voter  respectively  shall  commence,  excepting  in  the  case  here- 
inafler  provided  for;  and  such  returning  officer  shall  appoint  or  cause  to  be 
appointed  a  proper  clerk  or  clerks  at  eaoi  of  the  said  booths  or  polling  pla- 
ces to  take  the  poll  (which  said  clerk  Or  clerks  shall  be  paid  such  reasonable 
sum  not  exceeding  one  guinea  per  day  each  clerk)  as  shall  appear  fit  and 
proper  to  such  returning  officer ;  and  the  said  returning  officer  shall  also 
give  notice  in  writing  before  the  commencement  of  the  poll,  to  each  and 
every  of  the  candidates  or  their  agents  at  such  election,  of  the  situation  of  all 
booths  or  polling  places  so  appointed  made  hired  or  erected,  and  immediately 
on  the  increase  of  any  such  booths  and  polling  places,  of  such  additional 
booths  and  polling  places,  and  of  the  letters  to  which  each  of  such  booths  or 
polling  places  is  allotted  or  desijgned. 

[Overseers  to  make  and  send  Lists  of  Persons  rated.]  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  the  churchwardens  chapel  wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor 
respectively  of  every  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division 
having  separate  church  or  chapelwardens  or  separate  overseers  of  the  poor 
within  any  such  district,  shall  respectively,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
within  one  fortnight  next  after  the  publication  of  any  and  all  poor  or  church 
orchapd  rate  or  rates  for  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  or  township,  to  make 
out  and  deliver  at  the  dwelling-house  of  the  returning  officer  or  at  the  office 
appointed  for  executing  the  duties  of  returning  officer  of  such  district,  an' 
alphabetical  list  or  lists  containing  in  alphabetical  arrangement  tlie  surname 
of  every  person  rated  in  such  rate  or  rates  to  the  church  or  poor  respec-' 
lively  within  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division,  toge- 
ther with  the  Christian  name  if  known  and  the  place  of  abode  of  every 
such  person  within  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  or  township ;  and  every 
collector  of  assessed  taxes 'collecting  any  such  taxes  within  any  partof  siic^' 
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distrii^  sha^l  within  one  fbrtplght  next  after  the  receipt  of  any  warrant  to 
collect  such  taxes,  wake  out  and  deliver  at  the  dwelling  bouse  of  such  re- 
ttirnibg. -officer  or  at  such  office  as  aforesaid,  an  alphabetical  list  or  lists  con* 
tjiynicg  in  alphabetical  arransenient  the  surname  of  every  perspD  from 
whom  such  collector  shall  be  (urected,  in  and  by  such  warranty  to  collect  or 
lev^r  any  such  taxes  within  any  part  of  such  district,  together  with  tbe 
Christian  name  if  known  and  the  place  of  abode  of  every  such  person  witfaia 
such  district.;  and  every  returning  officer  of  such  district  shall  upon  any 
ilectipn  to  be  held  for  such  district  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivereo  copies, 
to  each  and  every  poll  clerk  appointed  by  such  returning  officer  of  such 
district,  of  such  part  of  such  alphabetical  lists  respectively  as  shall  contain 
the  names  of  persons  whose  names  commence  with  any  letters  for  which 
l^e  booth  or  polling  place  for  which  such  poll  clerk  to  whom  the  same  shall 
be  delivered  shall  be  appointed  shall  be  allotted  or  designed ;  and  in  case  of 
any  di^ite  as  to  any  vote  at  any  such  election^  the  poO  clerk  to  whom  any 
itote. shall  be  tendered  at  such  election,  sball,  if  required  by  anv  candidate 
or  agent  or  by  any  elector,  refer  to  such  list,  and.  if  the  name  of  the  person. 
ten£ring  such  vote  shall  not  appear  in  such  copy  or  copies  of  such  lists  or 
^v  of  them,  then  such  vote  so  tendered  sball  not  be  received  by  such 
piul  clerk  without  a  written  or  other  authority,  as  hereinafter  provided,  from 
the  returning  officer  at  such  election,  after  investigating  such  vote,  tq  re- 
ceive the  same :  provided  always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
constnied  to  give  power  to  any  poll  clerk  or  poll  clerks  to  decide  on  any 
objection  taken  to  any.  vote,  other  than  the  name  of  the  voter  tendering 
such  vote  not  being  curtained  in  any  such  list  or  lists. 

[In  Districts  consisting  of  more  than  one  Parish  where  Voters  reude 
mure  than  Five  Miles  from  place  of  election,  Votes  may  be  tendered  to 
Overseers  of  the  Parish  where  Voters  are  resident]  And  for  the  purpose  of 
lessening  the  expense  of  elections,  and  for  the  greater  convenience  of  voters^ 
be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  any  district  consisting  of  more  than  one  pa- 
rish hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  for  which  there  shall  be 
separate  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  wherein  any  part  of  such  district  shall  be 
more  than  five  miles  distant  by  the  direct  and  nearest  horse  or  carriage 
road  from  the  place  at  which  the  election  shall  be  directed  to  be  held,  it 
$hail  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  having  a  right  to  vote  at  any  election 
of  a  member  ur  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  district  and  resi- 
ding above  five  miles  from  the  place  of  such  election,  to  tender  his  and 
tlteir  vote  and  votes  for  such  district,  if  he  or  they  shall  be  willing  so  to  do, 
to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or 
other  division  within  such  district  wherein  he  or  tliey  shall  he  a  householder 
or  householders,  or  to  someone  or  more  of  such  overseers  or  to  their  sufficient 
deputy  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  hereinafter  provided,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  shall  be  appointed  for  receiving  such  votes,  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided; and  all  votes  so  tendered  sball  be  received  and  recorded  by  the  over-, 
seer  or  overseers  or  their  sufficient  deputy  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  ten- 
dered in  manner  hereinafter  providea,  and  shall  be  as  good  and  valid  for 
the  candidate  or  person  for  whom  the  same  shall  be  tendered,  to  all  intents, 
and  purposes,  as  if  such  votes  had  been  tendered  and  received  at  the  poll 
taken  at  the  principal  place  of  holding  such  election :  provided  nevertheless, 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  person  or  per- 
sons having  aright  to  vote  at  such  election,  from  voting  at  the  principal  place 
pf  holding  such  election,  if  he  or  they  shall,  think  proper  so  to  do  m  prefe- 
rence to  voting  at  such  parish  hamlet  cha|)elry  township  or  other  division  polL 
.  Returning  Oihcjsrs  to  give  Notice  to  the.  Overseers  to  attend  to  take 
Votes  in  some  place  appointed  by  the  Returning  Officer.]  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted,  that  wheii  the  returning  officer  of  any  district  consisting  of 
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more  than  one  parish  hamlet  chapelry  townslMp  or  othor  ^division  for,  which . 
there  shall  be  separate  oyerseers  of  the  poor,  and  wherein  any  part  of  stich 
district  shall  be  more  than  five  miles  distant  by  the  direct  and  nearest  hOTip 
and  carriage  road  from  the  place  at  which  the  election  shall  be  directed  to 
be  heldy  shall  receive  aoy  such  precept  as  aforesaid  requiring  such  returning 
officer  *to  proceed  to  the  ekciion  of  a  memb«>  or  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament tor  such  district,  such  returning  officer  shall  within  fortjHeight 
hours  next  following  the  receipt  of  such  precept  give  notice  in  writing  of 
such  precept  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  two  of  them,  of  each 
i^nd  every  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  within  such 
district  having  such  separate  overseers,  whereof  any  part  shall  be  more 
than  such  five  miles  distant  from  the  place  at  which  such  election-  shall 
be  directed  to  be  held,  and  shall  require  the  overseers  of  each  and  every, 
such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  respectively  to 
meet  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  day  of  election  appointed  for 
such  district  by  nine  o^clock.  in  the  morning,  in  the  vestry-room  or  other 
more  convenient  place  to  be  named  by  such  returning  officer,  in  each  and 
every  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  respectively,, 
there  to  receive  by  themselves  or  their  sufficient  deputy  the  vote  or  votes  of 
any  person  or  persons  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election,  residing  in 
such  parish  hamlet  cliapelry  township  or  other  division  respectively  a£)ve 
five  miles  from  the  place  of  election  for  such  district,  who  shall  be  desirous 
of  tendering  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  to  be  there  received  for  such  election;, 
and  the  several  overseers  of  each  and  every  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry 
township  or  other  division,  or  some  one  or  more  from  each  and  every  such, 
parish  hamlet  chapelrv  township  or  other  division,  in  pursuance  of  such  no- 
tices (under  the  penalty  of  to  be  paid  by  each  and  every  of 
them  who  shall  make  default  therein,  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  such  parish, 
hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  in  case  one  or  more  of  such, 
overseers  respectively  shall  not  attend  accordingly,)  shall  atteml  at  the  time 
and  places  respectively  appointed  in  and  by  such  notices,  and  shall  then 
and  there  by  themselves  or  some  one  or  more  of  them,  or  by  their  sufficient 
deputy  which  they  or  those  of  them  attending  respectively  are  empowered  to 
appoint,  and  open  a  poll  for  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other 
division  for  the  reception  of  all  such  votes -so  to  be  tendered  as  aforesaid  ; 
which  said  poll  shall  be  kept  open  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  for  the  space 
of  five  hours  at  the  least  from  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  for 
three  days  then  next  following,  exclusive  of  the  first  day  of  such  poll,  pro- 
vided the  pull  at  the  principal  place  of  election  for  such  district  shall  be  so 
long  kept  open  and  not  longer,  and  if  such  poll  at  the  principal  place  of  elec- 
tion shul  be  closed,  or  if  all  the  persons  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election 
and  reitiding  in  any  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division 
above  five  miles  from  the  place  of  election  tor  such  district  shall  have  been 
polled  before  the  end  of  such  three  days,  then  the  poll  so  taken  before 
such  overseers  or  their  deputies  respectively  shall  be  closed  as  soon  as  the 
person  taking  any  such  poll  shall  receive  sufficient  notice  or  ioformatioa 
of  the  closing  of  such  principal  poll,  or  that  all  such  persons  have  been  pol-> 
led ;  and  such  overseers  respectively  or  their  deputy  taking .  any  such 
pull  as  aforesaid  shall  on  the  daily  close  of  such  poll  and  immediately 
after  tlie  close  thereof  transmit  the  amount  of  the  number  of  votes  ten- 
dered to  and  received  by  such  persons  respectively  in  the  course  of  such 
days  poll  for  each  and  every  candidate  at  each  election,  and  at  the  final 
close  of  such  poll  shall  transmit  the  original  poll  so  taken  for  such  parish 
hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division,  with  the  account  of  tlie  num- 
bers thereof,  to  the  returning  officer  of  the  district  wherein  such  parish 
hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  shall  be  situate^  by  some  mes- 
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senger  er  messengers  specially  appmnted  by  such  overseers  respeJDtively  kt 
such  purpose,  who  shall  with  all  possible  expedition  convey  the  same;  and' 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  molest  obstruct  or  assault  such  messenger  or 
messengers  in  the  due  execution  of  his  or  their  duty  in  conveying  such 
parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  poll,  or  the  accouAt 
th^^f  asaforesaidi  such  person  or  persons  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted 
shiJl  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  time  not  less  than  nionths,- 

as  the  court  before  whom  slich  person  or  persons  shall  be  convicted  shall 
think  proper;  and  every  returning  officer,  on  the  receipt  of  the  account  and' 
amount  of  any  such  parish  haouet  chapelry  township  and  other  division 

Eoll,  shall  accordingly  add  such  numbers  as  shall  have  voted  at  such  parish 
amlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  poll  for  any  candidate  or  candi- 
dates at  such  election  to  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  principal  poll  taken 
at  the  place  of  such  election  for  such  canaidate  or  candidates  respectively. 

[Overseers  or  their  Deputy  shall  have  same  Power  as  Returning  Officers.] 
And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  any  overseer  or  overseers,  or  their  deputy, 
before  whom  any  such  parish  hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division 
poll  as  aforesaid  shall  be  taken,  shall  have  all  the  same  powers  and  autho- 
rities in  taking  such  poll  as  shall  by  law  appertain  to,  and  shall  take  and 
have  power  to  administer  the  same  oaths  as  by  law  aVe  and  shall  be  directed 
to  be  taken  and  administered  by  any  returning  officer  of  any  such  distrkt 
as  aforesaid  ;  save  and  except  that  if  any  dispute  shall  arise  as  to  the  valid- 
ity of  any  vote  tendered  to  any  overseer  or  overseers  or  their  deputy,  objected 
to  by  any  candidate  or  candidates  at  any  such  election,  or  by  his  or  their  agent 
or  agents,  or  by  any  two  or  more  persons  having  right  to  vote  at  such  election 
on  any  objection  stated  in  writinc  by  the  person  or  persons  so  objecting,  such 
overseer  or  overseers  or  deputy  shall  not  receive  or  record  such  vote,  but  the 
question  of  the  admissibility  of  such  vote  shall*be  referred  to  the  returning 
officer  of  such  district  to  whom  the  same  may  be  again  tendered  at  the  place  of 
holding  such  election,  and  who  shall  decidelin  some  convenient  place  (to  be 
appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  election)  all 
disputes  whether  arising  at  the  principal  place  of  election  or  at  any  parish 
hamlet  chapelry  township  or  other  division  poll  relating  to  votes  tendered 
at  such  election ;  and  if  on  investigating  any  such  disputes  such  returning 
officer  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  such  votes  so  objected  to  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived, then  such  returning  officer  shall  give  a  written  authority  to  the  pro- 
per poll  clerk  for  receiving  such  vote,  or  shall  personally  direct  such  proper 
poll  clerk  to  receive  the  same  ;  upon  which  no  further  objection  shall  be 
made  to  such  vote,  but  the  same  shall  be  immediately  received. 

[For  remunerating  Overseers'  Deputy,  and  Messenger.]  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  that  for  the  remuneration  of  any  deputy  and  of  any  messenger  or 
messengers  to  be  appointed  by  any  such  overseers  to  take  such  parish 
hamlet  chapelry  township  or  otner  division  poll  and  to  convey  such  poll  and 
account,  there  shall  be  pud  by  such  overseers  respectively  to  every  such  de- 
puty the  sum  of  half  a  guinea  for  each  and  eveiy  day  such  parish  hamlet 
chapelry  township  or  other  division  poll  shall  be  kept  open,  and  to  the  mes« 
eenger  or  messengers  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  shall  appear  to  such 
overseers  a  reasonable  and  fair  remuneration  to  such  messenger  or  messen- 
gers for  their  trouble  and  the  expenses  attending  the  conveyance  of  such  poll 
and  accounts;  which  several  sums  of  money  shall  be  paid  by  such  overseers 
or  any  of  them  out  of  and  charged  upon  the  poor  rates  of  such  parish  hamlet 
chapelry  township  or  other  division  and  included  in  the  accounts  of  such 
overseers  respectively. 

[Remuneration  to  Deputy  Returning  Officers.]  And  whereas  it  would  be 
necessary  to  make  some  provision  for  the  remuneration  of  the  deputieB  of 
returning  officers;  but  it  would  be  desirable  that  such  remuneration  should! 
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1^  limited  to  soeh  reasonable  and  proper  amount  as  -would  not  eieeed  afUr 
and  adequate  remuneration^  for  the  trouble  attendant  on  the  situation  of 
any  such  deputy  returning  officer ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  that 
there  shall  and  may  be  paid  to  the  deputy  of  any  returning  officer  of  any 
such  district  such  sum  and  sums  of  money,  for  the  several  acts  and  thinss 
provided  and  directed  to  be  done  by  such  deputy  returning  dfficer  by  this 
act  for  and  towards  the  holding  and  conducting  of  any  such  electioni  as  the 
eourt  of  quarter  sessions  fur  the  county  wherein  any  such  district  shall  be 
situate  shall  direct  and  appoint,  upon  a  table  of  fees  to  be  presented  to  such 
eourt  of  quarter  sessions  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  such  county  at  the 
Midsununer  quarter  sessions  for  such  county  in  each  and  every  year:  Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  per- 
mit any  such  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  grant  any  fee  or  remuneration 
whatsoever  to  any  magistrate  being  such  returning  officer  as  aforesaid  but 
every  such  magistrate  shall  perform  the  duties  of  such  office  without  any  fee 
reward  or  remuneration  whatsoever. 

[How  Expenses  to  be  defrayed.]  And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  that 
those  who  have  the  benefit  of  an  election  should  pay  the  expenses  attend- 
ant thereon ;  Be  it  therefore  iiirther  enacted,  that  all  tiie  expenses  of  any 
election,  as  wdl-  the  reasojlalyle  cod  ofA^ssary  expenses  incurred  in  provi- 
ding or  erecting  p6tling  )>laU;es  and  procuring  and  paying  poll  clerks  and 
other  persons  employ^  therein,  as  any  other  expenses  authorised  by  this 
act  and  necessarily  attendant  on  such  election,  shall  be  borne  and  paid  out 
of  the  poor  rates  of  the  sev^iral  parishes  hamlets  villages  chapelries  town- 
ships and  other  divisions  in  the  district  for  which  such  election  shall  be  held 
uid  shall  be  paid  by  the  overseers  of  such  parishes  hamlets  villages  chapelries 
townships  and  other  divisions  out  of  the  poor  rates  of  the  same  to  the  return- 
ing officer  or  his  deputy,  in  such  fair  ana  rateable  proportions  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  poor  rates  of  such  parishes  hamlets  villages  chapel«^ 
ries  townships  and  other  divisions  respectively  on  a  rack  rent,  as  near  as 
the  same  can  be  ascertained,  as  such  returning  officer  and  any  other  magis- 
tnXt  of  the  county  wherein  such  district  shall  be  situate,  by  warrant  under 
their  own  proper  hands  and  seals  directed  to  the  overseers  of  such  parishes 
hamlets  villages  chapelries  townships  and  other  divisions  respectively,  shall 
direct  and  appoint. 

I^heriff  to  appoint  more  than  one  Booth  if  necessary  in  each  Hundred.] 
And  whereas  it  would  be  desirable  to  reduce  as  far  as  possible  the  expense 
of  county  elections ;  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted,  for  the  more  easy 
taking  of  the  poll  and  preventing  confusion  at  county  elections,  that  from 
and  after  the  termination  of  this  present  parliament^  at  every  dection  of 
a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county 
within  England  or  Wales,  the  sheriff  or  sheriffs  of  such  county,  or  in  his  or 
their  absence  the  under-sheriff  or  such  as  he  shall  depute,  shall  and  he  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  without  request  by  any  candidate,  on  the  taking 
of  any  poll  on  such  election  to  make  erect  or  hire  and  appoint  or  cause  to  be 
made  erected  or  hired  and  appointed  at  the  principal  place  of  holding  such 
election,  such  number  of  booths  or  poUing  places  separate  and  distinct  from 
each  other,  and  not  being  in  any  case  fewer  than  the  number  of  hundreds 
rapes  lathes  wapentakes  wards  or  other  divisions  in  such  county,  but  more 
if  they  shall  be  required,  as  shall  seem  to  him  necessary  and  convenient^ 
•with  good  and  free  access  thereto  respectively  for  taking  such  poll  without 
tumult  or  confusion ;  and  shall  appoint  a  proper  clerk  or  clerks  at  each  of 
the  said  booths  or  polling  places  to  take  the  poll,  who  shall  be  paid  not 
jexceeding  one  guinea  per  day  each  clerk ;  and  wnich  said  booths  or  polline 
places  and  clerks  may  be  increi»ed  if  necessary  during  such  election,  and 
which  said  booths  and  polling  places  shall  be  used  respectively  in  like  man- 
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aer;  and  lis€»  for  each  of  such  liooths  or  polling'  places  shall  be  made  out 
aod  copies  thereof  delivered  in  like  manner  as  is  now  directed  for  booths  or 
polling  places  erected  for  taking  the  poll  in  county  elections  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  laws  now  in  force. 

.  [Poll  to  be  open  in  Counties  onlv  Ten  Days.]  And  be  it  further  emu^ted, 
that  no  poll  taken  for  any  county  for  the  ejection  of  a  knight  or  knights  of 
the  shire  shall  after  the  termination  of  this  present  parliament  m  kej^ 
open  longer  than  ten  days  exclusive  of  the  first  day  of  such  election,  and  if 
it  shall  continue  open  to  the  tenth  day  then  such  poll  shall  be  finally  closed 
at  or  before  three  o'clock  on  such  tenth  day  in  like  manner  as  such  polls, 
are  now  reauired  by  law  to  be  closed  on  the  fifteenth  d<iy  of  such  polls. 
.  [Freeholaers  of  Forty  Shillings  in  Towns  which  are  Counties  u>  vote  ibr 
County  Members.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the 
termination  of  this  present  parliament  every  freeholder  who  shall  have  any 
freehold  estate  in  any  lands  vcnenients  or  hereditaments  of  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  forty  shillings  over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of 
or  in  respect  of  the  »ame,  lying  within  any  city  borough  town  or  other 
plate  in  En  aland  or  Wales  which  is  a  county  of  itself,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  all  ekctions  for  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament  A>r  the 
county  at  large  within  which  such  city  borongb  town  or  other  place  whkh 
is  a  county  oi  itself  shall  be  situate;  and  such  freeholderf  before  they  are 
admitted  to  poll  shall  if  required  take  the  like  oaths  as  other  freeholders, 
for  counties  are  now  by  law  required  to  take. 

..  [Leaseholders  ,to  vote  in  Counties.]  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
from  and  after  the  termination  of  this  present  parliament,  every  person  who 
shall  hold  any  lands  or  tenements  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  forl^y  shillings 
over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  or  in  respect  of 
the  same  under  or  by  virtue  of  any  lease  or  leases,  or-  for  any  term  of 
^rears,  which  lease  or  leases,  shall  be  renewable  from  Ume  to  time  ^ 
ever  at  the  will  of  the  lessee,  and  every  person  who  shall  hola  any  lands 
or  tenements  of  the  clear  yearly  valoe  of  forty  shillings  over  and  above 
ail  rents  and  charges  payable  out  of  the  same  under  and  by  virtue  of 
any  lease  or  leases  for  any  terra  of  years  whereof  not  less  than  twenty- 
one  shall  be  to  come  and  unexpired  at  the  time  of  such  person  tendering 
his  vote,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  knights  of  the  shire  of  that 
county  withm  which  lands  or  hereditaments  are  respectively  situated;  and 
every  such  person  before  he  is  admitted  to  poll  shall,  if  rec|uired  by  the 
candidates  or  any  of  them,  or  any  other  person  having  a  right  to  vote  at 
tlie  said  election,  first  take  theqath  (or,  being  one  of  the  persona  called 
quakers,  tlie  solemn  affirmation)  following ;  videlicet, 

*  You  shall  swear,  (or^  being  one  of  the  people  calkd  Quakers,  shall  solemnly 
affirm)  that  you  area  leaseholder  in  the  county  of  ,and 

have  a  leasehold  estate  for  a  term  of  years  renewable  for  ever  at  the 
will  of  the  lessee,  or  whereof  21  years  are  yet  to  come  and  imexpired, 
consisting  oi(ttaiing  the  desertion  of  the  premUes^)  and  that  you  have- 
been  in  the  actual  possession  or  receipt  of  the  rents  or  profits  thereof 
for  your  own  use  above  twelve  calendar  months,  or  that  the  same  came 
to  you  by  descent,  marriage,  marriage  settlement,  or  devise,  and  that 
such  leasehold  estate  has  not  been  granted  assigned  or  made  to  you 
fraudulently,  on  purpose  to  qualify  you  to  give  your  vote,  and  that  the 
place  of  your  abode  is  at  in  and 

that  you  are  twenty-one  years  of  age,  as  you  believe^  and  that  you 
have  not  been  polled  betbre  at  this  election.* 

[Copyholders  to  vote  in  Counties.]    And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from 
and  after  the  termination  of  this  present  parliament,  every  person  who 


57]  for  Reform  of  Parliament.  2&S 

shall  hold  any  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  by  copy  of  court  roll  of  thd 
clear  yearly  value  of  forty  shillings  over  and  above  all  rents  and  charges 
payable  out  of  or  in  respect  or  the  same,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
any  election  for  the  knights-  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament  for  tho 
county  within  which  such  lands  tenements  or  hereditaments  are  respectively 
situated,  and  shall  take  the  like  oaths  and  affirmations  with  freeholders 
voting  at  such  elections,  excepting  that  the  words  Copyholder  and  Copy- 
hold snail  be  used  respectively  by  such  copyholders,  in  lieu  of  the  words 
Freeholder  and  Freehold  in  such  oaths  or  amrmations. 

[Id  Counties  Votes  may  be  tendered  to  the  High  Constables  of  Hundreds 
&c.  or  their  Deputies  at  such  Place  as  shall  be  appointed ;  but  any  Person 
who  prefers  it,  to  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  principal  Place  of  Election.] 
And  fbr  the  purpose  of  lessening;  the  expense  of  electors  of  knights  of  the 
shire  for  the  several  counties  of  Fingland  and  Wales,  and  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  voters,  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  and  may  be. 
lawful  for  any  person  having  a  right  to  vote,  at  any  electioh  of  a  knight  of 
the  shire  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  counties  iii 
England  or  Wates,  to  tender  his  vote,  if  he  shall  be  willinc;  so  to  do,  to  the 
high  constable  or  constables  or  other  principal  peace  officer  for  the  time 
bemg  of  the  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other 
division  within  such  county  wherein  the  poperty  in  respect  of  which  such 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  shall  be  situate,  or  to  his  or  their  sufficient 
deputy  appointed  fur  that  purpose,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  ap-' 
pointed  for  receiving  such  votes  as  hereinafter  provided  ;  and  all  votes  so 
tendered  shall  be  received  and  recorded  by  such  high  constable  or  consta- 
bles or  other  principal  peace  officer  or  his  or  their  sufficient  deputy  to  whom' 
the  same  shall  be  tendered,  in  manner  hereinafter  provided,  and  shall  be  a^ 
good  and  valid  for  the  candidate  or  person  for  whom  the  same  shall  be 
tendered,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  such  votes  had  been  tendered 
and  received  at  the  principal  -pwe  of  holding  the  election  for  such  county :! 
Provided  nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  cot^tained  shall  be  construed  to  ^ 
prevent  any  person  whomsoever,  having  a  right  to  vote  at  such  election^ 
trom  voting  at  the  principal  place  of  holding  such  election,  if  he  shall  think 
proper  so  to  do,  in  preference  to  voting  at  such  place  as  shall  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  within  such  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake 
ward  or  other  division  as  aforesaid. 

[SfaerilFto  issue  Precept  to  High  Constable  to  take  Votes  tendered  within 
their  respective  Hundreds.]  And  he  it  further  enacted,  that  when  the 
sheriff  of  any  county  in  England  or  Wales  shall  receive  any  precept  requiring 
such  sheriff  to  proreed  to  the  election  of  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire 
to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  county,  such  sheriff  shall  within  two  days 
nextfbliowing  the  receipt  of  isuch  precept  give  notice  in  writing  of  such 
precept  to  the  high  constable  or  high  constables  or  other  principal  peace 
officer  or  officers  for  each  and  every  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe 
wapentake  ward  or  other  division  within  such  county,  and  shall  require  such 
high  constable  or  constables  or  other  principal  peace  officer  to  attend  on  the 
day  next  after  the  first  day  of  election  appointed  for  such  county  by  nin^ 
o'clock  in  the  morning  at  some  convenient  place  within  the  hundred  half 
hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division  for  which  he  or  they 
shall  be  high  constable  or  constables  or  other  peace  officer,  to  be  named  by 
such  sheriff  in  such  notice,  there  to  r^eive  by  himself  or  themselves  or  his 
or  their  sufficient  deputy  the  vote  or  votes  of  any  person  bi*  persons,' having 
right  to  vote  at  such  election/  who  shall  be  desirous  of  tendering  and  en- 
tifled  to  tender  his  or  their  vote  or  votes  to  be  thiere  received  for  such  elec-" 
tion ;  and  the  high  constable  and  constables  or  i>theT  principal  peace  officer 
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of  each  and  every  such  hiiodred  half  hundred  ktbe  wapentake  ward  or 
either  dmsioiiy  shall»  in  pursuance  of  such  notice,  giving,  good  and  sufiBcient 
notice  throughout  the  hundred  of  the  time  and  plue  appointed,  to  be  given 
forthwith  on  the  receipt  of  such  reauisition,  attend  at  the  time  and  place 
respectively  appointed  in  and  by  sucn  notices,  and  shall  then  and  there  by 
himself  or  themselves,  or  his  or  their  sufficient  deputy  whom  he  .or  they 
is  and  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint,  open  a  poll  for  such  hundred  half 
hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  divisioufor  the  reception  of 
all  such  votes  to  be  tendered  as  aforesaid,  which  said  poll  shall  be  kept 
open  for  the  space  of  hours  at  tbe  least  from  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock 

in  the  morning  for  five  days  then  next  following,  exclusive  of  the  first  day  of 
such  poll,  provided  tbe  poU  at  the  principal  place  of  election  for  such  county 
shall  be  so  long  kept  open,  and  no  longer ;  and  if  such  poll  at  the  principal 
place  of  election  for  such  county  shall  be  closed,  or  if  all  the  persons  entitled 
to  vote  at  such  election  in  respect  of  any  property  within  any  such  hnndred 
half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division,  or  so  many  as 
shall  desire  so  jto  do,  shall  have  been  polled  before  the  end  of  such  five  mtys, 
then  the  poll  so  to  be  taken  before  such  high  constables  or  other  principal 
peace  officers  respectively  or  their  respective  deputies  shall  be  closea  as  soon 
as  the  person  taking  anv  such  poll  shall  receive  suQicient  notice  or  infor- 
mation of  the  do^g  of  such  principal  poll,  or  that  all  such  persons  so  en- 
titled and  desirous  to  vote  as  aforesaid  have  been  polled;  and  such  high 
^nstables  or  other  peace  .officers  respectively  or  their  respective  deputies 
taling  any  such  poll  as  aforesaid  shall  on  the  daily  close  of  such  poll  and 
immediately  after  the  dose  thereof  transmit  the  amount  of  the  numbers  of 
votes  tendered  and  received  by  such  persons  respectively  in  the  course  of 
each  day's  poll  for  each,  and  every  candidate  .at  such  election,  and  at  the 
final. close  of  such  poll  shall  transmit  the  original  poll  so  taken  for  such 
hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division,  with 
the  account  of  the  numbers  thereof,  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  whereia 
such  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  divisioa 
shall  be  situate,  by  some  messenger  or  messensers  specially  appointed  by 
such  high  constables  or  other  principal  peace  officers  respectively  for  such, 
purpose,  who  shall  with  all  possible  expedition  convey  the  same ;  and  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  molest  obstruct  or  assault  such  messenger  or 
messengers  in  the  due  execution  of  his  or  their  duty  in  the  conveyance  of  such 
hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division  poll  or  the 
account  thereof  as  aforesaid,  such  person  or  persons  being  lawfully  convict«i 
thereof .  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  time  not  less  than 
months^  as  the  coiyt  before  whom  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  convicted 
shall  think  proper ;  and  every  sheriff  on  receipt  of  the  account  and  amount  of 
anv  such  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division 
poll  shall  accordingly  add  such  numbers  as  shall  have  voted  at  such  hundred 
half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake  ward  or  other  division  poll  for  any  can- 
didate or  candidates  at  such  election  to  the  numbers  appearing  on  the  prin- 
cipal poll  taken  at  the  place  of  such  election  for  such  candidate  or  candioates 
respectively. 

[High  Constables  to  take  the  same  Oaths  and  have  the  same  Power  as 
Returning  Officers,  except  as  to  disputed  Votes.]  And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed, that  every  high  constable  or  constables  or  other  peace  officer  or  their 
deputy  before  whom  any. such  last  mentioned  poll  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
taken,  shall  have  and  shall  be  bound  by  all  the  same  powers  and  authori- 
ties in  taking  such  poll  as  shall  by  law  appertain  to,  and  shall  take 
and  have  power  to  administer  tbe  same  oaths  as  by  law  are  and  shall  be 
directed  to  be  taken  and  administered^  on  such  eleotion,  by  the  sheriff 
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of  the  county  whereio  such'  hundred  half  hundred  rape  lathe  wapentake 
ward  or  other  division  shall  be  situate;  save  and  except  that  if  any  dispute 
shall  arifie  as  to  the  validity  of  any  vote  tendered  to  any  such  hi^hconstable 
or  constables  or  other  principal  peace  officer  or  their  deputy,  t>bjected  to  by 
any  candidate  or  candidates  at  any  such  ekction,  or  by  hb  or  their  .agent 
or  ngents,  or  by  any  two  or  more  persons  having  right  to  vote  at  such,e(eo- 
tion,  on  any  reasonable  ground  stated  by  the  person  or  persons  so  objecting, 
such  high  constable  or  constables  or  other  principal  peace  officer  or  his  or 
.their  dinmty  shall  not  receive  or  record  such  vote,  but  the  question  of  the 
admissioility  of  such  vote  shall  be  referred  to  the  sheriff  of  such  cpunty^  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  again  tendered  at  the  principal  place  of  holaing 
.sueh  election,  who  shall  decide  all  disputes  relating  to  votes  tendered  at 
such  election,  and  if  on  investigating  any  such  disputes  such  sheriff  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  any  such  votes  so  otgected  to  ought  to  be  received,  then 
such  sheriff  shaU  give  a  written  authority  to  the  proper  poll  clerk  for  re- 
ceiving such  vote,  or  shall  personally  direct  such  proper  poll  clerk  to  receive 
the  same,  upon  which  no  farther  objection  shall  l>e  made  to  such  vote,  but 
tbe  samejshall  be  immediately  received* 

!For  remuneradng  Hi^h  Constables,  Deputies,  and  Messengers.]  And  be 
iirther  enacted,  that  for  the  remuneration  of  any  high  constable  or  other 
peace  officer  o?  any  deputy  of  such  high  constable  or  other  peace  officer 
laking  such  last-mentioned  poll  in  any  county,  and  of  any  messenger  or  mes- 
sengers to  be  appointed  by  any  such  high  constable  or  other  peace  officer 
.to  convey  such  poll  and  accounts,  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  sheriff  of  such 
x:oimty  to  every  such  high  constable  or  other  peace  officer  or  his  deputv 
taking  such  poll  the  sum  of  one  guinea  for  each  and  every  day  such  pull  shall 
.be  kept  open,  together  with  the  reasonable  expense,  if  any,  attendant  upon 
giving  notice  of  such  poU  and  procuring  a  fit  and  proper  place  to  take  such 
poll  in,  and  to  the  messenger  or  messeneers  such  sum  or  sums  of  money 
as  shall  appear  to  such  sheriff  a  reasonable  and  fair  remuneration  to  such 
messenger  or  messengers  for  their  trouble  and  the  expense^  attending  the 
conveyance  of  such  poll  and  accounts ;  which  several  sums  of  money  shall 
be  paid  by  such  sheriff,  and  reimbursed  to  him  in  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
•vi4e<J. 

[How  Expenses  to  be  defrayed.]  And  be  it  Aurther  enacted,  that  all  the 
expenses  of  any  election  for  a  knight  or  knights  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  any  county  in  England  and  Wales,  as  well  the  reasonaible  and 
necessary  expenses  incurred  in  providing  or  erecting  booths  apd  polling 
places  as  well  in  the  several  hundreds  half  nundreds  rapes  lathes  wapentakes 
wards  and  other  divisions  as  in  the  principal  place  of  holding  such  election, 
and  of  procuring  and  paying  poU  clerks  and  other  persons  employed  therein, 
as  any  other  expenses  thereof  authorised  by  this  act  and  necessarily  atten- 
dant on  such  election,  shall  be  borne  and  paid  out  of  the  county  rate  of  the 
county  for  which  such  election  shall  be  held,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  clerk 
of  the  peace  or  treasurer  of  such  county  to  the  sheriff  of  such  cotmty,  on 
demand  thereof,  out  of  the  county  rate  of  such  county ;  and  in  default  of 
payment  thereof  one  month  after  such  demand,  such  sheriff  may  recover 
the  amount  thereof  by  action  of  debt  or  assumpsit  in  any  of  his  Majesty's 
courts  at  Westminster,  to  be  brought  against  the  clerk  or  the  |>eace.or  irea- 
surer  of  auch  county,  in  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  sheiiff  to  lay  the 
venue  either  in  the  same  or  some  neighbouring  countv,  and  in  case  such 
sheriff  shall  recover  the  full  amount  demanded  of  such  clerk  of  the  peace 
or  treasurer,  then  such  sheriff  shall^lao  r^ecover  and  be  paid  double  costs  of 
suit* 
.  [I.Geo.  I.e.  38.  Repealed  ;afidPailijUQ9Bt8  to  be  Tricnoi^O  And  where 
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as  in  and  by  an  act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  first  year  af  the  reign  of  hh 
late  Majesty  King  George  the  First,  intituled,  ^  An  Act  for  enlarging  the 
time  of  continuance  of  Parliaments  appointed  by  an  Act  made  in  the  sixth 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  intituled,  An  Act'  for 
the  frequent  meeting  and  calling  of  Pariiaroents/  it  was  enacted,  that  the 
then  present  parliament,  and  all  parliaments  that  should  at  any  time 
thereafter  be  called  assembled  or  held,  should  and  might  respectively 
have  continuance  for  seven  years  and  no  longer,  to  be  accounted  as 
therein  mentioned:  And  whereas  the  frequent  meetings  and  callineis 
6f  fresh  parliaments  tend  to  the  promotion  ot  the  independence  of  parlia^ 
ment  and  the  happy  union  and  good  agreement  of  the  king  and  people; 
and  it  is  therefore  expedient  that  the  time  of  continuance  of  parlial^ 
ments  should  be  shortened  ;  Beit  therefore  enacted,  by  the  King's  Most  Ex- 
cellent Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  the  commons,  in  parliament  assembled,  that  the  said 
Act,  intituled, '  An  Act  for  enlarging  the  time  of  continuance  of  parliaments 
appointed  by  an  Act  made  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  intituled,  an  Act  for  the  frequent  meetings  and  callinss  of 
parliaments,'  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  wholly  Repealed  and  declared 
to  be  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  as  if  the  said  Act 
had  never  been  had  or  made,  and  that  from  henceforth  and  from  and  after 
the  dissolution  or  expiration  of  this  present  parliament,  no  parliament  what- 
soever that  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  called  assembled  or  held,  shall 
hav)s  any  continuance  longer  than  for  three  years  only  at  the  furthest,  to  be 
accounted  from  the  day  on  which  by  the  writs  of  summons  the  said  parlia* 
ment  shali  be  appointed  to  meet. 

[Present  Parliament  to  expire  on  ]    And  be  it  further  enacted, 

that  this  present  parliament  shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  day  of 

which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
unless  previously  dissolved  by  the  Kine's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

[Oath  to  be  taken  by  Candidate.]    And  be  it  further  enacted^  that  be- 
fore any  person  can  be  returned  to  sit  in  parliament  for  any  county  shire  or 
district  within  England  or  Wales,  he  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  oath  fol- 
lowing, and  which  he  shall  rej^at  and  aeain  subscribe  at  the  table  of  the 
House  of  Commons  before  he  is  admitted  to  take  his  seat : 
*  1, 4*.  B.  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  given 
or  offered,  or  promised  to  give  procure  or  allow,  and  will  not  give  or 
offer  or  promise  to  give  procure  or  allow,  by  myself  or  any  other  person, 
and  have  not  directly  or  indirectly  authorised,  and  will  not  authorise 
any  other  person  for  me  or  on  my  behalf,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
to  give  or  offer,  or  to  promise  to  give  procure  or  allow  any  sum  of  mo- 
ney place  office  or  employment  gift  or  reward,  or  any  promise  or  secu- 
ritv,  or  the  hope  or  expectation  of  any  money  office  or  employment  or 
gin,  to  any  person  entitled  or  claiming  to  vote  at  this  election,  or  to 
any  person  for  or  in  trust  for  him  or  any  of  his  family,  in  order  to  influ- 
ence his  vote  at  this  election.' 
Which  oath  the  proper  officer  to  whom  the  return  of  any  writ  or^precept  for 
Such  election  shall  belong,  or  his  deputies,  are  required  to  administer,  under 
a  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  omitting  so  to  do,  such  penalty  to  be 
recoverable  in  any  of  His  Majesty's  courts  of  record  at  Westminster  by  any 
person  having  a  right  to  vote  for  such  place  ;  and  in  case  anv  person  taking 
the  said  oath  shall  therein  commit  perjury  and  shall  thereof  be  convicted  by 
due  course  of  law,  such  person  shall  incur  and  suffer  the  pains  and  penalties 
which  by  law  are  enacted  or  inflicted  in  cases  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. - 
[Persons  guilty  of  Bribery,  and  convicted  by  two  persons,  to  suffer  all  the 
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Pttialtiev  &c.  now  inflicted  by  Law.]  And  be  'it  further  enacltd,  that 
every  penon  or  persons  who  sludl  be  convicted,  by  the  evidenbe  of  iwo  wit- 
aessesy  of  having  given  or  offered,  or  of  having  promised  to  gi^e  or  altow  any 
sum  or  sumajof  money,  office  or  emDloyment,  to  any  person  whomsoever,  in 
etider  to  influence  the  vote  of  any  elector  or  his  cfabice  of  a  person  to  serve 
as  a  member  in  the  high  court  of  parliaiment,  shall  be  held  to  be  suilty  of 
bribery,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  pains  and  penalties  enacted  or  inflicted  in 
cases  of  bribery,  and  shall  suffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties,  disabilities  and 
disqualifications  now  inflicted  and  attendant  on  persons  proved  to  be  guilty 
of  bribery  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  ^ 

[Ambassadors,  &c  to  be  incompetent  to  sit  in  parliament]  And  be  it 
further  enacted,  That  no  ambassador  or  other  person  whomsoever  having 
w  accepting  any  ofiice,  commission  or  employment  under  His  M^esty,  whe- 
tiler  civil  or  mUitary,  the  duties  whereof  shall  be  executed  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  or  of  sitting  pr  voting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  parliament  which  shall  oe  hereafter 
summoned  and  holden ;  and  if  any  |>erson  who  shall  be  elected  to  %erve  as 
a  member  of  the  house  of  commons  in  any  parliament  which  shall  be  here- 
after summoned  and  holden,  shall,  during  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  a 
member,  accept  or  take  any  such  office,  commission  or  employment,  his  elec- 
tion shall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  void,  and  the  seat  of  such  person 
shall  be  thereby  immediately  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  shall  issue  for  a  new 
election  in  the  room  of  such  person  as  if  such  person  so  accepting  was  na- 
turally dead. 

[Statutes  now  in  force  relative  to  elections,  continued.]  And  be  it  further 
enacted,  That  all  statutes  now  in  force  touching  or  concerning  the  qualifi- 
catioii,  election  or  return  of  knights  of  the  shire,  or  of  burgesses  to  serve  in 
the  high  court  of  parliament,  shall  be  held  to  extend,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  to  extend  to  the  oualification,  election  and  return  of  knights 
of  the  shire  and  members  to  be  elected  and  chosen  to  serve  in  the  said  high 
oourt  of  parliament  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  so  far  as  the  provisions  of 
the  said  statutes  shall  be  applicable  to  the  same,  and  in  so  far  as  they  are 
not  varied  or  altered  or  repealed  by  tiie  present  Act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  and  the  provisions  thereof  shall 
extend  to  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called  England  and  Wales,  and 
no  further. 
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SDHEDULE  (B.) 

_  • 

A  Schedule  containing  the  Form  of  Notices  to  be  given  of  the  Ihie  and  Place  of 

hokhng  Elections f  to  be  affixed  on  Churches,  ifc, 

No.l. 

A  General  Notice  of  the  Time  and  Place  of  Election  in  Districts  where 

no  Votes  are  to  be  tendered  to  Overseers. 

Election  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  the  Dis- 
trict of 

NOTICE  is  hereby  given,  That  an  Election  of  a  Member  to  serve  in  Parlia- 
snent  for  this  District,  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  the  day  of 

at  the  (naming  the  place  of  election^ 

«t  the  hour  of  Nine  o'clock  in  the  Morning.    Dated  this  day  of 

A.  B,  Returning  Officer. 


No.  2. 


Form  of  Notice  to  be  added  to  the  above  in  Diitricts  where  Votes  are  to  be 

tendered  to  Overseers  ofFarishes. 

And  NOTICE  is  hereby  further  given.  That  any  Persons  residing  within 

the  several  Parishes  (or  Hamlets,  &c.  naming  the  Parishes, /^c,  of  which  any 

part  is  more  than  five  miles  from  the  principal  place  of  election)  of 

who  reside  more  than  five  miles  from  tne  said  town  of 

and  who  may  be  desirous  of  polling,  without  coming  to  the  said  town  of 

may  tender  their  votes  to  the  Overseers  of  their  said  respective 
Parishes,  Hamlets,  &c«  at  the  places  hereunder  written,  and  for  that  purpose 
appointed  respectively,  where  such  Votes  will  be  respectively  received.  And 
the  Overseers  of  the  said  Parishes,  Hamlets,  &c.  are  hereby  respectively  re- 
quired to  meet  at  such  places  accordingly,  on  Tuesday  the  day  of 
at  Nine  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  to  open  a  Poll  to  receive  any 
such  Votes,    Dated  this              day  of 

A.  B.  Returning  Officer. 

Places  for  tendering  Votes  in  the  above  Parishes,  Hamlets,  S^c.  rapectivefy. 

Parish  of  il.   -   -  Vestry  Room  of  said  Parish, 

Hamlet  of  B.  -   -   School  House  at  in  said  Hamlet, 

Hamlet  of  C.  -   -   Hustings  to  be  erected  at  in  said  Hamlet, 

As  the  Returmng  Officer  shall  direct. 


THE   END   OF   NO.  XLf. 
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Z^t  JUorttos  ot  ti&e  Commons      '^ 

House  of  Parliament; 


THE  PI.ACEB  THEY  SEPBESENT, 

( lUttitiguuhvig  Ikoie  who  hold  Placet,  and  toAo  are  dependant  m 

tl6e  pu«»nt  a%intni»ti:at(on; 

And  alio  Ibote  who  htM 
COMMISSIONS   IN  THE   NAVY  AND  ARMY, 

THEY  VOTED  ON  FOURTEEN  GKEAT  QUESTIONS, 
Divided  od  during  llie  Seuioiu  of  1821  and  1822, 

XXNORZTZES  OH  TBtBTT-BtX  QUXESnONfl^ 

The  Names  of  the  Memben  corrected  to  the  pteaent  time, 
(Being  the  oKly  correct  LittextaM.) 


rhii  U  ■  Tery  iaterestint;  and  imporUat  producliod,  rontaininf;  more  iabmution 

if  usoslly  found  ma  larice  mlume,  •□()  i>  IS  intelligible  as  it  ia  con 
lacpat  couaidenttion  of  evrry  Elector  in  the  United  Kingdom." 


OU  XXI. 


LONDON 

:823. 

tarn. 

NO. 

XUI. 

The  Commons  House  of  Parliament  is  composed  of  658  Members, 
returned  from  the  several  sections  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  follow- 
ing  proportion,  viz. 

The  County  of  Cornwall,  44  ;  of  Wilts,  34 ;  of  York,  30 108 

M               Sussex  28;  Dorset  20 ;  Suffolk  16  j  Stafford,  10  .  .  74 

The  Counties  of  Devonand  Hafats,      each  26  52 

0                Kent  and  Somerset, each  18  36 

K                Bucks,  Lancaster,  and  Surry, each  14  42 

m                Lincoln,  Norfolk,  and  Salop, each  12  36 

»               Berks,  Northampton  Oxford,  Worcester,,  .each    9  36 

m                Essex,  Gloucester.  Hereford,  Middlesex,  m   ^^^    ^  ^g 

Northumberland  andNottingham ...  % 

»                Cambridge,  Cumberland,  Hertford  &  Warwick,    6  24 

m                Bedford,  Chester,  Derby,  Durham,  Hun- %    ^^^    ^  ^g 

tiDgdon,  Leicester,  and  Westmorland,  > 

#               Monmouth,  3 ;  Rutland,  2 *••.••  5 

Wales  24 ;  Scotland  45 ;  Ireland  100 169 


Making  the  Total  Number  of  Votes  ......     658 


The  following  Changes  have  taken  place  since  the  bth  February, 

Vacated.  New  Members. 

Bathurst,  Right  Hon.  C Harwich Canning,  George 

Canning,  Right  Hon.  G.  ....  Liverpool Huskisson,  Wra. 

Cole,  Sir  G.  L Fermanagh 

Huskisson,  Wm Chichester Poyntz,  Mr. 

Leigh,  J.  H Winchester East,  Sir  E.  H. 

Taylor,  Sir  H Windsor {Disbrowe,  E.  C. 

Vansittart,  NickohM Harwich {Henries,  J.  C. 

Arbuthnot, Right  Hon.  C.  .  .  .St.  Germains 1 

Robinson,  F.  J. Rippon >  All  re-elected 

Scarlet,  James Peterboro*  ••..••  j 

Ossulston,  Lord Berwick 

Bere8ford,SirJ.P Coleraine 

Deceased. 

Blake,  Robert Arundel Kemp,  Mr. 

Concannon,  Lucius Winchelsea 

Portman,  E.  B Dorset  County Portman,  Jun. 

Sir  J.  P.  Beresibrd  vacated  for  Coleraine,  with  the  view  of  being  returned 
for  Berwick,  Lord  Ossulstone  having  succeeded  to  the  Peerage;  Lord 
Corry,  the  Son  of  Earl  of  Belmore,  is  Cacdidatc  for  Fermanagh  County; 
and  Mr.  Wm.  Leader  is  we  believe  to  be  returned  for  Winchelsea.  The 
new  Member  for  Coleraine  was  not  named  at  the  time  of  our  going  to 
press. 


THE  FOLLOWING 

ISA 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  QUESTIONS 

DIVIDED  ON; 

THE  VOTES  ON  WHICH  ARE  ILLUSTRATED 
IN  THE  FOLLOWING 

ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THE  MEMBERS. 


Cut. 

a  Notes  by  a  *  188  members  who  on  the  6tii  Febraaiy,  1821, 
soppcHTted  the  motion  of  the  Marquis  of  Tavistock,  ^'  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  in  advising  the  measures  against  the 
Qaeen,  were  not  jastiflable,"  &c. ;  and  by  a  f  334  who  op- 
posed it.  The  same  column  also  notes  by  the  letter  a  21  other 
members  who,  in  addition  to  the  188,  supported  tlie  motion  of 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  on  the  26th  January  preceding, 
'^  that  the  omission  of  her  Majesty's  name  from  the  Liturgy 
and  accustomed  prayers  of  the  "Church  was  ill-advised  and 
inexpedient,"  who  did  not  vote  at  all  on  the  motion  of  the 
Noble  Marquis. 

h  Notes  by  the  letter  c  253  members,  who  on  the  28ih  Feb.  1821, 
supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Plunkett  '*  For  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  consider  of  the  laws  affecting  Roman  Catholics," 
and  by  the  letter  p  247  who  opposed  it. 

c  Notes  by  a  *  126'member8  who  on  the  9th  May,  1821,  sup- 
ported the  motion  of  Lord  John  Russell  "  For  Parliamentary 
Reform  ;**  and  by  a  f  167  who  opposed  it. 

d  Notes  by  a  *  108  members  who  on  the  11th  February,  1822, 
supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brougham  for  ^'  A  sensible  Re- 
duction of  Taxes  f  and  by  a  f  212  who  opposed  it. 

e  Notes  by  a  *  126  members  who  on  the  21st  February  supported 
a  similar  motion  of  Viscount  Althorp ;  and  by  a  t  ^^  ^^^ 
opposed  it. 


Cal 
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f    Notes  by  a  *  150  members  wbo  on  the  13th  March  supported 
the  motion  of  Viscount  Normfuaby,  "  For  reducing  one  Poti- 
Mtuter  General;  and  by  a  1 1B4  who  opposed  it.    The  same 
column  also  notes  by  the  figure  2,  81  other  members  who  on 
the  52nd  May  supported  a  similar  motion  by  the  same  Noble 
Viscounty  who  did  not  vote  at  all  on  the  previous  occasion. 
p    Notes  by  a  *  100  members  who  on  the  26th  June  supported 
the  motion  of  the  Hon.  James  Abercromby  for  *'  An  enquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  ;*'  and  by  a 
t  121  who  opposed  it. 
A    Notes  by  a  *  95  members  who  on  the  Srd  June  supported  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Cnrwen,  for  *^  A  total  Repeal  if  the  DiUy  on 
SaUf'  and  by  a  t  106  who  oppoeed  it.  The  same  column  also 
note^  by  the  letter  c  09  other  members  in  addition,  who  on  the 
28th  February  preceding  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calcraft 
for  **  A  gradual  Reduction  in  the  Duties  on  S'alt;*^  who  did  not 
support  the  motion  of  Mr.  Curwen. 
i    Notes  by  a  *  65  members  who  on  the  18th  June  supported 
Sir  J.  Newport's  amendment  to  Mr.  Hume's  motion,  relatiug 
to  the  Tythe  Syntem  of  Ireland;  and  by  a  f  72  who  opposed  it. 
k    Notes  by  a  *  175  members  who  on  the  25th  April  supported  the 
motion  of  Lord  John  Russell,  for  **  A  Reform  in  Parliament;*' 
which  was  opposed  by  2^.    The  same  column  also  notes  by 
the  letter  r  77  other  members,  part  of  185  who  on  the  1st 
March  supported  the  motion  of  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  for 
''  The  Reduction  of  Two  Lords  of  the  Admiralty." 
Cl3»  The  Notations    in  the  margin  imply  as  follow,  viz.— The 
Nos.  12,  &c.  as  12  opposite  the  name  of  J.  Abercrombie  implies, 
that  he  voted  12  times  in  the  miuorities  here  sul^sequently  stated. 
No.  27  opposite  the  name  of  Sir  Geo.  Anson,  or  31  opposite  that  of 
A.  Baring  imply,  that  they  voted  in  the  minority  on  those  questions 
so  numbered  in  the  said  following  statement    A  voted  in  support 
of  Lord  Althorp's  proposition  in  <<  Committee  on  the  Com  Laws." 
L  for  those  of  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge.   12  for  those  of  Mr. 
Ricardo.    M  implies  those  who  opposed  the  propositions  of  the 
late  Marquis  of  Londonderry,  and  contended  for  the  <*  Continuance 
of  the  Com  Law  as  it  then  stood."  IF  implies  those  members  who 
supported  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Western  on  the  12th  June,  re- 
lating '*  To  the  aggravation  of  the  Distresses  of  the  Country,  by  the 
Altermtum  of  the  Currency  "-^Ste  page  [8. 
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The  following  is  a  Statement  of  the  36  Questions,  of  which 
the  Minorities  are  hereafter  stated,  viz. 

No*. 

1 —  89  Who  on  the  6th  Feb.  supported  Mr.  Hame's  amend- 

ment to  the  Address    opposedhy  171 

2—  68  Who  on  the  7th  Feb.  opposed  Mr.  Peel's  motion, 

''  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  suspending  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  in  Ireland/'. .....  supported  by  195 

3 —  22  Who  on  the  same  day  supported  amotion  "For  the 

Irish  Insurrection  Bill  to  be  printed  to  afford  time  to 
consider  it." opposed  by  149 

4 —  30  Who  on  the  8th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rice, 

to  insert  a  clause  in  the  said  bill  ''  For  making  im- 
perative a  Trial  by  Jury,"    opposed  by  139 

5 —  31  Wlio  on  the  same  date  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Rice,  to  insert  another  clause  in  the  said  bill, 
"  Authorising  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  appoint  Coun- 
ty Magistrates  to  assist  in  Towns." opposed  by  110 

6 —  28  Who  on  the  same  day  opposed  the  passing  of  the 

Bill supported  by  109 

7 —  97  Who  on  the  Idth  February  supported  the  motion  of 

Sir  Robert  Wilson,  "  For  Papers  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  relating  to  his  Dismissal  from  the  Army." 
opposed  by  199 

8 —  60  Who  on  the  2dth  February  supported  the  motion  of 

Mr.  James,  '*  That  it  was  a  Breach  of  the  Privileges 
of  Parliament  to  open  Letters  to  and  from  Members 
to  and  from  Prisoners  in  Gaol."    opposed  by  167 

9 —  78  Who  on  the  27th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Home, 

^*  For  a  more  detailed  Statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  £1,781,325  estimated  for  the  Supply  of  the 
Naval  Service  was  to  be  expended  before  the  Supply 
was  granted." opposed  by  129 

10 —  56  Who  on  the  28th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Aid. 

Wood,  **  For  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  cause 
of  the  Outrage  committed  on  Mr.  Sheriff  Waithman, 
in  front  of  Knightsbridge  Barracks." opposed  by  IM 

11 —  39  Who  on  the  4th  March  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Pascoe  Grenfelly  **  To  postpone  the  clause  in  the 
5  per  Cent.  Reduction  Bill  for  remuneration  to  the 
Bank,  for  further  investigation," opposed  by    76 
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12 —  51  Who  on  the  same  day  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Hume,  *^  That  the  Regular  Army  be  reduced  from 
68,802  to  57,802,  or  10,000  men," opposed  by  196 

13 —  88  Who  on  the  14th  March  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Creevey,  "  For  an  enquiry  into  the  Duties  of  the 
Board  of  Control,",  • opposed  hy  273 

14—  33  Who  on  the  15th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 

"  To  reduce  the  expences  of  the  Military  Staff  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  from  £96,846  to 
£84,000," opposed  hy  109 

15—  18  Who  on  the  20th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 

"  To  reduce  the  Salary  of  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General  from  to  £1,500  per  Ann.. .  opposed  hy  124 

16—  17  Who  on  the  28th  supported  the  question  of  a  Peti- 

tion from  the  Inhabitants  of  Bethnal  Green,  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Hunt,  and  imputing  notorious  and  avowed 
Corruption  in  Parliameut — should  lie  on  the  table 
^ opposed  hy    67 

17 —  26  Who  on  the  20th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 

"  For  a  reduction  of  £5,000  #*  Ann.  in  the  expences 
of  the  Staff  of  the  Royal  Mi  litary  College,"  opposed  hy    75 

18 —  21  Who  on  the  22d  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 

**  To  reduce  the  charge  for  Sinecure  Offices  in  the 
Garrisons  abroad  and  at  home  £12,000  per  Annum," 
opposed  hy    80 

19 —  30  .Who  on  the  25th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr  Hume, 

"  To  reduce  the  Vote  for  the  Expence  of  the  Ord- 
nance Establishments  at  the  Tower  and  in  Pall  Mall 
£10,000  per  Annum opposed  hy    95 

20 —  22  Who  on  the  same  date  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Creevey,  relating  to  a  misapplication  of  the  4^  per 
Cent.  Duties  in  Barbadoes opposed  hy    62 

21 —  39  Who  supported  a  farther  motion  relating  to  the 

same  subject    opposed  hy 

22 —  49  Who  on  the  8th  March  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Denman,  "  To  extend  the  time  for  the  holders  of  5 
per  cent.  Stock  entering  their  dissents  to  the  transfer 
from  the  16th  to  30th  March" opposed  hy  143 

23 —  84  Who  on  the  24th  April  supported  the  motion  of  Sir 

Francis  Burd^tt,  for  an  Address  to  the  King  to  remit 
the  further  punishment  of  Mr.  Hunt    ...  opposed  hy  223 
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7  Who  on  the  8th  May  gapported  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wyyill,  ''  That  the  best  and  most  effectual  relief  that 
could  be  giTen  to  the  Agricultural  interest,  was  a 

large  remission  of  Taxation oppoied  ijr  120 

»7  Who  on  the  14th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume, 

**  For  an  Address  to  His  Majesty  to  direct  enquiry  into 

,the  State  of  the  Government  of  the  Ionian  Islands, 

and  the  cause  of  Martial  Law  having  been  pro- 

claimed,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Islands  disarmed 

opposed  by  152 

17  Who  on  the  15th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Len- 
nardy ''  For  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  3rd  class  of  the  Civil  List  for  Ambassadors 
and  Consuls,  and  to  consider  whether  any  reduction 

could  be  made  in  that  expenoe/' opposed  hy  274 

41  Who  on  the  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Warre, 
'*  That  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  the 
charge  of  the  Mission  to  the  Swiss  Cantons  might 
be  reduced  to  a  scale  of  expenditure  not  exceeding 
the  sum  annually  received  by  Lcnrd  Robert  Fitz- 
gerald and  Mr.  Wickham,  from  May  1792  to  Jan. 
179By  and  for  which  sum  the  duties  of  the  Mission 
have  punctually  been  performed  for  one  year  and 
eight  months  preceding  the  recent  appointment  of 

Mr.  H.  Wynn.'^ opposedh^  24tl 

55  Who  on  the  dd  June  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Coke  of  Norfolk,  for  laying  on  the  table  a  petition  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Hundred  of  North  Greenhoe,  in 
that  County,  complaining  of  Agricultural  distress 

» oppoiedhy    89 

54  Who  on  the  same  date  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

I  Hume,  for  taking  from  the  Sinking  Fund  the  amount 

to  which  it  was  proposed  to  relieve  the  Country  in 

Taxes,  instead  of  by  borrowing opposed  hy    81 

117  Who  on  the  4th  June  supported  the  motion  of  Sir 
James  Macintosh,  *^  That  the  House  will  at  an  early 
period  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  take  into 
their  most  serious  consideration  the  means  of 
increasing  the  efficacy  of  the  Criminal  Laws,  by 
abating  their  undue  rigour,'' • .  .opposed  by  101 
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31 — 101  Who  on  the  24th  June  supported  the  motioii  of  Mr. 
Brougham, ''  That  the  inflaence  dow  possessed  by  the 
Crown  is  unnecessary  for  maintaining  its  Constitu- 
tional prerogatives,  destructive  of  the  independence 
of  Parliament,  and  inconsistent  with  the  well  govern- 
ment of  the  realm," opposed  by  216 

32 —  42  Whoon  the  26th  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Creevy, 

for  the  repeal  of  the  Superannuation  Bill  of  1797, 
opposed  by  143 

33 —  59  Who  on  the  2d  July  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 

Hobhouse,  that  the  Tax  on  Windows  in  Great  Britain, 
is  unjust,  unequal  in  its  operation,  and  most  oppres- 
sive to  those  especially  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  the  House  that  the  said  Tax 
should  be  forthwith  and  immediately  repealed, 
opposed  by  146 

34 —  94  Who  on  the  5th  June  opposed  themotionof  Mr.  Peel 

for  leave  to  extend  the  operations  of  the  Alien  Bill 

for  two  years suppot  ted  by  189 

3d —  72  Who  on  the  14th  opposed  the  further  progress  of  the 

said  Bill supportedby  108 

36^  68  Who  on  the  1st  July  opposed  its  still  further  progress 

supportedby  142 

{^  Hie  Notations  A.  L*  R.  M,  in  the  Margin,  seem  to  require  a  further 
elucidation  than  is  given  at  page  4 — A .  the  proposition  of  Viscount  Althorp 
was  for  a  bounty  of  iSs  ^  Or.  on  the  Exportation  of  Wheat,  and  on  all 
other  Grain  i&  proportion. 

X.  The  proposition  of  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge  was  for  a  duty  of  408  ^ 
Qr.  on  the  Importation  of  Wheat,  and  on  all  other  Grain  and  articles  of 
Agricultural  produce,  such  as  Hides,  Tallow,  Butter,  Bark,  &c.  in  pro- 
portion. 

JR.  The  proposition  of  Mr.  Ricardo  was  for  9  duty  of  20s  ^  Qr.  on  the 
Importation  of  Wheat,  and  on  other  Grain  in  proportion,  to  be  reduced 
Is  }p  Qr.  annually  till  it  was  down  to  10s,  at  which  duty  to  be  permaneati 
and  a  permanent  Bounty  of  7s  ^  Qr.  on  Exportation. 

M,  The  proposition  of  Lord  Londonderry  was  to  admit  Wheat  to  Im- 
portation at  a  duty  of  12s  ^  Qi*.  and  all  other  Grain  in  proportion,  which 
was  opposed  by  contending  for  the  Corn  Law  as  it  then  stood,  by  which 
all  Grain  was  prohibited  Importation  until  the  average  price  of  Wheit 
for  three  months  attains  the  price  of  80s  ^  Qr. 
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nring  tbe  Seuion  of  1BS2  >  return  was  moved  for  and  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
•e,of  all  such  Members  who  hold  places  of  profilor  emolument,  and  who  eitand  vote  In  tbe 
ae  of  Commons,  and  etalingthc  aoiouat  of  such  salaries,  profila,  or  emoluments,  and  aim  of 
DCh  Membei-s  whu  huld  Commiesiuni  in  the  Navy  and  Army.'  In  compliance  wilh  tbi* 
r,  a  return  vas  made  of  B9  Members,  under  7  several  Classes,  who  sit  and  vole  in  (he 
imons  House  of  Pari i anient,  receiring  salaries,  profits,  and  emolnments,  in  Ihe  aggregate  to 
Imonnt  of  ^1B:],373  Ss  tt^d  tf"  Annum.  In  the  following  list  these  89  Members  are 
d  by  a  ;[  and  it  nill  be  seen  that  they  form  the  bulk  of  that  phalanx  who  regularly  assemble 
nt-Tote  those  Members  who  are  returned  to  Pailiament  by  the  voice  of  the  People, 
tnm  was  also  made  of  Fifty-nine  other  Membera,  who  hold  Commiaiions  in  the  Navy  and 
ly,  pay  and  emoluments  not  stated;  which  S9  are  noted  by  a  ^ — several  other  Members  are 
d  by  a  4^-ssSon9,  Biothers,  or  dependants  oa  those  shariuE  the  £183,372  Bs  lljd^ 
um,  or  otherwaya  participating  largely  of  the  Taxes— such  as  Oiandos  Marquis,  eldest  Sotl 
»e  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Grenvil  le  party  ;  Apsley  Lord,  eldest  Son  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ot 
rolonies,  who  receives  about  £1^,000  ^  Aunum  out  of  the  Taxes  not  included  in  thebefoM 
tioned  Sum  of  £183,373  8a  llj— all  the  others  noted  by  a  .^  are  more  or  less  directly  or 
rcctly  linked  wilh  the  participators  in  pay  or  emulumeDte  out  of  the  l^ies,  and  will  >i 
brmly  be  seen  in  the  list  of  those  m^orilies  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  people  froia 
mthey  draw  so  large  a  sliareof  Ibeir  means  of  Gubsittence  I!  | 
hose  Members  printed  in  Italia  are  new  Members  recenlly  returned. 


•  Abercromby,  Hon.  James, 
Aciand,  SirT.  D.Bart... 

+  ^AToQrt  E.  H 

-f-  Alexander,  James  .,,,., 
Alexander,  Josias  Dupre 

"  Allan,  J.  H 

"  Allhorp,  Viscount 

I  f  Ancram,  Earl 

%  AusoD,  Hon.  George  . .. 
^  Anson,  Sir  George   .... 

J  Antrobus,  G,  C 

I      4-  Apsley,  Lord    

t  J  Ari>othnol,  Right  Hon.C. 

I       I  Archdall,  Mervyn 

I      A8lmrst.W.H 

I      Astell,  Wtn 

I      Astley,  Sir  J.  D.  Bart.  . . 

I      Attwood.  Malthias 

Aubrey,  Sit  Jno.  Bart.  . . 


Calne    Wilts 

Uevon    County 

Heyteabury With 

Old  Saturn 


OtdS 


.   do. 
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Pembroke Town 

Norlbatupton   . . , ,  Caiatty 

Huntingdon Town 

Yarmoath    Norfolk 

Utcbfield   City 

Aldboruugh York 

Cirencester Glauceiter 

St.  Gertsaibs Coiimall  | 

Fermanagh  Co. . . .  Ireland 

Oxford Cmatty 

Bridgewater  . . ,  .Samcraei 

Wilts Counti 

Cal]ln)(ton Cormcail 

Horsham   ,,.,....  Suiitx 


*  \6  A  R 
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I  Bagwell,  Right  Hon.  W.  See  Bird  Bagwell  ,. 
+  \  Baillic,  Col.  J Hedon York 

Baironr,  John Orkney  and  Shetland + 1| 

Baker,  Edward   Wilton Willi 

}  t  Bank es,  George Corfe  Caatle Dorieit+I 

I  t  Bankes,  Henry,  sen Corfe  CsAlle de  ++| 

Banket,  W.J. Cambridge  ...  .Universily 

!  "  Barham,  J.  F Stockbridge i/onfi 

;  *  Bating,  Alexander Taunton Soitanil 
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•  Baring,  Henry Colcliesfer Esseir 

Baring,  SirThomas,  Bart.  Wycombe   Buchi  • 

"  \  Barnard,  Viscount Tregony Cornmall  * 

Barnc,  Michael   Dimwich   Saffoli 

•  Barat,  S.   M Richmond.. York 

■f  1  Barry,  Right  Hon.  J.  M.  Cavan  County ....  Ireland 
I  Bastard,  E.  P Devon    Counlyl 

^  Bastaid,  John   Dartmouth Dtvon 

t  t  Bathurst,  Right  Hon,  C.  Harwich JBwra  ^ 

t  t  Botburst,  Hon.  S.  T.   .,  St;  Germains Cornwall 

'  Beaamont,  T.  W Northumberland  . .  County ' 

"  Bechor.  W.  W Mallow Ireland 

Bective,  Karl  of Meath  County tb.    M  \ 

§  Belfasi,  Earl  of    Belfast Ho. 

•  Belgrave,  Vjacount Chester Citg 

Benet,  John Wilts County 

•  Bennet.  Hon.  H.  G Shrewabnry Toicn 

Bent,  John     Totness Devon 

I  Bentinck,  Lord  F.  C.  ..  Weobly Hertford^  t 

•  X  Bentinck,  Lord  W,  H.  C.  Nottingham Cotmly  "  ~  '  ' 

•  BenyoD,  Beojamia Stafford Toon 

^Bcresford.tJirJ.F.Bart.  Coleraine Ireland 

X  Beresford,  Lord  George  Waterford  County  . . .  .do.       1 1  +1^ 

■  Bemal,  Ralph Rochester Cuj  '  rrrn'r 

Bernard,  Viscount Bandon  Bridge  ../re{aiitl''{ti  !  |  H! 

Bernard,  Tho3.  jun Kinjt's  County do. 

+  Biunin^;,  Lord Rochester Ci(y +]+|+|+j+|  | 

Birch,  Joseph Nottingham Towtt 

Bird,  Sir  W,  Bagwell    , .  Tipperary  Coanty.  lieland 
Blackburne, John   Lancaster  ........  County 

f  Biair,  Jamea    AJdeburgh Suffolk 

■f  Blake,  Robert ....Arundel Suisex    \\\-\:\\  |+| 

•  Blake.  Sir  Francis,  Bart.  Berwick    

•  Boughey,  Sir  John.   Bart.  Staflord    Coimli/ 

Boughlon,SirW.E.R.  Bait  Evesham Wortetter 

t  I  Bourn,  Right  Hon. W.S.Christehurch Hfrniitltkl   I 

Bouverie,  Hon.  B.  B Downton Wilti 

Bradshaw,  R.  H Urackley ...  .A'arfAiim;j;0n 

Braudling,  C.  J Norlhamberland. .  County 

t  4-  Brecknock,  Earl  of LudgershaU Wiltt   1  I  I  |+rt| 

Bridges,  George London Ciig 

•  Bright,  H Bristol    Ciig 

-y  Broadhead,  T.  H.  L.  ....  Yarmouth  ..  Me  of  Wight 

J  Brojjden,  Jajwes      Lanoceslon    ...   t'o»-n«'a/( i|+|-i-|-|-|||+j 

•  Brougham,  H Winchelaea   iSitriear  ••    ■•"'" 

f  Brown,  Peter    Rye   ''"■t+mtb 

Brown, PigblHon.Dennis  KilkennyCtty Jre/aHrf+ 

Brown,  Dominic Mayo  Coanty do. 

Brown,  James Mayo  Coanty do. 

Brown  low,  Charles Armagh  County do. 

+  I^Bruce.  Robert Ciaekmannon  ^RossCmJio   |"H+j+|t|  I 

Brudenell,  Lord  ........  Marlborough Willn 

Bruen,  H Carlow  County    ..Ireland 

+  Buchanan,  John Dumbarton  County,  ScofW+'+t 

•  Durdett,  Sir  Francis,  Bart  Westminster Citi/  'l'  • 

+  I§  Burgh,  SirUlytises  ..  Carlow  County   ../re/oiid  Htk  tK|f| 

•  Burrell,  StrCM,  Bart. ..  New  Shoreham....Si«*«i« 

Bnrrell,  Walter Sussex   County  •  + 

Bury, VisDount    Arundel ,,.,Suiiex      W 

Batter wortk,  Josepli  .,..  Dover    fitiMtrrrKI 


"] 


with  Vht«$,  ^cv  ef  eeery  Memhtr. 


p     Buxton,  J.  Jacob    Bedwio    Willi  \ 

*  BuxtoD,  T.  Fowell 'Weymoiith    Doriel 

e       Bjng,  George MiddlcscK Counlj* 


tefgh 


Calcraff,  J.  sen 

Calcraft,  J.  H .. 

CalUiorpe,  Hon.  F.  G. 

I  Calvert,  Joho    

Calvert,  Charlea 

Calvert,  NichoUa  . . . 
Campbell,  Archibald. 
Campbell,  Hon.  G.  P. 

Campbell,  W.  P 

X  Canniog,  George  . . . 

Carew,  C.S 

Carter,  Jobn    

Cartwright,  W.  R,  . . . 
Canlfield,  Hon.  H. . . . 

Cavendish,  C.  C 

Cavendish,  Lord  G.A.  H. 
S  Cavendish.Lord  U.  F.C. 

Cawtbome,  J.  F 

il-  Cecil,  Lord  ThoDms . . , 

CbalODer,  R 

Chamberlaync,  Wm 

4.  CbandoB,  Marquis   .... 

Cbaplin.  Charles 

Cheere,  E.  M 

Cherry,  G.H 

Cbetwynd,  George 

Chichester,  Arthur 

Childe,  W.L 

Cholmley,  Sir  M,  Bart. . . 
4.rholmondeley,  Lord  H, 
Clarke.  Hon.  C.  H.  Butler 

Claugbton,  Thomas    

Cleraenta,  J.  M 

I  Clerk,  Sir  G.  Bart 

CliftoD,  Viscount 

^Clinton,  Sir  W.H.K... 

+  Clinton,  H.  Fynes  

jClive,  Henry 

+  Clive,  Viscount 

4-^Clive,Hou.E 

ICockbnrn.  Sir  G 

Cockerel!,  Sir  Chas.  Bart. 

+  Cocks,  Hon.  l.S 

i  Coffin,  Sir  Isaac,  Bart. 

Coke,  T.  W 

Coke,T.  W 

Colleit,B.J 

Coltharat,  Sir  N.  C.  Bart. 
Colbumc.SirN.W.R.Bt. 
\  Cole,  Sir  Christopher  . . 

^  I  Cole,  Sir  G.  L 

Coocannon,  Luoins 

^  X  Congreve,  Sir  W.  Bt. 

Cooper,  B.  B 

Cooper,  E.  S 

Coote,  Sir  C.  H.  Bart 


Wai'eham Dorset 

Wareham. . 

Hindon     Wilts* 

Huntingdon Timmi  + 

South  w  ark    , 

Hertford Town.  • 

Glasgow  district. .  ScotlanA    - 
Naint^CromdrtyCuties  do, 
Argylo  County 

Harwich 

W  exford  County . .  Ireland 

Portsmouth Hantt  * 

Northampton    Countg 

Armagh  County  ..Ireland 

Ncnton Hante 

Derby Counlu 

Derby Toon 

Lancaster, . 

Stamford Linmln  f 

York  City 

Southampton Hanti  f 

Buckingham TWnf 

Eincoln County 

Cambridge Soroagh  f 

Dunwich   Suffolk  { 

StaQ'ord     Tou 

Carrickfei^s     . .  .Ireland 

Wenlock Salop 

Grantham     Lim 

Castle  Rising Nmfolkif 

Kilkenny  Comi^.  ,2re/iiiiDl  f 

Newton     Laneaiter 

I^eitrim  County    . .  Ireland  \ 

Edinbui^h     County 

Canterbury, . .   .,.. ,  .City  ' 

Newark  Nottt. 

Aldborough York  \ 

Montgomery   Town  \ 

Ludlow  "  " 

Do.. 


Weobly nerefard 

Evesham Warceiter 

Rycgate Surry 

Ilchcater Someriet 

Norfolk County 

Derby   Town 

Cashell Ireland 

Cork    ,.. City. .da 

Thetford Norfolk 

Glamorgan    County 

Fermanagh  Coanty/refeni/ 
Winchelsea   ,.„^.  Suitex 

Plymontii i>eiwn 

Gloucester City 

SUgo  County   ....Ireland 
Queen's  County  .... 
X2 
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+  J  Coplej,  Sir  J.  S Ashbiirton Devon 

Corbett.  Panton Shiewsburj     Saiop  ^; 

Cotterell.SirJ.  G.  Bart,.  Hereford    Counts 

t  I  Courlenay,  T.  P lofness   Deton 

I  I  Courtenay,  Williaiu  . .  .  Exeter  City rfo     +  + 

SCivitiitk,  Sheldon Camelford Coiama'l] 

f  I  Cranborne,  Viioount  . .  Hereford Touiii 

Crawley.  Samuel HonttoQ Devon 

Creevey, Thomas Appleby  , . .  .Wutmorlaud 

t  Cripps.  Joseph     Cireactfster ....  Glouceiter     \  + 

tCroter,J.W Bodmin   Coraieali 

*  Crorapton,  S Retford   NolU. " 

Croabie,  James   Kerry  CoDDtj  ....  Ireland 

I  CulTe. James Ttalee    .■■■■■ da 

Cummin);,  George Fodrose  district .  Scotlaiut 

Cnrleis,  E.  J Sussex   CoiaUii*  f'i 

Curtis.  Sir  Wm.  Bart.  ..  London Ci/}/    + 

Curwen,  J.  C Cumbertand Cewtty 

Curzon,  Hon.  R Clitbero Lancaiter     t 

^  J  Cast,  Hon.  E Grantham  ..  .Litieolnihiref\f 

S  +  Gust,  Hon.  P.  F Houiton Devon 


^  Dalrjmple,  3.  A. 
Daly,  James  .... 
Davenport,  D 

•  ^Davics,  T.  H..,. 

+  Davis.  R.H 

I  Dawkins,  James 
t  Dawkins,  Henry 
[Dawson,  G,  R... 

Datvson,  J.  H.  M. 

•  De  Crespigny,  Sir  W.  Brt 
Deerhnrst,  Viscount   

•  Dcnnison,  W.J 

•  Demnnn,  Thomas   

Pent.  John   

DickensoD.  Wm 

Dubro,M^JB,  C. 

Divett,  TWllna 

f  Dodson,  J 

Domville,  Sir  C 

Don,  Sir  Alexander  .... 

Dooj^laB,  John 

+  Douglas,  W.  E.K 

t  Doveton,  Gab 

t  t  Dowdeawell,  Jas.  E.  . , 
t  Dnwnie,  Robert  .'. 

+  Drummond,  Home  , , . , 
t  Dnimmond,  James 

Drake,  T.T 

§Drafce,  W.  T 

DuBdale,  D.  S 

t  Dunally,  Lord 

■  Duncaunon,  Viscount.. . . 

Duocomb,  Charles 

t  Ouncomb,  Wm.  . . ., 

Dundas,  Charles 

'  Dundas,  Hon.  Thomas  . . 

\  Dundas,  Bight  Hon.  W. 

^  Dnutop,  James    


Appleby  ....  Westmorland 
Galway  County   .  .Ireliind 

Cheater Covnii/ 

Worcester City 

Bristol    do 

Hasting's    Siatex 

Boronghbridge     . York 

Londonderry Citt/ 

Clonmell Ireland 

Southampton Hants 

Worcester Cil^ 

Surrey    Counii/ 

Nottingham Town 

Poole Dorael 

Somerset    Coieiti/ 

Wiodsor Berki 

Gallon   Svriey 

Rye Suaex 

BoBsiney      Cornwalt 

Roxburg  County,  Scotland 

Minebead Somerset 

Dumfries  district,  iScof'anrf 

Lancaster    Tomn 

Tewkesbury  .  .Oloucetti 
Stirling  district .  .Scotland 
Slirl ins  County  .... 

Perth  County   

Amerabam Sucks 

Do 

Warwick Cotaity 

Oakbamptoo Deean 

Mallou York 

Newport Hanti 

Grimsby  . , ,  .Lineolttskire 

Berks Count]/ 

Richmond ....York 

Ediaburgb dtg 

Kirkcudbright  Ca.ScotlanA 


t 
ttt 


TDith  Votes  J  ^c.  of  every  Member. 


the 

fl,f,,l.,k 

Margin 

f         4.  Hastnor,  Viscount  . . 

.  Hereford 

C.V; 

•  c  •  EbriDElon,  Viscoant  . . 

.  TaTislock   .... 

...Devoi 

'  15 

Edwards,  Hon.  E.  H.. 

.  Bletchingley . . . 

i-  p  t  Eserton,  Wilbrahara . . 

.  Chester  -. 

.  County 

iify'   > 

I  p  f  Eliot,  Hon.  W 

.  Comiml 

i 

'  c  •  Ellice,  Edward   

.  Coventry     .... 

Citff 

•  17  M 

[e      ElUs,C.  R 

.  Seaford 

...Siissta 

It     f 

•2'*      ' 

|-  p     i  Ellis,  Thorn BH  

.  Dublin   

....  at, 

1-  e  t  Ellison,  Cuthbert    .... 

.  Newcastle  on  Tyne 

-t 

t  Ennismore,  Viscount.. 

.  Cork  County    . 

..Irflam 

.  Devizes    

.  St.  Ives Cornvall 

■i           * 

ttt 

I"  e     E*elyn,  Lyndon 

h  p      Fairlie.  Sir  W.  C.  Bart. 

.  Leominster  ... 

Hereford 

• 

|-  p      Fane,  John 

.  Oxford 

..ComUy 

•1»     f     ,■ 

*  No.  1  i. 

fp     4.Fane,J.T 

Lyme  Begi»  . . . 

..Deriet 

f+           t 
2          • 

1  c      Farqnliaraon,  A 

,  £igin,Banff,&c.riiHt.^rol/rf 

*  No.  23 

'  c      Farrand,  Robert 

Hedon  

..,.Yorl 

•  6 

hp  +  Fellows,W.H 

. .  Count u 

1* 

•c  •  Ferguson,  Sir  R.  C.   .. 

.  Dysart.Sic.district,S'corin( 

•  31 

I"  B      Fetheretone,  Sir  G.  Bar 

Longford  Connt 

..Irelam 

p     Fife,  Earl  of   

.  BamH County.. 

.Srollam 

•  t     ^FitZRCi  aid  .Right  Hon.  M,  Kerry  County  . 

..Irdan, 

lFilzgerald,BightHon.W.  Clflf*  Connty  . 

do 

'  t  *  Fitzgerald.  Lord  W.  C. 

.  Kjidave  Comity 

•  7 

t«     IFitzgibbon.  Hon.  R.. 

.  Limerick  County     ....do 

•  No.  34 

^t'k  Fitiroy,  Lord  C 

.  Thetford  

NorfoU 

•  «■     » 

•  8  M 

e      Pilzroy.  Lord  J 

•  No  31 

U      Flemiog.John 

Hampshire    ...     ' 

..County 

m  +  '■ 

•  No.  30 

if     Fleiainp,  John 

.  Salfash 

Corttvml 

ti-i     ' 

•  No.  30 

Foley,  J.  H.  H . 

Droilwich      . . . 

Voreeita 

■  4 

•  Folkestone,  Viscount. , . 

Salisbury  

....City 

•   12 

i        Forb'es,  Charles 

Malmshury 

. . .  Wih> 

■  3 

U  t  t  ^  Forbes,  Viscount  . . . 

Longford  County 

..Ire  fan, 

/+ 

•  No,  a 

Forde,  Matthew 

Down  County  . 

rf< 

Forrester.F 

Wenlock 

...Salop 

■t  +t 

fp     Fox,G.L 

Beverley  

•  No.  1 

c  •  Frankland,  Robert 

r/( 

'  NU.27M1 

\  r  t  I  Frpcmuntle,  Win 

Buckingham  .. 

...Touv 

t+  + 

Roscommon  Co. 

. .  Irehm 

2 

-p     1  GascoipiB,  Isaac     ,., 

.  Liverpool   . . ,  .Zancaihirc 

t     t 

*  No.lI&SO 

«  •  Gagkell.B 

'  S  M 

■pt  IGifford.SirR. 

Eye   

..Suffolk 

-  r  t  +  + 1 

p  t  Gilbert,  D.G 

Cornwall 

■ft  ■ 

Gipps,  George 

Ripon    

...Yorh 

t       4-  Gladstone.  John 

Woodstock  ... 

..Oxford 

■  + 

•T 

t      Glenorcby,  Viscount  . . 

Oakhampton... 

..Detoa 

'  3 

t  G«ocb,  Thomas  S 

Suffolk 

t  Gordon,Hoo.  Wra 

Aberdeen  Connty  Srol/nnrf 

A 

e  '  Gordon,  Robert 

p  +  ^  Gossett,  Wm 

Truro  

Cernwal. 

■  t 

B  t  I  Goulbonrn,  H . 

WestLooe    ... 

tt 

Gower,  Lord  F.  L. 

Blechingley  . . . 

..Surrey 

p      Grahani,  Sir  James 

....Cits 

e       Grabam,  Sandford 

Lodftcrshall    .. 

...Will 

\*W\ 

V\;\- 

\»  W 

House  qf  Commons  of  1821  and  1822, 


I      Grant,  J.  P Tavistock    Dmon 

p  +  Grant,  A.  C Lealwithiel    .  ...Cnrnwallf 

c  -j-  4-  Grant,  Rt.  Hon.  C,  ..  loveroess  County  Scotlatul 

c      Grant,F.W Elgin  Coanty    do 

t  Grant,  G.  M Sutherland  Cnnnty do 

n    '  Grattan,  James Wicklow  Coanty  .  Ireland 

J  Graves,  Lord Milbome  Port  .  .Somerset 

e       Grenfell,  Paxcoe Penryn Cornwalli 

P  +  HGrerille,  Sir  C.  J....    Warwick 7'oiDn  + 

!       Griffitli,  J,  W Denbigh    , 

GroRsett,  J.  R Chippenbain   Wilu 

Grosvenor,  Hon.  R Shaftesbury Dorset 

a       Grosvenor,  E,  E.  D New  Romnej   Kent 

§  Grosvenor,  Thomas Chester City 

t  '  Gnise,  Sir  B.  W.  Bart.  . .  Gloucester County 

I       Gurney,  Hudson Newton   Hanli 

Gurney,  R.  Hanbnry.,, ,  Norwich dl^ 


•  Haldimand,  Wm 

c       Hamilton,  Lord  A 

c      Hamilton,  Sir  H.  D 

p  t  Handley,  Henry 

c  -f  t  ^  Hardinge,  Sic  H.Bart. 

p      l\  Hart,  G.  V 

c       Hartopp,  George 

c      Harvey,  Charles 

p      §  Harvey,  Sir  Eliab  Bart. 

Hawkins,  Sir  C.  Bart.  .. 
E  •  Heathcote,  J.  G 

Heathcote,  Sit  G.  Bart.. . 

Heber,R 

Heron,  Sir  R.  Bart 

HerrU,,J.C. 

p  •  Heysalc,  Wra 

c       ^  Hill,  Lord  Arthur 

p  t  tHi'l.R'KhtHon.SirG.F. 

Hill,  Rowland 

t  •  Bobhouse,  J .  Cam 

p      Hodaon,  John 

p  t  +  Hoiford.  G.P 

Holmes,  Sir  L.  T.  Bart... 

p  t  t  HolmeB,  Wm 

c  •  Honeywood,  W.  P 

I  Hope,  Hon.  Sir  A 

t  I  Hope,  Sir  W.  J 

t  *  Hornby,  E 

Horrocks,  S 

p  t  ^  Hothaon,  Lord 

e  Houldsworth.  Thomas  . , 
c      ^  Howard,  Hon.  F.  G 

Howard.  Lordn.T.H.M. 
e       Howard,  Hon.  W 

Hudson,  Harrinton 

e      I  Hughes,  W.L 

HuUe,  Sir  C.  Bart 

c  •  Hume,  Joseph 

B  •  Hnrst,  Robert 

e  •\  X  HaskissoD,  Rt.  Hon.W. 
e  '  HntcbinsDii,  Hon.  C.  H. . 

Hjde,  John 


Tpswich  Suffolk 

Lanark  Connty  .  .Scotland 
Jedburgh,  &c.  district,  .do 

HeyleBbnry     Wilu 

Durham City 

Donegal  Coanty . .  Ireh 

Dundalfc    

Carlow  Town    do 

Essex Coanli 

St.  Itcb Cornwa) 

Boston Lincoln 

Rutland County 

Oxford     Unitersily 

Peterborongh     , . . ,  City 

Harwich Ester 

Sudhory Suffolk 

Down  Connty Ireland 

Londonderry  City     ....do 

Salop County 

Westminster City 

Wigan    Lanauhire 

Qucenboro    Sent 

Newport ,  Hanti 

Bishop's  Castle  ....Salop 

Kent  County 

Linlithgow  Connt.Sroi/and 

Dumfries  County do 

Preston Lancashire 

Do 

Leominster   . .  ..Hei-eford 

Pontefract    York 

Castle  Rising. . . .  Norfolk 

Steyning Siukj 

Murpcth ,  Northumberland 

HelsloijB   Cormvall  f 

Wallingford    Berkt 

West  Looe  ....  Cornwall 
Aberdeen,  «ic.  dist.Scotld. 


Liverpool ,  L«ncarter|t 

Cork  City Ireland' 

Youghatl  do 


*  No,  27 

*  12  Aitf 

'  7W 


No.  1 
'*  11 

'  12 


with  Votet,  ^e.  of  every  Member. 


James.  William Cflrlisle .fHiu  " 

t  IJcnkinsoii,  Hon.  C.  C. .  East  Grinslead. . .  .*umi  f 

Jervoiae,  G.  P Hampshire    Count}/  * 

InDes,  Sir  H.  Bart Kirltwall.&c.dist.  &'Dl2anr/ 

X  loncs,  John   GrampouDd VomwaU  M 

Jocelyn,  Hon.  J Loath  County Ireland    \ 

*  ^Johnstone,  W.A.......  BosIod LineolniMif 

4Joliffe,  Hjlton Petersfield Hants] 

Jones,  John Camiarthen Town   I 

+  Irving,  John Bramtier Susiex  t 

+  Kech,G.A.  L... 
Kennedy.T.  F..  ,  . 

Kerr,  B AtUone Ireland 

^  King,  Colonel, .........  Sligo  County 

Kins.  Sir  J.  D.  Bart. Wycombe Svckii 

KiD§;sboro,  Viscouol, .    ,  Cork  Con Dty   ....Ireland 

t  Kinnersley,  W,  S Newcastle ag/fori/ t|t|  I 

f  Knatchbull,  SirE.  Bart. .  Kent ..CWtt^ftb  I 

Knox,  Hon,  T Dungaoaoa Ireland  f 


Lamb,  Hon.  G 

Lamb,  Hon.  W 

•  LambloD,  J.  G 

•  Langston,  J.  H 

+  Laacelles,  W.  S 

Latouthe,  Robert    

•  Lawley,  Frank    

Leake,  Wm 

\  Legge,  Hon.  H 

Leg'ii,  Thomas 

Lei);h,  Francis 

•  Leigh,  Jafl.    H 

•  Lemon,  Sir  W.  Bart 

•  Lennard,  T.  B 

t  Lennox,  Lord  J.  G 

Leslie,  E.P 

Lester,  B.L 

Leihbridge,  Sir  T.  Bart. . 
tt  Lewis,  T.F 

Lewis,  Wyndhftm 

Lej'Cester,  Ralph     

\  Ijndsay,  Hon.  H 

Lindsay,  Lord , 

Littlelon,  B.J 

^Llojd,  J.  M 

Lloyd,  SirKP.Bart.... 

Loyd,  Samuel  Jones  .... 

Lockhart,  J.  J 

Lockliart,W  E 

t  I  Long,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C. 

Lopes,  Sir  M.  M.  Bart . . 

^  Lovaine,  Lord 

+  ^ILowthcr.  Hon.  H.  C. 

t  4-  Lowther,  John 

t  iLowther,  J.  H 

f  4-  Lowther,  Vlflcoont . ,    . 

iiDcy,  Geoige 

t  I  Lnahington,  S.  R 

LnshiDgtoB,  Doctor  8. . . . 


Dungarron Ireland 

Hertford County 

Durham Coimti/ 

WoDdslock   0;rfortl 

Northallerton York 

Kildare  County  ..Ireland 

Warwick Cauniy 

Mnlmcahury   Willi 

Banbury    Ox/orit 

Newton Lantaikire 

New  Ross    

Winchester  ,  .Citi/ 

Cornwall   Cmrnti 

Ipswich Sttff'uh 

Chichester  City. ..  Satiex 
Monat;haD  County, /rBland 

Poole Dartet 

Somerset    Covniy 

Beaumaria WaUi 

Cardiff 

Shafle.ibnry Dortet 

Per1h,DuDdee,^c.dist.Swt. 

WiKan Layuaster 

Stafford Counij 

New  Shoreham ....  Smsex 

Flint  Town Wales 

Hythe    Kent 

Oxford   Citij 

Selkirk  Co nnty  ..Seatland 
Haslcmere    .... 

Westbury    Wilis 

Beralatonc Devon 

Westmoreland...  County 

Cumberland do. 

Cockermonth,  Catnbrrland 

Westmoreland Count' 

Fowey    Comtoal 

Canterbnry    City 

Ilchester .Somiriii 


+u 
+rM  i 

r\ 
*H 

+1  I 

+ 
+1  I 

■1',  ,  ,  , 

+  +  + 1 
+M  I 


iti+H+h 
+ 

kt  t + 
+  2 1 


•  5  R 

•  No.  11  R 
'  10  in 

•  No26&;2Jil 


'  No.  30  £ 
'  6 
'  21 

'No.  7 

'  3 

•  5  i 

•15AW 

*  No.  30 


•  5LM 


Houte  of  Commotu  of  1&21  and  1822, 


■(■  p  t  LnttreU,  J,  F Mineliead Somerset 

t         ^Lygon,  Hon.  H.  B Worceater CoiuUyt  ^' 


"  Maberlej,  John    

•  ^Maberley,  W.  L 

•  Macdonald,  JemcB 

Macdonald,  R.  G 

•  Macintosh,  Sir  Jaa.  Bart. 
Mackenzie,  Thomat,  jun. 
\  MGNaghten.E.  A  .... 

Maciiueen,  T.  P 

MadockB.  W.  A. 

Magennia,  Rd 

^Mahon,  Hon.  S 

t  ^  4-  MaonerB,  Lord  R. . . . 

f  Manners,  Lord  C.  S,  . . 

4-  Manning.  Wm 

t  Manslield,  John 

Af  arjoribanks,  S 

JUarjoribanka,  Sir  J.  Bart. 

4  Markham,  AdmiraJ  — 

Marryalt.  Jos 

'  Martin,  James 

t  Martin,  Richard 

t  I  Martin,  Sir  T.  B 

IManle,  Hon.  W.  R.... 

•  Maxwell,  John    

Maxwell,J.W 

Maxwell,  Sir  W.  Bart.  . . 

Milbosk,  Mark   

MiJdmay.P.  St.  John,,.. 

t  MileB.P.  J 

Mills,  Charles    

•  Milton,  Viscount 

Mitchell,  John 

■  Monk,J.B 

Money,  W.T 

Monteiih,  H 

1  Montgomery,  James... 
^  Montgomery,  Sir  J.Bart. 

•  Moore,  Peter  . . . , 

Morgan.  Sir  C,  Bart.    . , . 
^MorRan,G.G 

t  i  MorJand,  Sir  S.  B.  Bart. 

MoBlyn,  Sir  Thoa.  Bart. . 

4-  Monntcharles,  Earl , . . . 

Munday,  Fr$ 

■(-  \  Munday,  George 

Muagrave,  Sir  P.  Bart,  . . 

t  I  Neale,  Sir  H.  B  

Neville.  Hon.  R 

•  Newman,  R.  W 

•  Newport.Rt  Hon.SirJ.Brt. 

Newry,  Viscount 

t  Nichol. Right  Hon.StrJ. 

+  I  Nifhtiogale,  S.  M 

Noel.  SirG.  N.  Bart 

t  jNolan.Mirhael 

Normaohy,  Viscount  , , . 


Abingdon    Berlu 

Northampton Tovm 

Cable    Willi 

PI jmpton   Devon 

Knaresboro' I'orft 

Ross  County  . . .  .Scotland 

Orford   Suffolk 

Eaallooe Cornwall  \ 

Chippenham    Wilts  * 

Enniskellen Ireland  t 

RoECommou CoDoty  ..do. 

Leicester    Cotinty 

Cambridge   do, 

Lymington Hanli 

Uicester Town 

Hjlhe    Kent 

Berwick  County . .  Scoilmid 

Portamoath    Hanta 

Sandwich Kent 

Tewlteabury    .  .Gloucester 
Galwav  Coooty  . .  IrehmH 

Plvmoulh   Devon  f 

Forfar  County  ..Scotlimd 

Renfrew  County do. 

Don^patrick    Ireland 

Wigtown  County, pScol/anrf 

Camelford ComwaU 

Winchester    City 

Westbury    Willa 

Warwick Town  \ 

York Counts 

Kirigatoiuon-Hull  . .  York  ^ 

Reading JScrku 

St.  Michaels Cornwall  ^ 

Selkirk,  Sic.dislricl.SntiU 

Ayr  County     Scotland 

Peebles  County do. 

Coventry    City ' 

Monmouth    ,  County 

Brecon    Wales  t 

St.  Mawca Cornwall 

Flint  County Walei 

Donegal  County . .  Ireland  f 

Derby    County 

Borooghbridge York 

Peterafield Hants 


Lyminglon HanU 

Berks CoHRtii 

Exeter  City Devon 

Waterford  City   . .  Ireland 

Newry  City do. 

Bedwin   Wilt, 

%E   Su 

Rutland County 

Barnstaple Devon 

Higha[uFerien,A'arM((mpi 


with  Votes,  ^c  of  every  Member. 


NDrthej,  W Newport.., Cornwall 

I  NugcDt,  SirG Buckingham    Town 

'  Nugent,  Lord Ajlesbur j Bucks 


O'Brien,  Sir  E.  Bart.,., 

•  O'Callaghan, James  ... 
^  O'Grady,  Standish  ... 
I  O'Neil,  Hod.  J.  R.  ... 

t  Oniinanej,Sit  F.M 

X  Onslow,  Arlhnr    ..... 

•  Ord.  Wm 

Osbome,  Lord  F.  G.   ... 

t  I  Osborne,  Sir  Jolin,  Bait. 

Owen,  Sir  John,  Bart 

Oxmantown,  Lord 

1  Paget,  Hon.  B 

t  Pafiet,  Hon.  Sir  C 

i  Pakenham,  Hon.  R 

Palk.  Sir  L.V.Bart 

^  Palmer,  Cbarles 

•  Palmer,  C.  F 

t  I  Palmerston,  Lord    . . . 

•  Pares,  Tbomas    

Parnell,  Sir  H.  Bart 

+  Paxton,  SirW.  G.  Bart., 
t  Pearse,  John   

I  Pechell,  Sir  T.  B.  Bart. 

IPeel,  Riglit  Hon.  R.... 

+  Peel,  W.  Yates  

•  Peirse,H 

Pelbani,  Hon,  C.  A 

Pelkam,J.  C, 

I  \.  PeUcw,  Hon.  P.  B.  . . 
IPeonanl,  G.H.  D 

+  Penmdocke,  J.  H 

+  Percy,  Hon.  H 

\S  Percy,  Hon.  W.  H... 
+  I  Phillimore,  Joseph  .... 
"  Phillips,  George,  sen 

•  Phillips,  G.  R 

t  1  Phipps.  Hon.  E 

+  Pitt,  Joseph 

t  Pitt,  Wm.M 

Plummer.  John 

I  Plunkett,  Rt  Hon.W,  C. 

Pole,  Sir  Peter,  Bart 

Pollen,  Sir  John,  Bart.  , . 
PollingtOD,  Vtsconnt  .... 
§  Ponsonby,  Hon.  F.  C. . . 

Porcker,H. 

Portraan.E.  B 

Powell,  W.E 

Power,  Richard 

Powlet,  Hon.  W.J.  F... 

Poynt=,  M. 

Prendergast,  M.  G 

•  Price,  Robert 

Price,  Richard   

£  Pringle,  Sir  W.  H 

Vthtiej  Hoa.  P.  A 


Clare  CoQotj   Ireland 

Tregonj CorMcalt 

Limerick  Connty,  Ireland  1 

ADtrim  County    do.  ^ 

Barnstaple Denon  -j 

Guildford Surrei/  j 

Morpeth,  Northamberiatik 

Cambridge    Comtiv 

Wifctown,  &c.  dist . .  Scotfd  i 
Pembroke  County,.  (Va/ei 
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t  p      Thyime,  Lord  Jitlin 
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Londonderry  ComAy, Ircid 
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Maiden    Eiiex 

Bridport Dorset 
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H  addin^on  County ,  Seotld 

Scarborough    For* 

Penryn Cornivalt 

Kingston-on-Hull   ..York 

Dublin  County.. 

Bedford t'oiuKjM 

WellsCiQ Somert^t 

East  Looe Cornwall  t   ] 

Windsor Berlu\\ 

Durham City 

GreatGrimsby    ,.Linci>(n'\ 

Callington Cornuja//tk 

Bath  City   Somerset  f\ 

Knaresboro York 

Kings  Lynn Norfolk  *\ 

Tamworth   Stafford 

Whitchurch    Han/*t- 

Helatone Canaoail 

Cornwall   County 

Cambridge T01P11  + 

WellaCity Somerietf\ 

Sudbury  Suff'olkH 

BrJdgewater  . . .  .Somertel    \ 
Wootton  Basset Wilts-) 
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f  c       S  Upton,  Hon.  A.  F Bury  St.  Edmunds  Sufolh 

pt  Ure,  Maslerlou    Weymouth    Dorset 

t  ^  Uxbridge,  Earl Anglesea  County  . .  Wahi 

+  p       Valletort,  Viaconnt     ....  Fowey    Cornwall 

t  P  t  t  VaoBittart,  Nicholas .  . .  Harwich Eusk 

+  Vaughan,  Sir  R.  W.  Bart  Merioneth  County. .  Wale 

+  e  t  Vernon,  G.  G,  V Litchfield  City 

4           I  Villiera.RightHou.J.C.  Qucenborough   .....Kent 
f  p      J  Vivian,  Sir  B.  H Troro Commali 

+  Walker,  Joshua Aldeburgh 

«e       Wall,C.B. Guildford   Siirry 

i  p  f  I  Wallace,  Rt  Hon.  T. , .  Weymouth Doreet 

e  t  Ward,  Hon.  J.  W Bossiney    Cornwall 

t  p  t  t  Ward,  Robert Hulemere Sttrry 

f  t  Warren,  Charles Doichester TomV 
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■f  p  ^  WellB,  J 
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+  P  t  ^  Wemjs.J 

t  p      Weatcnra.  Hon.  H.  B 

•  c      Western,  C.C 
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•  c  •  Whitbread,  S.  C 
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•  e      White,Luke 

White,   

t  p      Whitmore,  Thomas 

"  e  •  Whitmore,  Wm.  Wolr... 
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t  Wilberforce.  Wm 

+  p  t  Wilbraham.  E.  B 

t  p      Wildman.  J.  B 

•  Wilkins,  Walter 

Williams,  John   
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Williams.  Robert 

Wllliama,  Sir  Robt.  Bart. 

■  c      Williams,  T.  P 

•  •  Williams,  Wm 

Willoughby,  H 

t  e  t  I  Wilmot.R.J 

Wilson,  W.  W.  C 

+  p      Wilson,  Sir  H.  W 

•  c  •  Wilson,  Sir  R.  T 

■f  p  -}■  Wilson,  Thomas 

a  Winnington,  Sir  T.  Bart. 

t  p  t  WodehoQse,  E 

I  p      Wodehouse,  Hon.  J 

+  6  Wood,  Thomas     

•  c  *  Wood,  Matthew 

t  t  Worcester,  Marqois  of 

+  e       Wortley,  J.S 

t  I  Wrottesley.  H 

t  p      Wjndham,  Wadham. . . . 

Wynne,  Owen 

t  c       t  Wynne,  Cbas.  W.  W. 

c      1  Wynne,  Sir  W.  W.  Brt. 
"  c  •  Wyrill,  M 
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Sandwii-h Keat 

King's  Lynn    Nmfotk 

.  Taunton Devon 

Gloucester ^''y 

.  Maidstone    Ktni 

,  Ennia Ireland 

FifeConuty   Scotlmiit 

Monagban  County,  /re/nrft] 

Essex     Cotmty 

Oxford    Ctiij- 

Beverley   York 

Middlesex    County 

Bedford    Tavm 

Leil rim  County  ..Inland 
Dublin      do.     ... 
Bridgcnorlh     . .  . 

Do 

Lestwitliiel     ...  .Cornwall 
Wexfnrd  Town    ..Ireland 

Bramber    Sussex 

Dover Kent 

Colchester   Estex 

Radnor  County  . . .   Wales 

Lincoln   City 

Marlow    Bucks 

Dorchester To 

Carnarvon  County    Wales 

Marlow   BueAt 

Weymouth    Der$et 

Newark    Notu  t 

Newcastle Siaffh 

CockermoDlb   . .  Cumblnd 

St  Albana Uerlford 

Soutbwark Surnj 

London   City 

Worcester County 

Norfolk do 

Marlboro Wilt 

Brecon  County Walei 

London Cily 

Monmouth Tmcn 

York County 

Bracklcy  . .  .Noilhnmpton 

Salisbury  City 

Sligo  Town Ireland 

Montgomery  Co.   . .  Wales 

Denbigh  County  . 

York  City 
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lolSSlby  IheNuaeofBeaadump,  Lord  .  .Raw  Earl  of  Ysrmoulh. 


Bailer,  Hon.  CH..  . 

Cocks,  Bon.  J.S 

FyDM,  Henry 

Hare,  Hon.  Richard. 
Nndimm,  Hon.  F .  .  . 
TpEople,  Earl 


Hod.  C.  H.  Butler  Clarke. 
TiBcount  Eastnor. 
Henry  FjQfs  Clinton, 
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1,  Viscount . , 
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Farrand,  Robert 
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Fh^T,  Lord  C 

Folej.J.H.H 

Pollcestone,  Viscount . . 
Porte«,C 


Gaakell,  B 
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Grant,J.P 
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Heron,  Sir  R 

Hill.LordA 

Hobhonxe,  J.  C 
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t«r.  B.l,     
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Ri«.T.S .*    ....    ,    .    .       . 

.     .        ..     ..... 

Ridley.  Sir  M.  W .         .       . 

Rohartf,A.W ,.    .*,    . 

RQbarta,  G.J .«.>    ,         k.. 

jGbiiiibn,  Sir  George .....       .,.,.,..,.. 
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Russell,  Lord  John 
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.* 
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Titcbfield.  Marquis 

'  :"  '.'•  • 

W«rre,J8».A . 

, 

Western,  C.C 
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pT  By  the  precedintc  Summtiry  It  will  be  Been  tbat  out  of  those  Memtwn  relgrned  ftm 
placet  witb  open  and  fair  EiFCtioii,  there  is  a.  majority  in  favor  of  Ibe  lulemt  of  Ibe  People 
of  more  than  2  to  1 — but  which  majority  ii  home  down  by  the  orerwhelmiug  force  oflfce 
Ibl  Voles  returned  by  the  influence  of  as  few  iodiTidasla  ! !  i 

llie  population  uf  all  (he  Boroughs  in  Cornwall  coUectivdy,  i«  not  equal  totbtgat'^ 
tion  of  the  Town  of  Notlingham. 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 


VATICAN    PALACE; 


WITH 


AN  HISTORICAL   INTRODUCTION, 

/ 

ILLUSTRATED  BY  LETTERS  OF  DISTINGUISHED    CONTEMPORA- 
RIES, NOTES,  AND  FAC-SIMILES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  «HISTORIA  BRITTONUM." 


ORIGINAL. 


LONDON: 

1823 

VOL.  XXI.  Pam.     '         NO.  XLII. 


%  .      *-  •• 


preface:. 


Original  letters  of  eminent  persons,  whether  we  consider 
them  as  calculated  to  edify,  by  the  display  of  sagacity  and  talent; 
as  illustrating  manners;  or  as  delighting  by  their  ease  and  plea- 
santry, have  ever  been  highly  and  deservedly  esteemed.  As  com- 
positions, we  may  class  them  among  the  most  faithful  records  of 
the  human  mind  ;  may  respect  them  for  their  tendency  to  promote 
accurate  investigation  in  history,  manners,  science  and  civilisation, 
and,  from  the  virtues  they  delineate,  and  the  failings  they  disclose, 
may  derive  lessons  of  practical  wisdom ;  and  when  no  injury  is 
done  either  to  the  feelings  or  interests  of  the  living,  the  production 
of  them  is  allied  to  those  honorable  pursuits,  by  which  society  is 
enlightened  and  bdortied.  Among  these,  regill  letters  relating  to 
private  life,  are  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and  though  like  those  now 
offered  to  the  public,  they  may  at  fu'st  sight  appear  more  curious, 
than  important,  yet  curiosity  seems  to  rise  with  the  rank  of  the 
writer,  and  if  he  has  acted  a  Conspicuous  part  in  the  public  trans- 
actions of  an  eventful  period,  ^^  are  more  than  commonly  anxious 
to  be  admitted  behind  the  scenes,  where  he  is  viewed  without  dis* 
guise  :  it  is  in  this  undress  of  mind  that  our  Henry  VIII.  is  now 
to  appear  before  us.  Had  we  to  estimate  the  character  of  this  Po- 
tentate by  these!  letters  only,  his  nable  nlight  hiiYfe  descended  to 
posterity  without  reproach.  At  the  lime  they  were  written,  he  had 
not  attained  those  years  when,  in  tempers  contumacious  by  nature 
and  rendered  inflexible  by  indulgence,  tenderness  and  delicacy  are 
supplanted  by  gross  and  selfish  propensities.  To  unrestrained 
passions  Henry  was  not  yet  the  slave ;  in  a  more  advanced  period, 
when  swayed  by  their  despotism,  he  would  not  have  endured  those 
obstacles  which  the  intrigues  of  his  nephew  the  Emperor,  or  the 
want  of  firmness  in  the  Roman  Pontiff,  so  perpetually  opposed  to 
the.  completion  of  his  wishes,  in  which  these  letters  are  impli-^ 
cated. 
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That  Hcnrj  at  first  sought  Anna  Boleyn  with  dishonorable  in^ 
tentions,  is  a  slander  clearly  disproved  by  the  tenour  of  this  corre- 
spondence. If  there  are  a  few  expressions  '  which  happily  we 
cannot  tolerate,  they  are  assignable  to  the  defective  manners  of  an 
age  when  females  were  occasionally  subjected  to  humiliating  allu- 
sions ;  for  mental  cultivation  and  polished  reserve  had  not  yet  pro- 
duced that  modest  and  correct  demeanor,  whose  gentle  influence 
has  chastised  the  rude  advances  of  the  opposite  sex,  and  secured 
for  themselves  that  distinguished  rank  in  society  they  now  so  de- 
servedly possess. 

When  the  editor  first  saw  these  letters  in  the  library  of  the  Va- 
tican palace,  he  was  not  awar^  they  had  ever  been  published  in 
this  country ;  and  regarding  them  as  a  literary  curiosity,  by  favor 
of  the  Prefect  obtained  copies  of  them. 

How  or  when  they  were  first  there  deposited,  is  still  to  be  as- 
certained. They  make  a  part  of  the  '' Codices  Vaticani"  (No. 
3731)  or  that  division  which  originally  formed  the  basis  of  the  li- 
brary, together  with  the  augmentations  of  successive  Pontifi^s ;  in- 
dependent of  those  alien  addition^,  introduced  during  the  two  last 
centuries,  and  to  which  this  stupendous  collection  owes  much  of 
its  importance*  Among  the  earliest  notices  remaining,  the  follow- 
ing passage  has  been  supposed  to  refer  to  them.  Cardinal  Cam-" 
P^gioi — ^*  thus  ^  dismissed  and  rewarded,  was  conducted  honor- 

'  '  Bat  there  was  a  g^ssness  in  the  manners  of  those  times,  ivhich  we 
must  carry  along  with  us  in  all  our  inquiries  into  them.  The  actions  of 
men  were  perhaps  moire  restrained  than  they  are  now,  their  tpngues  were 
oertaioly  more  licentious ;  aqd  Henry,  who  bad  no  idea  of  delicaqy  him- 
scir,  was  less  offended  than  might  be  imagined  at  the  gross  indelicacy  o|[ 
others.  While  the  affairs  of  the  court  of  Kome  were  depending  the  emis- 
saries of  the  popish  party  allonicd  themselves  nnbridled  licence  in  £nf^- 
laad : — we  are  amazed  that  such  a  prince  as  Henry  could  bear  to  be  told 
in  his  own  chapel.  Mhat  unless  he  restored  religion,  dogs  should  lick,  his 
blood,  as  they  bad  licked  the  blood  of  Ahab/  (Gilpin's  Life  of  Cranmer.) 
Skelton,  however,  for  his  buffooneries  in  the  pulpit  and  his  satirical  ballads 
against  the  Mendicants,  was  severely  censured,  and  perhaps  suspended. 
(Works,  p.  200-^and  202.)  Neither  is  Ibis  passage  intended  to  convey 
censure  on  our  fair  countrywomen  of  the  16th  century.  Females  may 
gradually  inflnencc,  but  unsupported,  cannot  at  onco,  change  the  long  cs- 
tablisbed  system  of  social  manners.  And  what  opinion  are  ^e  to  form  of 
men,  even  those  of  high  rank,  who  in  private  lire  could  accustom  their 
wives  and  daughters  to  find  amusement  in  the  uiicbastised  licentiousness  of 
the  domestic  fool — or  in  public,  even  in  a  reign  comparative!)^  polished, 
eoald  allow  them  to  frequent  bull  and  hear  baitings,  or  to  attend  scenic 
representations,  which  in  our  age  would  not  be  endured  by  the  very  po- 
ptilace  ?  (For  a  specimen  of  the  'entertainments,  of  which  our  maiden 
queen  sat  as  a  spectatress  in  the  earlier  part  of  her  reigu,*  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  note  in  the  introduction  to  the  '  Taming  of  a  Shrew.*  John- 
sen  and  Stevens's  edition,  V.d.  p.  406.  1778.) 
^  llie  ground  of  this  quotation  from  Herbert  is  taken  from  Hall :  (foU 
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ably  to  the  tea  side,  ^here  he  expected  only  a  fair  wind.  But 
ivhen  he  came  to  take  ship,  the  searchers,  upon  pretence  he  car« 
ried  cither  money  or  letters  from  £ng1and  to  Rome,  ransacked  all 
bis  coffers,  bags,  and  papers ;  not  without  hope,  certainly,  to  re- 
cover that  decretal  bull  our  king  so  much  longed  for.  1  find  also 
(by  some  relation)  that  divers  love-letters  betwixt  our  king  and 
Mistress  Boleyn,  being  conveyed  out  of  the  kings  cabinet,  were 
Bought  for,  though  in  vain,  they  having  been  formerly  sent  to 
Rome."  (Herbert,  \59Q,  Life  of  Henry  VIII.)  About  the  time 
Herbert^s  history  was  written,  we  el&ewhere  hear  of  their  be- 
ing in  their  present  situation.  ^^  The  papist  tells  us  that  Cardinal 
Campegius,  sent  over  before  him  some  amatorious  letters,  which 
passed  written  with  the  king's  own  hand,  betwixt  him  and  bis  dear 
Aan,  as  he  termed  her.  These  are  said  to  import  more  familiarity 
than  chastity  between  them,  and  are  carefully  kept,  and  solemnly 
shewn  in  the  Vatican  to  strangers,  especially  of  the  English  nation, 
though  some  suspect  them  to  be  forged.  Fcur  though  the  king  had 
wantonness  to  write  such  letters,  yet  Anna  Boleu  had  wit  and 
wariness  too  much  to  part  with  them  : — in  a  word,  so  cunning  was 
she  in  her  chastity,  that  the  farther  she  put  him  from  her,  the  nearer 
she  fastened  his  affections  unto  her/'  (Fuller's  Church  History, 
b.  5.  p.  175.  an.  1529.) 

Previous  to  the  year  1670^  they  were  seen  by  (that  interesting 

]83.  £d.  Graftoa)  <'  And  so  he  (Campcggio)  toke  his  journey  toward  tbe 
sea  side,  where  the  kings  connsail  caused  his  chestes  and  carriages  to  be 
opened,  to  se  wbat  letters  the  cardinal  of  Yorke  had  sent  to  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  tber  wer  but  a  few  letters  found,  for  thei  were  sent  before  in 
poste.''  As  Wolsey  was  suspected  of  holding  a  secret  correspondence 
with  the  Pope,  this  was  the  most  probable  reason  of  the  search.  Here  is 
no  mention  made  of  love  letters,  which  Hall,  who  Is  exact  in  recording 
trifles,  would  not  have  omitted.  Nor  arc  they  mentioned  by  Cavendish, 
,  who  gives  an  additional  reason  for  searching  the  baggage  of  Campeggio. 
— "  It  was  told  the  king  that  Campeggio  was  departed,  and  had  greater 
treasure  with  him,  of  my  Lord  Cardinal's  of  England,  to  be  conveyed  in 
great  sums  to  Rome,  whither  they  surmised  he  would  secretly  repair  of 
this  realm ;  insomuch  that  they  caused  a  post  to  ride  after  the  Cardinal  to 
search  him,  who  overtook  him  at  Calais,  and  staid  him  until  search  was 
made,  but  there  was  found  no  more  than  was  received  of  the  king  for  a 
reward."  (Cavendish's  Life  of  Wolsey;  Grove  v.  4. p. 24.)  This  search  was 
in  all  probability,  nothing  more  than  a  matter  of  course,  as  the  servants  in 
the  suite  of  ambassadors  allowed  themselves  great  licence  in  contraband 
dealings.  That  the  luggage  of  ambassadors  may  be  searched,  Howel 
cites  an  example — "  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  sent  ambassador  to  Spain  by 
Qaeen  Elizabeth,  who  sending  complaints  home,  that  his  chests  had  bin 
searched,  the  council  sitting  thereupon,  determined  as  Camden  hath  it,  in  t 
these  words,  Legato  omnia  aequi  bonique  ferenda  dummodo  Principis  honor 
non  directe  violetur ;  an  ambassador  must  bear  all  things  patiently,  pro- 
vided that  the  honor  of  the  prince  (whom  he  serves)  be  not  directly  vio- 
lated.''   (Discourse  concerning  Precedency,  &c.  p.  191.) 
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travelling  tutor)  Lassels,  who,  speaking  of  the  literary  treasures  of 
the  Vatican,  says — *'  the  letters  of  Henry  VIII.  of  England  to 
Anne  Bolen  his  Mistresse,  then  in  his  own  hand- writing,  some  iu 
French,  but  all  amatory."     (Voyage  to  Italy,  part  2.  p.  64.) 

Burilet  in  his  visit  to  the  Vatican  (1685)  informs  us — *«  When 
it  appeared  that  I  was  come  from  England,  King  Henry  the 
VllUh's  Book  of  the  Seven  Sacraments,  with  an  inscription  written 
upon  it  with  his  own  hand,  to  Pope  Leo  the  10th,  was  shewed  me ; 
together  with  a  collection  of  some  letters  that  he  had  writ  to  Ann 
Bullen,  of  which  some  are  in  English,  and  some  in  French.  1  that 
knew  his  haiid  well,  saw  clearly  that  they  were  no  forgeries.'' 
(Travels,  Letter  4.  p.  £27.) 

Very  soon  after  the  copies  were  made  out,  the  editor  had  reason 
to  retract  the  opinion  that  they  had  not  been  published  in  this 
country ;  for  looking  over  the  catalogues  of  the  library  of  the  Cor-' 
sini  palace  he  discovered  them,  (vol.  895.  p.  71.)  under  this  title — * 
"  Extrait  d'une  brochure  imprimee  d  Londres  en  l?!^— intitul6e 
Lettres  d'amour  du  Roi  Henri  d  Anne  Boleyn;"  and  more  re- 
cently that  they  are  inserted  in  the  1st  volume  of  the  Harleian 
Miscellany. '  These  having  been  examined,  it  appears  they  are 
transcripts  from  each  other,  and  are  so  incorrect,  as  to  render  all 
apology  unnecessary  for  the  republication  of  them  in  a  more  ac- 
curate form.  The  first  was  probably  procured  by  Burnet,  M'ho 
in  168S,  got  Dr.  James  Fall  (precentor  of  York  1691,)  *'to  copy 
them  for  him.  They  were  Very  ill  wrote,  the  hand  is  scarce  legi- 
ble, and  the  French  seems  faulty.''  (Burnet,  Ref.  v.  3.  p.  4£. — Ra- 
pin,  note,  v.  1. — 785.) 

The  originals  are  pasted  on  blank  leaves,  and  are  bound  toge- 
ther, so  as  to  make  a  thin  volume  of  the  quarto  size.     Each  letter 
is  Written  on  one  side  only  of  a  sheet  of  paper,  which  is  10 J  inches' 
long  by  7i  wide,  excepting  the  8th  and  10th,  which  are  somewhat' 
larger.     When  doubled,  they  were  S|  inches  by  SJ.     They  must 
have  been  long  so  kept,  as  the  folds  are  much  worn,  and  the  comers, 
rubbed  into  holes.     From  this  mode  of  preserving  them,  each  page . 
is  trebled,  and  of  course  too  thick  to  discover  the  paper  marks' 
when  held  up  to.  the  light,  but  not  to  have  obscured  the  address, 
had  there  been  any ;  neither  are  there  any  marks  of  seals  or  wax ; 
it  may    therefore    be   concluded    they   were  sent  under  covers* 
lliey   bear  no  dates,  nor  place  whence  dispatched.     Some  are 
written  in  a  set  and  rather  formal  hand,  but  generally  loose  and 

'  This  collection  having  been  chiefly  formed  of  printed  pamphlets,  thla 
now  described  may  have  been  one  of  them,  and  is  probably  the  transcript 
by  Dr.  Fall.  There  is  a  very  good  preface,  most  likely  from  the  pen  of 
Burnet,  and  to  which  I  am  much  indebted  in  the  course  of  tiiis  intro- 
duction. 
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slovenly,  with  otxasional  interlineaUons,  and  but  little  attention  ta 
orthography  or  grammar.  There  was  then  no  uniform  system  of 
punctuation :  the  full  stop  occurs  after  some  of  the  words ;  slanting 
strokes  are  frequent^  but  neither  placed  so  as  to  aid  the  sense,  or 
mark  the  regular  divisions  of  the  sentences.  They  are  nearly  all 
figned  ^^  Henry  the  King/'  which  is  expressed  in  two  ciphers; 
The  ^rst  w^s  written  after  Anna  Boleyn's  retirement  from  court 
in  consequence  of  the  popular  clamor  arising  from  the  expetsta- 
tion  of  Campeggio,  which  was  some  time  in  May  (159B),  the  last 
after  his  arrival  at  Paris,  which  was  late  in  the  September  follow- 
ing. They  were  among  the  Mss.  which  the  French  carried  away 
to  Paris  from  the  Vatican^  but  after  the  peace  were  restored  with 
other  spoliations. 

In  them  is  involved  one  of. the  most  important  events  in  the 
iinnals  of  this  country—  the  recovered  independence  of  its  religioys. 
establishment. 

.  In  offering  them  to  the  public,  an  historical  introduction  has 
tieen  deemed  requisite;  and  though  little  novelty  was  to  be  ex-. 
pected  in  a  path  so  repeatedly  traced,,  yet  the  wish  to  adduce  no 
fact  without  all  attainable  proof,  has  occasioned  a  research,  by 
which  errors  have  been  discovered,  that  having  had  their  c^m- 
i|iencement  in  insufficiency  and  prejudice,  indolence  and  inadVer* 
tency  have  perpetuated.  In  addition  to  our  national  stores  of 
information,  assiduity  has  also  belk||jrewarded  by  examining  the 
epistolary  correspondence  of  distinguyhed  foreigners,'  who  wera 
either  individually  interested  or  offipiafly  employed  in  the  affairs  of 
the  period  they  refer  to,  and  in  which  they  have  delivered  to  po8<^ 
terity  an  estimate  of  their  own  views  and  characters.  Should  these 
adventitious  accompaniments  injudiciously  overpower  the  text,  it  is 
hoped  the  reader  will  attribute  that  objection  to  the  cause  above 
e^^essed. 

'  The  Italians,  and  particularly  those  of  the  sixteenth  century,  have  ever 
been  disposed  to  collect  and  publish  the  letters  of  their  more  distinguished 
countrymen.  These  have  issued  from  the  presses  of  their  different  capitals, 
thovgh  from  none  more  abundantly  than  Venice.  Of  these  some  are  tri- 
fling and  verbose ;  others  are  elegant  and  important  The  most  correct  lisl 
of  them  is  to  be  found  in  the  Biblioteca  of  Fpntanini,  which,  ilinstrated  by 
his  notes  and  the  commentaries  of  Apostolo  Zeno,  occupy  morie  than  80 
closely  printed  pages  in  quarto.  Those  which  have  proved  most  useful  on 
the  present  occasion,  and  of  ivhich  specimens  are  given  in  the  appendix, 
are  the—'*  Lettere  di  Frincipi,''  &'o.  (T.  3.  Yenet.  1673. 4to.),  written  be- 
tween the  years  1468  and  1571,  the  title  of  which  expresses  the  rank  of  the 
personages  between  whom  they  passed ;  and  the  **  Lettere  edici  nomini 
Ulnstri/'  (Yenet.  1564,  dnod.)  in  which  are  found  the  private  iastnictions 
firom  Rome  to  Cardinal  Campeggio,  while  on  his  journey  to  England.  This 
collection  was  made  by  the  celebrated  Dionigi  Atanagi,  a  citizen  of  Cagtl 
by  birth,  and  of  Rome  by  privilege,  (Mazzuchelli  Scrit.  dTtalia).  They  were 
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HISTORICAL  INTRODUCTION. 


It  was  not  till  late  in  the  15th  century  that  the  powers  of 
Europe  embraced  that  extensive  system  of  policy,  the  due  coun^ 
terpolse  of  which  has  in  subsequent  times  received  the  appellation 
of  the  balance  of  power.  This  confederacy,  so  diversified  in  its 
effects,  so  salutary  in  its  influence,  has  proved  the  greatest  soiirca 
of  national  prosperity,  of  individual  ease  and  security,  and  hence 
have  resulted  those  mild  and  civilised  manners  which  so  happily 
diiitinguish  modern  Europe. 

Consistently  with  this  plan,  our  Henry  the  VII.  (1490),  en^^ 
gaged  in  a  strict  alliance  with  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain,  for  the 
protection  of  their  respective  territories,  by  repressing  the  formU 
dable  power  of  France.  By  an  article  of  the  treaty,  Catherine,  the 
fourth  daughter  of  Ferdinand,  then  eight  years  old,  was  affiaiiced  to 
Arthur,  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  bom  1486.  From  the  youth 
of  the  parties,  the  marriage  was  for  some  years  delayed,  and  wheii 
it  took  place  (Nov.  14,  1501,)  the  union  was  not  propitious,  for 
Arthur  sickened  and  died  a  few  months  after  (April  2,  1502).- 
Tbe  same  motives  which  prescribed  the  alliance  urged  the  conti-* 
nuance  of  it ;  and  Henry,  now  Prince  of  Wales,  and  12,  years  of 
age,  was  affianced  to  bis  sister-in-law.  To  silence  doubts  that 
npight  arise  as  to  the  legality  of  a  marriage  contracted  >vithin  the 
degrees  prohibited,  a  dispensation  was  obtained  from  the  Pop6 
(1503),  though  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  Cardi-^ 
nals.'  The  reigning  pontiff,  (Julius  the  (2d)  however,  who  in 
sagacity  and  address  yielded  to  no  contemporary  prince,  h^d  his  de^ 
signs  on  Henry  in  the  wars  then  begun  in  Italy,  and  made  no  great 
difficulty  to  grant  it.  (Herbert,  p.  4.  Acta  Regia  p.  332,)  But 
whether  from  his  own  conviction  or  some  other  cause^  an  aversion 
from  the  match  seems  to  have  taken  deep  root  in  tb^  mind  of  the 
King.  From  the  Apomaxis  of  Moryson  we  learq,  that  Henry^ 
falling  into  infirm  health,  and  being  further  affected  by  the  death 
of  his  Queen  (1503),  considered  these  visitations  as  a  judgment 
from  heaven^  for  having  married  his  son  to  his  brother's  widow. 

pnblbhed  at  Rome  in  octavo,  1554,  and  licensed  by  t^e  reigning  pontiff;; 
who  forbade  their  being  printed  elsewhere — a  prohibition,  however,  not 
attended  to,  for  they  were  reprinted  at  Venice  in  the  course  of  the  same 
year,  and  with  additions  repeatedly  afterwards. 

'  Catherine  in  her  speech  to  the  Legate  and  Wolsey,  saidr— her  father 
obtained  the  dispensation  **  after  a  long  suit  and  great  cost  and  charge." 
(HftH,  Ibl.  180.) 
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As  his  danger  increased,  he  convened  the  prince  and  several  of 
his  nobles  to  attend  him,  to  whom  he  imparted  his  scruples.  The 
8on  renounced  the  contract,  and  a  deed  was  prepared,  expressing 
this  determination.  It  was  formally  signed,  sealed,  and  witnessed 
by  those  present.  The  material  part  of  Moryson's  assertion  is 
corroborated  by  the  following  circumstance.  During  the  sitting  of 
the  legantine  court  (15^9);  a  deed  was  produced,  which  in  sub- 
stance agreed  with  that  now  described,  and  was  apparently  the 
tame.  Of  its  authenticity  no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  for  Bishop 
West,  who  was  one  of  the  witnesses,  was  present,  and  acknowledged 
his  own  signature  ;  and  Warham,  in  his  examination  declared,  that 
be  believed  such  a  protestation  was  made. 

Upon  the  demise  of  Henry  (April  £9,  \5QQ\  Ferdinand  invested 
his  ambassador  with  powers  to  renew  the  treaty  of  alliance  made 
with  the  late  King,  and  to  demand  the  confirmation  of  the  article 
relative  to  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  prince  Henry,  now 
King  of  England.    The  Spanish   minister  having  presented  his 
memorial,   it  was  deliberated  in  council  whether  the  King  ought 
to  confirm  his  marriage  with  Catherine?     Opinions  were  divided. 
Those  of  two  of  the  prelates  present  comprise  the  arguments  on 
both  sides.     Warham  boldly  declared,  that  the  Union  was  against 
the  laws  of  God,  and  therefore  indispensable  by  human  authority; 
while  Fox,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  insisted  on  the  boundless  power 
of  the  vicar  of  Christ;  affirming,  that  no  person  on  earth  could 
limit,  or  even  inquire  into  the  papal  authority.    The  arguments  of 
the  latter,  the  state  of  public  afiairs,  and  the  King's  particular  inte- 
rest, preponderated .     Henry  and  Catherine  were  married  June  5d, 
15099  and  crowned  the  2Sd  of  the  same  month.     Whatever  might 
be  the  private  sentiments  of  the  young  King,  or  whatever  scruples 
be  might  harbour  in  his  bosom,  they  were  concealed  from  the 
world.     The  injunctions  of  his  fether,  and  the  deed  executed  in 
compliance  with  them,  were  never  ui^d  in  his  extenuation,  when 
the  lawfulness  of  his  marriage  was  publicly  discussed.     Durii^ 
that  interval  he  never  treated  the  queen  with  unkindness,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  with  every  mark  of  dignified  and  respectful  attentioo. 
Several  children  were  the  issue  of  the  union,  all  of  whom  died 
young,  except  Mary  (bom  lpl6),  who  afterwards  succeeded  to  die 
crown  of  England.    They  lived  constantly  together  till  after  the 
opening  of  the  legantine  court. 

This  was  the  situation  of  the  king's  family ;  and  from  the  impie- 
babili^  of  further  issue,  Mary  was  created  princess  of  Wales^ — a 

*  This  Ikct,  tkough  generally  asserted,  wfll  admit  of  doubt.  Hejfia,  ia 
his  **  Help  to  EngKiBb  History,"  has  this  pmssage— "  Edward  the  lid.  who 
had  been  saaunoBed  by  his  &ther  to  the  parliament  by  the  naaie  of  Priaee 
of  Wales  and  Earl  of  Chester,  samanoned  his  eldest  son  (Edw.  III.)  bj  ao 
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presumption  that  the  repudiation  of  Catherine  was  not  then  in  con- 
templation. 

Ferdinand  died  Jan.  15 16,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson 
Charles,  the  fifth  of  that  name.  The  first  public  exception  to  the 
lawfulness  of  Henry's  marriage  seems  to  have  originated  with 
ICbarles  himself.  By  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Windsor^  so 
denominated  from  having  been  signed  there  in  1522,  (Charles 
being  in  England  that  year)  it  was  stipulated  that  the  Emperor 
should  espouse  the  Princess  Mary,  when  marriageable.  Pending 
this  treaty,  the  Scots  (December,  1524)  solicited  Mary  for  the 
consort  of  their  King,  but  Charles  interposing,  asserted  a  prior 
claim ; — (Herbert  p.  63)  a  proof  that  he  then  considered  this 
article  in  force,  and  that  the  objection  of  illegitimate  birth,  which 
he  urged  some  years  after,  was  not  the  real  cause. 

The  battle  of  Pavia  (February  1525)  was  fatal  to  the  French;' 
their  King  was  taken  prisoner;  the  politics  of  Europe  wem 
thereby  changed,  and  Francis  became  the  future  ally  of  England. 

In  March  an  embassy  was  sent  from  England  to  Spain,^  in 
which  the  completion  of  the  4th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Windsor 
above-mentioned,  was  demanded;  when  Charles'  council  raised 
objections  to  the  incestuous  birth  of  Mary  (Hall  149)-— excuses 
were  made  for  preferring  Isabella,  the  Infanta  of  Portugal,  whom 
Charles  espoused  early  in  the  following  year ;  and  our  historians, 
remark^  that  he   could  not  be  greatly  scandalized  by  Henry's 

other  name  than  Earl  of  Chester  and  Flint.  Edward  III.  first  used  the 
eetemorxj  of  creation  by  letters  patent  and  investiture,  which  has  since  con- 
tinaed ;  and  for  want  of  whichy  Edward  YI.,  Queen  Mary,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  however  in  their  turns  they  may  have  been  called  Princes  and 
Princesses  of  Wales,  were  not  truly  such. 

These  which  were  so  created,  either  by  parliamentary  writ  or  special  char- 

ter,  are  these  that  follow Among  these,  the  first  after  1504  was  Henry 

Tuther,  Duke  of  York,  the  second  son  of  Henry  YII.,  afterwards  King 
Henry  YIH.;  after  him  was  Henry  Frederick  Stuart,  eldest  son  of  Jamea 
the  J.,  monarch  of  Great  Britain,  1610.    (Wright's  edition,  8vo.  1773.) 

*  This  reverse  produced  that  league  of  which  Henry,  in  vain,  was 
solicited  to  be  the  protector ;  it  was  dignified  by  the  name  of  Holy, 
because  the  Pope  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Original  correspondence  relating 
to  this  confederacy  and  the  previous  steps  to  it,  are  to  be  found  among 
the  '^  Lettere  di  Principi,''  >and  comprise  great  part  of  the  first  and  second 
volumes  of  that  collection ;  those  between  Charles  and  Clement,  in  which 
they  mutually  develop  their  own  characters,  are  very  interesting.  The 
Papal  nuntii  in  England  were,  Ugo  di  Gambara,  his  prothonotary,  and 
Giovanni  Battista  Sanga,  one  of  his  secretaries;  their  commission  is  dated 
September  18tb,  1526.— (ilrto  Regia,  p.  382.)  There  are  several  letters 
addressed  to  them  while  they  were  in  this  country. — Knd. 

^  Sir  Francis  Pointz,  Knight,  also  was,  on  the  10th  of  this  month  dele- 
gated to  Spain,  where  Dr.  Edward  Lee,  and  Hierome,  Bishop  of  Wor- 
ceater,  (lately  come  from  Rome)  were  residents  on  the  part  of  our  King.— ' 
{Herbert,  p.  83.) 
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dtrorce^  since  to  evade  a  solemn  engagement  no  longer  his  interetl 
to  observe,  he  married  his  own  niece. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  159,1  ^  Rome  was  captured  by  the  Im- 
perialists, and  die  Pope  imprisoned  in  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo ;' 
and  Charles  himself,  alarmed  by  a  measure  which  struck  the 
Christian  world  with  horror,  addressed  the  Princes  of  Europe^ 
with  the  vain  hope  of  exculpating  himself  in  their  opinion.  On 
the  4th  of  July  following,  Wolsey,  as  ambassador  to  France,* 
crossed  the  channel  with  a  splendid  train.  He  was  met  at 
Amiens  by  Francis,  who  received  him  with  marks  of  the  highest 

'  Charles  had  freqaently  expressed  an  inclination  to  transport  the  Pope 
into  Spain ;  but  the  fear  of  giving^  new  offence  to  all  Christendom,  and  fillifig 
his  own  subjects  with  horror,  obliged  him  to  forego  that  satisfaction.  (Ro* 
bertson,  Charles  Y.  v.  iii.  p.  8.)  That  Charles  conceived  such  apian  appears 
from  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  himself,  dated  August  3,  1527. 
(Lettere  di  Principi,  T.  i.  p.  111.)  The  merit  he  assumed,  of  setting  the 
Pppa  at  liberty,  while  he  was  yet  a  prisoner,  is  expressed  in  the  Appen- 
4ix,  No.  8. 

^  Supposed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the  Reforming  party,  to  reoiovQ 
<fae  Cardinal  to  a  distance  from  the  ICing.  '*  My  Lord  bad  with  him  sacti 
«f  the  lordes  and  bishoppes,  and  other  worthy  persons  as  were  not  of  the 
eosDoit  or  conspiracy.^  (Cavendish,  p.  380.)  His  principal  attendants  are 
4etailed  in  Grove,  (V.  iv«  p.  131.)  "  After  the  Kings  delivery  ou^  of  the 
£mperors  bondage,  and  his  sons  received  in  hostage  for  the  Empprpra 
and  the  King,  onr  sovereigne  lordes  security  of  all  such  demands  and  re- 
quests as  should  be  demanded  of  the  French  King,  as  well  by  the  Emperbr 
as  onr  sovereigne  lorde,  the  cardinall  lamenting  the  French  Kings  cala- 
Bdty;  and  the  Popes  great  adversity,  who  yet  remained  in  the  castlS' 
Angell,  either  as  a  prisoner  or  else  fbr  his  defence  against  bis  enemies, 
travailed  all  that  he  oonld  with  the  King  and  his  coancil  to  take  some 
arder  for  the  quietness  of  them  bothe.  At  lastc  as  ye  have  hearde  here 
before,  how  divers  of  the  great  estates  and  lordes  of  the  pouncii  with  my 
Lady  Anne  lay  but  in  await  to  espy  a  convenient  time  and  occasioii  to 
take  the  cardinall  in  a  brake,  they  thought  it  now  a  necessary  time  to 
eanse  him  to  take  upon  him  the  Kings  commission  to  travel!  beyond  ths 
seas  in  this  matter,  and  by  bis  high  wit  to  eompass  a  perfect  peace  amoDj^ 
these  great  princes  and  potentates.  Their  intent  was  none  other,  bat,  h 
they  might,  to  get  him  from  the  King  out  of  the  realme ;  then  migki  they 
safiiciently  adventure  by  the  help  of  their  diief  mistress,  to  deprave  him 
HBto  the  kings  highness,  and  so  in  his  absence  to  bring  him  in  displea- 
sone  vrith  the  king,  or  at  least  to  be  of  less  estimation.''  These  intii^nes^ 
In  whieh  the  Cardinal  bore  so  large  a  part,  did  not  redound  to  the  glory 
of  his  country.  Our  merry  neighbours  even  then  had  begun  to  make  oar 
#if»k)maiic  inferiority  the  subject  of  their  sport  and  ridicule.  Witliam 
TindaH,  in  his  Practice  of  Popish  Prelates,  referring  to  these  events,  tells 
ts,  "  The  Frenchmen  of  late  dayes  made  a  play  or  disusing  at  Paris,  ia 
vhioh  the  Emperor  daunced  with,  the  Pope  and  the  Freneh  Kin|^,  and 
weried  them,  the  King  of  England  sitting  on  a  bye  bench,  and  looking  oh. 
And  when  it  was  asked  why  he  daunced  not,  it  was  answered,  that  he 
sate  there,  but  to  pay  the  minstrels  their  wages  only :  as  who  should  say, 
wee  paid  for  all  men's  dauncing.''  (Tindalf s  Works,  p.  375.  A.  0. 1673. 
Cavendish's  Life  of  Wolsey  and  note.    Eccles.  Biography,  T.  i.  p.  379.) 
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distinefioh.  Aihbng  tbe  articles  to  be  discussed,  were,  e  projected 
union  between  Francis,  or  his  second  son  the  Duke  of  Orieans; 
with  the  Princess  Mary ;  and  on  the  best  means  of  restoring  the 
Pdpe  to  liberty.^  He  also  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Rome,  with 
a  consolatory  letter  to  the  Pope,  which  is  inserted  in  the  Appen-* 

dixmo-g.) 

The  *^  Kmg^s  question,"  as  it  was  called,  was  now  becoming' 
the  prevailing  topic,  and  divided  the  Papal  and  Reforming  party  ; 
-^though  it  must  be  supposed  that  one  of  such  great  importance 
had  been  long  privately  discussed  by  all  ranks  of  people)  and  to 
such  a  degree  of  intemperance  were  their  feelings  excited,  that  the 
interposition  and  remonstrances  of  the  Sovereign  occasionally  be- 
came necessary  to  compose  them.  Henry,  far  from  checking  the 
investigation,  undertook  to  study  the  case  himself;  yet,  such  waa 
his  self-possession,  that  while  he  condescended  to  invite  the  most- 
able  divines  and  canonists  to  engage  in  the  discussion,  he  de* 

'  Hall  gives  it  as  one  of  the  objects  of  this  embassy,  that  Henry  should 
marry  Margaret  tbe  Dncbess  ofAlengon,  at  Calais,  this  summer:  an  error 
which  has  been  adopted  by  saccessive  historians  (Rapin  excepted)  down' 
to  Hume  and  Henry.  This  lady  bad  been  for  eig:ht  months  married  to 
Uenrj  D'Albert,  tbe  titular  King  of  Navarre,  (Du  Tillet  An.  Ibfi6)  and  is; 
identidtd  by  Cavendish  as  bis  queen,  in  the  regal  train  wbidi  met  Wolsey' 
ait  Amieng,  in  bis  present  embassy.  This  personage,  the  beloved  sister  of 
Francis,  and  grandmother  of  Henry  IV.  distinguished  for  her  address  and 
ability,  and  more  estimable  for  the  affection  she  bore  her  brother,  was 
repeatedly  an  authoress,  and  her  poetry  procured  her  the  appellation  of 
the  Tenth  Muse.  Her  works  contain  a  strange  mixture  of  pieiy  and 
pffD&nenese.  She  is  now  best  remembered  by  the  *'  Heptameron,"  a  cot> 
l^tioa  of  tales  which  are  much  in  the  taste  of  Boccaccio,  and  are  notdefi-r 
cient  in  the  objectionable  turn  of  that  author.  There  is  a  spirited  letter  of 
her's  to  Pope  Adrian  VI.  in  the  "  Lettere  di  Principi,"  T.  ii.  p.  32.  It  i^ 
difficult  to  ascertain  whether  this  historical  error  above  alluded  to  owes  its 
origiii  to  Hall's  love  of  gossiprv,  or  to  the  malice  of  Polydore  Virgil,  who 
never  lost  an  of^rtiinity  of  vilifying  the  Cardinal,  from  whose  justice  or 
resentment  he  had  been  a  year  imprisoned.  He  falsely  charges  him  with 
having J>een  the  first  cause  of  estranging  Henry's  affections  from  Catherine, 
and  of  proposing  tbe  Duchess  of  Alen9on  as  her  successor ;  at  that  time 
aUU  «r  fdrtuie  guam  florentissima,  though  her  age  might  not  insure  the 
''genial  bed"  which  Herbert,  quoting  from  him,  promises.  Polydore  Virgil 
farther  asserts,  that  when  the  Cardinal  made  the  pro^sal  to  the  lady,  she, 
fiipm  motives  of  humanity  to  Catherine,  rejected  it  in  these  words:— 
'*  nolii^rit  qoicquam  audire  de  nnptiis,  ouae  nuptiie  non  possent  conjangi 
sine  miserabili  Cotherinse  casu  atque  aaeo  interitu.''  (P.  V.  Opera,  1.  27* 
p,  $SS.  Basil.  1670.)  She  is  thus  pourtrayed  by  Thuanus: — *' Foemina 
omnibus  ingenii  et  animi  dotibus  exculta :  quae  tamen  apnd  ecclesiasticos 
male  audiebat ;  quod  fratris  in  Lutberanos/'  &c.  (1.  6.  s.  8.  p.  209.  Lon- 
dini,  1733.) 

That  Henry's  scruples  were  not  infused  into  him  either  by  Wolsey,  or 
by  liongland.  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  there  is  satisfactory  proof.  At  tbe 
opening  of  tbe  legantine  court,  the  Cardinal  makes  this  appeal  to  his 
sovereign : — '*  Sir,  I  most  humbly  require  your  Highness  to  declare  before 
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dared,  that  he  was  '^  not  much  used  to  call  in  aid  the  judgnioit 
of  other  learned  men/'*— TMiw^cr//,  Burnefs  Collections,  V.  ir 
No.  11. 

Unalterably  bent  on  suing  for  the  divorce,  and  conceiving  the 
Pope  alone  competent  to  grant  it,  he,  in  a  few  weeks  after  the 
departure  of  Wolsey,  dispatched  Dr.  VVm.  Knight,  secretary  of 
state^  to  Rome,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  this  object  of  his  solicitude. 

all  this  audience,  whether  I  have  bine  the  cbiefe  and  first  mov^r  of  tbi» 
matter  unto  your  Majesty,  or  no ;  for  I  am  greatiy  suspected  of  all  men 
berdn."  "  My  Lord  Cardinall,''  quoth  the  King,  *'  1  can  well  excuse  you 
in  this  matter.  Mary  (quoth  be)  ye  have  bine  rather,  against  me  in  the 
attempting  hereof,  than  a  setter  forth,  or  mover  of  the  same.  The  speciall 
cause  that  moved  me  unto  this  matter  was  a  certain  scrupulosity  that 
pricked  my  conscience  upon  certain  wordes  spoken  at  a  time  by  the 
teshop  of  Bayon,  the  French  ambassador,  who  had  bine  hither  sent  upon 
a  debating  of  a  marriage  to  be  concluded  betweene  the  Princesse  our 
daughter  the  Lady  Mary,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleaunce,  seconde  son  to  the 
King  of  Fraunce.  And  upon  the  consultation  and  determination  of  the 
same,  he  desired  respite  to  advertise  the  King  his  master  thereof,  whiether 
our  daughter  Mary  should  be  legitimate,  in  respect  of  this  my  marriage 
with  this  woman,  being  sometimes  my  brother's  wife.  Which  wordes  once 
conceived  in  the  secrete  bottom  of  my  conscience  engendered  such  a 
scrupulous  doubt  that  my  conscience  was  incontinently  accombered, 
vexed  and  disquieted ;  wliereby  I  thought  myself  to  be  in  great  danger  of 
God's  indignation.  After  1  perceived  my  conscience  so  doubtful!,  I  moved 
it  in  confession  to  you,  my  Lord  of  Lincolne,  then  my  ghostly  father. 
And  for  as  much  as  then  you  yourself  were  in  some  doubt,  you  moved  me 
to  ask  oounsell  of  all  you  my  Lordes ;  whereupon  I  moved  it  to  you  my 
Lorde  of  Canterbury,  first  to  have  your  licence — to  put  this  matter  ia 
question."  (Cavendish,  p.  128.)  *^  From  these  concurrent  testimonies  it 
should  appear,  that  the  charge  which  has  been  oftf  n  urged  against  Wolsey, 
that  it  was  through  his  intrigues  that  Longland  first  suggested  his  scruples 
to  the  King,  is  unfounded." — (The  Editor's  note  on  the  foregoing  guotaiion,) 
The  justificatory  declaration  of  Henry  is  perhaps  alluded  to  m  the  dying 
words  of  Wolsey,  as  expressed  to  Kingston :  *'  He  is  a  prince  of  royali 
courage,  and  hath  a  princely  harte;  and  rather  than  he  will  miss  or  want 
any  parte  of  his  will  or  pleasure,  he  will  endanger  the  losse  of  one  half  of 
his  realme.  For  I  do  assure  you,  I  have  often  kneeled  before  him,  the 
space  sometimes  of  three  houres  to  persuade  him  from  his  will  and  appe- 
tite :  but  I  could  never  dissuade  him  therefrom.^  (Cavendish's  Ecclesiast. 
Biography,  V.  i.  p.  643.) 

'  Collier,  in  his  Ecclesiastical  History,  V.  ii.  p.  52.  and  Fiddes,  in  the 
Life  of  Wolsey,  p.  444,  assign  very  strong  reasons  against  the  possibility 
of  Cranmer's  being  the  first  to  suggest  the  expedient  of  resorting  to  the 
universities  for  a  solution  of  the  grand  question  in  the  divorce.  The  uni- 
versities, in  fact,  had  been  consulted  on  that  point,  before  the  date  of  his 
interview  with  the  King  at  Waltham,  (i.  e.  after  the  dissolving  of  the 
legantine  court),  and  Wolsey,  it  seems,  was  the  first  adviser  of  that 
measure.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  writer  of  the  life  of  Bishop 
Fisher,  (who  calls  himself  Thos.  Bailey,  D.D.)  affirms,  that  the  article 
opened  and  maintained  by  Cranmer,  at  this  meetiuj!^  with  the  courtiers,, 
was  that  of  the  King^s  supremacy.  P«  69,  &c.  edit.  3.  (Wordsworth's 
Ecclesiastical  Biography,  Y.  iii.  p.v4d7.) 
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He  was  comniaDded  to  have  an  interview  with  Wolsey,  who  was 
still  in  France,  and  to  confer  with  him  on  the  proper  means  of 
liberating  the  Pontiff.  Though  his  journey  was  conducted  as 
privately  as  possible,  the  vigilance  of  the  Emperor  was  not  to  be 
eluded ;  he  had  discovered  the  intention  of  Henry,  and  when  his 
secretary  reached  Rome,  he  found  the  Pope  a  prisoner'  in  the 
castle  of  St.  Angelo,  and  sa  strictly  guarded  by  Hernando  de 
Alarson,  the  Spanish  commandant,  that  an  audience  was  not  to 
be  obtained,  nor  any  intercourse  allowed,  but  through  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Cardinal  Pisani.  Much  time  was  of  course  lost  by 
this  secondary  negociation.  VVolsey  marking  the  slow  progress 
of  the  transaction,  wrote  (December  5,  15£7)  to  Gregorio  Casali, 
Henry's  agent  at  the  Papal  court,  to  join  in  solicitation  with 
Knight,  in  urging  the  Pope  to  expedite  the  completion  of  the 
King's  request.  His  letter  was  expressed  in  strong  though  respect- 
ful terms;  bis  Holiness  was  solicited  to  appoint  commissioners 
and  invest  them  with  provisional  authority  for  hearing,  and  deter- 
mining the  cause  in  England ; — to  grant,  on  certain  conditions,  a 
dispensation  for  the  King  to  take  another  wife,^  with  a  solicitation 
not  to  revoke  these  acts.  Four  days  after  the  departure  of 
Wolsey's  messenger  from  England,  the  Pope  recovered  his  liberty, 
and  retired  or  escaped  to  Orvieto.^     On  the  arrival  of  these  dis- 

'  The  memorable  sack  of  Rome  by  the  troops  of  Charles  V.  which 
Gibbon  (c.  31.  p.  323.)  affirms  to  have  been  "  more  destructive  than  the 
ravages  of  the  Barbarians,  whom  Alaric  had  led  from  the  banks  of  the 
Danube/'  is  admirably  described  by  Robertson.  (Charles  V.  vol.  ii. 
p.  283.)  "  But  the  accouot  which  most  truly  deserves  the  name  of  autben-* 
tic  and  original,  is  a  little  book  intitled,  **  //  Sacco  di  Roma,*'  composed 
within  less  than  a  month  after  the  assault,  by  Lodovico  the  brother 
(nephew)  of  the  historian  Francesco  Gaicciardini.'^ — (Gibbon  ibid.)  The 
description  of  this  awful  calamity  is  also  left  us  by  Francesco  Berni,  who 
was  in  the  city,  and  robbed  of  his  property.  (Mazzuchelli  gli  scrittori 
dltatia.)    (Appendix  16.) 

^  Royal  divorces  were,  in  that  age,  not  uncommon ;  and  when  both 
parties  were  agreed,  or  one  compelled  to  assent,  were  obtained  from  the 
Pope  without  much  di£Bcu]ty.  In  1490,  Beatrice  of  Naples  and  Queen 
Dowager  of  Hungary,  had  been  married  to  Ladislaus,  son  of  Casimir,  King 
of  Poland,  and  who  fa^  virtue  of  that  union  became  King  of  Hungary ;  this 
marriage  ten  years  afterwards  was  dissolved  by  Alexander  YI.  Lewis  XH. 
of  France,  when  Duke  of  Orleans,  had  married  to  Jean  of  France,  sister 
to  his  predecessor  Charles  YIII.  was  divorced,  after  being  ten  years  joined 
in  wedlock.  Pope  Clement  YIII.  dissolved  the  marriage  of  Henry  lY, 
with  Margaret  of  Yalois. 

3  "  The  progress  of  the  Confederates  made  it  now  necessary  either  to 
set  the  Pope  at  liberty,  or  to  remove  him  to  some  place  of  confinement 
more  secure  than  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo.  Many  considerations  induced 
Charles  to  prefer  the  former,  particularly  his  want  of  the  money  requisite 
as  well  for  recruiting  his  army,  as  for  paying  off  the  vast  arrears  due  to  it. 
No  resource  therefore  remained  but  setting  his  Holiness  at  liberty ;  pre- 
viously, however,  extorting  from  him,  by  way  of  ransom,  a  sum  sufficient 
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patcbci.  Knight  and  Casali  were  admitted  to  fab  preseace*  Tbcjr 
werq  graciously  received^  and  their  suit  attended  to  with  cmt^ 
piacency;  though  in  all  that  related  to  the  dispatch  of  buaiMMi 
diey  were  referred  to  the  Cardinal  of  Santiquattro.  When  tb^ 
retired,  the  latter  expatiated  on  the  precarious  and  hazardOM 
ground  on  which  bis  Holiness  stood  with  respect  to  the  Baftpeiw; 
and  with  what  circumapection  he  was  under  the  necessi^of  pra*^ 
cfedingy  so  long  as  his  forces  continued  in  Italy,  and  that  be  hfd 
already  enjoined  his  Holiness  not  to  aUow  the  proceat  to  fcectv* 
ned  on  by  any  judge  within  the  King's  dominions.  ^Herbevt, 
p.  100»)  That  gratitude  induced  him  to  comply  with  the  deaira  of 
Henry,  though  he  could  not  pass  the  commission  in  the  words 
dictated  by  Wolsey^  without  omissions  and  alterations.  That  4»  to 
bis  own  person,  he  must  consider  himself  in  captivity  while  the 
Q^rmans  and  Spaniards  continued  in  Italy.  Yet  would  he  rather 
dispose  himself  to  ruin,  than  incur  the  censure  of  ingratitude  from 
bis  Majesty,  whom  be,  with  sighs  and  tears,  implored  not  to  et'* 
pose  him  to  ruin  unnecessarily,  by  entering  upon  the  trial  imme* 
diately.  Thai  the  only  prospect  of  savii^  him,  would  be  for  the 
French  commander.  Monsieur  Lautrec,  then  at  Bologna,  to  realize 
bil  professions  of  marchmg  his  forces  to  the  south  of  Italy;  a 
measure  which  would  justify  the  pretence  of  his  being  constrained 
by  the  English  ambassadors  to  grant  the  commission,  which  ahovld 
bear  a  date  after  the  approach  of  the  general.  A  commissioo, 
Aough  greatly  altered  from  the  one  sent  out  by  Wolsey,  was  then 
delivered,  and  Knight  finding  it  contained  the  best  conditions  he  was 
likely  to  procure,  immediately  departed  with  it  for  England.'    Oq 

# 

Ibr  discharging  wbat  was  due  to  his  troops,  without  which  it  waa  "vaio  i^ 
ibention  their  leaving  Rome.''    (Hobertson^  V.  ilL  p.  85.) 

"  Intempesta  Docte  evasit,  nihil  probibentibus  portae  custodibbs,  cam 
petasetcis  et  penulatns,  subductaque  et  velata  barba,  se  dispensatoris  nri^ 
nistnim  ignobili  eo  habitu  mentiretur.'^  (Paul.  Jov.  ^A.  1528.)  Sac  the 
fiiOkperor's  letter,  Appendix  No. 

^  Knight  being  prevented  bv  indisposition  from  travelling  with  the  re^ 
ouisite  expedition,  the  dispatches  were  forwarded  by  Gambara,  who  oon- 
tlAtted  in  £:nglahd  some  time.  In  the  "  Lettere  di  Frinct^i*'  (T.  i.  p.  111.) 
Utere  is  one  from  Giovanni  Batista  Sanga,  addressed  io  him  with  the  title 
of  Prothonotary  and  Nantio  of  Pope  Clement  YII.  in  England ;  it  is  dated 
February  Dth,  1528.  He  was  again  delegated  hither  by  bis  Holiness  ia 
J^abqary,  1529.  I{e  was  afterwards  created  a  Cardinal  by  Paul  IV*  Tb^ 
Galnbara  family  Were  noble  Brescians,  were  eminent  for  the  love  of  letterf 
and  the  patronage  of  learned  men.  Count  Gianfrancesco,  the  -eldest 
brother  of  the  Nuntio,  long  entertained  NizoUus  in  his  family ;  daring 
Which  interval,  he  composed  his  "  Thesaurus  Cieeronianus/^and  m  the  de- 
dication of  that  work  thus  gratefully  acknowledges  his  benevolence :  ^*  7^ 
enim  primum  hospitio  me  aeeepUti,  quo  jam  terttum  et  decwwm  annum  hth 
nestissime  viar ;  tu  ienvikttem  meaitn  liheralitate  tua  semper  sueterUtuti^  tu  l^ 
ras  et  studia  mea  numquam  fovere  etexerdtaredestiluiMi;  tu  me 
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examination,  ho^^'^ver^  it  was  found  too  defective  and  fallacious  to 
proceed  upon.  Expedients  were  suggested  by  the  Pope ; — '^  by  vir- 
tue of  the  commission  already  obtained,  or  by  the  legantine  powers 
invested  in  the  Cardinal  of  York,  he  should  proceed  in  the  business^ 
and  if  the  King  found  the  matter  clear  in  his  own  conscience,  he 
should  without  more  noise  proceed  to  judgment,  and  take  another 
wife^  and  then  apply  for  a  Legate  to  confirm  it."  (Burnet,  b.  S, 
cqII.  6.)  Thus,  whatever  difficulty  might  occur,  his  Majesty 
Duist  depend  on  the  Pope  to  extricate  him  from  it.  These  plans 
being  rejected,  Stephen  Gardiner,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Winches* 
ter,  and  Gdward  Fox,  the  King's  almoner,  two  of  the  most  learnec} 
men  in  £i^land|  were  now  delegated  to  Rome  on  tKis  important 
occasion.'  They  left  England  on  the  10th  of  February,  1528,  and 
as  tbey  passed  through  France,  readily  obtained  a  promise  from 
Fnincisy  ta  oo-operate  with  his  Holiness  in  promoting  the  wishes 
of  their  master :  they  arrived  on  the  20th  of  March^  at  Orvieto^ 
where  the  Pope  still  continued.  The  dispatches. they  bore,  were 
addressed  to  Gregorio  Casali  and  bis  brother  Giovanni,  the  Pro-t 
tbonotary;  and  were  dictated  in  terms  the  most  explicit;  they 
were  respectful,  but  decided.  By  these  the  Pope  was  warned  of 
the  consequence  of  non-compliance  with  the  King's  wishes.  In 
the  execution  of  their  trust,  the  two  ambassadors  were  indefatigably 
urgent^  Their  importunities,  aided  perhaps  by  the  successful 
progress  of  the  French  arms,  and  those  of  their  confederates  in 
Italy,  had  their  weight*  In  April,  his  Holiness,  in  the  consistoridi 
courti  declared  Lorenzo  Campeggio  legate,  who,  associated  with 
the  Cardinal  of  York,  should  try  the  King's  cause  in  England^ 
Fox  returned  immediately  after  this  arrangement,  and  landed  at 
Sandwich  on  the  find  of  May.  The  commission,  however,  wa« 
not  made  out  till  June  6th,  nor  was  Campeggio  dispatched  froni 
Rome  till  July  13th,  The  French  commander,  LautreCi  had 
marched  his  forces  from  Bologna  January  9th,  and  on  the  10th  of 
February  reached  the  confines  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  He 
made  himself  master  of  Abruzxo  and  part  of  Apulia.  On  the 
)7th  of  February  the  Prince  of  Orange  compelled  the  Imperialist^ 
to  evacuate  Rome,  after  a  possession  of  ten  months.  Yet  did  his 
hali^^wasted  and  debilitated  forc6»  retreat  to  Naples  in  safety^ 
Towurd^  the  end  of  April,  Lau^ec  was  encamped  before  that 
fti'eti-opolis.  The  result  of  the  campaign  was  (Calamitous ;  during 
the  sultry  months  great  part  of  his  troops  became  the  victims  of  a 

4mdmB,  protd  fttultatet  tws  tubryml^  et  auxistip  et  omasiu  Quid  muJUa^i 
i^  iu  fuisseSj  ego  plane  nihil  essemJ* 

'  '  **  The  roads  between  fingland  and  Rome  were  taken  up  by  couriers 
passing  to  and  fro ;  each  day  gave  birth  to  some  new  project ;  and  mean 
siires  were  no  sooner  taken  tluu»  changed.'^  (Pliilips*s  JUfe  of  C.  Pole,  V.  i* 
p.  45.) 
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raging  pestilence^  and  the  commander  himself^  exhausted  by  dis- 
appointment and  distress^  died  on  the  5th  of  August.  The  in-* 
fluence  of  the  Emperor  again  preponderated  in  Italy*  Negotia- 
tions were  opened  between  Charles  and  the  Pope^  which  finally 
terminated  in  a  separate  peace. 

Campeggio  was  now  on  his  journey  to  England^  and  the  trepi- 
dation of  Clement,  lest  he  should  proceed  to  judgment  on  the 
divorce^  increased  as  he  approached  his  destination.  No  Cess  than 
four  cautionary  letters  were  dispatched  after  him  before  he  reached 
Paris ;  the  last  of  these  is  dated  September  the  28th^  and  is  the 
first  of  that,  number  presented  to  the  reader.  (Appendix  No.  1.) 
The  legate^  though  he  left  Rome  in  July^  as  above-mentioned,  did 
not  land  in  England  till  the  9th  of  October.'  Henry,  not  isatisfied 
with  the  powers  with  which  he  was  invested,  dispatched  Sir  Francis 
Brian  and  Peter  Vannes,  his  Latin  secretary,  in  December,' to  Rome^ 
where  they  arrived  early  in  January  (1529).  Dri  Gardiner  was  or- 
dered to  follow  ;  and  having  completed  his  expedition  on  the  19th 
of  March,  obtained  an  audience  with  his  Holiness.  It  is  both 
useless  and  unavailing  to  trace  the  progress  of  a  fruitlesis  negoci»- 
tion.  Gardiner  and  Brian  were  ordered  home ;  and  such  was  the 
respect  the 'King  entertained  for  the  talents  of  the  former,  that  he 
deferred  entering  on  the  process  till  his  return.  (Wolsey's  Letter 
to  Gardiner. — Burnet's  Collections,  No.  23.  vol.  i.)  Dr.  Bennet 
was  sent  out  to  Rome  in  May,  who,  with  Gregorio  Casali  and 
Pietro  Vannes,  were  there  stationed  as  agents  of  the  King.  The 
legantine  court  was  not  opened  till  late  in  that  month,  and  the 
buisiness  of  it  was  protracted  till  the  23d  of  July.  On  that  day 
'<  there  was  a  great  appearance,  and  sentence  was  generally  ^ex- 
pected; but  the  audience  were  greatly  disappointed;  for,  instead 
of  coming  to  a  decision,  Campeggio  adjourned  the  court  to  the  Ist 
of  October.  To  give  this  unlooked-for  turn  a  colour,  he  assieried 
that  they  sat  there  as  a  part  of  the  consistory  of  Rome-;  and  there- 
fore  must  be  governed  by  the  rules  it  prescribed ;  now  at  Rome 
he  solemnly  declared  there  was  a  vacation  (''the  Ferise  vindemia- 
rum")  from   that  time  to  October.*    (Herbert,   p.  118.    Colfier 

I  <*  Not  before  the  beginning  of  October  (1518),  Campejos  ooBuag 
through  France,  and  being  condnoted  tbonce  into  England,  by  John  Clark, 
ffiusbop  of  Bath,  our  King's  ambassador  there,  came  to  London."  (Herbert 
Kennet's  Lives,  Y.  ii.  103.) 

^  **  And  here  we  may  observe  that  the  Pope  bad  concludedia  treaty  with 
the  Emperor  three  weeks  before  this  last  adjoumment.''  This  was  that  of 
Barcelona,  which  was  there  signed  on  the  29th  of  June,  (Moratori  A.  1699.) 
''From  whence  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  infer,  that  the  latter  formalities 
and  proceedings  of  Campeggio,  in  the  divorce,  were  only  an  amusemeai 
And  thus  the  I'ope,  by  straining  his  credit,  and  being  governed  too  maoh 
by  secutar  views,  lost  England,  and  sacrificed  the  interests  of  his  see  to  the 
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E«  H;  Vol.  it.  p.  96.)— a  month  in  whjch  wd  AtXt  the  return  of 
Giunpeggio  and  the  ftll  of  Wolsey. 

It  mt'j  now  be  proper  to  introduce  the  personage  to  whom ' 
tliese  leftfere  were  addressed. 

Ante  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Thoinas  Boleyn '  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  whose  father  was  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Sdrry>  after-^' 
ward^  Duke-  of  Norfolk.     He  was  at  the  head  of  the  refohnic^' 
party,  add  one  of  the  decided  enemies  of  Cardinal  Wolsejr.    Sir* 
Thomas  Boleyn  was  honorably  employed  at  home,  and  in   re^,' 
peated  etebissies  abroad.     Henry  appointed  him  first  treasurer  of 
bis  household^  created  him  Knight  of  the  Garter/ahd  afterwards* 
Viscount  Rochford.     He  was   subsequently  Earl  of  Ormond. 
Anna,  at  the  age  of  ?>  (1507)  went  into  France  with  the  Prince^' 
Mary,  sister  to  Henry,  then  affianced  to  Lewis  the  Xllth,  and  to ' 
ifham  she.  was  married  at  Abbeville,  Oct.  9th,  1514.    The  French ' 
King,  aged  and  infirm,  did  not  long  survive  the  solemnisation  of 
his  nuptials,  for  he  died  the   Ist  of  January  following.    The 
Queen-doWagef,   in  the   beginning   of  the  year  1516,  espotfsed^ 
Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  returned  to  her  natire' 
country.    Anna  did  not  accompany  her,  but  remained  at  PariiF' 
intder  the  protection  of  Claude,  eldest  daughter  of  Lewis  XIL*- 
by  Anne  of  Brittany,  Queen  of  Francis  the  First,  with  whom  she 
continued  till  the  decease  of  her  mistress,  which  happened  in  15^4* 
She  afterwards  lived  with  Margaret  Duchess  of  AJengon.    This" 
lady  fevored  the  Protestant  religion,  then  springing  up  m  Fraince ;  \ 
and  from  her,  it  is  probable,  Anna  imbibed  principles  siniilar  to 
those  entertained  by  her  father.     In  December  15£6,  her  pa- 
troness vtas  married  to  Henry  d'Albret,  the  titular  King  of  Na- 

grandeur  of  his  family*'— (the  Medici).  (Buroet,  Ref.  P.  i.  p.  76. — Collier, 
E.  fl.  iP.  il.  p.  37.) 

**  Till  this  adjoamment  the  King  and  Queen  had  constantly  lived  to-" 
l^ether;  *  then  the  King  oommanded  the  Qneen  to  be  removed  out  of  the 
courte,  and  sent  to  another  place ;  and  his  Highness  rode  in  his  process 
with  Mrs.  Anne  Bulleni  in  his  company,  all  that  season.'    (Gaveodlsh, ' 
p.  498.)    The  King  was  not  finally  separated  from  Catherine  till  the  14th 
of  Jaly,  1531.    She  was  then  at  Greenwich:  continuing^  inflexible,  her  ■ 
departure  thence  was  ordered,  and  the  choice  was  given  her  to  retire  either 
til  the  minor  of  Oking,  or  Estamsteed,  or  the  manor  of  Bisham.''  (Herbert, 
p.  154.)    Her  principal  residence  was  Kimbolton,  where  she  died,  January  * 
the  8th,  In  her  50th  year. 

I  Sir  Thomas  Boleyn,  at  the  time  these  letters  were  written,  inhabited 
Hever  Castle  in  Kent,  which  was — '*  purchased  by  GteofVoy,  gn^eat  grand- 
father to  Qneen  Ann,  whose  father  Thdnnis  finished  the  castle,  Was 
orea^ted  Earl  of  Wilts  and  Ormondy  and  has  a  monument  here  with  his ' 
fij^re  in  brass,  in  the  robes  of  the  garter,  on  a  black  marble  tomb.  On 
her  exeevtibn  Henry  YIII.  gave  the  eastle  to  Ann  of  Cleies,  on  whose* 
dMtli  Mary  gave  U  to  tlie  waldgrav^S.  It  now  belongs  to  Sir  Timothy 
Waldo,  and  is  pretty  intire.*'    (Gough's  Catiden,  vol.  i.  p.'MS.) 

VQL.  XXI.  Pam.  XLIl.  Z 
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i4i|Te;  and  her  fioal  return  to.  Eng^nd,  from  drcumstancef  iviiidi 
follow,  must  have  taken  place  a  few  months  afterwards.—^''  Bcpg 
again  with  her  father j,  he  made  such  meanes,  that  she  was  admiui|Bd 
one  of  Queen  Katharines  women;  among  whom,  for  her  excellent 

Sisture  and  behaviour,  she  did  excel  aU  other;  in  so  much  that 
e  King  began  to  grow  enamoured  wiih  her;  which  was  .hot 
l^nown  to  an^^  person,  ne  scantly  to  her  own  person/'  ''  Nowe. 
:Lwas  at  that  time  the  Lorde  Piercie,  sonne  and  heire  of  the  Eafte 
of  Northumberlande,  attending  upon  my  Lord  Cardinally  and  was 
Us  servaunte ;  and  it  chaunced  the  said  Lord  Cardinal!  at  any 
.iBipe  to  rcpaire  unto  the  courte,  the  Lorde  Piercie  would-  rc^fprte 
then  for  his  pastime  into  Queen  Katherines  chamber,  and.  th«« 
would  he  fall  in  dalliance  among  the  maides,  being  at  the  last  more 
cpnYersante  with  Mrs.  Anne  Bulleine,  than, any  pther^  «o  tw 
there  grewe  such  a  s^crette  love  bet weeoe  them,  tJ^U  at. length 
they  were  insur^  together,  intending  to  marrye.  The  which  thipj^ 
when  it  came  to  the  King's  knowledge,  he  was  therewith  mightily 
:«fiended*  Wherefore  he  could  no  longer  hide  his  secret  afiectuin, 
biit  be  revealed  his  whole  displeasure  and  secrets  to  ^  CajrdioiMl 
in  that  behalf;  and  willed  him  to  infringe  the  assurance  made  th^ 
lietweea  the  said  Lord  Piercie  and  Mrs.  Anne  BuUeine.^  (Gtt- 
vendish,  p.  S64.) «  ^  '; 

Wolsey  was  not  negligent  in  this  commission,  nor  deficient  in 
contemptuous  feeling  towar<ds  the  lady ;  for, ''  being  in  his  gaUerji 
he  called  the  said  Lord  Piercie  unto  hia  presence,  and  before  tn 
his  servauntes  then  attending  upon  him,  said  unto  him  thua,  1 
marvaile  not  a  little,  quoth  he,  of  thy  folly,  tfiat  thou  wouldest  |^i^ 
entangle  and  ensure  thyselfe  with  a  foolish  girl  yonder  h^^illB 
courte,  Anne  Bullein,    Doest  thou  not  consickr  the  tstale  that 


t» 


^  Tlie  anonymous  and  sensible  writer  of  "  Who  wraU  CbmmiKiA'f  Hgk 
^  Wolsey  r"— (R.  and  A.  Taylor,  4to.  p.  66. 1814.)  hat  satitraetorily  re- 
stored that  particularly  interesting  performanee  to.  its  real  author.  It 
h^nce  appears,  "not  to  have  been  produced  by  the  Cavendish. wjio  was 
the  progenitor  of  the  house  of  Devonshire,"  (p.3p.)  nor  war  the  fonodatian 
of  the  present  grandeur  of  that  house  laid,  aff  is  coniivooly  nnd.erstocNliin 
attendance  as  gentlejman  usher  upon  Cardinal  Wo(sey,-.p.M;  but  hja 
Oeorfl^e  Ci^VQBdish,  (1500 — 1682}  who -was  of  a  gentleman's  %Qsily  of  £yfpi%- 
ford  in  &qSii9C.6>.d9--^).  Notice  of  thefO:  CavendiA^ >r»to -feoJiiirf . 
Uth^Arclo^OJ^a,  vol.  zip. 50-7^62.  ,        ,  .       ;■:/-;.;.. -Jr     ^ozA 

"ih  this  biogfapber  and  faithful  JserVaiit  of  nolaey^lii^naiMb^fAJ^ 
felicity,  rarely  the  .lot j6f  «  fallen  minister  ;iT-Ta  firin/attai^ifii^Bit  kt'^Ymf 
period  of  his  misfertnnei^  from  the  loss  of  fienry's  jfavoqir  to  his  hMtHM- 
nients,  when  he  uttered  tl^at  awful ,  and  weU-known  instrnctive..  UumBf 
ilfbiph  he  has  so  pathetically  recorded.  Nor  should  it  ^  fin gottf^nb^tat* 
either  from  esteem  for  his  virtues,  or  affiaetion  to  the  menibry  of  hij^lal^.^ 
,tprite,.Henry  gave  l^kveiidish  sij^ujar  intimations  of  nis  gra^ find  |«^ 
Ffir Jbe.tqol^.biitt! into  his  tamilly ,iuid  aervice, and  emptojedlii^i^ 49 mmd 
c^Btde^tia)  and  important  i^lS^    .  .,  .  ,,  ,  .,., 
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G«d  hatb  ealied  tbee  into  tfais  worlde  ?  For  after  thv  fathers  death 
ih6»  art  most  like  to  inherit  and  enjoye  one  of  the  noblest  e&rle- 
domtoof  this  region/''    (Ibid.)     Having  disimued  Pkrcie,  the 

'  PM»f;aiffed  by  Sir  Walter  Walih,  in  the  year  1529  arrested  the  Cdi^ 
Aiml  ill  bis  palace  at  Cawood.  (Cavendish,  p.  510.)  The  last  of  this 
Jioiise^  who  bad  borne  the  title  of  Earl  of  Northamberland,  was  that  ttidt^i 
jsnd  favoured  saHor  of  Anne  Boleyu;  who  was  compelled  by  bis  fa(he#  'to 
renounce  bis  pretensions  to  her  band,  in  def^ence  to  the  wishes  of  a  royal 
compefitor.  * 

>  The  dilappointment  and  the  injury  impressed  themselves  in  indcKbl^ 
cbamoters  on  the  heart  of  Perey :  in  common  vrith  the  objeot  of  his  a(t- 
.tacbment,  he  retained  acainst  Wolsey,  whom  be  helievnd  to  hav^  been  ac^ 
tivefy  instrumental  in  fostering  the  King's  passion,  a  deep  resentment, 
yhich  is  said  to  have  rendered  peculiarly  acceptable  to  biin  the  duty  af- 
terwards hnposed  upon  him,  of  arresting  that  celebrated  minister,  in  order 
to  bis  being  brought  to  trial.  For  the  lady,  to  whom  a  barbarous  exertion 
nf  pttTental  authority  bad  compelled  bim  to  give  his  hand,  while  his  whole 
,be*ft  was  devoted  to  another,  he  also  conceived  an  aversion  ratber  to  be 
lamented  than  wondered  at.  Unfortunatelv  she  brought  bim  no  living 
'oflSprinj^;  and  after  a  few  years  he  separated  biniself  from  her,  to  indu||[e 
"his  melancholy  alone  and  without  molestation.  In  this  manner  be  spun 
-oat  a  suffering  existence,  oppressed  with  sickness  of  mind  and  body,  dljs- 
engaged  fit^m  pntbHc  life,  and  neglectful -of  bis  own  embarrassed  affaivs, 
till  the  fatal  catastrophe  of  bis  brother,  brought  to  the  soaffold  in  1537,  ibr 
bis  share  in  the  Popish  rebellion  under  Askcr  £y  tUis  event,  and  by  the 
attainder  of  Sir  TliOmas  Percy's  children  which  followed,  the  £larl  saw 
biibself  deprived  of  the  ohly  consolation  which  remained  to  him,-^that  of 
.transmitting  to  the  posterity  of  a  brother  whom  be  loved,  the  titles  and  es- 
tates derived  to  bim  through  a  long  and  splendid  ancestry..  As  a  last  re- 
soarce,  be  bequeathed  all  his  land  to  the  -King,  in  the  hope,  which  was  not 
ilnally  fhisbrated,  that  a  return  of  royal  favour  might  one  day  restore  them 
te- the  representatives  of  the  Percies. 

^  Tbiidoae,  he  yielded  his  weary  spirit  on  the  last  day  of  the  same  month 
which  had  seen  the  fatal  oatastropbe  of  bis  misguided  brother.  (Aikin's 
Memeirrdf  Elisabeth,  vol.  1.  p.  118.  from  the  Peerage,  by  Sir  £.  Brydges ; 
Article,  Duke  of  Northumberland.) 

'  Thmil^  little  ceremonyi  and  probably  as  little  time,  was  used  in  patch- 
lii^  ii|i  these  nnptials;  as  might  be  e^^pected,  they  were  most  unhappy* 
tSo^lveere  told,  on  the  authority  of  the  Earl's  own  letters,  in  the  very  la- 
bored ieeoont  of  tbe  Percy  family  given  in  the  edition  of  Collins*  Peer- 
age, 1779;  perhaps  the  best  piece  of  fafnily  history  In  our  laqgaaarp, 
^  Henry,  tbe^ntbrifty  Earl  of  Northumberland,  died  at  Haokney  in  the 
Iprune^  of  life,  about  (en  or  twelve  years  aft«r  he  had  consented  to  this  mar- 
riage. Of  this  term  but  a  very  small  part  was  spent  in  oompany  of  bis  lady, 
-'He  lit ed  long  einougb,  however,  not  only  to  witnew  the  destruction  of  all 
bis  own  bappiness,  but  tbe  sad  termination  of  Anne  Boleyn's  life..  Jn  the 
admirable  acconnt  of  tbe  Percy  famil^y,  referred  to  above,  no  mention  Is 
made  of  the  lady  who  on  these  terms  consented  to  become^  tbe  Countesi 
of  N4»rUiamberland,  in  her  long  widowhood.  She  sequestered  bersejf 
^tH»tlie  v/orld  at  Wormhill,  on  the  banks  of  the  Derby^ire  Wye,  amidst 
looie  of  tbe  soblimest  Meiiery  of  the  Peak.'  This  ipteresting  lact  is  .c^ 
•laeled  ftott  one^ttf  her  letteiiulo  Lady  Cavendish  1q  the  Wilson,  eolfe^tlbn* 
It  ajLbibits  tbe  reciase  in  an  amiable  ehaAetelh.    She  is  pleiUlittgtire  bkui^p 
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Caidinal  sent  for  his  father,  the  attacbment  was  broken  off>and 
.the'  son  married  to  a  daughter  of  the  £arle  of  Shrewsbury — 
**  w herewith  Mrs.  Anne  Bullein  was  greatly  offended,  promisiog; 
if  ever  it  lay  in  her  power,  she  would  \V6r1c  much  displeasure  to 
ibe  Cardinal ;  as  after  she  did  in  deede/'  (Ibid.)  We  iiMieot  w- 
formed  of  the  precise  d^te  of  this  transaction ;  but  it  occurred  fiot 
Jater  than  \5%1,  a«  the  old  Earl  of  Northumberland  died  in  that 
Year.  It  happened  before  the  Cardinal  was  sent  out  of  the  way 
pn  his  embassy  to  France*  (as  before  mentioned,)  and  there  is  « 
jpircumstance  ki  tbe  4th  letter  also  which  will  fix  it  in  that  year  1^— 
**  As  my  Lord  Piercie  was  commanded  to  avoide  her  company,  so 
«he  was  discharged  of  the  courte,  and  sent  home  to  her  father  foi* 
a  season ;  whereat  she  smoked,  for  all  this  while  she  knew  nothing 
of  the  King's  intended  purpose." ' — ''After  these,  my  Lord  Percie's 

t>f  a  poor  neighbour,  whose  cattle  had  been  impounded  by  one  of  Lady  Cmi- 
Tendisb^s  agents.  Wormhill  is'about  eighteen  miles  from  Sheffield^  where 
Xady  Northumberland's  father,  brother,  and  nephew,  successively  Earls  of 
Shrewsbury,  spent  the  greatest  part  of  their  lives.  She  died  in  1572;  and 
on  the  171h  of  May  her  mortal  remains  were  deposited  in  the  vault  made 
Hi>y  her  father  in  SbefSeld  church,  where  sleep  so  many  noble  personages, 
some  of  them  in  monumental  honours.  (*  Who  wrote  Cavendish's  Life  of 
Wolsey  ?'  p.  28.)  The  Earl  of  Northumberland's  letter  denving  bis  c<»n- 
tract  with  Anna  Boleyn,  is  given  in  the  Appendix  (No.  II.)  From  Mr. 
'Kelson's  '*  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  parish  of  Islington"  we  learn,  that 
the  ancient  mansion  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Nortbumberfand  was  in  ex- 
Mence  till  within  a  few  years,  when,  being  in  a  tottering  condition,  it  was 
taken  down.  This  mansion  was  situated  at  the  north-west  corner  of  New- 
In^ton  Green  :  it  was  in  form  quadrangular,  composed  chiefly  of  wood  and 
plaister,  having  a  square  court  in  the  center,  and  communication  to  the 
^rarrotts  apartments  all  round  by  means  of  small  doors  opening  from  one 
#oom  to  anotlier. 

^  [The  letter  (Appendix,  No.  II.)  to  which  this  note  refers,  it  dated  Ireot 
Newington  Green,  proving  this  mansion  to  have  then  been  the  residence 
of  Percy.] 

When  it  became  the  property  of  Henry  YIII.,  that  monarch  is  said 
to  have  passed  a  portion  of  his  time  in  that  agreeable  retreat,  and  his  re- 
sorting to  this  place  stifl  traditionally  exists — a  pleasant  path,  which  winds 
from  the  south-east  corner  of  the  green  to  the  turnpike-road,  by  Balls' 
Pood,  having  been  iramemorialiy  called  *'  King  Harry's  Wa2k," 

'  Anna  Bullein's  engagement  with  Piercy  was  forbidden  upon  the  strength 
of  an  old  prerogative,  both  then  and  long  exercised  by  the  kings  of 
England,  in  not  permitting  any  of  the  nobility  to  contract  marriages,  and 
^  make  alliances  with  one  another,  hut  by  their  consent.    (Heylin*s  Refor- 
mation, P.  2.  p.  86.) 

The  eventful  life  of  this  Lady  has  engaged  the  pens  of  the  poet,  the 
novelist,  and  the  dramatist  Quadrio  mentions  a  history — *'  d'Anne 
Boulei),  l^eine  d*Angieterre,  en  Vers,"  existing  in  the  library  of  St.  Germain 
de  Piis.  (Storia  e  Hagione  d*ogni  Poesia,  T.  6.  p.  108.)  The  editor  has  in 
bis  possession  a  copy  of  a  Ms.  from  the  Vatican  library,  being  a  detail  of 
the  loves  of  Anna  JBoleyn  and  Percie,  stated  to  have  been  related  belbra 
Queen  Elizabeth.    It  is  in  Italian,  and  apparently  translated  fcout  aFrcacb 
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troublesome  matters  brougHt  Unto  a  good  siay^  and  all  things  done 
that  before  were  devised.  Mistress  Aune  Bulleine  was  revoked 
unto  tbe  court,  whereat  she  florished  after  in  great  estimation  and 
favour ;  having  atwaies  a  privy  grudge  against  my  Liord  Cardinally 
for  breaking  pff  tbe  contract  piade  betvi'eene  my  I^rd  Piercy  and 
her^  supposing  that  it  bad  bin  his  devised  will,  and  no  other,  nor 
yet  knowing  the  King's  secret  niind  thoroughly,  who  had  a  great 
affection  unto  her,  more  than  she  kuewe.  But  after  she  koewe 
ibe  King's  pleasure,  and  the  bottom  of  his  secret  stomache,  then 
!the  began  to  looke  very  haughty  and  stoute,  lacking  no  manner  6f 
jewetb  or  rich  apparel  that  might  be  gotten  for  money. '.  It  was 
therefore  judged  by  and  bye  through  the  court  of  every  man,  that 
she  being  in  such  favour,  might  worke  masteries  with  die  Kin^, 
andobteine  any  sute  of  him  for  her  friend. 

"  AR  this  while,  she  being  in  this  estimation  in  all  places,  it  js 
no  doubt  but  good  Queen  Katherine,  having  this  gentlewoman 
dayiy  attending  upon  her,  both  hearde  by  reporte,  and  sawe  with 
her  eyes,  how  it  fraitied  agaitist  her  good  Ladysbippe :  although^be 
shewed  neither  unto  Mistress  Anne  Bulleine,  ne  unto  the  Kiog^ 
aoy  kinde  or  aparke  of  grudge  or  displeasure ;  but  accepted  all 
things  in  goode  parte,  and  with  wisddme  and  gk'eat  pacience  dia* 
aimuled  die  sanie,  havirtg  Mistress  Anne  in  more  estimation  for. 
the  King's  sake,  than  she  was  with  her  before,  declaring  heisself  to 
be  a  very  perfect  Gcisell,  as  ber  patient  actes  shall  hereafter  ntiQr« 
evidently  to  all  men  be  declared/'    (Cavendish,  p.  368.) 

orighiai.  It  is  in  tbe  strain  of  the  love  tales  which  abounded  in  tbe  reign' 
of  LooisXIV.;  possesses  no  merit,  and  only  proved  the  poptdarity  e# 
tbe  story.  (Bx  oodice  Cbartao.  in  4to.  Biblioth.  Vatic  Capponiaa.  K«w 
las.    Iacipit:-«<'ABooroheilDiaoaaiAlan«)ne...") 
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LETTER  I. 

[Amttt  Bolejfi  wu  at  court  earlj  m  Maj.  ^  For  tber«  is  k  letter,  litfe  ia  Iht  fitri  «# 
4lxfordl'«  iibraty,  from  Fox  to  Gardiner,  at  Rome,  dated  May  4th,  IfiSS— wbeM  kk 
mites  of  his  landing  at  Sandwich  two.  days  befofe«— his  eomh^  t^t  nifl^  4e 
Greenwich,  where  the  King  lay— his  having  been  commanded  t»ga  to  Bin.  Aase's 
ehamber  in  tlie  Tilt-yard  ■ — and  declaring  to  her  their  ezpeditlofi  in  tiie  King^  canse, 
and  their  hastening  the  arrival  of  the  legate,  &c."  (Introduction  to  these  letters  in  Um 

'  Harleian  miscellany.)  This*arrival  corresponds  tfith  Fox's  departnie  from  Rome,  which 
Would  doabtless  take  place  on  the  immediate  appointment  of  thel^ate,  which  was  oa 
the  12th  of  April :  she  left  the  court  soon  alter  his  retuto,  and  this  ieHur  was  written 

•  9ooh  after  her  departure.    Her  mtreat'  war,  I  coinceive^Bever  -^tetle  in  Keat,  iSBm 

'  reudeuce  of  her  £idher.    In  this  ktter,  which  is  dictated  in  a  strain  of  dalicaey  and 

afiection,  the  King  regrets  the  necessity  of  a  separation,  which  is  only  ^pporiti^ 

by  a  confidence  in  her  indissoluble  affection  for  htm.'  In  dus  disposition  of  mind,  it 

:as  not.  probable. he  aiiould  '  be  long  wit|iOQt  seeing  the  objeot ofilda  jtittfchflMnft,  who 

.was  only  afcw  Rfil^.from  hloi.]  .  rt   r  \ 


^tnoi 
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■*  [-Mfl  mestren  et  ftmyej  mojf  et  mob  ^eem]  i^«  ramesleleM -rot 
oMnis  vdiis  'suppIisdiC  les  avoyrfc  pur  reconuMider  a^c^te  Woe  gmce- 
^"^ue  par  absens  Vtfre  affection  ne  leor  soil  dmimA  |  ^car  pur«i%^ 
nienter  leure  peine  ce  s^roit  grand  Piti6'c«r  TabseBce  leoreiait 
st^4  et  (Jus  que  J'fiinieii  je  ^usae  pense  |  en  nob  faiaant  rem^- 
teVotr  ting  point  de  astronomie  qoi  est  telle  ]  taut  plus  loing  que 
les  Juors  lK>nt  tarit  plus  cflbigu6  estle  Solelte|  et  noHobstant  plus 
farvent  |  af  si  fait  il  de  no^re  .Amonre.  per  absence  nous  soniue 
elonies  et  neunnfiains  elle  garde  sa  farveure  o  moina  de  oorli' 
Cboste  I  Aiant  en  espoire  lai  paraylle  du  vore  fo«s  .asMiiMt  qwi^ 
de  nut  part  Tanuye  derabaence  deik  m'eatVropegitedef  EtJ^piaat  i* 
pense  a  Taugmentatioir-  de  il  ^llujr  qtie  -par-  ferci  faute^ue^je- 
iuffre|  il  met  presque  intollerable  si  n'estoit  le  ferme  eapoufie  que 
Jay  de  v're  indissoluble  affection  vers  moi  |  et  pur  le  yous  re* 
roentevoire  alcune  fois  cela  et  voiant  que  personellement  ni  puM 
estre  en  v*re  presens  |  chose  le  plus  apfTtiante  n  cella  qui  nu'est 
possible  au  present  je  vous  envoye  |  c'est  a  dire  ma  picture  myse 
enbrasseletts  a  toute  la  Device  que  deia  saves  me  soubaitant  en 
Icure  plase  quant  III  vous  pleroit  |  c'est  de  la  main  de 


>^)5:i..x&^^^ 


•  The  TIH-yard  of  Greenwich  Palwe  Is  mentioned  by  Cavendisli  ([^  IIS^)  la  «M 
tmUNng  the  festivitieft  pmtided  for  the  Fien^h  Ambassador  and  suited  he  saykj— 'llVa 
was  the  battquetting  chamber  in  the  tiU  )furd  at  Grcenwiche  funiished  tortiicea* 
trrtainment  of  these  strange rs,  &(c»'* 
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LETTER  II. 

'XBet*eeii  tbt  fini  and  leMhd  Letter  an  intenrieyi  had  a(4>«ientlj  taken  plaoo^  and  th^ 

Itadyin  conaeqiieneehiul  tOBSQBtod  to  retun^  to  cdiirt :  but  he  now  upbnidf^bwr  Will 

Isnng  changed  her  mind,  dedking  to,i»*appear  either  widiout  her  moliier,  or  m-anj 

^  other  nnanner.    The  baaier  of  .this  mianve  niHst  ■  have  been  a  person  of  cottditioa«ai' 

she  it  lefornd  to  him  fpir  confidential  information  relative  to  the  wnter.] 


.  >  -•■ 


A  Ma  Mei^et 


/rnc 


[Puree  qti*il  me  aembte]  le  Terns  estre  bieffloiige  depub  avoire 
euye  de  Vre  bon  Sant^  et  de  tous  |  Le  grande  affectioki  qCie  j^aj 
versvous  ma  persuade  de  voiis  envojere  ce  porteure  pur  estre 
melili^asiertieiie'de  vc'rv^SaptiB  et  Voloiref'et'^ur'ce'que  depub 
men  partement  de  avec  vous  on  mV  aver ty  que  I'opinion  en 
quoy  Je  vous  laissoye  est  de  tout  asture  chayng6  et  que  no 
vQuHes  venire- en  Court  ni  avec  Madame  vo're  mere  ni  aultrement 
ausi  I  Laquel  report  estant  vrayi  je  ne  saroy  asses  eniarvelliere  veu 
que  depuis  je  massure  de  vous  u'avoire  james  faite  faute  |  et  ii  me 
semble  bien  petite  retribution  pur  le  grande  Amour  que  je  voua 
port  de  me  eloiniere  et  la  Parrole  et  la  Personage  de  la  Fam  du 
monde  que  plus  j'estime  |  et  si  vous  me  aimes  de  si  bon  affection 
comme  j'espere  je  suis  sure  que  la  eloign  ment  de  nos  deux  par- 
so  nes  vous  seroy t  ung  peu  ennuieuse  toutefois  qu'il  nappartient 
pas  tint  ala  Mestres  co  me  au  Suntiteiu*  panser  bien  ma  Mestres 
que  rabsens  de  vous  fort  me  grefe  esperant  qu'il  ne  pas  vo're  vo* 
1^1^  que  ainsi  ce  soit  |  mais  si  je  eotendoy  piur  Verite  que  volon- 
Cerement  vous  la  desiri^s  je  non  puis  mais  fere  si  non  plaiudre 
19a  mauvais  Fortune  en  relatant  peu  a  peu  ma  grande  folie  | 
et  ainsi  a  faulte  de  Terns  fay  fin  de  ma  rude  LeUre  suppliant 
de  doner  foy  a  ce  porteur  en  ce  quil  vous  dira  de  ma  Part  |  Esccyt 
de  Ja.  main  du  tout  vo're  soiuvteure  | 

[Signed  as  before.] 

LETTER  III. 

[Though  not  authorised  to  change  the  order,  yet  from  the  progress  of  the  subject  it  ap- 
peajn,  that  this  should  have  b€«n  placed  after  the  6th,  where  the  raider  ivill  find  lomt 
oWemtioqs  upon  It} 

L*ennuye  que  j'avoye  du  dubte  de  vd're  Sant6  me  trobia  et 
egarra  peucup  et  neulz  estre  gers  quiete  sans  avoire  sue  la  Cer- 
teynte  mais  puisque  nancors  aavez  rien  sentu  jespere  et  me  tiem 
pur  assure  que  ill  se  passera  de  vous  come  jespere  quil  est  de  nous 
car  iioiit  etant  a  Waltban  deux  Vusbyres  deux  verles  de  Chambre^ 
Vtfire  firere  master  Jesoneie  ont  tonrfie  makMie  et  aoni  atsHire  d^ 
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tout  sains  et  depuis  nous  nous  tuqaes  reboutes  en  no  re  mesons 
de  Hondson  la  ou  nous  nous  somes  bien  troves  sans  occupe  malade 
pour  steure  dieu  soyt  \o\xk  et  je  pense  que  si  vous  vous  voles  pi- 
lirez  du  lieu  du  Surye  ccTe  nous  fimes  vous  le  passeres  tans 
dangrez  et  aussi  unjg  aultre  chose  vous  peut  comforter  car  a  la  Verity 
come  il  desit  pen  ou  nuUes  fame  oht  ste  malady  e  que  encore  pliis 
est  nul  de  n're  Cort  et  pen  aiHieurs  efn  meurit  parquoi  je  vous 
supply  ma  entiere  aimee  de  non  avoire  point  de  peure  ni  de  no're 
absens  vous  trope  ennyere  Car  ou  que  je  soy  vo  re  suis  et  nonob- 
sta'te  il  £|ut  accune  fois  a  telles  fortunes  obayere  Car  qui  catre  for- 
tune veult  Inter  en  telle  endroit  en  est  bien  sovent  tant  plus  eloin6 
fttrquoy  reco  forte .  vous  et  spyes  hafdy,  et  vidiez  1^  mall  tant  que 
vous  pourres,  Et  jesper^  bientqte  de  vous  faire  cbsinter  le  reQvoye  | 
n"o  plus  pour  asteur  de  faute  de  Temps  siqonque  je  vous  souhaif 
•ntre  m^  b^s  pour  vpus  ost^r  ung  peu  de  vous  d^^fpiiable  {|mui^ 
ft^s.  ^rispte  de  In  maio  de  qelluy  qui  est  |  et  tqujoiirs  aera  vo're  | 
iqimMabk 

[SigQed  as  t^for^.] 
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The  foUowing  Tract  wu  written  the  first  few  dajs  after 
the  arrival  of  the  dedsioa  of  the  Congress  of  Verona,  wludi 
■uddenly  roused  the  feelings  and  excited  the  indignation  of  ererf 
man  in  this  conntry»  wbiw  reading  the  revoking  document,  by 
his  fire-side. 

The  principles  and  pretenuons  of  the  Continental  Sorereignt, 
and  the  mode  hj  which  thejr  gave  discretionary  power  to  the 
Uhn  Ministers  of  France  to  dnw  on  the  resources  of  th^  do> 
numons  foi  means  of  desolating  the  territory  of  our  faithful  allies, 
were  alike  calculated  to  excite  a  spirit  capable  of  deranging  their 
projects. — Following  accounts,  however,  allayed  the  agitation,  by 
the  hope  that  all  hostile  views  were  laid  aside ;  and  Siese  slweti 
were  thrown  by,  as  no  longer  required  For  any  useful  purpose. 

But  as  it  now  appears  tluit  a  plan  is  on  the  carpet,  tar  suspend- 
ing  ioCerconrae  wiui  Spain,  and  thus  declaring  her  beyond  the  pak 
oi  public  law,  it  may  not  be  unadrisablt  to  caU  the  attentfani  tit 
ibg  British  public  to  the  consideradon  of  the  question  altogether*' 
and  to  direct  their  reflections  to  a  few  leading  points,  fjxmt  vriteilcfe 
tiiey  may  pursue  more  lengthened  trains  of  bought  than  ttew^ii* 
pers  have  space  to  give  expression  to. — There  is  but  one  died  (a 
acoalirion  of  the  Sorerngns  of  the  Holy  Alliance  agunst  wbaterer 
may  excite  their  animadveruon — and  that  is,  the  public  opinion  of 
Great  Britain ;  against  which,  when  well  awakened,  nridwr  Kmgt' 
nor  Ministers  can  long  pursue  an  aggressire  system. 

^at  it  mutt  not  be  f<n;gotten,  that  that  oinmon  oares  its  »tMtt 
to  the  steadiness  and  consistency  of  its  movements :  were  it  bS^ 
reiadilT  excited,  it  would  quickly  re-act  and  lose  its  efficacy.  TidHi 
u  no  mtention  of  agitatbg-  or  inflaming  the  public  aguntt  those 
Powers  in  alliance  wkh  tnis  country ;  it  is  mily  intended  to  ctfll 
their  minds  with  earnestness  to  a«ubject  of  paramount  mtpottanee, 
^^^  affects  the  honor,  independence,  and  pronierity,  dw  secnnty 
of  their  most  valued  allies,  and  the  tranquility  of  Europe  bodi  now 
and  for  the  future. 

The  views  of  Goremnient  and  of 'the  Opposition  are  united  ma 
tlus  question,  and  the  public  vmce  is  <mly  waotmg  to  iAvtibt 
remonstrances  of  our  Ambassadors  tjieir  proper  wnght  m  those 
quarters  where  they  appear  to  have  lieen  hiAerto  disregarded. 
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[LIP  11^  ^bf  Spain  possessed  the  kingdoms,  of.  Spain  :aiid  Ppr* . 
tQ|{al«  ti^e  whole  dominiofis  of  the  house  of.Bui^undy,  theJMilaaesey; 
the  Jkingdoais  of  Naples  and  Sicily»  the  whole  ortbe  new  wprM. 
then  discoTeredt  die  setdemen^  on  the  .coast  of  Africa  and  in  India, 
esublished  by  the  Portuguese,  tiie  islands  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  in  the  Atlantic    His  army,  by  ita  discif^e  and  steadineiSf 
acquireda  distinction  under  the  name  of  the  Spanish  Infaptrv,  which 
atiU  ia  dwelt  on  in  every  estimate  of  the  military. capabilities  of 
Spain ;  his  generals  were  worthy  of  a  compatison  with  &ie  tno^t 
diftingaisbed  Goy^^is  ^f -  the  present  age  i  suid^tbe.QPglikM:  Qupjply 
oCj[dl4 and ^ver from  his  American  dominipna/at  a..tifQe.  wn^. 
bdier  nattpos^  bad  little  means,  of  procunx^  tbtnif  b^fttQwe^  a 
power  of  conducting  distant  operations  and  combined  military  nK>ve» 
mfpntSy  not  possessed  by  any  other  State.    At  home  be  ruled  wi^i  an . 
authority  unlimited,  and  unquestioned  |  bis  foreign  i^^pns  were 
ttudtstuibed  by  the  pretensbns  ofanyxhral  potentate.)  ^  diaracr 
tet  of  a  tyrant  bestowed  by  Nature^  lendei^  ATS^lab}^.  fpr  the, 
subjection  of  others,  all  the  means  of  tyranny  at  his  disposal;  and, 
tc^fsum  up.  aUj  he  carried  the. cross  on  his  banner^  and^dejclared 
Upiself  tb«  Champion  of  the  Catholic  Oiurcb. 

;^<Whatinrer  die  material  weapons  of.  man  could  efiect  ajopinst  die 
progress  of  aii  opinion^  would  have  been  efiected  by  Philip  IL  It 
is  well  ktiown  how  long  he  combated  his  revoked  subjects  of  the 
Netherlands  with  all  his  means^^  and  how  baffed  all  hisefibrts 
were  for  their  reduction.  J^ty^Aii^ss^  his  father  was'ena1>led 
to  suppress  an  extended  and^  ci^i^ittz^ 
Spain,  while  he  was  surroiicidied:  with  4sfficulties>  and  in  a  remote 
countrj^. 
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In  entering  on  the  consideration  of  the  present  subject^  it 
will  be  particularly  useful  to  reflect  upon  the  two  historical  facts 
just  mentioned,  the  victory  ultimately  gained  by  the  insurgents  of 
the  Netherlands,  in  spite  of  every  aimculty,  and  the  suppresaon 
of  the  Holy  Junta  in  Spain,  about  the  same  period.  To  a  con- 
temporary politician  it  might  have  appeared  that  the  one  must 
fail,  and  the  other  might  succeed,  because  he  could  not  have  per- 
ceived the  essential  difference  of  the  causes  oiF  those  move- 
ments. But  historical  experience  enables  us  to  know  that  political 
convulsions  which  owe  their  origin  to  conflicting  interests,  may  be 
subdued  by  arms,  however  formidable  in  their  aspect :  for  parties 
fight  each  other,  each  rests  secure  in  the  afiections  of  his  followers, 
as  they  are  only  maintaining  their  own  cause;  it  is  a  simple  ques- 
tion of  force.  But  in  the  contest  between  brute  strengdi  and 
mental  energy,  in  which  it  is  attempted  to  restrain  the  mind  of 
man,  after  it  has  fully  recognised  its  objects  and  its  powers,  an 
estimate  according  to  the  rules  of  war  and  politics  is  as  fallacious 
as  it  would  be  to  compare  the  elephant  and  hS»  rider  by  thttr 
weight.  In  such  a  war  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  effect  of 
afmed  multitudes,  because  there  is  perpetual  danger  diat  d^e 
individual  wilt  which  ultimately  guides  them,  will  escape  con«- 
ttpok 

:  In  refkwing  the  diflFerent  opinions  which  have  agitated  the 
public  at  difierent  periods,  with  this  distinction,  constantly  present 
to  the  mind,  we  shall  be  enabled  to  account  for  the:  various  success 
which  has  attended  the  propagators  and  maintainers  of  them. 
Some  flodshed-  for  an  age,  and  perished  of  themselves  ;  others^  by 
die  aid  df  influence  and  power,  were  k^pt  alive  for  periods  hmg 
or  short,  and  died  by  general  neglect  when  such  support  no  longer 
was  aflForded } — some  lived  by  party  spirit ;  some  by  the  bigotry 
and  fanaticism  g£  their  professors :— but  diose  new  viiewsaod  modes 
ct  thinking  which  naturally  arose  from  the  progress  of  the  human 
fiieiilties,  suid*the  desire  of  improvement  implanted  by  Providence 
iti'  the  minds  of  men  of  every  age  and  nations  have  never  been 
subdued.  They  have  been  suppressed  and**  smodiered,  like  the 
early  doctrines^  of  Christianity,  only  to  break  fcmh  again  with  a 
power  beyond  control.  What  lengdi  of  time  did  the  Patricians 
struggle  against  such  an  opinion  in  Rome,  ind  how  often  did  they 
apparently  extinguish  it  F  What  contests,  frequently  successful, 
between  me  feudal  lords  and  their  revoltiiig  vassals !  How  many 
wars,  with  different  results,  against  the  opinions  of  the  reformers  in> 
religioil !  Biit  we  now  know  that  the  opposition  to  thosp  opinions. 
Mly- caused' a  gratuitous  addition  to  the  miseries  of  humaiuty,and 
diac  their  triuniph  was  secure,  howemr  long  the  contest  may  have 
been  continued.    But  the  conclusion  will  ne  very  different  '^'^^ 
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req^C  to  those  new  Tiews  which  owed  their  origin  to  caprice,  or 
eftMal  ctrcumstaiiceft :  these,  iniieed,  hare  worked  in  a  contracted 
cirdf  with  the  fury  wluch  marks  fanaticism  in  all  its  movements^ 
the-  crusades  may  be  adduced  as  instances.  But  such  opinioflS. 
can- never  extend  calmly  and  invincibly,  13ce  the  unquestionabtti' 
deductions  of  the  understanding :  the  one  may  be  compared  to  the' 
currents  of  the  atmo^here,  the  other  to  its  all-pervading  power: 

It  has  been  a  sort  of  fashion  amongst  politicians  to  date  the 
origin  of  the  revolutionary  principle  which  now  agitates  Europe^' 
from  -tbe'vreristance  of  the  UnitedStates  to  the  mother  countr^^' 
and  to  beli^^i^  that  France  may  attribute  her  Revolution  to  the 
part  she  took  in  tKe  contest  that  eiisued.  This  is  a  very  superfickit' 
and  short-sighted  view  of  the  subject. 

Why  should  the  people  of  North  America  have  so  strenuously 
asserted  their  rights,  and  have  refused  to 'accept  the  conditions' 
under  which  the  colonies  of  other  Powers  were  content  to  live  ?— 9-' 
Or  why  should  not  those  other  colonies  have  made  the  same 
resistance  ?  Because  the.  people  of  the  North  had  carried  those 
opinions  with  them  i  they  were  the  cause  of  their  emigration  i 
and  though  first  awakened  by  religious  persecution,  were  ready 
to  change  their  form,  at  the  approach  of  any  power  undet  the 
semblance  of  tyranny,  and  to  assert  whatever  right  appeared  to  be 
invaded.  The  other  colonies  remained  in  thei^  original  apathy  and' 
ignorance,  uninfluenced  by  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation.  It  was 
the  spirit  of  inquiry  and  free-thinking  disseminated  by  this  mighty 
change,  which  gave  new  views  and  new  political  desires  to  die' 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  But  whence  arose  this  mighty 
change  itself?  Was  it  the  profligacy  of  a  Pope,  or  the  treachery  (a 
a  Coundl,  or  the  energy  of  one  man,  that  produced  so  great  a 
revdution  in  government,  religion,  in  public  institutions  and 
private  sentiments  ? — Surely  we  must  go  still  further  back,  and 
attribute  the  preparation  tor  so  great  a  chanee,  the  readiness  to' 
fly  to  arms  at  the  first  sound  of  any  tocsin,  to  the  gradual  but  sure 
effect  of  the  intercourse,  the  commerce,  the  collision  of  opinion^. 
the  intellectual  speculation,  the  spirit  of  adventure^  which  were* 
perhaps  first  excited  by  tliose  early  wars  against  opinion,  the 
crusades,  and  were  strengthened  and  matured  by  the  succession 
of  discoveries  in  the  fifte^ith  and  sixteenth  centuries,  which  opened 
new  views,  and  placed  new  objects  within  the  reach  of  man. 

If  Statesmen  will  not  take  a  comprehensive  view  of  human 
aflfairs,  and  direct  their  conduct  by  those  universal  principles  which 
regulate  the  course  of  events  in  every  age ;  if  the  sources  of  know- 
ledge, and  the  recorded  result  of  a  multitude  of  experiments  lie 
vainly  open  to  them ;  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  jxrhat  claim  do  they 
possess  to  any  superiority  over  those  rabble  councillors  v^o  now 
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pietend  to  dtiectthepublk  qmit>tt2-rilf  theburinet^'-of  OiwlW 
meat  consists  in  Co^esseSr  spctfdieSf^eclainitioitS'  of  iMfyiMA 
iQTaaions  of  territory,  at  the  mcfie  trill  of  pMsonstin  ^ttdt^rity^^ 
Sxecutive  Directory  of  Hunt  and  C^bbett'aad  tlieir  f^Uafurs^riH 
bt  quite  as  capable  ,of  managing  the -public  bjMitless  asthtjiiost 
^dightened  Statesmen  :-<-«the  fonns  of  di(tomatty;miisc;be  atandb^H 
cdf.and  the  style  of  energetic  common  sense  be  Bubstitu^fiNMtbe 
i9>ttrtly  repetitions  which  perplex  ^aad  shroud  the"' mQaaidg-^^ii^ 
educated  envoys ;  but  the  direction- of  the  puUk- force  w31  be 
ts  eflEicientj  and  the.  national  character  m  ftwatdlf 
The  true  business  of  Goyertiment  is  of  anotltor  dMratteP-  'its 
object  is  to  avert  ihose  odamities  whidi  arise^ftoto  dot  coUisibQ  of 
interests  and  passions,  not  to  cherish  andpsimK)Ce.fihHMn.  Ji-ttae 
Stetesmaa  wUl  employ  the  emulation  and  riindf^  4:^  turtioAftV  as 
instruments,  of  -happiness  and  i»pn»nemei|t;!^and  ^e 'coutnglL^ 
activity  and  .productive  power  which  bad  governments  appljfi^ 
the  gratification  of  their  own  puny  animosities^  will  4n  his  iMHMfe 
constitute  a  fund  for  lessening  the  misery  and  enliufging'ithe  e^jl^ 
JHents  of  all  me*  and  all  nations. .  -  y        v. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  dwell  for  a  few  moments  on^^gen^nd 
view^  before  proceedmg  to  die  paitkulaT' qpiestion  whidi^^idir 
agitilCes  die  public  mindf  because  there  are  large  bodies  of -weU- 
iManins  and  excellent  persons  who  think  every  thing  onder  the 
name  oF  liberty  and  refbrn^^  essentially  the  same  in  character  with 
those  Jacobinical. principles  so  justly  entitled  to  their  abl^lrrence* 
It  is  only  necessary  to  exhibit  to  their  view  the  true  state,  lof  thfc 
question  to  obtun  their  co*operation ;  and  if  it  be  approaehe4t^#iAi 
an  understanding  capable  of  deciding  for  itsdf  aoeordiM'l^^h^ 
jn^rits  of.  the  case»  there  will  appear  but  little  douht-that  immmt 
persons  who  now  propose  the  invasion  of  >  the,  SpanidktetriOMyi 
would  have  persecuted  the  Protestants  at  Roefaellet  rebelled  agaioM 
the  authority  of  William  the  Third  in  England^  and  diat  they  woald 
re-establish  the  Bastile  in  France-— if  they  dared. 

But  what  is  the  nature  of  this  revolutionsuy  spirit  which  rendell 
Spain  an  object  of  jealousy  and  apprehension  ta  surrounding 
sialions?  It  is  not  the  desolating  fury  of  Jaeobioism  tearing  dowA 
d)e  sanctuaries. of  religion  and  the  law;  for  the  national  CJhmreh . 
hat  been  made  co-existent  with  the  new  ConstitaCiaayaMid  the  biw 
has  gained,  the  new.  support  of  public  (qNnioa.|i*-^«or  is  ira  wai^ 
against  the  rank  and  riches  of  the  State,  against  security  ^^ 
property,  or  political  distinction;  for  e^ery  order  isr* alike  p^ 
tected  under  the  law.  .  It  is  not  a  new.  attempt  of  viMOCkiaR^ 
and  speculative  men  to  throw  the  elements  of  society  into^oott- 
fusion,  for  die  purpose  of  re-modelling  them  by  rule^and  compiSSV 
for  .the  Constitntion  i%  diat  originally  vftamwi^^iader  ih^^an^^icel 
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^  iGfcat  BritftiAf  la^cording  to  die  fqlidamtotal  laws  and  reeogniseA 
inttitutiofis  of  the  Spanish  Monarchy.:  It  is  not  a  proselydiig 
fpirit.  irhich  sends  its  missionaries  to  preach' new  ddctrintsi  and 
SOWi^  seeds  of  mutual  hatred  amongst  die  subjects  of  other 
States  I  for  it  renounces  all  attempt  at  foi^ign  interference!  aaad 
poitessfto  neither  language  nor  literature  to  diffuse  its  doctrines^^ 
It  hMrs  ooj^semblance  in  any  feature  to  those  principles  which 
Uilat^d  SiU!0pe.at(the  beginning  of  the  i^olutjonary  w^i  except 
tbt:0|ie  ^  dttnge-^it  is  simply  the  movement  by  whidi  a  gcBe>» 
tG^  nation  endearors  to  tttun  her  tame  posidon  amongst  ciriUscd 
QominttiUties.  Her  neighbors^.once  as  far  inferior  as  they  no«r 
surpass  beri:baYe  risen  to  eminence  in  science,  arts,  and  literatuse^ 
tnagricuhiNTf  and  manufoctures,  in  policy  and  legislation— 4n  eveif  ^ 
tli^QgOiiibich  enlarges  the  intellect,  increases  the  enjoyment  lUDd 
guaiiu^ties^tiie  -security  of  men  >--»but  her  institutionsJiave  preventcdl 
Si^rfipaRm  running  the  same  race — she  has- been  held  back  like  • 
JIGllijtary.jlhip  by  an  unwieldy  anchor,  while  her  companions  of  the 
%9t:  affe.pfoiidlv borne  along  the  tide  to  wealth  and  glory.  Is  k 
crinunal  to  feel  her  degradadon,  and  emulate  the  prosperity  thua 
presented  to  her  riew  ? — She  shows  no  jealous  hostility  to  her 
precutsorst  nor  pursues  unwarrantable  means  of  following  in  their 
career-r- berjconduct  is  open  and  unequivocal,  founded  on  the  iiw 
disputable  right  of  an  independent  nadon*  She  respects  the  esta^ 
blished^insdtutions  of  every  State,  and  upholds  her  own;*— theiaw* 
ia  omnipotent  in  judging  tiie  excesses  of  the  passions  ;^— -no  spirit  of 
f  e? enge  is  exh9>itcd  in  the  moments  of  triumph  and  ezultadon^ 
'thoug^many  -violations  of  £uth  have  arisen  to  awaken  it; — the 
JbumanicieS'  of  .civilised  warfare  are  exercised  towards  die  van^ 
4|iiis|ieds«*r4iiere  ia  no  general  cqnfisoadon,  no  proscription,  mr 
lieeoce  ainongst  a  victorious  soldiery,  :no  door  dcMed  on  reconcU 
liadon;-7the  majority  of  the  people  have  declared  their- will,  and 
thje  minority  are  required  to  obey  it.  This  b  the. spirit  which 
<<  threatens  the  security  of  surroundii^  nadons,  and  may  ultimatdy^ 
endanger  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.^ 
\  But  the  Inquisition,  which  formed  an  integral  part  of.  die  old 

Sovfgmment,  ».  abolidied  ;  the  overgrown  monastic  estddtshmenta 
aye.b^eti pruned;  the  extenrive  rij^t  of  commonage, i)y  wlnA 
irfew  oorper^dons  and  Indiriduals  were  empowered  to  hold  extent 
site  territories  in  a  state  of  waste  and  depopulation,  has  been 
modtfiod* 

..Here  are  the  three  measures  which  have  given  rise  to  the 
Regendy  of  Urgel,  the  army  of  the  Faith,  and  the  decision  of 
V;eipnft«  Those  Sovereigns  of  the  Continent  who  professed  the 
mottvjiberal  sentiments  as  individuals,  at  the  peace  o£Paris,  have 
MmkJeasod  up  uphold-  those^ififdttttiooi  which  watAed  the  pro^ 
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^esl  6f  thkt  contraband  of  knowledge  and  infomUrtiMy  Htliktl 
Must  iooiier  of  later  turtail  their  power.  Thi^tr  feet  ilN*ir  tfti^ 
tesitieni  and  triMnble  ac  etery  agitation  of  the  public  tnindy  titt 
Flnto  in  the  combat  of  die  Grods,  lest  th^  horrid  decrees  df  liii 
dmiiniond  should  be  displayed  to  Earth  and  Heaven. 

But  will  the  British  public  reprobate  the  conduct  of  the  Spaudill 
Attthofitie8»  because  they  have  thought  fit  to  removi^  those  abiM# 
wfaidi  serred  as  a  reproach  to  every  Christiati  in  his  intercOiim 
#ith  Pagans  or  Mussulmeui  and  to  every  subject  of  a  fifonardiy 
when  conversing  with  Republicans  ?  Surely  the  doctrines  ^ 
0iristianity  as  preached  in  thdse  dominions^  will  never  Sanctim^ 
At  inrasion  of  any  country  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the 
atrocities  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition  \  not  will  the  prdessots  of 
Ae  reformed  religion  lament  the  extinction  of  those  licentiotia 
ieminaries  of  criminal  indulgence,  whose  nototiety  obliged  th^ 
Ancestors  to  secede  from  the  Churchy  nor  will  Ae  benetotant 
philanthropist  who  glories  in  the  equal  privileges  of  rich  and  jjpodr 
in  his  own  country,  complain  that  the  worst  species  of  ferest  hrw» 
which  subjected  whole  districts  to  the  caprice  of  an  individuttV 
has  been  abolished. 

But  let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  diat  the  tendency  of  the  puUie. 
measures  in  Spain  is  as  hostile  to  other  nations  as  we  enemiee Krf^* 
the  new  order  of  things  pretend.    Is  there  any  probability  that' 
the  whole  power  of  the  united  Sovereigns  will  be  able  to  subdue 
the  spirit  which  enacts  tliem  i  We  have  seen  it  struggling^  with- 
obstacles,  dangers,  sufierings,  despair,  and  death }— its  votaries  sub- 
dued by  foreign  tyranny,  abandoned  by  tibeir  allies/  perseeufed  by* 
the  Sovereign  who  owed  his  throne  to  their  exertions ; — Porlier 
executed  in  the  North,  Elio  revelling  in  the  South  ;  the  scafeld 
raised  in  each  province,  and  spreading  its  ominous  shadow  over 
every  cottage  of  the  realm ;   die  unresisted  satellites  of  b^p>try 
and  despodc  power  stalked  again  abroad  in  all  the  pageantry  w 
the  middle  ages,  and  the  very  mob,  corrupted  by  its  ignorance, 
applauding  its  oppressors :-- yet   the  same  spirit  lived,  and  war 
transmitted  from  the  dying  to  their  offspring,  like  those  imperish- 
able  tradidons  which  record  the  former  glories  of  a  declinii^ 
people.    Let  Spain  then  be  invaded. 

Can  the  divided  Ministry  of  France,  obliged  to  struggle  vriih 
die  Chambers  and  the  Press,  direct  the  operations  of  the  war  Kke 
the  genius  of  Napoleon,  single  in  its  conceptions,  unfettered  in  die: 
dbposition  of  its  means,  ai^  holding  in  complete  subjection  the 
tongue,  the  pen,  the  wealdi  and  services  of  every  FrendMnsm  f 
'Will  their  Courtier  Generals  prove  as  efficient  as  mote  MurMti 
who  owed  their  rank  and  dtles  to  a  tried  pre-eminence  i  Can  tiMfr 
young  battalions  stand  the  disheartening  warfare  di  the  stiiell# 
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and  the  kuife»  like  the  flinty  veterans  inured  to  the  costume  and 
Wiarlike  habits  of  all  nations  ?  Will  the  cry  of  Waterloo  and  Vive 
leiRoi  excite  their  courage  like  that  of  Austerlitz  and  fena,  and  the 
fortunes  of  Napoleon  i  or  will  the  desire  of  replacing  tlie  derided 
relics  of  the  Spanish  altars  be  as  powerful  a  moral  stimulus  as  the 
ambition  of  rendering.  France  the  mistress  of  all  nations  ? 

But  Napoleon's  geaius,  and  his  unfettered  power,  his  Marshals^ 
vft^nui  troops,  and  animating  war-cries,  aided  by  a  moral  sentiment 
of  the  most  powerful  influence  on  the  minds  of  Frenchmen — 
failed*  .  They  could  not  enforce  even  a.  temporary  abandonment 
of  those  free  principles  which  had  awakened  the  long- slumbering 
Spamards. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  view  the  subject,  exclusively  as  it  afiects 
'Great  Britain :  and  first  with  reference  to  her  national  honor.  It 
is  known  to  Europe  that  the  establishment  of  a  popular  govern^ 
m^t  in  Spain  was  prompted  and  assisted  by  every  means  at  the 
disposal  of  this  country.  Our  envoys,  ambassadors,  and  military 
commanders  communicated  officially  with  the  different  Juntas, 
and  co-operated  with  them  in  exciting  a  national  and  independent 
spirit  amongst  the  people. 

It  can  never  be  pretended  that  we  acted  only  for  the  purpose 
of  restoring  Ferdinand  to  the  throne  with  his  original  powers,  for 
the  pul>lic  documents  of  the  government  which  we  acknowledged, 
declared  unequivocally  the  views  of  its  members.  The  supreme 
Junta  of  Spain,  in  its  proclamation  dated  from  Aranjuez  in  Octd-> 
ber  1808,  removes  all  doubt  on  this  head  ;  it  proceeds  thus :  "  The 
neglect  of  the  last  government,  (if  it  can  be  called  a  government, 
which  was  one  continued  and  monstrous  dilapidation)  had  exhaust- 
ed all  the  sources  of  prosperity,  had  obstructed  those  canals  which 
brought  life  and  food  to  all  the  members  of  the  State  i  dissipating 
the  treasure,  disorganising  the  public  force,  and  consuming  the 
resources."  In  another  place  it  addresses  the  people  thus  (after 
stating  that  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  was  the  first  care  of  the 
Junta  in  order  of  time) :  «  But,  Spaniards,  there  is  another^  as 
necessary  and  primary  as  that,  without  attending  to  which  the 
Junta  would  fulfil  but  half  its  duties ;  this  is  the  great  reward  of 
your  enthusiasm  and  sacrifices.  Political  independence  is  nothing 
without  felicity  and  internal  security :  turn  your  ey^s  to  the  time 
wheuj  oppressed  and  degraded,  ignorant  of  your  own  strength,  and 
find^ig  no  asylum  figainst  yout  evils,  either  in  the  institutions  or 
the  laws,  you  held^foreign  dominion  less  odious  than  the  wasting 
tyranny  which  inteno^y  consumed  you.  The  dominion  of  a  will' 
always  capricious,  and  for  the  greater  part  unjust,  has  for  your 
calaimty.Jasted  long  enough  in  Spain  ;  your  patience,  your  love  of 
order,  and  your  loyalty,  have  been  long  enough  abused  ;  it  is  time 
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that  tlie  Toice  of  the  law  only  should  be  Beard,  founded  on  juablk 
utility."  Another  passage  runs  thus :  **  Tes,  Spaniards,  the  mat 
day  is  drawing  near,  when,  according  to  the  umifbrm  deske  of  our 
Woved  King(!  1 !)  and  of  his  loyal  people,  the  Monarchy  wUl  be 
established  on  solid  and  durable  bases  i  you  will  then  possess 
fundamental  laws  which  will  be  beneficial,  friends  of  order,  re- 
strictive of  arbitrary  power."  *  ♦  *  «  The  Junta,  which  iM^kls  m 
its  hand  the  supreme  direction  of  the  national  forces,  in  order  bj 
aU  means  to  insure  its  defence,  felicity  and  glory  i  the  Junta,  wlueh 
has  already  publicly  acknowledged  the  great  influence  a  nation 
pu^ht  to  hare  in  the  government,  which  alone  and  without  any 
assistance  has  done  every  thing  for  the  King  and  his  Government  s 
the  Junta  solemnly  promise  you,  that  you  sIuiU  possess  that  cotuitry 
f ou  have  invoked  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  and  defended  or 
cather  conquered  with  so  much  valour." 

'  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  transcribe  the  multitude  of  shni* 
lar  passages  to  be  found  in  the  public  documents  of  the  difieient 
Juntas,  existing  under  British  auspices  at  that  period— -the  prind* 
pie  was  universally  recognised,  that  a  limited  hereditary  moiiardiy 
should  be  established  in  Spain,  and  the  Omstitution  of  tl^ 
Cortes,  sanctioned  by  the  pui)Uc  voice,  should  be  adopted  by  the 
legitimate  King.  But  upon  the  settlement  of  Europe,  when 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh  was  re-established  upon  his  throne,  as  the 
head  of  an  independent  nation ;  it  was  no  longer  competent  to 
Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  the  internal  policy  of  his  kingdom  ^ 
he  was  left  to  pursue  his  course  according  to  his  own  views— 
he  refused  to  accept  the  Constitution,  and  was  supported  in  his 
refusal  by  a  large  body  of  his  subjects :  our  government  refrained 
from  any  expression  of  their  opinion — and  they  acted  wisely,  for  a 
difierence  of  political  sentiments  is  no  sufficient  ground  for  inter- 
fering in  the  internal  concerns  of  an  independent  nation*  But  if 
we  now  allow  to  other  governments,  that  power  of  dictation  whidi 
we  refused  to  exercise  in  a  much  juster  cause  ourselves,  and 
-calmly  lode  on,  while  our  allies  invade  and  desolate  that  country 
by  whose  co-operation  we  were  enabled  to  baffle  and  defeat  our 
enemy — if,  while  our  acts  and  influence  were  notoriously  the 
causes  of  that  invasion,  (by  fostering  and  maturing  the  constitu- 
tion which  now  excites  the  jealousy  of  the  continental  Sovereigns) 
we  sneak  aside  and  tranquilly  behold  the  ruin  of  a  noble  people, 
urged  forward  by  ourselves  to  their  destruction— the  British 
honor  must  become  a  hacknied  phrase,  like  Punic  faith,  to  express 
the  last  degree  of  perfidy  and  baseness.  Or  if  we  who  proclaimed 
ourselves  to  the  world,  as  the  champions  and  assertors  of  every  in- 
vaded right,  during  twenty  years  of  danger  to  ourselves  from  such 
invasion,  shall  voluntarily  resign  this  lofty  character  when  w;e  arc 
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no  loftgeft  to  be  rewarded  for' its  exercise-^nviiat  merc^tiai^  sFav^ 
could  be  accused  of  a  more  retolting  conduct  ? 

Let  us  not  refer  for  subjects  of  indignant  declamation  t6  tfa^ 
Ciorruption  df  coutts^  at  any  former  period,  or  the  arr6gaxlce  of 
commonwealths;  let  the  acts  of  France  under  the  Convention,  the 
Directory,  and  the  military  tyranny,  be  forgotten — a  fruitful  them^ 
remains  in  the  pretensions  of  that  oligarchy  who  now  assume  the 
sovereignty  of  th^  European  states. 

But  the  independence  of  Great  Britain  is  no  less  involved- in  the 
issue  of  this  (question,  than  her  national  honor.  There  cannot  be 
two  codes  of  public  law  in  Europe — if  nations  hitherto  considered 
independent,  be  formed  into  one  great  federal  republic,  directed 
by  h^feditary  monarchs,  as  its  executive  council,  Great  Britain  ni 
conunon  wim  the  rest,  must  send  her  ^nvoy  periodically  to  their 
appointed  congresses,  to  bring  back  a  rescript  for  the  manajgement 
of  her  iiltermil  affairs*  If  their  authority  be  legitimate,  why  should 
we  refuse  to  obey  it?  if  not  legitimate,  for  what  reasbn  ^oufd 
Spain: be  subject  to  its  control?  Can  a  homage  be  exacted  from 
pae  European  state/ and  a  privilege  be  conceded  to  another,  ab- 
cording  to  the  custom  of  the  Turkish  government  to  its  sievetal 
provinces?  If  not,  by  what  means  are  we  secute/that  tho^e  who 
expostulate  upon  the  conduct  of  Riego,  may  not  iilso  remonstrate 
Upon  that  of  Hunt  ? 

Not  only  is  the  honor  and  independence  of  this  country  pro- 
spectively endangered  by  a  mistaken  view  of  this  subject,  but  het 
character  as  a  leading  power  has  been  af&cted  by  the  proce^iitgs 
at  the  Cdngress  of  Verona.  While  our  Foreign  Minister  attended 
on  the  Sovereigns  to  sanction  their  aggressions  upon  the  territory 
of  Aeir  neighbours,  and  to  dispose  of  the  defentede^s  portions  cdT 
Europe  at  their  caprice  and  suggestion,  we  were  honored  with  the 
respect  and  attention  due  to  our  commanding  nation.  But  when 
it  appeared  that  public  opinion  was  beginning  to  set  Wrongly 
against  their  policy,  and  that  a  British  Minister  could  no  longer  att 
In  Unison  with  their  pretensions,  tiiese  august  allies  beg^  to 
change  their  tone,  and  to  intimate  in  terms  tolerably  unequivocal 
that  the  concurrence  of  Great  Britain  was  not  an  essential  preH* 
minary  to  their  hostile  movements  against  other  states.  The  note 
of  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry  was  disregarded,  and  even  the 
liiersotial  character  of  die  Duke  of  Wellington  has  been  unable  to 
give  effect  to  the  remonstrances  of  his  Government  Against  the  in* 
tended  system  of  aggression. 

It  should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  by  all  who  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  this  question,  that  the  grand  alliance  was  formed 
by  the  influence  of  this  country,  for  a  specific  object — to  overthrow 
the  tyranny  of  Napoleon  over  independent  governments.    It  was 
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not  because  the  people  of  France  thought  fit  to  call  this  despot 
to  die  throne»  that  we  lavbhed  such  unheard-of  treasures 
upon  the  Continental  Sovereigns,  and  enabled  them  to  arm  and 
clothe  the  barbarous  hordes  of  their  remote  dominions ;  it  wsfS 
because  no  state  could  reckon  upon  its  internal  security,  nor  veh- 
ture  to  renew  pacific  relations»  while  a  power  existed  exempt  from 
the  control  of  public  law,  which  held  itself  absblved  from  tresitieS 
when  they  no  longer  served  its  interest  or  ambition,  and  sent  its 
mandates  to  Sovereigns  accompanied  by  a  force  prepared  to 
invade  their  dominions.  Now,  if  this  grand  alliance,  having  gained 
the  object  of  its  union,  by  rallying  the  public  opinion  of  M  natioiis 
round  its  standard,  shall  forget  its  purpose,  and  attempt  to  consti- 
tute itself  a  power  exempt  from  the  control  of  law ;  if  aft^ 
having  roused  the  indignation  of  its  subjects  by  detailed  accountii 
of  seizures,  exiles  and  proscriptions,  for  political  opinions,  it  pro- 
ceed itself  in  the  same  course,  and  wage  a  war  against  improve^ 
ment,  in  whatever  comer  of  the  globe  it  may  present  itse^,"!^!!! 
not  the  names  of  Palm,  and  Wright,  and  Ehghien,  pass  agaihfrom 
mouth  to  mouth,  and  rouse  the  deluded  people  of  the  continent  tcf 
atrue  sense  of  their  condition  ? 

It  is  the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  of  France,  of  Europe,  of  the 
world,  that  the  pretensions  of  the  Sovereigns  at  the  congress  of 
Verona  should  be  crushed  by  public  .  indignation— that  free  go^ 
vemments  should  be  obliged,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  their 
subjects,  to  take  a  stand  upon  the  broad  principles  of  public  la^^ 
and  to  unite  in  defence  of  the  menaced  victims  of  a  lawless  autho- 
rity. There  is  a  power  of  barbarism  and  a  power  of  civilisation 
now  in  Europe,  prepared  for  rancorous  hostility,  if  events  should 
bring  them  into  too  close  contact ;  there  are  materials  ready  to 
excite  them  both ;  there  is  ambition,  too,  abroad  ;  a  contest  once 
begun  may  compromise  the  happiness  of  the  existing  generation; 
It  is  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  to  prevent  it,  and  she  has  the  power 
to  do  so. 

But  by  what  means  ?  by  a  simple  declaration  of  her  determined 
purpose.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  this  confident  belief  in  our 
ability  to  controul  the  counsels  of  the  continent,  arises  from  an 
arrogant  opinion  of  our  superior  power.  We  ought  long  to  faed- 
tate,  and  submit  to  many  minor  disadvantages,  before  deciding 
upon  an  act  of  apparent  hostility  against  France,  or  her  allies,  u 
any  question  were  to  divide  the  views  and  interests  of  these  coun- 
tries and  Great  Britain.  It  would  be  the  prudent  course  in  such 
a  case,  to  measure  well  our  means  before  committing  them  against 
those  powerful  resources  which  France  is  able  to  call  forth  in  a 
national  war.  But  in  a  contest  similar  to  that  we  now  contem- 
plate, in  which  Great  Britain  would  call  out  the  spirit  of  European 
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£r$edoitLto~fight  under  her  banners,  and  protect  the  dearest  inter, 
eats  of  men  from, the  assaults  of  despotism  and  a  degraded  super- 
stition in  their  last  convulsive  effort  to  enchain  the  faculties  of 
mankind,  in  such  a  contest  we  should  command  the  subjects  of 
our  ^declared;  opponents,  and  could  not  fail  to  excite  within  the 
heart  of  their  dominions,  a  spirit  much  more  dangerous  to  their 
repose,  "than,  that  they  fear  in  the  Peninsula.  We  have  proceeded 
perhaps  too  long  upon  a  principle  of  policy  unsuited  to  the  new 
position  of  the  world ;  and  the  new  forms  of  political  society, 
which  the, progress  of  the  human  mind  has  given  birth  to ;  and  the' 
consequences  have  neither  been  favorable  to  our  character  nor 
influence.  The  absolute  monarchs  most  favored  by  this  system 
appear  little  grateful ;  and  the  free  states,  remaining  unacknow- 
ledged, and  therefore  half  proscribed,  resent  our  coldness,  and 
hav.e  lost  a  portion  of  th^  warmth  with  which  they  offered  to 
place  all  their  wealth  within  the  range  of  British  commerce* 

It  is  time. to  retrace  our  steps,  and  the  moment  is  favorable:  a 
treaty  with. the  representative  government  of  Spain  could  only  be 
formed  in  connexion  with  a  recognition  of  American  independence ; 
for  it  would  be  absurd  to  protect  those  against  aggression  who  main- 
tain an  antiquated  pretension  to  exercise  a  tyranny  over  others. 

An  attempt  has  here  been  made  to  show,  that  the  progress  of 
dio^e.  opinions,. which  do  not  owe  their  origin  to  the  peculiarities 
of  nations  in  their  habits  and  manners,  nor  to  the  casual  excite- 
ments of  unconnected  events,  but  which  arise  naturally  in  the 
human  mind  from  that  desire  of  improvement  implanted  by  Pro* 
vidence  in  us  all,  can  never  be  controlled  by  force ;— if  it  were 
possible  to  extinguish  such  opinions,  the  wars  of  Philip  the  Second^ 
the  anathemas  of  Leo,  and  the  sufierings  of  modem  Spain,  would 
have  been  able  to  suppress  them.  It  has  next  been  proved,  that  the 
spirit  of  change  which  now  pervades  the  Spanish  nation  has 
nothing  in  it  that  ought  to  excite  the  fears  of  Sovereigns  or  their 
peaceful  subjects — ^that  it  is  unattended  by  any  of  those  pernicious 
doctrines  which  awakened  the  fears  of  all  established  governments 
at  the  opening  of  the  French  revolution,  and  is  simply  a  desire  of 
attain!^  by  legitimate  means,  those  blessings  of  rational  liberty 
and.  personal  security^  which  the  assembled  potentates  agreed  to 
confer  on  France,  axid.  without  which  no  Englishman  would  yield 
alle^ance  to  his  Sovereign. 

.  But  even  though  it  were  pernicious,  there  are  grounds  for 
thinking  that  it  can  resist  whatever  power  may  be  brought 
against  it. 

After  this,  the  subject  led  to  an  exclusive  consideration  of 
British  interests,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  maybe  involved  by 
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the  decision  of  the  Spanish  question :  it  was  viewed  with  reference 
to  our  national  honof)  our  independence,  and  our  character  aiB^ 
Ifiading  power  i  and  these  appeared  by  argument  imperatively  to 
demand,  that  Spain  should  not  be  subjected  to  the  inte^posidon  of 
an  aumed  foveign  dictator  in  the  management  of  her  internal 
afiairs. 

It  only  rems^med  to  impress  upon  the  British  public,  the  pn>- 
pnety  of  uniting  to  resist  ^e  new  pretensions  of  a  coalition  of 
absolute  monarchs,  who  have  a  common  fear-  and  a  common 
object,  and  who  are  subject  to  no  control  in  their  united  aggres- 
mns,  but  the  public  opinion  of  this  free  countr]p. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  negociations  pending^  this 
country  has  but  one  honorable  course  before  her-— the  decided 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  Spain  against  die  aggressive  preten- 
sionf  of  the  continelnt.     And  this  policy  no  less  consists  with  her 
honor  than  with  her  interest,  for  the  subjection  of  the  Peninsula 
to  the  influence  of  France,  during  the  period  of  her  military  occu- 
pation, would  derange  our  general  political  and  commercial  rela- 
tions, and  render  a  series  of  precautionary  measures  necessary, 
which  would  prove  highly  injurious  to  Great  Britain.    When 
wars  are  once  begun,  disaster  serves  to  stimulate  the  vanquished  $ 
and  it  is  a  feeble  hope,  that  France  would  soon  be  forced  to  sign  a 
peace.    It  is  true,  6he  woiild  most  probably  be  baffled  in  her  expe- 
dition against  Spain,  but  what  new  objects  of  hostility  would  then 
arise,  to  transfer  the  theatre  of  war  to  other  countries,  and  compli- 
cate again  those  interests  which  another  quarter  of  a  century  may 
not  be  long  enough  to  disentangle.     All  Europe  ought  to  think  of 
this«  and  place  before  its  view  the  mighty  changes  which  another 
lengthened  war  would  certainly  give  rise  to.    The  dynasty  of 
France  is  not  yet  firmly  seated  upon  its  throne ;  it  has   a  feeble 
scion  to  uphold  it,  and  there  is  a  pretender  in  the  hands  and  under 
die  control  of  its  natural  enemy.     The  Austrian  dominions  con- 
tain the  seeds  of  civil  war  within  them,  and  even  at  this  moment 
require  the  force  of  one  portion  to  be  employed  in  the  coercion 
of  another. 

The  Prussian  states  consist  of  many  conquered  provinces,  which 
still  retain  their  former  predilections,  and  have  not  yet  begun  to 
coalesce  with  their  victorious  fellow-subjects  ;  the  middle  classes 
are  known  to  seek  a  change  of  institutions ;  and  the  seminaries 
cannot  be  prohibited  from  instilling  the  detested  doctrines  of  the 
Spanish  Constitutionalists  into  the  minds  of  the  rising  population. 
Russia  is  still  barbarous,  and  secure ;  she  alone  may  act  with 
impunity,  as  executioner  of  the  sentences  of  death  promulgated 
^inst  the  people  of  the  Peninsula. 

But  her  government  should  recollect,  that  wbile  barbarism  im- 
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poses  difficulties  on  one  kind  of  revolutioni  the  Russian  annals 
prove  that  it  can  facilitate  another. 

Let  us  then  cherish  the  hope,  that  more  reflection  will  teach  all 
those  engaged  in  the  negotiations  upon  this  subject,  that  wat  will 
bring  home  danger  to  xhe  aggressors  as  well  as  to  the  victims, 
and  that  it  is  no  longer  possible  for  one  nation  to  impose  the 
chains  of  servile  acquiescence  on  another.  If  too,  the  Spanish 
government  could  be  persuaded  by  their  friends  to  yield  a  little  of 
the  letter  of  their  constitution,  while  they  maintain  its  spiritand 
reject  the  semblance  of  dictation,  the  interests  of  humanitv  would 
be  more  consulted.  For  there  are  defects  of  principle  in  this  con- 
stitution, which  must  ultimately  produce  intestine  disorder. 

It  was  a  maxim  of  our  celebrated  champion  of  public  liberty, 
that  ^  it  is  better  to  concede  a  little  to  a  friend,  than  a  great  deal 
to  an  enemy."  By  yielding  to  the  reasonable  suggestions  of  an 
amicable  government,  the  Peninsula  may  be  freed  from  that  great 
sacrifice,  which  a  war,  with  whatever  result,  must  impose  upon 
Itself,  as  well  as  on  its  enemies. 
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PROPOSED  RESOLUTIONS,  kc. 


No.  I. 

Xhat  tbe  National  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  unredeemed  on  the 
5th  Jan.  1793,  was  2SO>350,148/.;<  consisting  of  227^9>148/.  of 
funded,  and  of  11,361,000/.  of  Exchequer  Bills/  at  an  annual 
charge  of  9,203,974/-* 

No.  II. 

That,  from  the  1st  Feb.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  including 
600,000/.  for  the  service  of  Portugal,  6,£20,000/.  for  the  service  of 
Austria,  and  69,250,000/.f  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  and  guaran- 
teed by  England  (and  exclusive  of  2,500,000/.  for  the  service  of  the 
East  India  Coriapany  in  18]£),  there  has  been  raised  by  Loans  and 
the  funding  of  Navy,  Victualling,  Transport,  and  Exchequer  Bills 

>  Paritamentary  Paper,  No.  35,  of  1819;  page  3'*— page  9. 

*  Tide  YcL  12^  Finance  Reports,  folio  edition,  page  1. 

Interest  in  perpetoity  on  Funded  D^t *•••••      7,831,887    6    2 

Terminable  Annuities  (various)  704,740/L,  termin- 

ableinl80O    •••• 1,373,751    2    6 

Charges  of  Management 120,277  15    7 

Making  a  Total  of £9,325,866    4    3 

On  Unfunded  Exchequer  Bills,  Appendix  7,  of 
No.36.    297,445  16    1 

£9,623,312    0    4 
Deduct  Redeemed  and  Rxpired  Annuities,  as  per 
col.  5,  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  36,  of  1819, 
page3 419,338    0    0 

Net  Charge  for  the  year  1793  £9,208,974    0    4 

t  Videpage8,  No.  145,  of  1822 64,750,000 

In  1811  raised  for  Ireland,  but  not  charged 4,500,000 

£69,250,000 
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in  Great  Britain^  the  sum  of  584^874,557/.;*  and  that  during  the  same 
period;  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  issue  of  Exchequer  Bills 
unfunded,  and  outstanding  on  the  5th  Jan.  1817^  to  the  amount 
of  33,289)300/.  ;*  making  a  total  sum  raised  in  the  ^4  years  of  no 
less  than  618,163,857/.  funded  and  unfunded,  independentlj  of  ad- 
vances made  by  the  Bank,  and  remaining  unsettled  on  the  5tb 
Jan.  1817. 

No.  III. 

That  there  was  paid  into'  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the 
584,874,557/*;  as  stated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  the  sum  of 
484,359>480/.^  in  money;  that  the  Bills  funded  amounted  to 
86,183,1 76/. ;  that  the  loan  of  4,600,000/.  raised  for  the  service  of 
Austria  in  1795,  is  stated  not  to  have  \ieen  directed  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer;  and  that  the  Bank  of  England  retained  out  of  the 
subscriptions  to  the  Loans  of  14^500,000/.  and  1,620,000/.  in 
1797,  the  sum  of  4,648,731/.  I65.  3d.,  making  the  total  sum  of 
money  received  and  accounted  for,  on  account  of  the  584,874,557/., 
to  amount  to  579,791,388/. ;+  leaving  a  deficit  of  5,083,169/.  re- 
tained for  discount  on  prompt  payment,  and  for  expenses  of 
receiving  at  the  Bank. 

'  Sum  funded  as  per  col.  1  of  Parliamentary  Paper  146, 

of  1822    .-•;....., ...•••• 584,874,667 

Excess  of  Exchequer  Bills •  •  •  •        33,289,300 

Total  Sum  raised £618,103,857 

-  •   »ii 

^  Vide  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  35,  of  1810,  page  9:  v 
Amount  of  Exchequer  Bills,  on  5tfa  Jan»  1817  ••••••••      44^660,300 

Do.  Do.  Do.  6th  Jan.  1793 11,361,000 

Excess  of  Exchequer  Bills,  issued  and  —r- 

outstanding £33,289,300 

3  Vide  Col.  2  of  No.  146. 

Cash  paid  to  the  Treasury 487,646,178 

From  which  deduct  Debentures,  1813  •  •  •  •       786,698 

Loan  to  E.  I.  C.  1812  •  •    2,600,000 

. 3,286,698 

£484,369,480 
Add 

Bills  funded  (vide  col.  1.) ^ 86,183,176 

Austrian  Loan  of  1796  not  paid  into  the  Exchequer    •  •        4,600,000 
Retained    by   the    Bank,     1797,    part    of    Loans    of 

14,600,000/.  and  1,620,000/.        .....*  4,648,732 

£679,791,388 
♦  Vide  col.  2  of  No.  146,  of  1822. 

*  Vide  page  144  of  vol.  13  of  Com.  Reports,  folio  edition. 


308  Proposed  Resolutions  relative  to  the  [4 

No.  IV. 

That,  for  the  sum  of  579,791,588/.  of  money  received  and  ac- 
counted for,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  from  the  1st 
Feb.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  there  has  been  created  Capital  in 
Stocks  of  various  denominations,  to  the  amount  of  879)^89,943/.,' 
at  an  annual  charge  for  interest  in  perpetuity  to  the  amount  of 
29,289,668/.;  and  of  230,000/.  of  Annuities,  from  May  1795  to  May' 
1819;  and  of  654,695/.  Annuities  from  various  dales,  all  termin- 
able in  I860:  making  a  total  annual  charge  for  Interest  and  An- 
nuities of  30,174,363/.*  (exclusive  of  about  160,000/.  per  annum 
for  management)  which  sum  of  SO,  1 74,363/.,  equal  to  30,040,445/.* 
in  perpetuity,  converted  into  a  3  per  cent.  Capital,  is  equal  to 
1,001,348,166/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  172/.  14«.  of  3  per  cent. 
Capital  for  every  10o7.  of  the  579,791,388/.  money  received,  or 
100/.  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  57/*  18s.^  in  money. 

No.  V.    . 

That,  if  the  conversion  of  the  4  and  5  per  cent.  Capitals  is  made 
at  the  average  relative  prices  they  bore  to  3  per  cents,  at  the  time 
they  were  funded,  the  total  amount  in  3  per  cent.  Capital  will  be 
975,784,59^/.,  instead  of  1,001,348,166/.,  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding resolution.  . 

The  49,982,  n9/«  of  4  per  cents,  were  funded  at 
an  average  of  100/.  Capital  for  82/.  money,  the 
relative  current  value  of  the  3  per  cents,  being 

67/.,  which  gives  of  3  per  cents £61,172,133 

The  120,557,471 /.of  5  per  cents,  were  funded  at 
an  average  of  100/.  Capital  for  90/.  money, 

>  Vide  coi.  3  of  145;  viz.  •  •     708,750,353  of  3  per  cents. 

49,982,1 19  of  4  per  cents. 
1 20,567,47  i  of  5  per  c«nt8. 

£879,289,943     •  •  •  •     Total. 

»  Interest,  as  per  col.  5 29,2895668 

Annuities  for  26 years,  as  per  col.  6    ....•.......••••  230,000 

Do.    terminable  in  1860,  do.   •  •  •  •  • 664,695 

Total  annual  charge,  as  per  coL  7  •  •  •  •    £30,174,863 

3  Various  Capitals  879,289,943/.  at  a  chaii^e  in  perpetuity  of     29,289,668 

Annuities  terminable  in  1860,  654,696/.,  equal  to    •  •  •  •  617,377 

Do.  for  25  years,  equal  to   •• 133,400 

Total  of  charge  in  perpetuity £30,040,445 

equal  to  1,001,348,166/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital. 
^  Equal  to  6/.  Zs,  7 id,  per  cent.  Interest. 
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the  relaUre  current  value  of  the  3  per  cents.  ' 

being  €0/.^  which  gives  of  d  per  cents.    .     .  ISO^BSS^fiOd 

The  amount  of  3  per  cents,  funded 708,760,353 

The  884,695/.  of  terminable  Annuities^  reduced 
into  a  perpetual  Annuity  of  750,777/.,  equal 

to  3  per  cent.  Capital 25,025,900 

Total  3  per  cent.  Capital     .     £975,784,592 

making  a  difference  of      ...     ; £25,563,574 

of  3  per  cent.  Capital,  which  is  ain  equivalent  for  paying  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  on  the  4  and  5  per  cents,  than  in  the  3  per  cents.; 
and  there  has  been  paid  on  the  total  *  amount  of  the  4  and  5  per 
cents,  funded^  an  annual  suin  increasing  to  766,^07/.  per  annum  on 
the  5tb  Jan.  1816,  whicb.in  14  years,  at  5  per  cent.,  is  equivalent  to 
the  difference  of  Capital  created  in  funding  in  the  4  and  5  per  cents., 
instead  of  in  the  3  per  cents. 

No.  VI. 

That  during  the  24  years  from  the  1st  Feb.  1793  to  the  5th 
Jan.  1817,  in  which  the  579,791^388/.,  as  stated  in  the  3d  Resolu- 
tion^ was  received  and  accountied  for,  there  was  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  money,  the  sum  of  186,522,340/.;! 
and  the  expense  of  the  oflice  of  the  said  Commissioners  during  the 
same  period,  was  62,698/.;^  making  the  amount  paid  to  the  said 
Commissioners,  188,585,038/.,'  in  money,  by  raising  of  which,  an 
annud  charge  in  perpetuity  of  9^771,063/./  was  created,  equal  to 
325,702,1 16/.^  of  3  per  cent,  capital. 

No.  VII. 

That,  uith  the  188,585,038/.,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  Resolu- 
tion, the  said  Commissioners  have  purchased  capitals  of  various 
denominations,  to  the  amount  of  902,91 1,9^^/*/  the  annual  divi- 
dends on  which  are  9,l68,233/.,7  which  sum,  converted  into  a  3 
per  cent,  capital,  is  equal  to  305,607,766/.^  being  at  the  rate  of 
l62/.  Is.  of  3  per  cent,  capital  for  every  100/.  of  the  188,585,038/. 

«  Vide  col.  8  of  No.  145.        *  Vide  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  39,  of  1 821 . 

3  Cash  paid  to  Commissioners •  • £188,522,340 

Expense  of  Office •  * 62,698 

Total  Cash  •••  -     £188,585^,088 

♦  If  679,791,388/.  :  30,040,445/.  :  :  188,585,038/.  :  9,771,063/. 
Mf  679^791,388/.  :  1,001,348,166/.  ::  186,685.038/.  :  326,702,116/. 
^  Vide  col.  9  of  No.  145,  of  1822.         ^  Vide  col.  11  of  No.  145,,of  1822. 
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money  paid  to  the  said  CoiliAii^ioBei'9,  oar  100/.  of  8  pvf'Cent. 
capital,  for  ev^ry  61/,  14«.*  in  money. 

No.VIIL 

That  the  amount  of  annual  charge  created,  in  perpetuilyy  by 
raising,  the  188,585,038/.  money,  was  9>77 1^063/.,  whilst  the  an- 
nua/ charge  redeemed  by  the  Commisaioners  of  the  Sinking^  Fund 
with  that  amount,  was  only  99168,233/.,  being  602,830/.^  of  an- 
nual charge  in  perpetuity  )e89  redeented  than  created,  e<|ual  to 
20,094,333/.  of  5 per  cent,  capital;  showing  that  the  debt  was 
created  between  1793  and  1817,  at  the  rate  of  172/.  14s.  of  8  per 
cent,  capital  JPor  e?ery  100/.  in  cash ;  and  that  the  amount  redeemed 
in  the  same  time,  was  at  the  rate  of  l62/«  U.  of  3  per  cent,  capital 
for  Cfery  100/.  cash,  being  a  loss  of  10/.  I3i.  of  3  per  cent*  capital 
on  every  100/.  of  money  expended  by  the  GoraimiaManers. 

No.  IX. 

That,  independent  of  the  operations  uf  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  the  following  Reductions  of  the  National  Debt,  and 
Annual  Charge  have  taken  place  between  the  5th  Jan*  1793, 
^nd  the  5th  Jan.  1817;  viz.  that  £5,290,994/.^  of  3  per  cent« 
Capitals  have  been  cancelled,  by  the  proceeds  :of  the  sale  of  land* 
tax,  the  annual  dividends  on  which  amount  to  758,729/.  I6s.  6c/.; 
and  that  2,363,420/.^  of  5  per  cent,  capital  was  paid  off  with  money 
charged  in  the  Finance  Accounts  in  the  Public  Expenditure,  under 
the  head  of  Miscellaneous   Services^    the   dividends   on   which 
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'  Equal  to  4/.  17«.  2f  d  per  cent.  Interest. 

Charge  in  perpetuity  incurred £9,771,063 

Do.  redeemed •  •       9,168,233 

Less  redeemed  than  created £602,830 

^  Vide  Annual  Finance  Aceonnt«,  5th  Jan.  1815,  page  !!324  and  5. 
Up  to  that  date  the  Stock  for  Land-Tax  redeemed  stood  in  the  names 

of  the  Commissioners,  and  from  that  time  it  has  been  cancelled 

annually,  viz. 
1st  Feb.  1815 £24,960,313  10    7  at  Int.    £758,809    8    1 

Do.       1816,  3  p.  cts.  194,743    8    8    do.  5,842    6    0 

Do.      1817,  3  p.  cts.  135,937    4  11     do.  4,078    2    0 

Totals  .  • . .     £25,290,994    4    2    do.        £758,729  16    1 
5  per  cents,    of    1797 

paid  off 2,363,420    0.0    do.  118,171    0    0 

♦  Vide  Parliamentary  Pa- 
per, No.  162,  of  1822. 
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amounted  to  1 38^  171/.;  and  that  ^^4^^^55l^  of  5  per  isenl.  Capl- 
tals  were  cancelled  under  the  Act  of  48  Geo.  3^  cap.  14^,  (by  cob»- 
version  into  ^25,254/.  Life  Annuities,)  the  dividend  on  which 
amounted  to  103,498/.  135. ;  and  that  539,244/.^  of  various  Capi- 
tals remained  unclaimed  for  10  years  and  upwards,  prior  to  the  ith 
Jan.  18)7>  the  dividend  on  which  amounted  to  17,2352.;  and  that 
523,493/.  193.  5d.^  of  Life  and  other  terminable  Annuities  created 
prior  to  the  5th  Jan.  1793  had  fallen  in,  expired  or  remained  un- 
claimed for  3  yeafs  and  upwards  at  the  5th  Jan.  1817>  making,  with 
the  charges  of  management,  (on  the  capitals  cancelled)  of  17 ,2371., 
a  total  diminution  in  the  annual  charge  under  these  several  heads 
of  1,538,365/.;^  but  as  225,254/.  of  Life  Annuities  were  created 
by  the  extinction  of  the  3,449>9d5/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capitals  under 
the  Act  of  the  48  Geo.  3,  c.  142,  the  actual  diminution  of  annual 
charge  for  the  year  1817  would  have  been  1,313,111/.,'  if  there  had 
been  no  Sinking  Fund. 

No.  X. 

That  the  total  revenue  of  Great  Britain  in  the  24  years  between 
the  5th  Jan.  1793,  and  the  5tb  Jan.  1817>  from  taxes  alone,  in- 

'3  percent.  Capitals,  can- 
celled for  AnnoitJeff, 

by  48  Geo.  3,  o.  l'^         3,449,955    0    0    Int         108,49»  13    0 
Vide  Finance  Ac- 
counts, 1817. 
^  Unclaimed  Dividends  on 
5th   Jan.   1817,   Fi- 
nance Accounts    do.  539,244    0    0    do.  17,236    0    0 
3  Annuities  expired  and 
unclaimed  up  to  6th 

Jan.  1817 do.  0    0    0    do.        *623,4d3  19    6 

Charges    of    Managei-'v 
ment,    at  562/.  lOs.f 

per  miUion  on  Capi- v  do.  17,337    0    0 

tals  cancelled  as  be-i 

low    •••J  ■"  ■  -'  ■    ■ 

'^  Total  Capitals  cancelled     £31,643,613    4    2  £1,538,365    9    0 

Deduct  Amount  of  Annuities,  created  by  48  Geo.  3, 
up  to  5th  Jan.  1817 • 225,264    0    0 

9  Total  diminution  of  Annual  Charge  on  5th  Jan.  1817   £1,313,111    9    0 

*  Unclaimed  Exchequer  Annuities,  page  225  of  Fi- 
nance Accounts,  6th  Jan.  1817     £28,838    7    0 

Expired  on  5th  April,  1803,  and  to  5th  Jan.  1808, 
page229     ••       494,666  12    6 

Total    ••••    £523,493  19    6 
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eluding  the  small  branches  of  Hereditary  Revoiiue,  and  incidental 
resources^  amounted  to  the  sum  of  \,114,SIS^56SL^  sterling. 

No.  XI. 

Tliat  the  total  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  same  period, 
▼iz.  from  the  5th  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  ]817>  for  interest  on 
the  debt  as  it  stood  on  the  5th  Jan.  1793  (but  excluding  dll  charge 
fok-  Loans  since  1793),  and  for  expenses  of  Civil  Government^  for 
the  Mavy,  Ordnance,  Army  (ordinary  and  extraordinary)^  Miscella- 
neous Services  and  Charges  of  Management^  and  including 
58,164,716/.^  for  subsidies  to  Foreign  Powers,  amounted  together 
to  the  sum  of  1,^40,480^37.  But  as  the  sum  of  3,711,786/.'  is 
charged  in  the  Miscellaneous  Expenditure,  although  short  credited 
by  the  Treasury  in  the  receipt  of  the  loans,  and  786,698/.,  the 
principal  of  debentures  received  in  1813,  and  not  credited  in  the 
amount  of  income  in  the  10th  Resolution,  it  makes  the  actual  Ex- 
penditure only  1,235,932,479/. 

No.  XII. 

That,  as  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  was  1,114,318,563/.,  as 
stated  in  the  10th  Resolution,  and  the  Expenditure  1,^35,98^,479/., 
as  stated  in  the  1 1th  Resolution,  the  excess  of  Expenditure  in  that 
period  was  1 2 1 ,663,9 1 6/.* 

>  Vide  Commons  Reporti  ori7d7»vol.  12,  folio  edition,  for  170S,  4, 5,  and  6. 
Vide  vol.  13,  page  2,  for  1797. 
Vide  Accounts  in  the  Journal  Office,  for  179B  and  9. 
Vide  Annual  Finance  Accounts  for  1800  to  1817. 
Vide  ParKamentiiry  Paper,  No.  412,  of  1816,  the  specific  Accounts 
for  1793  to  6,  therefore  assumed  equal  to  taxes  and  loans  for  that 
period. 
For  1797,  8,  and  9,  as  in  10th  Resolution. 
Vide  Annual  Finance  Accounts,  from  1800. 
^  Vide  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  293,  of  1822. 
In  this  Sum  is  included, 

3  Paid  to  the  Bank  for  discount  on  Loans    £8,335,512 

Do*  do.     for  receiving        do •«..•••         37^274 

£3,711,786 
Principal  of  Debentures  paid  off  by  53  Geo.  3,  c.  41  and 
53,  inl815and  1816 .....'. 786,698 

£4498  484 

♦  Expenditure    •  •  •  •  • £1,235,982,479—1 1  th  Resolution. 

Revenue  1,1 14^18,563— 10th  Resolution. 

Excess  of  Expenditure £121,663,916 
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No.  XIII. 

That,  in  addition  to  the  Expenditure  of  1,235,98^,479/.  for 
Great  Britain,  as  per  1 1th  Resolution,  there  was  remitted  from  Eng,- 
land  to  Ireland,  between  the  5th  Jan..  1797  and  the5tb  Jan.  1817, 
the  sum  of  68,930,595/^  making  the  total  Expenditure  for  Great 
Britain,.  1,304,913,074/.;'  and  that  in  addition  to  the  Revenue  of 
Great  Britain,  bf  1, 1 14,318,563/.,  as  stated  in  the  lOth  Ri^^olutipn, 
there  was  received  from  Ireland  the  sum  of  ^2,245,47  l/.y  making  (ex* 
clilsive  of  Loans)  the  total  income  of  G|:eat3ritain,l,l66,564,p34/.; 
and  by  the  addition  of  16,685,124/.,^  being  the  difference  between 
the  sums  remitted  to,  and  from  Ireland,  makes  a  total  exces9  of 
Expenditure  over  Income  of  138,949,040/.' 

No,  xiv. 

That  as  the  reduction  of  ], 3 13,1 1 1/.  of  Annual  Charge,  as  stated 
in  the  Qth  Resolution,  was  effected  without  any  aid  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  the  same  reduction  might  have  taken  place  from  the  Annual 
Charge  of  9,203,974/>  as  it  stood  on  the  5th  Jan.  1793 ;  and  that, 
bad  the  1 38,3499040/.,  the  excess  of  Expenditure  in  the  24  years 
from  the  5th  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817>  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding  Resolution^  been  raised  by  taxes  within  those  years,  instead  of 
by  loans,  the  total  amount  of  Capital  of  Debt  unredeemed  on  the 

'  Vide  Annoal  Fioance  Accounts. 

Expenditure  ...-..,.•... £1,235^2,479 

Remitted  to  Ireland 68,930,595 

=1,304,913,074 

Revenue  of  Great  Britain 1,114.318,563 

Received  from  Ireland 52,245,471 

— =1, 166,664,034 


'    Excess  of  Expenditure  •  •  •  •      £138,349,040 

r 

*  Remitted  from  England  to  Ireland.    Vide  Annual  Fi- 
nance Accounts  ...». ^^. £68,930,595 

Remitted  from  Ireland  ti^  England 52,245,471 

£16,685,124 


'  Vide  concluding  observations. 

^  Annual  Charge,  5th  Jan.  1793  •  •  •  •  £9,203,974— Vide  1st  Resolution. 
Reduction  as  per  9th  Resolution, 

up  to  5th  Jan.  1817 1,313,111 

Charge  as  it  would  fcave  been  in         ___— 

1817,  if  no  LoaQn  bad  been 

raised    •  f  • £7,890,863 

VOL.  XXI.  Tarn.  NO.  XLII.  £  B 


'i 

5th  Jan.  1817,  would  have  been  only  £07,706,535;.,'  «nd  theitii- 
Aiial  Charge,  including  Management,  only  7,890,863/.,  instead  of 
n^ing  8I7,415,9S7<;.»  of  Ci^tal,  and  30;6M;£M/w  of  Animal 
Change,  as  it  ttefod  on  the  Ah  Jan.  181^% 

No.  XV. 

That  it  ap^afrs  by  the  preceding  Resottttiam,  that,  in  cotise*- 
quence  of  not  raismg  fhe  Supplies  Mritfain  the  year,  by  taate^  t»  the 
ain6iiiit^f  ldd,'34d,040/.  in  the  24  years,  being  an  tMfnge  of 
^,i64,54dL  per  annuto>  a  debt  of  609,708,70^.^  of  Ca^tal  lias 
beeA  inctirtted,  at  an  increased  AiAiud  Charge  of  ^,737,37  ^l^^ 
ttieireby  occasioning  taxation  to  Ae  extent  of  upwards  otf*  58  inil* 
lions  per  annum ;  whilst  from  the  5th  Jm.  1817,  about  93  ttfll- 
lions  only  would  have  sufficed.' 

No.  XVI. 

That,  by  the  union  of  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  on  the  5  th  Jan.  1817,  a  farther  Annual  Charge  of 
1,S£3,775/.  155.  4d.  was  added  to  the  annual  charge  of  Great 

'  Capital,  fonded   and  unfunded, 

1793 £239,3d0;i^ 

Capitals  cancelled  up  to  1817  •  •        3i,643,613^yide9thR»io]utkm. 

• 

Capital  as  Ft  would  have  been  •  •   £207,706,535 

^  Vide  Finance  Accounts,  pp.  224  and  5,  ending  6tb  Jan.  1817 : 

Capitals  Tarfous   ••••    £772,764,937     at  an  an- 
nual charge  of  •  •••  £26,66U;960    4    5 

'TermHiable  Annuities 
of  various  denomi- 
nations   1,657^904    6  10 

Life  do.  48  Geo.  3. 
c.  142 225,254  13    0 

•Charges  of  Manage- 
ment to  the  Bank*  •  278,189    2    3 

Unfunded  Debt'  ••••       44,650,300  ••  charge  ••     1,815,926  17    8 

Total  Capital    •  •   £817,415,237  ^eb^r^  of  **  £30,628,234"T'2 

3  Capital  of  Debt  as  it 
stood  on  5th  Jan. 
1817,    funded    and 

unfunded    £817,415,237  at  charge  of  £30,628,234    4    3 

Di),    as  it  would  have 
been,    as   per  14tb 
Resolution  ••••••'••    ^07,706,535  do.  7,^90,868    0    0 

■-  I ■    I        II I  ■     III- 

£609,708,702     charfje     ♦£582,737^,371    4    3 
~-^     Iner^ase  of  Chi^rge  by 'Loans. 


Vide  concluding  OBscftAtions. 


Ig^fi^tii^jhy  <ttiej^C|c^rpQraMQM  xrf  a8^739>869/**  pf  cap^^  fuwfc/i 

/^ii^9  iur^d  si^4  JMifi^Mii](4ed|  of  tbe.  United  Kingcjioip,  ofi  the  6,Ui 
J,^.  I947«i9  a'Bia^^  to  846jlaJ,}0$V  and  ^  Axuiual  iChargp 

No.  XVll. 

That,  from  the  5th  Jan.  1817  to  the  5th  Jan.  1822,  th^rei 
was  raised,  bi/  Taxes^  in  jt^l^  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
^.nd  ^i^^x^  ^e  5Um ,pf  ^96,454,538/.  ;*  and  the  ^xpeii^itiire  ^uring 

•  Cttfirre  t)4i  the  Debt  of  Great  Britaiif . . .  .'^.     i^S0,028;234 
Do.  •   •  ^  oF^reUnd 13a3)?75 

7c^a1  Gliarge  of  United  Kingdom 

on  ^th  Jan.  ISl?   •  • • £31>962,0q9   Sterling;, 

Pro|^)rtion  of  Charge  uu  ui^fnnded   ••••  2>Q81,157 

ij 

.J>o.  fnnded    ......      £29,87^362 


*  Vide  Parliamefitary  Paper,  No.  J15,  of  18i& : 
Funded  Debt,  unre- 
deemed,   Ireland^ 
.    .  in^  £j;itish  A^orren- 
cy',  ,Qn   5th   Jan. 

iai7-  • £23,43^,1}^  5  3*  ^t  an  apnual  charge  of  1,088,546 

Unfunded  6,804,615  0  0   at  a  charge  of  .         296,230 

Funded  and  unfunded  £28,73^,8<^  6  9  at  an  annual  charge  of  £1,3.23,775 

•  ■ «  ■■ 

*  By  Irish  Finance  Accounts  on  5th  Jan.  1817,  p.  04, 
The  total  Capital  of  Irish  Debt  is  slated  at   •  •  •  •  • « £34,04^,870  16    6 
Redeemed 8,812,d02  12    7 


Unredeemed  capital  in  Irish  Currency- •••£25,236,208    2  10 
equivalent  in  British  Currency       28,^^,962 

^  Capital  of  Great  Britain,  on  5th  Jan.  -l— i-i — — — 

'1817,  Funded  and  Unfunded   ...     £817,415,237— Uth  Resolution. 
^>o.  of  Ireland,  Funded  and  Unfunded    28,739,869  vide  ». 

Total  of  the  VixMed^  Kingdom    £^46, 155, 106 

♦  Vide  Annual  Finance  Accounts,  1817  to' 1821,  both  inclusive. 
Total  Gross  Income  of  the  United  Expenditure  of  Ibe 

Kingdom,  (Drawbacl^s  excepted.)  United  KingdpfQ. 

aaii?  • £67,650.5159 -••     fSfUfi^^Sik 

l^m  -f  \'rf  •  •  •  •       69,667,941   •  •  •  • •  •  •     &7fi72A'i» 

M\\9 58,680,252 67,392,544 

1820 59,769,680 ••••     67,476,756 

'  1$^   M«r'-*--         €0,686,0:rp  • ' 67,639,893 


.*--    w 


jAfDIDfi  « •  •  •   £296,454,638  Exp.  •  •  •  •  £288,926,669 

288,925,669  

£7,628,869  Excess  of  Income  iu  6  years* 


376  Fr&po$ed  Resolutums  reiatvoe  to  tk^  £1S 

-the  same  period,  for  Civil  list^  pensions,  and  other  charges' on  ^ 
Consolidated  fund,  and  for  expenses  of  the  Navy,  Ordnance,  Aitejr 
(Ordinary  and  Extraordinary)  Miscellaneous' services,  and  charges 
of  Collection,  and  for  interest  and  management  of  Debt,  as  stated 
In  the  preceding  resolution,  amounted  (including  2, 155,4^/.'  paid 
for  Russian  loan  and  to  Holland)  to  £88,g25,()6d/.,  leaving  an 
Excess  of  income  over  expenditure,  in  the  5  years,  of  7^528,869/. 
145. 

No.  xviir. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  Excess  of  Income  of  7y528,809^-  as 
stated  in  the  preceding  reaolution,  a  further  funding  of  90,761,920// 
has  taken  place,  for  which  an  additional  Capital  of  debt  has 
been  created  between  the  5th  Jan.  1817  and  the  5th  Jan. 
1822,  of  ll6,600,2d5/.,3  at  anannual  Interest  in  perpetuity  of 
3,.773;354/.,4  and  that  ihe  said  Capital  of  1 16,600,235/.  has  been 
created  by  19,999>920/.,  raised  by  Loans  in  Money;  by 
34,262,000/.  Exchequer  Bills  issued,  and  afterwards  funded  ;  and 
by  36,500,000/.  borrowed  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund :  and  that  for  the  19^999,920/.  raised  by  Loans,  the  sum  of 
19,814,944/.'  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  leaving  a  deficit  of 
184,976/.,  retained  by  the  Bank  for  discount  on  prompt  payment, 
and  for  receiving  the  same ;  and  that  there  is  also  charged  14,l()9/*9 
'milder  the  head  of  Miscellaneous  Services,  in  the  Finance  Accounts 

'  Vide  ParliameDtary  Paper,  No.  293,  of  1820. 

*  *  Vide  col.  1  of  145,  of  1822: 

By  loans  in  money        .        .        .        .'       .        :        •  £19,999,920 

By  Exchequer  Bills 34,262,000 

By  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fond     .        .       «        .  36,500,000 


Deficit  retained  by  the  Bank         £184.976 
for  transfer  14,109 


£90,761,920 


199.085 


Net  Amount  of  Cash  .        .    £90,562,835 

3  Vide  col.  3  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  145.  of  1822. 

♦  Vide  col.  5  of  ditto. 

'  1818,  for  transfer  of  27  millions,  3  per  cents,  to 

3i  per  cents.  £2.999,920  Cash   £2,971,819  19    4 

1819  capital  12,000,000  11,862,340    7    6 

1820  .        .         5,000,000  4,980,783  15    1 

19,999,920      Received      £19,814,944    1  11 
Short  credited     184,976 

Net    £19,999,920 


tJH  National  Debt  and  the  Sinkifr^  Fund.  977. 

d^l819;«6  fmid  to  the  Bank  of  England  for  transferring  2,7fOOOflOOL 
oftd  fyerxents.  to  3 J  per  cents.;  making  tbe.net  amount  of  money 
received  and  accounted  for  to  be  only  90,562^835/.,  creating  an 
annual  charge  for  interest  in  perpetuity  of  3^73,354/.;  which  sum 
copverted  ioto  a  3  per  cent.  Capital,  is  equal  to  125,778,466/.,  or 
138/.  175.  of  3  per  cent.'Capital  for.  every  100/.  of  money,  or  100/. 
of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  72/.  of  money. 

No.  XIX. 

That,  during  the  period  of  five  years,  from>5th  Jan.  1817  to  5th 
Jan.  1822,.  in  which  3,773,354/.  New  Annuities  were  created  for 
90,562^835/.  money,  there  has  been  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  the  sum  of  82,021,555/.;'  and  the  expense  of 
their  office,  during  the  same. period,. has  been  32,203/.  2s.  2^/.,^ 
n^aking  tiie  total  amount  of  82,053,758/.;  with  which  the  said 
Commissioners  have  purchased  110,489,252/.^  of  various  stock, 
the  dividends  on  which  amount  to  3,338,857/.;^  which  sum,  con- 
verted into  a  3  per  cent.  Capital,  is  equal  to  1 1 1,295,232/.  or  135/. 
13s.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  100/.  of  money,  or  100/.  of  3 
per  cent.  Capital  for  every  73/.  14s.  6d.  of  money  paid  to  the  said 
Commissioners. 

No.  XX. 

That,  in  borrowing  the  sum  of  82,053,7^8/.  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  there  were  created,  and  added  to 
the  Debt,  capitals  equal  to  113,960,608/.^  of  3  per  cent,  at  an  an- 

■  Vide  col.  8  of  No.  145.  of  1822. 
Paid  to  the  Commissioneni  of  Sinking  Fund  £82,021,565 

Expense  of  Office  ...        .        .        .  32,203 

£82,053,758 


*  In   1817 

£4,853  17  11 

1818 

6,399  12  10 

1819 

7,240  4  8 

1620 

7,108  6  9f 

1821 

6,601  0  0 

£32,203    2    2}  Vide  No.  39  of  1831. 
62,698  from  1793  to  1816. 

£94,901     2    2f 

5  yide  col.  9.  No.  145.  ♦Vide  col.  11.  do. 

Money.  3  per  cents.  Money.  3  per  cents. 

5  1/90,562,136/.    :    125,778,466/.      :    :    82,063,768/.    :    113,960,608 

But.  82,053,768/.  has  redeemed  only  111,296,232 

Occasioning  a  loss  of  3  per  cent,  capital  equal  to     £  2,665,376 
and  a  Dividend  of  £79,961. 


Meeihed,  during^  the  sathe  p^ibti  with  that  fhiiiii,  Di'i^klAMi^^AfM 
buitiks  111  fierpetuity,  to  the  irrtiouht  of  only  S;9S8,867i.,*  fe^iitf -W 
111,295,232/.  of  3  per  dertl.  Capitiil;  bccasictoing  tHti*ii'%  tb« 
Operations  of  the  Sinkih^  Vixtii,  a  loss  bf  79,96  ri.9  of  if^i^ 
Annuity,  equal  to  2,665,376/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital ,  showing  that 
the  Debt  created,  between  th^  5(h  J^h.  1817  and  5th  3hh.  l^i; 
was  ai  the  rate  of  138/.  1 7s.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  100/. 
of  money;  and  .that  the  amount  redeemed  in  the  same  period  .was 
iit  the  rate  of  135/.  \Ss.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  lOO/;  of 
ftiOne^,  being  a  loss  of  31. 4s.  of  3  per  ^xot.  Capital  oh  ever^  lOOi; 
bf  money  expended  by  the  Coihmissionet's.  - 

.  No,  XXI. 

That  the  total  ^utti  funded  iti  Great  Britairt  ih  tlie  29  y^af%  frote 
the  5th  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1829,  amounted  to  07  5, 636,47  7/.;* 
tliat  the  total  sum  received  in  money^  and  accounted  for  M^as 
670,354,223/.,^  at  an  Annual  aggregate  charge  of  33,8 1  *,799/./  viz. 
bf  33,003,622/.  for  interest  in  perpetuity;  for  884,69^/.  oT termin- 
idble  Annuities,  converted  into  750,777/.  of  perpetual  Annuities ;  th^ 
230,000/.  on  the  same  terms  as  perpetual  Annuities  were  createcl 
in  1795;  and  654,696/.  at  18.86  years  purchase,  and  the  whole 
ifito  a  3  per  cent.  Capital,  equal  to  1,1 27i  126,633/.,  being  at  the 
mte  of  168/.  Is.  of  S  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  I(k)/.  of  iriotiey 
received;  or  100/.  of  d  per  qent.  Capital  for  every  59/.  10^.  of 
money,  equal. to  5/.  10^.  per  cent,  interest. 

No.  XXII. 

That  the  total  sum  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
l*'und^  during  the  said  period  of  29  years,  from  the  5th  Jan. .| 793 

Money.  Dividend.  Money.  EHvidencl. 

«  If  90,662,835/.    :     3,773,354/^      :   :      82,063,758/.      :    /^j4l8,818/. 

*  Vide  col.  11. 

Dividend  on  borrowing  £3,4111,81^ 

3  Do.  redeeming        .        .  3,338,857 


.  I  ■■■11 


Difference  in  Dividend        £719,961 


♦  Vide  col.  1.  No.  145  of  1822.  i  Vid«  ool.  2.  No.  146  of  1822. 

«  Col.  6. £33,068,022  perpetaity. 

Col.  a 133,400  of  Do.  ibr  230,000/.  Of  M  Jreaf^. 

Col.  6. 617,377  of  D6.  for  664,69d/.  tehninable  in  1860. 


••  ■  • 


£99,913*^799 
Equal  to  a  3  per  cent,  capital  of  l,ld7,12d,'66d/. 


HI  NMioMol  Debt  and  ihe  S&nkimg  ^nd.  979 

to  ihei^tk  Jan.  I8dd,  amouat^dto  £70^43,695/./  imd  the  eifmaes 
of  Am  offioc  during  the  same  period  were  94^00 1 L,*  making  a  Iota} 
ohaigein  oioney  paid  to  the  said  Comaii^ioners,  qf  dTQ^OSd^Td^/.  \\ 
bj  rassing  of  which  an  annual  charge  in  perpetuity  of  lS,6M^477iLf 
was  oieated)  equal  to  435,040>969/.^  of  3  per  cent,  capital. 

NO.XXUL 

That;  with  tb0  £70,638,796/.^  as  stated  in  the  precedii^  resolu- 
f  ion,  the  said  Commissioners  have  purchased  Capital,  of  various 
denominations,  to  the  amount  of  41 3,402,207 /•/  the  Annual  Divi- 
dends on  which  are  19,507,090/.;^  whith  sum,  converted  into  a  3 
per  cent.  Capital,  is  equal  to  416,903,000/.,  being  at  the  rate  of 
154/.  Is.  of  3  per  cents,  purchased  with  every  100/.  of  money  paid 
to  the  said  Commissioners,  or  100/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital,  fw 
enery  64/.  IBs.  of  money,  eiqual  to  4/.  Ifis.  5JJ.  per  cent  interest. 

No.  XXIV, 

That  the  aoioMn^  of  annual  charge  created  ip  perp^tpily.  by  rais- 
ing the  370,638,796/.,  was  13,65 1,477/.9  whilst  the  annual  ^rge 
redeemed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  with  that 

«  Vide  col.  8  of  No.  145.     Cash  paid • £270,6^,806 

*  Vide  No.  39  of  1822.    Expenses  pf  Qffibc H^^ 

Total  snro  paid  to  Cenmissioners  S.  F,  *  •  *  •  £270,699,796' 

Money  received    3  per  cents.    Money  paid  to  Com.    3  p^r  cents. 
If  670,364,222/.  :  1,127,126,^3/.  :  :  270,638,796/.  :  456,049,262/.' 

Dividend.  Dividenil. 

^  670,864,822/.  :  33,813,799/.  :   :  270,638,796/.  :  i8^1,477/. 

^  Vide  col.  9,  No.  146, 1822.*  ^  Vide  col.  11,  No.  146, 1822. 

•  Of  this  Amount  the  following  Sntns  have  heen  canoelled  hy  AxA  of  63 

Geo,  III.  c.  96,  and  subsequent  Acts  :    - 

63  Geo.  III.  c.  96.    1813 £163,676,600 

1814 38,944,561 

1816 61,271,467 

1880 47,930,611 

1821   21,729,1.66 


f'f 


Toial  318,462,306  3  per  cents. 

4814 7,796400  (4  fierii^tf, 

1^3 142,600  6  per  cents. 


Total         ^1,391,306 


I   I  I 

The  Bindands  on  which  amount  to  9;f72jML;  the  remaindfif  stand 
in  the  names  ef  4h€  ^Commissioners. 


FitpffSid  ResoltUions  reiatiiK  tuitht  (Mf 

uUKisty  wai  1£|507>0902.,  being4,144>387/«^of  aoDual  chai|^  in 
peip«tiuty,  less  redeemed  than  created,  equal  to  S8|l46,262ii nf  .$ 
mr  cent.  Capital;  showing  that  the  proportion  of  the  debt  raised 
lor.  the  Sinking  Fund  between  1793  and  18^2,  was  created  at.  the 
rate  of  l68/.  Is.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  100/.  liioney  re* 
ceived ;  and  that  the  amount  redeemed  in  the  same  time,  was  at  the 
rate  of  154/.  Is.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  for  every  100/.  money  paid, 
being  a  loss  of  14/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital,  on  every  100/.  money 
expended  by  the  Commissioners,  equal  to  8s.  4^c/.  per  cent  per 
vnnuffl. 


r. 


No.  XXV. 


That,  independent  of  the  operations  of  the  Commissioners  of  die 
Sinking  Fund,  a  reduction  took  place,  between  the  5th  Jan.  181 7, 
and  5th  Jan.  1822,  of  3,585,497/.^  of  Capital,  and  211,222/.  of 
Annual  Charge,  thereby  reducing  the  Funded  Debt  as  it  stood  on 
the  5th  January  1817,  to  792,6 16,695/.,^  at  an  annual  charge  of 

In  borrowing        created  3  per  cent,  capital,      at  an  annnal  charge  of 

»  270,638,796/. -  455,049,262/. •-.  13,651,477/. 

But  has  redeemed  only     416,903,000/. ••••  12,507,090/. 

Less  redeemed  than  created  £38,146,262  £1,144,387 


^  Cancelled,  and  expired  in  five  years : 

Capitals.  Annoities. 

230,000/.  Annuities  expired  in  1819  £230,000 

For  Land-tax                cancelled  £  628,094  16    8  15,842  16    9 

3  per  cent,  per  48  G.  3,  c.  do.        2,916,560  100,143    3    7 

Unclaimed  Capital  •  •  • 138,842  4,445    4    0 

Exchequer  Annuities  expired..                            '  15,789    1    1 

Ditto       unclaimed  for  3  years  30,710    9    6 

Totals     £3,583,496  16    8  £396,930  14  11 

Deduct  increase  of  Charge,  payable  for  Annuities, 

by  48  Geo.  3.     185,711 

Actual  reduction  from  the  Debt,  as  it  stood  on  — ..__ 

5th  Jan.  1817    £211,221  14  11 


Capital.  Interest. 

3  Funded  in  1817,  in  Great  Britain, 

as  per  14th  Resolution    £772,764,937    £28,812,307    6    6 

— '• — —  Ireland,  as  per 

16th  Resolution    23,435,254        1,058,545 


United  Kingdom             796,200,191  29,870,852    6    6 

Decrease  as  above 3,583,496  21 1,222 

Funded  Debt,  as  it  would  have  been    ■  . , .  ■ . 

on  the  5th  Jan.  1822 £702^616,6t5  £29^66D»eaO' 


Vff       NaUbnalDebt andtki  Sinking  Fatd.  dm 

99fi59fiS0L;  instead  of  its  being  795,312,767/./  at' an  aUnuMI 
eliarge  of  30^15,786/.^  as  it  really  stood  on  the  5th  Jan.  ]S£^ 
being  356,153/.  increase  of  charge  per  annum,  more  in  1822  Xhitik 
it  would  have  been  if  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  abolished  on  %m 
5th  Jan.  1817. 

No.  XXVI. 

That  the  Unfunded  Debt  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  Exchequer 
and  Treasury  Bills,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  was  49,954,915/.,*  and 
on  the  5th  Jan.  18^2,  it  was  32^671,731/.,  showing  an  apparent 
reduction  of  17,283,184/. ; — But,  as  the  excess  of  Income^  in  these 
5  years,  amounted  to  7,528,870/.,'  and  the  deficiency  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  was,  on  the  5th  Jan.  1822,  8,232,458/.^  amounting 
together  to  15,761,328/.,^  it  leaves  only  an  apparent  reduction  of 
1,521,856/.^  to  meet  the  increase  in  the  annual  chaise  of  the 

■  Vide  Finance  Acconnts,  5th  Jan..  1822,  pages  178-9. 

Interest  in  perpetnity 27,875,841   19  1 

Terminable  Annuities •  • . .  •        1,451,205  13  4 

Annuities  by  48  Geo.  3   410,964  19  6 

Charges  of  Management 277,773    0  4 

III.  •  •  !■  ■ 

Total  Charge  of  Funded  Debt,  as  it  really  stood    ^oe\MKP7Qfi  ia    o 
on  the  5th  Jah.  1822 ^30,015,785  13    3 

Vide  Annual  Finance  Account : 

Unfunded  Debt  Great  Britain,  5tb  Jan.  1817 £44,650,300 

Do.  Irish 5,304,615 

49^954,915 
Unfunded  Debt  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  5th  Jan. 

1823,  (vide  p.  187,  Finance  Accounts) . .  y 32,671,731 

Apparent  Decrease  of  Unfunded  Debt,  as  per  Finance  Accts.  £17,283,184 

3  Vide  17th  Resolution. 

*  Yide  Parliamentary  Paper  23,  of  1821 ;  and  Finance  Account,  5th  of 

Jan.  1822 : 
Deficiency  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  on  5th  Jan.  1822     £8,842,330 

Do.  Do.  5th  Jan.  1817  609,872 

Deficiency  in  the  5  years  £8,^2,45^ 

^  Excess  of  Income,  as  per  llesolution  No.  17.    •  •  •     £7,528,870 

Deficiency  of  Consolidated  Fund  as  above 8,232,458 

«  Apparent  decrease  of  Unfunded  Debt,  as  note  ^  above*  •  ^  £17,283,184 
Accounted  for,  as  per  note  '  above  •  •  • 1 .... '    15,761,328 

Decrease  of  Unfunded  Debt 1,521,856 

Against  Increase  of  356,1537.  of  annual  Charge  on  the 
Funded  Debt  equal  to  a  3  per  cent  Capital  of*  •  •  •      11,871,766 


SOS  l^rii^sed  R^solutims  PtlMtwe  to  ikt^  [Ift 

Fanded  Debt,  of  S56,15»/,/eqaal  to  11,871,766/.  in  S  per<ieDt. 
Capital. 

No.  XXVII. 

That  on  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  operations  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  from  the  5th  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817/ it  is 
conclusive,  that  no  reduction  of  the  Debt  was  effected  thereby  ; 
because^  as  the  expenditure  in  each  year  exceeded  the  income  de- 
rived fironi  taxes,  the  money  applied  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  must  have  been  tirst  borrowed;  and,  as  has  been 
shown  by  the  4ih  Resolution,  that  100/.  of  3  percent.  Capital  was 
created  for  every  57 L  18s.  of  money  borrowed,  whilst  the  Com- 
missioners, on  an  average  of  that  period,  paid  6l/.  145.  money  for 
0very  100/,  of  3  per  cent.  Capital  recieemed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
7th  Ke!>o]ution;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  public  paid  5L$s.7ld^ 
per  cent,  on  an  average  for  all  the  money  borrowed  in  that  period, 
whilst  the  Commissioners  pf  the  Sinking  Fund  have  been  receiving 
only  4/.  I7s.  2|e/.  making  a  loss  of  fis.  4^d.  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  expended  by  them  during  that  period  ;  exclusive  of  large 
ionuses,  by  payments  of  dividends,  and  by  exemptions  from  the  in- 
come tax  thereon,  before  all  the  instalments  on  the  several  loans 
were  paid  upr-^Amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  enormous  sum 
of  15,000,0001. 

No.  XXVllI. 

That  as  the  expenditin^  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  dttring 
the  24  years  from  3th  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  (including 
the  charge  on  the  Debt  as  it  stood  on  the  5th  Jan.  179^)  exceeded 
the  income  derived  from  taxes  by  the  jsmn  of  only  ld8,349>0^/.,' 
as  stated  in  the  Idth  Resolution:  and,  as  6l8,l(>S,857/.^  was  raised 
diuriog  that  period,  by  Loans  and  Exchequer  Bills,  it  is  conclusive 
tliat,  by  the  system  of  borrowing  that  has  been  pursued,  the  sum 
of  479,814,817/.  has  been  incurred  as  a  Debt,  during  that  period, 
on  the  sum  of  138,849,040/.,*  in  the  proportion  of  ft9  i  ,M9,779/.* 
for  interest,  annuities  and  charges,  and  188,585^038/.'  paid  to  the 
Coninussione^  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

'  Vide  concluding  observations. 

*  Fnnded £584,874,667 

Jlijcrease  of  Unfunded 33,289,300 

£618,l«3,867 


*  For  Interest,  Annuities  and  Charg^es       .        .        .  .£291,229,779 
^  To  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Fdiia        .        .        .  .    188,685,038 

Amount  raised    .  479^814,817 

*  T«  cover  excess  ef  expenditure         ...        .       .  138,8149,040 

Total  sum  raised  £618,163,857 


No.  XXIX.-  •; 

That  the  system  of  botrotring,  during  the  said  24  years,  cr^atefd 
d  Tiecessity  for  bbfrowiiig,  progressively  increasing  in  proportiorf 
to  the  sum  bdrtOTted;  atid  consequently^  by  having  first  boitoWed 
the  sum  of  188,585,038/.  for  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  it  has  entailed  a  burthen  in  perpetuity,  considerably  exceed- 
ing the  602,830/*  of  annual  change  incurred  by  purchasing  Stock 
on  worse  terms,  than  tho&e  at  which  it  was  created  duriiig  that 
period  ;  as  stated  in  the  8th  Resolution. 

No.  XXX. 

That  the  deduction  in  the  preceding  Resolution  will  be  (Confirmed, 
by  ascertaining,  year  by  year,'  vi'hat  sum  would  haVe  sufficed  to 
hkVe  met  all  the  demands  of  the  State  in  each  year,  on  precisely 
the  satiie  scale  of  expense  With  which  it  has  beeli  supported,  ha§ 
not  thfe  system  of  the  nominal  Siilking  Fund  beert  maintained ;  h^ 
wliieh  ihode  of  prbof  it  will  be  seen  that  aboul  3pO,Oo6,O0O<.] 
^otilci  have  sufficed  to  have  been  funded,  instead  of  584,874,55?/.  j 
a^  stated  in  the  Sd  Resolution. 

No.  XXXl. 

That  as  the  584,874,557/.,  fmided  from  the  «lh  Jart.  1793 
to  the  6th  Jan.  1817,  created  an  annual  charge  of  3(>^174,SfiO/.,^ 
whilst  the  188,584,038/.  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  redeemed  only  9^]6S,i33L^  of  annual  charge,  the  suol  of 
21,00S,130/.^  is  left  as  the  annual  increase  of  thttTge  oH 
396,289,519/.'  applied  as  stated  in  the  margin  ;  whilst  the  sum  of, 
360^000,000/.  would  have  sufficed  to  have  been  funded,  as  slated  in 

*  Vide  concluding  paragraph  of  observations.  ': 

*  Tide  Resolution  4 .        .      £60^l94ja8i| 

3  Vide  Resolntioo  7. d>ia6,da{| 

*  ie^i,oo6,iao 

'  Tc/tal  fuiided        £684,874,567 

Deduct   1 88,585,038  paid  lo  ConmissioBers  of  Sinking  Pulnlk 

£396,289,519  Balance  of  Amount  fancied. 
Add  33,289,300  Bihs  unfunded.    . 

£429,578,819  applied  as  follows  : 


Viz.      £^1,^R89,779  for  interest  and  Charge  on  new  Debt. 
138,349,040  fof  lextTefts  of  Expenditure.    Vide  13tb 

ResoTufion. 

£429^578,819  Total  increase,  on  account  of  the  excess 
of  Expenditure,  of  £l3W,349Xy40  \n  the  24  yeaw.* 
*  Vide  concltiffiiis:  obsei-tatfoiis. 


3M  Prcpased  Resolutums  relatwe  to  the  |1# 

the  preceding  Resolution ;  and  sujpposing  that  amount  to  have  been 
funded  at  the  same  rate  a9  the  5849874y557/.  instead  of  2 1  |006,lS0/« 
it  would  have  created  an  annual  charge  of  only  \Qy519,fiiSl.f  beng 
2,433,310/.'  per  annum  less,  and  leaving  the  annual  charge  on  the 
funded  Debt  for  the  year  1817j  at  only  9,1^^31fiA%Ly  instead  of 
S9^870;852/.;  as  stated  in  the  note  to  the  1 6th  Resolution. 

No.  XXXII. 

That  taking  the  charge  for  the  Funded  Debt  as  it  stood  on  the 
5th  Jan.  1817,  at  29>870,852/./  the  Revenue  of  the  United  King- 
dom, derived  from  taxes,  from  the  5th  Jan.  1817  to  the  5th  Jan. 
1822,  actually  exceeded  every  expense  of  the  State,  (the  charge 
for  the  Sinking  Fund  excepted)  by  the  sum  of  7>528,870/. ;'  but 
bad  the  annual  charge  for  the  Funded  Debt  been  only  27,437>542/., 
as  stated  in  the  preceding  Resolution,  the  excess  of  Revenue  would 
have  considerably  exceeded  7,528,870/. ;  and  had  that  excess  been 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  Stock,  at  the  prices  which  have  pre- 
vailed during  these  five  years,  and  the  Stock  been  cancelled  as  it 
was  purchased,  the  total  excess  of  Revenue  in  the  five  years  would 
have  amounted  to  about  21,000,000  of  money,  redeeming  about 
28,000,000  of  S  per  cent.  Capital,  and  thereby  diminishing  the 
f^harge  by  about  840,000/.  per  annum,  and  have  left  the  chaise  for 
1822,  at  only  26,386,320/.,  instead  of  30,015,786/.,  as  stated  in 
the  25 ih  Resolution ;  making  an  excess  of  annual  charge,  of  no  less 
than  3,629^466/.,  in  perpetuity,  more  than  it  would  have  been,  if 
there  had  been  no  Sinking  Fund. 

No.  XXXIII. 

That,  as  the  price  of  all  commodities  is  uniformly  governed  by 
the  demand,  if  360,000,000/.  only  had  been  borrowed  instead  of 
584,000,000/.,  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  that  the  rate  of  interest  at  which 
the  lesser  amount  might  have  been  obtained,  would  have  been 
considerably  lower ;  and  taking  it  Duly  at  the  rate  of  one  half  per 
cent,  lower,  it  would  have  made  a  difference  of  1,800,000/.  per 
annum,  which,  added  to  the  2,433,310/.,  as  stated  in  the  3l8t  Re- 
solution, amounts  to  4,233,310/.  per  annum ;  and  if  taken  at  Sqrs. 
per  cent»  lower,  it  would  have  made  a  difference  of  5,133,S10iL, 
equal  to  171,110,333/.  of  S  per  dent.  Capital,  and  consequently 
have  left  the  annual  charge  for  1817>  at  only  24,737^542/.,  instead 
of  29,870,852/. 

'  £21,006,130  by  £396,289,619 
18,572,820  by     360,000,000 


V 


£2,433,310  £36,289,619 
^  Vide  note  to  16th  Resolution. 
3  Tide  ITib  Resolution. 


,m}         NuHmalDtH  md  the  Sinking  Fund.         j|«5 

No.  XXXIV. 

That,  if  the  annual  charge  of  the  Funded  Debt  is  taken  at 
94,737954^/.^  on  the  5th  Jan.  1817»  as  stated  in  the  preceding  Re* 
'solution,  the  excess  of  Revenue  would  have  been  still  greater  than 
stated  in  the  32d  Resolution ;  and  had  that  excess  been  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  Stock,  at  the  prices  which  have  prevailed  during 
these  nve  years,  the  total  excess  of  Revenue  would  have  amounted 
to  about  33,000,000  of  money,  redeeming  about  42,000,000  of  3 
per  cent.  Capital,  and  thereby  diminishing  the  charge  by  about 
1,260,(XX)/.'  per  annum,  and  leaving  the  total  charge  for  1822  at 
23,266,320/.,*  instead  of  30,015,786/.,'  as  stated  in  the  25th  Re- 
solution, making  an  excess  of  annual  charge  in  1822  to  the  amount 
of  6,749^466/.,  equal  to  224,982,200/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital. 

No.  XXXV: 

That,  as  the  total  amount  of  Debt  unredeemed  on  the  5th  Jan. 
.1793,  was  only  239^350,148/.,  at  an  annual  charge  of  9>203,977/o 
As  stated  in  the  Ist  Resolution,  from  which  reductions  have  taken 
place  between  that  date  and  the  5th  Jan.  1822,  to  the  amount  of 
35,227,109/.  of  Capital,  and  1,524,333/.  of  annual  charge,  as  stated 
in  the  9th  and  25th  Resolutions;  whereby  the  Debt  on  the  5th  Jan. 
1822,  had  the  138,3499040/.,^  as  stated  in  the  15th  Resolution, 
been  raised  by  taxes  between  the  5th  Jan.  1793  and  the  5th  Jan. 
1817)  would  have  been  only  204,l29,039/->  at  an  annual  charge  of 
7,679>64]/.,  as  far  as  regards  Great  Britain;  and  adding  the 
28,739,869/.  amount  of  Capital,  and  1,323,175/.  of  annual  charge 
thereon,  incurred  by  Ireland,  previous  to  the  union  of  the  two  Ex- 
chequers, on  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  and  brought  into  the  general  ac- 
count on  that  date,  as  stated  in  the  l6th  Resolution,  the  total  amount 
of  Debt  for  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  5th  Jan.  1822,  would  have 
been  232,862,908/.,  at  an  annual  charge  of  94003,416/.,  instead  of 
its  being  79d>3 12,767/.  of  Funded  Debt,  at  an  annual  charge  of 
30,015,786/.,  as  stated  ip  the  25th  Resolution,  and  of  unfunded  to 
the  amount  of  about  41,000,000/.,  as  stated  in  the  26th  Resolution, 
at  an  annual  charge  of  about  1,300,000/.;  making  the  aggregate  of 
Debt  836,312,767/.  and  the  aggregate  annual  charge  31,315,786/. 
being  an  increase  of  capital  of  603,449>859/.  and  22,312,370/.  of 
annual  charge ;   whereby  it  is  conclusive  that  notwithstanding 

» From £24,737,6411 

Deduct        ....  £1,260,000 )  ^  a^-.  <w>n 

as  pet  note  1st  Resolution  26         211,222  $  *'*  ^'^"^ 

Leaving  Charge  for  1822  ^          ....        £23,266,320 
Instead  of >   30,016,786 

^  Vide  concluding  observations. 


996  Pr^ii^  lUsobdwrn  iSsMtie^MiksT  m 

270^543,89^/.  is  stated  to.baviB  been  applied  towards  the  reduction 
4>f  the  National  Debt,  between  tiie  5th  Jan.  1793  and  the  5th  ^n. 
IWi,  not  onlj  has  no  reduction  been  effected  therein,  biit  on  the 
contrary,  it  has  actually  been  increased  to  the  aoiount  above  «iUite<t 
of  603^449,859/.  at  an  annual  charge  of  *2>312,S70/.;  hereby  d^ 
monstrating  thai  the  Sinking  Fund  system  was  fomided  io  fiji^cj^ 
ond  has  b^ien  Mfiaintained  by  deilusion. 

No.  XXXVl. 

That,  whether  the  Financial  Syst€;nj  of  the  Country  \^^  regarded, 
in  xefer^nce  to  tlie  increased  burthen  of  1,144,387/.  per  ^onam. 
occasioned  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fnpd,  in  mei^h 
purchasing  Stock  on  worse  terms  than  at  which  it  was  createdt  as 
stated  in  the  24th  Resolution ;  or  in  reference  to  that  of  (),749i46d/!, 
occasioned  by  the  extensioii  and  comp^lication  of  the  accounts^  in 
consequence  of  the  existence  of  the  Sinking  Fqnd  system,  as  stilted 
19  the  34.lh  Resolution ;  or  in  reference  to  th^  inci^ea^ed  burthen  of 
112,3 H,370/.  per  annum,  which  has  be^n  infiicted  on  the  public 
since  18 1 6,  and  to  continue  in  perpetuity  by  not  baving  raised 
^"bout  138,000,000/.'  of  additional  taxes,  in  the  ^4  years,  froin  the 
dth  Jan.  1793  to  the  5th  Jan.  1817,  and  which  occa^bned  iaxation 
in  1821,  to  upwards  of  60,000,000/.,  whilst  about  33^000,000/. 
only  would  have  sufficed,  as  previously  shown  in  the  1 5th  Resolu- 
tion ;  either  case  sufficieutly  shows  that  the  Financial  System  of  the 
Country  is  founded  on  erroneous  principles,  portending  consequences 
as  ruinous  and  fatal  as  the  Sinking  Fund  system  is  demonstrated  t,Q 

1>o  fallacious  and  delusive. 

"• .      •  •  •.' 

No.  XXXVII. 

That,  on  taking  a  prospective  view  of  the  r«euU  of  a  Sinking 

Fund;  if  5,000,000/.  per  annum  are  applied  for  10  years^itf  the 

jiurchase  of  Stock,  at  the  rate  of  81/.  money -for  every  10(Kf.' of  8 

per  cent.  Capital,  cancelling  the  Stock  as  it  is  purchased,  it  will 

tffford  an  annual  remission  of  taxation  to  the  amount  of  1B5,>185/., 

and  it  will  redeem  in  10  3^ar8  6l,7^8,3€0/.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital, 

(as  stated  in  Parliamentary  Paper  No.  151  of  18912)  the  divid^ndls 

on  which  will  be  1,851,851/.,  aflfording  an  aggregate  remission  of 

taxation  annually  to  that  amount,  at  the  expiration  of  10  years,  et- 

&cted  at  the  aggregate  expense  of  50,000,000/.  of  taxes  ;--*but> -if 

5,090,000/.  per  annum  are  employed  as  a  Sinking  Fund  ipr  10 

years,  in  the  purchase  of  Stock  at  the  rate  of  81/.  money  for«very 

lOOf.  of  3  per  cent.  Capital,  with  the  dividends  accruing  thereon, 

the  aggregate  sums  will  purchase  jn  ^hat  time  ,73,1.01,437/*  of  3 

,|)6r  cents. -(as  stated  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper  before  referred  to) 

1  Vide  concluding  observations. 
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the div^kieods  on  which  will  be  ^^XQStfi^^  affordJAg  at  tbe^xpiritr 
tioii  of  tbat  thne  a  remissiou  of  taxatioa  to  that  ainoant,  but  no 
relief  wtiatever  in  the  interval  of  the  10  years^  effected  at  the  aggre- 
gate expense  of  59,212,164/.  of  taxes. 

No.  XXXVIU. 

That  by  the  preceding  Resolution,  it  is  seen,  that  under  the 
operation  of  a  Sinking  Fund  of  5^000,000/.  per  annum,,  at  Com- 
pound Interest,  no  relief  vihatever  from  taxation  wiUi  be  aifforded  to 
the  Coantry  for  10  years;  and  witbout  any  guarantee  that  the  ex* 
action  of  so  great  an  amount  of  taxes  may  not,  under  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  Country,  occasion  an  increase  of  distreiis  and  pau- 
perism more  than  equivalent  to  any  advantages  that  can  larise  from 
the  remission  of  2,193>043/.  of  taxes  per  annum,  at  the  expiration 
cV  that  period : — whilst  the  immediate  remission  of  taxes,  to  the 
amount  of  5,000,000/.  per  annum,  will  afford  a  tnost  important 
and  ess^itial  relief  from  those  burtliena,  which  at  preseut  press  so 
beavily  on  the  industry  of  the  Cowctry. 


The  Parliamentary  copy  of  t^ie  Resolutions  contains  th«  followirvg  ]it<>ral 
errors  and  omission. — Viz.  Resolution  9.  Life  and  other  terminable  anmn 
ittes,  created  prior  to  the  5ih  of  January,  1793,  liad  fallen  in,  expired  &t  re* 
mained  unclaimed  for  thirty  years  and  upwards — should  be  three  years.  This 
error  also  exists  in  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Hoiiiie. 

Resohuion  24.  About  the  middb,  the  word  fund  after  Sinkitig  is 
emieted^ 

Resolution  85.  About  the  middleb-r-The  total  amount  of  debt  ^- the 
United  Kingdom  on  the  5th  January,  1817,  would  have  been  232,869,908/.,— 
should  bie  5th  Jitnuary,  1822. — This  error  is  corrected  m  the  Votes. 

Resolution  37.  Near  the  bottom. — Effected  at  the  aggres:ate  expense  of 
d9,l93,043/.  of  taxes— -should  be  59,21'3,ia4/.  1  his  error  is  at^o  corrected 
in  the  Votes. 

•^  Note  also,  that  the  37th  Resolution  is  susceptible  of  a  twofold  construc- 
tion, viz.  Instead  of  saying,  as  in  the  itrst  instance,  that  5,000,000/.  per 
atitinm,  applied  as  there  stated,  would  aflbrd  at  the  expiration  of  10  years  « 
redoition  ^of  taxes  to  the  amoup^t  of  l,85l;851/.  per  annum,  effected  at  th« 
aggregate  expense  of  50  millions  of  taxes — as  the  operation  would  aidmit 
pf  a  reduction  to  the  amount  of  185,185/.  the  first  year,  progressively  increas- 
ing up  to  1,851,8'51/.  the  10th  year,  making  a  total  reduction  during  the 
fO  years  of  8,333,338/.  (the  calctdation  being  made  aonualW,  and  not  half- 
yearly) — it  may  be  said,  tbat  the  whote  operation  would  be  effecteii  «t  «fi 
aggregate  expense  of  only  41,€66fid6L  of  taxes,  iinste&d  of'50jl)00,000A  ^a»d 
in  the  other  instance  it  may  be  said,  on  the  same  principle,  that  tiie  reduc. 
tion  of  2,193,403/.  per  annum  at  the  etpiotttM)  of '10  years,  would  be  effected 


// 
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at  the  aggregate  expense  of  only  50  millions  of  taxes,  instead  of  59,219,164/.: 
80  it  would;  but  theny  if  the  interest  on  the  amount  collected  in  taxes  to 
effect  either  operation  be  taken  into  account  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  onlyi 
(and  it  is  worth  doable  or  treble  that  rate,  left  with  the  people  for  applica- 
tion,)both  positions  lead  to  the  same  conclusion. 

In  the  Resolutions,  as  well  as  in  the  Votes  of  the  House,  the  S7th  Resolu- 
tion is  without  the  conclusion  here  printed  in  italics.  At  the  time  they  were 
printed,  however,  to  an  advanced  period  of  the  session,  as  well  as  the  diffi- 
culty in  obtainins  the  particulars  how  some  of  the  loans  were  paid  in,  it  was 
not  possible  to  complete  that  part  of  the  calculations ;  but  it  has  since  been 
ascertained  to  amount  to  the  sum  here  stated :  viz.  about  15,000,000/. ;  inde- 
pendent too  of  the  premiums  on  the  Omnium,  which,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  loans,  was  considerable,  and  may  be  fairiy  stated  to  amount  in 
the  aggregate  to  12  or  15  millions  more,  as  a  bonus  to  the  contractors  and 
origin^  subscribers. — No  wonder  that  the  war  had  its  advocates,  and  the 
country  its  loyalists! 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  whole  illustration,  however,  remaini 
yet  to  be  developed.  On  reference  to  Resolutions  IS,  15,  28,  note  to^Sl, 
and  Resolutions  35  and  36,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  calculations  as  to  the 
result  of  the  operations  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  founded  on  the  presump- 
tion of  the  expenditure  for  the  24  years,  from  the  5th  January  1793  to  the  5th 
January  1817,  having  been  1,304,913,074/.,  and  the  excess  of  expenditure 
overincome  derived  from  taxes  having  been  138,349,040/. : — With  the  view 
of  explaining  the  grounds  on  which  this  result  was  obtained,  it  is  necessary 
to  state  that  prior  to  the  year  1797,  no  authentic  accounts  of  either  Income 
or  Expenditure  were  publbhed  :  in  that  year  a  Committee  of  Members  of 
Parliament  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  public  accounts,  and  prescribe 
a  form  by  which  a  circumstantial  and  detailed  account  should  be  published 
annually :  consequently,  for  the  years  1798  and  1799  an  account  was  pre- 
sented to  Parliament,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Though  they  seem  not  to 
have  been  distributed  (as  is  usual  at  the  present  time)  to  the  Members,  the  ^ 
accounts,  however,  such  as  they  are,  exist  in  the  Journals  Office  of  the 
House  of  Commons ;  and  since  that  period,  commencing  with  the  year  1800U 
an  account  has  annually  been  presented  to  Parliament,  of  both  Income  and 
Expenditure,  from  which  documents  the  amounts  in  the  Resolutions  have 
been  taken.  But  as  no  account  existed  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  for  the 
first  four  years  of  the  war,  viz.  1793, 4,  5,  and  6,  and  from  replies  to  repeated 
applications  to  obtain  the  accounts,  it  was  deemed  unlikely  ever  to  obtain 
any ;  especially  as  a  return  made  to  Parliament,  19ih  June,  1815,  (Parlia- 
mentary Paper  No.  412)  states,  that  "  previously  to  the  year  1798,  the 
public  accounts  were  not  made  out,  or  laid  before  Parliament,  in  such  a  col- 
lected form  as  to  show  the  amount  of  payments  made  out  of  the  Exchequer 
receipts ;"  and  proceeds  to  state, ''  that  such  accounts  could  only  be  made  up 
b^  the  several  departments  in  England  and  Scotland,  after  much  investiga- 
tion and  labor;'' — under  such  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  the 
calculation,  it  was  necessary  to  hypothecate  the  amount  of  Expenditure  for 
those  4  years,  at  some  given  sum ;  and  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  impugn- 
ment for  assuming  an  amount  merely  to  make  out  a  case  unfavorable  to  Mr« 
Pitt's  talents  as  a  statesman,  it  was  resolved  to  go  to  an  extreme  point,  and 
the  expenditure  of  those  four  years  was  consequenUy  assumed  at  150,000,000/. ; 
but  since  the  Resolutions  were  printed,  a  circumstantial  and  detailed  ac- 
count of  both  Income  and  Expenditure  for  those  four  years  has  been  ob' 
tained  from  the  Treasurv,  by  which  the  Expenditure  appears  not  to  have 
amounted  to  130,  instead  of  150  millions,  reaucing  the  excess  of  Expendi- 
ture over  Income  in  the  84  years,  below  120,  instead  pf  138  millions,    Sych 
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being  the  ease  it  necessarily  alters  every  part  of  the  ResoludonSi  whieh  de- 
duce condusions  from  the  data  laid  down  in  the  15th  Resolution,  and  alters 
those  conclusions  to  a  degree  very  far  exceeding  the  simple  aritixnedcal 
proportion  between  1S8  and  180.  But  as  circumstances  have  not  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  ascertain  the  correct  result^  and  as  the  subject  is  again 
likely  forthwith  to  engage  the  attention  of  Parliament,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions as  originally  submitted  to  its  notice  been  deemed  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  drawn  up,  viz.  that  of  unequivocally  and  in. 
oontrovertibly  proving  the  fallacy  and  delusion  df  the  Smking  Fund  Sys- 
tem, and  the  urgent  and  impe/ious  necessity  for  its  immediate  abolition, 
both  in  effect  and  name,  the  Resolutions  in  their  original  form  are  here  again 
submitted  to  the  sober  judgment  of  the  intellectual  portion  of  the  Bntish 
Community. 

A  conclusion  so  positive  as  here  drawn,  on  the  face  of  so  many  concurrent 
expressions  of  approbation  in  favor  of  the  Sinking  Fund  System,  and  in  the 
very  teeth  of  its  adoption,  and  present  practical  operation  in  almost  every 
State  in  Europe,  may  seem  an  act  of  bold  presumption;  as  far  however  as 
Bngland  is  concerned  in  the  question,  the  Resolutions  herewith  preclude 
tlie  necessity  of  any  modification  of  the  conclusion.  And  although  the 
firinciple  on  which  the  Sinking  Fund  System  of  England  is  formed,  under 
certain  circumstances,  might  be  desirable  in  adoption  and  correct  in  prac. 
Uce;  it  will  on  that  sort  of  investigation,  which  all  subjects  having  connec- 
tion with  other  subjects  require,  be  found  to  lead  to  different  results,  accor- 
ding to  the  extent  and  bearmg  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Financial  System 
with  which  it  is  operating.  As  a  mere  point  of  abstract  calculation,  it  is  not 
intended  to  deny,  but  that  any  given  sum,  at  a  given  rate  of  interest,  either 
rimple  or  compound,  at  any  given  time,  will  accumulate  to  a  sum  easily  to 
be  ascertained ;  but  that  is  not  t^e  question  which  concerns  the  people  of 
England :  the  question  which  concerns  them  is, — whether  the  Sinkmg  Fund 
System,  as  proposed  to  Parliament  by  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  99th  March,  1786,  and 
adopted  on  that  date,  was,  or  was  not  founded  in  reason  and  common  sense ; 
and  how  far  its  operation  foi'  36  years  has  been  beneficial  or  prejudicial  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  country ;  and  above  all,  how  far  such  a  System  is 
applicable  to  the  present  day,  to  existing  circumstances,  and  the  peculiar 
and  unprecedented  position  in  which  the  extraordinary  events  of  the  last 
50  years  have  placed  her. 

Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  date  above  mentioned,  stated  to  Parliament,  *^  That  the 
flan  which  he  had  then  the  honor  to  bring  forward  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
mg  off  the  National  Debt,  he  was  proud  to  flatter  himself  would  entitle  his 
name  to  be  inscribed  upon  that  firm  monument  he  was  about  to  raise  to  na^ 
iional faith,  and  national  profferUy  I^-^Let  his  pride  be  gratified  with  the  in- 
scription ;  the  enemies  to  his  name,  if  there  be  any,  need  not  wish  any  other 
chronicle,  and  his  friends  surely  cannot  refuse  it ;  and  as  an  accompanying 
tribute  to  the  talents  of  his  faithful  followers  and  disciples ,of  the  present 
day,  let  the  contract  for  the  building  of  the  barracks  in  the  Regent's  Park  be 
inscribed  also. 

It  was  intended  to  have  exhibited  herewith  a  statement  in  detail,  illus- 
trative of  the  30th  Resolution ;  but  from  its  magnitude,  and  the  nature  of  its 
construction,  it  proved  impracticable  to  introduce  it. 

The  statement  however  may  be  had  at  Mr. Miller's,  69,  Fleet  Street,''  exhi- 
biting the  amount  of  money  raised  hy  Junding  in  Great  Britain,  in  each  year 
since  1792,  with  the  amount  of  nominal  capital  created  thereby,  and  the 
amount  which  has  actually  been  charged  for  Interest  on  the  portion  unre. 
deemed ;  also  the  excess  or  diminution  of  the  issue  of  Exchequer  Bills  with- 
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ia  etc))  ye^iv  andtbe  total  amount  outstaBduis  at  tbe  «fid  cf  each  jrear^  with 
^tbeamoiHitaonualiy  char|[edfi>r  interest  OQ  the  aaiue;  amount  of  income 
idiinved  from  taxes  within  each  year,  and  the  amount  of  £x|>enditurey  eiclu- 
jpife  of  the  chargoon  tbe  money  raised  by  funding,  or  the  £x|icnditure  as  it 
iWOuAd  have  been  had  the  total  supply  been  raised  by  taxes  within  eaeb 
jfear :  Col.  No.  ^  showing  the  additional  nmount  of  taxes  requi»te  to  have 
Jot^n  raised  under  such  circunistaoocs^  and  a  further  statement,  showing 
.what  sum  would  have  sufficed  to  have  been  funded  had  no  Sinking  Food 
jByitem  existed/'  kc.  6ct,  &c. 
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A  SIMPLE,  ORIGINAL,  AND  PRACTICAL 


PLAN, 


FOR 


SUPPRESSING    MENDICITY, 


ABOLISHING  THE  PRESENT  SYSTEM 


OF 


PAROCHIAL    TAXATION, 


AVD 


AMELIORATING  THE  CONDITION 


OP 


THE  LOWER  CLASSES  OF  SOCIETY. 


**  Philosophy  holds  her  heavenly  light 

To  Senatejiand  to  Kings,  to  guide  their  Councils, 

And  teacjathem  to  r^orm  and  bleu  Mankind." 


LONDON : 
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SKETCH  OF  A  PLAN, 


S^f.   &;c. 


10  the  enlightened  philanthropist  it  is  tinnecessary  to  dilate  on 
those  principles  of  action  by  which  man  is  influenced  and  governed  ^ 
he  knows  that  the  machine  of  civil  society  is  kept  in  perpetual  mo- 
tion by  the  operation  of  the  grand  influential  principle  of  selfish- 
ness, under  its  various  modifications,  refined  or  abased,  by  predis- 
posing principles  established  in  the  mind.  He  traces  its  operation 
in  the  higher  and  lower  walks  of  life,  and  discerns  its  eflFects  alike 
in  the  natural,  the  moral,  and  the  political  world.  The  profound 
statesman  appropriates  his  knowledge  of  human  nature  not  only  to 
the  good  of  his  country,  but  to  the  whole  mass  of  congregated 
man.  To  his  country  he  feels  he  owes  his  talents,  his  time,  and 
his  fortune : — to  the  unfortunate,  the  active  exertions  of  benevo- 
lence ;  and  to  the  human  race  unitedly,  his  good  will. 

To  such  individuals  the  following  pages  are  addressed,  and  the 
proposed  Plan  submitted  with  the  deference  due  to  enlightened 
judgment  and  superior  talents. 

Society  consists  of  gradations,  and  there  can  be  no  society  with- 
out diversity  of  rank, '  talents,  fortune,  mental  attainments,  and 
personal  qualifications. 

The  social  contact  does  not  preclude  this  diversity,  but  renders 
its  moral  existence  more  conspicuous  by  pointing  out  the  various 
gradations  more  ostensibly  than  where  such  contact  does  not  so 
obviously  exist;  or  rather,  than  where  government  has  not  as* 
sumed  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  moral  science. 

The  science  of  politics  is  founded  on  the  nature  of  man ;  and 
the  means  of  promoting  the  neplus  uUra  of  human  happiness  is 
its  important  and  influential  basis. 

To  the  mind  of  sensibility  and  refinement  no  subject  can  be 
more  fraught  with  pain  than  the  condition  of  thousands  of  the 
human  race,  groaning  under  the  pressure  of  want  and  misery,  and 
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enduring  the  deprivations  of  penury  in  a  land  of  plenty  and  opu- 
lence. To  mitigate  the  sufferings  necessarily  attendant  on  that 
state  of  civilisation  from  which  poverty  results,  is  a  duty  connected 
with  the  cultivation  and  refinement  produced  by  civilisation :  to 
cure  a  radical  evil,  or  rather  a  necessary  consequence  attendant  on 
the  present  state  of  society,  is  impossible ;  but  there  are  means  by 
which  even  necessary  suffering  may  be  diminished,  and  to  have 
recourse  to  these  is  surely  the  characteristic  of  superior  intelligence* 

To  promote  the  greatest  possible  sum  of  human  happiness,  with 
the  least  possible  portion  of  attendant  evil,  is  an  object  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  enlightened  philosopher  and  benevolent  patriot. 
Should  the  suggested  Plan  be  considered  deserving  the  attention 
of  such  characters,  the  writer's  aim  will  be  fully  accomplished,  and 
the  study  atid  reflection  of  years  be  amply  recompensed. 

That  the  aggregate  of  evil  produced  by  the  present  system  of  pa- 
rochial taxation  preponderates  over  the  good,  is  a  fact  which  obser- 
vatioi^  and  experience  incontestably  establish.  To  ameliorate  the 
sufferings  of  afflicted  humanity — to  chase  the  tear  from  the  eye  of 
the  fatheriess,  and  calm  the  agitations  of  the  widow's  sorrows, 
when  helplessy  friendlesa,  and  destitute,  they  are  cast  on  a  pityless 
world,  a  prey  to  anguish,  suffering,  and  want,  is  surely  an  indis- 
pensable dt^y  of  the  Christian  legislator ;  but  to  burden  the  active 
and  industrious  members  of  a  community  with  the  support  of  the 
idle  and  licentious — to  take  the  hard-earned  produce  of  labor,  to 
maintain  tiiose  whose  self-abasement  has  destroyed  the  moral  inde- 
pendence of  the  mind,  is  not  the  means  of  benefiting  individuals, 
or  effecting  the  general  good  of  society. 

To  obviate  some  of  the  innumerable  evils  which  result  from  die 
dependance  of  one  class  of  society  upon  another,  to  afford  employ- 
ment to  the  indigent  and  industrious,  to  support  the  aged,  to  in- 
struct the  young,  and  give  to  the  necessitous  mat  energy  and  moral 
independence  which  is  the  soul  of  virtue,  is  the  object  bf  the  fol- 
lowing pages. 

The  evils  which  result  from  the  existing  system  of  parochial 
ta^catioiri  have  been  so  ably  discussed,  particularly  by  Mr.  W.  D. 
Bailey^  *of  the  Inner  Temple,  that  to  descant  on  them  here  is  un- 
necessary. To  suggest  means  for  their  redress,  which  are  not 
only  tangible  in  theory,  but  capable  of  exeinplification  by  practice, 
eilner  extensively  or  limitedly,  and  calculated  to  produce  a  consi- 
derable accession  to  the  sum  of  individual  happiness  and  the  gene- 
ralgood  of  society,  is  surely  a  subject  the  utility  and  importance  of 
which  must  mitigate  censure,  if  not  insure  indulgence. 

In  every  county  there  is  more  or  less  uncultivated  land,  or  land 

'  See  a  pamphlet  on  the  Poor  Laws,  by  W.  D.  Bailey,  Esq. 
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not  appropriated  to  agricultural  purposes.  It  is  suggested  that 
such,  or  any  other  portion  of  land,  be  appropriated  in  every  county 
for  the  general  recepcion,  support,  and  occupation  of  all  the  poor 
of  the  county. 

That  in  every  county  an  association  should  be  formed  of  the  be- 
nevolent and  patriotic  gentlemen  of  the  county. 

That  money  should  be  subscribed,  or  advanced,  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  fund  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  association. 

That  in  every  county  three  hundred  acres,  or  any  other  portion 
of  land,  should  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  suitable 
tenements  for  the  reception  of  all  the  poor  of  the  county. 

That  a  church,  school  houses,  manufactories,  and  a  hospital  for 
the  sick,  should  be  erected  in  the  middle  of  the  spot  selected  for 
the  purpose,  surrounded  with  cottages  for  the  reception  of  the 
poor,  and  to  each  cottage  should  be  annexed  garden-ground  suffi- 
cient to  supply  ^he  family  with  potatoes  and  vegetables. 

That  at  the  commencement  of  the  establishment  of  county  as- 
sociations, the  poor  be  employed,  first  in  erecting  the  cottages, 
afterwards  the  manufactories,  &c.  &c.  That  food  and  raiment  be 
provided,  and  little  or  no  wages  given  until  the  completion  of  the 
habitations,  &c.  &c. 

That  meal,  milk,  and  soup  be  provided  and  distributed  by  the 
association. 

That  the  children  be  employed  part  of  the  day  in  occupations 
suited  to  their  strength  and  years,  and  the  other  part  in  receiving 
instruction. 

That  every  able  housekeeper  and  landholder  in  the  county  con- 
tribute a  suitable  sum,  in  money^  or  value  in  useful  commodities, 
for  the  establishment  and  support  of  the  county  association  in  lieu 
of  parochial  rates. 

That  these  rates  be  diminished  or  abolished  as  soon  as  the  asso- 
ciation shall  be  able  to  support  itself ;  which  it  is  conjectured  it 
might  do  in  about  three  years  from  the  establishment  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

That  care  should  be  taken  to  preserve  the  strictest  harmony  and 
peace,  and  promote  industry  and  general  good  conduct,  amongst 
the  individuals  received  by  the  association. 

That  the  good  effects  of  the  establishment  of  such  associations 
would  be  most  beneficial  to  England,  is  obvious  from  the  following 
considerations : — 

First,  they  would  be  effectual  in  abolishing  the  existing  evils  at- 
tending the  present  system  of  parochial  laws. 

That  instead  of  several  places  of  reception  for  the  poor  in  a 
county,  and  their  being  transferred  from  parish  to  parishi  one 
general  place  of  concentration  would  unite  the  whole. 
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That  by  employment  being  provided  for  all  the  indigent,  men- 
.dicity  would  be  effectually  repressed. 

That  by  the  suppression  of  idleness,  vice  and  folly  would  be 
diminished,  and  by  the  preservation  of  the  mental  and  moral  inde« 
pendence  of  the  poor,  aided  by  proper  instruction,  virtue  and 
happiness  would  necessarily  increase,  and  the  sum  of  vice  and  mi- 
sery be  proportionably  diminished. 

That  as  labor  is  money,  by  the  reservation  of  part  of  the  labor 
of  the  poor,  the  expenses  of  the  association,  after  its  proper  e^a- 
blishment^  might  by  degrees  be  defrayed,  or  interest  afforded  for 
the  money  advanced  by  the  benevolent  patriots,  who,  effectu- 
ally to  relieve  their  country  from  its  present  distress,  promoted  the 
institution  of  county  associations. 


OBJECTIONS. 

1.  It  may  be  objected  to  the  suggested  Plan,  that  a  suitable 
spot  could  not  be  selected  in  many  counties. 

2.  That  the  concentration  of  so  many  of  the  lower  class  of  so- 
ciety in  one  particular  spot,  might  be  productive  of  evil,  by  the 
probable  insubordination  that  might  ensue  from  a  greater  body  of 
men  to  a  lesser  one. 

3.  That  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  money  for  establishing 
such  associations ;  or,  if  established,  to  effect  their  permanent  and 
continual  support. 

4.  That  such  associations,  if  established,  might  not  be  effectual 
in  suppressing  mendicity ;  and  that  the  expense  attending  their 
support,  when  instituted,  would  be  equal  to  that  which  is  incurred 
by  the  present  system  6f  parochial  taxation. 

5.  That  from  the  agricultural  distress  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  impolitic  to  increase  the  number  of  agricultural  laborers ;  and 
that  a  market  could  not  be  easily  found  for  manufactured  commo- 
dities \ — or,  if  found,  might  injure  the  sale  of  articles  manufactured 
at  private  manufactories. 

6.  That  the  Plan  suggested  is  founded  on  that  of  Mr.  Owen  \ 
or  is  a  mere  chimera,  that  could  not  be  reduced  to  practice. 

7.  That  if  practicable,  the  good  supposed  likely  to  result  might 
not  accrue,  either  from  the  indolence,  the  insubordination,  or  vicious 
propensities,  of  the  people  ;  or  the  inattention  or  want  of  energy 
of  the  proprietors,  directors,  or  overseers. 

8.  That  every  county  does  not  possess  a  sufficient  number  of 
enlightened  public-spirited  and  patriotic  persons,  willing  to  promote 
the  establishment  of  such  associations. 
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OBJECTIONS  ANSWERED. 

1.  To  the  fir$t  of  these  objections  I  reply,  that  goveriinient 
might  appropriate,  or  the  association  be  authorised  to  piurchase, 
any  such  portion  of  land  in  every  county  as  should  be  consi- 
dered suitable  to  the  purpose ;  and  that  as  the  good  of  the  whole 
is  the  grand  object  of  legislation,  the  minor  interest  of  indi- 
viduals should  be  subservient  to  the  promotion  of  so  desirable  an 
end.  That  individuals  possessing  or  holding  land  suitable  to  th^ 
purposes  of  the  association,  should  have  an^ple  compensation  piad^ 
them  for  the  purchase  or  use  of  the  land  so  appropriated. 

2.  That  the  evils  likely  to  result  from  the  concentration  of  so 
many  of  the  lower  orders  of  society  to  one  particular  spot  might 
be  prevented  or  obviated  by  wise  and  suitable  regulations : — ^By 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  overseers  and  directors  to  the  promo- 
tion of  their  comfort  and  moral  improvement  j  by  the  proper  in- 
struction of  the  people,  and  by  the  irresistible  power  of  3tiperior 
and  enlightened  intellect. 

3.  That  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  money  for  establishing 
such  associations  :  or  if  established,  to  effect  their  support.  This 
objection  may  be  obviated  by  considering  the  vast  sums  subscribed 
for  the  service  of  the  poor  of  other  countries,  without  any  expecta- 
tion of  return  :  whereas,  by  subscribing  for  the  establishment  of 
such  associations,  interest,  in  time,  might  be  afforded  for  the  money 
so  advanced  and  appropriated ;  and  the  philanthropic  patriot  who 
had  not  the  means  of  advancing  money,  might  equally  benefit  the 
institution  by  presenting  to  the  association  materials  for  the  erection 
of  the  habitations,  manufactories,  &c.  or  articles  of  food,  or  accom- 
modation for  the  inhabitants.  That  <  as  labor  is  the  basis  upon 
which  all  property  exists,'  the  produce  of  labor  must  be  money ; 
and  this  produce  being  augmentative  in  nearly  a  geometrical  ratio, 
must  in  time  increase  sufficiently  at  least  to  afford  adequate  inte- 
rest for  the  money  so  advanced. 

4*.  That  such  associations,  if  established,  might  not  be  effectual 
in  suppressing  mendicity,  and  that  the  expense  attending  their  sup* 
port  would  be  equal  to  that  which  is  incurred  by  the  present  sys- 
tem of  parochial  taxation.  The  suppression  of  mendicity  is  an 
object  desirable  in  every  legislation :  that  this  object  has  never 
been  effected  is  no  proof  that  mendicity  in  civil  society  is  incapable 
of  suppression:'  we  have  seen  its  extinction  amongst  sectaries 
whose  social  government  is  under  wise  and  prudent  regulations,  as 

I  See  the  .S'l  Volume  uf  the  PuHiiciairs  Creed,  on  the  E^iablishmcr.t  fur 
ll)e  Poor  at  Munich. 
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amongst  the  Quakers.  The  moral  good  that  can  exist  in  a  smaller, 
is  certainly  capable  of  existing  in  a  greater  degree,  if  equally  in- 
fluential meaQures  are  adopted.  Vast  sums  are  annually  collected 
from  parochial  taxation,  and  subscriptions  to  benevolent  institutions, 
for  the  support  of  the  poor ;  but  amongst  the  money  raised  ex- 
pressly for  their  use,  how  little  is  exclusively  appropriated  to  the 
sole  purpose  of  providing  for  the  poor: — parish  officers,  vestry 
clerks,  vestry  feasts,  wine  purchased  for  economy  by  the  pipe,  pau. 
pers  transferred  from  parish  to  parish,  &c.  &c.  consume  large 
portions  of  the  money  so  collected ;  and  if  the  poor  of  a  nation 
cpUectively  are  to  be  supported,  their  maintenance  in  the  interior 
of  a  county,  where,  besides  their  present  means  of  occupation, 
they  may  labor  at  agriculture,  or  in  manufactories  established  to 
afford  then>  employment,  is  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  greater 
expense,  thaa  from  the  present  system ;  and  how  much  moral 
evil  might  be  prevented  by  indigent  youths  of  both  sexes  being 
assured  of  finding  employment  adequate  to  their  maintenance,  on 
the  spot  appropriated  in  their  own  county  to  the  reception,  support, 
and  employment  of  the  unoccupied  poor. 

B.  That;  from  the  agricultural  distress  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  impolitic-  to  increase  the  number  of  agricultural  laborers  \  and 
that  a  market  could  not  be  easily  found  for  manufactured  com* 
modities ;  or  if  foimd,  might  injure  the  sale  of  articles  manufac- 
tured at  private  manufactories.  From  the  present  depressed  state 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  this  objection  is  of  considerable  import : 
but  agriculture  has  ever  been  the  source  of  wealth,  and  in  the 
nature  of  things  must  constitute  the  solid  and  important  basis  of 
political  revenue.  The  interest  of  commerce  is  connected  withj 
and  indeed  greatly  dependant  on,  agriculture. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  suggested  Plan,  the  number  of  laborers 
could  not  consistently  be  said  to  be  increased — not  one  additional 
member  would  be  added  to  society  —  the  number  of  needy  poor 
would  not  be  augmented :  on  the  contrary,  as  labor  is  wealth,  and 
numbers  the  grand  source  of  the  wealth  and  power  of  a  nation,  by 
the  wise  appropriation  of  the  labor  of  the  poor,  additional  wealth 
inust  accrue  to  the  mass  of  society  unitedly,  either  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  commodities,  the  increase  of  property  conjointly  consi- 
dered, or  by  the  extension  of  the  means  of  commerce. 

The  second  clause  of  the  objection,  that  a  market  could  not  be 
easily  procured  for  articles  so  manufactured,  is  of  equal  weight 
with  tne  former  \  but  it  is  an  incontrovertible  axiom  that  what  has 
been  done  may  be  done,  and  as  a  market  has  hitherto  been  found 
for  manufactured  commodities,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  it 
would  still  be  found,  and  the  association  might  fit  up  vessels  to 
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convey  their  articles  to  regions  where  there  was  die  greatest  proba- 
bility of  a  ready  sale:  and  as  every  individual  belonging  to  a  com- 
munity is  entitled  to  the  protection  of  government,  it  is  not  just 
that  any  ^et  of  people  should  monopolise  to  themselves,  exclusively, 
advantages  to  which  the  whole  are  equally  entitled. 

6.  That  the  Plan  suggested  is  formed  upon  that  of  Mr.  Owen, 
or  is  a  mere  chimera  that  could  not  be  reduced  to  practice.  The 
Flan  suggested  may  certainly  be  considered  as  emanating  from  Mr. 
Owen'«,  since  the  perusal  of  his  publications  first  excited  the  wri- 
ter's attention  to  the  subject :  but  it  is  different  in  toto^  both  in  its 
principles  and  practical  results.  Mr.  Owen's  establishment,  which 
has  been  visited  by  the  author  of  this  pamphlet,  is  excellent  in  its 
kind,  and  the  inhabitants  unquestionably  enjoy  a  greater  portion  of 
comfort  and  happiness  than  is  enjoyed  collectively  by  the  indivi- 
duals employed  in  any  other  manufactory.  But  the  system  is  too 
mechanical  to  meet  the  views  of  the  enlightened  philanthropist, 
who  considers  society  as  a  whole,  whose  moral  improvement 
must  be  progressive,  and  whose  subsequent  good,  collectively,  as 
well  as  individually,  depends  on  the  degree  of  moral  perfection  at- 
tained. The  actions  of  men  should  result  from  moral  impulses, 
and  not  from  mechanical  causes :  virtue  without  liberty  and 
moral  independence,  cannot  exist.  The  Plan  suggested  does  not 
render  men  machines  incapable  of  liberty  or  choice,  but  is  only 
intended  to  supply  them  with  the  means  of  occupation,  and  to 
enable  them  to  provide  for  themselves  and  families  in  an  honor- 
able independent  manner,  without  enduring  the  degradation  of 
being  supported  by  the  labor  of  their  fellow-creatures.  When 
we  reflect  on  the  good  that  has  been  frequently  produced  by  the 
exertions  of  one  benevolent  character,  how  much,  in  the  aggregate, 
might  not  the  exertions  of  many  philanthropists  effect  I 

The  practicability  of  this  Plan  must  be  obvious  to  all  who  pay 
the  slightest  attention  to  the  subject.  Suppose  a  gentleman  of  large 
property  in  any  county  should  give  fifty,  an  hundred,  or  any  num- 
ber, of  acres  of  ill-appropriated  land,  to  the  poor  in  his  neighbour- 
hood ;  he  first  employs  them  in  excavating  stones,  felling  timber, 
and  erecting  habitations ;  then  in  constructing  workshops  and  ma* 
nufactories,  where,  when  they  have  no  other  means  of  occupation, 
he  takes  care  that  they  shall  oe  provided  with  sufficient  employ- 
ment ;  afterwards  he  turns  the  produce  of  their  labor  into  money, 
and  in  time  re-imburses  himself  for  the  capital  he  has  expended, 
in  maintaining  the  people,  and  providing  them  with  necessaries,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  undertaking.  Or  if  he  does  not  actually 
reimburse  himself,  he  obtains  at  least  interest  for  his  money,  and 
enjoys  the  sweet  satisfaction  of  rescuing  his  fellow-creatures,  to 
^he  utmost  of  his  ability,  ftom  want,  and  its  too  generally  attend- 
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ant  vice  and  misery.    The  same  plan  pursued  on  a  larger  scalej 
would  constitute  the  foundation  of  a  County  Association. 

7.  That  if  the  suggested  plan  be  practicable,  the  good  supposed 
likely  to  result  might  not  accrue,  either  from  the  indolence,  the 
insubordination,  or  vicious  propensities  of  the  people ;  or  the  inat- 
tention, and  want  of  energy,  of  the  proprietors,  directors,  or  over- 
seers. 

That  this  objection  is  of  considerable  weight  the  writer  is  ready 
to  admit,  bu^  by  no  means  of  importance  sufficient  to  authorise  the 
rejection  of  the  Plan.  Knowledge  is  always  power ;  and  a  know- 
ledge of  man  is  requisite  to  his  proper  government,  either  in  greater 
or  smaller  states  or  societies.  Man,  considered  collectively,  is 
governed  by  the  same  principles  that  influence  him  individually  ; 
and  in  a  country  where  the  axioms  of  government  are  applied  to 
the  regulation  of  a  great  body  of  men,  theie  can  surely  be  no 
difficulty  in  instituting  those  wise  and  salutary  regulations  that 
would  promote  the  good  and  welfare  of  a  comparatively  small  and 
subordinate  body  of  people. 

We  shall  treat  of  the  indolence  and  vicious  propensities  of  the 
lower  orders  in  the  conclusion  of  this  work;  but  in  a  patriotic  and 
benevolent  country,  like  England,  surely  little  difficulty  could  be 
found  in  procuring  in  every  county,  a  sufficient  number  of  enlight- 
ened philanthropists  to  superintend  the  regulations  of  County 
Associations. 

8.  This  observation  may  be  applicable  to  the  last  objection-— 
that  every  county  does  not  possess  a  sufficient  number  of  enlightened 
public-spirited  and  patriotic  persons  willing  to  promote  the  esta- 
blishment of  such  societies.  In  a  country  where  Christianity  ex- 
tends its  genuine  influence,'  where  literature,  adorned  by  the  im- 
provements of  science,  and  graced  with  intellect  and  genius,  sits 
resplendent  on  the  throne  of  reason;  where  man  attains  perhaps 
a  higher  zenith  in  moral  and  intellectual  perfection,  than  in  any 
other  country,  can  such  an  objection  be  made  ?  Or  if  made,  shall 
it  be  unanswered  by  the  attestation  of  experience,  and  the  annals 
of  observation  ?  Shall  it  be  said,  that  in  England,  a  country  pre- 
eminent in  literature,  art,  and  science,  where  liberty  extends  her 
wings,  and  guided  by  the  torch  of  truth,  enrols  the  children  of  in- 
tellect under  the  banners  of  reason,  shall  it  be  said,  that  patriotism 
unguided  by  discrimination,  is  incapable  of  redressing  diose  evils 
that  observation  attests,  charity  pities,  and  benevolence  sighs  to 
relieve  ?  Shall  religion  diflFuse  the  beams  of  blessedness  to  distant 
regions,  and  refuse  to  extend  the  fostering  hand  of  moral  and  mental 
culture  to  the  children  of  ignorance,  the  oflFspring  of  poverty  ? 
Arise,  patriots  of  England !  examine,  investigate,  and  judge  for 
yourselves :  say,  does  the  present  system  impart  to  your  suffering 
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feUovcrealures  &at  moral  independence  which  is  the  genn  of 
virtue  i  if  it  doe8>  cherish  it  as  the  means  of  imparting  to  your 
rational  brethren  the  dignity  of  their  intellectual  nature,  the  zenith 
of  their  moral  ei^istence  ?  If  not,  reject  a  system  debasing  to  man, 
degrading  to  his  rational  independence,  and  subservient  only  to  the 
{NTomotion  of  idleness,  dependance  and  mental  abasement;  and 
adopt  one  whose  basis  shall  be  the  moral  improvement  of  man, 
whose  adaptation  is  conformable  to  the  laws  of  his  nature,  the 
principles  of  Christianity,  and  the  good  of  society. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  adaptation  of  law  to  the  nature  and  moral  constitution  of 
man,  is  the  only  solid  basis  on  which  it  can  securely  rest :  without 
this  adaptation,  as  its  grand  fundamental  principle,  it  must  be 
varying  as  the  nature  of  things,  and  fluctuating  as  the  exigencies 
of  external  circumstances.  But  when  the  laws  of  moral  policy  are 
founded  on  this  impregnable  basis,  their  durability  is  lasting  as  the 
foundation  on  which  it  rests:  the  nature  of  man  is  invariably  the 
same,  in  every  country  and  under  every  government^  he  considers 
pleasure  as  his  greatest  good,  and  pain  as  his  greatest  evil ;  he  is 
satisfied  with  tne  negative  pleasure  that  the  absence  of  pain  im- 
parts, but  in  no  instance  will  long  sustain  the  infliction  of  suffering, 
when  he  has  the  power  to  mitigate  its  intensity,  or  lessen  its 
durability ;  that  a  government  superior  to  that  under  which  we 
enjoy  the  rights  of  social,  and  civil  liberty,  is  incapable  of  emanat- 
ing from  the  united  wisdom  of  the  most  enlightened  statesmen,  is 
a  fact,  which  observation  attests  and  experience  demonstrates  ;  but 
that  man  in  his  moral  cultivation,  and  government  in  its  most  in- 
fallible axioms,  has  not  attained  the  degree  of  perfection  of  which 
they  are  capable,  is  likewise  a  fact  which  cannot  be  controverted. 
To  promote  the  moral  improvement  of  man,  religion  lends  her 
aid,  government,  sanctions  its  efforts,  and  reason  attests  the  benig- 
nity of  its  influence ;  and  shall  government  unaided  by  any  divine 
revelation,  be  considered  so  infallible  as  to  be  incapable  of  improve^ 
ment  ?  In  the  mneteenth  century  such  a  supposition  is  impossi- 
ble;  man  is  too  enlightened  to  admit  as  a  fact,  any  axiom  that  is 
not  capable  of  demonstration :  the  subject  reverts  to  this  simple 
question — Are  the  poor  laws  as  they  now  exist,  capable  of  im- 
provement, or  have  they  attained  from  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
rience of  ages,  acknowledgment  of  their  infallibility  and  incapabi- 
lity of  further  improvement  ?  if  so  the  subject  proposed  for  con- 
sideration in  these  pages  is  useless;  but  if  the  mechanic,  groaning 
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under  the  pressure  of  additional  labor^  sigbsi  as  he  reflects  that  his 
children  are  deprived  of  coniforts>  perhaps  of  necessaries  to  support 
a  body  of  people,  equally  as  capable  of  labor  as  himself,  and  what 
he  considers  as  a  still  greater  grievance,  that  he  who  is  incapable 
of  indulging  in  any  luxuries  and  superfluities,  shall  toil  to  supply 
parochial  fetes  with  viands  too  delicate  for  his  own  consumption  ; 
if  his  goods  are  distrained  to  pay  those  parochial  rates,  which  hiai 
labor  is  unable  to  effect,  an4  he  and  his  family  are  unwillingly  com« 
pelled  to  have  recourse  themselves  to  parochial  aid,  to  relieve  thosQ 
sufferings  eventually,  which  they  have  occasioned  originally  \ — If 
these  are  evils  deserving  attention,  and  capable  of  redress,  the  sug- 
gested plan  is  certainly  entitled  to  some  consideration,  as  an  effi- 
cient means  of  at  once  relieving  the  necessitous,  supporting  the 
aged  and  infirm,  employing  the  healthy,  instructing  the  ignorant, 
and  educating  the  young.  It  may  be  objected  Azt  the  love  of 
idleness  in  the  lower  classes  is  so  prevalent,  that  few  amongst  them 
comparatively  speaking,  would  willingly  labor,  unless  compelled, 
when  they  were  provided  by  the  bounty  and  benevolence  of  others, 
with  all  the  comforts,  conveniences  and  necessaries  of  life.  To 
this  it  may  be  answered,  in  the  words  of  scripture,  that  *  he  who 
will  not  work,  shall  not  eat :'  appropriate  rewards  should  be  given, 
and  regulations  instituted,  calculated  to  encourage  industry,  morality, 
and  general  good  conduct ;  the  cultivation  of  the  socis^l  virtues 
should  be  particularly  attended  to ;  the  genuine  doctrines  of  Christian- 
ity be  taught  in  all  their  sublime  and  elevating  purity ;  and  the  enno- 
bling spirit  of  true  religion,  irradiated  by  the  beams  of  science, 
diffuse  around  peace,  happiness,  and  contentment.  Oh  !  ye  who, 
placed  at  the  helm  of  affairs,  have  the  future  destiny  of  man 
under  your  control,  remember  that  the  present  governs  the  future, 
that  the  good  imparted  to  the  present  generation,  must  extend  its 
beneficial  effects  to  futurity ;  that  man  is  an  improveable  being, 
capable  of  obtaining  even  upon  earth,  an  elevated  station  in  the 
moral  and  intellectual  world :  lend  your  aid,  ye  governors  of  the 
land,  diffuse  the  blessings  of  moral  independence  and  mental  eleva- 
tion to  the  children  of  penury,  debasement,  and  servile  degrada- 
tion ;  remember  that  as  mental  independence  is  the  characteristic 
of  superior  intellect,  so  moral  independence  is  the  foundation  of 
social  virtue  :  beware  how  ye  nip  the  germ  from  whence  the  fair 
fruit  of  virtue,  and  its  attendants,  peace  and  happiness,  must  spring. 
Let  the  seeds  ye  sow  in  the  nineteenth  century  germinate  in  the 
well-being  of  posterity,  in  the  suppression  of  vice,  and  the  diffusion 
of  social  order,  industry,  and  plenty  :  elevate  the  standard  of  man, 
raise  your  suffering  fellow-creatures  to  the  moral  elevation  of  their 
nature  ;  suffer  not  a  species  pf  slavery  to  exist  in  England  which 
ye  nobly  repel  in  distant  realms  ;  become  the  benefactors  of  your 
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*  '      •  

8pecie8»\0e  promoters  of  religion^  of  happiness,  and  virtue*  Let 
fucceedi^g.  ages  record,  that  to  the  present  patriots  of  England 
tSiej  are  inilebted  for  the  happiness  which  springs  from  moral  and 
^^^ental  ctilture,  from  useful  occupation,  and  its  attendants,  comfort 
and  plenty. 

If  the  suggested  Plan  be  considered  worthy  attention,  the  ema- 
nations of  superior  intellect  will  easily  improve  upon  the  hints 
which  have  been  respectfully  given  to  the  advancement  of  human 
felicity,  the  suppression  of  mendicity,  the  promotion  of  the  moral 
independence  of  the  poor,  the  difiusion  of  general  well-being,  and 
the  extension  of  individual,  and  consequendy  of  national^  prospe* 
rity  and  happiness. 

*  Philosophy  extends  her  heavenly  wings. 
And  soars  to  bless  the  moral  creature  Man ; 
Views  nations  rise  to  excellence  and  bliss. 
From  one  pure  germ  of  genuine  patbiotic  zeal  !' 


George  canning,  m.p. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

on  Tan 

POLICY  OF  RECOGNISING 
INDEPENDENCE 

OF  THE 

SOUTH    AMERICAN    STATES. 


BY  JOHN  LOWE, 


LETTER, 


^c.  ^c. 


SiR)  It  16  one  of  the  privileges  of  Englishmen  freely  to  address 
men  in  office  when  they  have  grievances  to  state,  or  when  they 
conceive  errors  to  exist,  which  affect  the  interests  of  their  country. 
I  address  you,  Sir,  therefore,  with  the  assurance  that  you  are  ever 
anxious  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the  commercial  community, 
which,  from  your  long  intimacy  with  them,  you,  perhaps,  more  than 
many  others,  understand. 

My  objects  are  to  press  upon  you  the  importance  of  acknow- 
ledging, without  delay,  the  independence  of  the  S.  American  States, 
in  order  that  we  may  derive  our  full  share  of  the  benefits  of  their 
progressive  improvement ;  and  to  show  you  that  our  commerce 
with  Europe  is  so  circumscribed,  that  we  cannot  defer,  without 
serious  prejudice,  a  measure  which  would  not  only  insure  its  exist- 
ence, but  its  increase. 

It  would  be  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  show,  that  prosperity  in 
any  class  of  society  must  produce  a  corresponding  state  in  the 
other  classes.  It  is  with  nations  as  with  individuals ;  wealth  must 
create  demand,  and  this  will  produce  industry :  where  this  is  not 
the  case,  errors  must  manifestly  exist  in  the  system,  and  all  will 
retrograde,  if  all  attempt  to  live  in  independence.  Indigence, 
misery,  and  despair,  will  be  the  inevitable  consequences ;  and  ig- 
norance and  demoralisation  will  supplant  freedom,  until  the  quiet 
pursuits  of  life  shall  be  disturbed  by  die  inroads  of  tyranny  or  arbi- 
trary power.  Former  ages  exemplify  this  truth;  but,  if  we  want 
any  further  proof,  we  slutU  find  it  in  those  countries  where  the 
arts  and  religion  are  not  known  beyond  the  providing  for  existence 
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by  €he  chase,  or  the  intuitiTe  perceptions  of  a  future  state ;  or, 
where  die  first  advances  to  knowledge  have  generated  bigotry  and 
superstition.  The  characteristic  feeling  of  commerce  is  a  lore  of 
gain ;  and  it  is  that  principle  which  leads  to  bold  enterprise  and 
action.  It  has  done  more  to  civilise  the  world  than  all  the  efibrts 
of  men,  who,  from  religious  zeal,  have  penetrated  the  regions  of 
barbarity,  and  traversed  the  lands  of  the  Brahmin  and  the  Turk,  to 
plant  the  standard  of  the  cross,  at  the  peril  of  their  existence^  The 
science  of  commerce  administers  universally  to  our  wants ;  and 
there  is,  in  truth,  no  object  in  the  policy  of  states,  whether  for 
ambition,  power,  or  aggrandisement,  which  does  not  involve  mea- 
sures to  influence  it  by  improvementj  or  the  contrary*  The  arts 
can  only  progress  with  freedom  of  commerce  ^  they  have  a  tendency 
to  preserve,  if  not  produce,  a  free  government,  and  cannot  perma- 
nently prosper  under  a  bad  one. 

With  Englishmen  the  question  of  trade  involves  considerations 
of  such  magnitude,  that  we  enter  on  it  with  those  feelings  which 
men  must  have  when  they  are  considering  of  their  means  of  exist- 
ence s  Jbr  England  cannot  exist  in  prosperity  without  commefte, 
much  less  support  the  burdens  which  press  on  her,  and  which  jorm 
the  legacies  of  those  wars  which  are  only  just  terminated* 

One  of  the  motives  which  was  powerfully  set  forth  during  the 
late  contentions,  to  excite  this  country  patiently  to  bear  the  sacri*- 
fices  it  made,  was  to  subvert  a  power  whose  professed  object  wa6 
to  destroy  our  trade  aiid  rob  us  of  existence  as  a  nation^  The  in- 
roads made  on  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  other  nations,  disturbed 
all  those  pursuits  which  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  individuals ; 
and  nations  submitted  to  a  disgraceful  yoke,  until  it  became  so 
galling  as  to  excite  a  spirit,  which  seemed,  until  then,  to  lie  dorr 
mant.  England  alone,  at  one  period,  maintained  her  station,  when 
all  around  seemed  to  fall  into  a  chaos  of  disorder,  confusion,  an4 
tyranny.  The  sons  of  Britain  bled  profusely  in  the  Cause,  an4 
shed  a  lustre  over  the  annal^  of  England,  not  to  be  tarnished  by 
envy,  nor  sullied  by  detraction.  When  peace  was  proclaimed^  ^^ 
were  intoxicated  with  joy,  and  out  ideas  centred  in  the  gj^ltifying 
prospect  of  harmony  and  good-fellowship  t  we  hoped  tha$,  as  wq 
had  been  fighting  for  the  same  cause,  we  should,  at  least,  remiove 
the  evils  which  an  unnatural  war  had  inflicted  on  usr  The^e  hopcj^ 
have  ended  in  disappointment;  and  although  promises  were  madei 
by  continental  governments  to  their  people,,  the  system  now  pur? 
sued  comains  only  this  difierence  from  that  of  Bonaparte,  that  Hq 
professed  to  reign  arbitrarily,  and  the  present  governors  add  tq^ 
the  same  system  all  the  bitterness  of  disappointment  and  broken 
futh.  In  Prussia,  a  constitution  was  distinc^tly  prom^sfd  |d,t^ 
people.    Lately,  when  a  king  and  a  people  entered  into  niutiuil 
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and  sacred  conrentions^  with  tranquillity  and  apparent  good-faidiy 
each  seeming  to  rejoice  that  laws  are  enacted  to  secure  the  due 
liberties  of  the  other,  armies  are  poured  down  on  them  from  the 
north,  and  a  sjnod  of  emperors  and  kings  is  held  to  direct  the 
weak  mortals  whom  they  govern,  and  to  prevent  their  minds  from 
wandering  into  the  mazes  of  forbidden  knowledge. 

This  is  precisely  the  tyranny  of  Bonaparte,  with  more  form, 
and,  like  it,  it  must  and  will  have  an  end.  If  the  war  was  con- 
tinued with  a  view  to  any  public  good,  what  has  occurred  in  peace 
to  lessen  the  evils  which  it  professed  to  remedy  ?  And  can  that, 
in  commerce,  be  called  public  good  which  would  place  nations, 
like  the  stars  in  the  hemisphere,  existing,  but  having  no  conunu- 
nication  with  one  another  ?  England  cannot,  surely,  be  a  party  to 
an  alliance  for  so  unhallowed  a  purpose,  so  completely  at  variance 
with  all  our  notions,  the  spirit  of  our  government,  and  all  that  we 
consider  necessary  to  our  happiness.  Enjoying  as  we  do  the  benefit 
of  equal  laws,  jealous  as  we  are  of  unrestrained  power,  and,  I  may 
add,  successful  as  we  are  in  establishing  a  sense  of  mutual  right, 
without  impairing  the  dignity  of  the  aristocracy,  we  are,  in  this 
country,  too  apt  to  measure  the  justice  of  these  complaints 
abroad  by  what  it  would  be  in  England.  Even  the  high  party  of 
this  country,  knowing  by  experience,  the  laws  and  their  adminis- 
tration in  foreign  states,  would  shrink  at  the  simple  notion  of 
being  a  link  in  a  chaiti  forged  to  subvert  every  rising  spirit  which 
would  demand,  without  violence,  a  participation  in  social  rights. 
The  despotic  ideas  which  govern  the  continent  induce  govern- 
ments to  look  on  Englishmen,  when  amongst  them,  as  dan- 
gerous to  their  policy ;  and  the  liberal  productions  in  this  coun- 
try, calculated  to  enlighten  the  mind,  correct  the  feeling,  and  give 
value  to  our  political  existence,  are  condemned  as  violent  and  sedi- 
tious. The  free  expression  of  thought  which  we  enjoy,  would 
be  considered,  by  them,  without  more  licentiousness  than  we 
have  in  the  use  of  it,  as  the  shield  of  treachery  and  insubordina- 
tion. 

Englishmen  may  difFer  in  shades  of  opinion,  but  all  are  unanimous 
in  one  strong  wish, — that  men  should  be  protected  in  the  fair  ex- 
ercise of  the  only  privilege  which  can  give  life  value,  and  sweeten 
existence  by  a  due  share  of  liberty.  Our  aristocracy  is  not  the  less 
respected,  or  is  its  dignity  diminished,  by  being  forced  to  sustain  a 
comparison  with  the  lower  orders  ;  and  the  homage  we  pay  to  it 
arises  from  a  pure  respect  Cor  rank  mingled  with  all  our  rights,  and 
adding  to  its  lustre,  by  intelligence,  talent,  and  common  feeling. 
Do  you  feel.  Sir,  that,  because  you  are  the  Minister  of  such  a  peo- 
ple, your  office  is  less  honorable  than  if  you  were  the  instrument 
of  arbitrary  power  ?    Do  you  not,  on  the  contrary,  feel,  that  a 
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dependence  on  puUtc  opinion  gives  to  it  a  splendor  whieh  it  Hooiid 
otherwise  not  ham  ?  The  freedom  of  our  institutions  is  a  positive 
good,  and  it  would  be  palpably  inconsistent  in  us  to  be  one  of  an 
alliance  to  make  war  against  opinions  and  the  promulgation  of 
laws  and  institutions  like  our  own. 

We  fought,  Sir,  for  objects  wholly  different  from  those  which 
appear  to  characterize  the  end  of  the  war  \  the  valorous  spirit  was 
not  exercised,  sacrifices  were  not  made,  our  treasures  were  not 
emptied,  to  change  one  tyranny  for  another. 

If  all  this  be  true.  Sir, — if  it  be  inconsistent  in  Englishmen  to 
enthral  others,  is  there  any  thing  which  can  imperatively  call  on 
us  to  sacrifice,  on  the  score  of  policy,  any  positive  good  which  is 
at  present  within  our  reach  ? 

I  have  thus  far  attempted  to  show,  on  general  grounds,  that 
we  have  no  interest  to  seek  in  politics  with  the  continental  powers, 
which  would  not  be  quite  consistent  with  our  own  institutions  :  and 
let  us  now  slightly  glance  at  our  position  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view. 

It  is  very  true  that  we  have  ourselves,  by  adopting  a  limited 
system^  brought  on  many  of  the  evils  of  a  restricted  commerce ; 
but  the  virulent  commercial  jealousy  which  exists  of  us  abroad, 
has  subverted  that  beautiful  order  which  Providence  seems  to  have 
ordained  by  the  varieties  of  climate  and  soil,  and  the  forge  and  the 
smith  are  placed  where  only  the  ploughshare  and  the  husbandman 
ought  to  be  known.  The  war  of  commerce  has  been  carried  to  a 
length  quite  inconsistent  with  sound  policy  and  that  good  feehng 
to  which  we  looked  forward  with  delight :  from  the  north  to  the 
south,  trade  in  our  manufactures  is  quite  as  difficult  as  it  was 
during  the  worst  period  of  Bonaparte's  reign ;  and  as  it  was  then^ 
so  it  continues  to  be  almost  universally,  a  commerce  of  contraband; 
Without  claiming  any  thing  as  gratitude  for  our  services  and 
sacrifices,  have  we  even  so  much  freedom  for  our  trade  as  enables 
us  to  send  our  manufactures  to  market  with  fair  competition  ? 
We  have  shown  no  wish  to  overwhelm  the  industry  of  our  neigh- 
bors, and  have  sought  no  preference,  except  that  to  which  more 
art,  more  perseverance,  or  the  advantages  which  Providence  has 
granted  us,  might  fairly  intitle  us. 

.  Bonaparte  attacked  our  commerce  as  our  vital  part,  and  inflicted 
on  us  such  misery  for  a  time,  as  threatened  us  with  that  horrible 
state  of  things,  when  the  relations  of  life  become  a  dependence  0!(\ 
one  another,  by  making  us  only  debtors  and  creditors ;  the  rich 
fearing  to  become  poor,  and  the  poor  without  any  cheering  hope 
of  amelioration ;  and  yet,  during  his  sway,  more  of  our  manufac-' 
tures  found  their  way  to  the  continent  than  now,  when  in  a  state  of 
peace,  w'hen  we  ate  laboring  under  difficulties  brought  on  us  bf 
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mix  exettipnd  to  establish  the  liberties  of  those  foreign  states  wluiy 
with  inreteracy^  enact  laws  as  injurious  in  their  e£fects  as  those 
•f  Bonaparte  himself. 

We  have  annually  from  Russia  a  tariff,  showing  how  the  gor* 
emment  is  striving  to  exclude  us,  in  opposition  to  its  own  real 
interests.  In  Prussia,  it  is  no  better:  in  Austria,  a  few  noUes, 
giving  dignity  to  the  humble  occupations  of  manufacturers,  by 
taking  their  calling,  have  influenced  their  government  to  prcdiibit 
our  goods ;  and  th^y  have  been  able  to  efiect  what  all  the  weight 
of  our  councils  could  not  prevent.  We  sacrificed  to  that  country 
one  of  the  most  valuable  branches  of  our  exports,  by  suflFering  it 
to  extend  its  laws  with  its  dominion  over  the  most  luxuriant  and 
wealthy  part  of  Italy ;  nay,  it  has  not  only  shut  us  out  of  the 
Pie  dmontese  States,  but  extended  its  influence,  to  our  prejudice, 
in  he  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  introducing  its  inferior  manufactures 
to  fupplant  those  we  were/ in  the  habit  of  supplying  them  with. 
W^th  the  extension  of  its  influence,  it  has  inherited  the  curses  ct 
its  new  subjects ;  and  all  under  this  government  are  held  in  a  state 
of  captivity,  which  can  create  as  little  respect  for  the  people  as 
for  the  governors.  The  people  of  Austria  are  distinguished  for 
excellence  of  character  and  disposition,  but  they  are  vilified  by 
oppression ;  and  countries  which  have  unfortunately  fallen  under 
the  imperial  government,  are  withering  to  decay,  and  poverty  and 
misery,  as  in  Venice,  must  follow  as  a  consequence.  In  France, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  the  same  difliculties  to  our  trade  exist ;  we 
cannot  send  a  piece  of  calico,  or  expedite  a  ship  to  any  of  their 
ports,  without  difficulties,  or  such  enormous  duties,  as  almost 
amount  to  a  prohibition  :  with  the  last,  indeed,  we  have  the  sem- 
blance of  treaties,  and  an  agrement  was  made  in  one  of  them,  that 
Our  goods  should  be  admitted  into  the  island  of  Madeira,  under  the 
•ame  duties  as  goods  coming  from  Lisbon— -with  a  clause  intended 
to  protect  our  manufactures  from  French  competition,  as  a  conu 
pensation  for  the  advantages  we  grant  in  the  import  of  their  wines^ 
and  yet,  even  Portugal,  in  this  diminutive  trade,  keeps  no  faith: 
for  the  customs  of  that  place  admit  French  manufactures  to  such 
an  extent,  that  we  are  no  longer  able  to  continue  the  exports  of 
many  articles  with  any  success.  We  are  made,  Sir,  the  stalking- 
horse  of  these  Jriendfy  powers ;  they  use  us  when  they  want  us, 
and  they  hesitate  not  to  injure  iis,  if  their  interests  should  seem  to 
require  it* 

The  system  is  already,  far  advanced,  and  those  who  have  bad 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  continent  well  must  be  convinced, 
that  we  have  no  hopes  of  recovering  that  trade  with  it  which  we 
ibrmerly  possessed  ;  so  far  indeed  from  ever  being  likely  to  return 
to  the  same  demand  for  our  manufactures,  exports  ct  the  sane 
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deseription  have  been  made  to  new  countries,  in  competition  with 
vsy  and  efforts  are  making,  under  the  auspices  of  governments^ 
to  extend  the  competition  as  far  as  may  be.  Of  their  success  we 
are  not  yet  competent  to  judge  ;  but  when  we  reflect,  that  the 
products  of  the  new  world  will  be  mainly  consumed  on  the  con- 
tinenty  it  behoves  us  to  strain  every  nerve,  to  throw  in  the  weight 
o£  our  capital,  our  industry,  our  enterprise,  and  all  the  facilities 
which  we  can  give  to  trade^  to  retain  that  pre*  eminence  which  is 
4iei€ssary  to  our  existence,  and  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
consider  as  our  owm 

It  is  not  long,  Sir,  since  the  cries  of  our  manufacturers  resound^ 
ed  through  the  nation ;  and  you  cannot  have  forgotten  the  alarm 
which  the  plots  of  starving  individuals  created ;  they  were  not 
relieved  by  any  increased  demand  from  the  continent ;  no  relaxa- 
tion in  the  restrictions  which  existed  called  forth  new  demands,  or 
opened  old  channels ;  and  it  is  frightful  to  contemplate  what  had 
been  our  position,  had  we  not  found  a  demand  from  the  £.  Indies 
and  S«  America. 

Is  then  the  policy  of  the  continental  powers  such,  as  to  afford  us 
any  hope  ?  Are  our  relations  with  the  continent  of  such  a  nature, 
as  to  administer  permanently  to  our  existence  and  our  happiness 
as  a  state  ?  And  ought  we,  for  one  moment,  from  a  feeling  of  de-»> 
licacy,  or  mistaken  policy,  to  place  our  trade  in  jeopardy,  or  lose 
any  possible  advantage  by  hesitations  to  embrace  an  opportunity 
of  cultivating  an  advantageous  connexion  ?  That  must  be  a  mis- 
taken policy,  which  is  founded  on  a  deference  to  power  which 
does  not  exist ;  to  wishes  that  can  never  be  accomplished.  Can 
Spain  exercise  power  over  the  S.  American  states  with  effect,  or 
reobtain  ascendancy  by  a  wish  ?  She  is  not  likely  to  acquire  by 
words  what  her  arms  could  not  effect ;  nor  will  she  wash  out  the 
recollection  of  the  atrocities  she  has.  committed,  or  subdue  the 
spirit  of  independence,  by  simply  saying,  that  she  will  retain  her 
title  to  the  sovereignty  of  these  distant  lands.  When  we  lo6k 
back  to  the  years,  during  which  she  has  exercised  her  power,— 
when,  in  that  very  period,  Europe  exults  in  the  progress  which 
civilis  ation  has  made  ;  when  we  see  all  men  enjoying,  more  or 
lesSy  the  benefits  of  liberal  notions,  then  turn  to  the  vilified  state 
in  which  the  provinces  of  S.  America  have  remained  under  their 
influence ;  shall  we  not  rather  exult,  on  the  score  of  humanity^ 
that  the  yoke  is  broken,  and  that  millions  of  men  are  likely  to  be 
added  to  the  pale  of  civilised  nations,  and  to  become  worthy  of 
all  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  enjoy  all  th(^  advantages  of  rational 
civtl  institutions  ? 

:The  general  feeling  which  pervades  those  countries  is  one  cal- 
colated  to  inspire  us  with  sittachment,  and  to  excite  in  us,  on  .all 
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accounts,  a  lively  interest  in  their  fate.     The  climate  being  tem- 
pered by  all  seasons,  the  soil  being  fertile  in  the  produce  of  al- 
most every  article,  the  people  not  deficient  in  common  intelli- 
gence,-—offer  every  material  for  cultivation,  and  promise  advaii>- 
tages,  both  politically  and  commercially,  against  which  nothing 
in  our  European  commercial  or  political  relations  can,  as  regards 
us,  be  put  in  comparison  ;  it  depends,  therefore,  on  ourselves  hot 
to  sacrifice  our  prospects,  and  to   give  employment  to  our  capi- 
tal, eicercise  to  our  industry  and  perseverance.     Delay  is  pf^gnant 
with  danger ;  time  will  give  these  new  states  more  strengdi ;  they 
will  feel  less  wish  for  our  friendship  in  proportion  as   they  have 
less  need  of  it,  and  they  cannot  be  supposed  to  entertain  the  same 
sense  of  gratitude  for  an  act  which  is  more  the  consequence  of 
deliberate  policy  than  of  an  ingenuous  love  of  free  institutions 
and  of  all  the  good  which  must  accrue  to  them  and  us  from  their 
freedom  and  prosperity.     It  is  not  more  than  44  years  ago  when 
the  population  of  the  United  States  did  not  exceed   2,400,000 
souls,  and  that  country  possesses  no  capabilities  which  S.  Ame« 
f  ica  has  not  in  a  very  superior  degree.     The  latter  produces  the 
same  articles  and  many  others  ;  and  when  we  reflect  on  the  ex- 
tensive provinces  which  are  imperfectly  cultivated,  the  prospects 
of  trade,  with  an  increased  population,  become  cheering.     In  that 
country  there  is  no  idea  of  rivalling  our  manufactures ;  no  interest 
to  do  so  }  no  jealousy  of  our  proisperity  ;  and  neither  their  inter- 
ests nor  feelings  are  incompatible  with  our  own.     We  have  been 
8o  little  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  these  countries  that  we 
have  been  more  accustomed  to  regard  their  names  alrhost  as  con- 
nected with  fable ;  it  is*  only  since  we  have  heard  of  efforts  Jor 
freedom  that  we  have  divested  our  minds  of  the  notion  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  South  were  people  little  better  than  savages ; 
and  are  only  now  learning  that  they  are  men  like  ourselves,  and 
possessing  the  same  feelings.     The  triumph  of  commerce  is  com- 
plete in  the  prospect  of  diffused  happiness ;    and  regions  which 
have  been  covered  with  a  veil  of  darkness   are  now  likely  to  be 
laid  open  to  our  enterprize  and  to  become  markets  for  our  indus- 
try.    A  very  short  time  ago  Santa  Fe,  a  town  which  is  now  the 
seat  of  the  government  of  a  free  people,  was  scarcely  known ;  and, 
even  now,  the  ignorance  concerning  that  country  is  so  great,  that 
many  regard  the  efforts  making  to  bring  them  from  dblivion  as 
fruitless  or  foolhardy. 

The  trade  of  the  W.  Indies,  which  of  late  years  has  been  to 
a  considerable  extent,  has  been  mainly  supported  by  a  contrabahd 
with  many  of  these  countries  ;  and,  in  proportionas  facilities  in- 
crease for  a  direct  trade,  this  must  gradually  decline,  and  Jamaica 
bnd  St.  Thomas,  will,  like  Heligoland  and  Malta,  during  the  late 
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war,  be  reduced  to  tlieir  native  consumption.  Taste  for  articles 
is  acquired  by  custom  ;  and  commerce  is  governed  much  by  ha- 
bit and  usage  ^  once  in  a  channel,  it  is  difficult  to  alter  its  course, 
and  we  cannot  help  feeling  some  alarm  that  the  aUcrity  with 
which  ether  nations  may  cultivate  these  new  states  may  deprive  us 
of  many  advantages  which  we  might  still  secure.  The  readiness 
with  which  individuals  have  come  forward  to  assist  them  by  loans 
must  create  good  feeling,  and  it  would  intitle  us  to  some  consi- 
deration in  commercial  arrangements.  These  loans  operate  in 
favor  of  our  commerce,  and  unless  a  country  grown  grey  in  lux* 
ury,  weakened  by  debts,  and  overcome  by  redundant  population, 
can  be  said  to  oner  better  security  than  one  without  debt,  rich  in 
production,  and  growing  in  population,  they  rest  on  a  surer  foun- 
dation than  those  contracted  for  countries  who  offer  nothing  but 
bonds  as  security,  and  who  are  compelled  to  raise  new  loans  to  pay 
the  interest  of  old  ones*  These  new  countries  may  be  yet  in  some 
uncertainty  as  to  their  governments,  but  it  is  certain  that  no  Eu- 
ropean power  will  again  subjugate  them  ^  they  will  gradually  con- 
solidate their  plans;  honorable  dealing  will  be  their  interest, 
whatever  may  be  their  principles  ;  and,  when  other  governments 
recognise  their  titles,  they  will  gradually  take  consistence  and  be« 
come  stable.  The  loans  for  S.  America  are  laid  out  in  our  ships, 
and  our  manufactures,  and  to  employ  a  great  deal  of  our  popula- 
tion. They  are  applied  to  secure  the  countries,  and,  by  giving 
security,  to  give  industry  worth,  and  by  it  create  demand.  Not  so 
with  the  continental  loans ;— they  are  money  absolutely  abstracted 
£rom  trade ;  a  fictitious  value  is  given  to  capital  which  diverts  it 
from  any  employment  which  can  possibly  benefit  this  country  ;  and 
if  war  should  ensue,  or  revolutions  take  place,  we  shall  soon  disco« 
ver  that  we  have  been  resting  on  a  broken  reed.  Tou,  Sir,  must 
know  better  than  many  others  how  far  it  is  probable  that  the  peo- 
ple on  the  continent  will  long  continue  to  submit  to  remain  in 
their  present  ^tate;  but  those  who  have  had   opportunities  of 

{*udging,  look  with  alarm  at  the  spirit  which  is  fostered  in  Russia, 
'russia,  and  in  many  parts  of  Germany  and  Italy.  The  com- 
plaints become  loud.  Light  the  torch  and  it  will  blaze  with  a 
rapidity  which  nothing  but  concessions  will  be  able  to  arrest. 

The  interests  of  Englishmen  arc  already  embarked  with  those 
of  S.  America.  We  are  in  the  same  vessel  with  them : — the 
winds  which  blow  adversely  for  them  will  be  unpropitious  to  us, 
and  the  reefs  on  which  it  will  split  will  endanger  ourselves.  Our 
existence  is  greatly  involved  in  theirs ;  and  we  cannot  look  with 
indifference  at  the  neglect  of  any  measure  which  would  increase 
theif  happiness  or  their  security.  It  is  worthy  of  a  great  nationr— it 
would  administer  to  the  best  and  dearest  feelings  of  Englishmen. 
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^»— to  aid  a  people  struggling  for  freedom,  and  to  foster  a  spirit 
like  our  own.  We  have  been  foremost  in  the  defence  of  social 
rights  during  war,  and  we  ought  not  to^be  backward  in  cultivating 
the  tranquil  spirit  of  peace.  In  looking  at  the  New  Worlds  and 
reflecBng  on  our  important  trade  through  the  W.  Indies^  we  are 
naturally  directed  to  Colombia,  and  we  are  struck  vrith  admiration 
at  the  rapid  progress  of  a  country  in  civilisation  which  was  so 
lately  involved  in  revolution.  It  has  elicited  characters  which 
would  not  disgrace  the  best  periods  of  history  4  and  there  are 
many  examples  of  forbearance  and  devotion  to  tne  cause  of  free- 
dom which  would  grace  the  pages  of  Roman  history.  The  coun<p 
try  is  blest  with  almost  every  ?.d vantage  which  Nature  could  be- 
stow on  It ;  and  as  it  offers  in  abundance  numerous  articles  of 
cdmmercial  interest,  it  affords  the  prospect  of  a  prosperous  popu* 
lation,  which  will  render  connexion  with  it  advantageous  and 
desirable.  The  peculiar  position  of  Darien,  which  is  under  the 
government  of  Colombia,  from  its  being  a  narrow  neck  of  land, 
would  render  the  undertaking  of  cutting  a  canal  to  unite  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  Seas  easy,  with  proper  aid,  and  its  accomplishment 
would  be  of  such  stupendous  importance  to  commerce  that  it 
would  do  honor  to  tlie  age,  and  it  would  be  one  worthy  the  as- 
sistance of  our  countrymen,  and  would  be  honorable  to  Govern* 
ment  to  grant  it  its  countenance  and  supports-  The  country  of 
Mosquto,  liither  to  so  little  known,  would,  by  its  contiguity,  obtain 
importaince,  and  its  riches  would  be  discovered  and  applied  to  the 
useful  purposes  of  intercourse  ;  for  we  now  know  that  its  capa- 
bilities are  great,  if  properly  developed.  The  provinces  of  Nica- 
ragua and  Guatimala  have  long  been  famed  for  their  riches,  and  we 
should  have  the  advantages  of  approaching  them  by  a  more  facile 
communcation.  The  king  of  Mosquito  is  persoiially  friendly  to 
every  thing  which  would  promote  commerce  and  civilisation^  and 
it  is  with  this  object  that  he  has  lately  granted  a  whole  tract  of 
country,  called  Poyais,  to  a  British  subject,  who  is  takingactive 
measures  to  promote  colonisation  and  to  cultivate  the  country.  I 
speak  with  reserve  of  a  country  with  which  I  may  be  thougnt.to 
have  a  personal  interest ;  but,  on  examining  its  peculiar  position, 
and  on  knowing  that  its  boundaries  are  mountainous,  its  soil  rich 
and  productive,  and  its  climate  highly  salubrious  ;  you  camiot  re- 
gard, without  interest,  the  establishment  of  a  British  colony  in  a 
situation  so  well  calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  commerce. 
We  must  not  be  led  away  by  the  prejudices  or  partial  represen- 
tations of  men  who  have  interests  in  the  neighbouring  settlement 
of  Honduras;  for  the  fact  will  turn  out  that  that  country  .will 
dwindle  into  insignificance  in  proportion  as  Poyais  will  attain 
strength-,  and  one  day  tlie  whole  coast  of  Mosquito  will  assume 
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an  importance,  from  its  own  resources  and  its  peculiar  position, 
nvhich  must  be  very  great,  merely  as  constituting  the  channel  of 
communication  with  the  Pacific.  Samples  of  aloes,  white  pejpper^ 
gum,  and  gold,  in  addition  to  the  articles  which  are  the  known 
produce  of  Poyais,  are  here,  and  have  been  examined  by  men  of 
iscience,  who  have  declared  them  to  be  of  value. 

Going  round  the  southern  hemisphere  every  thing  invites  us  to 
active  exertion  in  commerce ;  and  if  you  will  examine  the  exports 
which  have  already  taken  place,  you  will  be  struck  with  the  pros* 
pect  of  the  advantages  which  we  must  derive  from  being  able  to 
ideal  with  them  as  with  nations  duly  recognised  ;  for  trade  must 
labor  under  some  irregularities ;  confidence  will  be  tardy  until  this 
is  done.  Within  a  very  short  period  the  sendings  to  Colombia 
have  been  considerable,  and  they  would  have  continued  with  much 
greater  activity  but  for  the  numerous  difficulties  which  the  com- 
merce has  had  to  contend  with.  Besides  two  previous  cargoes, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  70,000/.,  I  have  myself  expedited,  for 
various  interests,  to  Maraycabo  two  cargoes,  amounting,  together, 
to  nearly  60,000/.,  and,  but  for  the  enormous  premiums  of  insurance 
which  the  insecurity  of  the  navigation,  arising  from  pirates,  has 
induced,  another  targo,  which  has  been  partly  in  readiness  for  some 
time,  would  h'ave  followed  immediately.  We  cannot  reflect  on 
such  impediments,  so  unexpected  during  peace,  but  with  feelings 
of  intense  pain ;  and  when  we  read  the  numerous  accounts,  yeri>- 
fied  on  all  sides,  of  the  cruelties  committed  on  helpless  and 
unarmed  individuals,  by  a  race  of  marauders  as  formidable  as  any 
poyrer  could  be  in  war,  as  Englishmen,  cherishing  the  remembrance 
of  the  exploits  of  our  brave  tars,  and  proud  of  their  glory,  we  ar^ 
astounded  at  the  fact  that  we  are  liable  to  such  barbanty  \  and 
we  are  ashamed  to  hear  that  we  are  compelled  to  seek  protection 
from  flags,  whom  we  should  rather  have  expected  to  find  seeking 
shelter  under  our  wing,  not  granting  a  precarious  and  poor  security 
to  our  property.  We  have  suffered  so  much  that  we  forget  that 
we  ought  never  to  have  been  laid  open  to  such  violence,  and  we 
are  grateful  for  the  promise  of  protection  :  we  sincerely  hope  that 
thos^  expectations  will  not  be  destroyed  by  an  inefficiency  of  force 
to  accomplish  them.  The  premiums  we  are  compelled  to  pay  to 
the  W*  Indies  are  so  heavy,  as  to  deduct  so  much  from  any  possi- 
ble profits,  that  the  trade  must,  on  this  account  alone,  diminish, 
and  the  effects  must  very  soon  be  sensibly  felt  in  the  falling  off  of 
demand  for  our  manufactures. 

In  the  absence,  too,  of  an  enlarged  system  to  give  to  our  trade 
with  S.  America  consistency  and  complete  facility,  we  are  grate- 
ful fox  the  concessions  made  to  give  to  it  some  latitude  by  admit** 
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ting  their  flags  in  eur  ports  ;  but,  since  we  do  not  at  once  recognise 
the  independence  of  these  new  states,  I  presume,  we  could  scarcely 
Jblame  them  if  they  should  adopt  retaliatory  measures,  to  prevent 
our  ships  from  coming  to  their  ports,  or  their  produce  from  com^ 
ing  to  England.  With  the  probability,  or,  at  least,  possibility  of 
such  a  measure  we  cannot  help  regarding  any  thing  which  would 
prevent  us  from  receiving,  directly  or  indirectly,  their  produce, 
as  calculated  rather  to  injure  our  trade  than  benefit  it*  By  12  C. 
II.  c.  18.  s.  14,  it  is  provided,  <That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  any  of  the  people  of  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  Islands  of 
Guernsey  or  Jersey,  or  Town  of  Berwick*on-Tweed,  in  vessels  or 
thips  to  them  belonging,  and  whereof  the  master  and  three-fourths 
of  the  mariners,  at  least,  are  English,  to  land  and  bring  in,  from 
imy  of  the  ports  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  or  Western  Islands,  com- 
monly called  Azores,  or  Madeira,  or  Canary  Islands,  all  sorts  of 
goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth,  production,  or  nianufacture, 
of  the  plantations  or  dominions  of  either  of  them  respectively.' 
And  by  8  Geo.  IV.  c.  42.  s.  4,  it  is  enacted,  <  That,  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  so  much  and  such  parts  of  the  said  recited 
Act  of  the  12th  year  of  Charles  II.  for  the  encouraging  and  in- 
creasing of  shipping  and  navigation,  shall  be  repealed,  as  relates  to 
the  importation  of  any  of  the  commodities  of  the  Streights,  or  Le- 
vant Seas,  or  to  the  importation  of  all  sorts  of  goods  or  commodi- 
ties of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture,  of  the  plantations 
or  dominions  of  Spain  or  Portugal  respectively,  from  any  of  the 
ports  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  or  Western  Islands,  commonly  called 
Azores,  or  Madeira,  or  Canary  Islands,  and  so  much  and  such 
parts  of  the  said  Act  is  and  are  hereby  repealed  accordingly/ 

To  render  such  provisions  effectual  we  ought  to  apply  similar  le- 
gislative measures  to  Germany,  France,  &c.  but  we  must  bear  in 
mind  that  we  have  hitherto  been  mainly  the  channel  of  supply  of 
their  articles,  and  the  S.  Americans  have  it  in  their  power  to  deprive 
us  entirely  of  the  trade,  and  to  give  it  a  direction  without  our  in- 
tervention. As  individuals,  we  trust  to  the  enlarged  and  liberal 
views  of  those  governments  not  to  do  so ;  but  no  legislative  or  po- 
litical feeling  here  gives  us  any  good  reason  to  insist  on  its  being 
otherwise. 

To  sell  largely.  Sir,  we  must  buy  largely. — Trade  cannot  exist 
as  an  export  only,  and  if  it  be  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of 
Government  to  give  extension  to  our  manufactures,  facility  must 
be  largely  given  to  enable  us  to  deal  as  buyers  as  well  as  sellers. 
I  would  implore  you  to  contemplate  the  period  to  which  I  have 
ventured  to  allude,  when  our  manufacturing  interest  was  so  de- 
pressed }  and  to  reflect  that  that  valuable  trade,  which  we,  of  latei 
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have  had  with  the  W.  Indies,  is  dying  away  from  an  uncertain 
reliance  on  a  direct  opening  with  the  Main  ;  so  long  as  this  is  in 
jeopardy,  confidence  cannot  be  wholly  restored}  and  operations  to 
both  will  be  partial  until  decisive  measures  are  adopted  to  put  us  on 
a  substantial  and  firm  footing.  Reflect,  too,  that  nothing  can  so 
materially  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  landed  interest  as  a  diffu* 
sion  of  wealth  amongst  all  other  classes ;  and  that,  with  an  in-f 
crease  in  the  sale  of  woollens  and  calicos,  a  proportionate  one  will 
follow  in  the  consumption  of  all  the  produce  of  the  soil ;  nothing 
can  permanently  relieve  it  but  this,  and  a  decline  of  commerce 
would  be  attended  with  evils  too  dreadful  to  contemplate. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  for  merchants  to  importune  you,  who 
know  their  interests,  to  protect  them.  Commerce  is  the  guardian 
angel  of  all  our  prosperity,  wealth,  and  happiness,  and  its  voice  is 
Ipud  in  demanding  freedom,  without  which  it  must  die, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  LOWE, 
To  the  lit.  Hon*  G.  Canning,  M.  P.  S^q. 


fl 


■■■    i 


>l    I 


REMARKS 


OK  THE 


BRITISH  QUARANTINE  LAWS, 


AND   THE    SO-CILLBD 


SANITARY  LAWS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL 

NATIONS   OF    EUROPE, 


SSPECIALLY  THOSE  OF 


SPAIN. 


BY  CHARLES  MACLEAN,  M.  D. 

KfflOBT    OF     THE     SPANISH     OBDER     OF     CHARLES     III.;    MEMBER   OF   TME 
MEDICAL      ACADEMIES    OF    MADRID     AND    BARCELONA  ;     COMMIS- 
SIONED BY  THE  SPANISH  GOVERNMENT   TO   INVESTIGATE 
THE   NATURE    AND   CAUSES   OF   THE   VEVER   OF 
BARCELONA,    IN   1821. 


**  In  the  fourth  volume,  the  reader  will  find  a  retraction  of  tlie  author'n  furnier 
iOpinion  of  the  Yellow-fever  spreading  bv  contagion.  He  begs  forgiveness  of  the  friends 
of  science  and  humanity,  if  the  publication  of  that  opinion  has  had  any  i^nflueiice  in 
increasing  the  misery  and  mortality  attendant  upon  that  disease.  Indeed  such  is  the 
'pain  he  feels,  in  recollecting  that  he  ever  entertained,  or  propagated  it,  that  it  will  long, 
and  perhaps  always  deprive  him  of  the  pleasure  he  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  a 
veview  of  bis  attempts  to  fulfil  the  public  duties  of  his  situation." 

Rush's  Med.  £mq.  and  ObservaIions,  Prsf* 


ORIGINAL. 


LONDON 
1823. 


REMARKS, 

4-c.  ^c. 


* 

Xhe  code  of  Quarantine  laws  in  England^  and  of  Sanitary  laws 
in  the  nations  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  is,  perhaps,  without 
exception,  the  most  gigantic,  extraordinary,  and  mischievous 
superstructure,  that  has  ever  been  raised  by  man,  upon  a  purely 
imaginary  foundation.  All  these  codes  beiiig  in  principle  similar, 
I  shall  here  limit  my  observations  to  the  English  regulations  of 
quarantine,  and  to  the  Spanish  sanitary  laws,  as  affording  examples 
of  the  whole. 

The  regulations  of  the  English  code,  as  it  at  present  exists,  will 
be  found  comprehended  in  a  collection  of  articles,  published  by  the 
King's  printers,  under  the  title  of  «  An  Act,  passed  the  12th  of 
March  1805.  (45  Greo.  IIL  cap.  x.)  for  making  farther  provision 
for  the  effectual  performance  of  quarantine ;  and  also  an  order  in 
Cottncil^  dated  5th  April  1805. :  with  reports  from  the  Board 
of  Health."  The  Act  consists  of  44  clauses  ;  the  order  in  Council 
of  50  articles  ;  and  these^  together  with  the  two  reports  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  occupy  143  large  8vo  pages.  They  seem  to 
have  been  principally  founded  upon  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the 
continental  nations  of  Europe,  and  upon  Russell's  <<  Treatise  of  the 
Plague,''  published  in  1791,  comprehending,  with  Appendix, 
about  750  large  4to  pages,  which,  in  the  preiface,  he  modestly 
characterises  as  only  <<  improvable  hints*'* 

The  project  of  a  code  of  sanitary  laws,  presented  last  year  by  their 
conmiittee  of  public  health,  to  the  Spanish  Cortes,  (now  finallv  re-  * 
jected,  princi[Mdly  in  consequence,  as  I  have  reason  to  knowj  ot  my 
representations  to  that  body,)  consists  of  400  articles,  condensed 
into  64  close  octavo  pages,  of  which  an  examination  will  be  found 
in  my  <<  Sketch  of  Proceedings  in  Spain,  in  illustration  of  the 
invalidity  of  the  doctrine  of  Pestilential  Contagion,  and  of  the 
pernicious  efiects  of  quarantine  or  sanitary  laws,  &c." 

The  professed  object  of  the  laws  in  question,  very  different,  as 
I  shall  show,  from  Uieir  real  object,  is  to  prevent  the  exportation, 
importation,  and  spteading,  of  epidemic  diseases,  by  the  action  of 
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^  supposed  specific  virus  ;  no  means  having  been  adopted  to  ascer^ 
tain  the  existence  of  the  alleged  evil,  previous  to  the  application 
of  the  supposed  remedy.  Its  existence  was  indeed  implicitly 
taken  for  granted ;  and  reversing  the  usual  mode  of  philosophic 
singy  which  fixes  the  onmprobandi  upon  the  parties  affirming  any 
proposition,  those  who  have  denied  the  truth  of  this  doctrine,  oif 
who  have  refused  to  believe  it  without  evidence,  have  been  re-^ 
quired  to  prove  a  negative.  In  matters  of  science,  according  td 
die  maxim,  that  <'  de  quid  non  apparentibus,  et  de  quid  non  existen- 
bus  eadem  est  ratio,'^  absence  of  all  proof  of  existence  ought,  iti 
fairness,  to  be  deemed  sufficient  proof  of  non-existence.  But,  ad 
if  pestilential  contagion,  instead  of  a  matter  of  fact,  were  only  a 
matter  of  faith,  it  has  been  represented  as  safer  to  believe  than  not 
to  believe  in  its  existence,  without  any  reference  to  its  truth 
or  falsehood. 

This  doctrine  throughout  has  been  nothing  but  a  series  of  gra- 
tuitous  assumptions,  each  surpassing  the  other  in  absurdity.  The 
number  of  the  affected  has  been  assumed  as  evidence  of  propagation 
from  person  to  person  \  the  fact  of  contact  as  evidence  of  conta^ 
gion ;  and  the  cessation,  or  diminution  of  sickness,  as  evidence  of 
the  efficacy  of  sanitary  precautions.  With  power  always  on  their 
side,  the  adherents  of  pestilential  contagion  have  been  eikibled  to 
maintain  their  positions,  without  the  trouble  of  adducing  any  valid 
proof,  unfairly  throwing  the  onus  probandif  as  I  have  said,  upoit 
their  adversaries.  Their  endless  assumptions  it  has  been  equally 
impossible  to  prove  or  to  disprove.  Disputes  on  controvertible 
assertions  have  necessarily  terminated  without  any  Satisfactory 
conclusions :  and  their  uniform  results  have  been  uncertainty  and 
distraction,  to  which  it  did  not  appear  that  there  would  for  a 
long  time  be  an  end,  unless,  in  respect  to  the  existence  of  contagion^ 
we  could  succeed  in  proving  a  negative,  by  showing  the  impossi- 
bility of  the  affirmative.  This  task  I  have  undertaken  and  accom^ 
plished.  In  my  <<  Suggestions  for  the  prevention  and  mitigation  of 
Epidemic  Diseases,''  &c. ;  in  my  work,  entitled,  <<  Results  of  an 
Investigation,  respecting  Epidemic  and  Pestilential  Diseases,  in- 
cluding Researches  in  the  Levant  concerning  the  Plague  '^^  and  in 
my  «  Sketch  of  Proceedings  in  Spain,  in  illustration  of  the  invali- 
dity of  the  doctrine  of  Pestilential  Contagion,  and  of  the  destruc- 
tive Effects  of  Quarantine  or  Sanitary  Laws,'^  &c.  I  have  repeated^ 
with  additional  force,  my  demonstrations,  first  promulgated  in  179^ 
in  India,  of  the  impossibility  of  the  existence  of  pestilential  conta- 
gion ;  showing  farther,  that  that  doctrine,  in  an  accredited  form^ 
was  first  promulgated,  for  political  purposes,  by  ^e  authority  of 
the  see  of  Rome,  in  1546-7,  under  the  pontificate  of  Paul  III. ; 
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and  that  the  immediate  occasion  of  this  piouft  fraud,  was  to  create 
a  pretext  for  the  translation  of  the  Council  of  Trent  to  Bologna. 
,  Thus  the  professed  object  of  all  codes  of  quarantine  or  sanitary 
laws,  when  submitted  to  strict  examination,  has  been  found  to 
have  no  existence.  It  has  also  been  farther  shown,  that,  even,  if 
pestilential  contagion  did  undoubtedly  exist,  these  laws  would  be 
still  unjustifiable ;  as  well  as,  that  they  are,  in  either  case,  highly 
detrimental  to  many  of  the  best  interests  of  communities.  In 
instituting  a  code  of  laws  so  extensive,  as  it  were  upon  trust,  i.  e., 
without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  doctrine 
upon  which  they  were  professed  to  be  founded,  into  the  existence 
of  the  evil  wbicn  they  were  proposed  to  remedy  ; — in  afterwards 
continuing,  at  an  immense  expense  and  injury  to  the  public,  to 
maintain  tliose  laws,  without  any  adequate  examination  of  their 
merits  ;  and  in  even  resisting  or  evading  a  full  and  fair  investiga- 
tion cl  the  subject,  after  strong  grounds  had  been  laid  for  disbe- 
li^ng  the  existence  of  the  evil  which  they  professed  to  obviate, 
and  for  considering  them  in  their  operation  highlynjurious  to 
communities,  we  find  reason  to  conclude,  that  on  the  part  of 
governments,  there  exists  a  distinct  interest  in  favor  of  those 
enactments,  independent  of  their  effects  upon  the  health,  welfare 
or  prosperity  of  communities.  This  is  a  matter  which  cannot  ad. 
mit  of  a  doubt  \  and,  in  order  that  nothing  relating  to  this  \i\* 
▼estigation  might  be  left  incomplete,  I  have  cleariy  shown  wherein 
this  interest  consists. 

My  object  here,  is  merely  to  give  a  general  view  of  what  those 
regulations  zrCf  Jbr  preserving  the  health  (^ communities,  of  which 
the  maintenance  is  so  dear  to  certain  governments,  and  so  expen- 
sive  and  injurious  to  nations.  They  consist  of .^l.  Measures  for 
preventing  the  exportation  of  pestilential  contagion ;  or  Bills  of 
health : — 2.  Measures  for  preventing  the  importation  of  pestilential 
contagion ;  or  Quarantine  and  Lazarettos :— 3.  Measures  for  pre-^ 
venting  the  propagation  or  spreading  of  pestilential  contagion ;  or 
lines  of  circumvallation,  ditches,  cordons  of  troops,  shutting  up  the 
sick  in  their  houses,  compelling  them  to  leave  their  homes,  immur- 
ing them  in  pest*houses,  and,  in  general,  all  modes  of  reparation, 
seclusion  and  restriction.  These  measures  were  first  adopted  in 
Venice,  in  the  16th  century,  and  afterwards  successively  in  other 
Christian  countries.  The  regulations  of  quarantine,  wnich  actu* 
ally  exist  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  project  of  a  code  of  sanitary 
laws,  presented  to  the  Spanish  Cortes  last  session,  by  their  com- 
mittee  of  public  health,  but  not  then  discussed,  and  subsequently 
rejected,  may  s^rve  as  examples  of  them  all. 
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BRITISH  QUARANTINE  LAWS. 

I.— MEASURES  FOR   PREVENTING   THE   EXPORTATION   OF   PESTI* 
LENTIAL  CONTAGION  J    OR  BILLS  OF  HEALTH    (PATENTS.) 

Bills  of  health  are  certificates^  granted  to  ships,  sailing  from 
|>laces  subject  to  pestilence,  declaring  the  state  of  the  public  healthy 
as  to  pestilence,  at  the  period  of  their  departure,  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  duration  of  their  quarantine  at  the  port  of  their 
akrival.  They  are  either  clean,  foul,  or  suspected.  The  operation 
/  of  these  certificates  will  be  found  particularly  described  in  my 
«<  Results  of  an  Investigation  respecting  Epidemic  Diseases,''  &c; 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  precise  period,  at  which  the  prac- 
tice originated  of  obliging  ships  to  provide  themselves  with  certifi- 
cates of  health,  it  is  certain  that  it  could  not  have  commenced 
previous  to  the  middle  of  th^  16th  century,  i.  e«^  previous  to 
the  existence  of  the  ideas  upon  which  such  a  precaution  was 
founded.  The  first  mention  which  I  find  of  biUs  of  health,  is 
in  Morryson's  Travels  (p.  241,  243),  which  state,  that  an  English 
traveUet,  who  was  at  Aleppo  in  1596,  had  a  clean  patent,  Syria 
being  then  free  from  the  plague.  The  Levant  company,  in  their 
answer  to  the  commissioners  of  customs,  dated  March  14,  1720, 
declare,  that,  up  to  that  period,  their  ships  <<  not  having  been 
obliged  to  perform  quarantine  in  England,  the  sole  intent  of  the 
certificate  or  bill  of  health,  was  to  serve  them  in  the  Mediterrane- 
an.". The  regulations  of  the  Levant  Company,  concerning  bills* 
of  health,  are  detailed  in  Russell's  <<  Treadse  of  the  Plague,''  p.  d44« 
That  writer,  partial  as  he  was  to  these  institutions,  acknowleges 
diem  to  be  defective  and  insecure  (p.  S62.)  If  such  precautions, 
indeed,  could  ever  be  of  any  utility,  they  would,  in  respect  to  the 
Levant,  necessarily  be  always  precarious  in  their  operation,  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  information,  upon  which  they  are  founded ; 
sickness  being  concealed,  feigned,  or  exaggerated,  according  to 
the  presumed  interests  of  the  Reporters,  who  are  generally  natives, 
and  for  the  most  part  conmiercial  speculators.  Mr.  Green,  for 
many  years  Treasurer  of  the  Levant  Company,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1819,  says^ 
<<the  bills  of  health  are  determined  by  the  foreign  consuls  at 
Smyrna,  upon  the  report  of  a  number  of  Greek  merchants,  who 
form  a  committee  for  the  purpose.  These  merchants  carried  on 
principally  the  trade  between  Smyrna  and  Holland,  that  is,  several 
were  concerned ;  it  was  their  interest  to  establish  foul  bills  of 
health,  in  order  to  keep  the  trade  to  themselves,  because  Englidi 
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ships  could  not  come  to  England  without  going  first  to  Malta  or 
Leghorn^  or  some  other  Lazaretto  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  per* 
form  quarantine  of  ninety  days.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Greeks 
loaded  cotton,  wool,  and  other  goods,  and  all  the  articles  which 
cl>nstituted  the  chief  object  of  the  trade,  in  ships  which  they  sent 
to  Holland/'    (Report,  4th  July  1819,  p.  SB.) 


XI. — MEASURES   FOR   PREVENTING   THE   IMPORTATION  OF  PESTI- 
•    LENTIAI^  CONTAGION;   OR   QUARANTINE   AND   LAZARETTOS. 

i  «  We  may  as  well  build  »  wall  to  keep  out  larks^  as  barracks  to 
keep  out  plagues*'^  Distinct  notions  of  the  Plague,  London^  1665. 
p^  73.  <<  No  quarantine  has  been  till  now  (1720)  laid  on  ships  or 
goods  from  Turkey,  a  trade  which  has  been  carried  on  for  about 
140  years  without  any  ill  consequences,  which  we  hoped  would 
have  exempted  us  from  tbia  act/'  Levant  Company's  Petiticm  to 
His  Majesty  in  Council,  dated  31st.  of  January  1720. 
.  « It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that,  as  matters  stand  at  present,  quaran- 
tines^ without  being  so  secure  a  defence  as  is  commonly  imofrinedi 
are  a  certain  heavy  tax  upon  commerce :  the  benefit  they  promise 
jto  the  state  is  very  precarious^  the  detriment  to  the  merchant  is 
reaV*    Dr.  P.  Russell's  Treat,  of  the  Plague,  p.  466,7. 

In  Itfll,  we  find  the  ^st  mention  of  any  commerce  from  this 
country  to  the  Levant  Seas.  (And.  Com.  ii,  22.)  S*  Froin  1511 
Co  1534,  diverse  tall  ships  of  London,  and  of  Southampton  and 
Bristol,  had  an  unusual  trade  to  Sicily,  Candia,  and  Chios,  and 
sometimes  to  Cyprus,  and  to  Tripoli  and  Bareuth  in  Syria. .  • « 
In  1535,  a  ship  of  300  tons,  with  100  persons,  from  London^ 
made  a  Levant  voyage,  then  thought  dangerous,  in  eleven  months/* 
|d.  Ibid.  p.  60»  It  was  210  years  after  the  commencement  of 
this  commercial  intercourse,  and  140  years  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Levant  Company,  before,  any  precautions  of  quarantinoj  in 
respect  to  Turkey,  were  adopted  in  England. 

In  the  16th  century,  but  at  what  precise  period  I  have  not 
ascertained,  quarantine  and  Lazarettos  were  first  introdoced  into 
the  Venetian  States,  and  afterwards  successively  into  the  other 
States  of  Italy.  In  1669,  they  were  adopted  in  France,  in  conse- 
quence, I  presume,  of  the  terror  inspired  by  the  plague  in  Londotf, 
in  1665,  of  which  cases  continued  to  occur  sporadically  for  several 
years. 

Until  1710,  no  precautions  by  act  of  parliament  were  adopted 
in  Engbnd,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  pestilence  from  foreigm 
countries.  From  the  preamble  to  the  first  quarantine  act,  passed 
in  the  9th.  of  Queen   Anncj  it  appears  that  orders  had  pre* 


7]  Brrtisk  Qum^axttine  Laws.  ^JtSU 

▼iously  been  issued  by  her  Majesty  in  Caandl,  respecting  die  perfou 
mance  of  quarantine,  being  probarbly  the  first  official  interference  in 
England,  iuf  respect  to  the  importation  of  contagion  from  any  foreign 
country*  The  immediate  occasion  of  it  was  the  prevalence  of  pesti* 
leiice  at  Dantzic^  and  various  places  on  the  shores  of  the  Bfdtic. 
Upon  this  occasion,  sheds  were  erected  for  airing  gt>od&  at  Hoc  Pon: 

The  act  of  1710  expressly  empowered  the  Grown,  in  case  of 
any  foreign  places  being  infected,  to  issue  such  oilers  for  the 
performance  of  quarantine,  as  might  appear  necessary.  It  wa« 
intitled  <<  An  act  to  oblige  diips  coming  from  pi^esinfected^  more 
eflFectually  to  perform  their  quarantine,"*  and  had  no  reference  to 
the  trade  or  shipping  of  the  Levant,  which  were  not  comprehended 
in  these  regulations  until  the  succeeding  reign. 

It  was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  plague  at  Marseilles,,  in  1720, 
that  the  subject  came  again  before  parliament ;  and,  in  January  172 1'^ 
an  act  was  passed  <*  for  repealing  the  act  of  Queen  Anne,  and  for 
file  better  preventing  the  plague  from  being  brought  from  foreign 
parts  into  Great  Bntain,  or  Ireland,  or  the  Isles  of  Guernsey,  &c. 
and  to  kinder  the  ^reading  of  infection  J^  The  continuance  of 
this  act  was,  by  a  clause  added  by  die  Lords  to  a  subsequent  att, 
Ibttited  to  the  25th  of  March  1723. 

Against  the  passing  of  this  bill  a  petition  was  presented  by  the 
Xievant  Company  in  the  following  terms : 

«*To  the  honorable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  padiament 
assembled,  the  Humble  Petition  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
ti  the  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Levant  seas : 

**  Sft^Wtf/A— That  whereas  there  is  a  bill  now  depending  in  the 
Honorable  House,  for  altering  and  amending  the  laws  for  obliging 
ships  coming  from  places  infected  to  perform  thein  quarantine,  and 
foe  preventing  die  spreading  of  infection,  wherein  there  ane  some 
clauses,  which  your  petitioners  humbly  apprehend  will  put  an 
entire  stop  to  the  future  carrying  on  their  trade,  which  principally^ 
consists  in  the  exportation  of  the  woollen  manufactures  of  this 
Idngdom,  and  the  inipoirtation>  of  raw  silk  and  Mohair  yam. 

•«  Tour  petitioners  therefore  most  humbliy  pray  that  they  may  be 
heard  by  themselves,  or  by  their  counsel  against  the  said  clauses,, 
before  the  said  bill  passes  into  a  law.^ 

**And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray.  13th  January  1720. 
Presented  the  same  day.  Sir  Gerard  Conyers  being  Deputy  Go- 
vernor.** 

The  obnoxious  clauses  of  the  bill,  alluded  to  in  this  petition, 
were,  I  apprehend,  those,  which  conferred  on  the  Crown  the 
power  to  suspend  trade,  and  to  destroy  property.  Whether,  irt 
virtue  of  this  bill,  commerce  has  ever  been  formally  and  generally 
Suspended,  I  am  not  aware;  but  the  other  exceptionable  clause 
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has,  in  more  than  one  instance^  been  acted  upba:  There  is  one 
case  of  this  destruction  upon  record,  even  antecedent:  to  the  act: 
By  an  order  of  Council,  dated  the  4th  of  March  1720,  jthe  ships 
Bristol  Merchant,  and  Turkey  Merchant,  were  ordered  to  be  burnt, 
as  appears  by  a  petition  presented  to  His-  Majesty  by  :the  Levant 
Company,  dated  the  2d  of  May  1721.  And,  in  June  1721,  we 
find  that  £.23,935  were  voted,  in  a  committee. of  supply,  to.the 
owners  of  the  ships  and  goods  so  burnt.  (Russell's  Treatise,  p. 
42S,  note.)  In  1800,  the  ships  Aurora,  Mentor,  and'  Lark,,  from 
Mogadore,  were  destroyed,  with  their  cargoes,  pursuant  to  an  order 
in  Council  of  the  7  th  of  January  1800.  (Append,  to  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  the  contagion 
of  the  plague,  4th  July  1819.)  Mr.  Green,. in  his  evidence,  con-^ 
jectures  that  the  value  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which 
the  treasury  had  to  make  good,  must  have  exceeded  £.20,000.  (Re- 
port of  1819,  p.  41.) 

In  a  petition,  dated  the  31st  of  January,  and  presented  to  his 
Majesty  in  Council  in  February  1720,  the  Levant  Company  make 
the  following  very  pertinent  remarks. 

«  The  dominions  of  the  Grand  Signior  are.  of  so  vast  an:  extent; 
that  the  plague  may  be  in  one  part,  and  no  way  dangerous,  to  an- 
other. But  this  act,  as  we  humbly  presume,  may  oblige  all  ships 
coming  from  Turkey  to  perform  quarantine,  though  even  front 
places  not  infected,  since  it  must  be  concluded  that  there  is  a 
constant  correspondence  through  the  whole  .empire,  which  has 
been  scarce  ever  known  to  be  free  from  infection  in  every  part  of 
it.  We  most  humbly  hope  that  the  good  state  of  health,  at  any 
port  in  Turkey  where  our  ships  shall  lade  for  England,  being  cer- 
tified>  by  your  Majesty's  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  or  the 
respective  consuls,  may  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any  ship,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandises,  accompanied  by  such  clean  patents,  from* 
performing  quarantine,  provided  the  ship's  company  and  passengers 
are  found  to  be  perfectly  free  from,  any  contagion^  after  a  voyage 
of  seldom  less  than  three  months,  but  oftener  four  or  five,'  since  in 
Italy,  where  the  rules  of  quarantine  are  most  strictly  obserred,  the 
merchant  is  generally  possessed  of  his  goods  in  less  than  that  time 
after  the  ship's  departure  from  Turkey.* 

'  At  that  period  the  Levant  Company's  ships  usually. sailed  in  fleets ;  by 
which,  and  the  then  state  of  the  art  of  navigation,  it  happeoed  that  their 
voyages  were  of  much  longer  duration  than  at  present. 

^  In  Holland,  where  quarantine  is  scarcely  more  than  nominal^  the  deten- 
tion of  the  Levant  goods,  after  their  arrival  in  port,  is  so  trifling,  as  to  enable 
the  Dutch  merchants  to  anticipate  the  English  in  their  own  markets.  Thi& 
evil  is  in  vain  attempted  to  be  obviated  on  the  part  of  the  British  government, 
by  restrictive  laws  on  the  indirect  importation  of  Levant  goods  from  Holland 
and  other  places. 
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<<  No  quarantine  has  been  till  now  laid  on  ships  or  goods  from 
Turkey,  a  trade  which  has  been  carried  on  for  about  I W  years  * 
without  any  ill  cotisequencesj  which  we  hoped  would  have  exempted 
us  from  this  act.** 

But  terror  and  fashion  being  predominant,  and  the  Levant 
Company  being  considered  as  interested  parties,  their  just  repre- 
sentations were  disregarded. 

,  The  plague  of  Marseilles,  in  1720,  gave  occasion  to  the  passing 
of  two  omer  acts  of  parliament  in  England,  the  following 
session ;  the  one,  <<  to  enable  His  Majesty  effectually  to  prohibit 
comtnerce /or  the  space  of  one  year,  with  any  country,  that  is,  or 
shall  be,  infected  with  the  plague,  and  for  shortening  the  continu- 
ance of  an  act  passed  in  the  7th  year  of  His  Majesty  (the  quaran* 
tine  act);'*  the  other  "to  prevent  the  clandestine  running  of 
goods,  and  the  danger  of  infection  thereby ;  and  to  prevent  ships 
breaking  their  quarantine."  The  one  was  passed  on  the  12th  of 
February,  and  the  other  on  the  7th  of  March  1722.  The  latter 
had,  in  the  preceding  session,  been  rejected  by  the  Lords. 

Power  had  been  before  given  by  the  quarantine  act,  to  prohibit, 
in  times  of  pestilence,  vessels  of  less  burden  tlian  twenty  tons, 
from  sailing  out  of  any  port  in  Great  Britain,  &c.,  except  under 
certain  conditions.  By  the  present  act,  foreign  spirits  were  pro- 
hibited from  being  imported  in  vessels  of  less  burden  than  forty 
tons  ;  and  ships  departing  without  license  from  places  appointed 
for  quarantine,  were  forfeited,  and  the  commanders  fined  two 
hundred  pounds.  (Russell's  Treat,  p.  444.) 

This  power  of  suspending  trade  Jbr  the  space  of  one  year^  vir- 
tually amounted  to  an  almost  unlimited  power  over  the  afFairs  of 
commerce  \  since,  as  pestilence  always  exists  in  some  of  those 
parts  of  the  world,  wi£h  which  we  have  commerce  or  intercourse, 
there  would  never  want  colorable  pretexts  for  enforcing  such  regu- 
lations, as  far  as  the  exercise  of  them,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
conducive  to  the  unavowed  views  of  government,  might  not  be  too 
glaring  a  despotism.  Whether  a  power  of  this  description  is  such 
as  it  is  s^fe  or  proper  to  lodge  any  where,  even  supposmg  the 
danger,  against  which  it  is  meant  to  provide,  were  not  imaginary, 
I  have  elsewhere  examined. 

All  these  acts  of  the  7th  and  8th  of  Geo.  L,  being  temporary, 
terminated  in  two  or  three  years ;  and,  upon  the  expiration  of  the 

'.  From  the  period  of  the  existence  of  the  commerce  of  the  Levant  Com* 
pany ;  but  it  is  certain  that  there  bad  been  intercourse  between  the  two 
couBtries  from  1511,  as  I  have  stated,  or  for  SIO  years,  sufi^cient  to  have  in* 
truduced  the  plague  annually  into  England,  if  it  bad  been  capable  of  tt^lng 
expprtfid  and  imported* 
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quarantine  act)  in  March  172S»  that  of  Qdeen  Anne  of  course 
revived,  and  continues  to  be  still  in  force.  (Russell's  Treat. 
p.  464.) 

In  May  1728,  the  1st  of  Geo.  II.,  an  act  was  passed  exactly 
under  the  same  title  as  the  former,  excepting  so  far  as  regards  the 
repeal  of  Queen  Anne's  act.  Most  of  the  smaller  clauses  relating 
to  the  quarantine  of  ships  were  the  same,  some  nearly  verbatim 
with  those  of  the  7th  of  Geo.  I.  A  few  were  however  omitted ; 
and  the  power  of  prohibiting  commerce  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
which,  in  172 1,  had  been  the  subject  of  a  separate  act,  was  included 
Ui  this.  (Russell,  p.  444.)  Persons  contravening  this  act  were 
declared  guilty  of  felony  ;  ships  and  goods  were  forfeited,  and  the 
importers  fined  in  treble  their  value.  (Id.  p.  445.) 

This  act,  like  those  of  1720  and  1721,  being  only  temporary, 
was  permitted  to  expire  in  1731 ;  but,  in  173S,  pestilence  again 
prevailing  in  some  foreign  places,  it  was  renewed,  and  directed  to 
\)e  continued  in  force  for  two  years  from  the  2d  of  June  1733, 
and  from  thence  to  tlie  then  next  session  of  parliament.  (Id.  p. 
445.)  The  title  is,  *«  An  act  for  reviving  so  much  of  the  act 
made  in  the  1st  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  intitled  &c.  as  relates 
to  the  performing  quarantine,  and  the  preventing  the  spreading  of 
infection,  and  to  enable  His  Majesty  to  prohibit  commerce  with 
any  country  or  place,  infected  with  die  plague,  for  a  certain  time 
therein  limited."  (Id.  445,6.) 

From  1735  to  1753,  the  act  of  Queen  Anne,  which  bad  no 
reference  to  the  intercourse  with  Turkey,  was  the  sole  quarantine 
law  in  force  in  Great  Britain.  It  does  not,  however,  appear,  that, 
during  this  interval,  the  Levant  Company  availed  themselves  of 
the  exemption  from  quarantine,  to  which  they  became  entitled  by 
tiie  expiration  of  the  temporary  laws  which  I  have  enumerated. 
In  the  mean  time  happened  the  plague  of  Messina,  in  1743. 
fiis  Majesty  being  abroad,  the  Lords  of  the  Regency  ordered  all 
.^ips  from  the  Mediterranean,  bound  to  the  river  Thames,  to  do 
quarantine  in  Stangate  Creek  only.  (Id.  p.  446.) 

In  September  1743,  the  clerk  of  the  Scipio  fire  ship  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Marshalsea  prison,  by  a  special  warrant  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  for  six  months,  pursuant  to  the  sentence 
of  a  court-martial,  for  not  performing  quarantine  agreeably  to 
the  directions  of  the  Lords  of  the  Regency.  The  boatswain  of 
the  same  ship  was  tried  at  the  same  coijjt-martial,  and  condemned 
to  die,  for  leaving  the  ship^  and  not  petforming  quarantine.  (Id. 
p.  446.) 

In  April  1753,  on  a  proposition  for  enlarging  the  trade  to  the 
Levant  seas,  the  subject  of  quarantine  again  came  under  considera- 
tion ;  and  a  bill  passed  the  legislature,  intitled,  <<  An  act  to  oblige 
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ships  more  effectually  to  perform  their  quarantine ;  and  for  the 
better  preventing  the  plague  being  brought  from  foreign  parts  into 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  the  Isles  of  Guernsey,  &c.  &c.'*  It' 
commenced  from  the  1st  of  March  1754,  and  its  continuance  was 
left  indefinite.  It  is  remarkable,  with  regard  to  the  title,  as  well 
as  the  preamble  of  this  bill,  that  the  words,  <<  and  for  preventing 
the  spreading  of  infection,"  are  entirely  omitted.  This  is  the  26 
of  Geo.  II.  c.  6. 

The  bill  <<  for  enlarging  the  trade  to  the  Levant  seas"  contained 
two  clauses  respecting  quarantine  :  the  one,  enacting  « that  alf 
rules,  orders  and  regulations,  made  for  preventing  infection,  shall 
be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue,  as  if  diis  act  had  never 
passed;"  the  other,  «that  no  goods  or  merchandises,  liable  to 
retain  the  infection  of  the  ptagtie,  and  coming  from  the  Levant^ 
without  a  clean  bill  of  health,  shall  be  landed  in  amf  part  qf 
Great  Britain^  Src.  4^c. ;  unless  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
of  His  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors,  or  of  his  or  their  Privy  . 
Council,  that  the  said  goods  or  merchandises  have  been  sufEci-> 
ently  opened  and  aired  in  the  Lazarettos  of  Malta,  Ancona, 
Venice,  Messina,  Leghorn,  Genoa,  and  Marseilles,  or  one  of 
them."  (26  0«o.  II.  cap.  12.)  It  does  not  appear  that  quarantine 
or  Lazarettos  were  yet  established  at  Gibraltar. 

Dr.  P.  Russell  has  observed,  in  his  Treatise  on  the  Plague,  p. 
4457,  that  quarantine  had  never  before  undergone  such  deliberate 
discussion  in  parliament  as  at  this  period.  Until  1753,  the  subject 
was  never  taken  up  by  the  legislature,  but  when  it  was  pressed 
upon  them  by  some  immediate  urgency,  and  when  the  intensity 
of  actual  alarm  necessarily  led  to  the  adoption  not  of  the  soundest 
measures.  Unhappily,  upon  this  occasion,  the  absence  of  the 
usual  alarm  did  not  lead  to  the  adoption  of  measures  less  unsound  t 
for,  the  existence  of  contagion  being  as  usual  taken  for  granted^ 
without  inquiry,  the  foundation  of  the  proceedings  being,  as  for- 
merly, erroneous,  none  *of  the  regulations  emanating  from  themf 
could  be  correct.  The  act  now  deliberately  passed  was  but  zi 
repetition,  with  some  trivial  variations  of  those  of  1720, 1728^ 
and  1733,  as  these  were  almost  mere  transcripts  of  the  quarantine 
regulations  of  foreign  states. 

The  result  of  this  deliberate  discussion  was,  as  must  always 
happen  when  false  premises  are  assumed,  instead  of  improvement^ 
a  farther  progress  in  error.  Hitherto  passengers  in  ships  from 
Turkey  were  permitted  freely  to  land  in  the  first  port  which 
they  made  in  the  Channel.  But,  by  the  act  of  1754,  they  were* 
made  amenable  to  the  quarantine  laws,  and  to  such  orders  as 
they  might  receive  from  the  proper  officers.  The  quarantine  which 
passet^ers  are  now  obliged  to  perform  consists,  with  foul  bills  of  ^ 
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health,  of  forty-four  days,  exclusive  of  probationarj  days,  by 
which  the  sum  total  is  from  fifty  to  sixty  days.  But  according  to  the 
early  contagionists  themselves,  this  ordeal  is  superfluous :  and  even 
Dr.  Mead  has  admitted,  that,  "  if  there  be  no  sickness  in  the 
ship,  he  can  see  no  reason  why  the  men  should  perform  quaran- 
tine." (Discourse,  p.  77.)  And  if  there  be  no  necessity  for  the 
performance  of  quarantine,  on  the  part  of  the  persons  who  have 
imported  goods  from  Turkey,  what  can  be  the  necessity  that  it 
should  be  performed  by  the  goods  ?  If  these  goods  have  not 
been  known  to  propagate  sickness  among  the  persons  who  have 
taken  them  on  board,  and  discharged  them,  how  can  they  reasonably 
be  supposed  capable  of  propagating  it  ashore,  after  debarkation? 

Muratori,  another  decided  contagionist,  applying  his  observations 
to  Italy,  says :  <<  no  one  has  produced  a  true  and  solid,  reason  why 
Jbrty  days  of  quarantine  shbuld  be  necessary  for  expurgation. 
But,  taking  it  for  granted  that  infection  cannot  remain  above^ 
Jifteen  daysy  twenty  days  quarantine  is  sufficient  for  persons.  As 
to  goods  and  other  things,  however  highly  infected^  their  expurga* 
tion  may  be  completed  in  twenty-four  hours,  insomuch  that  they 
may  be  handled  with  perfect  safety  J*  lib.  i.  c.  12. 

If,  in  Italy,  which  is  less  than  half  the  distance  from  the 
Levant,  twenty  days  be  deemed  sufficient  quarantine  for  the 
expurgation  of  persons,  and  twenty-four  hours  for  the  purification 
of  goods,  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  conceive  upon  what  rational 
grounds,  according  to  their  own  doctrines,  the  partisans  of  conta- 
gion can  recommend  any  quarantine  to  be  performed  in  England, 
either  upon  goods  or  persons.  Let  it  also  be  recollected  that  this 
law  was  enacted,  after  an  experience  of  nearly  250  years,  from 
the  first  intercourse  with  Turkey,  during  which,  passengers  if  they 
desired  it,  were  constantly  landed  in  the  first  port  in  the  channel, 
and  without  any  mischief  ensuing. 

It  is  the  nature  of  accredited  error  to  increase  in  force,  and  to 
extend  in  mischievous  consequences.  <<  At  Marseilles  formerly 
(i.  e.  from  the  establishment  of  quarantine  in  1669  to  1720,  or  for 
fifty  years)  passengers,  with  clean  patents,  performed  a  quarantine 
of  five  or  six  days  only ;  but  at  present  (1720)  it  is  prolonged  to 
twenty i  znA  for  passengers  from  Constantinople  to  twenty-eight 
days.'*  Traite  de  la  Peste,  t.  ii.  p.  178.  It  might  be  difficult  to 
determine  whether  the  quadrupling  the  period  of  quarantine 
generally,  or  rendering  that  on  passengers,  from  Constantinople 
longer  than  on  persons  coming  from  other  places,  be  the  greatest 
absurdity.  This  latter  is  presuming  that  contagion  increases  in 
strength  in  proportion  to  the  distance,  which  it  has  travelled,  or 
that  the  contagion  of  the  metropolis  is  more  inveterate  than  that 
of  the  provinces.     It  would  be  less  irrational  to  infer  that  passenr 
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'gers  from  Smyrna  should  be  rendered  liable  to  a  quarantine  of 
longer  duration  than  those  from  Constantinople  in  the  inverse 
proportion  of  the  distance.  **  Mais  on  ne  finirait  pas,  si  on  voulait 
ramasser  toutes  les  contradictions  ou  le  systeme  de  la  contagion- a 
engage  ceux  quiJe  soutiennent."  Senac  p.  182. 

In  1754,  soon  after  the  quarantine  act  of  the  26  of  Geo.  II., 

the  sloop  Fawey,  Isaac  Clemens,  from  Algiers,  was  sunk '  at  sea^ 

by.order  of  Council.  (Ingram's  Historical  Account,  p.  197.)    Thus 

the  power  of  sinking  ships,  as  well  as  burning  goods,  was  exercised* 

,Upon  the  Levant  trade  being  laid  open  that  year,  it  was  thought 

necessary  to  enact  that  no  ships,  but  with  clean  bills  of  bealthf 

should  be  received  in  England,  excepting  such  as  had  previously 

performed  quarantine  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  ii  contagidfif  did 

such  a  thing  exist  in  respect  to  pestilence,  could  be  more  readily 

conveyed  in  private  ships,  than  in  ships  belonging  to  a  company  ! 

During  the  pestilence  of  174<3  at  Messina,  it  was  first  proposed 

to.  build  regular  Lazarettos  in  England ;  but  the  measure  was  not 

carried  into  effect.    In  the  same  year,  a  bill  for  laying  open  the 

Levant  trade  passed  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  rejected  by 

the. Lords,  probably  apprehending  that  greater  danger  would  exist 

of  introducing  infection  under  a  free  trade. 

In  1752,  when  the  measure  of  laying  open  the  Levant  trade, 
which  passed  into  a  law  the  following  year,  was  again  agitated, 
the  subject  of  Lazarettos  was  revived.  Chetney-hill  was  thought 
a  proper  site  for  such  an  establishment ;  and  plans  of  a  Lazaretto, 
with  estimates  of  the  charge  of  building,  and  of  maintaining  the  same, 
were  requested  in  an  address  to  His  Majesty,  to  which  a  gracious 
answer  was  returned :  but  nothing  was  in  consequence  done. 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,  vol.  26. 

In  the  year  1757  or  1758,  an  epidemic  prevailed  in  England, 
and  the  country  was  alarmed  by  reports  of  the  plague  prevailing 
in  Holland.  Dr.  Alexander  Russell  was  consulted  by  Lord  Chat- 
ham, then  minister  of  state,  and  took  a  journey  to  Holland,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  matter.  This  afiair  appears 
again  to  have  revived  the  subject  of  Lazarettos.  A  copy  of  a 
memorial,  apparently  drawn  up  by  the  desire  of  Lord  Chatham, 
.was  found  by  Dr.  Patrick  Russell  amongst  his  brother's  papers  ; 
and  a  letter  to  that  minister,  which  seems  to  have  accompanied 
the  memorial,  dated  the  28th  of  March  1758,  which  may  be 
found  at  p.  438  to  44fO  of  his  Treatise  of  the  Plague. 

In  1764  the  subject  was  again  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and,  in  March  1765,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  £.5000 
were  granted  to  His  Majesty  towards  building  a  Lazaretto 

Here  the  matter  appears  to  have  rested  until  1772,  when  an  act 
Mras  passed  explanatory  of  the  26th  of  Geo.  II.,  and  empowering. 
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the  Lords  lof  the  Treasury  to  purchaee  land^  &c.,  directing  die 
:£«5000  alceady  granted  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  nmibf 
and  die  deficiency  to  he  made  good  by  duties  levied,  on  mefdnnr 
/difie.    By  rthis  .act»  a  power  was  gi¥.en  to  erect  and  establish  per*- 
manent  Lazarettos  for  .the  reception  of  persons  and  ^Dods  %  but ' 
its  proii^siofis  were  not  carried  into  effect.    The  agitation  of  the 
question  at  this  period  appears  jto  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
caging  of  a  pestUencei  in  i770|  in  Wallachia,  and  some  parts  of 
f  oland:  for,  we  find,  diat  oipi  the  5th  of  October  of  that  year,  am 
jorder  was  issued  for  the  performance  of  a  quarantine  jof  fcoty  daysy 
Jby  aU  vessels,  persons  and  goods,  coming  from  Dantzlc,  or  other 
parts  of  royal  and  dttcal  Prussia,  or  Pomerania.  {Husseli's  Treat. 
p.  4<64.)    Upon  this  occasion^  tie  power  (^  appointing  proper 
places  for  quarantine  in  ike  outports  was  Uft  to  ike  discretion  of 
the  officers  rf the  customs :  and  it  was  probably  the  inconveniences 
arising  from  the  exerdse  of  this  anthority  that  occasumed  ^e 
subject  to  be  brought  into  parliament.  -  ■ 

in  Decesaber  1780,  tli^  plague  raging  m  the  Ukraine  and  VoU 
hinia,  regular  stations,  seven  in  England,  four  in  Scoiiand,  and 
two  in  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  were  appointed  for  the  performance 
of  quarantine.  (Russell!s  Treat,  p.  454«.)  j 

,  In  July  178S4  ioform^tion  having  been  received  of  a  pestilence 
Jaaving  appeared  on  the  borders  of  Poland,  a  quarantine  ^  40  days 
jwas  again  in^x)6ed  on  the  ships  of  Dantzic^  Prussia,  and  Pomera- 
nia. Neither  at  tfais  period,  nor  in  1770,  nor  17£0«  was  grw 
.exempted,  although,  in  .the  two  latter  years,  there  was  an  express 
exemption  in  favor  of  wine  and  oil,  which*  like  grain,  are  reckoned 
among  the  articles  not  susceptible  qfinfection*  (Russell's  Treat,  p. 
457.)  But,  in  consequence  of  a  threatened  famine  in  £dinbucgh» 
^nd  a  memorial  from  that  city,  the  restraint  of  quarantine  was, 
on  this  occasion,  xlirected  to  be  taken  off  all  vessels  laden  soldy 
with  grain. 

At  all  these  periods,  i^  was  a  general  rule  of  Council  to  in^pose 
a  full  quarantine  of  fortytdhys,  or  to  take  it  off  entirely.  (Russell's 
Treat,  p.  463.)  In  IJZd,  iapon  the  petition  of  certain  merchaspts 
fA  London,  trading  to  Hamburgh  and  Bremen,  the  restraint  of 
^quarantine  was  directed  to  be  taken  off  ships  from  these  places*  m 
November. 

Adverring  to  the  fluctuating  and  contradictory  orders  of  the  Fmy 
Council,  in  respect  to  quarantine^  Dr.  P.  Russell  (p.  45S— r4671 
takes  occasion  repeatedly  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  board  or 
health,  according  to  the  custom  of  foreign  nations.  ^^Th^n^* 
rantine  act,"  says  he,  <f  marking  the  great  lines  i>nly»  kaves  iS» 
details  and  execution  to  His  Majesty  in  Councfil ;  which,  dfffiarerU 
Jrom  the  practice  in .  most  other  cauntrics,  confutes,  the  ooif 
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Iroard  of  health  in  Britimi/'  (p.  4*53.)    Again :  <<  A  board,  whodift 
ronlf  business  had  been  die  regulating  of  quarantines,  "would  in  alt 
f>robabiiity  have  proceeded  upon  better  information,  would  have 
been  better  prepared  for  the  variotts  cases  that  present,  and  would 
not  have  issued  such  fluGtuating  orders/'  (p.  461.)  In  another  place 
he  says :  ^<  Upon  the  whole,  there  appears  reason  for  thinking, 
that  ike  numagement  of  quarantine  skfitdd  be  entrusted  to  a  council 
of  heaUh^  distinct  from  the  Priry  CounciL"  (p.  ^66.)    And  & 
little  farther :  ^  If ,  on  the  one  hand,  such  a  council,  inflexible  iui 
/well-fouttded  resolutions,  would  be  less  accessible  to  private  soiici- 
^tton ;  on  the  other,  the  merchant  would  know  better  on  what 
he  had  to  depend;  lie  would  be  less  disposed  to  speculate  hf 
wavering  orders,  and  would  have  less  to  fear  the  influence  c» 
powerful  intercessicm  obtaining  unequal  indulgencies*^    The  inevi- 
table hardships  upon  commerce,  in  suspected  times,  Would  be 
fomoion  to  all,  and  would  never  be  imposed  but  upon  solid 
presumptions  of  necessity.**  (p.  467.) 

I  agree  with  Dn  Russell  in  considering  the  discretionary  power 
ronferned  on  the  Privy  Council  by  the  quarantine  law,  as  wholl]^ 
iinoonstitutional,  and  altogether  improper;  (p.  505^)  and  I  farther 
assert  that  it  would  be  so  were  the  dangers,  which  it  was  the 
intention  to  obviate,  real.     But  I  do  not,  by  any  means,  agree 
with  him,  that  this  discretionary  power,  in  matters  of  quarantine4 
could  be  more  safely  entrusted  in  the  hands  of  a  council  of 
health,  or  diat  such  board,  composed  of  a  few  individuals  of  infe* 
rior  rank,  would  be  either  more  competent  to  the  duty  to  be 
performed,  or  less  accessible  to  the  operation  of  undue  motive^^ 
tiian  the  JPrivy  Council  of  the  nation.     Whilst  the  regulation  of  the 
whole  externd  commerce  of  the  country  is,  on  account  of  a  chimei^a, 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  any  tribunal,  it  is  much  better  that 
.the  power  of  restraint  should  remain  where  it  is,  than  descend  to 
inferior  hands.    The  two  Russells  (Alexander  and  Patrick,  bro- 
thers) bad,  from  their  long  residence  in  Turkey,  been  accounted 
leading  authorities  upon  the  subject ' dP^tke *|dague«    But,  besides 
having  their  minds  super-saturated  with'  the  general  error  of  con- 
tagion, it  is  quite  obvious,  from  what  I  have  already  quoted  from 
X)r.  P.  Russell's  Tr^rise,  as  well  as  from  some  passages  of  Dr.  A* 
Russell^s  Letter  to  Lord  Chatham,  that  the  establishment  of  a 
boaxd  of  health  in  London,  subjected  to  medical  jurisdiction,  was 
an  object  which  they  had  much  at  heart.     This  inference  is 
rlearly  deducible  from  the  following  passage  especially :   <<  The 
.whole  of  the  health  officers,  throughout  the  kingdom,  ought  to  be 
4inder  the  direction  of  the  board  of  health  in  London,  consisting 
chiefly  of  gentlen^en,  who  have  seen  something  of  quarantine 
abfToad,  and  mio  trnmld  be  in4u(ped  by  their  puUic  spirit  to  sevffe 
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xvithoutsalaries.     To  these  should,  be  added  a  secrelafyyznd  •. a 
physiciaUf  to  assist  in  giving  the  proper  directons,  and  to  visit 
the  Lazarettos  in  cases  of  eme?*gena/,'*  (p.  440.)    Who  were  the 
persons  in  view  for  secretary  and  physician  is  very  obvious  :  and 
it  is  equally  evident  that,  with  the  almost  unlimited  discretionary 
powers  with  which  it  was  in  contemplation  that  they  should  be 
investedy  no  responsibility  could- be  imposed,  which  ccoild  prevent 
this  board,  but   particularly  the   secretary,  and   still  imore  the 
physician,  from  engrossing,  in  such  a  case,  an  unlimited  authority 
and  patronage,  amounting  even  to  a  complete  despotism  over  the 
whole  of  the  exterior  commerce  of  Great  Britain.     This  was 
certainly  a  gigantic  project;  and  had  it  succeeded^  the  boundaries 
pf  contagion  would  probably  have  been  extended  to  the  Chinese 
and  the  Indian  seas.     But  owing  to  the  reluctance  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  part  with  any  share  .of  the  authority  and  patronage, 
:which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  :  exercise,  it  happily  failed. 
The  physician  too,  it  may  be  observed,  was  only  to  visit  the 
L9zaretto9,  in  cases  of  emet^gemy  J    In  this,  as  well  as  in  every 
thing  else,  in  which  England  has  aped  thecouncils  of  foreign, 
and  in  general  slavish  nations,  she  has  done  wrong.     We  shall  see 
presently  that  Dr.  P.  Russell  was  one  of  the  principal  authors  of  the 
quarantine  regulations  established  in  this  country  in  1800,  and 
afterwards  revised,  and,  with  some  trivial  alterations,  confirmed, 
in  1805. 

In  the  year  1 788,  an  act  was  passed  (28  Geo.  III.  cap.  34) 
'<  more  efFectually  to  secure  the  performance  of  quarantine,  and  for 
amending  several  laws  relating  to  the  revenue  of  customs."  (Russ. 
p.  581.) 

^  *  By  an  act  passed  in  the  38th  of  Geo.  III.  c.  99,  some  of  the 
regulations  of  the  26  of  Geo.  II.  c.  6,  for  the  performance  of 
quarantine,  are  amended.  This  act  (38  Geo.  III.  c.  99.)  was 
intitled,  <<  An  act  to  encourage  the  trade  into  the  Levant  seas,  by 
providing  a  more  convenient  mode  of  performing  quarantine,  &c." 
Its  particular  object  was  to  authorise  snips  and  vessehi  without  clean 
bills  of  health,  to  proceed  to  England,  and  to  do  quarantine  there, 
instead  of  being  obliged,  as  formerly,  to  perform  it  in  some  of  the 
Lazarettos  of  the  Mediterranean.  Under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council, 
to  consider  and  prepare  regulations  of  quarantine  applicable  to  the 
change  of  circumstances.  This  committee  consisted  of  eleven 
members,  G.  Baker,  L.  Pepys,  F.  Gisbome,  A.  S.  Hamond,  Pat 
Russell,  Jas.  Johnston,  GU.  Blane,  J.  Robertson  Barclay,  Tho. 
Boone,  E.  Lee,  and  J.  Green ;  the  first  nine  physicians,  and  the 
two  last  Levant  merchants.  They  made  a  report  on  the  2d  of 
April  1800,  consisting  of  58  pages,  founded  chiefly  :on  the  26th 
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Geo.  IL.c.  69  the  38th  of  Geo.  III.,  c.  99».and  the  quarantine 
regulations  established  in  the  Mediterranean*  and  particularly  at 
Venice»  as  detailed  in  Howard's  account  of  the  principal  Laza- 
rettos of  Europe.  This  quarantine  committee  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  enter,  into  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  validity  of 
the  doctrine  upon  which  the  regulations,  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  propose,  were  to  be  founded.  Taking  their  validity  im- 
plicitly for  granted,  they  promulgated  an  immense  and  most 
pernicious  system  upon  an  entirely  imaginary  foundation.  Amongst 
other  equally,  ridiculous,  but  expensive  regulations,^  they  recom- 
mended (art.  iv.)  that  a. frigate  should  be  fitted  up,  as  an  hospital 
ship,  at  Standgate  Creek,  with  a  compliment  of  medical  men ; 
although,  if  they  had  inquired,  they  would,  have  found  that  there 
are  seldom  any  sick  of  any  disease  amongst  the  crews  of  the  ships 
detained  in  quarantine  ;  and  (art.  v.)  that  a  small  vessel  should 
be  fitted  up  at  St.  Helen's  Pool  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  ill  of 
ihe  plague ;  although,  if  they  had  inquired,  they  might  have  as- 
certained, from  custom-house  returns, . that  no  person  had. ever 
arrived,  in  any  ship  or  vessel,  at  any  period  of  time,  in  any  port  of 
England,  laboring  under  that  malady,  or  was  afterwards  seized 
widh  it  whilst  in  quarantine,  or  in  the  course  of  expurgating 
goods  in  the  Lazarettos. 

After  the  usual  repetition  and  classification,  upon  grounds 
purely  arbitrary,  of  articles  susceptible  in  the  first  degree,  sus- 
ceptible in  the  second  degree,  and  not  susceptible  of  contagion, 
the  committee  conclude  with  the  following  recommendation : 
*«The  committee  humbly  beg  leave  therefore  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  your  Lordships,  that  it  may  be  advisable  to  con- 
struct (as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be)  a  Lazaret  on  Chetney 
hill,  where  land  has  already  been  purchased  by  government  for 
that  purpose,  upon  a  plan  capable  of  embracing  every  object : 
to  which  it  may  be  advisable,  for  the  more  expeditious  deter- 
mination of  quarantine  questions  in  general,  to  appoint  a  council, 
or  board  of  health,  composed  of  competent  persons,  who  should 
correspond  with  all  British  consuls  in  foreign  parts,  and  to 
whom  all  quarantine  questions  should  be  referred  in  the  first 
instance,  for  their  report  to  the  privy  council;  the  whole  will 
then  form  an  establishment  becoming  the  importance  of  this 
great  commercial  country,  and  such  as  will  efl^ctually  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  health  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  in 
regard  to  matters  of  quarantine,  will  place  this  country  in  a 
situation  entirely  independent  of  every  other  state  whatsoever  NT' 

In  conformity  with  this  advice^  an  act  was  passed  (40th  Geo. 
in.  c.  80)  "for  erecting  a  lazaret  on  Chetney  hill,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  and  for  reducing  into  one  act  the  laws  relating  tq.quaran* 


432  D  r«  Maclean  m  the  [  18 

tine^  and  for  making  farther  provisions  therein ;"  and  sixty<<£Te 
thousand  pounds  were  granted  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  for 
carrying  its  provisions  into  effect. 

This  report  bears  marks  of  having  been  principally  the  work- 
manship of  Dr.  Russell)  who,  as  having  what  is  called  practical 
knondedge  of  the  fables  and  traditions  of  Italy  and  the  Levant,  wa8> 
as  I  have  said,  deemed  high  authority  on  the  subject*  One  of 
the  members  (Sir  Lucas  Pepys)  was  for  giving  a  preference  to  the 
£xcellent  Lazaretto  on  the  island  of  Minorca,  then  in  our  posses- 
sion, having  double  waUs  of  thirty  feet  high  I  This  proposition, 
which  is  in  reality  perfectly  ridiculous,  would,  however,  have 
been  the  least  unwise,  had  there  been  any  truth  whatever  in  the 
doctrine  of  contagion.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  although  the 
Privy  Council,  and  the  Legislature,  thought  proper  to  adopt  the 
proposition  of  the  quarantine  committee,  respecting  the  building 
of  a  Lazaretto  on  Chetney  hill,  they  did  not  think  fit  to  adopt 
that,  which  concerned  the  appointment  of  a  council  of  health. 
This  would  have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  Privy  Council,  to  give 
the  staff  of  authority  out  of  their  hands :  it  would  have  been  a 
ispecies  of  political  suicide,  in  so  far  as  that  branch  of  authority 
was  concerned. 

The  funds  already  assigned  fof  the  purpose  of  building  a  land 
Lazaretto,  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  tlie  establishments, 
being  found  insufficient,  a  farther  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds 
was  granted  by  an  act  of  the  44th  of  Geo  III.  (1804.)  This  com^ 
pleted  100,000/. 

On  the  12th  of  March  1805  was  passed  «  An  act  for  making 
further  provision  for  the  effectual  performance  of  quarantine." 
(45  Geo.  III.  cap.  10.)  This  is  the  last  of  the  extraordinary 
laws,  which  have  been  enacted  on  this  extraordinary  subject,  as 
far  as  relates  to  th^  prevention  of  importation.  In  conformity 
^ith  this  law,  a  set  of  regulations  for  the  performance  of  qua- 
rantine, in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagion  into  this 
kingdom,  was  promulgated  by  an  order  in  council,  dated  the  5th 
of  April  1805,  which,  with  such  alterations  as  from  time  to 
time  have  to  the  Privy  Council  seemed  expedient,  are  now  in 
force.  But  notwithstanding  this  mass  of  legislation,  and  of 
official  regulations,  and  after  the  expenditure  of  probably  200,0001 
^pon  a  land  Lazaret,  the  idea  seems  to  be  now  wholly  abandoned  | 
ifor  the  lands  and  buildings  of  Chetney  hill  were  in  1819,  after  I 
had  proved  the  absurdity  of  the  doctrine  of  contagion  before 
a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  advertised  for  public  sale^ 
and  I  have  understood  actually  sold  for  a  mere  trifle.  This  stop- 
^ge  of  expenditure  has  been  one  of  the  good  efiects  already  pro- 
duced by  my  labors.    But,  how  mucl^  wiser  would  it  have  txtOi 
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to  have  instituted  some  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  doctrine^ 
upon  which  such  regulations  and  expenditure  were  founded,  before 
they  were  actually  adopted !     I  make  this  remark,  because  it  sip- 
pears,  from  some  observations  of  the  board  of  health,  appointe4   - 
at    this    period,  (1805)  <<  to  consider  and  report   the  measures 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt,  in  case  the  plague  or  other 
infectious  disease,  attended  with  great  mortality,  shall  pass  the 
barrier  of  the  quarantine^  and  actually  appear  amongst  us,"  that 
they  were  not  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  doctrines,  which  I 
bad  published,  upon  this   subject,  in    1796^  in  India,  and  wdich 
had  been  also  republished  in  America,  and  in  various  parts  of 
Europe.     <<  In  considering  a  svigect  of  this  kindy^  says  the  Board, 
in  their  second  report  to  the  Privy  Council, '« it  is  obvious,  that  we 
must  not  risk  the  lives  of  our  felUm-creatures,  through  a  confidence, 
in  any  speculative  opinions^  *mhich  want  the  sanction  of  experience/* 
If  the  board  had  taken  due  pains  to  investigate  the  opinions,  which 
they  represent  as  speculative,  they  could  not  have  avoided  per- 
ceiving  that  they  were,  on  the    contrary,  conclusions  logically, 
deduced  from  undeniable  premises,  whilst  the  opinions  which  they 
have  chosen  to  take  for  granted,  considering  them  as  founded 
upon  what  they  call  the  experience,  (meaning  the  practice)  of  ages^ 
are  but  vague  or  baseless  traditions, — mere  inventions  of  the  mos^ 
barbarous  times ;  and  that,  whilst,  by  the  practices  which  they 
recommend,  sickness  and  death  are  variously  multiplied  amongst 
mankind,  the  results  of  the  application  of  the  opposite  doctrines^ 
would  be  to  decrease  the  ordinary  sickness  and  mortality,  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  render  pestilences  comparatively  trivial  evils.     This? 
board  was  composed  of  the  following  members :  A.  S.  Hamond,  F*- 
Milman,  A.  Munro,  Lucas  Pepys,  J.  Hunter,  H.  R.  Reynolds,  W, 
Heberden,  J.  N.  Harness,  and  Jas.  Hervy,  segretary*  Two  of  these,; 
A.  S.  Hamond,  and  Lucas  Pepys,  had  been  members  of  the  quaran- 
tine committee  in  1800.  Dr.  Kussell  was,  I  believe,  dead.  The  re- 
ports of  the  board  of  health  were  dated  ti.e  SOth  of  April,  and  the 
15th  of  May,  1605.     Their  merits,  according  to  the  plan  whicb 
I  have  adopted,  fall  to  be  considered  under  the  following  head. 

;  in. — Measures  for   preventing  the    propagation    or 

SPREADING  OF  PESTILENTIAL  CONTAGION ;  OR  LINES  OF  CIR- 
CUMVALLATION,  ditches,  CORDONS  OF  TROOPS,  SHUTTINQ  UP; 
THE  bICK  IN  THEIR  HOUSES,  COMPELLING  THEM  TO  LEAVE 
THEIR  HOME»,  IMMURING  THEM  IN  PEST  HOUSES,  AND,  IN  GENE- 
RAL, ALL  MODES  OF  SEPARATION,  SECLUSION  AND  RESTRICTION. 

<<  It  would  seem  as  if  there  was  little  observable  d^ercnce  in  the 
mode  of  its  termination  (that  of  the  plague)  in  cities,  where  puri- 
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fication  was  practised^  and  where  it  was  not."   Russell*s  Treat.  ' 
p.  282. 

ThuSf  notwithstanding  the  confidence  and  solemnity,  with  which 
masses  of  regulations  have  been  obtruded  on  the  world,  to  prevent 
the  propagation  of  a  nonentity,  even  those  who  have  most  stronjgly 
recommended  them,  are  to  be  found  acknowleging,  in  point  of 
fact,  their  inefficiency.  But  in  the  observation  which  I  have 
quoted,  Dr.  Russell  is  quite  wrong.  The  difl^rence  is  both  great 
and  observable  between  cities  where  purification  is  practised,  and 
where  it  is  not  \  but  it  is,  tceieris  jmiihus^  strongly  in  favor  of  those 
places,  where  no  precautions  are  employed  by  public  authorities, 
to  prevent  the  propagation  of  an  iniaginary  virus^  and  in  -  which 
the  doctrine  of  contagion,  in  epidemic  diseases,  is  either  not  known, 
or  not  believed,  by  the  people,  or  by  the  faculty. 

*«In  the  16th  and  17th  centuries,"  says  the  same  writer  (Treat, 
p.  4«78),  "the  orders  and  regulations  respecting  the  infected,  seem 
to  have  been  iissued  in  royal  proclamations,  or  by  the  municipal 
officers,  in  towns ;  and  in  the  country^  by  thejustices  of  the  peace ; 
but  all  under  the  sanction  of  the  king  in  council.  How  it  was 
managed  in  times  still  more  re):note,"  he  adds,  "  doeis  not  appear." 
It  certainly  does  not  appear  ;  for  this  very  sufficient  reason,  that, 
<<  in  times  still  more  remote,''  it  was  not  managed  at  all.  The 
precautions  of  1582  are,  in  respect  to  Ehglandj  the  earliest  we 
find  upon  record ;  and  they  were  not  imperative,  but  simply  recom- 
mendatory. That  year  being  a  year  of  plague  in  London,  the 
lord  treasurer  sent  an  order  to  Sir  Thomas  Blanke,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  to  make  a  catalogue  of  all  the  victualling  houses  that  were 
infected,  to  set  up  publicly,  that  all  strangers  resorting  to  London 
might  avoid  setting  up,  or  lodging  at  those  houses;  and  so  to  do, 
from  two  months  to  two  months.  (City  Remembrancer,  i.  263.) 
This  is  the  first  measure  that  I  have  met  with  in  the  shape  of  an 
official  interference  in  England,  concerning  pestilence,  as  presum- 
ed to  depend  upon  contagion :  and,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  there 
was  here  no  compulsion,  either  in  respect  to  shutting  up  of  houses, 
or  to  removing  of  persons  supposed  to  be  infected  from  their 
houses,  to  be  sent  to  lazarettos  or  pest  houses.  It  was  nothing 
but  a  simple  warning  to  strangers,  to  avoid  places  supposed  to  be 
infected ;  and  this  appears  to  have  reference,  according  to  the  an- 
cient and  proper  meaning  of  the  word,  to  "  infection"  of  the  air, 
with  which  contagion  was  never  until  lately  confounded.  It  was 
not  until  1592  that,  by  an  order  in  council,  issued  by  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, sick  persons  were  ordered  to  be  confined  to  their  houses, 
which  appears  to  have  been  the  first  compulsory  measure  of  the 
kind.   (Orders  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1592.) 

Qn  the  30th  of  July  160^,  being  a  year  of  plague  in  LondoHi 
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an  order  in  council  was  issued  by  King  Jameis  I.  against  the  infec- 
tion  of  the  plague,  consisting  of  a  number  of  articles,  drawn  up 
with  great  care.  Advice  was  also  published  by  the  College  of 
Physicians,  and  orders  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  by  di- 
rection of  the  Privy  Council.  These  were  republished  with  very  lit- 
tle variation,  in  the  subsequent  plagues,  in  1625,  1636,  and  1665. 
See  certain  necessary  directions  of  the  College  of  Physicians;  Sun- 
dry orders  of  His  Majesty;  Select  Statutes,  &c.,  London,  1636» 
An  order  was  also  issued,  in  1603,  by  the  same  monarch,  **  strict- 
ly prohibiting  all  ecclesiastics,  and  others,  from  publishing  an 
opinion  that  the  plague  was  not  infectious,  or  that  it  was  a  vain 
thing  not  to  resort  to  the  hifected."     (Orders,  Jac.  I.  Art.  16.) 

In  1604>,  the  year  immediately  succeeding,  it  was,  for  the  first 
time,  thought  proper  to  support  the  royal  regulations  by  an  ex- 
press statute.  By  this  statute  it  is  enacted,  <<  that  if  any  person 
infected  with  the  plague,  or  dwelling  in  any  infected  house,  be 
commanded  by  the  mayor,  constable,  or  other  head  officer  of  his 
town,  or  vill,  to  keep  his  house,  and  shall  venture  to  disobey  it ; 
he  may  be  enforced  by  the  watchmen  appointed  on  such  melan''- 
choly  occasions,  to  obey  such  necessary  command  :  and  if  any  hurt 
ensue  by  such  enforcement,  the  watchmen  are  thereby  indemnified. 
And  further,  if  such  person  so  commanded  to  confine  himself, 
goes  abroad,  and  converses  in  company,  if  he  has  no  plague  sor^ 
upon  him,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  vagabond^  by  whippings  and 
be  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  :  but,  if  he  has  any  infectious  sore 
upon  him  uncured,  he  then  shall  be  guilty  of  felony  ^^  Blackst. 
Com.  vol.  iv.  b.  4.  c.  13. 

This  bill  was  passed,  after  some  opposition,  on  the  16thof  June^ 
with  certain  amendments  made  by  the  Lords,  in  exemption  of  the 
Universities.  Its  continuance  was  limited  to  the  commencement 
of  the  first  session  of  the  following  parliament.  But  by  subsequent 
aiAs  it  was  further  continued ;  and,  in  the  16th  of  Charles  I.,  (164<Q) 
«  from  thenceforth  until  some  other  act  of  parliament  be  made 
touching  its  continuance  or  discontinuance." 

In  1665,  in  October,  the  plague  raging  in  London,  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a  bill  to  supply  the  defects  of  that  of  1604.  It  passed  the  Com.* 
mons.  But  amendments  being  made  by  the  Lords,  to  which  the 
Commons  did  not  think  fit  to  assent,  and  the  session  terminating, 
the  matter  dropt,  and  was  never  afterwards  resumed.  Consequently 
the  statute  of  James  I.  respecting  internal  regulations  for  prevent- 
ing the  spreading  of  the  infection  of  the  plague,  remained  still  iu 
force. 

On  the  subject  of  the  projected  bill,  in  1665,  several  conferen 
ce«  werebeld  between  the  two  houses  of  parliament.-  ^  What  were 
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the  matters  agitated  in  them  does  not  appear  from  the  journals  of 
the  Commons :  but  from  the  journals  of  the  Lords,  we  learn  that 

'  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  on  the  SOth  of  Octoberi  reported  to  the 
house,  <<  that  the  committee  had  considered  the  bill  for  making 
further  provision  for  such  as  be  infected  with  the  plague.'^  Their 
Ijordships  added  two  provisos,  and  proposed  some  alterations  and 
amendments,  which  were  offered  to  the  judgment  of  the  house. 
These  provisos  consisted  in  inhibiting  pest  houses  and  burying 
grounds  to  be  stationed  near  the  houses  of  peers,  and  exempting 
peers'  houses  from  being  shut  up  at  the  discretion  of  constables. 
(Russell's  Treat,  p.  58S.)  The  Commons  adhering  to  their  former 
votes,  the  aff*air  ended.  In  coincidence  with  the  provisos  here 
prq>osed  by  the  Lords,  Dr.  Mead,  at  a  subsequent  period,  recom* 
mended  that  the  richf  who  might  happen  to  be  infected,  should  be 
transported  to  their  country  houses,  instead  of  being  sent  to  Laza* 
rettos ;  as  if  contagion,  did  it  exist,  would  not  as  readily  spread 

*  from  the  rich  as  from  the  poor !  (Mead's  Discourse,  p.  99.)  In  con* 
formity  with  the  same  principle,  some  modem  functionaries  have 
considered  it  quite  harmless  that  they  themselves  should  land,  im- 
mediately upon  arriving  in  port,  from  ships,  of  which  the  crews 
jbave  been  held  bound  to  perform  quarantine,  as  if  they  had  the 
privilege  of  being  non-conductors  of  that  contagion^  which  they 
imagine  others  cannot  avoid  propagating.  The  doctrine  of  the 
original  contagionists  at  Trent  was  very  different*  They  alleged 
contagion  had  a  stronger  attraction  for  people  of  condition  than  for 
.Other  persons.  But  all  these  modifications  had  their  particular 
purposes  to  serve.  See  also  the  First  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Health  of  1805,  p.  131. 

The  act  of  Queen  Anne  "  to  oblige  ships  coming  from  places 
infected  more  effectually  to  perform  their  quarantine,"  related  to 
the  prevention  of  the  importation  of  contagion  from  certain  places 
only,  and  did  not  include  the  commerce  of  the  Levant^  or  com^ 
prehend  any  internal  regulations  for  preventing  the  spreading  of 
disease.  But  in  January^  1721,  under  the  influence  of  the  panic 
occasioned  by  the  plague  of  Marseilles,  which  had  just  terminated, 
an  act  was  passed,  (7  Geo.  L)  intitled :  «  An  act  for  repealing 
an  act  (Queen  Anne's)  for  the  better  preventing  the  plague 
being  brought  from  foreign  parts  into  Great  Britain,  or  Irc^kindv 
or  tl^  Isles  of  Guernsey,  &c.  &c.,  and  to  hinder  the  spreading  of 
infection^  This  act  gave  power  to  remove  persona  from  their 
habitations,  and  to  make  lines  about  places  supposed  to  be  infected. 
A  petition  against  these  clauses  was  presented  by  the  city  of 
London ;  and,  upon  the  bill,  which  was  introduced  for  their  re* 
peal,  being  in  the  first  instance  rejected,  a  spirited  protest  was  en- 
tered on  the  journals  of  the  Lords^  by  Earl  Cowper,  and  Lordif 
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Balillrstt  North,  and  Grey.  At  length,  in  February  1722,  an 
^KiSU^s$f  repealing  the  aforesaid  clauses  of  the  act  of  the  7th  of 
{ieo.l4^^  i^os  much  as*'  (according  to  the  preamble  of  ^e  bill,) 
.  ^<  tiiepawfyt  and  authorities  mentioned  in  the  said  recited  act,  might 
be  verjf  ^fweom  to  ti^  subjects  of  this  kingdom^ 

The  wiriciary  power  of  shutting  sick  people  up  in  their  houses, 
given  by  Ae'att  of  James  I.,  and  that  of  rembring  diem  by  com- 
pulsion {vocBL  their  habitations,  conferred  by  the  7tb  of  Geo.  I., 
were  ^uaily  a  violatiofi  of  th^  principles  of  public  liberty,  and 
of  the  British  constitution,  which  would  have  been  unjustifiable 
if  contagion  had  been  proved  to  exist,  and  th^^se  measures  had  been 
proved  to  be  a  remedy.  Such  a  despotism  no  circumstances 
could  justify.  But^  to  enact  laws  so  arbitrary,  without  previous 
proof  of  the  existence  of  the  alleged  e?il,  or  of  the  efficiency  of 
tile  proposed  remedy,  must  be  admitted  to  be  most  extraordinary 
legislation. 

Previous  to  1645,  several  opportunities  occurred  of  calling  into 
action  the  obnoxious  clauses  of  the  act  of  James  I. ;-  but  non^ 
since  that  period.  By  that  law,  it  was  nude  felony  to  be  found 
abroad  with  an  infectious  (meaning  a  contagjk>us)  sore.  What 
proof  was  required  of  a  sore  being  contagious  I  know  not.  The 
constables  were,  I  presume,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  the  judges ! 

In  1805,  a  board  of  health  was  appointed,  as  has  been  al- 
ready stated,  in  London.  This  board,  agreeably  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  privy  council,  presented  two  reports,  founded  on  the 
usual  assumptions,  dated  the  30th  of  April,  and  15th  of  May,  con- 
risting  of  an  <<  outline  of  a  plan  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
tite  plague,  or  other  contagious  diseases."  The  act  of  4he  45th 
of  Geo.  III.  cap.  10,  and  an  order  in  council  founded  4ipon  it, 
dated  the  5th  of  April  1805,  together  with  these  two  reports  of 
the  board  of  health,  are  the  foundation  of  the  regulations  of  sani- 
tary police  now  in  force  in  England.  They  are  drawn  up  princi- 
pally after  the  model  of  those  established  abroad,  of  which  a  de- 
scription will  be  found  in  Howard's  <(  Account  of  the  Principal 
Lazarett5s  of  Europe/' 

But  neither  in  the  act  of  the  45th  of  Geo.  III.,  nor  in  the  order 
of  council  of  the  5th  of  April  1805,  nor  in  the  two  reports  of 
die  board  of  health,  of  the  SOth  of  April,  and  15th  of  May,  of  the 
same  year,  is  it  declared  that  persons  shall  be  taken  by  compulsion 
from  their  homes,  and  shut  up  in  pest  houses.  The  clauses,  con- 
ferring this  unconstitutional  power,  as  first  introduced  in  the  act 
of  the  Tth  of  Geo.  I.,  were,  as  I  have  stated,  repealed  by  an  act  of 
the  following  year  \  and  the  power  only  remained  of  shutting  up 
persons  aflFected  in  their  own  houses,  as  conferred  by  the  act  of 
James  L  (1604?.)    The  board  of  health  of  1805,  indeed*  report, 
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that,  <^  after  the  disease  has  spread,  the  number  of  the  sick  ren« 
dering  it  impracticable  to  provide  adequately  for  them,  while  they 
are  dispersed  in  different  parts,  or  to  remove  all  the  other  in- 
habitants from  every  infected  (meaning  contagioned)  house,  it 
becomes  expedient  to  carry  the  sick,  as  early  as  possible,  to  some 
temporary  hospital,  unless  their  situation  in  Itfe  enable  them  to 
provide ^fin*  themselves,  without  risk  to  the  public,  in  a  manner  that 
shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  magistrates.*'  Besides  the  desperate 
nonsense  of  supposing  riches  to  enable  persons  to  prevent  a  conta- 
gion spreading  from  themselves,  which  would  spread  from  the 
poor,  as  no  law  existed  to  authorise  compulsion  in  this  case,  the 
plan  recommended  could  not  be  carried  into  effect.  The  power 
of  removing  sick  persons,  by  compulsion,  from  their  habitations, 
and  of  immuring  them  in  hospitals,  or  pest-houses,  granted  by  the 
act  of  the  7th  of  Geo.  I.,  was  a  measure  so  perfectly  odious,  even 
in  idea,  that  it  was,  as  has  been  stated,  very  shortly  afterwards 
repealed*  It  was  never  in  any  instance  acted  upon  in  Great 
Britain,  until  it  was  revived,  as  applied  to  Ireland,  by  the  act  of 
the  58di  of  Geo.  III.,  cap.  47,  in  the  year  18 18.  To  justify  such 
a  law,  it  would  by  no  means  be  sufficient  that  pestilence  should 
be  proved  to  be  propagated  by  means  of  a  specific  contagion :  it 
would  be  further  necessary  to  show,  that  all  diseases  so  propa- 
gated are  necessarily  fatal.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  law  for 
me  establishment  ox  fever  hospitals.  Sec.  in  Ireland,  I  explained  at 
considerable  length,  to  the  various  authorities  engaged  in  the 
investigation,  the  mischievous  nature  of  such  an  enactment,  and 
did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  this  preposterous  bill 
from  passing  into  a  law.  The  event  has  confirmed  the  correctness 
of  my  reasoning.  The  failure  was  complete.  In  the  hope  that  the 
authors  of  this  absurd  and  destructive  measure  are  now  so  heartily 
ashamed  of  it,  that  they  will  themselves  be  the  first  to  propose  its 
repeal,  I  shall  at  present  abstain  from  all  comment  which  might 
be  superfluous  upon  so  disagreeable  a  subject ;  merely  observingi 
that,  notwithstanding  repeated,  and  urgent,  and  well-founded  re- 
monstrances  on  my  part,  this  law,  with  respect  to  Ireland^  like  all 
tft  predecessors,  was  passed  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the 
existence  of  the  evil  which  it  professed  to  remedy.  Its  existence 
was  taken  for  granted,  on  an  authority  which,  as  I  have  elsewhere 
shown,  was  also  assumed.'  On  faith  alone,  have  these  regulations 
of  quarantine  or  sanitary  laws,  for  upwards  of  two  hundred  yean, 
been  allowed^  under  various  modifications,  to  rest. 

We  now  come  down  to  the  aera,  at  which  the  validity  of  the 

■  The  authority  of  ihe  ancients.  See  my  ''  Reasons  for  coocluding  that 
the  doctrine  of  Pestilential  Contagion  could  not  have  been  known  to  the 
Ancients,  &c."  published  in  the  London  Medical  Eepository  for  Febniar}' 
and  March  18t3. 
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doctrine  of  pestilential  contagion  waS|  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  theworld,  even  partially  submitted  to  a  formal,  although 
a  delusive,  investigation.     Upon  my  return  from  Constantinople, 
in  January   1816,  after  having,  by  actual  experiment,  obt^ned 
practical  confirmation  in  what  has  vulgarly  and  improperly  been 
termed  <<  the  Plague  of  the  Levant,"  of  the  validity  of  my  previous 
theoretical  demonstration  of  the  non-existence  of  pestilential  con- 
tagion, I  entered  into  correspondence  with,  and  made  reports 
upon  die  subject  of  my  researches,  to  various  branches  of  the  ad- 
ministration.    This  correspondence  led  to  a  reference  of  the  re- 
sults of  my  researches,  by  the  Privy  Council,  to  the  College  of 
Physicians,  in   1818 ;    and  their    reports  not  being  considered 
decisive  of  the  question,  the  subject  was,  early  in  1819,  referred 
to  a  select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.    I  shall  here 
consider  only  such  parts  of  the  reports  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians to  the  Privy  Council,  and  of  that  of  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  relate  more  immediately  to  the  Quarantine 
or  Sanitary  laws.     On  this  subject,  the  College  report,  March  SI, 
1818 :  <<  The  doctrine  of  contagion  appears  to  us  to  be  wholly 
*  unshaken'  by  any  argument  which  Dr.  Maclean  has  advanced ; 
at  the  same  time  we  think  it  probable  that  some  of  the  personal 
restrictions  enforced  in  the  establishments  for  quarantine^  might  be 
modified^  without  risk  to  the  public  safety,^*    Here  the  two  limbs 
of  the  same  short  sentence  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  each 
Other.    If  the  doctrine  of  contagion  were  confirmed,  and  if  the 
usual  sanitary  precautions  were  justifiable  and  efficient,  it  could 
not  possibly  happen  that  these  precautions  <<  might  be  modified,"  by 
which  the  college  doubtless  mean  being  mitigated,  <<  without  risk 
to  the  public  safety."     On  the  contrary,  did  the  public  safety  in 
any  degree  depend  upon  the  precautions  in  question,  they  could 
not  be  too  rigidly  enforced ;  and  in  such  case,  instead  of  being 
modified,  they  ought  to  be  carried  to  the  highest  degree  of  strict- 
ness  of  which  they  are  susceptible.     This  glaring  inconsistency  of 
the  College  renders  their  opinion  on  this  point  of  no  value.     In 
another '  place,  I  shall  more  particularly  point  out  the  invalidity 
and  absurdity,  as  well  as  the  unfairness  of  their  reply  to  the  Privy 
Council,  concerning  my  work  on  epidemic  diseases,  as  it  respects 
the  main  question  of  contagion  ;  intending  to  confine  myself  here 
to  what  strictly  relates  to  the  quarantine  laws. 

The  select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  inform  us, 
that  <<  they  abstain  from  giving  any  opinion  on  the  nature  and 
application  of  the  quarantine  regulations,  as  not  falling  within  the 
scope  of  inquiry  to  which  they  have  been  directed"  (Report,  4th 
July  1819).  This  seems  a  very  inexplicable  conclusion.  Con- 
•fderlng  that  the  College,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  had  declared 
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themselves  of  opinion  that  these  regulations  might  be  modified 
<'  without  risk  to  the  public  safety, **  and  that    the    individual 
witnesses  examined  by  the  Committee,  who  expressed  any  opinion 
ott  the  subject,  were  equally  favorable  to  a  mitigation  of  them ; 
and  more  especially,  since,  as  I  shall  presently  show,  some  part  of 
the  evidence  adduced  would  have  justified,  or  rather  required,  the 
abolition  of  quarantine  in  England,  as  far  as  regards  our  inter- 
course with  Turkey,  even  if  the  plague  of  that  country  were  un- 
doubtedly propagated  by  a  specific  virus;  under  these  circum- 
stances, and  seeing  that  to  ascertain  the  validity  or  non-validity, 
of  the  doctrine  of  contagion,  in  the  plague,  could  have  legislatively 
no  result,  excepting  as  it  might  affect  the  regulations  of  quarantine; 
it  cannot  but  be  deemed  extraordinary  that  the  Committee  should 
have  regarded  these  regulations  <<  as  not  falling  within  the  scope 
of  inquiry  to  which  they  had  been  directed."     For  what  other 
purpose  was  the  Committee  instituted  ?  Surely  it  could  not  have 
been  for  the  mere  gratification  of  an  idle  curiosity  that  they  were  to 
Occupy  nearly  a  whole  session  in  inquiring  into  the  validity  of  the 
doctrine  of  contagion  in  the  plague*     Legislatively,  what  possible 
result  could  such  an  inquiry  nave,  besides  the  confirmation,  modi- 
fication, or  abolition  of  quarantine  regulations  ?  Had  the  Com- 
mittee, according  to  their  ideas  of  evidence,  i.  e.  according  to  the 
opinions  of  all  or  a  great  majority  of  the  physicians  examined, 
found  the  proofs  against  the  existence  of  contagion  in  the  plague  to 
be  conclusive,  would  they  not  have  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
them  to  have  recommended   that  the  quarantine  laws  should  be 
immediately  abolished,  as  far  as  related  to  intercourse  with  the 
Levant  ?  Had  it,  on  the  other  hand,  been  proved  upon  evidence 
equally  satisfactory,  not  only  that  a  specific  virus  is  the  cause  of 
plague,  but  that  that  virus  is  of  a  nature  much  more  active,  pene- 
trating, and  difiiisive,  than  it  has  hitherto  been  represented,  or 
imagined,  by  any  of  its  partisans,  would  they  not  have  thought  it 
their  duty  to  have  recommended  to  the  legislature  to  direct  an  in- 
creased activity  and  extension  in  regard  to  the  ordinary  measures  of 
precaution — more 'walls  and  higher,  to  shut  out  larks  ?  Or,  if  what 
the  Committee  have  chosen  to  consider  as  the  prevailing  doctrine 
had  been  found  to  be  correct,  and  if  the  virus  of  pestilential  con- 
tagion had  been  ascertained  to  have  precisely  the  properties  which 
have  been  attributed  to  it,  would  they  not  have  been  bound  to 
declare  that  the  existing  quarantine  regulations  ought,  as  the  best 
possible  code,  to  be  faithfully  and  exactly  maintained  ?  Or,  again, 
facts  being  adduced,  proving  that,  even  did  contagion  undoubt- 
edly exist  in  the  plague  of  the  Levant,  quarantine  would,  in 
respect  to  that  disease,  still  be  without  an  object  in  England,  was 
it  not  their  duty,  as  far  as  regards  our  intercourse  with  Turkey, 
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to  have  recommended  the  abolition  of  sanitary  restrictions  in  this 
country  ? 

Thus,  then,  it  is  evident,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  terms  of 
their  report,  not  only  that  the  nature  and  application  of  the  qua^ 
rantine  regulations  did  **  fall  within  the  scope  of  inquiry,"  to 
which  the  Committee  must  have  been  directed;  but  that  they 
constituted  precisely  what  ought  to  have  been  its  principal  object* 
Considered  in  a  view  to  legislation,  it  is  self-evident  that  the  proof 
of  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  contagion,  in  the  plague,  can 
be  no  otherwise  of  consequence  than  as  it  regards  sanitary  regu- 
lations. No  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  that  doctrine  could,  upon 
any  other  principle,  have  any  result.  And  such  seems  to  be  the 
impression  on  the  mind  of  the  Committee,  when,  in  the  very  sam^ 
sentence  in  which  they  make  the  surprising  declaration  upon 
which  I  have  been  commenting,  they  go  out  of  their  way  to  exf 
press  their  unqualified  approbation  of  the  regulations,  of  which 
they  had  just  declared  that  <<  the  nature  and  application  did  not 
fall  vfdthin  the  scope  of  inquiry  to  which  they  had  been  directed ;" 
<«  but  they  see  no  reason  to  question  the  validity  of  the  principles 
upon  which  such  regulations  appear  to  have  been  adopted.^* 

I  shall  now  show,  that,  instead  of  this  unqualified  approbation, 
which,  according  to  their  own  principles,  the  Committee  were  not 
justified  in  pronouncing,  they  were  bound,  according  to  the  facts 
which  were  elicited  in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  to  have 
recommended  the  abolition  of  quarantine  regulations  in  this 
country,  as  far  as  regards  the  intercourse  with  the  Levant,  even 
upon  the  supposition  of  the  existence  of  contagion  in  the  plague. 

By  the  uniform  silence  of  history,  in  that  case  forming  the  best 
evidence  ;  by  the  testimony  of  almost  all  the  witnesses  examined 
before  the  Committee ;  anVl  even  by  official  custom*house  returns, 
it  stands  confirmed,  that,  in  the  memory  of  man,  not  a  single 
person  has  ever  arrived  in  this  country  laboring  under  the  plague, 
and  that  not  a  single  case  of  that  disease  has  occurred  amongst 
the  expurgators  of  goods  in  theXazarettos.  The  Levant  Com- 
pany, in  their  printed  orders  to  their  factories  abroad,  assert  that 
the  plague  was  never  brought  to  England  by  means  of  their  com- 
merce. Sir  James  Porter  (Observations  on  the  Turks,  p.  4<1.) 
goes  farther.  He  asserts  that  the  plague  was  never  brought  to 
these  kingdoms  immediately  from  Turkey,  without  limitation  to 
the  Levant  Company's  establishments.  This  was  also  confirmed, 
and  brought  down  to  the  year  1819,  by  official  custom-house 
returns  from  the  different  outports,  published  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
dated  July  4,  1819,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts:  Ro- 
chester.   There  is  not  any  record  of  a  case  of  absolute  plague 
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in  any  lazarette  at  this  port  having  occurred,  froni  the  earliest 
period  that  can  be  traced,  to  the  present  time.  Portsmouth. 
It  cannot  be  ascertained  that  any  case  of  absolute  plague  has  ever 
occurred  at  this  port>  on  board  any  lazarette.  Falmouth.  The 
officers  at  this  port  are  not  aware  that  any  case  of  what  is  usually 
called  plague,  has  occurred.  Milfobd.  No  case  of  absolute 
plague  has  occurred  at  this  port.  Bristol.  No  instance  is  on 
record  of  absolute  plague  having  occurred  at  this  port,  from  1619 
to  the  present  time.  Liverpool.  The  officers  at  this  port  have 
not  any  knowledge  of  the  plague  haying  had  existence  in  any 
lazarette,  or  other  vessel  there.  Hull.  The  officers  at  this  port 
cannot  find  recorded  in  their  books  a  case  of  absolute  plague,  in 
any  lazarette,  during  the  last  200  years. — Yet,  with  all  this  evi- 
dence staring  them  in  the  face  -,  the  Committee  <<  see  no  reason 
to  question  the  validity  of  the  principles,  upon  which  such  regu- 
lations (those  of  quarantine)  appear  to  have  been  adopted.'' 

In  this  matter  there  can  be  no  delusion  :  for,  instances  of  plague, 
if  such  had  occurred,  could  not  fail  to  have  been  ostensibly  re- 
corded. What  possible  object,  then,  can  quarantine  have  in  £ng- 
land|  with  respect  to  the  commerce  of  the  Levant,  whether  the 
plague  of  that  country  be,  or  be  not,  contagious  ?  Positively 
none.  If  it  be  not  contagious,  it  cannot  of  course  be  either  ex- 
ported or  imported ;  and,  if  it  be  contagious,  its  non-importation 
during  an  intercourse  of  three  centuries,  ships,  goods,  and  persons 
almost  constantly  arriving  from  pestilential  places,  is  a  proof  that 
it  is  incapable  of  being  imported  into  England.  What  farther 
proof  can  be  required  that,  with  respect  to  the  plague  of  the 
Levant,  quarantine  establishments  are,  even  upon  the  supposition 
of  contagion,  superfluous  in  England  ?  Or,  is  it  proposed  that  we 
should  wait  for  three  centuries  more  before  we  determine  the 
experiment  to  be  conclusive  ? — It  is  evident,  then,  according  to 
the  facts  proved  upon  this  occasion,  that  the  Committee  have  not 
done  their  duty,  in  not  recommending  the  abolition  of  quarantine 
regulations  in  England,  as  far  as  regards  the  plague  of  the  Levant. 
And,  if  other  epidemics  had  been  included  in  the  scope  of  their 
inquiry,  as  ought  to  have  been  the  case,  the  absurdity  of  these 
institutions,  wiSi  respect  to  all  of  them,  would  have  been  rendered 
equally  manifest. 

It  being  clear,  that  an  inquiry  into  the  validity  of  the  doctrine  of 
contagion,  in  the  plague,  could  not  legislatively  have  any  otherresuh 
than  as  its  refutation,  confirmation,  or  elucidation  might  afiect  the 
regulations  of  quarantine,  the  report  of  the  Committee,  even  if  it 
liad  been  founded  on  evidence,  could  not  but  have  been  aperf^t  nul- 
lity, in  as  much  as  it  did  not  state  (for  it  was  thought  Unnecessary  to 
inquire)  whether,  or  in  what  degree,  these  regulatibhs  were  found 
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to  be  efficient  for  their  professed  object.  That  efficiency,  like  the 
existence  of  contagion  itself,  was  implicitly  taken  for  granted. 
Had  the  plague  been  proved  to  depend  upon  contagion,  as  certainly 
as  the  small  pox,  it  would  by  no  means  necessarily  follow  that 
sanitary  restrictions  would  be  efficient  for  preventing  the  intro- 
duction or  spreading  of  the  malady.  They  are  found,  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  history  of  epidemics,  to  be,  in  fact,  wholly  ineffi- 
cient, as  in  reason  they  must  be  inferred  to  be,  for  preventing  the 
propagation  of  pestilence.  Upon  what  grounds,  indeed,  can  pre- 
cautions, which  are  obviously  insufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  diseases,  as  small- pox,  which  are  incapable  of  affiscting  the  same 
person  more  than  once,  be  rationally  presumed  to  be  adequate  to 
prevent  diseases,  as  pestilences,  which  are  capable  of  affecting  the 
same  person  repeatedly,  even  in  the  same  epidemic,  and  the  same 
season  ?  This  law  of  repetition,  independently  of  the  circumstance 
that  the  proper  causes  of  pestilence  are  such  as  are  insusceptible 
of  being  obviated  or  controled  by  any  sanitary  restrictions  whatso- 
ever, render  all  attempts  at  such  methods  of  prevention  something 
much  worse  than  ridiculous.  The  efficiency,  or  non-efficiency  of 
all  such  regulations,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  instead  of 
taking  it  for  granted,  to  have  expressly  inquired  into,  even  if  their 
conclusion  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  contagion  had  been  un- 
doubtedly correct.  That  it  was  the  reverse  of  correct,  I  shall  show 
in  its  proper  place.  With  respect  to  quarantine  establishmentSy 
even  if  they  had  been  ascertained  by  the  Committee  to  be  effi- 
cient for  their  professed  object,  (that  object  being  ascertained  to* 
have  an  existence)  would  it  not  still  have  been  their  duty  to  in- 
quire, whether  they  were  managed  according  to  strict  principles 
of  economy,  or  whether  they  might  not  be  equally  well,  or  better 
conducted,  at  less  expense,  and  with  fewer  stations ;  or,  if  they 
had  been  proved  to  be  inefficient,  or  pernicious,  to  have  recom- 
mended their  immediate  abolition,  even  if  the  existence  of  conta* 
gion  had  been  unequivocally  established  ? — ^Upon  every  imaginable 
ground,  then,  quarantine  regulations  did  fall  properly,  and  even 
imperatively,  within  the  scope  of  inquiry,  upon  which  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  the  Committee  to  have  entered,  if  it  was  meant  that 
their  investigation  should  have  any  result. 

What  motives  could  have  induced  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  have  formed  a  series  of  decisions  so  very  extraor- 
dinary, and  so  little  consistent  with  the  evidence  laid  before  them, 
it  is  no  part  of  my  business  to  explain.  By  what  process  of  reason- 
ing persons  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  doctrine 
of  contagion  in  the  plague,  could  have  arrived  at  the  conclusions^ 
that  it  is  immaterial,  or  that  it  is  not  their  business  to  ascertain 
whether  the  effects  of  quarantine  xegulations,  as  the  immediate 
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consequence  of  that  doctrine^  be  to  increase  or  to  diminish  the 
sum  total  of  sickness^  misery,  and  mortality,  incidental  to  epidemic 
diseases ;  whether  the  immense  sums  annually  employed  for  the 
maintenance  of  sanitary  establishmentSi  at  home  and  in  our  colo- 
lUes,  be  a  necessary  or  a  superfluous  expenditure ;  and  whether  the 
perpetual  restraints,  vexations,  and  injuries,  which  such  regulations 
occasion  to  commerce,  navigation,  individual  intercourse,  and  the 
intercourse  of  nations,  be  the  indispensable  results  of  a  salutary 
precaution,  or  the  deleterious  fruit  of  an  imposture  and  chimera,  I 
confess  myself  utterly  unable  to  conceive,  and  have  no  inclination 
to  conjecture.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  have  shown  that  their 
proceedings  are,  in  point  of  fact,  both,  extraordinary  and  unwar- 
rantable. 


SlMiTART  Regulations  of  the  Continental  Nations  or 

Christendom. 

My  time,  I  trust,  has  been  much  better  employed  than  in 
tracing  historically  the  progress  of  these  institutions.  They  origi- 
nated^ as  I  have  said,  in  the  Venetian  states,  in  the  16th  century. 
Other  countries  copied  the  regulations  of  Venice.  The  quaran- 
tine laws  of  England,  of  which  I  have  above  given  some  account, 
and  those  of  Spain,  of  the  most  recent  projects  of  which  I  am  now 
going  to  give  a  short  analysis,  are  improvements  upon  the  ancient 
codes  I  which  entirely  supercedes  the  necessity  of  my  giving  any 
description  of  tiiem.  The  systems  of  England  and  Spain  (which 
latter,  however,  may  now  be  considered  as  abandoned)  are  but  the 
embryo  errors  of  other  nations  grown  to  a  gigantic  stature ; 
and,  therefore,  in  their  eflFects  on  public  prosperity,  great  evils. 
Whoever  wishes  to  have  a  more  particular  history  of  them  may 
consult  Howard's  **  Account  of  the  Principal  Lazarettos  of 
Europe.^' 

Sanitary  Laws  of  Spain. 

In  1821)  a  M  Project  of  an  original  law  of  public  healthy  for  the 
Sjpanish  Monarchy,''  in  207  octavo  pages^  was  published  by  a 
commission  of  public  health,  appointed  by  the  Spanish  government, 
in  1 820,  being  a  collection  of  all  the  regulations  on  that  subject 
that  have,  since  the  invention  of  pestilential  contagion,  been  pro- 
mulgated in  the  various  countries  of  Christendom  ;  it  is  divided 
into  four  parts. 
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The'  first  part  treats  of  the  objects  of  the  service  of  public 
healtl^  and  the  authority  to  which  it  ought  to  be  entrusted.  Its 
express  objects  are,  *  to  prevent  the  communication  to  the  Spanish 
dominions^  in  both  hemispheres,  of  the  pestilence  of  the  Levant, 
that  of  America  commonly  called  the  yellow-fever,  and  all  other 
pestilential  or  contagious  acute  diseases,  which  may  prevail  ia 
foreign  countries/  This  task  is  proposed  to  be  undertaken  by 
means  of  a  machinery,  not  very  remarkable  for  its  simplicity,  of 
which  a  general  direction  at  Madrid,  composed  of  nine  members, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  government,  is  to  form  the 
centre,  or  moving  principle.  Under  these  directors  there  were  to 
be  .<  juntas  of  health,'  provincial,  municipal,  and  littoral,  through* 
out  me  land.  The  two  latter  were  to  correspond  with  the  pro- 
vincial junta ;  the  provincial  junta  with  the  general  direction ;  and 
the  general  direction  with  the  government.  The  municipal  and 
littoral  juntas  were  of  course  to  correspond,  on  sanitary  matters, 
with  the  mass  of  the  nation.  No  wonder  that  Sen.  Isturiz,  one 
of  the  deputies  of  Cadiz,  should  have  said,  on  rejecting  the  project 
of  the  committee  of  the  Cortes,  which  was  very  similar  to  diis, 
that  <  it  would  be  establishing  a  sanitary  nation  within  the  Spanish 
nation.'  Here,  employment  at  least  would  be  created  for  a  great 
portion  of  the  people.  In  times  of  pestilence,  it  would  require 
the  inhabitants  of  a  whole  province  to  conduct  the  correspondence 
necessary  in  the  office  of  the  minister  of  the  interior  only.  The 
general  direction  was  of  course  to  have  a  president,  secretary, 
treasurer,  keeper  of  records,  and  other  officers,  to  begin  with; 
besides  establishments,  and  suitable  honors  and  rewards.  This 
part  comprehends  50  articles. 

The  service  of  health  is  divided  into  maritime  and  ter* 
restrial. 

The  second  part,  which  treats  of  the  maritime  service  of 
health,  is  divided  into  five  titles.  The  first,  in  thirty  articles^ 
conveys  rules  for  exploring  every  acute  foreign  contagion  at  its 
source  ;  and  treats  of  bills  of  health,  and  of  infested  or  suspected 
places.  The  second  indicates  the  means  of  <<  observing  and  pu)r- 
suing  foreign  contagion,  on  the  passage  of  the  vessels,  persons,  or 
goods,  in  which  it  may  be  transported."  It  gives  directions  rer 
specting  the  manner  of  keeping  ship's  log  books,  and  explains 
how  clean  bills  of  health  may  become  touched,  and  touched  bills 
suspected  *,  and  how  clean,  touched,  and  suspected  bills,  may 
become  foul.  The  third  contains  'dispositions  and  means  for 
attacking  and  destroying  every  pestilential  or  dangerous  contagion 
{however  invisible)  which  may  be  conveyed  by  vessels,  persons,  or 
goods,  upon  their  arrival  in  the  ports  of  Spain.'  The  principal  of 
these  means  are  a  liazaretto  of  the  first  order  at  Mahdnj  five  of  the 
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second  order  at  Cadiz,  Barcelona,  Ferrol,  Carthagena,  and  Passa- 
ges, and  a  Lazaretto  of  the  third  order  at  every  other  commercial 
sea-port  town  of  Spain.    This  title  contains  114  articles.' 

Title  4  contains  *  precautions  of  sanitary  police  to  be  taken 
by  vessels  loading  and  unloading  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  and  during 
the  voyage  at  sea.'  It  consists  of  28  articles,  which,  among 
other  matters  of  equal  importance,  supply  directions  for  preventing 
the  embarkation  of  rats,  cock-roaches,  and  other  insects,  and  for 
destroying  them.  It  also  creates  employment  for  the  faculty,  by 
directing  that  every  vessel  having  a  crew  of  sixteen  persons,  must 
carry  a  pupil  in  medicine  and  surgery,  who  has  attended  an  hospi- 
tal at  least  for  one  year ;  and  every  vessel,  having  a  crew  of  thirty 
persons,  a  physician  or  surgeon  of  approved  Latin. 

Title  5,  in  38  articles,  describes  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted 
on  the  infractors  of  the  sanitary  maritime  service — fine*— dismissal 
from  employment — three  years  hard  labor— death  ! 

The  third  part,  in  8  titles,  treats  of  the  sanitary  terrestrial 
service.  The  first  title,  in  fifty  articles,  contains  *  rules  for  ascer- 
taining the  appearance  or  existence  of  any  pestilential  malady.' 
Here  we  have  an  enumeration  of  symptoms.  The  second  title 
contains  '  rules  and  measures  for  isolating,  restraining,  and  extin- 
guishing pestilential  contagion  in  infected  communities,  and  for 
preventing  its  propagation  to  the  healthy.'  It  treats,  in  72  articles, 
of  the  mode  of  isolating,  and  ctmng  the  sick,  and  of  preserving 
the  healthy  ;  of  burying  die  dead,  expurgating  furniture  and  effects, 
and  purifying  houses  ;  of  dispositions  relating  to  persons,  aliments, 
medicines,  and  police  ;  of  the  means  of  preventing  the  propagation 
of  contagion ;  of  the  establishment,  government,  and  operations 
of  Lazarettos  of  observation,  cure,  and  expurgation  ;  of  the  rules 
which  ought  to  be  observed  in  the  cordons  of  these,  and  of  infected 
communities ;  and  of  the  expurgation  and  purification  of  those 
communities.     What  labor  to  obmate  a  chimera  / 

Title  3,  in  47  articles,  treats  <  of  Lazarettos  of  observation, 
cure,  and  expurgation ;'  and,  having  brought  the  sanitary  ma- 
chinery to  a  due  degree  of  perfection,  concludes  with  talking  con- 
fidently  of  ^extinguishing  the  cruel  scourge  of  pestilential  and 
contagious  diseases.^ 

Title  4,  in  42  articles,  contains  *  rules  to  be  observed  in  the 
establishment  and  vigilance  of  military  cordons,  in  an  infected 
population.'  Three  lines  of  cordons!  The  French  <  sanitary 
cordon'  of  1821-2,  will  be  immortal. 

Title  5,  in  63  articles,  treats  <  of  the  expurgation  and  purifies- 

'  The  five  Lasarettos  of  the  second  order  had  been  abandoned  in  the  pro- 
ject of  the  ctnninittee  of  public  health  of  the  Cortes  of  1832,  which  Dot- 
withstanding  was  finally  rejected* 
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tion  of  infected  communities :'  the  means,  air,  fire,  gases,  water, 
and  other  fluids. 

Title  6t  in  53  articles,  contains  <  precautions  for  keeping  commu- 
nides  in  health  free  from  the  contagion  of  the  infected :' — precau- 
tions ten  thousand  times  worse  than  any  possible  contagion. 

Title  7,  in  32  articles^  treats  of  expenditure. 

Title  8,  in  37  articles,  treats  *  of  the  penalties  to  be  inflicted 
on  the  violators  of  the  terrestrial  sanitary  service  :*  fines— dis- 
missal from  employment — imprisonment — death  ! 

The  fourth  part  treats  of  the  public  health,  or  *  rules  and  pre- 
cautions of  sanitary  policy  in  all  the  communities  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.'  Title  1,  « Its  objects  and  first  care.'  The  projec- 
tors here  manifest  a  disposition  to  extend  their  care  to  the  regula* 
tion  of  matrimony,  and  of  other  public  institutions.  This  head  is 
again  divided  into  urban  and  rural  sanitary  police.  Title  2,  in 
47  articles,  amonst  other  things,  takes  cognizance  of  manufactories. 
Title  3,  in  12  articles,  takes  cognizance  of  canals,  roads,  trees, 
vegetables,  animals,  and  in  general  all  subjects  of  rural  economyl 
Title  4,  in  17  articles,  treats  of  the  <  means  of  averting  endemic 
and  epidemic  infirmities,  and  of  preventing  the  propagation  of 
regular  and  hereditary  contagions !'  I  must  restrain  myself  from 
the  train  of  observations  to  which  this  very  curious  title  would 
naturally  give  rise,  or  commenting  on  the  nature  of  the  multifari* 
ous  and.  delicate  functions  which  it  would  confer  on  the  general 
directors. 

Title  5,  in  36  articles,  lays  down  *  politico-medical  rules  for 
the  exercise  of  the  art  of  curing.'  It  seems  difficult  to  divine 
the  connexion  of  this  title  with  sanitary  regulations.  But  nothing, 
it  seems,  is  too  great,  or  too  minute  for  the  grasp  of  the  commis- 
sion. Here  they  claim  authority  over  every  department  of  medi- 
cine. 

We  now  come  to  the  animal  creation.  Title  6,  in  31  articles, 
contains  <  precautions  for  preventing  the  communication,  propa- 
gation, and  re-production  of  the  epizootics  or  epidemics  of  animals' 
They  too,  it  seems,  are  contagious :  and  rules  similar  in  principle 
are  to  be  applied  to  them,  as  in  the  case  of  the  human  species  I 

Title  7,  in  5  articles,  treats  <  of  the  authority  of  municipalities 
over  the  health  police  of  communities,  and  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  municipal  and  provincial  juntas,  and  of  the  general  direction 
of  the  public  health  of  the  Kingdom."  Every  thing  centres  in  the 
general  direction,  under  the  authority  of  the  government.  The 
nine  gentlemen  composing  that  direction  would,  in  eflFect,  have 
an  unlimited  authority — an  unqualified  arbitrary  power — over  the 
lives  and  properties  of  the  people.  Such  an  instrument  of  sys- 
tematic despotism  as  these  sanitary  laws  would  aflFord,  has  perhaps 
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never  yet  been  witnessed  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Over  animals, 
vegetables,  and  minerals;  over  manufactures,  commerce,  and 
navigation  ;  over  the  lives,  liberties  and  properties  of  the  nation, 
the  juntas  of  health,  the  general  direction,  and  the  minister  of 
the  home  department,  for  the  time  being,  would  possess  an 
unlimited,  and  undefined  and  capricious  authority.  They  would 
possess  the  right  to  kill,  burn  and  destroy,  on  suspicion.  Precauti- 
onary measures  against  a  chimera  would  thus  supersede,  not  only 
the  constitutional  laws  of  the  state,  but  even  the  first  law  cf 
nature. 

I  cannot  but  figure  to  myself  the  surprise  which  Hippocrates 
would  experience,  if  he  could  rise  from  the  grave,  in  contemplat- 
ing a  machinery  of  this  description,  got  up  for  the  purpose  of 
extinguishing  atmospheric  diseases!  Would  he  not  be  apt  to 
think,  that  persons,  who  could  institute  or  countenance  measures, 
so  completely  destitute  of  reason  and  common  sense,  must  be  much 
fitter  for  patients  than  for  physicians  ? 

The  preceding  account  of  the  project  of  the  commission  of 
government,  is  chiefly  extracted  from  my  exposition  to  the  Cortes 
on  the  subject  of  sanitary  laws,  section  x.  The  following  obser* 
vat  Ions  on  the  project  of  the  code  framed  by  the  committee  of 
public  health  of  the  Cortes  of  1822,  are  extracted  from  a  critique 
on  that  project,  which  was  also  .presented  to  the  Cortes,  and  will 
be  found  in  my  "  Sketch  of  Proceedings  in  Spain,  &c.*' — The 
commission  of  government,  and  the  committee  of  the  extraor- 
dinary Cortes  of  1821,  had  founded  their  sanitary  codes  on  the 
usual  belief  in  the  existence  of  pestilential  contagion.  But  the 
committee  of  public  health  of  the  Cortes  of  1822,  feeling  that 
contagion  was  losing  ground,  determined  to  take  a  much  wider 
range,  and  to  assume  a  much  more  extended  object  for  their  code 
of  sanitary  laws.  That  object  they  stated  to  be  "  to  procure  for 
the  people  of  Spain  the  highest  health,  and  for  Spain  the  highest 
salubrity.*'  But  to  do  this  <«  by  means  of  a  general  direction,  or 
of  any  other  authority,  would  require  of  course,  besides  super-hu- 
man intelligence  on  their  part,  the  subjection  to  the  will  of  that 
authority  of  every  agent  in  nature,  capable  of  acting  beneficially 
or  injuriously  on  the  body  of  man,  or  on  the  surface  of  the  soil. 
Jn  order  to  effect  these  objects,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the 
three  members  of  the  general  direction  (this  committee,  in  their 
project,  reduced  the  original  number  nine  to  three)  should  be 
endowed  both  with  complete  knowledge  of,  and  complete  power 
over,  all  the  elements  of  matter — all  the  operations  of  mind — all 
remedies — food  of  every  quality — drink  of  every  species---exer- 
cise  of  every  kind — all  institutions:  public  and  private,  even  that 
of  matrimony  itself — arts— commerce — manufactures— ^navigation 
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—medicine-— agriculture-— the  exact  sciences — and,  in  general^ 
every  existing  branch  of  knowledge,  every  public  measure,  and 
every  act,  even  the  most  secret,  of  every  individual.  But  these 
three  great  directors,  it  seems,  notwithstanding  the  almost  infinite 
knowledge  and  power,  which  they  must  be  deemed  to  possess,  in 
order  to  the  due  discharge  of  the  functions  thus  allotted  to  them^ 
are  not  to  act,  in  all  cases,  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own 
judgment ;  for  that  might  possibly  be  not  quite  infallible :  but  by 
the  unerring  and  approved  regulations  contained  in  the  400  articles 
of  the  project  of  the  sanitary  code." 

This  project  could  not  stand  the  test  of  a  critical  examination. 
Its  discussion  was  first  postponed,  in  June  1822,  to  another  session  ; 
and  upon  its  being  again  presented  and  read  in  the  Extraordinary 
Cortes,  in  October  1822,  it  was  finally  rejected  by  65  votes 
against  48.  The  substance  of  the  debate,  upon  this  occasion, 
will  be  given  in  **  A  Sketch  of  Proceedings  in  Spain,  &c.'*  actually 
in  the  press.  A  farther  illustration  of  the  subject  of  the  yellow- 
fever  of  the  Peninsula  is  also  expected,  in  a  work  about  to  be 
published,  by  Dr.  O'Halloran,  who  distinguished  himself  by  zeal 
and  intrepidity  in  the  investigation  of  the  fever  of  Barcelona,  and 
of  which  report  speaks  very  favorably. 

Whether  any  attempt  will  be  made  to  revive  the  rejected  project 
in  a  modified  form,  or  in  what  manner  the  subject  will  ultimately  be 
disposed  of,  I  have  not  at  present  suflScient  data  to  judge ;  but  I 
feel  confident,  from  the  increasing  knowledge  and  love  of  inquiry, 
which  pervade  Spain,  that  such  of  the  sanitary  laws  as  are  stUl 
deemed  to  be  in  force,  will  soon  be  formally  repealed ;  or  that 
they  will  fall,  in  consequence  of  their  demonstrated  demerits,  into 
disuse  and  oblivion,  even  if  nothing  more  should  be  done  to  bring 
them  into  disrepute. 

London,    7,  Salisbury  Street,  Strand,  January  3d,  1893. 
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ATE     FELLOW    OF    ST.   JOHNS    COLLEGE,    CAMBRIDGE;      VICAE   OF 
HARROW,    MIDDLESEX;    ADD    DOMESTIC    CHAPLAIN 
TO   THE    RIGHT    HON.  LORD    NORTHWICK. 


Would  thou  hadst  hearkened  to  my  words,  and  stayed 
With  me,  as  I  besought  thee,  when  that  strange 
Desire  of  wandering,  this  unhappy  morn, 
I  know  not  whence,  possessed  thee  !     We  had  then 
Remained  still  happy.  Pabad.  Lost,  b.  ix. 


SECOND    EDITION,    IJ^ITH     CORRECTIONS. 


LONDON : 


1823. 


[PmcFACE. — ^The  following  remarks  are  designed  to  apply,  not  so  much  to 
the  class  of  Travellers  who  merely  snatch  from  the  toils  of  a  husy  and  anxious 
life  a  few  weeks  or  months  to  refresh  themselves  by  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
scenery  of  the  Alps  or  the  Rhine,  as  to  those  who  either  domtUicate  them- 
selves and  their  families  in  foreign  countries,  or  so  protract  their  Continentd 
visits  as  to  allow  themselves  leisure  to  catch  something  of  the  manners  and  spirit  of 
the  countries  which  they  visit. — The  very  simple  and  obvious  Cautions  at  the  end 
cf  the  volume,  may  not,  however,  be  altogether  without  their  use  to  the  first 
class  of  Travellers ;  and,  if  so^  the  Author  desires  to  cohfinf  this  little  book 
to  no  class  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  buf  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  all  who 
will  do  him  the  honor  of  perusing  it, — humbly  begging  them  to  pardon  its 
deficiencies,  and  to  assure  themselves  that  they  cannot,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  be  happier  or  better  than  these  few  remarks  are  designed,  under  the 
Blessing  of  the  Almighty,  to  render  them.] 


CAUTION,  &c. 

X  HE  circumstances  of  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  the  other 
nations  of  Europe,  are  such,  at  the  present  moment,  as  to*  demand 
the  most  serious  consideration  from  every  well- 'wisher  to  his  coun- 
try. Since  the  cessation  of  hostilitcs^  our  native  land  has  been 
visited  by  a  few  foreigners  of  the  very  highest  distinction,  and  by 
others  of  inferior  ranks ;  but  the  whole  number  of  visitors,  espe- 
cially when  distributed  amongst  the  respective  nations  to  which 
they  belong,  bas  not  been  considerable.  The  want  of  money  in 
foreign  countries ;  the  known  expenses  of  English  travelling  ;  the 
wide  difference  between  English  and  continental  tastes  and  man- 
ners ;  our  serious  and  somewhat  haughty  national  demeanour ; 
our  indisposition  to  converse,  upon  our  own  soil  especially^  in  any 
language  but  our  own ; — these,  and  various  other  circumstances, 
erect  a  sort  of  barrier  between  us  and  all  foreigners  whom  the 
ardor  of  science,  or  love  of  vagrancy,  or  strong  perception  of  the 
excellence  and  elevation  of  the  English  character  do  not  dispose 
to  break  through  every  obstacle.  The  danger,  then,  arising  freni 
the  influx  of  foreigners'  into  our  own  country,  does  not  appear  to 
be  considerable. 

But,  on  the  contrary,  if  we  examine  the  list  of  travellers  from 
this  country  to  various  parts  of  the  continent,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
large  beyond  all  previous  calculation,  it  was  stated  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  Parliament,  that  more  than  90,rXX) 
pcirsons  had  embarked,  in  little  more  than  two  years^  from  one  port 
alone,  of  whom  13,700  remained  abroad. 
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Now  this  fact^  taken  in  atl  its  bearings^  cannot,  1  conceive,  but 
be  regarded  as  likely  to  exercise  a  considerable  influence  on  the 
national  character :  and  our  countrymen,  or  countrywomen,  who 
are  pertiaps  on  the  wing  for  a  continental  expedition,  will  forgive 
xne,  if,  in  somewhat  of  our  plain,  home-spun  £nglish  manner,  I 
endeavoiur  in  the  following  remarks  to  point  out  the  real  nature  of 
this  influence.  We  belong  to  a  great  and  happy  country ;  and  this 
greatness  and  happiness  we  owe,  not  certainly  to  any  intercourse 
with  for^gn  countries,  but,  next  to  tlie  blessing  of  a  merciful 
Providence,  to  our  insular  situation,  to  our  political  constitution, 
and  to  our  religious  and  moral  privileges.  It  is  my  wish  to  in* 
•quire,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner,  the  measure  of  our  ele- 
vation and  comforts  is  likely  to  be  affected  by  our  new  circumr 
stances. 

To  abridge  my  labors,  I  shall  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire 
into  the  ad^yantages  of  travelling.  However  great  and  numerous 
they  may  be,  they  appear  to  be  fully  appreciated.  Hundreds  em- 
bark upon  the  strength  of  them  every  week.  They  are  blazoned 
in  volumes  of  all  sizes  and  complexions ;  they  are  traced  in  ink, 
sketched  in  mezzotinto,  and  painted  in  every  hue  which  colors  the 
gay  banks  of  the  *  arrowy  Rhine.'  No  man,  who  can  either  read 
Of  bear,  is  at  the  present  moment  likely  either  to  be  ignorant  of 
these  advantages,  or  to  forget  them.  My  endeavour,  therefore,  will 
rather  be,  to  call  the  attention  of  my  readers  to  the  following  ques<> 
lions : — 

1.  Whether  our  numerous  travellers  are  of  a  class  likely  to  be 
inuph  influenced  by  the  scenes  they  visit  ? 

2.  Whether,  if  so  influenced  themselves,  their  influence  upon  their 
native  <:ountry  is  likely  to  be  considerable  i     * 

3.  Whether  much  it  to  be  apprehended  from  the  actual  state  of 
foreign  countries  i 

4.  What  is  the  precise  manner  in  which  the  character  of  travel* 
lers  18  likely  to  be  affected  ? 

5.  Whether  the  evil,  if  proved  to  exist,  admits  of  any  remedy  ?  : 
Let  not  my  readers,  bowever,  be  alarmed  at  this  formidable  cata- 
logue of  topics,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  be  very  brief  on  all  of 
them.  And  still  less  let  them  impute  what  may  be  said,  to  pre- 
sumption, to  narrowness  of  spirit,  to  religious  bigotry,  to  home- 
bred prejudices,  to  personal  unacquaintance  with  every  country 
but  my  own,  or  to  a  headlong  determination  to  condemn  travellers 
of  all  classes,  and  under  all  possible  circumstances.  I  know,  from 
personal  experience,  that  virtue  is  not  confined  to  that  happy  corner 
of  the  earth  where  we  have  the  happiness  to  dwell.  I  can  conceive 
the  circumstances  where  travelling  may  become  a  positive  duty.  I 
can  as  easily  discern  the  cases  in  which  it  may  be  considered  as  m 
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lawful  recreation.  I  wish  not  impertinently  to  scrutinize  any  man's 
principles  of  action^  and  far  less  rashly  to  condemn  theoL  But  I 
could  also  wish  every  man,  deeply  and  solemnly,  where  the  very 
highest  interests  are  at  stake,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  his  own 
conduct.  If  it  is  true  that  travelling  has  its  advantages :  it  is  also 
true  that  it  has  its  dangers :  that  these  dangers  are  not  of  ordinary 
dimensions ;  that  every  man  is  not  in  a  state  to  encounter  them ;  that 
they  are  not  to  be  encountered  in  a  careless  spirit,  and  without 
an  adequate  motive  ;  and  that  it  is  a  primary  duty  at  the  present 
moment  to  take  these  dangers  into  serious  consideration,  and  to 
endeavour  to  erect  some  bulwark  against  them.  Proceeding  upon 
these  principles,  may  I  not  hope  for  the  pardon  of  my  readers, 
if  a  few  very  popular  topics  should  be  handled  in  these  remarks 
not  precisely  in  the  courtly  manner  in  which  it  is  now  customary 
fo  handle  them  ? — ^if  I  should  borrow  the  privilege  of  my  country, 
to  call  things,  principles,  and  eveu  men,  where  the  case  demands  i^ 
by  their  just  and  legitimate  titles?  The  times  have  been,  when 
this  moral  jealousy  of  continental  habits  and  vices  was  neither  rare 
nor  unpopular ;  and  it  is  well,  however  ardently  we  may  desire  the 
extinction  of  every  bad  feeling  between  ourselves  and  our  neigh- 
bours, to  keep  this  spirit  alive.  Sincerely  wishing  the  continental 
powers  every  benefit  which  an  improved  system  of  thinking 
and  acting  would  be  likely  to  secure  to  them,  I  have  no  other 
desire  for  my  own  country  than  that  she  should  be  as  great,  as  good, 
and  as  happy,  as  our  laws,  our  government,  and  our  religion  art 
calculated  to  render  her. 
^fter  this  preface  I  shall  enter  upon  the  proposed  discussion. 

• 

I.  The  first  question,  then,  which  we  are  to  consider,  is— ^ 
^^  Whether  our  numerous  travellers  are,  generally  speaking,  of  a 
class  likely  to  be  much  influenced  by  the  scenes  and  individuals 
they  visit." 

This  question  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  answer  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  this  for  the  following  reasons :  . 

In  the  first  place ;  the  great  bulk  of  our  travellers  are  persons 
not  occupied  by  any  specific  object  or  pursuit— ^-persons,  I  may 
say,  in  a  somewat  indolent,  oscitant,  unoccupied  firame  of  miod^ 
A  part  of  them»  at  least,  are  forced  out  of  their  country  by  rest- 
lessness, by  an  ill-defined  curiosity,  by  ennui,  by,  the  love  of  dis^ 
sipation,  by  a  spirit  of  wandering,  by  a  fancied  regard  to  works  of 
art,  by  the  love  of  novelty,  by  the  all-governing  consideration  that 
'*  every  body  travels,"  by  the  superabundance  of  money,  by  the 
fond  persuasion  that  although  in  th^r  own  country  care  is  found 
usually  to  mingle  a  few  of  her  bitters  with  the  sweets  of  life,  things 
mre  managed  better  on  the  Continent,  and  that  sorrow  and  weari* 
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ness  will  not  presume  to  climb  the  bold  mountains  of  Switzerland 
or  darken  the  sweet  valleys  of  Piedmont.     I  am  far  from  thinking 
that  others  are  not  influenced  by  better  and  weightier  considera- 
tions ;  but  persons  such  as  I  have  describe^d  constitute  a  large  part 
of  the  motley  groupe. — ^Now,  of  travellers  in  such  a  frame  of  mind 
it  is  not  hazardous  to  affirm^  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  all  others 
the  most  susceptible  of  new  impressions.     The  emigrants  of  other 
days  have  fled  from  religious  persecution,  or  political  tyranny,  ojr 
revolutionary  madness  and  proscription ;  or  else  they  have  been 
stimulated  to  travel  by  the  spirit  of  scientific  research,  or  commer- 
cial speculation.      But,   in  such  circumstances,   men  ordinarily 
carry  about  with  them  a   subject  of  thought  and  interest    vast 
enough  to  absorb  the  heart,  to  steel  it  against  new  impressions, 
and  to  attach  it  to  the  habits  of  the  mother  country.     Business 
of  itself  has  a  tendency  to  fortify  the  mind ;  and,  at  least,  leaves 
it  little  leisure  to  be  wrought  upon.     Distress,  in  like  manner,  ex- 
cludes men  from  society,  disenchants  the  world  of  its  attractions^ 
occupies  men  with  their  own  calamities  instead  of  the  tastes  and 
fashions  of  others ;  and  thus,  in  a  measure,  shuts  out  all  foreign 
influence.     But  the  indolent,  the  careless,  and  the  mere  lovers  of 
pleasure,  are  apt,  like  a  certain  little  sensitive  animal,  to  take  tli^ 
cooiplexion  of  every  object  which  they  approach.    They  travel,  in 
some  measure,  in  quest  of  excitement ;  and  whatever  excites,  gives 
a  new  impulse,  and  often  adds  a  new  feature  to  the  character. 
There  is  all  the  difference  between  the  two  classes  of  travellers 
here  noticed,  that  there  is  between  hard  metal  merely  subjected  to 
a  momentary  grasp,  and  metal  locked  up  in  a  state  of  fusion  in 
the  mould.    The  change  in  the  two  cases  will  be  widely  different. 
And,  thus,  men  deeply  interested  or  occupied  will,  I  conceive,  in 
a  thousand  instances,  return  safely  from  scenes  where  the  less  oc- 
cupied would  sustain  the  most  fatal  injury. 

But,  secondly f  a  considerable  proportion  of  our  modem  travel- 
lers zxe  persons  in  the  earlier  stages  of  life* — Those  who  have  been 
journeying  on  the  Continent  have  been  much  struck  with  this  cir- 
cumstance, lliey  have  found  the  towns,  villages,  mountains,  and 
dells,  crowded  with  the  young  of  both  sexes.  At  one  post  they 
have  met  a  party  of  the  junior  members  of  an  inn  of  court  solacing 
themselves  for  a  winter  of  professional  expectation  at  home,  by  a 
summer  of  professional  forgetfulness  abroad ; — at  another,  a  larger 
party  of  youths  relaxing  from  the  iron  severity  of  university  discipline 
in  the  beams  of  Italian  sun-shine ; — at  another,  a  company  of  young 
ladies  carrying  to  the  cities  of  the  South  attractions  which  we  may 
safely  say  they  would  rarely  have  found,  and  which  we  earnestly 
Viope  they  may  not  leave,  in  those  more  relaxed  regions. — Nor  is 
this,  if  an  evil  it  is  to  be  considered,  the  whole  of  the  evil.     Who- 
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6ver  enters  the  great  cities  or  towns  on  the  Gonlioeuty  jatid  visitf 
ihe  varioMs  institutions  for  education^  finds  almost  every  Vfli«re  a 
small  company  of  English  boys  and  girls  plunged  into  the  mats  of  a 
French  school  in  such  a  proportion  as  infallibly  to  secure  to  the 
party  who  deserve  least  to  enjoy  it^  all  the  preponderating  iafluence 
pf  numbers  and  authority.    Now^  can  any  thing  be  jouure  formi- 
dable,  to  those  alarmed  at  any  foreign  invasion  of  our  national  .cha- 
racter i  There  is  a  sort  gf  toughness  in  age,  which  often  defies 
ipipressioQs  of  every  kind.     Hervey  asserts,  that  no  pbysician  of 
more  than  sixty  years  of  age  adopted  his  new  theory  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood.    But,  in  youth,  every  ayenue  is  open,  vaA^sexy 
point  vulnerable.  How,  generally  speaking,  c^  a  boy  be  expected 
to  :endure  the  laugh  of  a  whole  *^  institution"  at  hia  couiitry'&  *^  pre- 
judices.^'    How  can  it  be  expected,  that,  in  ordinary  cases,  he 
shall  come  back  to  us  without  having  a  new  image  stamped  on  him^ 
after  passing  through  this  foreign  mint?    How  can  we  hope  to 
nurse  up  an  English  spirit  in  these  foreign  cradles — -to  (mrm  Mur 
youths  to  habits  of  thinking  and  acting,  which  few  Engliah  parents 
would  be  content  to  surrender,  by  arming  them  with  a  set  9f  tastes 
and  feelings  the  most  hostile  to  these  habits  ? 
.    But  nK>re  especially  may  we  expect  Ihe  influence  of  modeni 
travelling,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  that  ififluence,  to  be  cpoaden- 
ble,  when  we  reflect  that  a  large  proportion  of  our  travdlera  are 
females.     Formerly,  travelling  was  almost  confined  to  our  own 
sex ;  but  now— and  as  far  as  the  gratification  of  the  party  is  con- 
cerned, this  can  be  no  matter  of  surprise— no  continental  par^ 
is  deemed  complete  unless  a  certain  proportion  of  the  odier  sex 
be  enlisted  into  it.     More  will   presently  be  said  of  the  pte^ 
cise  nature  of  the  influence  likely  to  be  exerted  on  tbe  female 
character:   for  the  present,  let  us  confine  our  attention  to  the 
degree  of  this  influence.     And  as  to  this   point,  it  wUl  not,  I 
ti-ust,  be  dieemed  any  calumny  upon   that  portion  of  our  species 
to  whom  we  owe  so  large  a  part  of  the  solid  pleasure  and  advau* 
tages  of  life,  (a  affirm,  that  females  are,  on  die  whole,  mora  sus- 
ceptible of  i0pr€ssion  than  males.     It  arises  fi-om  that  tenderness 
which  constitutes  one  of  their  peculiar  charms,  that  every  object 
affects  them  more  quickly  and  sensibly ;  that  every  toudi,  as  it 
were,  tells  on  their  softer  system.     But  if  so,  then  the .  Muusara  of 
foreign  iftfluenee  will  increase  in  proportion  Xo  tbe  number  of  these 
more  impressible  surfaces  which  are  exposed  to  it.^ 

Another  reason  for  anticipating  large  results  fiom  this  spirit  of 
migration,  is,  that  travelling  is  not  now,  (ts  formerly,  confined  to 
persons  in  the  highest  ranks  oflife^  Formerly,  with  the  exceptioa 
of  a  few  merchants,  scarcely  any  but  persona  of  some  dtatinctioa 
and  property  quitted  their  own  country,  to  seek  the.  real,  or  yap* 
posed  advantages  of  another.  Now,  although  the  Great  trave/^sfld 
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Aat  to  «  Vfider  extent  than  at  any  peri^  of  our  histeVy,  the  siib<^ 
ordinate  classes  of  society  have  also  caught  the  same  tetania ;  and 
thel^  is  scarcely  any  class  of  persons  in  tins  realn>  who  have  not 
fiaembers  of  their  own  body  scattered  in  greater  or  less  profitsion 
ever  every  part  of  the  Continent.  And  this  wi]l>  it  may  be  eon- 
ceived,  among  other  causes^  deepen  and  extend  the  impression  pro« 
daeed  upon  the  mass  of  oar  travellers.  Men  of  high  rank>  iti 
Biany  instances  at  least,  carry  abroild  with  them  a  spirit  too  lofty 
and  arislocratkal  to  submit  to  the  control  or  to  the  impress  of 
foreign  habits  and  manners.  Pride  often  does  the  ofBce  of  a  better 
lirinciple^  and  prompts  them  rather  to  lead  than  be  led;  rather  to 
eoilimunicate  what  is  English,  than  to  appropriate  what  is  foreign; 
But,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  men  d  lower  rank  and  influence 
will,  in  the  absence  of  religious  and  morKl  principle,  have  little  t6 
Sustain  them  against  the  tide  of  foreign  habits.  They  will  be  tnori^ 
tempted  than  their  exalted  countrymen,  whose  rank  is  theii*  general 
and  all-sufficient  passport  to  sodiety,  to  seek  admission  into  foreign 
circles  by  nndue  concessions  and  conformity.  They  will  feel  the 
difficulty  of  exercising  an  authority  in  a  foreign  country,  to  wiiich 
they  could  not  aspire  in  their  own.  They  will  be  likely  to  ape  the 
toantiers  of  the  only  refined  society  into  which  they  have  been  ad- 
mitted ;  and  thus  to  briug  back  to  us  tastes  and  vices  which  inett 
of  higher  ranks  would  have  disdained  to  import.  Men  of  distinc- 
tion will,  like  the  Roman  £mperor  after  his  pretended  victory; 
bring  us  back,  perhaps,  ''  shells,''  or  other  harmless  trophies  of  their 
expedition;  but  our -middling  classes  will  transplant  to  the  desk 
and  to  the  counting-house  the  habifs^^  of  those  noblesse  %hose  hol- 
low hearts,  and  sceptical  opinions,  have,  in  some  instances-  at  least, 
assisted  to  hnrry  on  the-storm  by  which  anarchy  und  irrdigion  have 
been  conspiring  to  desolate  some  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the 

gkribe. 

■ '       .         •  '         '  .  ^ 

Thus  much,  then,  for  the  measure  of  influence  which  the  present 
system  of  continental  travelling  may  be  expected  td|)roduee  on  the 
character  of  those  who  travel.  Let  us  turn  to  tiie  next  question 
which  it  was  proposed  to  consider — mz. : 

II.  '^  Whether  these  various  classes  of  travellers  are  tikeiyto 
^ert  any  considerable  injlttence  on  the  national  character.'* 
•    Here,  again,  I  am  disposed  to  answer  in  the  afiirmative ;.  and  to 
assign  the  following  reasons  for  this  reply. 

In  the  first  place,  almost  all  our  travellers  deign  to  return  to  us, 
—-When  men  have  fled  from  the  lash  of  persecution  or  tyrannyi 
they  have  commonly  felt  either  no  very  great  wish  to  return,,  ok  no 
very  lively  hopes  of  accomplishing  that  wish.  Now,  in  such  cases'^ 
any  chai^  wrought  in  the  habits  of  emigranis  was  of  importance 
chiefly  to  the  wanderers  themselves,  and  to  the  country  of  their 
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adoption.  Transplanted  from  the  soil  of  the  mother  coHntry,  it 
was  of  little  comparative  importance  to  her  what  might  be  the  fruit 
they  should  bear  in  the  land  to  which  they  were  removed.  But  in 
our  own  case^  the  bulk  of  our  countrymen  leave  us  with  the  fullest 
purpose  of  returning.  An  Englishman  does  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, easily  adopt  the  idea  of  finally  abandoning  the  land  he  so 
dearly  loves.  Even  those  who  are  about  to  seek  their  fortune  at 
the  distance  of  a  hemisphere,  fully  calculate  upon  consuming  in 
this  country  the  fruits  they  have  gathered  in  another.  And  as  for 
our  modern  travellers,  they  are  as  far  as  possible  from  the  design 
of  any  long  expatriation.  They  abhor  the  idea  of  not  giving  their 
country  the  full  benefits  of  aU  their  foreign  discoveries,  in  the 
midst  of  their  tour,^  they  are  consoling  themselves  for  all  their,  tra- 
velling perplexities,  by  anxiously  anticipating  the  triumphant  moment 
when  they  shall  deposit  upon  their  own  shores  all  the  riches  of  their 
diaries  and  theories,  sights  and  oversights,  apprehensions  and  mis* 
apprehensions.  Hot  can  we  desire  any  clmnge  in  these  feelings 
and  intentions.  We  love  them  too  much  not  to  wish  them  back^ 
even  at  the  expense  of  all  their  importations.  But  this  circum- 
stance gives  a  new  feature  to  the  case.  It  is  probable,  that,  except 
for  military  purposes,  so  large  a  body  of  travellers  never,  of  tbeii: 
own  good-will^  issued  from  their  own  country  with  a  hearty  purpose 
of  returning  at  no  distant  periods  Soldiers,  indeed,  have  gone  abroad ; 
but  they  have  often  embarked  only  to  buy  with  their  blood  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country ;  and  have  sent  us  back  nothing  but  their  bones 
to  animate  us,^like  the  skin  of  old  John  Zisca  wrought  into  a  drum, 
to  fresh  struggles  for  the  land  they  loved  so  fondly,  and  defended  so 
well. — A  few  merchants,  also,  have  gone  abroad,  but  have  sent  us 
back  only  a  dead  stock  of  luxuries  or  comforts,  which  inflicted  no 
further  injury  than  perhaps  a  fit  of  the  gout.  But  our  modem  tra- 
vellers are  not  satisfied  with  such  gifts.  They  mean  to  give  us  no- 
thing less  than  themselves,  with  all  the  accessions  to  their  or^nal 
character,  with  all  the  ''  splendida  peccata^**  th^  polished  follies  or 
iniquities^  tbeytaiay  have  collected  in  the  various  courts  of  Europe. 
Having  gone  through  the  warcb  of  the  continental  hospital,  they 
hasten  back  to  let  loose  this  ^^nova  cohors  febrium'*  to  do  its  work 
upon  the  national  constitution. 

But,  next,  in  order  to  estimate  the  probable  influence  of  these 
travellers  upon  the  national  character,  let  us  touch  once  more  upon 
their  various  ranks  and  circumstances. 

Some,  we  have  seen,  belong  to' a  class  who  are  for  the  most  part 
indolent  and  unoccupied.  From  them,  unless  a  continental  journey, 
by  reducing  them  to  absolute  poverty,  should  invest  them  on  a  sud- 
den with  new  and  extraordinary  energies,  little  is  to  be  feared. 
Should  they  be  so  changed  as  Co  begin  to  exert  any  influence  upon 
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others^  none  will  be  more  astonished  than  themselves.     An  idler 

thus  roused  and  stimulated^  like  the  tree  in  Virgil^  ,   . 

'<  Miraturque  novasfroodes,  et  uon  sua  poma/' 

This  class  of  persons^  unless  so  transformed^  will  be  characterised 
rather- by  receiving  any  form  which  society  may  choose  to  impress 
upon  them,  than  by  stamping  it  with  their  own  seal. 

Another  class  of  travellers^  to  whom  we  have  adverted^  was  the 
jfoting.-^ThesCy  if  possessed  of  little  influence  now,  will  soon  escape 
from  the  inefficiency  of  youth,  and  will  influence  the  circles  in 
which  they  move  in  proportion  to  their  rank  and  attainments ;  and 
it  will  be  no  fault  of  the  parents  and  guardians  of  man^  of  them,  if 
the  whole  of  their  prepossessions  are  not  opposed  to  the  habits  and 
institutions  of  their  country ;  if  the  reminiscencies  of  their  earliest, 
and  perhaps  happiest  years,  do  not  associate  themselves  with 
foreign  manners  so  as  to  leave  them  no  taste  for  what  is  purely 
British. 

A  third  class,  to  whom  we  have  referred,  were  females.  And 
when  their  just  and  natural  ascendancy  in  refined  society  is  consi- 
dered, every  change  in  their  habits  and  manners  must  be  contempla* 
ted  with  deep  solicitude.  The  extent  of  the  control  exercised  by 
the  female  sex  on  national  manners,  few,  I  conceive,  will  be  dis- 
posed either  to  question,  or,  in  the  present  state  of  our  own  country, 
to  regret.  While  this  mild  authority  is  chiefly  exercised  in  soften- 
ing the  manners  and  quickening  the  sensibilities  of  man — in  lessen- 
ing our  sorrows  and  doubling  our  joys — checking  our  too  feverish 
parsuit  of  worldly  objects,  and  winning  us  back  to  the  quiet  charms 
of  domestic  life — who  would  be  disposed  to  break  a  single  link  of 
his  silken  chain  ?  And,  still  more,  when  this  ascendancy  is  em- 
ployed, as  in  the  case  of  those  females  who  are  living  under  the  deep 
and  abiding  influence  of  religion,  in  taming  down  the  fiercer  pas- 
sions and  more  turbulent  humors  of  man — in  prompting  us  to 
acts  of  benevolence — ^in  discovering  to  us  the  worth  of  religion  by 
displaying  its  fruits  in  our  own  family — in  exhibiting  all  that  is  good, 
in  alliance  with  all  that  is  tender  and  interesting  and  lovely — in 
supplying  to  us  an  example  of  humility-^in  showing  us  the  efiiect 
of  prayer,  and  the  value  of  a  deep  and  intimate  union  with  God ; — 
who  is  there  that  would  not  consider  the  overthrow*  of  this  gentle 
dominion  as  the  loss  of  one  of  the  main  instruments  of  personal  im> 
provement  and  domestic  happiness  i  Nor  is  the  exercise  of  this 
mild  and  persuasive  power,  this*  despotism  of  affection,  by  any 
means  rare.  Without  giving  in  to  the  coarse  and  vulgar  sayings 
upon  this  topic,  it  must  be  admitted,  both  that  it  exists,  and  that, 
in  our  own  state :of  society  at  least,  it  is. possessed  to  a  wider  ex- 
tent than  it  is  deserved.     Any  change,  therefore,  in  the  character  of 
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those  who  to  such  an  extent  give  the  tone  and  compJexion  taMcie^ 
ty,  must  be  attended  with  large  results  to  the  national  character. 

But^  lastly,  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  body  of  modem  travel- 
lers is  a  heterogeneous  mass,  composed  of  men  of  all  ranks  and 
classes  in  society. — In  many  instances^  the  nobleman,  who  by  the 
natural  influence  of  property  commands  with  almost  feudal  autho- 
rity the  whole  population  of  his  neighbourhood,  ia  studying  for  the 
future  discharge  of  this  high  function  among  the  enlightened  nobles 
of  Italy  and  Venice!  Country  gentlemen  are  refaearsii^  their 
duties  to  their  villagers,  amongst  nations  to  whom  the  charac- 
ter, name,  and  office  of  a  country  gentleman  is  unknown ! — ^Nor 
does  the  evil  terminate  here.  Our  travellers  have,  as  we  have  seen, 
been  draughted  from  all  classes  of  the  community.  Lest  any  rank 
of  our  stayers  at  home  should  by  any  chance  forfeit  the  peculiar 
benefit  which  springs  from  direct  and  intimate  communication  wilh 
travelled  persons  of  the  same  rank  of  life^  some  *^  voyageur^^  wiU 
be  found  who  occupy  precisely  the  same  level  with  tbemaelves. 
There  are  nobles  for  the  nobility,  commons  for  the  commonalty 
clergy  for  the  clergy,  tutors  and  pupils,  painters  and  tuuaicians,  and 
tailors  and  milliners,  and  students  and  apprentices^  and  tradesmen 
and  servants,  all  prepared  to  inoculate  their  respective  classes. 
None  will  have  to  complain  that  he  is  cut  off  from  the  benefits  of 
free  and  confidential  intercourse  with  those  who  have  quitted  tbeii 
own  country  to  grow  wise  and  good  amidst  the  wonders  of  another. 
We  are  like  a  company  of  men,  each  having  hold  of  some  link  of  ao 
electric  chain :  all  touch  it,  higher  or  lower,  and  all,  whether  fot 
their  benefit  or  injury  remains  as  yet  to  be  seen,  must  expect  tafeel 
the  shock. 

And  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  control  exercised  by  die 
travelled  over  the  untravelled,  will  be  strengthened  by  a  great  vari^ 
ty  of  causes.  There  is  an  universal  disposition  in  our  nature  to  .con- 
aider  men  wise  in  proportion  to  what  they  have  seen;  to  esteem 
what  is  ^^  unknown,  magnificent ;"  and  especially  to  admire  others 
for  attainments  which  we  do  not  ourselves  possess.  There  is  also 
a  certain  ease,  and  polish,  and  security  of  pleasing,  communicated 
by  intercourse  with  varied  society,  and  especially  with  society  of 
the  higher  classes,  which  will  often  invest  those  possessed  of  it 
with  very  unmerited  authority.  Who  will  presume  to  cUspute  with 
those  on  the  results  of  infidelity,  who  have  themselves  measured 
ihem  in  the  Louvre  or  the  Thuilleriea?  Who  will  rashly  pretend 
to  canvass  the  evils  of  Popery  with  a  disputant  tbat  has  himself 
conversed  with  Cardinals,  heard  Grand  Mass  at  St.  Peter's,  of 
talked  over  the  matter  with  some  picturesque  monk  at  St.  Bar- 
nard's ? 

There  is,  besides,  one  peculiar  quality,  not  unfrequently  acquired 
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id  traVelKng,  wftich  is  of  t)rodigiaas  eBScacy  iii  all  rasdcs  of  '«>« 
eiety:  I  vaewif  that  species  of  latitudinarianidin  which  is  dignified  by 
the  name  of  liberalitj.  Let  me  not  be  conceived  to  dispute  the 
"Value  of  real  candor  and  liberality.  I  would  desire  to  search  fof 
liie  spirit  of  candor  and  of  Christian  charity,  as  for  hid  treasure ; 
and  to  lay  it  up  among  the  choicest  riches  of  our  inheritance*  But; 
'^  decipimur  specie  recti :"  there  is  a  species  of  indifference  to  all 
modes  of  thinlnng,  believing,  and  actings  which  is  a  not  unfrequent 
resalt  of  journeying  amidist  men  of  various  opinions,  and  which  li 
as  far  from  Christian  liberality  as  error  is  from  truths  I  shall  have 
occasion  presently  to  consider  this  question  in  relation  to  the  indiH 
vidual  thus  liberalized :  I  am  now  speaking  of  its  effects  on  society 
at  home ;  and  I  contend,  that  this  latitudinarianiism  gives  a  man  an 
incredible  advantage  in  society  over  his  less  easy,  because  more 
orthodox,  brother.  Such  a  person  can  d^l  charitably  with  aU 
opinions,  because  he  cares  for  none.  He  has  no  low-nadmled  par** 
liality  for  one  mode  of  faith,  because  he  has  n^  regard  to  any.  He 
would  admit  Christ  into  the  Capitol,  because  he  could  admit  Jttpi-« 
ter  into  the  Church.  He  can  deal  most  tenderly  with  vice,  bcu 
cause  he  does  not  contemplate  it  in  alt  its  overwhelming  resuhs^.^ 
He  does  not  see  it  as  a  Christian  sees  it,  surrounded  with  its  innuM 
merable  victims— care,  disease,  death,  perdition.  Whilst  the  plainy 
liome-bred,  sincere  Christian,  contemplating  vice  i»  the  mirror  of 
Scripture  and  in  the  results  of  experience,  views  it  with  horror,  eoflM 
templates  the  vicious  with  alarm  and  with  sorrow,  gives  sin  itai 
proper  name,  and  rebukes  the- vicious  as  the  Master  he  sehres 
would  have  rebuked  them  ;  these  more  generous  spirits  allow  themw 
selves  in  no  such  austerities ;  they  have  soft  natnes  aiid  elegant 
apologies  for  every  thing.  But  be  it  observed,  this  spurious  libe- 
rality will  be  almost  sure  to  win  the  day,  in  the  eyes  of  an  iintbink-( 
ing  world,  against  serious  orthodoxy  ;  and  travetted  scepticism  will- 
wear  the  honors  which  ought  to  be  yietded  to  Christian  firmnes9 
and  consistency. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  influence  of  foreign 
travelling  will  be  considerable,  both  as  respects  the  travetlersi 
themselves  and  the  country  from  which  they  have  emigrated,  I  go 
on  to  inquire — 

lU.  *^  What  the  real  nature  of  this  influence  is  likely  to  be.'' 
Before  entering  upon  this  discussion,  1  mu^  observe,  that  it 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  to  these  observations,  if  the 
survey  were  to  be  extended  to  all  the  nations  of  the  Continent.  As 
France,  therefore,  is  the  nearest  of  those  countries  ;'  as  it  will  bo 
visited  by  an  infinitely  larger  number  of  persons  than  will  visit  any 
other  country ;  as  its  probable  influence  upon  our  own  nianners 
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and  principles  will  bear  a  proportion  to  the. number  of  such  visi*: 
tors ;  as  the  evil  thrown  over  many  of  its  enormities  is  so  dexter- 
ously woven .  as  apparently  to  deceive  the  eye  even  of.  sonoe  keen 
examiners ;  I  shall  chiefly  confine  this  inquiry  to  the  actual  state  o£ 
France.  And  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  1  shall  notice  only  a  few  main 
features  of  the  case ;  arranging  what  I  have  to  say  under  the  heads, 
of  Manners  and  Religion. 

Under  the  head  of  Manners,  may  be  classed  that  spirit  6f  trifling 
by  which  the  French,  as  a  people,  are  so  eminently  characterized. 
Voltaire  has  left  many  mischievous  legacies  to  his  country;  but, 
perhaps,  none  which  is  at  once  a  greater  evil  in  itself,  and  will  do 
more  to  perpetuate  every  other  evil,  than  the  spirit  of  universal 
badinage  and  trifling.  To  laugh,  is  with  him  the  great  business  of 
life.  In  securing  materials  for  laughter,  he  lavishes  all  the  powers 
of  his  genius,  and  immolates  truth,  decency,  and  religion.  If  be 
begins  by  reasoning,  he  ends  with  a  joke.  Submit  to  his  argumeats, 
and  he  laughs  at  you :  push  him  by  your  own  argument,  and  be  es- 
capes by  laughing  at  himself  and  you.  He  has  been  termed>in 
imitation  of  the  witticism  upon  our  countryman  Goldsmith,  who  was 
once  called  an  *^  inspired  idiut'' — the  ''  inspired  monkey  :"  and  it 
would  not  be  diflSicult  to  assign  many  features,  and  especially  this  of 
everlasting  grimace,  which  would  justify  such  a  classification.  Had 
this  quality,  however,  been  confined  to  himself,  we  might  have  been 
satisfied  to  grieve  over  the  loss  and  perversion  of  his  extraordinary 
powers  ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  it  has  diffused  itself  over .  a 
vast  proportion  of  his  countrymen.  A  Frenchman.is  rarely  serious 
for  a  length  of  time  about  any  thing.  He  trifles  alike  with  all  sub- 
jects— with  the  most  serious  questions  in  politics,  and  the  most 
awful  topics  of  religion.  Chemists  have  succeeded  in  reducing  the: 
most  solid  substances  to  gasses :  and  the  most  substantial  truths 
attenuate  into  ''  trifles  light  as  air,''  in  the  grasp  of  this  extraor- 
dinary people.  But  can  any  habit  of  mind  be  at;  once  more  conta- 
gious and  destructive  of  all  that  is  manly  and  great  F  Seneca  says,, 
*^ quicquid  est  boni  moris  extinguimus  levitate.^  Lord  Bacon 
maintained,  that.no  majesty  of  character  could  be  combined  with  a 
light  and  trifling  spirit.  Madame  de  Stael,  who  will  not  be  sus- 
pected of  any  undue  leaning  to  superstition,  or  disregard  to  philosophy, 
considers  the  introduction  of  a  more  serious  temper  into  the  south, 
'of  Europe  by  the  northern  barbarians,  to  have  been  more  than  a 
compensation  for  all  the  evils  inflicted  by  them.  And,  in  truth, 
real  greatness  or  goodness  never  long  survive  the  impregnation  of 
the  mind  with  a  love  of  trifling  and  persiflage.  Those  great  topics 
upon  which  our  highest  duties  and  destinies  are  suspended,  refuse 
to  be  approached  except  with  the  decent  homage  of  a  thoughtful 
and  reverend  mind. — Now,  in   this  particular  has  consisted  as  yet 
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one  of  die  main  distinctions  between  ourselves  and  the  French  nst*i 
tion.  Tbej  account  us  a  grave  people ;  a  nation  of  shop-keepers  ; 
busy^  thoughtful^  serious  ;^— and  we  admit  the  charge,  but  contend 
that  these  very  qualities  constitute  the  elements  of  our  moral  and 
national  greatness.  Let  our  communion  with  that  ill-fated  coun-^ 
try  be  sensibly  increased ;  let  our  vagrants  be  mixed  up  a  little  mor^ 
in  its  dense  population  ;  let  the  two  nations  come  into  closer  con-' 
tact;  and  this  distinction  will  soon  melt  away,  and  we,  with  a.  little 
practice^  become  as  arrant  triflers  as  our  neighbours.  Nor  let'it  be 
thought  that  changes  as  extensive  as  this,  iQ  national  manners  and 
character,  are  either  impossible  or  uncommon.  France  herself  pass-' 
ed,  almost  by  a  leap,  from  a  state  of  abject  political  submission  to  ai 
state  of  the  most  unbridled  anarchy.  Spain,,  formerly  the  most  en- 
terprising and  quixotic  of  nations,  surrendered  all  her  grand  qaali*^ 
ties  to  a  single  satirist.  And,  under  new  circumstances,  it  is  not 
impossible  that  this  nation  may  soon  undergo  this  sort  of  transfor- 
mation, and  exhibit  only  the  relics  of  her  former  self — the  ''  Magni 
nominis  umbra** 

2.  A  second  quality,  which  may  be  ranged  under  tliis  head^  19 
vanity, — Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  no  nation  ever 
discovered  the  same  portion  of  self-conceit  and  the  same  love  of 
display  wkh  the  French.     Every  other  feature  in  the  national  cha- 
racter seems  to  exist  in  combination  with  this.     It  accompanies^ 
them  into  courts  and  senates,  into  the  field  of  battle  and  the  shades 
of  retirement :  it  equally  dives  with  the  poissarde  into  her  cellar,, ' 
and  squeezes  with  the  minister  into  the  crowds  of  his  levee.     The 
beggar  in  the  street  knows  so  well  the  constitution  of  his  coun- 
trymen, that  he  flatters  while  he  begs.     The  preacher  flatters  while 
he  rebukes  ;  so  that  even  the  sermons  of  Massillon  and  Bourda- 
loue  present  a  sort  of  chequered  exhibition  of  stem  reproof  and 
the  most  revolting  sycophancy. — ^Thus,  also,  in  military  matters. 
Bonaparte  governed  the  nation  by  cajoling  its  vanity.     Even  now^ 
it  is  difficult  to  persuade  a  Frenchman  that  their  armies,  in  the  late 
conflict,  have  sustained  any  defeat ;  and  there  is  said  to  be  a  pic- 
ture in  Paris,  of  a  grenadier  keepbg  the  allied  armies  in  check  by 
the  mere  terrors  of  his  countenance.     But  it  is  needless  to  esta- 
blish a  charge  against  the  French,  the  justice  of  which  none  will 
deny.     Nor  is  it  possible,  in  an  essay  such  as  this,  to  attempt  any 
enumeration  of  the  evils  of  vanity,  either  to  nations  or  individuals. 
I  will  rather  direct  my  readers  to  a  masterly  writer,  who  has  the 
merit  of  .first  exhibiting  vanity  in  its  true   size  ^iid  colors,  and 
surrounded  with  its  proper  consequences. 

^*  Vanity,'*  he  says,  "  when  disappointed^  (and  it  is  often  disap- 
pointed,) is  exasperated  into  malignity,  and  corrupted  into  envy.- 
In  this  stage  the  vain  man  commences  a  determined  misanthropist. 
He  detests  that  excellence  which   he  cannot  reach.     He  detests 
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his  species,  mi  tongs  to  be  reveftged  for  die  luqMitfdiMiablo 
injostice  be  has  sustained  in  their  insensibility  to  his  merits.  He 
H^es  upon  the  calamities  of  the  world ;  the  vices  and  nUBerias  of 
inen  are  his  element  and  Ihs  food.  Virtue,  talents,  and  genius, 
are  his  natural  enemies,  which  he  persecutes  with  instinc- 
tive eagerness,  and  unrelenting  hostility.  There  are  w^  ddubt 
the  existence  of  such  a  disposition ;  but  it  certainly  tssttes  out  of 
the  dregs  of  disappointed  vanity :  a  disease  which  taints  and  vitiates 
the  whole  character  wherever  it  prevails.  It  forms  the  heart  to 
such  a  profound  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  others,  tha^  what- 
ever appearances  he  may  assume,  or  however  wide  the  circle  of 
his  seeming  virtues  may  extend,  you-  will  infallibly  find  the  vain 
man  is  his  own  centre.  Attentive  only  to  himself,  absorbed  in 
the  contemplation  of  his  own  perfections,  instead  of  feeling  ten- 
derness for  his  fellow-creatures  as  members  of  the  same  family, 
as  beings  with  whom  he  is  appointed  to  act,  to  suffer,  and  to 
sympathise  ^  he  considers  life  as  a  stage  on  which  be  is  performing 
a  part,  and  mankind  in  no  other  light  than  spectators.  Whether 
lie  smiles  or  frowns,  whether  his  path  is  adorned  with  the  rays  of 
beneficence,  or  his  steps  are  dyed  in  blood,  an  attentioil  to  self  is 
ttie  spring  of  every  movement,  and  the  motive  to  which  every  action 
is  referred.  His  apparent  good  qualities  lose  all  their  worth,  by 
lomig  all  that  is  sin>{de,  genuiae,  and  natural :  they  are  even  press- 
ed into  the  service  oif  vanity,  and  become  the  means  of  enlarging 
its  power.  The  truly  good  man  is  jealous  over  himself>  lest  the 
notoriety  of  his  best  actions,  by  blending  itself  widi  their  motive, 
shomld  diminish  their  value;  the  vain  man  p^orms  die  same  acr 
tions  for  the  sake  of  that  notoriety.  The  good  man  quietly  dis- 
charges his  duty,  and  shons  ostentation ;  the  vain  man  considers 
every  good  deed  lost  that  is  not  publicly  displayed.  The  one  is 
intent  upon  realities,  the  other  upon  semblances:  the  one  aims  to 
ie  virtuous,  the  other  to  appear  so.''* 

'  *  *  The  same  restless  mid  eager  vanity  which  disturbs  a  family,  when 
it  IS  permitted  in  a  great  national  crisis  to  mingle  with  political  af- 
fairs, distracts  a  kingdom ;  infusing  into  those  entrusted  with  the 
enaction  of  laws  a  spirit  of  rash  innovation  and  daring  empiricism, 
a  disdain  of  the  established  usi^esof  mankind,  a  foolish  desii^to 
dazzle  the  world  with  new  and  untried  systems  of  policy,  in  which 
the  precedents  of  antiquify  and  the  experience  of  ages  are  oidy  con- 
sidted  to  be  trodden  under  foot ;  mxA  into  the  executive  department 
of  government,  a  fierce  contention  for  pre-eminetice,  aii  incessant 
struggle  to  supplant  and  destroy,  with  a  propensity  to  calumny  and 
suspicion,  proscription  and  massacre."^ 

.  ^  «  Modem  Inidelity  considered  s*'  a  sermon,  by  the  Rev.  ^bert  Htil. 
*  Ball's  '^  Modern  Infidelity  considered.'^ 
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■  Here,  then,  k  another  source  of  danger  lo  our  EngUsli  tratellera. 
Vanity^  among  its  other  evil  qualitiefi,  is  of  a  nature  so  highly  abt 
fectiottSy  that  our  countrymen  cannot  breathe  the  air  of.  France 
\vithout  running  some  risk  of  contracting  it — of  exchanging  their 
simpticity  for  a  spirit  of  display-^of  learning  jfeo  be  fops^  in  aiming 
to  be  gentlemen.  What  La  Harpe  said  of  an  individual^  h  true 
of  the  nation  to  which  she  belonged :  ^^  11  e$t  difficile  d'avoir  moins 
de  sensibility  et  plus  d'^o'isme,"  And  shall  we  not  tremble  at  die 
approximatioB  to  a  disease  such  as  this  ? 

.    S.  A  third  blot  in  the  minds  and  manners  of  our  contineittal  neigb- 

bours,  is  the  almost  total  disregard  and  disrelish  for  domestic  pied^ 

sures  and  virtues.  •  It  has  been  said  a  thousand  times  of  the  French*, 

and  in  general  of  the  southern  nations  of  the  Continent,  that  the 

word  home  is  scarcely  known  among  them.     la  France,  no  ^ne 

stays  at  home,  except  to  receive  company — except,  that  is,  to  be  as 

aiucb  in  public  as  though  they  were  not  at  home.     Men,  women, 

aad  diildren,  live  in  public— ^in  theatres,  and  gardens,  and  prome^ 

nades,  and  exhibitions,  and  coffee-houses.     Of  course,  in  sudi  a 

state  of  society  the   cultivation   of  domestic  graces  and  virtues 

would  be  sopedQuous.  But  suppose  our  countrywomen,  especially, 

to  contract  this  taste  for  publicity  ;  what  a  blow  would,  be  struck  at 

our  national  happiness !     It  is,  next  to  Ibe  favor  of  his  God,  the 

highest  joy  of  an  Englishman,  that  he  has  a  bosom  at  home  on 

which  to  cast  bis  sorrows,  and  perplexities,  and  disappointments  ;-^ 

that,  released  from  the  feuds  of  parliament,  or  the  oar  of  profession 

nal  duty,  or  the  din  and  hurry  and  anxiety  of  commercial  specula* 

tioo^  he  may  return  to  a  companion  who,  dwellitig  amidst  scenes 

of  comparative  repose,  has  been  providing  in  his  own  little  man* 

sion  a  balm  for  bis  aching  heart. and  a  cordial  for  his  exhausted 

powers  ;-^that,  when  his  jaded  mind  is  sinking  under  the  accumulated 

burdens  of  life,  he  has  a  band  prepared  to  lead  him  beside  the  ^'  still 

waters  and  green  pastures''  of  heavenly  consolation.     With  this 

species  of ''  pleasures,"  we  fear  that  other  countries  are  less  ac* 

quainted.  But,  who,  that  has  oaoe  tasted  of  them,  will  be  contented 

to  exchange  them   for  the   smooth  indifference,  the  stratagems, 

the  dexterous  double-dealings,  the  subtle  prettinesses  of  foreign 

politeness? 

On  the  subject  of  domestic  ^^  virtues'^  I  shall  be  satisfied,  with 
some  apology  for  the  explicituess  of  the  language  in  which  their 
judgment  is  conveyed,  to  let  two  very  intelligent  travellers  deliver 
their,  opinion-^tbe  o«»e,  as  to  the  slate  of  France  ;  the  other,  as  to 
that  of  Italy.  The  following  extract  is  from  "  Scott's  Visit  to 
Paris.'' 

**  These  breaches  of  nuptial  fidelity,  it  is  affirmed,  are  less  uni- 
versal at  present  ttiaa  they  were  before  the  Revolution ;  but,  I  be* 
Ueve,  it  is  doing  no  iil)ustice  to  the  state  of  French  morals  to  say 
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that  they  now  constitute  the  majority  of  cases  of  conduct' after  wed- 
lock in  the  genteel  circles  of  Paris." 

The  rest  of  the  passage,  although  of  a  still  more  decisive  diarac* 
ter,  is  too  coarse  for  extraction. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  a  no  less  keen  observer,  in  his  Observations  on 
Italy,  speaking  of  Florence,  says  that  the  females  *^  keep  the  con- 
versation perpetually  fluttering  on  the  brink  of  obscenity,  and  often 
pass  the  line.''  And  again :  ''  Cecesbeism,  though  perhaps  as  gene- 
ral, is  not  so  formally  legalized  as  at  Naples,  where  the  right  of 
keeping  a  gallant  is  often  secured  by  the  marriage  contract;  yet, 
here,  no  lady  can  appear  in  fashionable  company,  or  before  God*, 
without  such  an  attendant.  She  leaves  her  husband  and  children 
at  home,  while  her  professed  adulterer  conducts  her  to  church,  as 
if  purposely  to  boast  before  Heaven  of  the  violation  of  its  own 
laws.'' 

If  one  half  of  this  is  true,  can  any  motives,  which  are  not  of  the 
weightiest  nature,  justify  Englishmen  in  exposing  the  females  of 
their  family,  especially  by  a  protracted  visit  to  these  countries,  to 
the  contagion  of  such  habits  i 

.    The  truth  is,  that  in  France,  especially,  the  whole  education  and 
discipline  of  the  female  sex  is  directed  to  a  different  object  from 
that  which  is  contemplated  in  England.     A  French  woman  is  edu- 
cated simply  and  exclusively  for  display.     No  virtue  will  atone  for 
the  absence  of  the  power  of  drawing  and  fixing  attention :  scarcely 
any  vice  will  tarnish  the  lustre  of  this  power.     What  a  ^'  damning 
proof"  of  the  truth  of  these  assertions  has  a  late  trial  in  France 
supplied  to  the  surrounding  nations  ?  A  woman  had  been  detected 
in  most  infamous  circumstances.     When  brought  to  the  bar,  as  a 
witness  in  a  most  awful  case  of  murder,  she  admitted  her  own  in- 
famy— she  repeatedly  perjured  herself — she  insulted  the  judges- 
she  trifled  with  the  lives  of  the  prisoners — she  sported  with  the 
murder  itself — and  yet,  because  she  fainted  at  the  proper  moment, 
because   she  encountered  the  queries  of  the  court  with  frontless 
insensibility, , because  she  strutted  over  this  field  of  blood  like  an 
actress — because  she  played  a  part,  and  spoke  in  metaphor^  she 
was  almost  worshipped  at  Paris  under  the  title  of  ^*  the  Angel  of 
Destiny."    The  judges,  the  lawyers,  the  people,  the  secretaries  of 
state,  all  exhaust  the  power  of  language  and  fancy  to  panegyrize 
this  infamous  woman. — Such  a  state  of  society  is  little  short  of  a 
moral  plague ;  and  no  man  should  hope  to  escape  the  infection  who 
rashly  exposes  himself,  or  those' he  loves,  amongst  its  miserable 
victims. 

V 

But  I  must  not  dwell  longer'  on  the  subject  of  manners,  and 
shall  now  turn  to  the  still  more  important  subject  of  Religion. 
I  would  be  far  from  pronouncing  any  general  sentence  on  the 
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principles  or  practice  of  the  population  of  a  mighty  Empire. 
Doubtless^  the  Saviour  of  the  world  has  sincere  worshippers  ia 
every  land  where  temples  are  erected  to  his  honor.  Even  in  the 
countries  where  Popery  appears  to  have  most  effectually  withered 
the  growth  of  pure  and  spiritual  religion^  many  a  devout  supplicant 
serves  God  by  unconsciously  violating  the  principles  of  a  church 
M^hich  he  does  not  venture  to  dispute  or  examine.  Many  escape 
from  the  mists  of  error  and  impurity  into  the  sunny  region  of  truth 
and  holiness.  ^Put^  admitting  this,  we  shall  risk  nothing  in  assert- 
ing that  France  and  Italy,  and  especially  the  former  country,  are 
almost  universally  divided  between  the  most  heartless  infidelity  and 
the  grossest  superstition.  1  shall  dwell  for  a  moment  on  each  of 
these  subjects. 

1.  And  first,  let  us  touch  on  the  subject  of  infidelity. — ^The 
court  of  Louis  XIV.  was  the  proper  seed-bed  of  infidel  principles. 
By  exhibiting  a  sort  of  religious  profession  in  combination  with 
ambition,  inordinate  vanity,  and  unbridled  sensuality,  it  could  not 
but  bring  religion  into  the  most  abject  contempt.  The  preachers 
also,  as  has  been  already  observed,  conspired  to  degrade  the  altars 
at  which  they  ministered,  by  casting  upon  them  the  gross  offerings 
of  unhallowed  adulation.  It  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  the  preach- 
er **qui  prouve  la  religion,"  or  he  *'  qui  la  fait  aimer,"  offended 
the  most,  in  fuming  the  insatiable  monarch  with  the  incense  of  his 
own  applause.  -  After  the  death  of  this  sovereign  succeeded  a  Re- 
gency, whose  profligacy  was  the  common  cry  and  bye-word  of  the 
civiUzed  world.  The  succeeding  reign  of  Louis  XV.,  if  less  coarse* 
ly  and  disgustingly  profligate  than  the  Regency,  was  not  less  sen 
sual  and  inwardly  corrupt :  and  the  constitutional  timidity  and  in- 
dolence of  the  monarch  and  of  his  ministers,  gave  ample  scope  for 
those  stratagems  to  strike  root  downwards,  and  bear  fruit  upwards, 
M  hich  were  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  moral  ruin  over  the  world. 
**  jiprh  notis/'  said  Madame  de  Pompadour,  *'  le  deluge ;"  and> 
siire  enough,  a  deluge  of  enormities  followed  this  disastrous  reign, 
which-  swept  away  every  land-mark  of  religion  and  virtue  in  France; 
and  threatened  the  utter  annihilation  of  civilized  society.  This 
is  no  place  to  enter  upon  a  detailed  account  of  conspiracies,  on  the 
banner  of  which  was  inscribed  ''  Ecrasez  PInfame/*  and  of  whose 
leaders  it  was  the  fond  prediction  that  Christianity  would  in  less 
than  a  century  b^  expelled  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  It  is  enough 
to  say^  that  as  to  France  herself,  the  prediction  was  well-nigh  ac- 
curately fulfilled  ;  that,  within  a  very  few  years  of  the  present  mo- 
ment, she  endeavoured  to  root  out  every  vestige  of  Christianity 
from  her  soil ;  that  she  erected  a,  strumpet  into  a  divinity,  and  wor- 
shipped her  as  the  ^^  goddess  of  reason.!'  Let  it  never  be  forgot-* 
ten,  in  forming  our  present  estimate  of  Francie,,  that  within  a  few 
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years  die  exhibited  the  only  exampte  upon  record  of  a  natiott 
of  professed  i^theists.  Id  what  respects  the  reign  of  Bonaparte 
¥ras  likely  to  recover  this  apostate  country^  let  those  judge  who 
remember  his  own  profession  of  Islamism^and  the  well-authenticated 
fact  that  on  his  return  from  Elba  he  consigned  the  administratioD 
of  the  new  schools  for  the  education  of  the  poor  to  Camot,  with  the 
express  injunction  that  no  letter  of  the  Bible^  and  no  particle  of 
Christianity^  should  be  introduced  into  them.  And  we  venture  to 
say,  that  whoever^  since  the  cessation  of  hostibtif  s,  has  held  any 
extended  intercourse  with  Frenchmen^  will  discover  that  the  adhe^ 
teats  of  Bonaparte,  the  great  body  of  the  military,  (that  is,  in  fact^ 
the  mass  of  the  community,)  are  not  ill-prepared  for  the  deificaUon 
of  any  other  image  or  person  whom  it  may  be  thought  desirabb 
lo  substitute  for  their  discredited  goddess. 
.  2.  But  secondly,  where  infidelity  does  not  prevail,  sirperji/f^joa 
lias  too  generally  occupied  the  place  of  real  piety.  Look  at  the 
actual  state  of  those  who  are  professed  believers  in  Christiaiiity. 

In  die  first  place,  all  the  mummery  of  Popery  is  retained;  and 
even  some  ceremonies,  which  the  good  sense  of  Louis  XVI.  bad 
rejected,  have  been  restored  by  the  existing  sovereign.  He  is,  bj 
a  solecism  in  reform,  attempting  to  force  a  gross  superstition  down 
the  throats  of  an  infidel  people.  What  a  re-^ction  must  tbb  pro* 
dUce ! 

.  In  the  next  place^  there  is  literally  no  Sabbath.  The  Sabbath 
is  not  a  day  of  rest,  but  of  increased  dissipation.  The  shops  are 
open — the  courts  are  held — the  Uieatres  are  thronged — ^public 
shows  and  national  celebrations  are  eagerly  multiplied. 

Next;  the  nation  is  sufiering  under  that  general  curse  of  Popery, 
the  detention  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  from  the  mass  of  the  people. 
,The  great  mass  of  the  nation  is  afflicted  with  a  most  perilous  dis- 
ease ;  and  they  are  forcibly  excluded  from  the  only  fountain  of 
)iealth. 

,  Add  to  this,  certain  pecalidrities,  which  iiave  deep  root  and  wide 
growth  in  that  neglected  soil. 

Ridicule  is  the  almost  tinivenal  test  of  truth. — **  A  man  bad 
better,''  says  M.  Jouy  (a  gentleman  who  has  given  a  very 
laithftil  tliough  not  very  attractive  sketch  of  the  manners  of  his 
country),  "  be  vicious  than  ridiculous.'' 

jlll  distinctions  of  character  are  coffounded.'^-^No  womaa  is 
shut  out  from  society  because  she  has  violated  some  of  the  most 
sacred  duties  which  she  owes  to  it. 

Vice  is  reduced  to  a  regular  system. — ^Gross  indecency  is  indeed 
prohibited,  as  being  in  bad  taste ;  but,  in  retuf  n,  secret  profl^cy 
is  recognised  and  licensed.  The  Gk>vemment  lease  out  die  public 
stews.  ^^  There  is  but  one  Palais  Royal  in  the  world,"  say  the 
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French  :    **  It  is  happj^  for  ihe  world/'  replies  Mr.  Scott,  *'  that 
there  is  but  one/' 

NoWy  I  do  not  .oiean  to  state  these  as  the  necessary  fruits  ot 
superstition ;  but  they  are  its  not  unnatural  concomitants.  A  re- 
ligion which  substitutes  forms  for  principles  constitutes  a  sort  of 
marsh  land  in  morals,  where  every  thing  noxious  is  generated,  and, 
above  all,  licentiousness,  simulation,  mock  homage  and  real  con- 
tempt for  all  that  is  great,  and  venerable,  and  holy. 

AMiough,  for  reasons  before  stated,  and  especially  from  the  ap- 
prehension of  extending  this  discussion  beyond  its  legitimate  bounds, 
little  reference  has  been  made  to  the  religious  circumstances  of  the 
other  southern  nations;  it  need  scarcely  be  added,  that  as  these 
tiations  are  almost  exclusively  under  the  influence  of  Popery,  from 
which  many  of  these  evils  flow,  the  same  observations,  to  a  consi- 
derable eifctetit,  apply  to  them.  Popery  has  an  almost  irresistible 
tendency  to  inflict  the  opposite  evils  of  superstition  and  infidelity, 
wherever  it  prevails.  When  the  religious  authorities  of  a  country 
idemand  more  than  right  reason  and  conscience  allow  us  to  ^yield, 
the  ob^dieM  almost  necessarily  become  bigots^  and  the  disobedient 
infidels.  Free  toleration  would  supply  an  intermediate  spot,  a 
sort  of  border  country,  where  the  dissidents  nught  rest ;  but  Po- 
pery does  not  tolerate ;  and  the  dissatisfied  have  no  temptation  to 
embrace  any  other  mode  of  religion,  when  it  is  the  common  belief 
of  their  country  that  one  only  can  save  the  soul.  Hence  the  land 
is  almost  necessarily,  to  a  great  extent,  divided  between  those  who 
believe  every  thing,  and  those  who  believe  nothing.  The  actual 
condition  of  most  Papal  countries  will  be  found  to  substantiate 
these  obseiVations.  The  thick  night  of  unbelief  is  only  here  and 
there  broken  by  the  lurid  glare  of  superstition. 

Having  thus  presented  a  very  brief  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
moral  condition  of  a  part  of  the  continental  nations,  1  proceed  to 
our  next  point  of  inquiry. — 

IV.  "  What  are  some  of  the  actual  effects  which  may  be  antici- 

^patedfrom  the  irifluence  of  these  Continental  visits,  on  the  minds 

and  character  of  our  travellers  ?" — The  brief  observations  I  shaH 

be  able  to  offer  upon  this  point,  may  be  arranged  under  the  heads 

of  Letters  and  Religion. 

In  the  first  place:  Although  it  is  obvious  that  considerable  lite- 
rary  aidvantages  may,  under  some  circumstances,  be  reaped  from 
travelling ;  under  other  circumstances,  many  evils  are  to  be  appre- 
hended. The  advantages  I  will,  as  before,  suppose  to  be  known  : 
let  us  touch  for  a  moment  on  the  disadvantages. 

] .  In  the  first  place,  there  is  much  danger  of  learning  to  rest 
satisfied  with  superficial  knowledge. --^M^ny  quit  their  country  with- 
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out  anj  such  qualificadons  for  travelling  as  enable  llieai  Id  reap 
the  real  advantages  which  it  offers.  Others^  aldioogh  fiuwaksA  witb 
many  pre-requisites  for  travelling,  are  seduced  from  uacliil  ponaits 
bj  the  dissipations  or  attractions  of  foreign  covnlriea.  Odhersi 
who  have  journeyed  with  industry  and  caie^  neglect,  oo  tbeir  ratam, 
fo  correct  their  own  observations  by  comparing  them  witk  the  ob- 
servations of  others ;  and  thus  lose  the  benefit  of  ezperieDce  by  a 
negligence  in  study.  Now,  in  all  such  cases  the  trmvdier  vnU,  ii 
spite  of  his  wanderings^  remain  really  ignorant ;  but,  wbal  is  worse, 
)ie  runs  the  risk  of  continuing  satisfied  with  his  ^oraooe*  Bis 
measure  of  information,  however  scanty,  is  just  eooii^  ta  pass 
current  Mrith  many  for  real  knowledge ;  and  if  the  GoaoterfiBit  will 
pass,  few,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  at  the  cost  at  procBiing  the 
legitimate  coin. 

2.  The  habit  of  rambling  is  apt  to  communicate  a  sfirii  of 
gambling  to  the  mind. — ^The  benefit  of  those  pursaics  tQ  the  intel- 
lectual faculties,  which  cc^ect,  confine,  and  concenter  the  atten- 
tion, has  been  universally  admitted.  But  a  change  of  place,  and 
object,  and  pursuit,  has  the  opposite  tendency  of  diatracUng  and 
dissipating  attention ;  of  scattering  the  powers  of  the  mind  among 
so  many  subjects,  as  to  leave  no  fixed  thought  and  deliberation  for 
4iny ;  of  teaching  us  to  cut  those  Gordian  knots  wUch  it  is  the 
most  useful  occupation  of  the  understanding  to  untie. 

3.  Another  common  effect  of  travelling,  is  that  of  tempting  the 
traveller,  who  is  in  the  constant  habit  of  combining  pleasure  with 
instruction,  to  aJfhor  all  studies  which  cannot  be  thus  agre€abfy  m- 
sociated. — Every  person,  who  has  watched  the  operations  ofbk 
own  mind,  is  conscious  of  the  inebriating  effect  of  that  species  c^ 
reading  which  is  calculated  mainly  to  stimulate  and  to  amuse.  The 
student  thus  stimulated,  finds  great  difiiculty  of  returning,  if  1  may 
so  speak,  to  his  sober  cftps.  But  it  is  peculiar  to  the  trmvdier  to 
live  under  a  perpetual  stimulus ;  to  have  all  his  oI]ject8  and  pur- 
suits associated  with  attractive  scenes  and  events.  It  may  be  ex* 
pected,  therefore,  that  he  will  find  no  small  difficulty  isn  exchakig* 
ing  his  picturesque  employment  for  the  dull  routine  of  the  every- 
day student. 

4.  Continental  travelling,  also,  has  perhaps  a  tendency  to  attach 
men  rather  to  an  elegant  and  trifling  species  of  literature,  than  to 
those  more  hardy  and  profound  pursuits^  which  involve  the  highest 
interests  and  duties  of  man. — A  taste  indeed  for  the  fine  arts,  for 
the  classics,  for  many  of  the  pursuits  which  embellish  -  life  may 
often  be  both  inspired  and  nourished  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  or 
amidst  the  wild  sublimities  of  the  Alps.  Nor  am  I  by  any  means 
disposed  to  undervalue  any  attainments  by  which  Jife  may  be  strip- 
|>ed  of  its  grossness,  or  its  innocent  delights  be  multiplied.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  possible  to  polish  our  mind  at  the  expense  of  its 
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tnarrow  and  substance ;  to  sacrifice  all  the  hardy  and  masculine 
qwAlities  of  the  intellect  at  the  shrine  of  imagination  ;  to  gazb  away 
our  understandings ;  to  consume  some  of  the  most  precious  years 
of  life  in  search  of  laborious  nothings,  in  deciphering  \i4iat  ought 
neirer  to  be  deciphered,  in  forgetting  all  that  ought  to  be  remem- 
bcnred^  and  reoienibering:  much  that  cannot  be  too  soon  forgotten--^ 
lo  return  to  our  country  the  petit  maiire  purveyor  to  the  Mronder- 
iiients  of  a  diiettaoti  dub,  but  with  a  heartless  indifference  to  all 
tbose  awful  topics  which  command  the  attention  of  senates,  or  ex- 
haust the  energies  of  the  patriot  and  die  preacher.  It  is  men  of 
bttsmese  diat  our  country  requires ;  and  dieir  jfJace  will  be  ill  sup- 
plied by  graceful  copyists  of  the  worn-out  grace  and  majesty  of 
d(  aacient  Greece  and  Rome. 

So  much  for  the  literary  dangers  to  which  some  of  our  travel* 
lers  q^pear  to  be  exposed.  Let  us  next  turn  to  the  more  impor- 
tant tc^cs  of  mora/s  and  rf^tgton. 

HeriS|  again,  it  is  by  no  means  difficult  toimagtne  cases  in  which 
travelling  may  be  productive  of  great  moral  advantages.  The  rank, 
the  cSicimistanceSi  the  preparation,  the  peculiar  temper,  taste,  and 
babfts  of  the  traveller^  the  company  in  which  he  travels,  the  places 
at  wMdi  he  stops — these,  and  other  like  points,  must  have  much 
weight  in  any  decision  as  to  the  probable  results  of  the  expedition. 
Instances  may  be  conceived,  in  which  a  journey,  pursued  with  a 
due  regard  to  all  these  ctrcuttistances,  may  assist  in  liberalizing  the 
mind;  in  forming  it  to  independent  habits  of  thinking  and  acting ; 
in  communicating  a  more  kind  and  catholic  spirit ;  m  lifting  the 
soul,  by  the  contemplati<Mi  of  all  the  glories  of  the  universe,  to  its 
Great  Author  and  Architect.  It  is,  indeed,  often  useful,  to  those 
whose  minds  have  been  cramped  or  stinted  by  the  prejudices  of  a 
natrow  education,  to  escape  £roiti  this  petty  comer  of  the  earth  ; 
to  xAe  their  ^taud  among  the  prodigies  of  creation ;  to  survey  the 
great  family  of  God  distributed  over  the  face  of  nature ;  and  to 
leam>  from  the  characters  of  tenderness  and  mercy  widi  which 
every  spot  is  pregnant,  some  fresh  lesson  of  forbearance  and  love 
to  all  mankind.  But,  e\'en  with  diis  as  a  counterpoise,  the  moral 
dangers  of  a  traveller  seem  greatly  to  preponderate  over  his  moral 
advantages. 

He  is,  in  Ibe  first  place,  exposed  to  a  wholly  new  class  of  temp- 
tations, arising  out  of  the  broad,  naked^  and  shameless  projligacy  of 
foreign  manners. — Upon  this  pdnt,  for  obvious  reasons,  it  is  im- 
possible to  dwell. 

He  is,  moreover,  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  influence  of  a  wide- 
Spread  and  deep-rooted  infidelity.  And,  especially,  if  he  belong  to 
a  literary  class,  he  discovers  the  walks  of  literature  to  be  peculiarly 
infected  with  this  spirit.  And  perhaps,  with  much  national  man- 
vaise  honle,  and  with  little  comparative  fai^ifity  in  reasoning  in  a 
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foreign  language,  he  may  find  himself  able  to  say  less  in  defence  of 
the  strongest  points  in  religion  than  the  meanest  dabbler  in  dia* 
lectics  is  able  to  say  against  them.  And,  by  d^ees,  mistaking  bia 
own  infirmity  for  the  infirmity  of  the  cause  of  which  he  is  so  de« 
fective  a  champion,  he  surrenders  the  faith,  which  has  stood  the 
test  of  ages,  the  scrutiny  of  the  most  profound  examiners,  and 
which  has  carried  millions  in  pieace  and  honor  through  all  the  stages 
of  life,  and  will  present  them  calm  and  undismayed  at  thd  tribunal 
of  their  God.  The  instances  are  not  rare  in  which  the  whole  of 
this  process  has  taken  place. 

If  the  traveller,  in  his  endeavours  to  escape  from  the  hazardous 
region  of  infidelity,  betake  himself  to  the  circles  of  more  orthodox 
society,  he  is  there  assailed  by  an  opposite  danger.  Perhaps  what* 
ever  measure  of  religion  he  may  himself  possess,  is  seated  chiefly 
in  his  imagination,  and  is  therefore  ready  to  retreat  before  any 
fairer  vision  which  may  present  itself  to  his  fancy :  and,  perhaps, 
he  may  discover  this  more  seducing  spectacle  in  Popery  itself. 
Pious  minds,  of  more  susceptibility  than  strength,  and  the  slaves 
of  impressions  rather  than  the  simple  and  sober  scholars  of  Christ, 
can  scarcely  fail,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  have  their  attention  arrested 
and  their  affections  interested  by 'some  of  the  solemnities  of  the 
Roman  Church.  A  celebrated  living  German  poet  is  said  to  have 
embraced  Popery  from  having  seen  a  funeral  procession  issue  at 
midnight  from  a  church,  followed  by  a  picturesque  train  of  monks 
with  torches,  whose  dim  lustre  flashed  across  their  wan  connte- 
^ances  and  solemnly  lighted  up  the  ancient  edifice  which  towered 
above  them,  and  whose  chaunt  seemed  nothing  less  than  the  re- 
quiem of  angels  to  the  soul  of  the  dead.  Others  have  looked  them* 
pelves  into  Popery  at  the  solemnity  of  the  Papal  benediction  at 
Rome ;  when  the  Pontiff  appears,  as  it  were,  suspended  in  the 
air,  and  pronounces  his  blessing  on  the  universe,  and,  at  the  firing 
of  cannon,  the  whole  of  the  innumerable  multitude  collected  before 
him  prostrate  themselves  as  one  man  in  his  awful  presence.  Others, 
of  a  timid  cast  of  mind,  are  perhaps  frightened  out  of  Protestant- 
ism into  Popery  by  the  solemn  bodings  of  some  smooth  and  solemn 
priest,  who  with  an  air  of  infallibility  denounces  everlasting  ruin 
upon  every  soul  which  is  not  within  the  pale  of  the  Roman  Churchy 
If  such  instances  of  apostacy  from  a  pure  to  a  corrupt  faith  are 
rare,  I  myself  have  known  cases  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  die 
danger  is  not  by  any  means  chimerical. 

The  main  temptation,  however,  of  the  traveller,  is  not  peihaps 
to  any  open  and  violent  rejection  of  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  but 
rather  to  such  an  adulteration  of  the  fundamental  principles  and 
precepts  of  his  religion  by  an  infusion  of  Popery,  or  to  such  a 
complete  though  secret  surrender  of  them^  as  to  render  hb  pro-, 
of  little  or  no  value.  v 
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'  Consider  how  many  circumstances  tend  to  this  formidable  result. 
-  TThe  traveller,  generally  speaking,  is  excluded  from  all  means  of 
-public  instruction,  and  therefore,  from  all  the  checks,  warnings,  en- 
couragements, and  exhortations,  which  these  merciful  provisions  fur 
our  spiritual  welfare  are  calculated  to  supply.  He  may  wish  to 
f*  go  up  to  the  house  of  his  God,''  but  perhaps  wishes  it  in  vain. 
He  may  4wander  on  mountains  which  never  listened  to  the  bells  of 
ifae  Sabbath ;  or  may  dwell  in  cities  where  the  still  voice  of  truth  is 
stifled  bv  superstition  and  mummery.  He  may  halt  in  a  spot,  either 
ivhere  there  is  no  religion,  or  where  religion  is  degraded  to  a  mere 
pantomime.  And  who  can  calculate  the  probable  effects  of  such  a 
change  of  circumstances,  especially  if  of  long  duration  ? 

In  the  next  place,  he  lives  in  countries  of  which  it  is  scarcely  too 
much  to  say,  that  **  they  keep  no  Sabbath ;"  where,  at  least,  the 
dissipation  of  one  part  of  the  day  is  calculated  in  the  strongest  de- 
gree to  neutralize  every  conceivable  benefit  of  the  other — where 
any  possible  spark  of  religion  which  may  be  kindled  by  what  may 
be  termed  a  very  heavy  '*  spectacle"  performed  by  the  priests  in 
the  morning,  is  thoroughly  and  almost  inevitably  extinguished  by  a 
far  gayer  and  .more  attractiye  species  of  spectacle"  in  the  evening. 
Let  those  who  have  felt  the  powerful  influence  of  the  Sabbath  upon 
themselves,  in  prompting  holy  resolutions,  in  stimulating  the 
drowsy  affections,  in  quickening  the  dull  conscience,  in  solemnizing, 
instructing,  strengthening,  consoling,  sanctifying  the  heart— ^decide 
what  must  be  the  result  of  even  a  temporary  suspension  of  all  the 
benefits  of  this  sacred  day. 

Again :  the  traveller  resides  for  the  most  part,  in  countries  where^ 
firom  various  causes,  and  especially  from  the  vices  of  the  religious 
orders,  si  religious  profession  is  to  a  considerable  extent  identified 
with  hypocrisy  and  priestcraft,  and  where  he  must  feel  it  no  small 
difficulty  to  maintain  a  respect  for  that  which  it  is  the  general  usage 
to  suspect  and  despise. 

.  Add. to  these  the  following  new  sources  of  temptation ; — that  he 
is,  perhaps,  far  more  drawn  into  promiscuous  society  than  when  at 
home ;  diat  he  has  less  opportunity  of  knowing  the  real  character 
and  de^ns  of  those  "widi  whom  he  associates;  that  he  has  strong- 
er inducements  to  frequent  even  the  more  questionable  scenes  of 
public  amusement;  that,  as  a  stranger,  he  has  little  or  no  character 
to  sustain ;  that  he  lives  in  that  state  of  perpetual  whirl  and  dissi- 
pation the  least  favorable  to  reflection,  to  meditation,  to  prayer; 
that  his  moral  superiority  to  most  of  those  around  him  is  likely  to 
betray  hini  into  high  notions  of  himself ;  that  he  is  possibly  witliout 
friends  to  advise,  or  ministers  to  instruct,  or  restraints  to  control 
him;  and  it  is  surely  no  evidence  of  timidity,  or  bigotry^  or  home- 
bred narrowness,  to  anticipate  the  most  serious  results  from  the 
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operation  of  thede  combined  eauaes.  Nor  is  it  tbe  pact  tit  a  ^^d 
citizen  to  be  silent  when  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  oiore  intelli- 
gent countrymen  are  about  to  be  subjected  to  this  novel  proeids^ 
diis  '^  experimentum  cruets*' — upon  their  morals  and  piety.*— It  ii» 
indeed^  no  small  evil  that  two  millions  and  a  half  of  die  natioMd 
property  have  been  now  for  two  years  annually  consumed  in  foreigtt 
countries^  and  at  a  moment  when  our  looms  and  our  Imborers  imvh 
been  standing  still  for  want  of  employment.  It  is  oo  amali  e^il^ 
tfaat^  at  a  period  when  the  standard  of  disloyalty  and  confusion  was 
unfurled^  our  nobles  and  gentry  had  deserted^  in  quest  of  mountain 
scenery  and  Roman  relics,  the  posts  at  which  they  ought  to  have 
rallied  the  slumbering  patriotism  of  their  country.  It  is  bo  small 
evil,  that,  when  blasphemy  lifted  her  voice  in  the  had^  many  of 
those  teaichers  by  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  stifled  were  studying 
the  picturesque  amidst  the  glaciers  of  Switsserland.  But  all  these 
evils  are  as  nothing,  in  comparison  of  the  fact  which  it  has  beeo 
theobject  of  these  pages  to  establish, — that  we  are  threatened  with  the 
demoralization  of  a  large  and  important  body  of  our  countrymen—*: 
that  this  plague  spot  appears  already  upon  some— -that  the  virus  ii 
gradually  circulating — diat  we  may  expect  every  day  to  have  emptied 
out  upon  our  shores  fresh  materials  for.  diffusing  this  moral  pesti- 
lence, till  ^^  the  whole  head  shall  be  sick^  and  the  \vhole  heart 
jfaint.^  Other  causes  may  perhaps  assist  in  some  measure  to  check 
its  progress ;  but  there  is  evidently  much  cause  for  alarm* 
'  V.  The  point  at  which  we  have  now  arrived  leads  naturally  to 
the  last  subject  of  inquiry — viz.  <'  Whether  the  evil  ddrnks  iffat^ 
probuble  remedy  f^ 

And  here,  as  I  conceive,  in  the  first  place,  that  some  travel  whd 
ought  to  stay  at  hotne ;  and,  secondly,  that  some  who  might  hm* 
fully  travel,  neglect  the  precautions  for  travellkig  safely  i  I  sbaU 
take  the  liberty  of  briefly  noticing  each  of  these  cases. 

And,  first,  I  would  address  myself  to  those  the  reasons  for  vriiose 
emigration  do  not  appear  as  decisive  to  some  others  as  to  tiiem-^ 
selves. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  ask  of  such  persons,  what  isyDur  mo* 
tive  for  quitting  your  own  country  to  pay  a  visit  of  any  length  to 
another? 

We  quit  it  (say  some)  for  "  economy  /'^-^This  plea  cannot  be 
confidently  urged  in  the  face  of  recent  aceonnts  frotn  tkose  who 
have  visited  the  same  scenes,  and  who  tell  us  diat  the  charges  to 
travellers  are  in  many  cases  exorbitant.  Besidest,  is  it  necessary, 
or  just,  to  try  the  effects  ofeconomy  in  another  couiHry,  when  you 
have  not  as  yet  tried  them  in  your  own? 

Is  the  plea  '^  health  ?"'-^our  own  health,  or  die  health  of  those 
you  love  ?— -Doubdess  thece  are  cases  where  this  plea  may  be  ho- 
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nestly  urged;  andi  where  there  is  a  rational  hope  that  disease  may 
be  overcome^  or  even  mitigated^  1  have  no  disposition  to  add  to 
the  already  heavy  burden  of  such  wanderers  by  condemning  the  mo- 
tives by  which  they  are  guided^  or  the  course  which  they  deem  it 
best  to  pursue.  Tiiis  is  a  case  in  which  individuals  must  be  left  to 
their  conscience  and  to  the  directions  of  their  medical  guides.     In- 
stead of  contending  with  them,  I  will  cordially  wish  them  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  and  every  success  which  He  may  see  good  to  grant 
them  in  their  arduous  and  melancholy  struggle  with  pain  and  dis- 
ease.— Perhaps,  however,  I  may  be  permitted  to  suggest,  to  some 
of  my  untravelled  readers,  that  the  wmter  months  in  many  parts  of 
the  Continent  are  more  trying,  to  those  accustomed  to  the  comforts 
of  an  English  fire-side,  than  all  the  gales  of  our  churlish  climate; 
And,  in  summer,  I  cannot  but  conceive  that  the  clear  and  burning 
suns  of  the  South  must  be  as  likely  to  injure  as  to  restore  a  weak 
constitution.     Charles  II.,  it  is  well  known,  was  accustomed  to 
maintain  that  England  was  the  finest  climate  in  the  world,  because' 
k  supplied  more  hours  than  any  other,  in  every  day,  in  which  a 
man  might  get  air  and  exercise.     And  let  no  man  expect  to  see 
greener  talleys  and  fresher  mountains,  or  to  catch  clearer  breezes, 
tlian  those  which  invite  us  within  our  own  sea-girt  country.  Health 
is  by  no  means  as  often  found  as  it  is  expected,  by  a  change  of  cli- 
mate and  soil.     Physicians  have  lately  employed,  with  astonishing 
success,  applications  for  bracing  the  very  class  of  patients  before 
dispatched  to  die  in  more  relaxing  climates.    And  in  those  less 
doabtiul  cases,  wliere  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  patient  is  af- 
flicted vnth  some  incurable  disease,  surely  it  is,  generally  speaking, 
a  hardflliip,  to  drive  out  the  suflerer,  perhaps  without  a  single  com- 
panion, from  the  circle  of  those  who  love  him  and  of  those  he  loves 
-—Surely  it  is  happiest,  and  best,  in  such  a  case,  to  sink  surrounded 
by  idear  friends,  by  the  ministers  of  the  church  to  which  we  belong, 
witiiin  the  reach  of  wise  instruction,  of  tender  consolation,  and  of 
those  sacred  elements  virhich  are  the  precious  memorials  of  '*  Him 
who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us."     But,  even  in  such  cases, 
1  worid  not  presume  harshly  to  dictate  to  the  afflicted.  The  course 
of  disease  is  uncertain  ;  and  even  in  the  worst  cases,  the  aching 
heart  continues  to  ''  hope  against  hope."     In  such  circumstances, 
and  wtiere  the  sufferer  is  not  dismissed  to  wither  alone,  but  carries 
abroad  with  him  the  tender  guardians  of  his  soul  and  body — friends 
who  will  cheer  him  in  the  hour  of  depression,  and  point  his  eye  to 
the  only  Source  of  peace  and  joy — i  have  no  complaint  to  make ; 
but  desire  rather  to  mingle  my  grief  and  my  wishes  and  my  prayers 
with  the  mourners,  whatever  soil  they  water  with  their  tears,  and 
under  whatever  sky  they  bend  their  knee   to  the  compassionate 
Father  of  a  guilty  and  afflicted  world. 
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Is  the  plea  ^^improvement  ofmindT' — But  is  the  residence  of 
inany  of  oqr  wanderers  in  foreign  countries  of  such  duration  as  to 
warrant  the  indulging  any  well-founded  hope  of  such  improve- 
ment ?  Have  they  the  previous  qualifications  for  such  an  expedi- 
tion i  Have  they  well  digested  the  saying  of  Lord  Bacon,  that 
'^  to  journey  in  a  country  of  which  we  do  not  know  the  language^ 
is  to  go  to  school,  and  not  to  travel  f"  Have  they  carefully  cousin 
dered  the  pre-requisites  for  travelling  stated  by  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  intelligent  travellers  of  the  present  day  ?* 

Is  the  plea  '^  tmprovemefU  of  your  children  ?" — ^To  say  nothing 
of  the  risks  to  which  they  must  be  exposed  abroad,  it  is  an  indispu- 
table fact  tliat  this  country  contains  the  best  masters  of  every  kind 
— for  tliis  simple  reason^  that  it  is  best  able  to  pay  them* 

Some  individuals,  however,  may  have  pleas  -for  travelling  far 
stronger  than  any  of  these — pleas  so  strong,  indeed,  that  I  might 
have  no  more  the  inclination  than  the  power  to  resist  them.  Will, 
then,  such  persons  forgive  me,  if  I  venture,  in  conclusion,  to  say  a 
few  words  by  way  of  '*  caution**  to  them  ?  Should  the  nuuims 
which  follow  appear  to  some  of  them  exceedingly  obvious  and 
common-place,  I  may  at  least  plead  the  apology  for  them  and  for 
myself,  that  I  am  speaking  to  the  young  as  well  as  to  the  more  ma- 
ture ; — that  the  most  obvious  precepts  are  often  not  only  the  most 
important,  but  the  easiest  forgotten ; — and  that,  as  a  matter  of  fiict, 
many  who  on  this  side  of  the  water  have  enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
very  profound  moralists,  appear,  by  some  property  it  may  be  sup- 
posed of  the  soil  of  the  Continent,  to  forget  even  the  plainest  maxims 
of  morality  the  instant  they  have  planted  their  foot  on  a  foreign  shore* 

Assumii^,  therefore,  that  some  reader  of  these  remarks,  after 
considering  the  objections  to  a  somewhat  protracted  visit  to  the 
Continent,  discovers  adecjuate  reasons  for  such  an  expedition,  I 
would  humbly  submit  to  his  attention  the  few  following  very  simple 
precautions*— precautions  which  he  will  at  once  discover  to  have  a  dis- 
tinct reference  to  some  of  the  dangers  that  have  been  already  enu- 
merated. 

In  the  first  place,  let  him  labor  to  ground  himself  firmly  in  ike 
Evidences  of  Religion. — A  man  in  many  instances  does  not  disco- 
ver the  unsoundness  of  the  foundation  on  which  his  fiuth  is  erected, 
till  it  is  assailed  by  s^me  desperate  triaU  If  he  should  make  that 
discovery  first  in  a  foreign  country,  surrounded  by  the  enemies  of 
religion,  and  deprived  of  its  ordinary  supports,  only  one  result,  and 
that  the  most  fatal,  could  be  anticipated.  Let  him,  then,  with  a 
view  to  such  assaults,  take  nothing  for  granted  in  religion ;  but 
solemnly  inquire,  before  he  converses  witih  infidels,  why  he  hnnself 
is  a  believer. 

'  Preface  to  Eustace. 
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In  the  next  place,  let  him  stnvttoac^uirejtist  .conceptions  of  the 
real  objections  to  Popery. "^The  spint  of  the  times  appears  iu 
many  instances  to  combine^  with  miich  enmity  to  Papists  as,  men, 
much  indifference  to  the  principles  of  their  religion.  We  shall  do 
well^  I  conceive,  to  reverse  the  order  of  pur  feelings  as  to  these 
points ;  and  to  unite,  with  much  oharitv  to  the  men,  an  unbending 
and  inveterate  hostility  to  their  principles.  The  facts  which  com-^, 
pel  us  to  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  broad  and  deep  between 
ourselves  and  that  body  of  Christians,  is  not  that  Papists  are  not 
often  conscientious,  zealous,  and  devout  men,  but  that  they  hold 
opinions  which,  by  their  necessary  consequences,  in  a  measure 
shake  the  very  foundations  of  the  Gospel — that  they  too  commonly 
substitute  the  form  for  thespiritof  rehgion — that  they  offer  unwar-^ 
ranted  homage  to  the  mother  of  Christ^ — that  they  suffer  many  sub- 
ordinate mediators  to  usurp  the  office  of  the  Son  of  God— that,  they 
subvert,  by  a  variety  of  inventions,  that  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith  which  the  great  father  of  the  Reformation  has  rightly  termed 
''  articulum  stantis  aut  cadentis  ecc/e^tV— that  they  lock  upi  frpm 
the  eyes  of  the  community  the  volume  of  eternal  truth.  Let  &  man 
familiarize  himself  with  these,  which  are  the  real  objections  to  the 
Chiu*ch  of  Rome,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  her  gaudy  pageants;, 
and  her  pictured  walls,  her  monks,  and  trains,  and  choirs,  and  pro* 
cessions,  will  all  sweep  before  him,  like  the  shadowy  figiires  ctf  ayi*. 
sion  which  are  soon  to  melt  and  vanish  in  the  beams  of  Uiie  rising  day* 

In  the  next  place,  let  the  traveller  daily,  humbly^  honestly,  scr^ 
tiousbf,  with  much  prayer,  and  with  undiverted  attention,  study 
the  Holy  Scriptures  :  endeavouring  to  collect  froin  them  aliment 
to  sustain  his  own  piety,  and  weapons  to  repel  the  irreligious  as- 
saults  of  others.  ... 

Next,  let  him  increase  Ais  private  supplications  to  the  Throne  qfi 
Mercy  in  proportion  to  that  dearth  of  public  means  of  instructiQii 
under  which  be  suffers  in  his  new  circumstances.  He  has  changed 
bis  country  ;  but  the  God  of  his  countiy  equally  ''  surrounds  him. 
on  all  sides,  and  touches  him  at  every  point.  Let  him  live  as  in  His 
presence,  and  habitually  and  fervently  seek  his  mercy  and  assistance. 

In  like  manner,  let  him  bind  himself,  by  the  most .  solemn  obli- 

fations,  under  no  circumstances  to  violate  the  sanctity  oftheSab^ 
ath — ^by  travelling,  by  secular  employments,  by,  promiscupiis 
society,  by  visiting  galleries,  musetun»,  palaces,  and  far  less  by  a 
participation  in  the  amusements  by  which  the  day  is  desecrated  all 
over  the  Continent.  The  first  step  in  a  traveller's  downfall,  is 
ordinarily  some  cowardly  concession  of  the  principles  of  his  country 
as  to  this  sacred  day.  Let  it,  then,  be  sacredly  and  scrupulously 
observed;  and  the  services  of  his  church,  even  if  he  is  aIo§ie,  be 
performed ;  so  that  the  habit  of  meeting  his  God  on  this  day  may 
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be  sustained^  and  the  mind  participate  under  another  sky  a  part  at 
least  of  the  religious  privileges  it  would  have  enjoyed  at  home. 

In  the  next  place,  let  the  traveller  bridle  his  curiosity.  The 
present  fallen  condition  of  man  is  in  part  the  result  of  unbridled 
curiosity ;  and  a  desire  to  see^  to  know,  and  to  try  things  forbid- 
den, is  every  day  bringing  down  fresh  curses  upon  human  nature. 
Abroad,  perpetual  (Mrovocatives  must  be  supplied  to  this  thirsty 
passion  of  our  nature ;  and  he  who  indulges  it  by  seeing  eyery 
thing,  will  probably  see  much  that  ought  never  to  be  seen,  and 
know  much  of  which  every  good  and  wise  man  should  unfeignedly 
desire  to  be  ignorant. 

Next,  let  our  travellers  beware  of  approximations  to  what  is 
wrong. — Sir  Thomas  More  said  of  the  casuists,  that  it  was  their 
office  to  teach  ^'  quam  propi  ad  peccatum  liceat  accedere,  sine  pec- 
co^o*— how  near  a  man  may  approach  to  sin  without  actually  sin-' 
ning.''  A  more  mischievous  lesson  it  is  impossible,  1  conceive,  to 
study.  The  great  business  of  life  is  to  draw  a  wide  and  strong 
Mne  between  ourselves  and  the  path  of  disobedience  to  the  will  of 
God :  and  the  best  means  of  pursuing  this  object,  is  not  by  split- 
ting hairs  in  morality — by  fancying  nice  distinctions,  and  creating 
invisible  differences — ^but  by  cultivating,  under  the  assistance 
of  God,  a  spirit  of  real  love  and  devotion  to  him.  Love  is,  after 
all,  the  best  casuist,  and  will  settle  a  thousand  points  which  heart- 
less school-men,  and  plulosophers  so  called,  will  continue  to  argue 
for  ever. 

Finally,  let  the  traveller  remember  that  he  is  called  not  to  im^ 
port  the  principles  or  habits  of  foreign  nations  into  his  own,  but 
to  export  to  those  less  favorea  countries  the  principles  and  practices 
he  has  learned  at  Aome.*-*-The  political  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain*—the  purity  of  her  religious  creed — the  free  ckeulation  of 
Kbies,  of  the  formularies  of  the  church,  and  of  other  devout  books 
— the  somewhat  grave  character  of  her  population — her  insular 
situation — her  comparative  exemption  from  the  storm  which  has 
recently  ''  swept  over  the  earth,  like  a  Levanter,^  shaking  the 
foundations  of  religion  to  their  utmost  depths ; — all  these  circum-^ 
stances  have  conspired  in  some  degree  to  elevate  her  in  moral 
rank  above  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  Now,  if  the  inbabitaqt 
ef  a  civilized  country  chance  to  travel  among  savages,  he  does  not 
dream  of  degrading  himself  to  their  habits — be  does  not  bore  his 
nose,  nor  tear  off  his  clothing,  nor  dine  upon  the  companions  of 
his  expedition,  nor  choke  his  decayed  parent  in  the  mud  of  a  river; 
~but  he  strives  to  cherish  in  these  barbarians  a  love  of  cleanliness, 
and  refinement,  and  gentleness,  and  morality ;  and  thus  gently  rears 
them  up  to  the  habits  and  tastes  of  cultivated  men.  In  like  man- 
ner, ^\'hen  the  rest  of  Europe  has  sunk  below  our  own  country  in 
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the  scale  of  morality^  it  is  not  just,  nor  humane,  nor  religious,  nor 
sound  philosophy,  nor  common  sense,  to  descend  to  their  moral  bar- 
barisms. It  is  our  wisdom  and  our  duty  to  'shew  them  a  more  ex- 
cellent way ;"  if  possible,  to  rouse  them  from  their  criminal  slum- 
bers, and  call  them  up  to  their  proper  level  in  the  rank  of  humanity, 
England  has,  for  a  considerable  period,  under  a  far  Mightier  Ruler, 
swayed  the  political  destinies  of  Europe;  and  shall  she  now  truckle 
to  receive  her  morals  at  the  hands  of  the  vanquished — to  receive 
from  them,  opinions  and  practices  which  have  been  the  very  ele- 
ments of  their  own  degradation  and  ruin  ?  Shall  we,  having  planted 
our  banner  in  the  very  heart  of  Europe,  sit  down  in  their  Capua^ 
and  there  unlearn  all  the  principles  in  the  strength  of  which  we 
have  triumphed  ?  Rather  let  us,  while  we  pity  the  conquered^ 
respect  ourselves.  Let  us  watch  over  the  ark  of  our  own  prospe- 
rity;  and  let  us  labor  to  impart  to  the  prostrate  nations  of  Europe^ 
gifts  which  may  avert  the  future  tempest  of  war,  and  may  render 
them  practically  great  and  happy,  under  whatever  constitution  or 
sky  they  may  chance  to  draw  their  breath,  or  plead  for  mercy  with 
a  most  compassionate  God. 


Having  brought  these  humble  observations  to  a  conclusion,  f 
inrill  merely  add,  that,  should  any  of  our  dear  countrymen  in  a 
strange  land  feel  themselves  depressed  or  disquieted  by  the  picture 
which  it  has  been  here  attempted  to  draw  of  the  perils  of  their 
situation,  they  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to  cheer  themselves  by  the 
consideration  that  the  power  and  the  compassion  of  the  God  they 
serve  are  diffused  over  every  spot  of  His  universe ;  and  that,  even 
in  the  country  they  have  left,  there  are  those  who  love  them— wha 
ardently  desire  their  welfare — and  who  lift  their  hands  and  their 
hearts  to  the  Throne  of  Mercy,  that  the  tender  Father  of  this  weak 
and  guilty  world  may  take  them  beneath  the  wing  of  His  sleepless 
providence ;  may  gently  ''  guide  them  by  His  counsel,''  and  9$ 
lengtii  '^  receive  them  up  into  glory.'' 
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Since  the  first  letters  were  published,  in  the  Pamphleteer,  No. 
34. — the  Agricultural  Distress  has  advanced  with  a  rapid  pace, 
and  has  now  very  nearly  exhausted  the  capital  of  the  Fanners, 
from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.     Hitherto  those  un- 
fortunate men  have  persisted^  where  it  was  possible,  in  prosecuting 
a  losing  trade  ;  partly  from  habit,  partly  from  inability  to  find  anj 
other  employment  whereby  they  could  procure  a  livelihood — and 
partIy>no  doubt,  from  the  hope  that  things  were  come  to  the^rarat, 
Und  must  begin  to  mend.  Hie  event,  however,  has  hitherto  pt6veA 
the  fallacy  of  that  expectation ;  and  every  article  of  produce,  instead 
of  advancing  in  price,  has  steadily  continued  to  fall.     Com  has 
declined  considerably,  although  the  last  year's  crop  (that  of  1 82 1 )  was 
by  no  means  immoderate;  mid  fiheep  and  <!attle,  how  low  so  ever 
they  might  have  been  purchased  when  lean,  have  constantly  been 
sold  at  a  proportionably  lower  price  by  the  time  they  were  fit  for 
the  butcher ;  so  that  many  intelligent  Graziers  have  been  obliged  to 
sell  both  sheep  and  cattle,  after  keeping  them  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  for  less  than  their  original  cost :  and  although  the  Davy- 
man  may  not  be  equally  pressed  as  the  corn-farmer  by  wages  and 
other  ou^oings,  his  business  requiring  fewer  hands,  yet  when  we 
perceive  the  staple  article,  cheese,  reduced  from  90  or  9^  shillings 
the  cwt.,  to  40  or  45  shillings,  bis  loss  we  may  be  sure  is  likewise 
excessive,  whatever  may  Imve  beea  Ihe -reduction  of  his  rent. 

And  here  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  misconceptions 
of  the  people  at  large  oni  the  subject  of  rent,  and  its  influence  on 
the  sufferings  of  the  Farmers,  is  still  surprisingly  great,  after  all 
that  has  of  late  been  said  and  written  concerning  it.  Whenever 
the  Farmers'  misfortunes  are  mentioned,  the  common  remark  is 
sure  to  be — '^  let  the  Landlords  lower  their  rents  then,  and  the 
Farmers  }vill  continue  to  live  and  thrive  as  well  as  ever  'J*  as  if  the 
rent  were  to  be  considered  as  the  sole  existing  grievance,  the  only 
cause  of  the  overwhelming  distress  of  the  Agricultural  body.  But 
it  is  demonstrably  certain,  that  the  rent  in  many  cases — particularly 
on  arable  farms — is  an  object  of  minor  importance  in  the  list  of 
expenses :  besides,  in  point  of  fact,  rents  have  almost  everywhere 
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been  greatly  reduced,  without  sensiUy  abatiug  the  distress  of  the 
Farmers.  The  great  body  of  Landlords  have  not  foiled  on  this 
occasion  to  display  their  wonted  liberality  and  public  spirit,  by  m 
large  remission  of  rent  and  arrears ;  and  the  reduction  of  rent  will 
1  doubt  not  be  universal^  the  moment  the  rest  of  them  shall  have 
acquired  just  conceptions  of  the  real  state  of  the  case.  Their  coc»- 
version  has  indeed  been  tardy ;  but  that  is  little  to  be  wondered 
at,  when  it  is  considered  what  unwearied  pains  had  for  many  years 
been  taken  to  blind  and  mislead  them  on  this  difficult  and  compli*- 
cated  question.  For  if,  as  ministm*8  allege,  the  low  price  of  pro^ 
duce  were  merely  die  temporary  effect  of  abundant  harvests,  and 
night  of  course  be  expected  to  rally  as  heretofore,  in  less  productive 
seasons ;  it  was  natural  the  Landlords  should  hesitate  to  release 
their  tenants  from  their  engagement^  when  the  result  of  the  very 
next  crop  might  perhaps  relieve  them  from  their  embarrastmenta^ 
by  restoring  produce  to  a  remunerating  price.  It  is  therefore  both 
illiberal  and  unjust  to  accuse  the  Landlords  of  want  of  generosity 
or  sympathy  in  this  particular^  when  it  is  notorious  that  rents  have 
almost  universally  been  reduced  20,  or  SO  per  cent.^  whether  the 
lands  were  held  under  lease,  or  at  wilL  Tithes  likewise  bave  Mb 
many  instances  been  somewhat  reduced^  although  not  in  proportion 
io  the  reduction  of  rents :  but  poor's  rates,  on  the  contrary,  have 
not  unfrequently  increased  of  late,  notwidistanding  the  unezampied 
cheapness  of  provisions ;  and  tradesmen's  bills^-^-^i  material  item  iii 
the  charges  of  a  farm,  are  scarcely  at  all  reduced  from  the  scale  of 
the  dearest  times ;  so  difficult  it  is  to  bring  wages  and  prices  to  m 
just  equilibrium,  when  once  the  balance  has  been  improvidently 
disturbed  by  altering  the  current  medium  or  measuie  of  value-^ 
with  which  those  wages  and  prices  are  measured  and  paid.  The 
wages  even  of  the  common  laborer  in  husbandry,  although  more 
reduced  perhaps  than  diose  of  any  other,  have  still  not  foUeii  in 
fM-oportion  to  the  {H-ices  of  produce,  and  the  ability  of  the  Fadrmer; 
who  may  be  traly  said  to  be  in  general  in  a  much  worse  condition 
as  to  circumstances,  than  his  laborers  at  seven  6r  eight  shillings  a 
week :  and  whoever  atteutivdy  considers  the  particulars  above 
adverted  to^  will  be  at  no  loss  td  perceive^  how  no  degree  of  reduc* 
tion  in  rent  could  in  many  cases  afford  an  adequate  relief  to  the 
distresses  of  the  Farmer^  whUe  prices  and  o«tgoings  continue  as 
at  present. 

I  will  here  likewise  beg  leavetoremark,howlinfoir  it  is  to  the  Far- 
mer to  reason,  or  rather  to  talk  on  this  subject,  as  if  he  could  have 
foreseen  every  thing ;  as  if  he  had  been  tnvder  an  absolute  obliga«- 
tion  to  have  saved  in  the  favorable  times,  enough  to  balance  his 
present  losses,  and  enable  him  to  sell  his  produce  in  future  at  less 
than  its  cost,  for  the  benefit  ^of  the  public.    For  besides  that  they 
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inrould  thus  exact  a  pledge  of  foresight  and  prudence  from  Farmers, 
.^faich  is  never  expected  from  any  other  class  of  meo  ;  they  foi^et 
that  the  greatest  number  of  those  Farmers  who  profited  by  the 
high  prices,  had  either  ceased  to  live,  or  ceased  to  be  Farmers, 
•before  the  present  crisis;  and  have  been  succeeded  by  another 
race,  trho  had  no  time  nor  opportunity  to  profit  by  those  high 
rprices ;  but  who  on  the  contrary  have  lost  their  al^  in  an  unequal 
struggle  with  the  falling  prices,  the  effect  of  the  restoration  of  the 
currency;  tlie  power  and  operation  of  which,  they  were  in  the 
banning  not  at  all  aware  of,  and  even  yet  can  scarcely  compre- 
hend. Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  uncandid  or  unjust,  than 
to  affect  to  consider  their  present  ruinous  losses  as  nothii^  more 
than  a  fiiir  set-off  for  the  advantage  formerly  obtained  by  thenr 
predecessors ;  men  with  whom  they  have  in  general  no  sort  of 
connexion  whatsoever. 

'  The  agonies  of  the  Farmers,  however,  aeem  now  to  be  nearly 
lover.  Their  whole  property  being  gone,  they  cannot  sink  lower 
in  the  scale  of  society :  for  it  is  notorious,  that  three-fourths  of 
them  are  not  worth  a  single  shilling ;  and  are  only  going  on  from 
liand  to  mouth,  through  the  indulgence  of  their  Landlords,  to  whom 
ihey  are  in  general  some  years  in  arrear ;  and  by  whose  capital, 
therefore,  their  trade  may  be  justly  said  to  be  carried  on.  The 
ioccupiers  of  the  land  having  now  nothing  more  to  lose ;  the  future 
losses,  the  inevitable  result  of  a  losing  trade,  must  of  necessity  fall 
on  the  Landlords ;  who  will  very  soon  be  reduced  to  the  same 
ruinous  condition  as  the.  Farmers,  if  things  go  on  as  at  present; 
wad  those  great  national  interests  are  suffered  to  perish,  without  a 
single  real  and  efficient  effort  made  to  save  them.  Hitherto  it  is 
too  evident  that  nothing  has  been  effected,  nor  indeed  seriously 
attempted  for  their  relief;  nothing  beyond  mere  demonstration  and 
pretence.  It  cannot  indeed  be  ^leged,  as  in  former  years,  that 
jthe  Agriculturists  .  have  excited  no  attention  in  Parliament.  Oo 
the  contrary,  numberless  discussions  have  taken  place ;  and  Com- 
mittees have  repeatedly  been  appointed ;  who  consisting  chiefly  of 
Fundholders,  Merchants,  and  other  persons  connected  with  the 
monied  interest,  have  given  in  such  reports  on  the  subject  as  were 
to  be  expected  from  such  a  quarter,  and  which  have  proved  equally 
4insatisfactory  and  useless  to  the  Agricultural  community.  A  mil- 
lion or  two  of  taxes  have  indeed  been  repealed ;  but  the  amount 
is /wholly  inadequate  to  restore  prosperity  to  the  Farmer,  or 
to  avert  the  impending  ruin  of  the  Landlord.  To  the  selection  of 
the  taxes  repealed  there  is  perhaps  but  little  to  object.  Remission 
of  taxation  is  sure  to  do  good,  so  far  as  it  goes.  I  will  only  ob- 
serve, that  although  it  is  given  out^  that  those  particular  taxes  were 
selected  with  a  view  chiefly  to  the  relief  of  the  Agriculturists; 
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tl^y  do  not  in  fact— with  the  exception  of  the  Agricultural-borie* 
U^^  t^  ipore  tp  the  rejli^f  of  th^t  class  than  of  anj  Qtber. 

Such  indeed  is  th^  disastrous  state  to  which  the  landed  interesta* 
hlive  been  reducedj^tha^  if  relief  is  sought  through  the  lessening  of 
teg^^tion  .aion?>.it  i/s  evident  that  nothing  short  of  a  reduction  of 
t^xes  and  pajfments  to  the  scale  of  1793  could  have  any  chance- 
of  affording  a4equate  protection^  and  of  averting  that  total  ruid^ 
a||i4  confisc^tipi)  of  property,  which  stares  every  owner  and  occui 
{ueir  of  lapd  ip  the  united  kingdom^  f^^  in  d^e  &ce.  .  Neitile^ 
would  the  redii^ctiop  pf  taxes  to  any  given  fimount^  pxove  sufficient 
\Q  relieve  the  geni^ral  distress^  and  restore  prosperity  to  ike  nation^ 
withoijit  a  corresponding  revision  and  adjustment  of  ^  private 
contracts  and  engagements  for  mpney>  which  ^ere  ei^tefed  mto  i^ 
the  depreciated  currency;  as  it  is  evident,  the  restoration  of  the 
value  of  the  curreqcy  is  now  pressing  with  cruel  and  overwhelniK 
inig  injustice  on  si  vast  proportion  of  the  community,  who  are^ 
thereby  plundered  of  niore  than  half  their  property,  and  rendered 
Muable  to  perform  their  wonted  part,  in  supplying  wages  to  labor,, 
and  en(iployment  to  ind^stry.  Xn  point  of  fact,  this  equitable  rcK 
ductibn  of  contracts  is  of  equal,  if  not  greater  importance,  as  & 
me^ns  of  alleviating  the  general  distress,  thq^n.  reduction  of  taxatioiir 
itself;  and  would  prove  far  more  efficacioii^  in  that' respect  thiia. 
any  trifling  or  limited  lepeal  of  taxeS|  such  as  we  have  hitherto. 
M'itnessed. 

To  return,  as  it  seems  we  must,  to  the  rents  and  prices  of  179d>. 
without  returning  to  the  ta^es  and  expenditure  pf  1793,  mustii^ 
evitably  prove  the  con6scation  of  three-fourths  at  least  of  all  the 
landed  property  in  the  kingdom ;  which  surely  the  legislature  neve^ 
could  intend,  and  which  as  surely  they  would  not  now  enforce, 
were  their  eyes  and  understandings  open  to  the  fact.  For  it  is 
fiqually  contrary  to  equity  and  common  sense,  that  the  whole  bur-, 
den  of  the  war  expenditure  should  be  flung,  through  the  restoration 
of  the  currency,  on  one  class  of  the  community  alone;  while 
another  class,  who  have  profited  and  fattened  to  an  unparalleled 
degree,  by  that  restoration  which  has  led  to  the  ruin  and  impoverislK 
ment  of  the  r^st'of  the  community,  should  be  sufiered  to  stand 
exempt  from  almost  any  share  in  the  cost  of  supporting  that  govern^ 
.ment,  and  maintaining  that  state  of  national  security,  industry,  and 
affluence,  by  which  alone  their  property  exists. 

As. the  Fundbolders,  during  the  latter  period  of  (he  war,  were- 
assessed  to  the  Income  or  Property-tax,  as  it  was  called,  they  can« 
not,  strictly  speaking,  be  said  to  have  contributed  nothing  at  all 
towards  their  own  protection.  It  is  however  certain^  that  they  did 
npt.contribute  in  an  equal  ratio  with  tlie  other  classes  of  the  com* 
munity,  nor  in  proportion  to  their  property  at  stake.  The  Income<^ 
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tax  was  a  measure  expressly  intended  for  retarding  the  accumdlil- 
tion  of  the  debt,  and  thereby  increasing  the  security  of  the  existing 
stock  or  funds,  and  rendering  it  more  valuable  to  its  owners. 
Although  the  Fundholder  bore  a  share  in  this  protective  measure, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  was  immediately  and  amply  rewarded 
for  his  outlay,  by  the  increased  stability  and  value  of  his  property. 
This  sacrifice  was  but  temporary — and  forms  the  only  exception 
indeed  to  the  general  rule  of  exemption  in  his  favor ;  but  towards 
the  permanent  support  and  protection  of  this  his  property  he  conr 
tributes  not  a  farthing;  not  one  farthing  of  the  32  millions  of 
jtaxes  paid  annually  in  dividends,  nor  of  the  other  32  millions  of 
taxes  levied  for  working  the  machinery  of  government — the  largest 
part  of  which  is  superinduced  by  the  existence  of  that  enormous 
iiational  debt — and  which,  but  for  the  existence  of  that  enormous 
4]ebt,  would  in  a  great  measure  be  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for. 
'     It  is  worthy  of  the  most  serious  reflection,  although  a  circum- 
stance but  little  attended  to — that  had  the  restriction  of  cash  pay- 
ments and  consequent  depreciation  of  the  paper  money  never  taken 
place>  the  condition  of  the  landowner  would  have  been  vastly  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  really  is.     In  that  case,  the  landowner  would 
.have  had  to  bear  his  fair  proportion  only,  of  the  national  debt  and 
other  public  burdens,  whatever  that  debt  and  those  burdens  might 
have  been.     But  as  matters  now  stand,  he  not  only  sustains  his 
own  natural  share  of  tliose  burdens ;  but  likewise  an  exaction  of 
nearly  one  half  of  his  whole  income  or  property,  over  and  above 
his  natural  share,  through  the  restoration,  or  augmentation  in  the 
value  of  the  money  of  account.     In  order  to  comprehend  this  sub- 
ject more  fully,  it  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  without  the  Bank 
restriction  and  consequent  depreciation  of  the  currency,  the  national 
rdebt  could  never  in  all  probability  have  been  raised  above  half  its 
-actual  amount ;  neither  could  the  current  expenses  of  government 
ihave  risen  to  half  their  present  magnitude.     The  quota  of  taxes 
therefore,  assessable  on  land  and  its  produce,  and  the  expenses  or 
.charges  directly  or  indirectly  affecUng  it,  could  not  have  attained 
to  half  their  present  aggregate,  and  a  landed  estate  would  at  this 
;momenthave  been  double  its  present  value.    The  rent  and  pro- 
duce of  land  were  raised  at  the  outset^  in  nominal  not  in  red 
amount,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  current  medium  in  which  rents 
and  produce  were  paid.     If  rents  and   produce  were  doubled  ia 
:figures — taxes  and  rates  were  accumulated,  in  still  greater  propor- 
tion, than  that  nominal  rise.     But  as  the  taxes  were  imposed  in 
the  same  depreciated  currency  in  which  the  rents  and  produce 
^were  paid,  the  increase  of  burden  was,  at  the  time,  rather  nominal 
4ban  real ;  as  it  was  of  small  importance  whether  the  taxgatherer's 
note  was  50/.  of  the  ancient  currency,  or   100/.  of  the  new ;  the 
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larger  sum  being  worth  no  more^  weighed  np  more^  cost  no  more 
at. that  period,  than  the  smaller  had  formerly  done.  Government 
was  then  enabled  to  get  enormous  loans^  and  lo  raise  enormous 
taxes  for  the  payment  of  their  interest;  yet  both  loans  and  taxes 
were  at  the  moment  less  enormous  and  less  burthensome  in  reality 
than  in  appearance,  as  both  were  estimated  in  depreciated  money. 
A  loan  of  20  millions  of  such  money  was  in  fact  little  more  than 
a4oanx>f  10  millions  in  metallic  currency;  and  as  each  loan  had 
necessarily  the  effect  of  lowering  the  value  of  those  before  it,  the 
nation  seemed  to  grow  richer,  and  more  able  to  pay  taxes,  the 
more  it  became  taxed  and  embarrassed.  But  the  moment  the 
war  was  over,  and  the  enemy  irrecoverably  beaten  down — and  all 
apprehension  of  the  stability  of  Government  and  the  funds  at  an. 
end — and  the  hitherto  depreciated  current  medium  began  in  £onse* 
quence  to  be  restored  in  value — that  moment  the  taxes,  direct  and 
indirect,  began  to  be  doubled,  in  real  amount  and  pressure.  And 
not  only  the  taxes,  but  every  debt  and  payment  between  individuals 
was  likewise  raised  in  the  same  proportion,  to  the  grievous  injury 
of  the  nation  at  large,  and  the  ruin  and  impoverishment  of  myriads 
of  innocent  persons. 

Jlere  is  the  fatal  grievance— the  source  of  all  our  distress  :  and 
until  this  fatal  grievance  is  redressed,  and  an  equitable  balance  re- 
stored between  money  and  land — between  debtor  and  creditor — be- 
tween the  tax-payer  and  the  tax-consumer — between  the  fundholder 
and  the  nation ;  it  is  utterly  futile  to  talk  of  resting  on  the  repeal 
of  a  million  or  two  of  taxes,  or  to  dream  of  national  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

J3y  the  great  body  of  the  fundholders,  capitalists,  annuitants,  and 
all  who  subsist  on  the  produce  of  the  taxes,  an  outcry  is  raised,  as 
might  be  expected,  against  any  proposition  glancing  in  any  possible 
way  at  the  revision  in  equity  above  alluded  to,  and  so  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  welfare  and  very  existence  of  the  state.  . .  This  ia 
all  very  natural ;  and  it  is  natural  likewise,  that  the  leading  men  of 
both  the  great  parliamentary  factions  should  join  at  present,  in  the 
chorus :  '^  Faith  to  the  public  creditor !  not  a  shilling  of  his  must 
be  touched,  whatever  be  the  general  distress !  Perish  the  whole  race 
of  landlords,  and  tenants,  and  laborers  to  boot,  sooner  than  a  finger 
be  laid  upon  the  funds,  or  a  farthing  deducted  from  the  dividends ;" 
although  the  changes  in  the  currency,  brought  about  by  the  mea- 
sures originally  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  the  fundholder's 
property  from  destruction,  have  doubled  the  value  of  their  capital 
and  their  dividends,  through  the  spoliation  of  the  landed  interest, 
and  the  nation  at  large. 

In  .the  midst  of  this  universal  destruction  of  the  farmers,  and  fast 
approaching  ruin  of  the  landlords,  I  have  anxiously  watched  fpr 
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some  expression  of  sympathy  aod  compassion  on  the  part  of  the 
monied  interest^  for  their  unmerited  and  unexampled  sufferings ; 
but  not  the  slightest  movement  of  the  sort  have  I  been  able  to  dis-^ 
cover  amongst  any  description  of  monied  men^  who  seem  to  have 
entirely  forgotten  the  former  services  of  the  landed  interest ;  the 
chivalrous  alacrity  with  which  the  landlords  and  yeomanry  stood 
forward  on  their  behalf^  in  the  moment  of  their  distress  and  danger; 
how  they  suffered  taxes  and  imposts  innumerable  to  be  heaped 
upon  themselves  without  a  murmur ;  anxious  only  to  raise  their 
then,  vigorous  arm  in  defence  of  the  state  and  their  fellow  subjects, 
and  regardless  how  little  those  contributed  to  the  general  fund, 
who  were  then  iu  circumstances  less  fortunate  than  their  own.  One 
would  have  thought  that  now,  when  the  tables  are  so  completely 
turned,  and  the  funded  and  monied  interest  have  unexpectedly  be^ 
come  vastly  more  florishing  than  the  landed  interest  ever  were  in 
the  most  prosperous  times;  they  would,  from  a  sense  of  gra« 
titude,  or  generosity,  or  patriotism,  or  even  from  a  well-digested 
sense  of  their  own  future  interest,  have  extended  a  helping  hand  to 
their  former  friends  and  supporters  in  the  hour  of  their  misfortunes ! 
But  all  in  that  quarter,  1  am  grieved  to  say  it,. is  cold  and  tbaok* 
less  indifference.  Anxious  only,  as  it  would  seem,  to  make  the  most 
of  their  unexpected  riches,  and  to  excuse  their  selfishness  by  af* 
'  fecting  to  discredit  the  afflicting  representations  of  agricultural  dis- 
tress, with  which  the  tables  of  parliament  have  year  after  year  been 

loaded. 

"  V\\  have  my  bond  I  a  pound  of  flesh — 
And  nearest  the  heart  V* 

Nearest  the  heart  indeed !  the  heart  too,  not  of  an  individual,  but 
of  a  nation ;  not  of  a  subject  of  the  state,  but  of  the  state  itself  I 
Yet  I  look  in  vain  for  a  wise  Venetian  law — in  vain  for  a  second 
Daniel, — to  snatch  from  the  murderous  knife  the  devoted  victim. 

But  what  is  it,  it  may  be  asked,  which  constitutes  the  state,  in  the 
eyes  of  ministers  and  monied  men  i  it  is  no  longer,  as  in  the  days 
of  our  wise  and  gallant  ancestors,  the  landed  interest.  Oh !  no : 
the  landed  interest  in  these  days,  is  clean  out  of — consideratioo. 
It  is  the  fundholders,  the  capitalists,  the  loanmongers,  and  the 
tax-eaters,  as  they  have  been  emphatically  named — ^who  now  alone 
seem  to  constitute  the  state ;  and  for  whom,  and  for  whose  interest 
and  preservation  every  thing,  it  would  appear,  is  to  be  surrendered 
and  sacrificed.  It  would,  one  would  think,  have  been  becoouig  it 
least,  and  perhaps  eventually  wise  too,  in  those,  who,  thro«igi|  the 
shuffles  of  the  currency,  have  obtained  so  large  a  share  of  their 
neighbours'  property,  to  have  come  forward  widi  a  voluntary  re- 
mission of  interest,  in  proportion  to  their  unlooked  for,  and 
unequitable  galins;    whereby  they   would  have  bound  to  iheir 
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interest  the  men  of  the  soil^  whose  helping  hand  may  sonle  day  yet 
be  wanted ;  but  who  must  meet  the  call  with  feelings  widely 
different  from  those  evinced  by  them  on  a  former  occasion^ 
should  the  monied  interest  continue  thus  insensible  to  their  distress, 
aiid  blindly  persevere  in  rejecting  their  claim  to  an  equitable  ar- 
rangement. Surely  the  monied  classes  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
unfair  advantage  they  have  obtained  over  the  rest  of  the  community^ 
by  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  currency  after  such  a  lapse  of 
years ;  when  the  whole  financial  and  monetary  system  had  been 
established  on  a  new  and  widely  different  footing,  and  all  engage- 
Inents  between  man  and  man  arranged  according  to  that  new  aiad 
altered  system ;  a  system  which  arose  from  the  immediate  act  and 
fiat  of  government,  and  not  from  the  natural  course  of  events* 
They  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  gross  injustice  and  cruelty,  of 
forcing  a  mortgagee  for  instance,  who  ten  years  ago  borrowed  from 
tbem  ten  thousand  pieces  of  paper  called  pound  notes,  eacih  of 
wbi<ih  was  worth  at  the  moment,  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpeiice 
only,  of  real  undepreciated  metallic  money,  or  8@|  grains  of  gold, 
or  a  bushel  and  a  quarter  of  wheat,  or  24  pounds  of  beef,  or  seven 
days'  labor  of  a  laboring  man  ;  to  pay  in  return  for  each  of  those 
bjtis  of  paper,  £0  real  silver  shillings,  or  ISS^  grains  of  gold,  or 
5  bushels  of  wheat,  or  60  pounds  df  beef,  or  14  days'  labor  of  a 
man:  €568  ounces  of  gold,  for  1712  ounces  borrowed;  10,000 
sterling  metallic  pounds,  for  6,666  such  pounds  received ;  or  in  one 
word,  not  £0  shillings  in  the  pound,  as  in  all  other  cases ;  but  30 
shillings  in  the  pound,  of  what  was  borrowed,  or  is  justly  due ! 

Surely  no  man  nor  body  of  men,  endowed  with  the  usual 
perception  of  right  and  wrong,  can  attempt  to  abet,  or  justify^ 
such  downright  confiscation  and  p^lunder — however  legalized  it 
"unfortunately  may  be  by  legislative  acts  :  nor  can  the  legislature, 
proud  of  its  ancient  fame  and  love  of  equity,  continue  to  refuse 
redress  of  such  monstrous  and  cruel  injustice,  to  national  or  indivi- 
dual claimants  f  For  the  nation  at  large  stands  as  to  payments,  in 
the  same  relative  situation  to  the  fundholders  and  those  who  are 
supported  by  the  taxes,  as  the  debtor  or  mortgagee  to  his  creditor ; 
being  forced,  through  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  to  pay  an 
Tidditibn  of  S3  per  cent,  on  alt  the  taxes ;  or,  ^hich  is  the  same 
thing,  to  pay  20  shillings  for  every  139.  4d.  imposed;  or90milli6ns 
per  annum  of  the  money  of  account  iu  which  those  tffxes  were 
lately  estimated,  instead  of  60  millions.  ¥&t,  taking  the  present 
Amount  of  taxes  at  60  millions ;  it  is  evident,  that  60  millicms  of  the 
ipresent  restored  metallic  currency  in  which  they  must  now  be 
paid,  is  equivalent  to  90  millions  of  the  depreciated  currency  of 
the  latter  years  of  the  war,  when  such  enoi^mous  taxation  was  im- 
posed, and  sustained  too,  with  apparent  facility :  so  that  notwith^ 
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standing  the  repeal  of  many  millions  since  the  peace,  the  nation  is 
still  much  more  heavily  taxed  than  -  at  any  period  during  the  war ; 
although  then  greatly  more  able  to  bear  them,  by  means  of  a  flo- 
rishing  agriculture,  and  a  commanding  commerce. 

It  is  therefore  imperatively  necessary^  in  common  justice  to  the 
nation  at  large ;  and  at  the  same  time  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
strictest  principles  of  justice  and  equity  to  the  freeholders ;  that  the 
dividends  should  in  future  be  paid  not  in  money^of  full  metallic  value, 
but  in  money  equal  in  value  only,  to  the  depreciated  currency  in 
which  the  loans  were  latterly  advanced  ;  money  of  13  shillings  and 
4  pence  to  the  pound ;  or  with  sovereigns  or  pounds,  or  pieces  of 
82^  grains  of  gold  each — the  value  of  the  pound  notes  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  loans  were  made  to  government — and  to  which 
the  money  value  of  all  former  loans  was  at  length  reduced. 

The  advantage  of  returning  to  the  ancient  standard  of  value,  or 
the  restoration  of  the  current  medium  to  123|  grains  of  gold  to  the 
pound  sterling,  has  in  my  humble  opinion  been  vastly  overrated; 
and  it  is  evident  to  me,  that  none  of  the  authors  or  patrons  of  the 
measure  had  a  sufficiently  clear  perception  or  foresight,  of  the 
gross  injustice  and  multiplied  misery  arising  from  it,  or  thatfatd 
project  would  never  siurely,  have  been  adopted.  In  this,  as  in 
many  other  affairs  of  men — it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the 
best  and  wisest,  and  most  expedient  method  of  retrieving  the  mis- 
fortunes of  a  false  step,  is  to  retrace  that  identical  step,  and  endea- 
vour to  place  ourselves  exactly  where  we  were  before.  It  is  easier 
at  times,  to  go  through  the  quagmire  than  to  turn  back ;  and  so  it 
most  certainly  would  have  been  with  the  long  depreciated  measure 
of  value.  Had  the  money  of  account,  or  coin  of  the  realm,  been 
permanently  adjusted  in  1814,  to  the  existing  value  of  the  only 
current  medium  or  money  of  account  then  in  use — viz.  135. 4d,  to  the 
pound,  not  a  twentieth  part  of  our  present  calamitous  distress  would 
ever  have  been  heard  of;  but  plenty  and  prosperity  and  happiness 
would,  as  on  all  former  occasions,  have  returned  with  peace :  and 
although  now,  when  payments  in  cash  have  been  practically  re- 
sumed, greater  difficulty  would  necessarily  be  encountered,  and 
fresh  sources  of  injury  and  injustice  again  be  opened ;  yet  a  far  less 
amount  of  evil  would  even  now  arise,  from  reverting  to  the  princi- 
ple of  equitable  arrangement  above  inculcated,  than  from  blindly 
striving  in  the  face  of  such  manifest  injustice,  and  so  much  distress 
and  misery  both  individual  and  national,  to  persevere  in  that  pre- 
posterous and  ruinous  attempt,  to  pay  in  unadulterated  coin,  debts 
contracted  in  depreciated  paper ;  an  effort  which  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  the  country  to  sustain. 

On  the  part  of  the  fundholders  it  is  alleged,  that  taking  the  an- 
cient stock  and  the  new  together,  they  have  lost  as  much  as  they 
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bave  gained  by  the  change  in  the  currency ;  and  that  the  public 
obtained  as  great  an  advantage  through  the  depreciation  of  the 
bank  paper  in  which  the  dividends  were  paid  during  the  war,  as  the 
fundholders  have  since  obtained  by  its  restoration  in  value. 

That  the  original  fundholders  suffered  at  the  outset  great  injus-^ 
tice^  and  loss  of  property^  by  the  restriction  of  cash  payments,  and 
consequent  depreciation  of  the  currency,  no  one  denies  ;  and  those 
of  them  who  still  retain^  their  identical  stock,  might  very  naturally 
remonstrate  against  being  paid  their  dividends  in  depreciated 
money,  as  their  loans  were  advanced  in  money  of  full  value.  But 
in  point  of  fact  a  very  small  proportion  of  those  ancient  fundholders 
have  retained  their  original  stock;  and  havingonce  parted  with  it, 
they  lose  every  claim  they  might  otherwise  have  pretended  to :  and 
surely  those  to  whom  they  sold  their  ancient  stock  at  a  reduced  or 
paper  money  price^  whether  individuals,  or  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund — can  have  no  pretence  to  superior  advantage,  or  a 
higher  r^te  of  interest  on  that  portion  of  slock  could  it  be  iden- 
tified— than  on  any  of  the  more  recent  loans ;  with  which,  as  above 
observed,  the  more  ancient  stock  became  from  time  to  time  amal- 
gamated, and  completely  equalised  in  value. 

Whether  the  fundholders  in  the  gross,  have  up  to  this  moment 
lost  as  is  alleged,  as  much  by  the  changes  in  the  currency  as 
they  have  gained,  is  irrelevant  to  the  question  at  issue,  and  is  more 
an  object  of  curiosity  than  of  any  real  utility  to  inquire  into.  But 
granting  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  assertion  is  correct  as 
to. the  past,  it  surely  does  not  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
that  it  should  be  so  as  to  the  future.  Twenty  years  ago  A  engaged 
to  pay  to  B  lOOZ.  a  year  for  ever — and  ten  years  ago  B  stipulated 
o  pay  to  A  200/.  a  year  for  ever.  At  the  present  moment  each 
.  of  the  parties  has  paid  to  the  other  the  same  amount  in  cash,  (leav- 
ing interest  out  of  consideration,  which  may  be  done  here  without 
affecting  the  illustration,)  and  their  accounts  may  in  this  point  of 
view  be  said  to  balance.  But  they  surely  cannot,  be  considered  as 
standing  on  an  equal  footing  in  those  engagements,  seeing  that  A 
has  contrived  not  only  to  reimburse  himself  for  his  advances,  but 
to  secure  likewise  an  annuity  of  a  clear  100/.  a  year  for  ever,  with- 
out any  adequate  value  given  in  exchange.  So  it  is  with  the  fund- 
holders  and  the  nation.  At  this  moment  the  respective  gain  and 
loss  may  nearly  balance :  but  nevertheless,  the  nation  is  so  cir- 
cumstanced in  its  relations  with  the  fundholders,  as  to  be  forced  to 
pay  them  an  annuity  of  10  millions  for  ever,  over  and  above  the 
interest  really  due  on  their  loans,  through  the  improvident  restoration 
of  the  money  of  account,  with  which  the  dividends  must  hencefor- 
ward be  paid,  on  loans  advanced  in  a  currency  of  lower  value.  Nor  is 
this  all :  for  by  the  augnoentation  of  the  value  of  the  current  mediui^> 
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tbe  nation  is  likewise  saddled  with  a  similar  addition  of  33  p6r  tent, 
on  all  other  taxes  and  impostor  equal  at  least  in  ansoMt  to  tho86 
which  ^e  levied  for  the  payment  ol  the  dividends  ^  making  lito^ 
gelher,  an  addition  of  one-third  at  least  to  the  real  ansoont  of  aH 
^e  tfutesy  or  SO  millions  per  annum  over  «id  "abov<e  whlit  was 
originally  contemplated,  or  what  would  have  been  exacted  fircm  tb^ 
nation,  but  for  those  fatal  shiftings  of  the  currency.     Neither  does 
tke  mischief  stop  even  here ;  for  through  the  same  chatiges  in  the 
currency,  a  like  addition  of  one-third  is  made  to  every  private  debt^ 
and  payment,  and  incumbrance ;  the  amount  of  which  it  is  not 
easy  to'  estimate,  although  its  overwhelming  and  ruinous  effects 
are  everywhere  woiully  manifest.    The  chief  and  peitaanedt  bur- 
den of  ^is  fatal  oversight  must  ultimately  rest  on  the  landlords, 
v4iO  are  thereby  subjected  to  an  exaction  in  favor  of  Govertmiettt 
and  the  fundholders^  of  at  least  one-third  the  value  of  their  lands, 
over  and  above  what  is  just  or  equitable  :  or  in  other  wordsi — they 
are  plundered  of  one-third  the  value  of  their  estate^,  overhand 
above  that  portion  of  tfaeni  which  has  been  considered  as  pledged 
to  the  fundholders,  as  their  fair  proportion  of  the  dividends,  and  to. 
Government,  as  their  quota  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  state: 
one-third  of  their  estates,  over  and  above  what  would  have  been 
chargeable  on  them,  had  that  fatal  Bank  restriction  and  deprecia- 
ilion  of  the  currency,  and  that  still  more  fatal  and  improvident  re- 
storation of  the  currency,  never  taken  place:  so  that  in  point  of 
fact,  not  more  than  one-third,  or  more  probably  one-fourth,  of  die 
jredl  value  and  usufruct  of  their  estates,  can  henceforward  be  en- 
joyed by  the  landlords  at  large ;    which  at  no  great  interval  df 
4}me  must  inevitably  prove  the  means  of  driving  them  into  jail, 
or  into  obscurity,  in  order  to  make  room  for  those  favored  sons 
of  Plutus,  to  whom  the  legislature  has  virtually  given,  through  die 
changes  in  the  currency,  an  absolute  and  free  gift  of  one- third  of 
^11  the  land  in  the  united  kingdom,  over  and  above  their  just  and 
equitable  claim.     For  what  is  the  estate  but  the  product  of  the 
estate?  The  rent  is  gone,  and  with  it  the  estate! 

It  is  a  favorite  sut^ect  wiih  the  fundholder  to  talk  about  the 
mortgage  they  presume  themselves  to  have  obtained  on  all  the  land, 
and  on  every  other  species  of  property,  with  as  much  ease  and  confi- 
dence, as  if  they  had  actually  the  parchments  in  their  bureaus.  They 
would  have  it  believed  that  the  whole  property  of  the  nation,  and  of 
every  individual,  is  pledged  to  the  uttermost  farthing  for  the  payment 
of  their  interest  or  dividends,  in  the  same  siense  exactly  as  if  it 
were  a  money  transaction  between  private  persons.  The  info^- 
ence  wished  to  be  drawn  plainly  is — ^^that  their  interest  must  be 
paid,  as  long  as  an  acre,  or  a  shilling  of  private  property  remains, 
nfhether  out  of  income  or  capital,  matters  not :  and  if  the  entire 
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tevexme,  atnd  hicoine^  and  produce^  should  prove  insufficient  for 
their  dividends^rthe  whole  lands^  and  goods,  and  chattels,  must 
of  course  be  sold  up  and  made  over  to  them.  Nothing  less,  ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  than  Uie  absolute  command  of  property 
and  person  will  suffice  for  those  insatiable  money  makers ;  for 
the  same  principle  carried  a  little  farther  would  go  to  diat;  would 
give  them  the  command  eventually,  of  the  land,  the  goods,  the  labor, 
and  ultimately  of  the  personal  liberty,  of  every  individual;  a  suffi- 
cient reductio  ad  abmrdum  surely,  of  such  an  absurd  proposi- 
tion. 

But,  however  it  might  suit  the  interest  or  the  wishes  of  the  fund- 
holders  to  have,  the  public  debts  considered  in  the  same  point  <)f 
view  as  private  debts— nothing  can  be  more  distinct  in  their  nature 
and  relations.     By  the  national  debt,  or  public  funds,  or  stocks,  is 
meant,  the  register  of.  certain  sums  of  money  lent  by  individuaU  to 
Government — okr,  more  correctly  speaking,  sold  or  given   up  to 
'Govermiient,  in  exchange  for  perpetual  annuities  payable  out  of 
the  taxes;  which  annuities  being  transferable,  become  a  sortdf 
mercantile  commodity,  fluctuating  in  its  value  like  other-  commo- 
dities, and  attended  therefore  with  the  chance  of  profit  and  the 
risk  of  loss  to  the    dealers.     The   funded    property' or    stock 
differs  from  a  private  debt  in  this  essential  condition — in  hot  being 
payable  on  demand ;  the  lender  in  fact  having  no  resource  on  the 
borrower's  goods  or  person  in  case  of  non-payment.   This  must  at 
first  sight  appear  a  disadvantage ;  but  the  funds  are  endowed  widi 
many  countervailing) advantages,  which  form  together  much  more 
than  a  full  equivalent :  for  being  easily  and  speedily  transferable'-^ 
that  is,  saleable,  without  almost  any  expense,  this  species  of  pro- 
perty has  a  vast  advantage  over  every  other,  which  is  sure  to  be 
burdened  in  the  transfer  with  enormous  expenses,  vexatious  delays, 
and  frequent  disputes  and  uncertainty.    These  advantajges  were 
originally  conceded  to  funded  property  as  an  inducement  to  capi- 
talists, who  were  not  at  the  commencement  of  the  funding  system 
ao  numerous  as  at  present  (not  having  then  acquired  the  art  of 
coining  or  transmuting  paper  into  gold)  to  lend  their  money  to 
Government.     This  exemption  from,  cost,  and  the  great  facility  in 
the  transfer,  render  the  funds  a  vast  and  ready  field  for  specula- 
tion ;  and  enormous  sums  are  daily  gained  and  lost  by  trafficking, 
or  rather  gambling,  in  that  commodity.     When  to  bther  advan- 
tages is  joined  the  larger  interest  generally  derived  from  loans  to 
Government,  it  is  natural  they  should  operate  on  people's  minds, 
as  a  set-off  against  the  risk  of  an  irregular  or  defective  payment 
of    the  interest  at  some  future  period.    This  risk   is  perfectly 
familiar  to  every  lender,  or  at  least  to  every  speculator  in  the  funds. 
No  one  is  ignorant  of  it.     Biit  as  the  period  of  total  failure,  or 
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of  great  defalcation,  is  indefinite,  and  perhaps  distant — die  risk 
alluded  to  has  but  little  influence  on  the  estimated  value  of  funded 
property,  as  every  one  trusts  it  will  last  his  time.  It  is  considered 
in  fact  in  the  light  of  a  long  annuity,  the  duration  of  which,  in- 
stead of  50  or  60  years,  is  indefinite,  and  is  longer  or. shorter, 
according  to  the  fears  or  JFancy  of  the  public.  The  public,  however, 
are  partial  to  this  sort  of  annuity ;  more  partial  to  it  with  all  its 
risks  and  uncertainty,  than  to  land  or  mortgage ;  nK>st  people 
preferring  the  larger  immediate  profit  or  interest  with  uncertain 
duration,  to  a  smaller  profit  or  interest  with  perpetual  security.    : 

The  funded  property  resembles,  in  some  respects,  money  lent 
to  the  commissioners  of  a  turnpike  road,  or  still  more  nearly  ap- 
proaches to  the  nature  of  shares  in  a  navigable  canal,  wliQre- the 
trustees  stipulate  to  pay  an  interest  or  dividend  out  of  the  sur^- 
plus  profits,  after  defraying  the  cost  of  the  necessary  repairs ;  but 
where  the  share  or  ticket  holder  is  not  permitted  in  case  of  non- 
payment, to  seize  upon  the  premises,  or  to  exact  double  toDs  for 
his  own  emolument;  nor  are  the  commissioners  or  trustees  bound 
to  surrender  their  private  estates  or  liberty  for  his  security  or  grati- 
fication. The  claim  of  the  fundholder  to  the  lands,  goods,  labor,  or 
personal  liberty  of  the  people,  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the 
share  or* ticket  holder  to  the  private  estates  of  the  commissioners. 
The  claim  in  either  case,  is  on  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  collected ; 
on  the  income^  and  not  the  capital  of  the  public:  and  if  a 
surplus  can  no  longer  be  obtained  for  the  payment  of  the  dividends, 
without  seizing  on  the  capital,  and  trenching  on  the  national  pros- 
perity and  safety,  he  can  no  longer  possess  a  right  to  demand  it. 

This  principle,  be  it  observed,  would  have  been  equally  sound 
and  irrefragable  had  no  alteration  in  the  currency  ever  taken  place. 
When  the  nation  could  no  longer  pay  taxes  sufficient  to  answer  the 
dividends  in  full,  without  confiscating  the  estates  and  productive 
capital  of  the  people,  the  claim  of  the  fundholder  must  have,  ceased, 
or  at  least  have  abated.  And  if  this  is  undeniably  true  when  on 
alteration  or  augmentation  of  the  currency  had  taken  place,  it  is 
•  still  more  forcibly  true  when  the  additional  gravamen  of  the 
currency,  which  doubles  the  amount  of  mischief,  is  thrown  into  the 
scale. 

It  is  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the  funding  system  to  diminish 
progressively  the  value  of  landed  property,  and  ultimately  to  absorb 
and  swallow  up  the  whole  of  it.  Formerly,  however,  the  process 
was  slowj  and  many  years  might  have  elapsed  before  it  came 
to  a  crisis,  had  it  been  suffered  to  go  on  in  its  original  form  and 
character.  But  the  Bank  restriction  act  gave  it  wings — the  wings 
.  of  a  vulture,  and  has  effected  that  in  20  years,  which  might  other- 
wise have  required  a  couple  of  centuries  for  its  completion.    The 
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iivhole  series  of  acts  and  operations  respecting  the  currency^  from 
the  first  restrictive  act  to  tlie  Consummation  of  tbe  business  by  Mr; 
Peel's  bill,  may  be  justly  entitled,  a  machinery  for  more  speedily 
stripping  the  landholders  of  their  estates ;  and  that  which  is  the  most 
singular  incident  in  all  this  strange  eventful  history^  making  them  " 
all'  the  while  believe,  that  they  were,  through  its  operations,  grow- 
ing daily  richer  and  richer. 

-  The  great  body  of  landlords  have  gone  on  till  now,  blundering 
and  floundering,  headlong  to  destruction,^  under  the  false  impression 
that  the  sacrifices  they  were  caUed  on  to  make  were  only  tempor  - 
rary,  and  only  equal  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community — or 
even  smaller  in  proportion  than  the  advantages  they  were  deriving 
from  the  working  of  the  system,  and  the  numerical  advance  in 
rents  and  prices;  flattering  themselves  that  those  high  rents  and 
prices,  as  they  were  commonly  called,  (but  which  ought  really  to 
have  been  designated  the  nominal,  or  depreciated  paper  money 
rents  and  prices,)  would  still  keep  up,  or  even  return  again,  when 
once  the  long-looked-for  transition  from  war  to  peace  was  accom*  • 
plished:  and  even  if  prices  and  rents  should  fall  a  little,  they  still 
consoled  themselves  with  the  certainty  of  being  in  a  condition  at 
least  as  favorable  as  that  in  which  they  stood  before  the  war  com-' 
meuced. 

Pleased  to  the  last,  he  crops  the  flowery  food, 
And  licks  the  hand  that's  rused  to  shed  his  blood ! 

The  alteration  of  the  money  of  account  was  a  circumstance 
which  the  great  body  of  landlords  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament 
were  wholly  ignorant  of;  a  subject  they  could  never  be  made  to 
comprehend :  and  whenever  its  impending  and  fatal  effects  were 
foretold,  or  urged  on  their  notice,  it  was  considered  by  the  con- 
fiding and  credulous  landholders  as  merely  an  affair  of  party,  and 
undeserving  of  any  serious  attention.  It  is  only  now  they  begin 
to  perceive  their  fatal  ignorance,  and  to  be  convinced  when  too 
late,  of  the  former  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  by  the 
impending  ruin  which  accompanies  its  restoration  in  value.  They 
now  perceive  that  the  former  rise  of  rents  and  prices  was  a  mere 
deception — a  nominal  and  not  a  real  increase  of  wealth,  as  they 
foolishly  imagined.;  but  that  the  presentyii//  of  rents  and  prices, 
while  all  taxes,  charges  and  incumbrances  are  increased  in  an  inverse 
proportion,  is  not  a  nominal,  but  a  real  and  absolute  confiscation 
of  their  estates. 

It  were  an  useless  waste  of  time  and  words  to  demonstrate 
more  fully  the  utter  impossibility  of  levying  in  gold  the  present 
amount  of  taxes  and  incumbrances  imposed  in  a  highly  depreciated 
cuiTency,  without  the  absolute  forfeiture  in  a  very  few  years,  of 
the  whole  estates  and  property  of  the  whole  landed  interest.  I  will 
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only  8t<>p  to  observe,  that  in  1793  the  prices  of  produce  wer« 
nearly  the  same  as  at  present :  but  the  tases  and  charges  papbte 
out  of  that  produce  were  scarcely  one  quarter  of  their  present 
amount.  If  tb^efore  a  fourfold  amount  of  taxes  and  charges  and 
outgoings— or  ^eir  a  twofold  amount,  is  levied  oat  of  the  same 
amount  of  produce;  it  is  evident  it  cannot  be  paid  out  of  the 
income,  but  out  of  the  capital  of  those  concerned,  which  must 
speedily  bring  them  to  beggary.  In  foct,  the  whole  of  the  far- 
mer's capital,  and  three-fourths  of  the  landlord's  estates^  are  already 
gone ;  and  the  iniquitous  system  if  longer  pursued,  must  inevitably 
terminate  in  the  fraudulent  abstraction  of  the  whole  landed  property 
in  the  kingdom  from  its  present  possessors. 

It  is  asserted  by  the  funded  and  monied  party,  that  the  land- 
lords derived  a  great  advantage  during  the  war  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency  (although  till  of  late  they  would  not  allow 
that  it  was  ever  depreciated  at  all),  having  doubled  or  trebled  their 
rents,  whereby  they  avoided,  in  a  great  measure,  the  pressure  of  the 
war  expenditure  arid  taxation ;  and  if  they  are  now  forced  to  return 
to  the  rents  and  prices  of  1793,  they  will  not  have  sustained  any 
real  loss  or  injury* 

To  this  I  would  reply — that  few  landlords  did  in  fact  double 
their  rents  during  the  war,  although  such  has  been  the  common 
hearsay  and  belief.  Some  few  perhaps,  upon  a  small  scale,  and 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  the  vicinity  for  instance  of  an  in- 
creasing town^  or  in  consequence  of  great  outlay  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  soil,  may  perhaps  have  done  so.  On  the  contrary, 
many  landlords  had  let  their  estates  upon  long  leases^  which 
endured  nearly  as  long  as  the  prosperous  times,  and  could  diere- 
fore  derive  little  or  no  advantage  from  the  rise  of  produce,  althou^ 
they  suffered  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community  from  6ke 
increase  of  taxation,  and  the  increased  expense  of  liting.  Others 
were  only  beginning  to  reap  advantage  from  the  rise  of  rents,  when 
the  re-action  from  the  peace  commenced ;  by  which  their  tenants 
were  in  most  cases  quickly  ruined,  through  the  rapid  faill  in  the 
value  of  all  their  stock  and  produce,  to  the  amount  of  50  or  GO 
per  cent. ;  and  in  the  most  fortunate  cases,  their  rents  have  ever 
since  been  badly  paid,  even  with  great  and  increasing  reductions. 

But  granting,  for  ailment  sake,  that  the  rent  of  land  was  nomi- 
naHy  doubled  during  the  war  and  the  existence  of  paper  money 
prices,  the  proprietor  was  by  no  means  really  richer  than  before. 
His  doubled  rent  of  40  shillings  per  acre  instead  of  20,  gave  him 
no  more  gold  and  silver,  and  certainly  no  more  of  gold  and  silver's 
worth;  no  greater  command  of  the  necessaries  or  luxuries  of  life; 
no  more  beef  or  bread  or  labor ;  no  more  in  short  of  any  thing 
but  bank  paper.    All  therefore  that  the  landlord  gained  by  his 
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doubled  reqts,  was  die  temporary  avoidance  of  lost  to  a  certain 
extent.  While  the  paper  money  prices  kept  up,  or  kept  progsesr 
siyely  increasing,  by  the  multiplication  and  cooaequent  depreciaf* 
tionoftbe  paper,  tfae  landholder  sustained  indeed. a  smaller  loss 
tha^  some  of  the  other  classes,  from  that  de|Areciation.  But  it  is 
equally  certain,  that  he  gained  much  less  in  the  commencement 
than  is  commonly  alleged ;  while  in  the  conclusion  he  has  lost, 
or  is  about  to  lose,  every  thing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fundbolder, 
although  he  sustained  in  the  beginning  both  injustice  and  injury^ 
bas  now  not  only  the  full  value  of  his  property  restored  to  him  hy 
the  restoration  of  the  current  medium ;  but  in  a  vast  majority  of 
instances^  restored  twofold,  through  the  joint  operation  of  rise  in 
the  funds,  and  the  restoration  of  the.  currency  -y  while  the  original 
proprietors  of  land,  in  return  for  their  short-lived  advantage,  Imve 
already  lost  three-fourths  of  their  estates,  and  are  rapidly  losing 
the  remaining  fourth ;  the  recent  purchasers  of  estates  have 
actually  lost  their  all ;  and  the  occupiers  of  land,  the  whole  body 
of  farmers  through  the  whole  united  kingdom^  are  ruined  to  a 
man. 

Rents  are  now  returned,  pr  are  fast  returning,  to  the  scale  of 
1793,  but  the  condition  of  the  landlords  is  vastly  different  from 
that  of  170^;  their  taxes,  rates,  tithes,  and  outgoings  being  in 
many  cases  more  than  doubled,  and  their  tradesmen's  bills,  servants' 
wages,  and  all  the  ordinary  charges  of  their  establishments,  still  te^ 
maining  nearly  on  the  scale  of^the  dearest  times,  and  greatest  depre^ 
ciation  of  money  ;  a  few  articles  in  housekeeping,  such  as  bread  and 
botcher's  meat,  excepted,  which,  however  important  to  the  poor 
man,  constitute  but  a  trifling  part  of  the  annual  expenditure  of  it 
gentleman's  family.  With  the  rental  of  1793,  the  landlord  is  at 
present  not  half  so  rich  as  he  was  at  that  period ;  two<-thirds  at 
least  of  the  effective  worth  and  value  of  his  estate  having  since 
then  been  virtually  seized  upon  and  confiscated  by  the  Govern^ 
ment,  the  fundholder,  the  poor,  and  the  church,  through  the  in^ 
crease  of  taxes,  tithes,  rates  and  charges  of  various  descriptions ; 
of  which  calamity,  by  far  the  greater  share  is  the  disastrous  pror 
duct  of  those  unhallowed  operations  on  the  current  medium  or 
measure  of  value.  ^ 

It  is  a  certain  fact,  that  no  landholder,  even  with  an  unincumbered 
estaite,  is  half  as  rich  as  his  great-grandfather  was  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  ago.  The  present  rental  of  his  estate^  although  four 
times  as  great  in  figures,  will  not  give  him  the  same  command  of 
necessaries  or  luxuries  or  labor,  the  true  criterion  of  riches ;  while 
those  who  have  any  material  incumbrances  of  mortgage,  legacy, 
or  dowry  to  contend  with,  although  such  as  could  easily  have 
been  born  a  few  years  ago,  are  now  utterly  undone     There  is 
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absblutely  no  means  left  for  escape.  The  fairest  patrimonial  estate 
under  such  circumstances^  must  be  melted  down^  and  pass  away 
into  the  bands  of  the  loan-mongers,  Jews,  and  money-brokers,  who 
for  a  length  of  time  have,  it  is  to  be  feared,  been  straining  their 
subtle  energies  to  depress  the  land,  in  order,  as  it  would  seem,  thtt 
they  may  the  more  easily  swallow  it  up,  or  purchase  it  at  a  tile 
price. 

.  The  most  specious  argument  perhaps  that  can  be  brought  in 
favor  of  the  fundholder*s  pretensions,  is  the  original  resolution  of 
Parliament,  that  the  Bank  should  return  to  cash  payments  at  a 
future  period — ^  of  which  all  men  ought  to  have  been  aware,  and 
against  the  effect  of  which  every  man  ought  to  have  guarded  hinv* 
self  in  all  dealings,  contracts,  or  engagements  for  money.'  But 
this  argument,  however  specious  it  may  at  first  sight  appear,  will 
be  found,  when  candidly  examined,  to  carry  with  it  but  little  weight 
or  value :  and  in  this  light  it  was  evidently  viewed  by  its  authors 
and  patrons ;  judging  from  the  frequent  inroads  and  alterations 
made  on  it,  as  suited  the  conveniency  of  the  moment.  First  of  all, 
the  restriction  of  cash  payments  was  to  last  only  for  fifty-two 
days ;  a  modest  period  enough.  Before  those  expired,  however, 
the  furlough  was  extended  to  one  month  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  session  of  Parliament :  previous  to  whicb>  it  .was  again 
prolonged  until  one  month  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  In 
defiance,  however,  oi  this  engagement,  the  payments  in  cash  were 
again  postponed  by  a  fourth,  and  a  fifth  restrictive  act,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  until  war  again  broke  out ; 
when,  by  a  sixth  restrictive  act  in  December  1803,  the  payments 
in.  cash  were  finally  put  off  until  six  months  after  the  conclusion 
of  a  treaty  of  peace. 

.  From  these  repeated  infringements  of  the  original  stipulation, 
and  repeated  postponements  of  the  payments  in  cash — from  the 
long  duration,  and  interminable  aspect  of  the  war,  and  many  other 
concurring  reasons,  the  public  became  fully  persuaded  that  the 
measure  was  finally  relinquished — or  at  least  abandoned  sine  die; 
and  from  thenceforward  it  ceased  to  be  looked  for,  or  to  be 
reckoned  upon,  or  to  have  the  smallest  influence  on  money  trans- 
actions, or  the  price  or  value  of  funded  or  other  property.  In 
foro  comcientia,  the  stipulation  in  question,  after  so  many.breaches 
and  alterations,  cannot  be  pleaded  as  a  legitimate  claim ;  and  can 
only  be  considered  in  the  light  of  an  obsolete  statute — which, 
although  like  the  Jaw  for  the.  burning  of  witches,  it  is  still  unre- 
pealed, it  would  be  highly  unjust  and  iniquitous  to  call  it  into 
action. 

It  is  moreover  abundantly  evident,  that  when  this  stipulation 
was  made,  it  did  not  enter  into  the  calculation  of  Government  or 
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the  Legislature  that  the  resumption  of  cash  payments  would  be  so 
long  delayed  '^  or  that  it  would  be  attended  in  the  event  with  such 
monstrous  injustice  and  injury  to  any  class  of  the  community; 
otherwise  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  either  the  original  sus- 
pension, or  the  prospective  resumption,  would  ever  have  been 
thought  of  or  submitted  to.  It  never  could  have  entered  into  the 
head  of  Mr.  Pitt  or  his  supporters,  that  the  resumption  of  pay- 
oDents  in  cash  or  buliioti  would  double. the  real  amount  and  pres- 
sure of  the  national  debt  and  taxes;  that  it  would  force  every 
mortgagee  or  debtor  to  pay  one-third,  or  rather  one-half  more  in 
value  than  he  had  borrowed  ;  that  by  lowering  the  price  of  agri- 
cultural produce  sixty  per  cent,  it  would  beggar  the  whole  race 
of  farmers  and  those  dependant  on  them  for  employment  and  sup- 
port; that  it  would  reduce  the  rent  and  value  of  every  landed 
testate  in  the  kingdom  at  least  one-half,  besides  exerting  a  most  d^ 
pressing  influence  on  manufactures,  and  on  commerce,  whether 
foreign,  domestic  or  colonial.  Had  those  enormous  evils  been  at 
all  anticipated  or  foreseen  at  the  moment,  no  stipulation  for  a 
measure  so  extensively  ruinous  could  ever  have  been  proposed, 
great  as  the  power  and  influence  of  the  minister  undoubtedly  was : 
and  that  they  were  not  foreseen  at  the  time,  we  have  sufficient 
proof  in  the  free  and  open  confession  of  those  very  ministers  who 
were,  along  with  Mr.  Pitt,  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  restric- 
tion, of  cash  payments,  and  the  whole  system  of  measures  arising 
out  of  it.  So  far  from  foreseeing  the  impending  depreciation  of 
Bank  paper  at  the  moment,  they  continued  insensible  of  it  for 
many  iong  years  after  it  had  notoriously  taken  place  ;  but  now  in- 
deed, they  frankly  acknowledge  that  they  were  deceived,  and  that 
a  depreciation  of  30  per  cent,  did  then  actually  exist.  But  the 
simple  confession  of  error,  whatever  appearance  of  candor  it  may 
•carry  along  with  it,  is  not  in  itself  enough ;  it  is  no  exoneration  of 
Government,  no  redemption  of  their  pledge  to  the  public  ;  no  re- 
dress nor  indemnification  to  the  starving  victims  of  their  promises 
and  guarantee. 

By  repeated  acts  and  resolutions  of  Parliament,  and  particularly 

on  the  26th  of  April,  1811,  a  full  and  solemn  assurance  was  given 

to  the  public  that  Bank  paper  was  in  no  degree  depreciated;  but 

•  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  equal  in  value  to  solid  gold  and 

silver  of  the  same  nominal  amount.     The  consequence  of  those 

solemn  pledges  naturally  was,  that  numberless  individuals  were  led 

into  a  gross  and  ruinous  error,  by  confiding  in  the  faith  and  honor 

of  Government,  whose  sources  of  information  on  those  points  they 

.knew,  to  be  greatly  superior  to  those  of  other  men,  and  whom  they 

.could  not  conceive  to  be  capable  of  a  deliberate  intention  to  deceive. 

In  the  wisdom  and  honor  of  Government  they  placed  an  implicit 
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and  fatal  confidence ;  an  implicit  belief  that  Bank  notes  had  suf- 
fered no  depreciation  whatever :  and  as  that  which  h^d  nd  f^Ien 
could  not  possibly  be  raised^  as  that  which  was  not  depredated 
was  of  necessity  insusceptible  of  restoration  in  value,  all  susinmoii 
or  apprehension  of  any  sort  of  re-action  in  the  currency  was  hilled 
to  rest ;  and  the  great  body  of  the  nation  confiding,  I  say,  in  the 
£aith  and  honor  of  Government,  unhesitatingly  invested  their  money 
in  land,  in  manufactures,  in  commerce ;  or  entered  into  engage- 
ments for  the  payment  of  money  by  mortgage,  bond,  settlement, 
or  otherwise,  as  if  no  alteration  in  the  currency  had  ever  taken 
place :  never  once  suspecting,  or  conceiving  it  possible,  that  Go- 
vernment and  the  Legislature,  to.  whom  they  looked  up  as  their 
natural  protectors  against  fraud  and  deception,  would  itself  baiw 
tosnared  them  into  those  fatal  investments,  through  which  they 
now  feel  themselves  defrauded  and  plundered  of  half  their  property, 
by  this  afterclap  of  the  restoration  of  the  currency ;  of  that  very 
currency  which  they  had  the  faith  and  honor  of  Parliament  solemnly 
pledged  for  its  having  suffered  no  depreciation  whatever,  and  which 
could  not  therefore  by  possibility  admit  of  any  restoration  or  aug- 
mentation of  value. 

'  And  what,  let  me  ask,  was  the  purpose  or  intention  of  those 
solemn  Parliamentary  resolutions  ?  what  but  to  induce  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  a  full  belief  and  confidence  in  the  undepreciated  state  of 
the  Bank  paper,  to  encourage  and  entice  the  public  to  lay  out  and 
circulate  their  property  on  the  faith  of  Bank  paper,  with  the  sane 
freedom  and  unreserve  as  if  that  paper  had  continued  ei^chaif  »• 
able,  as  formerly,  for  gold  and  silver  on  demand  i  Having  there- 
fore thus  solemnly,  deliberately,  and  designedly,  guaranteed  the 
undepreciated  character  of  Bank  paper,  and. its  equality  in  ex- 
changeable value  with  gold — they  must  of  necessity  be  conndered 
to  have  equally  guaranteed  its  uhrestorable  quality  ;  otherwise  the 
whole  must  resolve  itself  into  the  most  barefaced  swindling  con- 
spiracy that  ever  disgraced  a  nation.  And  if  Government  wouU 
retain  any  claim  to  consistency,  or  to  public  faith  or  honesty— 
now,  when  their  operations  on  the  currency  have  baffled  all  their 
wisdom  and  foresight,  and  have  turned  out  directly  contrary  in  their 
effects  to  their  anticipations  and  promises,  they  must  bold  them- 
selves responsible  for  the  consequences.  Having  purposely  and 
deliberately  enticed  the  public  to  dispose  of  their  property  on  the 
faith  of  their  guarantee,  they  must  now,  upon  every  pripcipla  of 
common  honesty,  and  common  sense,  consider  themselves  bound 
to  make  good  the  loss.  And  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt,  that  those 
who  have  suffered  through  these  measures  of  Government,  have, 
according  to  the  spirit  and  principle  of  the  Englirti  constitutioi^ 
an  irresistible  claim  in  equity  for  indenwificatiou,  were!  there  ai? 
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court  where  such  an  action  against  Government  could  be  brought. 

A^d  *  who  are  the  sufferers  by  the  measures  in  question  ?  The 
"whole  knded  interest  in  its  largest  sense,  the  whole  kingdom  at 
large ;  the  fundholders,  capitalists,  annuitants,  and  those  who  live 
by  the  taxes,  alone  excepted. 

-  As  an  instance  of  the  ruinous  consequence  to  individuals,  of 
those  fatal  measures,  I  will  cite  the  following  case,  which  is 
only  one  of  many  thousands  of  the  sort.  In  18 IS  a  friend  of  the 
iauthor  purchased  a  landed  estate  for  about  76^0001.,  which  yielded 
at  the  time  nearly  £,500/.  per  annum.  Circumstances  rendered  it 
convenient  for  him  to  retain  nearly  30,000/.  of  the  purchase  money 
on  mortgage  until  he  should  sell  another  estate  in  order  to  pay  it 
off.  Peace  came,  with  no  healing  under  her  wings ;  no  sale  could 
be  i^ffected;  rents  fell,  and  are  now  less  than  1200/.  a  year,  and 
badly  paid,  and  the  estate  would  not  now  be  accepted  for  the 
mortage  :  so  that  40,000/.  is  thus  clearly  carried  off,  through  this 
unexpected  augmentation  of  the  measure  of  value,  which'  was  war- 
ranted by  Government  to  be  impossible.  To  his  confidence  iii 
the  faith  and  honor  of  Government  his  grievous  loss  is  entirely 
owing.  By  Government  he  was  solemnly  assured  that  Bank  paper, 
the  only  currency  and  money  of  account,  had  suffered  no  depre- 
ciation, and  could  of  course  admit  of  no  restoration  or  increase  of 
value ;  and  that  he  might  therefore  invest  his  property  in  land  or 
otherwise  in  perfect  safety  as  to  any  possible  re-action  or  alteration 
in  the  money  of  account.  But  in  spite  of  those  assurances  the  re- 
action has  actually  come ;  the  value  of  the  current  medium  is  aug- 
mented one  half;  the  rent,  and  consequently  the  value  of  his  lands 
are  diminished  one  half,  and  the  real  amount  and  pressure  of  bis 
debt  is  doubled,  through  the  direct  fiat  of  Government,  and  the 
baleful  operation  of  the  paper  money  system. 

Surely  ho  man  in  his  senses  will  deny  the  cruel  and  monstrous 
injustice  which  this  individCial  sustains  through  those  improvident 
measures  of  Govemm^Bl,'ttor  his  claim  in  equity  to  redress  i  Then 
why  not  grant  redress  to  him,  and  to  thousands  in  his  situation  f 
It  is  surely  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  which  inflicted  the  in- 
jury to  redress  it,  and  it  is  as  surely  their  duty  to  do  so ;  and  no 
maudlin  cant  about  faith  to  the  fundholders,  or  practical  difficulty, 
or  lions  in  the  way,  should  be  suffered  to  prevent  this  cardinal  act 
of  justice;  which  in  the  end  too,  would  certainly  prove,  as  justice 
always  does,  to  be  the  best  and  truest  policy.  Trifling  difiiculties 
appear  formidable  only  to  little  minds ;  but  vanish  like  dew  drops 
in  the  sunbeams,  before  the  glance  of  talent  and  virtue. 

Through  the  fatal  measure  of  restriction  of  cash  payments,  and 
its  subsequent  ramifications.  Government  have  unfortunately  brought 
themselves  into  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  is  not  easy  to  escape. 
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They  unguarde^y,  at  the  outseti  pcomised  to  the  monied  iateren 
a  return  to  cash* payments,  by  which  (if  finally  carried  into  e|Eect) 
the  fundholders^  capitalists,  annuitants,  public  fmictionaries,  Slq. 
must  obtain  an  addition  of  nearly  50  peyr  cent  to  their  cespecUv<| 
principal,  interest,  or  salaries,  at  the  cost  of  the  rest  of  th^  natiooi 
and  dhiefly  of  the  landed  interest.  For  this  cmormous  and  noanti- 
cipated  advantage  the  monied  interest  plead  the  faith  of  Parlian 
ment.  But  Government  having  likewise  pledged  the  faith  of  Par^ 
liament  to  the  nation  at  large,  Uiat  no  depreciation  of  biank  pap^ 
had  taken  place,  and  that  of  course  no- restoration  nor  ^ugmeiHt^ 
tion  of  its  then  existing  value  could  possibly  supervene.;  ihey  Wf^\ 
be  heldj  upon  every  principle  of  justice,  honea^,  and  hpooraUft 
feeling,  to  have  equally  pledged  the  faith  and  guarantee  of  ParJiiH 
ment  to  keep  the  nation  harmless  from  the  effect  of  any  subsequent 
alteration  in  the  value  of  that  bank  paper.  The  pkdgQ  Hi  the  one 
case  is  surely  as  good  and, as  binding  as  it  can  be  in  the  othcir )  aod 
if  it  were  absolutely  necessary  that  the  plec^e  should  be  forfeited 
to  one  or  other  of  the  parties  concerned^  there  surely  could  be  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  be  broken  in  preference  to  by  far  ^ 
most  important  of  the  two.  But  to  neither  ought  the  fakh  and  pledgi 
of  Parliament  to  be  broken ;  and  to  neither  need  it  be  broken*  In 
order  to  do  perfect  justice  to  both,  it  is  only  needful  to  CPiBie  to. a 
fair  and  amicable  settlement  of  accounts ;  aidjustii^  the  debt9  an4 
payments  to  what  they  would  have  been  had  no  auspeiisioD  hoc 
restoration  of  cash  payments  ever  taken  place,  and  of  course  na 
alteration  in  value  of  the  current  medium  or  money  of  account.  . 

On  this  principle  of  equitable  adjustment,  it  is  evident  (were  we 
to  take  bullion  as  the  standard  of  comparison)'  that  all  the  present 
taxes  and  payments  ought  to  be  reduced  about  33  per  cent.,  whidi 
would  bring  the  interest  of  the  debt  to  nearly  90  milliona^  md  the 
whole  amount  of  taxation  and  expenditure  to  less  than  40  raUlions 
annually;  independent  of  other  evei^tual  reductions  of  expense, 
which  would  naturally  emanate  from  a  diminished  scale  of  taxatioo* 

In  this,  no  unjust  nor  unfair  advantage  is  taken,  nor  wished  \9 
be  taken,  of  the  f undholder,  capitalist,  or  annuitant ;  it.  is  onlj 
sought  to  bring  them  to  a  fair  reckoning ;  to  obtain  from  them  s 

^  For  reasons  formerly  assigned,  It  is  certaia  that  the  price  of  bullion  does 
not  afford  an  accurate  criterion  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  during 
the  war.  One  of  the  principal  causes  of  depreciation  was  the  excessite 
multiplication  of  all  sorts  of  paper  money,  all  of  which  was  lessened  is 
value,  not  only  because  it  was  not  payable  in  cash,  but  likewise  bec««^e  of 
its  excessive  aDundance.  The  redundant  paper  carried  down  in  its  vortex 
the  gold  alone  with  it ;  so  that  the  real  depreciation  might  fairly  be  stated 
at  not  less  than  50  per  cent.,  instead  of  38.  This  too  was  the  necessary 
effect  of  the  legislative  measares;  and  Government  is  equally  aAsweraws 
for  the  consequences. 
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true  aitd  correct  atatement  of  aceount§,  in  Ite  ^\^et  ti  ohe  tao-- 
tbfiouslj  incorrect  and  ^rtiftl ;  ^ikich,  fo^sM^s  ltd  §1*688  iquistlce^, 
inuBt  of  neceisityj  if  longer  a^tied  upbii,  etisdre  the  total  hliA  of  tte 
trfable  landed  ibtei^est^  atid  of  all  description^  bf  pecsons  whb  fiftv^ 
paytnents  to  make  ^d^  For  the  priesebt  itiiquitous  system  ^ottek 
the  debtor^  whethel'  pbbli^  01*  private,  to  pay>  as  before  i^p^atediy 
•obfeerved)  123|  eHiittd  Of  gold  for  eVery  82^  boHroHved^  o^  jbstiy 
dae^  iticreases  £e  tajce§  froiti  60  btHlioiis  of  jpbttiids  6f  iSs.  ^^^i 
«a^fa^  to  60  millions  of  pounds  Worth  tOi,  eiach  \  aiid  of  cOitM 
exp&ilds  the  60  millions  of  tttsc^  levied  at  pres^^Mt  for  the  ci&rr^ttt 
expenses  of  thd  year,  to  90  millions  value  of  th^  ihbni^y  ih  whitti 
those  testes  vrefe-e  ferliileriy  estimated ;  a  far  gredt^k*  amoiitot  of  t^x^^ 
afioti  dian  Wad  ever  exabte^  in  thci  most  prbsp^itnis  iknd  Wasttiful 
period  of  the  ^^u 

Thbt  it  would  be  grossly  utijbsi,  as  vrell  as  Utterly  ruinoUs  to 
the  landed  interest,  to  reiduce  by  a  deliberate  system  of  Abahci^l 
luiraSi»res,  the  rent  ^nd  pi'oduce  bf  Idnd  to  the  s^k  of  lt93>  ^%At^ 
the  ttix^s  and  iiietmibr^ncbs  affecting  them  were  reduced  ib  equal 
fatid,  is  too  obviobd  to  admit  bf  serious  argument.  To  reduce  th^ 
leois  and  produce  to  the  stslbdard  of  I793>  taxes  abd  chains  re-^ 
toaining  as  at  pretebt^  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  to  rob  th^ 
fiftfmer  of  his  last  rbWainibg  shillibg,  and  to  render  the  estates  eh-^ 
timly  valueless  to  their  owners.  And  if  fundholders,  capitalists^ 
aafiuitants,  fcc.  have  the  fdncy  for  metallic  money  payments^  of 
their  paper  money  debts,  they  must  needs  resolve  to  be  satisfied 
with  k  smaller  interest  and  diminished  salaries. 

It  musty  I  doubt  not^  appear  to  many  persons  a  singular  jpara- 
dox,  that  a  landed  estate  should  become  absolutely  valueless  tb  its 
owner,  that  a  farm  should  be  incapable  of  yielding  any  rent  iX.  all> 
br  that  a  good  farmer  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  losing  money 
i^y  Arming,  bad  he  no  rent  at  all  to  pay,  prices  ahd  outgoings  cob- 
tinuing  as  at  present.  Yet  such,  in  many  cases,  is  the  truth. 
'    Suppose  a  farm  of  ordinary  arable  land,  which  was  wont  tb  yield 
ft  rent  bf  500/.    The  annual  expenses,  including  interest  of  capital 
ftt  10  per  cent,  biay  be  put  at  2,200/.,  and  the  gross  produce, 
%t4ien  reduced  into  wheat  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  more  clear 
and  simple  view  of  the  case,  equal  to  5000  bushels  of  wheat.  When 
wheat  sold  at  ten  shillings  the  bushel,  the  gross  return  of  2,500/. 
Would  just  suffice  to  pay  the  farmer's  way,  together  with  a  mode- 
rate allowance  for  his  time  and  trouble.     But  now,  when  the  pride 
of  wheat  is  reduced  tb  five  shillings  the  bushel,  with  all  other  arti- 
ctes  of  farm  produce  in  the  same  proportion,  while  the  expenses  of 
fkte  farm  are  still  above  1,800/.  or  2000/. ;  it  is  evident  that  his 
gross  produce  of  1,250/.  must  leave  him  a  considerable  Ibse^  by 
his  trade,  had  he  even  not  a  farthing  of  rent  to  pay. 
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..  But  it  will  be  urged — why  continue  9U€b  an .  expensive  mode 
of  farmiog  except  on  the  richest  lands  i  wb j  raise  com  at  all, 
wbicb  requires  a  serious  outlay  i  why  not  lay  such  a  farm  wholly 
down  to  grass  i  If  in  that  state  it  will  not  feed  cattle,  it  will  at 
least  feed  sheep,  or  goats,  or  rabbits,  and  afford  thereby  some  (Hrofit 
#or  Ibe  fanner,  and  rent  for  the  landlord.  Instead  of  30  shilliiigB 
an  acre, it  will  be  worth  10,  or  5f  or  something  at  least*.  But  lack-* 
fMlay-r^while  the  farmer  is  contemplating  his  fields  of  grass,  or  of 
thistles,  the  tax-gatherer  appears  with  his  bill  of  20  or  50/.,  aad 
then  the  parish  overseer  with  his  demand  of  80  or  100/.,  and  then 
the  highway  man,  with  his  composition  of  10  or  20/.,  besides 
church-rates,  county-rates,  and  other  exactions  innumerable;  to  all 
of  which  he  subjects  himself  equally  with  his  crop  of  rabbits,  as  with 
his  crop  of  wheat.  But  the  profits  of  his  sheep,  or  cattle,  or  goats, 
or  rabbits,  will  be  fiir  below  the  sum  total  of  his  rates  and  taxes ; 
and  it  is  impossible  that  any  farm  could  be  carried  on^  or  occupied 
pn  that  system,  without  the  absolute  sacri6ce  of  all  the  tin^  and  the 
money  bestowed  on  it.  What  indeed  can  be  more  truly  absurd  and 
ridiculous,  than  to  suppose,  that  bad  fiu'ming  and  bad  crops  are  to 
accomplish  that,  which  good  farming  and  good  crops  are  incapable 
of  accomplishing  i  The  enigma  depends  upon  that  unnatund  and 
disjointed  state  of  property,  and  of  the  whole  body  politic,  unhappily 
produced  by  the  operation  of  the  funding  system ;  aggravated  as  it 
has  been  in  a  four-fold  degree,  by  the  baleful  stoppage  of  the  Baidf, 
and  its  endless  ramifications  of  mischief ;  the  fraudulent  depreciation 
of  the  current  medium ;  the  enormous  increase  of  debt,  and  taxes, 
and  wages,  and  prices,  arising  out  of  that  depreciation  ;  and  last  of 
all,  the  iniquitous  restoration  of  the  value  of  the  currency,  without  an 
accompanying  adjustment  of  taxes  and  contracts ;  whereby  the4Peal 
amount  of  debts  and  taxes  is  virtually  doubled,  and  the  property  of 
the  monied  interest  doubled  in  value,  while  that  of  the  landed  iu- 
terest  is  diminished  in  proportion. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  comprehend  this  mystery,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  call  to  recollection  the  state  of  the  country  in  1793,  as  to 
the  public  debt  and  taxes.  In  1793  the  whole  amount  of  the 
national  debt  was  233  millions ;  the  interest  of  the  debt  about 
8  millions;  and  the  whole  amount  of  taxation,  including  an 
actual  sinking  fund,  about  16  millions.  The  debt  has  now  in- 
creased to  800  millions,  with  an  interest  of  32  millions,  exclusive 
of  the  sinking  fund ;  and  the  whole  taxation,  afiter  seven  years  of 
peace,  amounts  to  the  incredible  sum  of  60  millions ;  both  debt 
and  taxes  increased  to  four  times  their  amount  in  1793!  And 
when  we  consider  that  the  landed  interest  pays  one  half  of  all  the 
national  taxes  levied  on  the  subject,  besides  the  rates  and  imposts 
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which  fell  exclusively  on  agriculture ;'  it  is  evident,  the  pric^  of 
produce  being  the  same  now  as  iu  1793,  that  four  times  the 
amount  of  taxes  direct  and  indirect,  is  now  exacted  upon  the  same 
Talue  of  property !  Thirty-two  millions  of  Taxes  are  extorted  in 
1822y  from  the  same  value  of  produce  that  eight  millions  only  were 
levied  from  in  1793!  The  taxes  distrained  at  this  moment  from 
agricultural  produce — for  it  is  nothing  less  than  a  virtual  distraint-^ 
amount  to  probably  half  the  value  of  ail  that  grows  through  the 
earth;  instead  of  one*eighth  of  that  value,  as  in  1793.  The  remaining 
half  can  do  no  more  than  afford  a  scanty  subsistence  to  those  en-^ 
gaged  in  the  labors  of  husbandry ;  while  to  the  landlord,  or  even 
to  the  farmer,  nothing  at  all  can  be  left  for  rent  or  profit.  With 
this  view  of  the  case,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  perceive  how  farms, 
"with  the  present  prices,  taxes,  and  out-goings,  can  pay  no  rent,  and 
estates  become  perfecdy  valueless  to  their  owners. 

In  order  the  more  clearly  to  comprehend  the  manner  in  which 
the  national  deb^  and  the  paper  money  system  annihilate  the  value 
of  the  landed  estates  to  their  present  possessors,  let  us  suppose 
that  A  had  an  estate  which  yielded  him  100/.  a  year,  upon  which 
B  had  a  mortgage  of  200/.  with  an  interest  of  10/.  per  annum. '  A 
still  wanting  to  borrow  more  money,  B  proposed  to  furnish  him 
wth  an  annual  loan  of  100/.  at  5  per  cent.  But  A  perceiving  that 
at  this  rate  of  borrowing  he  must  forfeit  his  whole  estate  in  less 
dian  20  years,  becomes  alarmed  for  a  moment  at  his  own  extrava*- 
gance ;  whereupon  B,  in  order  to  quiet  his  fears,  and  to  draw  him 
on,  proposed  to  deal  with  him  in  a  new  sort  of  money,  of  only 
half  the  value  of  the  former,  which  would  advance  the  rent  of  his 
land  to  200/.  a  year,  and  virtually  reduce  the  interest  on  both  the 
past  and  future  loans  to  2^  per  cent.  A>  caught  with  the  lure  of 
high  rents  and  low  interest,  which  seemed  to  remove  the  period 
when  his  estate  must  be  merged  by  borrowing,  from  20  years  to  40 
at  leasts  (during  which  long  interval  the  chapter  of  accidents  might 
turn  up  a  verse  iq  his  favor)  accedes  to  the  proposal. 

By  this  arrangement  B  would  lose  for  a  time  5/.  a  year  of  the 
interest  of  his  original  mortgage  of  2p0/. ;  but  he  would  be  sure 
in  the  end  to  secure  to  himself  the  whole  estate  upoti  easy  terms. 
A,  who  had  conceived  mighty  expectations  from  this  new  financial 
plan,  soon  began  to  perceive  that  the  loan  of  100/.  of  the  new- 

>  Vide  Colqubpun  page  96,  where  the  whole  national  income,  from  zm* 
culture,  manufactures,  trade,  commerce,  foreigi^  and  domestic^  fisberiei, 
banks,  professions,  and  foreign  income,  is  stated  at  430  millions — of  which 
the  agricultural  constitutes  316  millions-^more  than  all  the  rest  together. 
To  the  property  tax  the  land^  interest  paid  a  still  larger  proportion,  viz. 
9  millions  out  of  14* 


9ioney  wa«  fiot^ufficieat  forhift  purposes ;  Umt  Uanly  went  hdf  ttfir 

^a  the  s^Qcieiit  oioney>  and  that  be  mustinfutiife  make  90  annual  bor« 

rowing  of  200/.  instead  of  1002.    It  it  endeilt  tittt  on  thia  phn  Us 

whole  estate  would  only  last  fiotr  SO  yeara  at  fisrtheat ;  sa  tfiat  ha  wai^ia 

no  respect^  on  a  better  footing  with  the  new  moiiej  IfaaB  with  Aa  okL 

This  gives  him  some  uneasiness ;  but  stiU  he  trusta  to  the  chapter  of 

accidents.    Unfortunately  jpor  hun,  however^  B  was  posaaiaad  of  a 

power  which  A  waa  ignorant  of;  the  power  of  akeiiag  the  coHtract ; 

of  alterii^;  the  value  of  the  money,  and  reatoring  the  ancienl  heary 

mon^  iki  place  of  the  recent  clipped  or  adulterated  mottey.    Ac^ 

Qordingly  on  the  tenth  year  of  this  contaract^  when  only  SOOOl..  ef 

this  new-fashioned  money  had  been  borrowed,  which  required  fev 

the  payment  of  its  interest  just  half  the  rent  of  bis  estate,  whioh,  as 

before  observed,  had  of  late  been  doubled,  A  hears  witib  astoniiBbf 

ment  and  despair,  that  he  must  now  repay  the  loans  in  the  ancient 

heavy  money,  while  at  the  same  moment  his  rent  had  SiHeiv  or 

must  inevitably  fall  to  the  original  100/.  per  amium.  But  the  100£. 

he  a^ust  pay  in  interest,  is  now  become  the  whole  inconaa,  and  of 

course  the  whole  value  of  his  estate,  which  he  naw  perceives  is 

wholly  lost ;  clean  carried  off,  in  the  short  space  of  lO  yeara,  in-t 

8tea4  of  20  or  40  years  as  be  was  led  to  believe,  through  the  vil-* 

lainous  and  s[wiadting  opei!ations  of  the  depreciated  mom&j. 

Now  this  is  precisely  the  state  in  which  the  natioa  stands  at  this 
niomeot*  By  the  intervention  of  the  paper  money,  andrnaiuiaa) 
increase  of  rents,  we  were  led  on  to  borrow  twice  as  much  as  a'e 
either  would  or  could  have  done,  had  the  Bank  restricticsi  never 
taken  place ;  and  now,  when  the  depreciated  paper  money  is  re* 
placed,  by  money  of  the  ancient  value,  our  double  anMunt  of  paper 
money  debts  is  all  stamped  kito  sterling;  while  the  incoaK  or 
value  of  our  estates  is  r^uced  to  the  former  standard  of  17ft3<i 
What  is  true  of  one  estate  is  true  of  every  estate.  Tha  exaa^^a 
above  offered  is  a  true  picture  of  all  the  estatea  in  the*  Idogdoin. 
What  then  does  this  amount  to  i  The  appaHiag  -conairtiQii  tM 
th(^  whole  landed  property  of  the  kingdom  is,  thaoosgh  ikp  infernal 
agency  of  the  funding  ^nd  paper  money  aystenji  rendered,  or  will 
sooui  be  rendered^  worth  not  one  shiHmf  t»  ita  ixwnen  i  ite  whole 
value  and  essence,  extracted  by  taxati<M^  and  tfanflforsad  to  tba 
ftmdholders,  the  g«vemasent^  the  poor,  and  the  ehnaeb  ) 
*  The  picture  is  not  overcharged :  would  to  God  I  could  say  it 
were.  P^trimonialf  estates  wholl;|runtncun\bered  may,  fbr  a  time,  re- 
tain a  pbrtion  of  value ;  a  third  or  a  fourth  perhaps  of  their  vahie  in 
1793;  hul  estSites  recency  purchased,  or  estates  burdened  to  any 
extent  with  mortgages,  settlements,  orother'idettmfaiBBces,  widiout 
an  immediate  change  of  system,  are  inevitably  lost  t0  their  present 
owners. 


S7}  present  National  Distress.  507 

f  Sucb  are  the  effects  of  the  paper  money  systom,  begun  by  tbe 
stoppage  of  tbe  Bank,  and  consummated  by  Mr*  Peel's  bill :  and 
liistoiy  may  be  ransacked  ia  vain  for  any  revolution  id  property  at 
all  approaching  in  magnitude  or  universality  to  this.  The  most 
barbarous  conquest  of  Goth,  or  Turk,  or  Norman^  in  extent  of 
confis<»tion|  smks,  M^ben  compared  to  this,  into  nothing.  And 
when  time  has  laid  the  passions  and  prejudices,  and  conflicting 
interests  of  the  present  actors  of  this  mighty  drama^  with  their 
bodies  in  the  grave,  the  future  generation  will  .view  with  astonish- 
nient  the  financial  career  of  the  last  twenty  years :  will  view  that 
minister  who  devised  the  Bank  Restriction  Act — whatever  in  other 
f  espects  his  merits  or  talents  may  have  be^i,  as  a  man  who,  by  this 
one  act,  inflicted  on  his  country  a  deadlier  wound  dian  any  maii 
that  ever  lived. 

I  anoi  willing  to  allow  that  it  is  both  fair  and  reasonable  that  the 
landholdars  riiould  have  forfeited  a  certain  portion  of  their  property 
ia  the  prosecution  of  the  late  expensive  warfare ;  a  certain  slice  of 
their  estates  must  be  considered  as  virtually  pared  oSj  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  fundholders,  as  their  quota  of  the  war  charge,  incur* 
red  for  the  protection,  we  must  suppose,  of  their  remaining  pro* 
perty.  But  why  shoidd  this  rule  apply  to  them  alone  f  Was  no 
other  description  of  persons  or  property  protected  at  their  expense? 
J^id  the  fundholders  want  no  protection  ?  Did  the  annuitant,  the 
capitalist,  the  public  functionary,  want  none  f  Yes — and  a  great 
deal  more  too,  than  the  landholder*— ^Ae»>  property  being  in  itM 
nature  more  vulnerable,  and  less  enduring  midst  political  storms 
and  earthquakes  than  his.  Then  why  should  those  classes  of  per- 
sons be  exempted  from  their  share  in  th^  cost  of  their  own  protec- 
tion i  Why  should  they  not  give  up  a  part  of  their  capital,  or  of 
their  interest,  dividends^  pay,  or  salaries,  for  the  benefit  of  that 
protection,  as  well  as  the  landlords?  Why  should  the  landlords 
mid  those  connected  with  them  pay  the  whole?  for  it  comes  to 
diat.  The  landed  interest,  who  are  losing  their  all  by  the  restora- 
tion of  the  currency,  may  be  justly  said  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
debt,  contracted  chiefly  for  the  preservation  of  those  very  fund- 
holders,  capitalists,  &c.  who  Actually  pay  nothing  towards  it;,  and 
who  by  virtue  of  thsit  protection  through  the  forfeiture  of  the 
landed  interest,  may  be  truly  said  to  have  come  out  of  the  struggle 
for  existence  not  only  without  loss,  but  in  many  cases  with  a  clear 
addition  of  100  per  cent,  to  their  capital,  and  nearly  50  per  cent*  to 
their  efficient  income :  constituting  a  bonus  or  free  gift  to  the  fund- 
holders  over  and  above  their  just  claim,  equal  to  ten  millions  per 
annum — with  a  similar  advantage  to  the  other  monied  classes,  with- 
out any  claim  or  pretence  to  it  whatever.  Why  this  monstrous  in- 
justice should  be  wittmgly  inflicted  on  the  nation ;  or  why  it  shouM 
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bt  endured,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture :  an  injury  which  cries 
aloud  for  redress;. and  which  must  be  redressed,  before  the  present 
overwhelming  national  distress  can  be  expected  to  subside  into 
quiet  and  prosperity. 

It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known  nor  considered,  although  deser- 
ving of  the  most  seriqus  attention,  that  the  injury  done  to  the  par* 
chasers  of  land  and  others,  by  the  restoration  of  the  currency,  is 
vastly  greater  than  that  which  was  done  to  the  ftmdholders,  capir 
talists,  or  annuitants,  by  its  depreciation ;  as  was  lately  well  illustrated 
)>y  that  most  respectable  and  enl^htened  senator  and  patriot,  Mr. 
llVestern*  Suppose  a  person,  at  the  period  of  the  Bank  restrictioa 
acts,  possessed  of  an  income  of  2,000/.  a  year,  arising  from  the 
funds  or  otherwise,  burdened  with  a  debt  or  payment  of  1,000/.  a 
year,  and  leaving  him  a  clear  income  of  IfiOOL  .  Suppose  that 
through  the  Bank  restriction  acts  or  other  operations  of  govern- 
ment, the  value  of  the  current  medium  were  reduced  50  per  cent. ; 
bis  gross  income  would  of  course  be  reduced  in  real  and  intrinsic 
value  to  1,000/.,  although  sUU  denominated  2,000/.  His  neat  in-p 
come  would  likewise  be  diminished  in  the  same  proportion;  but  not 
annihilated,  nor  wholly  absorbed  by  the  claim  of  his  creditor,  as  his^ 
debt  of  1,000/.  a  year  would,  fortunately  for  him,  be  reduced  in 
equal  ratio :  so  that  he  would  now  have  to  pay  only  500/.  of  real 
metallic  value,  and  would  still  retain  for  himself  a  clear  500/.  of  real 
pioney  out  of  his  former  1,000/.;  a  serious  loss  indeed,  but  vastly 
better  than  the  loss  of  all.  Suppose  again  a  recent  purchaser  of 
land  (a  purchaser  on  the  faith  of  solemn  acts  and  resolutions  of 
Parliament  as  to  the  undepreciated,  and  of  course  unrestorable, 
condition  of  Bank  paper),  with  2,000/.  a  year  of  rent,  but  burdened 
with  a  mortgage  of  20^000/.,  and  an  interest  of  1,000/.  per  annum, 
leaving  him,  as  in  the  former  case,  a  clear  income  of  1,000/.  If 
now  the  value  of  the  current  medium  were  augmented  one  half,  .it 
is  evident  that  the  produce  of  his  land,  and  of  course  his  rent,  must 
necessarily  fall  one  half  in  value,  and  numerical  amount.  But  how 
differently  circumstanced  this  man  would  be  from  the  fundholder 
or  annuitant,  in  the  former  case,  who,,  by  the  reduction  of  the  cur- 
rency to  half  its  former  value,  sustained  a  loss  of  half  his  income 
only,  while  the  unfortunate  landholder  would  lose  the  whole  of  his! 
And  for  this  obvious  reason ;  his  debt,  instead  of  diminishing  as  in 
the  former  case,  pari  passu  with  tlie  fundholder's  interest,  would 
augment  in  an  inverse  ratio  with  the  reduction  of  the  landholder's 
rent;  forcing  him  to  pay  to  his  mortgagee  1,000/.  of  real  sterling 
money,  instead  of  1,000/.  of  depreciated  paper  currency  (equal  in 
value  only  to  500  real  metallic  pounds),  which  would  of  course  ab- 
sorb every  farthing  of  bis  income,  an(jl  turn  him  out  to  starve.  The 
purchaser  of  land,  in  suph  a  case,  saves  no  wreck  nor  remnant  of 
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bin  property  as  tbe  fundholder  did ;  but  forfeits  all  to  his  creditori; 
whose  mortgage  or  claim  on  him  is  doubled  io  value  through  this 
accursed  juggle  of  the  currency^  equally  revolting  to  common  sense^ 
and  inconsistent  with  every  sentiment  of  right  and  wrong* 

And  here  I  would  observe,  that  although  the  proprietors  of  an- 
cient patrimonial  estates  appear,  on  a  superficial  view,  to  stand  on  a 
different  footing  in  this  respect,  from  the  recent  purchasers  of  land; 
yet  tbe  difference  is  only  apparent  and  not  real.  The  ancient  pro- 
prietor may  indeed  have  profited  more  or  less  by  the  rise  of  rents 
and  prices,  which  the  other  has  not  done ;  and  in  proportion  as  his 
rents  may  have  risen  above  the  standard  of  1793,  he  will  be  the 
better  able  to  sustain  the  return  to  that  standard ;  although  vastly 
different  will  his  condition  be  from  what  it  was  in  1793.  His  taxes, 
as  before  observed,  are  tripled;  his  servants'  wages,  his  tradesmen's 
bills,  and  the  whole  expense  of  his  establishment,  are  at  least  dbu-^ 
bled  in  amount.  Were  he  to  live  on  the  same  scale  as  in  1793, 
his  expenditure  must  be  twice  as  great ;  so  that  with  the  same 
rental,  he  is  not  half  the  man  he  was  in  1793.  He  may  not,  like 
the  recent  purchaser,  lose  his  all,  by  the  resumption  of  cash  pay- 
ments;  but  he  loses  more  tlian  he  ought  to  lose;  be  forfeits  a  larger 
portion  of  his  property  to  the  public  and  private  creditor,  and  to 
Government,  than  is  justly  due  to  either :  whereby  he  loses  his  re- 
lative place  and  station  in  society ;  for  the  preservation  of  which 
he  has  a  claim  on  Government  as  just  and  equitable,  as  the  money- 
lender has  for  the  preservation  of  his  stock  or  dividends ; — and 
surely  a  much  juster  claim  than  he  can  pretend  to  have,  for  the 
fortuitous  and  artificial  increase  in  the  value  of  his  capital  or  divi- 
dends, which  has  been  thrust  on  him  by  the  changes  in  the  curren- 
cy. For  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the  existing  taxes  and  imposts 
which  affect  in  a  thousand  ways  the  value  of  the  landholder's  pro- 
perty, and  diminish  the  command  of  necessaries  or  of  luxuries 
which  that  property  afforded  to  him  and  his  ancestors,  were  imposed 
or  proportioned,  according  to  the  temporary,  and  in  a  great  measure 
nominaly  augmentation,  in  tbe  rental  of  his  lands.  If,  therefore, 
those  taxes  and  imposts,  proportioned  as  they  were  to  the  high 
rents,  are  continued  after  the  rents  and  produce  have  been  beateQ 
down,  through  the  resumption  of  cash  payments,  to  the  scale  of 
1793,  when  taxes  were  only  one-fourth  of  their  present  amount ; 
it  must  be,  although  I  am  truly  loth  to  say  so — nothing  less  than  a 
barefaced  confiscation  of  so  much  of  his  property,  through  the 
practically  fraudulent  (1  do  not  say  intentionally  fraudulent)  opera- 
tions of  that  Government,  which  is  bound  to  protect  him  from  fraud 
and  injustice. 

If  justice,  therefore,  is  ever  again  to  be,  in  this  land  of  our  fathers, 
^s\y  thing  but  an  empty  name— let  justice  be  done  to  every  clas9 
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alike!  Let  the  augmented  burden  cease  with  the  augmented  rent: 
otherwise  the  man  of  patrimonial  estate^  as  well  as  the  recent  pur- 
chaser of  land,  is  shamefully  jocke^ed>  outwitted^  and  plundered  of 
the  largest  share  of  his  property,  comforts,  and  place  in  soeietf : 
which  property,  taken  dius  unjustly^from  the  lawful  owner^  is  as 
oDJustly  bestowed  on  the  ?arious  monied  classes,  who  haTe  no  ra* 
tional  claim  to  it;  who  rise  by  the  landholder's  depression,  and 
grow  rich  uponhis  spoil.  If  one  class  of  society  bieis  a  right  to 
justice  and  redress,  has  not  every  class  i  If  faith  is  to  be  kept  with 
the  fnndholder,  is  it  to  be  broken  to  the  landholder  and  the  nation? 
If  tlie  fundholder  has  a  legal  claim  to  payment  in  cash,  baa  not  Ae 
landholder  an  equitable  claim  against  paying  in  unadulterated  coin, 
what  waa  lent  in  depreciated  paper;  which  doubles  the  wdght  of 
his  taxes,  and  the  claims  of  his  creditors,  and  transfers  to  them  his 
estate  without  purchase,  or  at  least  without  value  received  i  Has 
be  not  a  right  of  fair  adjustment,  according  to  the  altered  value  of 
the  money  of  account;  a  right,  in  short,  to  be  preserved  unhurt  by 
tfie  operation  of  those  measures  of  Government,  undertaken,  as  they 
doubtless  were,  for  the  general  safety — and  to  be  restored  to  the 
condition  in  which  be  would  now  have  stood,  had  those  measures 
of  go^mment  never  taken  place  ?  For  it  is  ft^om  those  calamitous 
measures,  the  suspension  and  resumption  of  cash  payments,  that 
Inmost  all  those  m^faty  evils  flow.  Ruinous  in-  their  beginning  and 
in  their  ending,  to-  all  but  the  Bank  and  fundholders,  who  were 
th^^y  saved  from  certain  ruin ;  ruinous  through  the  depredation 
of  the  currency,  and  tenfold  more  ruinous  throngh  its  restoration. 
And  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  plea  of  state-necessity  in  jus- 
tification of  the  fraud  originally  committed  on  annnitants,  creditors, 
'and  capitalist,  by  the  suspension  of  cash  payments,  »id  depreda'* 
tiouof  the  currency,  there  was  nothing  could  possibly  justify  the 
repetition  of  so  much  fraod,  and  mischief,  and  misery^  by  its  resto- 
ration* Here,  there  was  no  plea  of  stale-necessity,  no  threat  of  in- 
vasion, no  enemy  at  the  gate^  no  subsidy  to  ofier,  no  army  abroad; 
nothing  but  mere  financial  etiquette,  a  wanton  lust  of  experiment, 
goaded  on,  perhaps,  by  the  Itnctfol  theories  of  some  not  onintier- 
ested  speculators^  iu  defiance  of  the  plainest  evidence  of  facts,  Ae 
growing  difficulties  ot  the  country,  and  the  strong  remdnstmice^  of 
the  most  respectable  and  experienced  practical  men.  To  ground 
the  resumption  of  cash  payments  on  a  plea  or  system  of  redress,  at 
this  late  hour  of  the  day,  to  the  original  sufierers  by  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency,  is  not  less  absurd  in  principle,  than  if  has  been  mis- 
chievouain  praotiee.  For,  under  pi^tence  of  iddeixmifying  a  tew  en- 
cieut  holders  of  stock  for  injuries  sustuned  nearly  thirty  years  ago, 
ao  unmerited  largess  is  bestowed  on  the  whole  body  o#  ftmdholdm, 
three-fourths  of  whom  were  net  then  in  ^xistenee;  as  wdl  as  on  sll 
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odier  creditors^  annuitants^  wA  capitalists,  who.  havq  no  pretence 
Mfhatever  to  luch  reckless  munificence,  at  the  cost  and  to  the  ipe«it«» 
bla  ruin  of  the  landed  interest,  and  to  the  grievous  detriment  of  the 
Ration  allarge, whose  taxes  and  imposts,  although  the  same  innoniJ- 
iia/aniottnt,ajrethereby  nearly  doubled  in  rea/ amount  and  pressure. 
.   By  recurring  thus  often  to  tb^  subject  of  the  depreciated  currency 
in  consequence  of  the  Bank  restriction  measures,  I  fear  I  must 
appear  intolerably  tautologous  and  tedious :  but  it  is  so  vitally 
necessary  to  the  just  comprehension  of  this<all4mportant.subjecty 
diat  the  existence  of  the  depreciation  through  those  measures,  and 
its  effects  upon  the  various  classes  of  persotia  and  property,  should 
be  fuUy  and  clearly  demonstrated  and  understood  th^  ^  must  sub* 
mit  tct  any  censure,  rather  than  leave  the  question  uBder  the  smallest 
uncertainty.  For  there  are  even  now,  I  greatly  fear,  some  who,af ter  all 
we  have  seen  and  suffered,  continue  still  to  labor  under  the  old  de- 
lusion ;  who  still  indulge  the  singular  fancy,  that  the  grievous  agri- 
euhuval  distress  under  which  the  country  has  labored  so  long^  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  favorite  transition  from  war  to  peace,  although 
a&ven  years  have  elapsed  since  the  war  was  concluded*  With  men  so 
^liiute  of  perception,  or  of  reasoning  powers,  it  would  be  vain  to 
struggle.  1  would,  however,  beg  to  ask,  how  upon  their  principles 
it  can  be  accounted  for,  that  never  on  the  termination  of  any  former 
war  was  the  country  visited  witb  such  a  formidable  and  permanent 
calaBBUty.     In  the  American  war,  we  had  all  the  world  to  contend 
with,,  were  reduced  to  a  slate  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  danger, 
and  were  in  the  result  eminently  unsuccessful — exactly  the  reverse 
€if  our  recent  contest ;  yet  nothing  in  any  degree  comparable  to  our 
present  disasters  ensued.  Neither  the  price  of  produce  nor  the  rent  of 
land,  was  preterpaturally  enhanced  during  the  contest,  nor  essen- 
tially and  permanently  depressed  upon  its  conclusion.    Some  fluc- 
tuation there  no  doubt  was,  and  must  have  been ;  but  nothing  like 
the  fluctuation  in  rents  and  prices  of  fifty  or  sixty  percent^  which 
we  have  lately  witnessed.    The  reason  plainly  is-— 4n  farmer  wars 
there  was  no  stoppage  of  the  Bank— hiq  paper  money  inconvertible 
into  gold — no  law  for  making  a  bit  of  papev  and  a  shilling  equal 
to  a  guinea,  as  money  of  account — in  short,  no  depreciation  of  the 
current  medium,  and  of  course  no,  subsequent  restoration  or  aug- 
mentation of  its  value.  The  transition  from  war  to<  peace  was  soon 
effected— and  the-  injuiy  arising  from  that  transition  was  compam- 
livcly  triffitif  and  soon  forgeilten^     But  here  it  is  altogether  the  re- 
vetse,  and  well  it.  may ;  for  the  transition  fcornvwir  to  peace  brought 
along  with  it  die  tmnsitidni  kota  m  depreciated  paper  currency  to 
one  o£  full  value ;  whereby  tfae  price  ol  produce,  and  the  rent  of 
kuMi,  are  lessened  one-half,  while  ail  taxes,  debts,,  and  engagements 
fos  money,  ar^  douUed  in  real  amounts 
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Tbat^e  real  natiit'e  and  tenfdencj  of  the  measures  so  Often 
liUuded  to  respecting  the  currency  have^  till  of  late,  been  very  sen* 
ierally  misunderstood^  both  by  the  GoTemment  and  the  public,  1  am 
fuHy  convinced.    That  they  have  been  so  long  persisted  in  is  matter 
of  deep  regret ;  although  not  the  slightest  suspicion  can  exist,  that 
Government,  with  their  impressions  of  the  subject^  have  been  actu- 
ated by  any  but  the  best  and  most  patriotic  intentions.     But  now, 
ivhen  the  gross  injustice  and  ruinous  effects  of  restoring  the  ancient 
money  standard  are  universally  seen  and  felt  and  acknowledged, 
why  continue  to  persist  in  the  mischievous  project,  which  could  not 
he  carried  into  effect  without  consequences  which  it  is  appalling  to 
think  of?    Why  be  bound  by  error  and  misconception,  when  their 
sources  are  discovered  i    Why  pursue  with  our  eyes  open,  a  path 
which  leads  to  destruction  i    Neither  individual  nor  nation  can  be 
bound  to  commit  suicide :  but  the  measure  of  cash  payments  with- 
out a  corresponding  adjustment  of  debts  and  taxes — the  measure  of 
paying  in  gold  what  was  borrowed  in  paper,  whereby  all  burdens 
whether  public  or  private  are  nearly  doubled  in  real  amount  and 
pressure — would,  were  it  possible  to  carry  it  into  execution^  prove 
a  perfiect^eZo  de  5€,  which  no  Fundholder  has  a  right  to  demand, 
and  which  no  government  could  be  justified  in  conceding. 
-    When  they  talk  of  the  injustice,  the  difficulty,  and  the  endless 
confusion  which  would  now  ensue  from  the  repeal  of  Mr.  Peel's 
bin,  or  the  equitable  modification  of  debts  and  taxes  according  to 
the  former  depreciation  of  the  current  medium,  let  them  think  of 
the  injustice,  and  infinitely  greater  mischief  already  done,  by  the 
plan  for  the  restoration  of  cash  payments ;  which,  if  longer  persisted 
m,  must  continue  daily  to  increase,  until  the  whole  landed  property 
in  the  kingdom  is  wrested  from  its  present  owners,  aiid  the  existing 
fabric  of  society  torn  up  by  the  roots!  Talk  of  justice,  indeed! 
and  national  faith,  and  honor !     Let  justice  look  both  ways!  Jus- 
tice is  due  to  the  debtor  as  well  as  to  the  creditor;  national  faith 
is  due  to  the  landlord  as  well  as  to  thefundlord ;  and  national  honor 
can  never  be  tarnished  by  the  measures  which  are  necessary  to  res-* 
cue  the  nation  from  the  improvidence  of  its  rulers,  or  the  cupidi^ 
of  its  creditors. 

It  has  ever  been  held  an  axiom  in  jurisprudence,  that  the  welfare 
of  the  state  is  paramount  to  every  other  law  or  duty.  Salus  rei- 
publica,  suprema  lex.  This  indeed  yras  offered  as  the  justification 
of  that  great  and  first  invasion  of  the  rights  of  property  by  the 
Bank  Restriction  Act,  and  the  release  bestowed  on  the  copartners 
of  that  trading  company  from  their  obligations  to  their  creditors; 
and  if  that  violation  of  faith  was  justifiable  on  the  plea  of  state-ne- 
cessity in  1 797, 1  am  not  aware  of  any  thing  that  could  rekider  it  less 
justifiable  in  182S.  The  external  enemy  is  not  indeed  at  the  gate; 
but  an  internal  and  more  mortal  enemy  is  tearing  our  vitals. 
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In  the  ordinary  dealings  of  mankind,  if  a  thing  tUrn  oiit  onirial 
the  reverse  of  what  it  was  promised  to  be,  if  the  goods  prove  un* 
answerable  to  the  sample,  the  bargain  ia  void ;  and  it  never  was 
considered  any  breacb  of  honor,  or  justice,  or  fair  dealing,  to  dis- 
solve a  contract  founded  on  their  falsely  represented  properties* 
And  since  the  stoppage  of  the  Bank  has  been  found  to  lead  to  what 
was  neither  intended  nor  expected^  the  depreciation  of  the  money 
of  account  to  nearly  50  per  cent.,  which  by  necessary  consequences 
speedily  led  to  a  proportionable  increase  in  the  numerical  account  of 
taxes,  wages,  prices,  and  engagements  for  money ;  and  since  the 
subsequent  restoration  of  the  value  of  that  depreciated  money,  has 
of  necessity  the  effect  of  doubling  all  the  taxes,  rates,  annuities,  pay^ 
salaries,  debts,  and  contracts,  in  real  amount  and  pressure,  although 
still  remaining  expressed  in  the  same  figures  as  before  that  restora-^ 
tion ;  it  is  surely  contrary  to. every  principle  of  reaspn,  justice,  and 
common  sense,  that  the  result  of  that  measure,  founded  as  it  was  in 
error  and  misconception,  and  turniog  out  the  reverse  of  what  it 
promised  to  be,  should  be  considered  binding  and  irrevocable ;  in- 
volving, as  it  does,  the  absolute  confiscation  of  half  the  landed  pro« 
perty  in  the  kingdom^  the  ruin  of  all  who  have  contracts  to  make 
good,  and  the  grievous  injury  of  the  nation  at  large.  Had  the  de?- 
preciation  of  the  currency  been  effected,  as  in  all  former  times,  by 
the  adulteration  or  clipping  of  the  coin,  there  would  have  been  no 
difficulty  in  perceiving  the  fraud,  nor  any  hesitation  in  any  man's 
miod,  as  to  the  practical  iniquity  of  the  measures  in  question.  JBnt 
the  effect  is  practically  the  same,  whether  the  depreciation  is  pro- 
duced by  debasing  the. coin,  or  debasing  the  paper;  reducing  the 
metallic  currency  by  a  mixture  of  alloy,  or  the  paper  currency  by 
rendering  it  no  longer  convertible  into  coin  as  heretofore,  at  the 
will  of  the  holder ;  releasing  the  issuers  of  the  paper  firom  their  ob- 
ligation to  pay  it,  and  thereby  prompting  theuEi  to  the  indefinite  and 
excessive  multiplication  of  that. inconvertible  paper  money. 

It  is  truly  lamentable  to  reflect  on  the  calamitous  result  of  that 
fatal  nieasure,  which,  in  order  to  save  the  Bank,  in  ]  797^  a  few 
millions  in  the  purchase  of  bullion  for  the  payment  of  their  just 
debts,  has  proved  the  means  of  augmenting  the  national  debt 
and  taxes  to  double  the  amount  they  could  otherwise  have  reached ; 
entailing  on  the  nation  a  debt  of  300  millions  beyond  what  was 
really  borrowed,  and  a  taxation  of  30  millions  per  annum  beyond 
what  was  at  the  moment  contemplated  or  intended ;  besides  the 
incalculable  devastation  committed  on  the  Whole  landed  interest, 
and  the  innumerable  individuals  who  have  engagements  to  fulfil; 
If  the  Bank  was  really  so  sound  and  stable  as  was  given  out  at  the 
time,  a  few  millions  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  gold  at  its  then 
market  price  in  bank  paper — a  few  millions  sacrifiged  for  the  payr 
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meat  of  their  debts,  a  gacrifice  whick  it  WM  sititdy  tlniir  dtitt  to 
nmke^'-would,  together  with  a  temporary  diinitiutioEi  ifi  their  di8<- 
cotmts,  have  sufficed  to  restore  their  pristine  credit.  And  if  it  were 
alleged  that  the  sudden  contraction  of  discounts  would  hiive 
proved  eminently  hurtitit  to  the  commercial  interests  and  the  public 
service — ^to  that  I  reply:  if  the  nation  has  profited  by  that  bold  and 
ttidieard  of  financial  measure  for  supporting  the  credit  of  the  Bank 
and  of  the  Funds,  let  the  stupendous  loss  arising  from  that  mea^ 
$ure  be  sustained  by  those  classes'  and  interests  wbi^h  have  more 
immediately  profited  by  the  measure ;  or  at  least  by  the  nation  at 
hnrge,  and  not  b^  the  agricultural  class  alone,  in  defiance  of  every 
principle  of  eqnity,  of  moral  rectitude^  and  cf  true  policy.  And 
what  obiection,  let  me  ask,  can  be  urged  against  a  measure  so 
veasonable  in  its  nature,  and  so  perfectly  consistent  with  justice 
and  fair  dealing  f  I  am  aware  of  none.  There  was  a  time,  iHore- 
over,  when  Government  and  f  undholders  were  not  So  scrupulous ;  a 
time  when  it  was  held  hit  and  equitable  to  exact  a  tax  of  10  per 
eent.  on  funded  and  monied  property,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
in  their  own  protection.  If  fair  and  equitable  then,  what  can  pre^ 
▼ent  it  from  being  so  now,  when  the  general  distress  aiid  danger 
are  in  reality  four-fold  more  urgent  i  nothing,  surely*  And  as  to 
proportionment  of  burden — were  a  tax  of  three  times  10  per  cedt. 
kivied  at  present  on  the  interest  of  all  such  property,  it  would  still 
be  greatly  undertaxed,  when  compared  with  land  and  its  produce^ 
on  which  such  numerous  and  multiform  exactions  are  imposed. 
Let  the  Bank  people  and  other  fundholders  only  consider  the  con- 
dition in  which  they  must  now  have  stood,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
interposition  of  the  restrictive  measures  in  their  favof.  Let  them 
only  ask  themselves  what  in  all  human  probability  would  now  hav6 
been  the  price  of  their  stock  had  Mr.  Pitt  allowed  the  run  upon 
them  to  continue  for  one  other  day — when  an  absolnte  failure,  a 
real  and  unequivocal  bankruptcy,  must  inevitably  have  ensued. 
Would  it  have  been,  as  now,  245/.,  and  80/.  per  ccDt.  i  O !  no— 
no! — with  the  Bank  the  Funds  must  have  perished,  or  degenerate)^ 
into  American  state  paper,  or  French  Assignats— ^^fcarcely  worth 
the  paper  on  which  they  were  inscribed.  And  will  Ibis  considera^- 
tion  stand  for  nothing  in  the  minds  of  ministers  and  monied  men? 
In  those  transactions  respecting  the  currency  which  have  led  and 
are  leading  to  such  extensive  and  unparalleled  confiscation  of  proper- 
ty, I  freely  exonerate  the  great  body  of  fundholders  and  ttionied  mcfn 
from  every  reproach  or  suspicion  of  original  fraudulent  intention  or 
sinister  motive.  The  fundholders  in  the  beginning,  it  ia  perfectly 
certain,  had  not  only  no  intention,  thrdugh  the  Batik  Restriction 
'Acts,  of  confiscating  the  landed  property,  and  transferring  it  (6 
themselves ;  but  were  actually,  for  a  great  length  df  tifin^,  perfect^ 
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unaware  that  wy  tucb  confiscation  or  transfer  could  possibly 
arise  from  such  a  cause.  But,  although  they  stand  fulljr  exculpated 
from  any,  design  to  circumvent  the  landed  interest  and  defraud  them 
of  their  ^states — although  the  riches  which  has  lately  showered 
upon  them  through  the  changes  in  the  currency^  was  by  them 
wholly  unanticipated  and  unsought;  yet  now^  when  the  real  state 
of  this  mysterious  case  is  fairly  come  to  light,  and  it  is  clear  and 
indisputable  that  they,  through  those  shiftings  of  the  currency^ 
have  actually  obtained  possession  of  enormous  property,  to  which 
they  have  no  just  nor  equitable  cIaim-*-when  this,  I  say,  is  now 
demonstrably  evident,  it  will  be  no  longer  just,  equitable,  or  in  any 
point  of  view  excusable  in  the  funded  and  monied  interest,  or  the 
numerous,  classes  who  subsist  by  the  produce  of  the  taxes,  to  dec 
sire  or  endeavour  to  retain  and  appropriate,  that  which  is  evidently 
not  their  own;  ,whicb  came  to  them  fortuitously,  and  for  which 
they  gave  no  yalue  nor  equivalent.  A  roan  finds  my  watch,  or  it 
is  by  some  chance  or  other  thrust  into  his  pocket:  his  character 
may  screen  him  from  the  charge  or  suspicion  ef  theft;  but  if  he 
refuses  to  deliver  up  the  watch,  on  pretence  that  he  found  it,  and 
has  therefore  a  right  to  keep  it,  his  conduct,  although  not  absdute 
theft  or  robbery,  would  surely  be  con^dered  as  very  unbecomii^ 
and  equivocal. 

That  the  fundhoMers  will  of  their  own  free-rwill  be  brought  to 
view  tiiis  matter  in  its  proper  light,  or  that  ministers  will  as  yet 
abandon  their  habitual  leaning  to  the  monied  interest,  it  might  be 
hazardous  to  say.  But  a  ray  of  light  begins  to  break  in  from 
another  quarter,  which  may  yet  brighten  into  day.  The  landed  inn 
terest,  and  the  nation  at  large,  begin  at  length  to  (q)en  their  eyes  tc^ 
the  real  state  of  the  case  ;  begin  at  length  to  perceive  the  grand  and 
fatal  source  from  whence  their  unexampled  and  hitherto  incompre- 
hensible sufferings  sprii^ — to  see  the  .delusion  which  has  been  prap- 
tised  upon  them,  or  rather  which  they  have  practised  on  themselves>;; 
to  see  the  total  min  which  awaits  Aem  through  the  jockeyship  o4^ 
events,  and  from  which  they  have  no  possible  escape,  but  by 
a  total  change  of  system.  It  is  scarcely  to  be  expected — tame 
and  euduring  as  they  are — that  they  will  sit  for  ever  motionless  aail 
mute,  under  such  manifold  and  galling  injustice  aud  oppression^ 
although  originally  unintentional  on  the  pact  of  their  rulers :  end 
it  is  surely  an  object  worthy  of  the  gravest  consideration  of  Govern*- 
ment,  whether  it  be  wise  and  prudent  to  suffer  this  great  and  im*- 
portent  order  in  the  state  to  be  driven  to  desperation.  Men  deprived 
of  their  all  through  the  measures  of  their  Government,  cannot  be 
expected  to  continue  so  affectionately  attached  to  that  Government 
as  if  they  had.  received  from  it  that  protection  and  even-handed 
justice  which  they  consider  as.  their  birthright.     It  is,  to  say  .the 
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least  of  it,  a  trial  of  their  loyalty  and  patriotisftn^  wbieh  do  wise 
statesman  would  wantonly  hazard. 

If>  however,  it  is  still  determined  to  play  this  desperate  game  to 
the  last;  to  trust  as  heretofore  to  the  chapter  of  accidents  for  deli- 
verance>  and  obstinately  refuse  to  enter  upon  the  great  measure  of 
equitable  arrangement  in  some  shape  or  other;  why  not  tell  the  landed 
interest  fairly  and  manfully^  that  their  doom  is  sealed  i  '^  True,  yod 
have  stood  by  us  in  the  hour  of  cause,  you  have  freely  and  zealously 
supported  all  our  measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  monied  inte- 
rest^ the  national  credit,  the  Bank,  and  the  Funds,  which  must  other- 
wise have  gone  to  wreck.  But  although  in  this  generous  struggle 
for  tbe  preservation  of  your  neighbours'  property,  you  have  already 
lost  three-fourths  of  your  own,  and  must  soon  forfeit  the  whole, 
and  to  those  very  neighbours  too — it  matters  not ;  your  assistance 
b  no  longer  wanted,  and  the  Jews  and  loanmongers  who  get  your 
estates,  will  answer  our  purpose  full  as  well.  True,  you  have  been 
most  unjustly  and  ungratefully  dealt  by — outwitted  and  plundered 
of  your  last  acre,  as  if  by  magic.  But  it  is  past — and  there  is  no 
help  for  it.  Perish  you  must — that  is  certain;  and  since  it  must 
be  so — it  will  be  obliging  in  you  to  perish  quietly.  Like  fools  you 
have  lived— ^it  now  remains  for  you  to  die  like  cowards."  Surely 
His  Majesty's  ministers  would  not  wittingly  thus  turn  round  upon 
tkeir  ancient  friends  and  firmest  supporters.  Yet  to  persist  in  the 
present  negative  plan,  without  even  an  attempt  to  save  them  in 
their  perishing  condition,  is  virtually  to'  do  so. 

To  conclude — let  it  not  be  pretended  by  Jew  or  hireling,  that 
the  sentiments  here  expressed,  that  the  natural  and  legitimate  efforts 
of  the  landed  interest  to  procure  for  themselves  that  justice  and 
protection  which  the  course  of  events  has  rendered  imperative,  are 
in  any  respect  an  affair  of  party,  or  in  any  way  mixed  up  with  tbe 
political  squabbles  of  the  day.  These  struggles  for  existence  have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  struggles  of  party ;  have  no  reference 
whatever,  to  who  is  in  place,  or  who  would  be  in  place.  It  is  an 
effort  merely  to  save  themselves,  if  possible,  from  the  destruction 
which  yawns  upon  them.  The  landed  interest  are  well  known  to 
have  long  and  steadily  adhered  to  the  present  administration;  and 
to  be  ever,  from  principle,  inclined  to  support  His  Majesty's 
Government,  let  who  will  be  at  the  helm ;  and  weighty  indeed 
must  the  reasons  be,  which  can  induce  them  to  deviate  from  their 
natural  bias — and  great  the  sacrifices  they  would  not  make,  rather 
than  turn  their  backs  upon  their  early  friends  and  wonted  asso- 
ciates. Great  and  unparalleled  sacrifices  they  have  already  made ; 
but  that  they  should  sit  for  ever  in  silent  apathy — while  their  last 
acre  is  melted  down  in  the  financial  crucible,  and  quietly  trans- 
ferred to  those  very  men  they  have  so  lately  saved  from  absolute 
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bankruptcy  and  ruin,  is  rather  too  much  for  any  ministry  to  expect 
of  their  adherents ;  except,  indeed,  such  as  are  actually  dependant 
on  them  for  place  or  emolument,  to  themselves  or  families,  in  pos- 
session or  expectancy.  It  is  one  thing  to  bear,  with  resignation, 
privations  and  sacrifices  which  are  unavoidable  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  national  independence ;  and  quite  another  thing  to  submit, 
with  stupid  indifference,  to  flagrant  abuse  or  gross  injustice, 
whether  originating  in  unavoidable  causes,  or  the  negligence  or  ig- 
norance of  those  intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  national 
affairs.  To  pretend  to  associate  those  necessary  endeavours  for 
self-preservation,  that  first  and  strongest  law  of  nature,  with  any 
spirit  or  principle  of  disloyalty  to  His  Majesty's  person  or  Govern- 
ment, were  still  more  absurd  and  puerile.  The  loyalty  of  the  land- 
lords and  yeomanry  of  England,  those  hereditary  champions  and 
bulwarks  of  royalty,  is  not  to  be  brought  in  question  by  those,  who 
through  their  measures  and  policy — have  not  only  brought  them  to 
ruin,  but  have  profited  so  largely  by  their  misfortunes. 
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WhY)  or  by  what  means^  1  find  myself  **  nor  man  nor  spirit/ 
are  yet  concealed  from  my  knowledge.  I  perceive  the  forms  both 
of  the  dead  and  the  living ;  but  both  alike  appear  unconscious  of 
'my  approach.  I  enter  the  palace^  the  council^  the  senate ;  I  find 
myself  replaced ;  yet  remember  not  my  disgrace.  I  wish  to  regain 
my  home,  but,  restrained  by  a  superior  power,  I  am  for  the 
attempt  confined  to  a  narrow*  cell,  which  seems  as  if  it  were 
a  tomb.  Among  the  living  I  ask  myself^  '  Am  I  dead  ?'— <)f  the 
dead  I  enquire,  (but  they  answer  not,)  *Am  I  not  alive  ?' 

The  Fates  are  still  spinning  the  thread  of  my  natural  existence; 
and  in  this  intermediate  state  of  suspended  animation  and  unen- 
joyed  immortality,  it  is  permitted  to  me  to  feel  and  be  actuated  by 
that  zealous  and  ardent  anxiety  for  the  best  interests  of  my  country, 
the  overpowering  weight  of  which  has  mystified  my  mortal  frame. 
Still  it  is  permitted  to  me,  to  feel  a  proud  satisfaction  at  the  glory 
of  the  British  Empire,  and  to  anticipate  a  continuance  of  its  great- 
ness, founded,  as  it  is,  upon  a  basis  of  noble,  disinterested,  and  in- 
telligent principles  of  government  and  policy.  It  is  still  permitted 
to  me  to  watch  the  tree  which  is  planted  by  the  water-side,  and 
which  bringeth  forth  fruit  abundantly. 

I  cannot  but  speak  of  the  Minister  whom  I  perceive  sitting  in 
my  official  chair — of  him,  who  was  once  my  political  rival,  and  is 
now  my  unenvied  successor. 

He  is  a  statesman  of  brilliant  imagination,  of  commanding  elo- 
quence ;  and  of  such  enlarged  views,  that  bis  chief  difficulty  will 
be  to  confine  his  orbit  to  the  more  secure  range  of  practicability. 
His  connections  are  commercial — his  views  will  be  commercial ; 
but  he  will  find  his  way  smoothed,  and  his  task  lightened,  by  the 
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previous  labors  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and  now  that  the  balance 
of  Europe  is  poised,  he  may  enter  into  commercial  treaties.  But 
the  principles  of  free  trade,  which  are  daily  and  generally  gaining 
ground,  will  render  -such  treaties  (which,  after  all,  are  but  ^'  uncer- 
tain special  contracts,")  of  less  importance  than  formerly.  If  it 
be  necessary  further  to  pourtray  the  character  of,  and  more  deci- 
dedly to  explain  what  may  be  expected  from^  one  who,  leaning 
upon  the  present  Cabinet,  holds  a  net  as  it  were  towards  its  op- 
ponents ;  I  shall  do  it  by  comparing  him  with  his  colleague  in 
office,  the  Home  Secretary  of  State ;  of  whom  (if  I  may  indulge 
in  a  pun)  I  would  assert,  that  his  claims  upon  public  'confidence 
are  indeed  of  a  sterling  nature.  Of  these  two  responsible  Minis- 
ters 1  would  say — that  what  the  one  undertakes  he  will  execute 
brilliantly  ;  what  duties  fall  to  the  share  of  the  other  will  be  per- 
formed steadily,  consiistently,  and  conscientiously.  The  one. is 
more  of  a  philosopher,  and  less  of  a  religionist;  the  other  is  a  re- 
ligionist, with  enough  of  philosophy  about  him  to  answer  every 
useful  purpose.  The  effect  of  the  administration  of  the  one  would 
be  splendid,  but  possibly  transient ;  that  of  the  other  modest  and 
lasting :— -the  one  would  aim  at  great  results;  the  other  perform 
every  possible  practicability*  The  marked  and  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristics of  each,  in  the  same  Cabinet,  can  hardly  fail  to  produce 
great  national  advantages ;  and  I  cannot  but  pause  to  observe,  how 
complimentary  it  is  to  the  democratic  influence  of  the  nation,  that 
two  such  men  should,  by  the  force  of  talent  alone,  arrive  at  such 
hi^h  posts  of  official  responsibility. 

I  propose,  rather,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  princi- 
ples which  are  productive  of  results,  than  to  the  results  themselves. 
If  the  one  are  soundly  bottomed,  partial  evils  do  not  disprove  their 
excellence  ;  and,  in  such  case,  it  is  much  more  noble  to  stand  by 
a  sound  principle,  and  bear  its  adverse  changes,  than,  yielding  to  a 
temporary  evil,  to  be  guilty  of  a  dereliction  from  it. 

In  our  financial  concerns,  that  primary  and  wholesome  principle 
is  — '*  Public  Faith  to  the  National  Creditor."  His 
money  supported  us  through  a  fearful  contest  to  a  brilliant  peace ; 
and  having  profited  by  his  purse  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  he  to  be 
robbed  as  an  equipoise  to  partial  embarrassment  i  In  our  internal 
policy,  the  clashing  of  mutual  interests  should  be  softened  by  a 
spirit  of  conciliation.  '*  Public  faith  inviolate,"  and  ^*  conciliation 
in  our  political  disputes'' — are  the  two  main  principles  Upon  which 
we  may  safely  rely  for  the  duration  and  enjoyment  of  peace,  and 
yet  preserve  a  fearlessness  of  war. 

Elefore  I  proceed  to  offer  some  remarks  upon  the  leading  topics 
likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Parliament,  I  cannot  but  observe 
upon  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  *'  Administration  of  the  Affairs  of  Great 
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Britain."  (The  term  "  Great  Britain"  mi^t,  I  should  think,  be 
well  superseded,  on  proper  occasions^  by  the  more  commanding 
style  of  ^^  British  Empire.") 

1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  semi-official  announcements  are 
often  dangerous^  at  most  times  impolitic,  and  always  open  to  sos- 
picion^  If  they  are  intended  to  usher  in  ministerial  statements,  or 
projected  measures,  they  afford  timely  means  and  notice  to  all 
w4)o  are  interested  in  thwarting  tbem^  or  creating  a  prejudice  in  the 
public  opinion  against  them ;  they  also  detract  mucn  from  the 
effect  of  the  responsible  statements,  which,  to  be  made  effectively 
and  commandingly,  can  only  be  suitably  announced  in  the  Houses 
of  Parliament.  Besides,  they  are  not  tangible.  If  erroneous,  they 
are  disavowed,  or  left  in  a  state  of  doubt  as  to  their  presumed  cha^^ 
acter ;  and  thus  the  Government  has  two  moulb-pieces ;  one  of 
official  responsibility,  and  one  of  an  experimental  convenience.  1' 
would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  there  are  no  occasions  in 
which  it  might  not  be  advantageous  and  convenient  to  collect,  or. 
try  public  opinion  through  the  press,  by  a  channel  which  can  trace 
itself  back  to  the  official  executive :  tliere  may  be  many  such  occa- 
sions ;  but  on  so  high  and  important  a  topic  as  ''  the  Administni* 
tion  of  the  Affairs  of  Great  Britain,"  (than  which  none  can  be 
higher  or  more  important,)  such  a  feeler  as  the  one  I  am  alluding 
to,  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  government. .  Many  matters 
therein  treated,  to  be  relied  on,  should  be,  and  ought  to  be  only, 
from  an  official  source ;  all  other  mode  of  communication  is  spec- 
ulative ;  and  I  am  certain,  that  is  the  least  characteristic  of  the 
Cabinet  of  which  my  mortal  part  once  formed  a  portion. 

But  what  shall  I  say  of  a  publication,  which  (if  not  presump- 
tuously assuming  a  character  of  semi-official  rank,)  certainly  does 
contain  a  few  data  which  could  only  be  obtained  through  responsi* 
ble  official  channels;  if  I  can  show  errors  in  it,  striking  at  the  root  of 
all  the  late  financial  measures  i  But  it  is  not  merely  error  of  which 
I  complain,  but  of  omission  also.  A  general  statement  of  the 
principles  and  plans  of  an  administration  should  comprehend,  every 
branch  entrusted  to  its  protection  and  vigilance.  How  comes  it, 
then,  that  the  paramount  interest  of  the  country,  that  of  Agriculture, 
is  only  glanced  at,  with  a  half-significant  hint  that  Commerce  is 
thriving  upon  its  distress,  for  which  no  means  of  alleviation  can  be 
devised  i 

The  error  to  which  I  allude  (an  error  in  itself  sufficently  alarming 
to  destroy  the  whole  character  of  the  publication)  is,  its  explanation 
of  the  purposes  of  the  New  Sinkijig  Fimd. 

Now,  unless  I  have  misunderstood  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament,  and  all  the  financial  system  of  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  £xchequer^ I. should  assert^T— that  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
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five  millions^  to  arise  from  a  surpltis  of  revenue,  was  to  be  under 
all  circumstances  most  religiously  preserved ;  and^  consequently , 
that  in  default  of  any  branch  of  revenue^  or  of  partial  defalcation; 
such  deficiency  should  either  be  made  good,  not  by  loan,  but  by 
taxation,  or  a  temporary  issue  of  Exchequer  bills.  Else,  what  was 
termed  the  principle  of  a  real  Sinking  Fund  would  be  again  viola* 
ted,  and  what  was  paid  into  one  hand  would  be  expended  with  the 
other ;  and  thus  the  second  attempt  at  a  real  Sinking  Fund  would 
fail,  as  did  the  first. 

If  I  at  all  understood  the  principle  upon  which  a  small  but  stea- 
dy Sinking  Fund  was  voted  by  Parliament,  it  was — tbM  though 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  proportionate  annihilation  of 
the  public  debt  in  forty-five  years,  yet,  that  still  it  being  an  actual 
and  real  surplus,  though  small,  it  kept  alive  this  constant  truism—- 
'^  The  public  debt  is  decreasing.'' 

If  I  comprehended  the  full  extent  to  which  this  principle  of  a 
moderate  Sinking  Fund  was  to  be  carried,  it  was — that  even  in  the 
event  of  a  war,  the  annual  surplus  of  five  millions  was  to  be  pre- 
served, whatever  might  be  the  necessary  amount  of  taxation  for  die 
conduct  of  such  war.  I  looked  to  the  wholesome  and  moderate 
principle  of  this  actual  surplus  of  five  millions,  as  in  time  forming 
a  capital,  of  which  the  dividends  should  of  themselves  furnish  a 
surplus,  and  render  no  longer^  any  annual  grant  necessary  for 
such  purpose.    ' 

If  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  a  mea- 
sure, which  checked  all  inclination  to  dishonor  the  public  faith,  and 
defraud  the  funded  creditor,  it  was — that  in  a  period  of  about  fif- 
teen years,  the  income  of  the  annual  excess  of  five  millions  above 
the  expenditure  for  that  period,  would  (acting  at  compound  inte- 
rest) create  a  perpetual  Sinking  Fund,  requiring  no  longer  to  be 
fed  by  an  annual  grant. 

I  may  be  allowed,  therefore,  to  express  my  satisfaction  upon 
reading  the  following  passage  at  page  17: — '^  It  was,  therefore, 
under  this  experience  of  the  present,  and  this  just  apprehension  for 
the  future,  (an  apprehension  too  justly  verified)  that  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  adopted  what .  may  be  regarded  as  bis  new 
system  of  finance,  namely — To  meet  the  expenditure  of  the  year  by 
the  actual  money  income,  without  the  aid  of  loans  and  new  taxes  ; 
but  to  maintain  the  Sinking  Fund  at  Jive  millions,  and  with  that 
amount  increased  by  gradual  reductions  in  the  expenditure,  and  by 
the  progressive  productiveness  in  the  sources  of  revenue,  to  operate* 
from  time  to  time  in  the  money  market,  in  buying  up,  exchanging,' 
and  reducing  the  public  stocks,  so  as  to  reduce  the  capital  debtfrom 
a  higher  to  a  If noer  denomination,  • 

^Mn  order  to  execute  this  syae^iH' in  its  detail,'it  became  the  daily 
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object  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  ^ve  a  constant  atten- 
tion to  the  following  main  points :  first^  to  the  maintenance,  <U  alt 
events,  of  the  Sinking  Fund  at  five  millions." 

The  authors  go  on  to  enumerate  other  points ;  but  so  far  so 
good ;  and  the  preceding  quotations  bear  out  all  the  view^  in  which 
I  had  ministerially  considered  the  measure.  But  judge  of  my  sur- 
prise on  reading,  at  page  24,  the  following  further  commeats  upon 
Mr.  Vansittart's  financial  measures :  — 

"  But  we  live  in  times  in  which  every  thing  is  again  to  be  called 
into  contest  and  dispute.  Accordingly,  a  class  of  writers  has 
arisen,  which  now  denies  altogether,  for  the  first  time,  the  utility 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  holds  it  forth  as  a  financial  delusion 
upon  the  Parliament  and  country.  Perhaps  in  this  case,  as  in  most 
others,  the  controversy  has  been  produced  by  the  opposite  parties 
affixing  different  significations  to  the  terms.  The  objections, 
therefore,  may  be  best  answered  by  setting  down  in  clear  and  brief 
words  what  his  Majesty's  Ministers  regard  to  be  the  true  nature 
and  use  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

^'  Briefly,  therefore,  they  consider  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  emi- 
nently useful  in  the  following  three  points  of  view  :-^ 

''  1.  As  a  surplus,  for  giving  to  his  Majesty^s  Ministers  (through 
the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  ]pebt)  a  due 
weight  and  control  in  the  money  market,  and  more  particularly  for 
upholding  the  credit  of  Government  under  any  casual  deficiency 
of  the  revenue,  arising  from  the  fluctuation  in  the  produce  of  the 
taxes. 

.  '^  2.  As  a  fund,  to  be  employed  according  to  the  occasions  of 
the  money  market,  and  especially  in  reducing  the  Interest  of  the 
National  Debt  to  the  common  level  of  a  three  per  cent,  stock. 

''  3.  As  an  accumulation  of  treasure,  and  of  disposable  income, 
for  any  emergency  of  the  state." 

Now,  I  cannot  conceive  a  greater  confusion  of  explanation  than 
the  quoted  paragraphs  evince.  First  we  are  told — diat  his  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  determined,  as  part  of  their  system  of  fiaance,  to 
maintain,  at  all  events,  a  Sinking  Fund  of  five  millions :  and  when 
the  same  parties  proceed  to  explain  what  his  Majesty's  Ministers  re- 
gard to  be  '^  the  true  nature  and  use  of  the  Sinking  Fund,''  they  give 
us  three  reasons ;  two  very  indistinct,  and  liable  to  various  construc- 
tion ;  and  the  third  quite  distinct,  and ,  which  cannot  be  miscon* 
strued  ;  namely— that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  aC" 
cumulation  of  treasure,  and  of  disposable  income, for  any  emergency 
of  the  state. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  Parliament  is  to  allow  this  freedom 
with  the  Sinking  Fund ;  but  if  this  is  its  real  nature,  and  is  to 
be  its  possible  use;  all  I  can  say  is— that  this  new  Sinking  Fund, 
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arisiag  out  of  a  surplus  of  revenue,  aiifl  fed  by  no  new  iinpo^ition 
of  taxes,  isi  instead  of  being  (as  it  was  intended)  the  soundest,  best,; 
and  most  honorable  principle  in  our  system  of  finance,  nothing  but 
a  farce. 

The  old  Sinking  Fund,  when  its  income  was  equalled  by  a  fresh 
accumulation  of  debt^  ceased  to  be  a  Sinking  Fund,  because  it  be-f 
came  balapced  by  a  new  (iebt.  The  old  Sinking  Fund,  in  ijiift 
case,  was  eventually  made  a  disposable  income,  and  is  at  this  moH 
ment  part  of  the  ways  and  means .  apphcable  to  the  pufilic  expen- 
diture ;  and  much  as  it  has  been  cried  down,  and  its :  principle, 
abused,  yet  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  &t  this  mon>ent  its  in* 
come  supplies  the  place  of  what  mu^t  otherwise  have  been  made  up 
oftases:  and  it  has  crept  upon  us  (^s.it  were)  into  an  important 
purpose,  without  our  feeling  the  weight  of  its  oi:iginal  creation. 

I  cannot  believe,  |  dp  not,  I  will  not  believe,  that  the  Writers, 
of  this  semi-official  pamphlet  havp  (he  authority  of  the  higher  pow- 
ers, for  this  explanation  of  the  nature,  and  use  of  the  Sinking  Fuud,> 
voted  by  Parliament,  and  created  in  its  last  Session.  If  such  be 
in  reality  its  nature  and  use ;  then  did  I,  in  suppoifting  it,,  support 
that  which  I  did  not  undersold,  and  have  been  guilty  involuntarily,^ 
and  unconsciously,,  of  a  deception  upon  the  country. 

But  though  I  point  out  this  third  reason  as  one  subversive  of 
every  purpose  of  a  real  Sinking  Fund,  and  (as  I  think)  of  the  one 
alluded  to ;  yet.  the  first  and  second  reasons  are  not  exactly  such  asi 
I  should  presume  would  be  the  true  interpretation  of  (3i9vemment.; 
for  the  first  reason  seems  also  to  imply  **  a  power  of  conversion  from, 
its  use  as  a  Sinking  Fund,  to  become  a  stop-gap  in  any  deficiency 
of  the  revenue."  If  the  parties  had  s^id  'Vtbat  the  regulated  pur- 
chases  made  in  the  stock  market  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Sipk- 
ing  Fund,  introduced  a  considerable  amount  of  bondfde  transac- 
tions, and,  to  an  extent  sufficient  for  the  sppport  of  public  credit, 
created  a  salef,  and  a  dems^nd  for  national  securities  at  all  times,  and 
under  all  political  circumstances ;"  I  think  such  a  reason  would 
have  been  much  more  likely  to  be  truly  ministerial,  than  tlie  one 
which  states  the  purpose  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  the  means  of 
upholding  the  credit  of  Government  under  any  casual  deficiency  of 
the  revenue. 

Then,  as  to  the  second  reason — that  it  is  a  fund  to  be  employed 
according  to  the  occasions  of  the  market,  and  especially  i/i  redfici;ig 
the  interest  of  the  National  Debt — it  does  appear  to  me,  that  an 
occasional  or  accidental  is  a  speculative  exercise  of  the  powers 
confided  with  the  Commissioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt ;  and  tends  rather  to  make  them  great  jobbers  in  the 
Funds,  than  steady  supporters  of  them  at  specified  and  regulated 
periods^  wheti  the  hplders  can  always  be  certain  of  a  customer ; 
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and  it  is  rather  disparaging  the  real  purpose  of  the  Sinking  Fand^' 
and  creating  a  very  unfair  and  prejudicial  opinion  as  to  its  true  use 
and  purpose,  to  couple  its  execution  with  a  future  intention  to  di«' 
minish  the  stock-holder's  income.  For,  though  the  operation  of  a 
bon&Jide  Sinking  Fund  must  inevitably  tend  to  raise  the  value  of 
the  remaining  stock,  and  decrease  the  rate  of  interest;  (inasmuch 
as  the  money  produce  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  be  so  much  capi- 
tal seeking  a  new  investment ;)  still  it  is  a  very  different  argument 
to  call  that  "  the  object,"  which,  in  reality,  is  "  the  unavoidal>IeT^ 
suit/'  In  the  one  case,  the  measure  may  be  looked  upon  as 
obnoxious ;  but  arising  from  true  and  correct  financial  calculation 
or  system,  it  may  be  considered  a  public  benefit  realized. 

There  are  some  few  itiinor  errors  in  this  £xpose,  .which,  in  an 
official  pamphlet,  would  be  inexcusable,  and  almost  fatal ;  par- 
ticularly in  calculating  the  proportion  which  the  reduction  of 
taxation  bears  to  the  yearly  estimate,  which  the  denii-officials 
call  one-sixth,  or  sixteen  per  cent. ;  but  they  commit  an  error 
in  taking  as  a  deduction  the  whole  of  the  dead  charge,  or  war 
pensions,  amounting  to  five  millions;  whereas,  they  should  take 
credit  only  for  £,200,000/.,  as  Government  contract  to  pay  a  pen- 
sion of  2,800,000/.,  the  remaining  balance  of  the  five  millions. 
The  ratio  of  diminution  is  twelve  and  a  half' per  cent. 

Acceding  as  I  do  to  many  of  the  general  principles  of  the  state- 
ment, yet  1  could^not  refrain  from  pointing  out  this  vital  error,  or,  if 
not  an  e'rror,  this  misconception  of  the  nature  and  use  of  the  present 
Sinking  Fund ;  which,  if  admitted,  goes  to  the  complete  Subversion 
of  the  measures  determined  upon  during  the  last  Session  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  and  the  solidity  of  our  financial  system: 
and  I  the  more  earnestly  deprecate  and  point  out  this  objectionable 
part ;  because  the  same  writers,  at  page  3d,  repeat  again  their  des- 
tructive doctrine.  They  say,  '*  the  capital  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is, 
in  fact,  a  mass  of  treasure  always  at  the  call  of  Government  upon 
real  or  distressing  emergencies.  In  this  point  of  view,  it  puts  the 
Minister  above  the  condition  of  lying  at  the  mercy  of  the  money 
market,  when  any  great  crisis,  such  as  a  sudden  foreign  war,  or 
other  events  more  easily  to  be  conceived  than  decorously  mentioned, 
shall  require  a  prompt  application  of  vast  resources  and  consequent 
expense." 

Now,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  the  whole  and  sole  object 
in  the  creation  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund  of  five  millions,  was — to 
operate  slowly  and  steadily  and  uninterruptedly  a  bona  fide  reduc* 
tion  of  the  National  Debt,  and  with  no  view  to  its  future  applica- 
tion as  a  war  fund. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  observations  I  have  made,  bear  me 
out  in  the  position  I  laid  down,  ^'  that  semi-official  announcements 
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are  often  daogerous,  at  most  times  impolitic,  and  always  open  to 
suspicion :"  and  I  do  the  more  press  the  rejection  of  these  erro- 
neous conclusions  of  this  pamphlet ;  because  I  am  certain,  that  if 
any  thing  tended  to  cheer  up  the  Agricultural  Interest^  under  their 
ten^porary  embarrassment ;  it  was  the  fact,  that  a  real  Sinking 
Fund  should  be  constituted  out  of  the  surplus  revenue ;  not  merely 
without  the  creation  of  new  taxes,  but  in  the  face  of  a  great  reduc- 
tion of  taxation.  The  capability  to  do  this  astonished  the  country 
gentlemen ;  and  upon  such  a  foundation,  promising  a  low  rate  of 
interest,  by  which  the  weight  of  t^eir  incumbrances  and  mortgages 
might  be  reduced,  (for  the  redemption  of  stock  must  naturally  rest 
in  landed  securities,)  they  laid  their  hopes  of  better  days.  But  if 
they  are  now  to  be  told,  that  even  the  newly-constituted  Sinking 
Fund  is  to  be  appropriated  on  the  first  great  emergency  which  may 
occur,  (when  it  would,  by  such  misapplication,  cease  to  be  a  Sink- 
ing Fund,  and  become  a  War  Fund,)  then,  I  contend,  that  they 
are  deceived,  and  their  hopes  destroyed.  Nor  can  I  conceive,  at 
this  present  moment,  so  destructive,  so  mischievous,  and  so  false 
a  financial  averment,  as  ''  that  the  last  Sinking  Fund  is,  in  fact,  but 
a  mass  of  treasure  always  at  the  call  of  Government  upon  real  or 
distressing  emergencies." 

If  the  pamphlet  alluded  to  be  really  a  demi-official  bratling,  1 
do  hope  and  trust,  that  Ministers  in  their  places,  and  my  Right 
Honorable  and  sterling  friend  Peel  in  particular,  will  scout  the 
insinuation  of  an  intention  to  convert  the  security  of  the  Fundhold* 
er,  into  an  easy  means  of  breaking  out  into  another  war.  I  con- 
tend that  the  Sinking  Fund  is  virtually  the  property  of  the  Fund- 
holder  ;  for  in  his  loan  it  is  contracted  to  him,  that  there  shall  be 
a  redemption  of  bis  stock  ;  and  how,  without  an  adequate  reserve^ 
can  such  redemption  take  place  i 

Of  the  influence  of  a  Sinking  Fund  upon  landed  property,  I 
shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  remark.  I  therefore  conclude 
this  part  of  my  subject  with  declaring — ^^  1.  That  the  New  Sink- 
ing Fund  must,  under  all  circumstances^  be  fed  annually  by  Go- 
vernment with  five  millions ;  till  the  capital  so  contributed  shall 
afford  dividends  equal  to  the  same  amount. — 2.  That  to  do  this, 
the  expenses  of  any  future  war  must  be  paid  within  its  duration.— 
Or,  3.  an  addition  be  made  to  the  existing  Sinking  Fund  equal  to 
the  liquidation  of  any  new  debt ;  to  be  maintained  upon  the  same 
inviolable  footing." 

Thus  will  the  principle  of  ultimate  extinction  be  preserved^. 
under  all  circumstances ;  and  the  national  credit  be  placed  on  an . 
unimpeachable  basis. 

I  am  anxious  upon  this  point.  Let  me,  therefore,  (that  I  may 
not  be  misunderstood)  be  rather  thought  prolix,  than  fail  in  making 
an  impression. 


528  Opinions  as  to  the .  [10 

'  I  conceive  thiit  the  New  Sinking  Fund^  to  die  annual  extent  of 
five  millions^  is  to  be  considered  unalienable  to  any  other  than  its 
original  purpose^  under  all  ciraimstances  whether  of  war  or  peace. 

That  when  its  dividends  amount  to  five  millions^  which  will  be 
^rhen  the  capital  has  accumulated  to  1 70  millions  ;  then^  and  not 
till  then^  the  annual  surplus  of  taxation  maj  be  given  up,  and  taxes 
to  that  amount  be  relinquished ;  and  as  every  purpose  of  public 
confidence  and  national  credit  will  be  sanctioned  by  a  bond  Jidt 
contribution  of  five  millions  annually  and  unalienably;  so,  during 
its  operation,  it  would  be  much  more  encouraging  and  gracious  to 
give  up  in  taxation  all  ftirther  surplus  of  revenue ;  and  that  such 
will  arise  I  have  no  doubt. 

The  practical  result  of  such  plan  would  be  this.  Supposii^ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  speak,  what  a  volume  of 
meaning  and  satisfaction  would  not  be  contained  in  the  following 
short  declaration : — 

Gentlemen — *'  This  year,  after  the  Annual  Sinking  Fund  is  pro- 
vided for,  I  can,  from  a  surplus  of  revenue,  remit  five  shilluigs  in 
the  pound  upon  the  assessed  taxes ;  so  that  fifteen  shillings  in  the 
pound  on  the  last  year's  amount  need  only  be  collected ;  and  1 
trust,  that  a  continued  surplus  of  revenue  beyond  expenditure,  will 
prevent  my  calling  upon  the  country,  at  any  future  time,  for  its  full 
amount.  I  do  not  mean.  Gentlemen,  that  the  five  shillings  in  the 
pound  are  merely  suspended — they  are  this  year  absolutely  abated 
and  expunged  from  the  Annual  Estimate." 

Tims  the  unalienable  Sinking  Fund  of  five  millions,  coupled 
with  an  occasional  remission  of  assessment,  would  form  a  new  era  in 
finance ;  and  a  most  gracious  and  conciliatory  system  of  taxation.  It 
would  come  home  to  the  bosom  of  every  family :  it  would  be  under- 
stood, be  felt  by,  and  be  participated  in  by  all  housekeepers. 

I  may  not  here  misplace  some  passing  observations  upon  the 
subject  of  the  National  Debt,  in  answer  to  those  who  rashly,  and 
in  my  mind  most  ignorantly,  advocate  its  sudden  redemption  in 
part,  or  its  partial  annihilation.  I  cannot  but  congratulate  the 
country  on  the  late  financial  measures,  which  appear  to  have  swept 
away,  as  so  many  cobwebs,  the  various  plans  for  robbing  the  pub- 
lic creditor;  because  his  property  was  public. 

I  pass  by  with  unfeigned  contempt,  the  projects  for  scattering 
bundles  of  forged  Bank  notes,  andj  other  violent  attacks  upon  the 
principal  or  dividend  of  the  national  creditor ;  such  could  only 
have  originated  with,  and  have  been  entertained  by  persons  pos- 
sessed of  no  property.  But  now  and  then,  propositions  apparently 
conscientious,  for  the  equitable  reduction  of  the  debt  by  payment 
to  the  public  creditor,  (with  the  exception  only  of  such  part  as 
would  fall  to  his  own  share  of  liquidation)  have  been  suggested. 
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The  fairest  and  most  plausible  was — a  propdsition  for  liquidating 
500  millions  of  the  debt^  and  9Q  millions  of  income,  by  an  assess** 
ment.  of  15  per  cent  upon  all  property — of  which  125  would  be 
furnished  by  the  fundbolder,  and  375  by  the  remaining  properties 
of  the  kingdom.  Without  stopping  to  consider  what  a  mass  of 
confusion  and  depreciation,  the  transfer  of  so  immense  a  sum  from 
lands,  houses,  goods,  chattels,  and  implements,  into  money  or 
securities,  would  occasion ;  it  may  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  to 
observe,  that  the  whole  transaction .  would  resolve  itself  into  th^ 
simple  purchase  of  29  millions  of  taxation,  at  a  rate  of  about  six 
per  cent.  Now,  at  all .  events,  some  benefits  should  accrue  to 
those  thus  redeeming  the  load  of  their  taxation;  and  I  ihink^ 
men  of  business  would  hardly  be  found  willing  to  sink  500  millions 
to  redeem  an  annuity  of  QQ  millions  at  such  rate; ;  when,  at  a  mo4 
derate  scale  of  profit,  they  may  expect  tea  per  cent.,, (being  50 
millions;)  and  thus  gain  a  surplus  of  21  millions  beyond  such 
amount  of  taxation  ;  and  also  retain  their  capital  for  the  purpose 
of  a  succeeding  operation. 

As  I  never  met  with  any  nearer  approach  than  this  to  a  fairness 
of  principle,  I  need  not  remark  upon  any  others  less  honest.  The 
one  alluded  to  is  conclusive  against  the  measure  as  one  of  profit ; 
and  may  satisfy  those,  who  think  to  relieve  themselves  en  masses 
from  the  pressure,  of  a  heavy  National  Debt. 

1  can  hardly  be  expected  to  enter  into  long  and  tedious  details 
of  calculation ;  but  1  would  make  on^  short  and  treniendou$  sum? 
mary,  as  being  one  of  a  comparative  nature ;  and  which  may 
serve  to  open  the  eyes  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  and  enable  thepi 
to  know  what  Great  Britain  (that  snug  little  {sland)  is  composed  of, 

I  submit  then,  tbat  the  capital  of  the  British  Empire  in  all  \t$ 
mighty  interests,  cannot  be  estimated  at  a  much  less  sum  than 
four  thousand  millions ;  and  that  the  productive  annual  value  of 
such  capital,  is  not  estimated  at  less  thpn  nine  hundred  millions* 
Thus  her  debt,  as  compared  to  her  capital,  is  as  1  to  5 ;  as  com- 
pared with  her  annually. created  property,  as  &  to  9  i  but  the  interest 
of  her  debt,  and  amount  of  her  taxation  as  compared  with  the  in* 
come  of  her  industry,  is  as  I  to  15 — being  not  quite  7  per  cent. 

This  statement  is  correct,  as  far  as  calculsitions  of  such  magni- 
tude and  of  such  infinite  detail  can  admit  of;  .and.m^y  9erve  to 
giye  my  countrymen  some  insight  into  the  greatness  of  their  trans- 
actions, and  at  least  make  th^m  ashamed  of  talking  of,  or  listening 
to,  any  plan  of  National  Bankruptcy. 

The  effipqt  of  a  breach  of  faith  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  no  mor 
ment  to  spme  men,  and  to  some  understandings;  yet  what  con- 
sternation in  the  money  market  has  not  so  trifling  a  transaction  as 
the  Columbian  Loan  created^  when  it  was  suspected  to  be  un^utbp-; 
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med,  or  doubtful  of  ratification  ?  Compare  this  (a  mere  bubble  to 
the  ocean^  in  reference  to  the  debt  of  Great  Britain)  with  the  effect 
of  a  breach  of  faith  by  the  British  Empire.  Were  the  sea  which 
surrounds  us  to  swallow  us  up,  it  would  scarcely  produce  a  more 
electric  effect  through  created  nature^  than  in  the  commercial  world 
would  a  stain  upon  the  credit  of  Great  Britain !  For  great  as  is 
her  debt,  yet  it  is  rendered,  by  the  pursuits  of  trade  and  facility  of 
conversion,  a  mass  of  capital  so  constantly  changing  hands,  that  it 
may  be  fieurly  said  to  be  "  a  mint  of  ready  coin/' 

The  eyes  of  the  world  are  upon  England,  steadily,  and  eagerly, 
and  anxiously,  and  enviously  looking  at  the  financial  situation  of 
her,  who  in  the  hour  of  danger  was  fearless ;  in  the  moment  of 
victory,  disinterested ;  and  who,  in  an  unnatural  state  of  warfare, 
became  more  powerful  and  more  rich.  Let  then  England  con- 
quer her  finance — learn  to  respect  herself — ^to  know  better  her 
own  means  and  her  own  importance :  let  the  maintenance  of  public 
faith  be  to  her  a  new  and  solemn  commandment,  and  she  will  con? 
tinue  what  she  now  is — the  U  mpire  of  the  Christian  World !  Let 
her  depart  fi-om  it ;  and  those  countries  who  have  not  to  struggle 
against  such  a  burthen,  will  profit  by  her  errors,  and  supercede 
her  importance. 

By  divesting  the  National  Debt  of  much  of  its  terror,  and  by 
contrasting  it  with  the  resources  and  capital  of  the  empire,  it  may 
be  insinuated  that  I  am  an  advocate  for  unremitted  taxation. 
I  am  no  further  its  advocate,  than  it  becomes  necessary  to  pay  the 
just  debts  of  the  whole  nation,  due  to  others  of  its  community. 
If,  in  an  anxious  and  hasty  moment,  1  accused  the  country  of  *'  an 
impatience  of  taxation,'*  in  reference  to  the  repeal  of  the  Income 
Tax  ;  I  am  not  disposed  to  apologise  for  an  honest  though  some- 
what an  uncourteous  expression.  No  other  term  w*as  more  suita- 
ble to  the  cry  of  the  moment,  and  nothing  could  be  more  ruinously 
dexterous,  than  the  mode  in  which  that  cry  was  originated* 

Every  day  which  succeeded  that  ministerial  defeat,  I  saw  just 
reason  to  deplore  its  effect ;  for  by  thus  forcing  the  executive  at  an 
early  period  of  the  peace  to  propose  three  millions  of  new  ad  vabh 
rei»  taxes;  a  clamor  was  raised,  which  led  to  false  conclusions, 
upon  all  their  financial  measures :  but  in  fact,  and  in  fairness,  such 
niew  taxation  was  not  so  much  an  addition  of  impost,  as  a  recovery 
of  that  balance  of  income  and  expenditure  which ''an  impatience 
of  taxation"  had  destroyed.  Had  the  property  tax  been  allowed 
to  continue,  the  assessed  taxes  might  have  been  dispensed  with,  and 
also  much  of  the  excise  ;  and  there  was  this  beneficial  feature  in 
the  property  tax,  namely— that  whilst  it  adapted  itself  to  every 
presumed  change  and  fluctuation  in  the  value  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, it  brougb^  within  its  grasp  the  income  of  absentees  and  of 
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the  fundboldhers  ;  whilst  the  assessed  taxes  and  excise  continued 
to  be  collected  at  their  old  rates,  without  regard  to  the  character 
of  the  currency^  and  became  lessened  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  country-seats  and  houses  remaining  unoccupied.  The  continua* 
tion  of  the  principle  of  the  property  tax  would  therefore  have  car- 
ried within  itself,  to  a  certain  extent,  relief  to  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. 

In  treating  upon  the  National  Debt,  too  many  view  it  as  an 
inert  mass,  or  load  of  obligation,  kept  up  and  supported  (the  money 
being  spent)  by  an  oppressive  taxation,  of  which  they  feel  the  im- 
mediate pressure;  but  such  are  forgetful  of  the  interesting  circum- 
stances from  which  it  has  arisen,  or  the  advantages  which  its  ex* 
penditure  procured.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  when  Ministers  call 
upon  ^the  nation  to  maintain  the  public  credit,  the  public  are 
entitled  to  a  most  rigid  and  upright  application  of  their  resources. 
But  economy  carried  to  spoliation  is  the  greatest  of  all  extrava- 
gance. To  dismantle  our  fleet,  or  destroy  the  matiriel  of  our  ar- 
senals, the  ordnace,  or  of  the  army,  is  only  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  an  immense  demand  for  their  regeneration,  the  moment  a  war 
should  be  forced  upon  us  :  to  say  nothing  of  the'  delay  of  equip- 
ment, during  which,  an  active  and  enterprising  enemy  may  first 
take  the  field  and  snatch  a  victory.    . 

But  the  National  Debt  answers  many  most  important  public, 
mercantile,  and  private  purposes.  As  a  bank  of  deposit  it  is  of 
most  extended  utility,  in  all  cases  of  trusts,  litigations,  aud  guaran- 
tee— as  a  means  of  income,  it  is  a  simple,  certain,  and  unexpensive 
investment — as  a  circulating  medium,  its  regularly  paid  and  un- 
fluctuating dividends  supply  to  creditors  a  stream  of  payment  from 
their  debtors,  of  which,  though  they  feel  the  influence,  they  too  sel- 
dom acknowledge  or  suspect  the  source — in  larger  mercantile 
transactions,  it  supplies  by  an  increased  facility  of  discount,  tem- 
porary capital,  and  individual  accommodation — and  among  the  lower 
classes,  the  means  and  facility  of  saving  the  smallest  surplus  of 
their  industry,  and  thus  leading  to  a  provision  for  old  age,  gifts  to 
children,  establishments  in  retail  trade,  and  many  other  applications, 
of  which  the  opportunity  will  become  more  and  more  estimated  ; 
and  i  am  certain,  that  there  are  .thousands  who  clamor  for  the  ruin 
of  the  fundholder  and  reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  who  unr- 
consciously  receive  firom  them  and  it,  through  intermediate  chan* 
nels,  their  main  support. 

JSot withstanding  its  annual  pressure,  (not  slightly  balanced  by  the 
modes  of  application  already  pointed  out,)  the  very  accumulation^ 
of  the  debt  may  be  viewed  as  the  proof  of  national  security  :  for  if 
ao  great  a  mass  of  money  has  been  borrowed  by  the  Government 
and  expended,  could  it  have  been  borrowed  without  the  means  to , 
lend  i  Jtiches  spring  not  up  like  mushrooms  in  the  night.    There 
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must  have  been  some  source  from  whence  (bis  accnmufaited  debt 
arose.  It  has  arisen  from  the  produce  of  industry^ — ^I  should  nu 
ther  say  from  the  profits  of  industry;  because  it  is  »  surplus 
•capital^  distinct  from  all  other  possessions ;  and  at  any  time  bemg 
wanted  for  other  mvestment,  for  the  active  use  of  mercadtile  pur- 
suits, or  landed  purchase ;  its  abstracted  part  can  only  be  bbtsuned 
by  another  supplying  its  place.  To  all  intents  and  in  fact,  there- 
fore, it  is  a  source  of  capital,  and  yet  is  distinct  from,  and  interferes 
not  with  any  other  required  for  different  purposes.  I  therefore 
repeat,  that  though  the  interest  may  be  considered  burthensome, 
still  that  the  capability  of  amassing  the  amount  of  the  debt  is  a  proof 
of  our  national  security. 

Let  us  suppose,  for  one  moment^  that  one  half  (400  millions^) 
could  be  paid  off.  What  could  be  done  with  the  money  i  I  know 
of  no  other  mode  than  investing  it  in  land,  to  yield  an  iitterest  of 
about  one  per  cent.,  or  having  it  coined  into  silver  chairs  and  ta- 
bles, to  be  melted  when  wanted.  Besides,  such  repayment  would 
be  worse  than  useless — ^it  would  be  ruinous;  And>  i  think,  as  a 
general  rule,  that  none  but  a  rich,  great,  and  powerful  nation  caa 
create  or  bear  a  National  Debt.  There  is  however  a  limit,  beyond 
which  to  pass,  is  destruction — to  that  limit  England'  has  approach* 
ed<*-she  should  go  no  further — but  she  need  not  rob  her  con- 
fidibg  creditors. 

Immense  as  is  her  debt,  it  will  sink  before  an  increasing  popo*' 
lation,  actively  and  profitably  employed,  and  rofiStiTTitfig  articles  of 
taxation.  In  this  state  is  England ;  and  without  any  fresh  imposi- 
tiooiB,  a  surplus  of  revenue  must  arise,  from  all  exciaeable  articles. 
For  an  increasing  and  consuming  population  is  a  prbfitto  such  t 
■system  of  revenue.  Whilst  the  war  lasted;  the  influence  of  a  grow- 
ing population  was  not  perceptible  in  reducing  taxation,  wfaid 
went  on  in  too  overpowering  a  nation;  but  now  taxation: is  retro- 
grading, the  pow«r  of  a  population  actively  and  profitably  emploj* 
ed,.  and  increasing,  as  it  must  do,  under  ^uch  ctrcumstancies,  will 
operate  to  create  a  surplus  of  revenue ;  and  thus,  our  :sy8tem  of 
finance  will  upon  examination  be  found  to  possess  a  Quality  of  ds^ 
ticity  and  expansion,  {mithoui  ikcreased  individu€ti.  •  pressure,) 
which  will  gradually  perform  that,  which  if  done  hastily  and  un* 
warily,  would  depreciate  the  currency  far  below  ai^'  rate  to  whidi 
it  may  be  supposed  to  have  fallen.    . 

There  is  yet  another  point  in  which  the :  effect  of  die  Natiokwl 
Debt  may  be  viewed  ;  and  that  is^  as  a  former  source  of  profit  to  Ae 
trade  and  manufectures  of  the  country,  and  to  its  agncnlfane. 
This  benefit  is  ndw  forgotten,  because  its  etkct  is  not  so  pitedbmiAiuK. 
Indeed  it  would  seem^  that  the  countiy  deplores  the  loss  of 'thaf  ex- 
fienditure,  which,  during  its  exiistence>  was  by  manyao  much  de- 
precated. 
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,  Without  calculatitig  on  the  immense  sums  which  have  been  ac- 
tually paid,  and  do  not  remain  in  the  shape  of  an  unliquidated 
debty ;  1  will  merely  confine  my  observation  to  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  millions^  the  present  amount  of  public  unredeemed  securities. 
The  case  of  this  expenditure  is  applicable  to  any  othery  with  the  ex- 
ception of  such  portion  as  may  have  gone  in  the  shape  of  actual  re- 
niittances  for  foreign  subsidies. 

Supposing  the  loans  to  have  been  contracted  on  an  average  at 
75,  redeemable  at  100;  the  amount  of  the  present  public  debt,  as 
received  by  the  Government,  would  be  about  six  hundred  millions. 
Government  contracts  are  usually  paid  by  bills  on  the  Treasury  at 
ninety  days*  sight ;  and  I  think,  that  upon  an  extensive  trade  so 
conducted,  a  profit  of  1 5  per  cent,  would  be  absolutely  reaKsed, 
notwithstanding  all  the  competition  which  may  arise. 

Now  we  have  been  told  and  have  heard  much  of  the  gains  and 
profits  of  stock-jobbers  and  fund-holders,  (a  gain  perfectly  distinct 
froni  the  original  contract  between  the  lender  and  the  Government, 
which  can  only  be  calculated  when  the  time  of  repaynient  arrives,) 
but  the  amount  of  profit  to  the  public  commerce,  manufactures, 
and  agriculture  of  the  country,  is  overlooked,  yet  can  hardly  be 
taken,  (as  I  have  before  observed,)  at  less  than  fifteen  per  cent, 
upon  transactions  of  ninety  days'  credit :  so  that,  even  upon  the 
amount  of  the  present  public  debt,  (to  calculate  no  further,)  '^  no 
less  a  sum  than  ninety  millions"  has  been  thrown  back  to  the  pub- 
lic, in  the  shape  qfdprqfit  upon  industry. 

And  in  fact,  this  I^ational  Debt,  which  appears  to  some  as  a  hy- 
dra or  an  amount  of  capital  hermetically  sealed  up,  is  at  this  very 
moment  in  evidirat  existence,  in  every  variety  of  shape  which  the 
property  of  the  country  can  assume. 

Estates  have  been  purchased,  mortgages  created,  manufactures 
established,  lands  drained  and  enclosed,  and  ships  set  afloat,  upon 
the  proceeds  or  produce  of  securities  making  part  and  parcel  of 
the  National  Debt ;  and  no  sooner  are  claims  made  upon  it  for 
such  purposes,  than  others  retiring  from  similar  pursuits  become 
possessed  of  the  portion  which  is  for  sale. 

In  the  National  Debt  there  is  no  vacuum  or  inactivity. 

Liet  me  not  be  misunderstood  in  this  my  endeavour  to  shake  ofF 
the  fear  and  dread  which  some  feel,  (the  fear  perhaps  of  ignorance, 
or  misconception,  or  prejudice,)  of  the  amount  and  eflect  of  the 
National  Debt.  1  deprecate  its  increase;  and  my  sincere  aim 
and  object  is,  to  fumbh  reasons  of  triumphant  congratulation  as  to 
the  means  of  supporting  and  liquidating  it:  and  to  encourage  a 
feeling  of  confidence,  1  would  add  one  more  stimulating  datum ; 
namely — that  even  the  unproductive  capital  of  the  United  King- 
doms in  the  shape  of  palaces,  churches,  public  buildings,  dock- 
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yards,  barracks,  ships  of  war,  ordnance,  military  and  naval  stores, 
household  goods,  plate,  jewels,  pictures,  wearing  apparel,  wast^ 
lands,  &c.  &c.  iis  of  itself,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  wordi  little 
less  than  the  whole  amount  of  the  National  Debt. 

The  fact  is,  England  has  great  establishments,  great  resources, 
great  industry,  great  wealth  ;  and  a  great  debt  not  disproportionate 
to  this  scale  of  general  greatness  ;  to  which  she  is  so  accnistomed, 
that  its  existence  seems  not  much  calculated  upon. 

As  yet  I  have  spoken  chiefly  of  the  debt,  and  but  little  of  the 
mode  and  ability  to  raise  its  annual  interest,  and  of  its  relative  pro* 
portion  of  burden  upon  each  class  of  the  community.  This  wiH  be 
appropriately  alluded  to,  in  discussing  the  means  of  remedy  to  the 
present  '^  agricultural  embarrassment."  I  do  not  say  distress,  be^ 
cause  that  term  is  too  beggarly  to  be  applied  to  so  vast  a  body. 


Not  wishmg  to  throw  myself  upon  the  plea  of  participated  re- 
fiponsibility ;  and  inasmuch  as  I  was  Minister  of  England,  specially 
delegated  by  the  King  to  meet  the  Allies  in  Congress;  I.  may  be 
allowed  to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  chaise  often  urged 
against  me,  **  that  I  was  utterly  neglectful  of  the  commercial  in» 
terests  of  the  country,  end  Omitted  to  procure  for  her  such  advanCa^ 
ges  as  her  influence  might  have  commanded.'^ 
•  '  If  any  one  reason  pressed  upon  my  mind  more  strongly  than 
another,  it  was  "  the  very  existence  of  that  influence"  wliidl  might 
have  prescribed  such  advantages.  That  influeace  was  either  mo- 
mentary or  lasting.  Nations  are  ungrateful:  and  I  believed  that 
such  influence  might  only  be  momentary ;  and  my  aim  was  to  render 
it  lasting. 

"  I  knew,  th  at  the  state  of  monopoly  in  which  the  trade  of  the  world 
had  for  many  years  been  calried  on  by  my  country,  had  given  sucb 
an  accelerating  and  forward  power  to  all  her  meuis  of  productive 
tnanufacture,  that  years  must  pass  away  before  any  rival  could  com- 
pete with  her.  I  knew,  that  such  period  would  be«o  sufficiently 
long,  that  during  it,  the  attempt  would  be  proved  to  be  nadeBs; 
because  /  knew,  that  whilst  the  attempt  was  making,  England 
Would  not  relax  in  her  exertions,  or  lose  one  inch  of  the  vantage* 
ground  of  her  acquirements,  but  would  presove  faer  rekdve  situs* 
tibn  of  advanced  improvemeM.  Tknem,  that  every  attempt  would 
be  nrade  to  revive  die  ancient  streaikis  of  commerce,  and  to  pn 
activity  to  interrupted  manufsicturesv  it  had  beeonoe  neccasairji 
4)y  the  generally  impo^eHshed  state  of  theContineiit.  I knemf 
that  a  great  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Continent  was  carried' on  hj 
&itish  capital,  and  that  the  daittis  of  Biitish  nmcfaaatt  were  in* 
i»e«se.    The  tirade  of  the  cocmtry  iberefore  needed  IK>  protectianj 
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it  had  made  itself  mastef  bf^  and  had  conquered  matiy  of  the  petty 
jealousies  in  which  commercial  treaties  are  bottomed ;  and  was 
■becoming  necessary,  as  a  matter  of  financial  resource^  to  most  of 
the  European  States;  and  in  so  important  a  manner,  that  it  could 
not  be  suddenly  or  easily  dispensed  with. 

Feeling  therefore,  that  commerce  required  no  securityi  that  it 
was  bottomed  on  its  own  gigantic  influence ;  it  was  not  for  me  to 
betray  a  wish  for  indulgences  or  protection,  when  the  very  wants 
of  Europe  rendered  those  protections  and  ifidulgences  unneces- 
sary ;  and  I  felt  that  the  only  chance  to  the  Continent  of  extending 
or  preserving  its  trade,  was  by  more  free  communication  and  trans- 
fer with  us ;  and  I  anticipated  the  time  when  a  competition  with 
£ngland,  as  a  manufacturing  country,  should  be  found  to  be  im- 
practicable ;  and  the  merchants  of  all  nations  should  adopt  a  more 
pure,  unfettered,  and  unrestricted  system  of  barter. 

ISothing  could  be  more  nobly  disinterested  than  the  part  which 
England  took  in  the  Continental  contests ;  it  was  not  her  natural 
element;  no  conquest  to  ,be  made  by  her  could  be  retained,  or 
territorial  benefit  accrue  to  her ;  any  selfish  attempt  to  gain  a  mo- 
mentary advantage  (and  it  would  only  have  been  momentary)  would 
have  been  derogatory  to  the  high  calling  of  her  principles,  and  her 
rank  of  Pacificator  and  Umpire  of  Europe  would  have  been  lowered 
to  that  of  a  mercenary  ally. 

Besides,  when  constitutions  were  to  be  prescribed  to  kingdoms, 
and  boundaries  given  to  states,  and  new  equipoises  and  indemni^ 
ties  to  be  established,  in  which  every  community  and  dependency 
of  Europe  were  connected  and  concerned ;  surely  it  was  not  a  Ume, 
fNT  a  <fit  occasion,  (whilst  such  mighty  aad  elementary  arrange* 
ments  were  making)  to  press  forward  the  specialities  of  commerce. 
In  hct,  until  possession  had  been  taken,  and  the  lines  of  territorial 
demarcation  had  been  fully  agreed  upon,  no  certainty  of  commer- 
cial  treaty  could  exist j  or  guarantee  be  given  for  its  performance. 

The  merchants  of  England  know  full  well  the  extreme  of  jea* 
lousy  with  which  their  unceasing  enterprise  and  speculation  are 
viewed ;  and  that  they  are  considered  as  having  already  forced 
from  less  active  nations  every  advantage,  unaccompanied  by  pro- 
portionate reciprocity. 

At  the  moment  therefore,  in  which  it  is  urged  against  me,  that 
£  left  the  interests  of  commerce  neglected ;  it  may  be  ami,  and 
said  with  truth,  that  the  discussion  of  commercial  treaties  would 
have  been  attended  rather  with  a  demand  for  the  saoifice  of  ad- 
vantages already  possessed,  than  with  any  chance  of  dbtainiog  ag 
extension  of  those  already  enjoyed. 

I  do  not  find  that  commerce  is  left  unprotected  in  any  of  its 
OMiltiAMrious  rsDiifications ;  and  that  too,  without  the  incumbrance 
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of  commercial  treaties  and  privileges.  The  act  of  Parliament  io 
tiie  last  session^  which  makes  this  country  an  entrepdt  for  such 
foreign  manufactures  as  are  not  admissible  as  articles  of  con- 
sumption,  is  but  an  act  for  the  reception  of  so  many  pledges  for 
the  export  of  our  own  goods.  ' 

I  think  moreover^  that  to  have  pressed  for  still  further  advanta* 
ges  at  the  juncture  alluded  to,  would  have  been  derogatory  to  the 
proud  eminence  on  which  iiingland  stood;  selfish  in  policy;  ill- 
timed;  and  foreign  to  the  objects  of  the.  Congress  ;  which  were  to 
settle  the  destinies  of  empires^  and  not  the  fractions  of  a  more  or 
less  alteration  in  a  tariff  or  commercial  treirty.  Besides,  the  total 
absence  of  all  immediate  views  or  personsJ  interests,  which  actua- 
ted at  that  time  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James^  has  contributed  in  a 
high  degree  to  exalt  the  character  of  the  country  and  conciliate 
aiid  disarm  that  feeling  of  envy,  with  which  she  had  been  formerij 
treated.  ^^  refraining  also  from  the  exercise  of  a  powerful  in- 
fluence at  a  moment  when  it  could  not  easily  have  been  withstood, 
was  only  to  secure  eventually,  silently,  and  more  willingly,  any 
ntodification  of  mercantile  intercourse,  which  the  altered  disposi- 
tions of  surrounding  nations  might  be  disposed  to  accord. 

Thus  much  for  the  old-established  foreign  commerce.  As  to 
that  which  was  to  be  derived  from  the  secession  of  colonies  from 
the  mother  country,  there  were  two  questions  involved — **the 
attainment  of  commercial  advantages ;"  and  **  the  maintenance  of 
peace  with  those  parent  and  European  states,  upon  whose  interests 
England  might  be  about  to  tread.'' 

How  much  the  interposition  of  France  and  Spain  in  our  con- 
test with  America  was  deprecated  by  Great  Britain,  is  a  .matter 
of  history.  With  what  pretence  tlien  to  consistency  of  policy> 
could  England  (as  regarded  the  South  American  provinces  of 
Spain)  interfere  in  the  face  of  her  own  former  declarations  ?  The 
acc?es8ion  of  France  and  Spain  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States^ 
at  a  moment  wheii  the  distant  meatis  of  England  were  apparently 
inadequate  to  success,  brought  on  a  war  between  those  'countries 
and  England. 

A  hasty  acknowledgment  of  the  republican  or  of  any  oAer 
governments  of  the  trans-atlantic  Continent,  would  have  brought 
us  in  contact  ^ith  the  parent  states  in  Europe.  In  such  case, 
wouljfi  not  the  presumed  advantages  of  a  new  commerce  have  been 
overbalanced  by  a  new  European  war  ? 

A .  strict  system  of  honorable  nc^utrality  unambiguous  to  both 
parties,  had  enabled  us  to  trade  with  both,  and  to  demand  from  the 
parent  state  satisfaction  for  insults  copimitted  towiirds  the  trade 
and  flag  of  England;  whilst  a  facility  of  comlnercial  intercourse 
has  been  origiliated  between  Etiglandandth^   newly  instituted 
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govertimentSy  by  allowing  them  to  make  their  shipments  in 
other  bottoms  than  their  own. 

TliuSy  without  any  direct  acknowledgment  of  their  various  and 
yet  vacillating  governments,  they  have  been  allowed  privileges 
beyond  what  had  heretofore  been  granted  to  the  most  favored  To* 
reign  nations. 

It  is  supposed  by  some^  that  the  first  acknowledgment  of  the 
Columbian  Republic  by  the  United  States  of  America  will  be 
prejudicial  to  our  interests.  Such  fear  is  visionary ;  such  a  step 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  was  expected — it  was  natural ; 
and  having  gained  the  Floridas  from.  Spain^  what  had  America  to 
fear  or  hope  further  from  that  distracted  country?  But 'what  ad<« 
vantage  will  America  gain  from  such  earlier  acknowledgment  ? 
J^pne  but  what  England  will  partake  of.  For  if  America  should 
carry  direct,  and  have  the  advantage  for  a  short  duration,  of  a 
lower  rate  of  import  duty,  she  will  trade  greatly  upon  English 
capital,  and  take 'out  from  English  ports  assorted  cargoes  and 
British  goods. 

Besides,  is  the  acknowledgment  by  Republican  America  of 
Republican  Colunibia,  equal  to  a  similar  recognition  of  her  ihde« 
peudence  by  Great  Britain  ?  Republican  America  had  every  thing 
to  gain,  and  little  to  concede  in  return.  She  is  a  great,  but  as  yet 
a  young,  speculative,  theoretical  state,  as  compared  to  Great 
Britain.  Did  Republican  Columbia,  upon  such  acknowledgment 
of  her  independence  and  existence  as  a  distinct  state,  send  to 
Washington  and  Philadelphia  to  negotiate  for  a  loan  ?  No ! '  She 
wisely  contracted  a  debt  with  Old  England,  and  thus  laid  the  foun* 
dation  of  more  solid  reciprocal  advantages  than  a  mere  diplomatic 
civility ;  for  as  such  only  do  I  regard  what  has  passed  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Republics. 

Whether  Spain  is  fighting  for  theories,  whilst  much  of  her  sub- 
stantial territory  has  been  wrested  from  her,  I  stop  not  here  to 
enquire.  But,  would  it  have  been  consistent  with  the  noble  cha* 
racter  of  England,  to  have  taken  advantage  of  Old  Spain,  and  have 
acknowledged  her  colonies,  whilst  she  was  embroiled  in  the  form* 
ation  of  a  domestic  constitution  ?  Do  the  liberals  of  England 
say — ^yes  ?  1  reply — that  thp  policy  of  England  is  not,  temporary 
or  casual  advantage,  but  solid  results. 


,  The  Constitution  of  England  does  not  permit  to  its  King  that 
personal  interference  in  negotiation  or  treaty,  or  (Conference  with 
other  monarchs,  which  the  Continental  governments  are  capable 
of;  nor  does  the  character  of  her  diplomacy  allow  her  to  become 
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a  party  to  any  system  or  combination,  which  may  not  be  the  sub- 
ject of  a  defined  and  categorical  treaty. 

The  Holy  Alliance  was  ah  experiment  in  politics,  which,  as  it 
sprung  certainly  from  good  intentions,  was,  if  not  virtually  effective 
10  itself,  at  all  events  harmless  and  unwarlike. 

To  suppose  that  the  personal  conference  of  the  leading  Crowns 
of  Europe,  surrounded  by  the  Ministers  of  almost  every  European 
State  of  great  or  minor  rank,  could  be  an  instrument  of  plotting 
against  the  good  of  the  people  of  each  particular  country^  was  one 
of  the  most  preposterous  ideas  which  could  be  well  imagined. 
The  very  nature  of  the  meeting,  that  of  personal  and  amicable  con- 
ference, was  an  answer  at  once  to  such  a  supposition ;  and  the 
time  is  past  when  Kings  can  be  denominated  or  act  as  tyrants. 

The  great  facility  which  these  occasional  assemblies  will  give  to 
diplomacy,  and  the  death-blow  which  they  are  capable  of  affording 
to  minor  political  intrigues,  the  readier  possibility  of  explanation, 
and  the  promptness  of  decision  which  may  accompany  them,  are 
advantages  which  may  favor  greatly  a  long  continuance  of  peace. 

England  may  or  may  not  accede  to  or  recede  from  them,  with- 
out the  questioning  of  her  motives,  or  supposing  her  hostile  to  their 
proceedings^     When  attending  by  the  Plenipotentiary  of  her  King, 
she  attends  as  a  disinterested  party,  for  she  would  never  admit  any 
of  her  interests  to  be  for  one  moment  discussed  at  such  a  meeting. 
The  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of  England  would  hear,  mark,  and 
leam ;  but  beyond  that,  take  no  steps  simultaneously  or  in  concert. 
He  would  give  his  advice,  his  opinion ;  and  if  called  upon  to 
decide,  would  decide  as  a  friendly  umpire,  having  interests  to  con- 
tinue with  all.     At  such  a  Congress,  the  Ministerial  Representative 
of  England  might  be  asked — **  how  he  would  act  under  such  and 
such  circumstances  ?"  and  the  weight  of  his  opinion  would  be  ph- 
ced  in  the  scale ;  but  without  being  called  upon  to  make  any  decla- 
ration amounting  to  decisive  action.     And  at  this  moment  I  am 
certain,  that  though  Spain  may  refuse  to  be  actuated  by  opinions 
and  declarations  transmitted  from    the  Congress  of  Verona,  yet 
that  she  will  listen  to  any  advice  which  may  be  offered  to  her  by 
the  British  Ambassador  resident  at  her  Court ;  for  of  this  I  feel 
confident,  that  no  Ambassador  from  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's 
would  satisfy  the  Allied  Sovereigns  of  the  line  of  policy  which 
England  would  adopt  in  the  event  of  an  attack  upon  Spain  by 
France  ;  though  he  might  give  an  opinion  for  or  against  the  mea- 
sure, founded  upon  the  principles  upon  which  it  might,  or  might 
not  be,  undertaken. 

A  Congress  followed  up  on  the  principle  upon  which  that  of 
the  Holy  Alliance  professes  to  proceed,  cannot  be  of  a  mischievous 
tendency ;  because  its  object  is  not,  to  consider  ''  what  country  is 
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next  to  be  the  theatre  of  war/'  but  ratheri  **  what  coiintries  being 
in  a  state  of  hostile  attitude  towards  oue  another,  can  hy  its  inT 
fluence  be  restored  to  mutual  harmony." 

It  cannot  be  of  a  dismembering  tendency ;  because  it  aims  not  to 
prevent  political  improvements;  but  to  direct  them  in  a  way, 
so  as  to  render  them  really  bene£cialj  and  productive  of  ap  unity 
of  principle  among  all .  Governments  ;  in  contradiction  to  that 
spirit  of  military  movement,  by  which  an  army  has  only  to  desert 
the  colors  of  its  King,  in  spite  of  its  oath  and  allegiance,  and  be 
transformed  into  patriots  and  revolutionary  militia>men. 

That  political  renovations  can  be  made  without  violence,  or 
civil  feud,  or  public  irritation,  is  evidenced  at  this  moment  in 
Prussia,  whose  King  has  so  often  been  calumniated,  and  called 
upon  so  audaciously  to  give  his  people  the  Constitution  he  so 
often  had  promised.  The  people  confided  in  those  promises; 
they  believed  the  word  of  their  Monarch ;  and  that  renovation 
and  improvement  which  are  rendered  necessary  by  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  and  the  previous  attainment  of  other  countries,  have  been 
consistently  and  deeply  discussed  and  matured  ;  and  the  equipoise 
of  the  three  orders  of  the  state  fuiidamenti^lly  determined. 

In    Portugal,   nearly   a   similar   transaction   has  taken  place; 

Sossibly  witb  more  restraint  upon  the  kingly  authority  ;  but  if  the 
lonarch  of  that  country  is  satisfied  with  the  quantum  of  power 
by  which  the  rights  of  his  crown  are  surrounded,  what  pretence  has 
any  nation  to  complain  or  interfere  ?  With  this  Nation,  no  Con- 
gress has  interfered  or  attempted  to  dictate  terms  of  approbation 
pr  otherwise ;  and  it  does  not  follow,  thai  because  in  the  first 
impulse  of  a  national  renovation,  some  branch  of  the  monarchical 
prerogative  may  be  infringed  upon,  that  when  time  has  shown  its 
inconvenience,  the  popular  feeling  may  r^ot  restore  it.  An  evil, 
when  it  proves  itself  an  evil,  is  seldom  unremedied. 

Thus  in  the  instance  of  the  King  of  Spain,  (vacillating  from 
one  opinion  to  another  of  opposite  teudency,  and  forgetting  that 
between  two  such  extremes,  he  might  have  formed  to  himself  a 
party,  and  saved  his  country  from  civil  war,  and  the  threat  of 
foreign  invasion,)  he  has  only  to  look  to  the  weakness  of  his  own 
character  for  all  the  miseries  of  his  fine  country.  The  Spaniards 
are  attached  to  Monarchy,  and  would  have  settled  it  eventually, 
not  merely  upon  a  firm,  but  a  splendid  principle.  For  with  what 
constancy  did  they  not  adhere  to  their  allegiance,  when  deserted 
by  this  same  Sovereign  i  And  what  has  been  the  measure  of  inter- 
ference by  the  Congress  of  Verona  with  regard  to  Spain  i  None ! 
On  the  contrary,  the  notes  of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  all  alike  * 
Express  regret  at  what  is  passing,  disclaim  the  principle  of  interfer- 


540  Opinions  as  to  the  [22 

ing  with  her  internal  affairs ;  and  as  a  mark  of  displeajsure,  with- 
draw their  Ambassadors. 

And  to  what  does  all  this  amount?  To  a  mere  diplomatic 
declaration — **  That  we^  Russia^  Austria,  and  Prussia,  consider  the 
new  fundamentals  of  you  (Spain)  erroneous,  and  therefore  place 
you  in  a  state  of  political  abeyance,  in  which  you  may  possibly 
consider  of  the  past,  retrace  some  of  your  proceedings ;  and,  by 
so  doing,  recover  your  own  internal  quietude,  and  become  ^ain 
worthy  of  our  high  consideration."  Or,  in  other  words, ''  Asrimflate 
the  principles  of  your  Government  to  such  as  are  likely  to  accord 
with  those  which  alone  can,  in  our  opinion,  tend  to  preserve  in- 
ternal quietude  and  public  peace^  and  we  are  again  ready  to 
renew  with  you  our  ancient  ties  ;  to  do  which,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  direct  the  return  of  our  Ambassadors." 

France,  a  more  immediate  neighbour,  threatens  a  possibility  of 
taking  up  the  sword ;  but,  in  fact  and  in  truth,  the  war  which 
has  been  impending,  will  end  in  paper — not  even  in  smoke.  The 
threat  of  war  sounds  grand,  and  makes  fine  leading  articles  for  the 
public  journals ;  but  to  what,  again  I  ask,  does  it  all  amount  \ 
To  the  avoidance  of  war — an^,  if  the  Bourbons  of  France  thnik 
to  make  themselves  popular  by  a  campaign^  it  must  be  for  some 
other  cause  than  to  settle  the  Constitution  of  her  sister  kingdom. 
No  sooner  would  a  French  army  reach  Madrid  on  such  an  errand, 
than  it  would  be  recalled  to  protect  Paris. 

But  if  the  Holy.  Alliance,  however  bottomed  upon  good  in- 
tentions and  pure  principles,  (which  I  believe  it  to  be,)  is  thus 
powerless  in  action,  in  what  a  state  6f  comparative  superiority  does 
it  not  serve  to  place  England  ? 

Whilst  the  Ambassadors  of  four  of  the  leading  powers  of  Europe 
are  quitting  Madrid  in  a  fit  of  displeasure,  that  of  England  is 
maintaining  and  consolidating  her  connections,  and  has  actually 
succeeded  in  obtaining  compensation  from  her  for  injuries  com* 
mitted  to  her  merchants,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  And  yet 
upon  such  conduct,  the  four  great  powers  do  not  utter  one  syllable 
of  complaint  at  her  line  of  policy ;  and,  as  it  would  appear  that 
Portugal  is  disposed  to  assist  Spain  in  the  event  of  her  invasion, 
and,  in  so  doing,  would  involve  herself  in  a  war  with  France,  the 
language  of  England  to  her  ancient  ally  is — '^  Assist  Spain  if  you 
please ;  in  that  you  may  act  upon  your  own  discretion,  and  1  shall 
remain  neuter ;  but  should  you  be  attacked,  I  shall  not  look  at  the 
cause  which  has  led  to  it,  but  shall  interpose  in  your  favor."  Thus 
— if  France  should  attack  Spain,  and  Portugal  aid  the  latter  power, 
and  therefore  bring  upon  herself  also  a  French  invasion,  England 
would  in  such  case  become  a  party  to  the  conflict,  not  as  against 
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France  for  attacking  Spain,  but  for  violating  the  integrity  of 
Portugal ;  and  upon  no  other  grounds. 

There  was  not  time  to  change  the  policy  (had  there  been  any 
intention  of  so  doing)  of  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's :  I  may,  there- 
fore,  fairly  take  to  myself  the  credit  of  having  placed  England 
in  a  state  to  be  respected  and  feared  by  all  the  Continental  Powers 
—to  be  privy  to  their  policy,  and  yet  remain  unpledged  to  its  re- 
sult— to  be  closely,  amicably,  and  frankly  connected  with  them — 
and  yet  fear  not  to  adopt  a  single-handed  line  of  diplomacy. 

1  have  now 'explained  the  principles  by  which  I  was  actuated  at 
the  personal  conferences  held  by  the  leading  Continental  powers. 
Those  principles  suggested  themselves  to  me ;  by  the  existing 
preponderating  state  of  the  influence  of  England,  both  in  policy  and 
commerce ;  by  which,  although  declining  to  become  a  party  to  the 
Holy  Alliance,  she  could  not  be  excluded  without  oflence,  h-oni  its 
deliberations  and  objects ;  and  was  also  enabled  to  leave  her  com- 
merce without  stipulation,  upon  a  foundation  far  more  solid  than 
any  precarious  or  temporary  treaty  ;  namely,  ^'  that  of  a  necessity 
for  its  continuance  as  a  means  of  revenue  to  other  countries.'* 

I  will  now  (before  I  enter  into  more  important  matters)  oifer  a 
few  words,  en  passant ,  upon  the  Six  Acts,  of  which  the  odium  has 
been  fastened  upon  me^  and  which  odium  I  am  most  willing  to 
bear. 

The  first  of  these  was  ^^  to  prevent  the  unlawful  training  of 
persons  to  the  use  of  arms,  and  to  the  practice  of  military  evolutions 
and  exercise.'' 

The  Constitution  of  England  vests  the  command  of  the  army 
in  the  King.  The  army  of  England,  once  placed  as  to  its  amount , 
and  supplies  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  is  ^'  the  army  of  the  King/'  to 
whom  it  is  bound  by  oath.  Now  the  object  of  the  act  was  two- 
fold :  first,  to  take  from  the  King's  subjects  an  usurped  power — 
that  of  military  discipline;  and  next,  to  prevent  such  abuse  of  the 
royal  prerogative  from  giving  additional  terror,  force,  and  combina- 
tion to  civil  commotions.  No  matter  upon  what  occasion ;  the 
very  fact,  that  the  unmilitary  portion  of  the  community  could  be 
formed  into  the  skeleton  of  an  army,  and  required  only  muskets  to 
be  placed  in  its  hands  to  complete  its  martial  character,  was  an 
approach  to  insurrection,  under  which  no  community  could  be  safe; 
it  was  an  overt  rebellion.  The  act  makes  a  merciful  distinction 
between  the  trainers  and  the  trained ;  subjecting  the  foriiier  to  a 
greater  degree  of  punishment,  and  restricting  all  actions  upon  the 
statute  to  six  months  from  the  time  of  offence. 

The  act  has  not  been  repealed,  because  the  plain  common  sense 
of  its  clauses,  and  its  tendency  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  com- 
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Qfiunity  by  preveiuiiig  tmtorous  combiuations^  are  too  evideot. 
The  act  is  one  of  self-preservation. 

Tbe  next  act^  ^'enabling  Justices  of  the  peace  to  seize  and 
detain  arms  collected  or  kept  for  purposes  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace/^  is  expired  and  defunct.  It  was  local  in  its  application; 
and  the  onus  probandi  lay  upon  the  magistrate  putting  it  into  force, 
to  justify  such  detention  and  seizure^  on  an  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions. 

The  third  act  is^  '^  to  prevent  delay  in  the  administration  of 
justice  in  cases  of  misdemeanour.'  This  act  is  highly  favorable 
to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  contains  two  most  important 
ameliorations  of  the  law :    the  one,  the  allowance  to  defendant^ 

free  of  expense^  of  a  copy  of  the  indictment ;  and  the  other,  the  oblv 
gation  on  the  part  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  to  proceed 
in  such  indictments  within  twelve  calendar  months.  And  thus 
this  act,  passed  at  a  turbulent  moment,  has  the  effect  of  giving 
additional  facility  of  trial,  and  preventing  prosecutions  from  beiog 
kept  suspended  over  the  fate  of  a  defendant.  Both  these  deficiencies 
had  been  frequently  .and  vehemently  demanded  by  parties  in  whose 
favor  these  alterations  have  taken  place ;  of  course  they  cannot 
complain,  and  I  am  certain  no  other  persons  will. 

The  fourth  act  is,  ''  for  more  effectually  preventing  seditions 
meetings  and  assemblies*"  In  other  words,  *'<  to  give  greater 
effect  to  local  and  county  meetings."  This  act  expires  next  year; 
and,  in  favor  of  its  principle,  need  I  do  more  than  refer  to  the 
last  county  meetings  of  York,  Norfolk,  Hereford,  and  Somerset.' 
I  may  say,  without  contradiction,  that  popular  meetings  may  now 
carry  with  them  more  weight,  and  have  a  claim  to  a  higher  share 
of  consideration,  than  as  formerly  constituted  and  collected 
together.  The  principle  of  the  act  is,  to  give  effect  to  locality, 
so  that  the  petition  shall  be,  in  parliamentary  acceptation,  the  peti- 
tion of  the  county,  town,  or  place  from  whence  it  purports  to 
come ;  it  also  encourages  public  discussions,  by  discountenancing 
private  political  clubs,  where,  if  mischief  be  not' intended,  there 
can  be  no  need  of  secrecy  and  mystery.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
this  act,  the  question  of  its  renewal  may  possibly  he  agitated,  or  it 
becomes  a  dead  letter.     I  have  not  then  deprived  the  subject  very 

-  long  of  bis  right  of  petition ;  possibly  I  may  have  rendered  it  more 
valuable,  weighty,  and  respectable.  No  Member  can  now,  in  bis 
place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  stand  up  and  say^ — **  This  is  not 

^'  the  petition  of  the  county,  town,  or  place  from  which  it  is  stated 
to  come,  but  of  a  rabble  having  no  right  to  attend  ;"  for  if  the 
persons  present  had .  no  right  to  attend,  then  the  meeting  should 
have  been  legally  dissolved ;  but  in  failure  of  such  step,  the  peti- 
tion (come  from  county  or  town)  is  the  true,  real,  and  legal  petition 
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of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  as  designated  in:  such  petitidit. 
1  think,  therefore,  1  have  effected  a  reform  in  the  constitution  of 
popular  meetings^  by  giving  to  them  a  distinctive  and  more  im- 
portant rank. 

The  fifth  act  is,  '*  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  and  pu-* 
nishnient  of  blasphemous  and  seditious  libels."  I  am  not:  going  to 
define  tnhat  is  blasphemy,  or  what  is  sedition ;  but  this  I  will 
say,  that  they  may  vary  in  different  countries,  and  yet  have  a  local 
interpretation. 

To  deny  the  one  Holy  Apostolic  Church,  would,  at  Rome,  be 
blasphemy ;  at  least  it  would  be  treated  as  such ;  but  to  deny  the 
doctrine  of  (he  Protestant  Church  is  not  blasphemy  in  Loudon* 
But  to  say  io  direct  terms,  (v^hich  is  not  argument)  that  our 
blessed  Redeemer  was  an  impostor,  and  Christianity  le  a  farce, 
is  blasphemy.  It  is  by  this  act  permitted  to  a  man,  to  write  so- 
once ;  and  upon  conviction,  the  work  which  contains  such  language 
(and  which,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  is  ^'  the  mouth-piece 
of  the  man,  and  the  instrument  of  the  mischief,")  becomes  forfeited 
pronisionally^  till  judgment  is  affirmed,  and  definitively,  after  it  i» 
passed.  For  the  second  offence,,  the  law,  considering  that  how* 
ever  Christians  may  look  upon  it  as  a  crime ;  yet  that  human 
nature  may  be  so  depraved  or  so  obscured,  as  that  such  crime  may 
be  committed  conscientiously — that  is,  that  the  blasphemer  may 
really,  by  some  preconceived  prejudice  of  example  or  education^ 
think  himself  right— the  law  says  to  him,  iipon  the  second  occa- 
sion— "  This  is  a  Christian  country ;  Christianity  is  the  law  (^ 
the  land;  against  that  law  you  have  once  offended;  and, for  the 
repetition,  it  does  not  transport  you  asafeionf  bat  it  commands 
and  forces  you  to  leave  a  country  which  may  be  contaminated  by 
your  principles."  And  I  think,  the  distinction  of  being  transported 
''as  a  felon,"  and  conducted  out  of  the  country  'fas  a  mauvai$ 
sujet,"  nicely  adjusted  to  the  variance  of  the  two  cases. 

So  as  to  sedition : — The  Constitution  of  the  country  is  of  m 
mixed  nature — monarchical — aristocratical — democraticah  The 
nice  balance  of  the  three  qualities  is  the  perfection  of  the  British 
Constitution.  To  promote  reform  in  either  branch  as  an  im- 
provement>  is  laudable  and  constitutional ;  but  to  say— either  that 
the  King  should  be  detiiroued — the  nobility  annihilated — of  the 
doors  of  the  House  of  Commons  be  closed-^T^  sedition — because 
it  tends  to  alter  the  form  of  government  in  one  of  its  three  estates* 

I  can  frame  no  clearer  definition  of  sedition  than  this  :  That 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  writing,  which  tends  to  improve,  and 
alter  by  amelioration,  is  not  sedition — ^that  which  aims  to  annihilate 
or  dissever,  is — and  it  can  be  committed  either  towards  the  King, 
the  nobles,  or  the  people ;  and  the  difference  of  opinion  which 
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exists,  as  to  what  constitutes  sedition^  arises  from  the  preference 
which  sonie  entertain  towards  one  branch  of  the  Constitulioti 
beyond  the  other.  Thus  the  Whig  and  Tory  (if  such  creatures  are 
still  in  being)  differ  in  their  interpretation  of  the  word  sedition. 
Blasphemy  and  sedition  are  put  upon  equal  footing  in  this  act— 
parnobilefratrum! 

Tlie  sixth  and  last  of  these  acts  (which  I  am  sorry  to  £nd  my 
quondam  friend  Lord  Milton  quote  as  reasons  for  his  political 
conversion  ;  and  which  he  designates  as  preventing  the  last  year  of 
the  reign  of  bis  most  sacred  Majesty  George  the  I'hird,  from  being 
a  year  oj' jubilee j)  is  partly  of  financial  regulation,  and  partly  of 
a  restraining  nature.  .  It  is  designated — ''An  act  to  subject  cer- 
tain publications  to  the  duties  on  newspapers,  and  to  make  other 
regulations  for  restraining  the  abuses  arising  from  the  publication 
o(  blasphemous  and  seditious  libels." 

Newspapering  is  a  trade,  having  two  branches ; — the  promiitga- 
tion  of  intelligence  and  of  political  opinions,  and  the  putting 
money  into  the  pockets  of  the  persons  carrying  it  on.  Depend 
upon  it,  the  proprietors  of  a  public  journal  consider  the  first 
operation  as  accessory  to  the  last.  *  Get  money,  Jack !  get  it  ho- 
nestly if  you  can ;  but  get  money,  Jack  !'  is  the  universal  axiom  of 
the  periodical  journalist. — No  matter  of  which  side  the  question; 
it  is  this  principle,  and  by  no  means  a  high  and  disinterested  regard 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  which  actuates  newspaper* 
ing  of  both  sides.  It  is  this  which  has  led  to  base  anonymous 
assassination,  and  attacks  upon  private  character,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  political  exigency.  Of  the  abuse  of  certain  papers  of 
both  sides,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  '^  it  is  but  the  pot  calling  the 
kettle  black." 

Generally  speaking,  and  speaking  generally  upon  an  enlarged 
sense,  the  provincial  press  is  conducted  upon^  much  more  honora- 
ble and  conscientious  and  consistent  principles  than  the  metrppoli-- 
tan ;  and  this  arises  from  the  editors  in  the  country  being  perso- 
nally known.  Upon  this  identity  is  founded  responsibility ;  and 
he  who  m»y  in  a  few  hours,  and  is  every  day  challenged  by  his 
acquaintance  and  neighbours,  with  the  pro  and  con  of  his  opinions, 
and  having  also  a  station  to  preserve  in  his  own  city  or  town,  is' 
careful  at  least,  of  giving  personal  offence,  or  of  departing  grossly 
from  truth.  The  act  in  question  made  little  or  no  impression  in 
the  country,  (I  speak  as  in  contradistinction  from  London)  because 
there,  its  principle,  if  not  legally,  had  at  all  events  been  vir* 
tually  acted  upon. 

In  the  metropolis,  this  identity  and  responsibility  were  lost  :— 
prosecutions  under  the  old  act  turned  judicial  proceedings  into  a 
farce — produced  a  sentence  without  its  completion — an  irritation 
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of  the  public '  mind — a  plunder  of  its  generous  credulity^ — and 
ended  generally  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  in  a  mean,  pitiful 
appieal  for  a  release  or  a  commutation  of  sentence,^ upon  the  most 
hollow  and  insincere  expressions  of  regret. 

This  ^asy  because  the  men  prosecuted  were  ''men  of  straw;*' 
the  real  offenders  being  too  obscurely  behind  the  curtain,  to  be  at 
all  attacked  with  any  prospect  of  certainty. 

The  act,  in  a  financial  sense,  was  intended  to  stop  certain  pubr 
lications,  (which  were  professedly  and  avowedly  designed  to  rouse 
what  was  called  the  physical  force  of  the  country;)  or,  failing  to 
do  so,  to  make  them  contribute  to  the  revenue  in  the  same  manner 
in  which  the  regular  newspapers  did  ;  to  make  them  responsible  ; 
and  to ,  produce  somebody  upon  his  recognizance  or  bond,  who, 
when  the  sworn  proprietors  were  prosecuted,  should  satisfy  the 
just  sentience  of  the  law. 

The  liberty  of  thought  or  opinion  was  by  no  means  re- 
strained ;  but  the  law  was  no  longer  allowed  to  remain  as  a  dead 
letter,  or  an  object  of  complete  mockery. 

Wow  I  hold  responsibility  to  be  the  very  best  security  for  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  free  discussion  both  of  policy  and 
religion;  and  it  is  from  the  shrinking  of  men  of  high  talents, 
manly  deportment,  and  of  those  gentlemanly  feelings  which  know 
how  to  confine  discussion  within  decorum — of  men  who,  wheii 
they  write,  utter  their  own  sentiments,  and  can  and  dare  defend 
them-^it  is  because  the  press  is  not  in  such  hands,  but  in  those  of 
mechanical  traders,  hiring  words  by  the  hour  or  sentence — that  so 
much  abuse  has  arisen.  Otherwise,  there  would  not  have  arisen 
Constitutional  Associators  to  set  up  a  college  of  troublesome  and 
indiscreet  patriotism,  and  an  opposition  to  the  constitutional  officers 
of  the  Crown.   . 

And  as  to  the  press  generally  ;  it  is  too  powerful  and  influential 
a  means  to  be  wholly  neglected  by  the  executive  of  an  administra-; 
tion.  There  ihay  be  occasions  when  information  ought  to  be 
given  to  it ;  but  I  candot  deprecate  too  much,  men  of  high  respon* 
sible  official  situations  becoming  parties  to,  or  supporters  of  any 
paper —  I  mean  as  proprietors,  or  contributors  by  writing.  Their 
interest  or  their  zeal  may  betray  them  into  derelictions  of,  or  con- 
tradictions to  their  official  duties;  and  if  there  is  one  thing  more 
useful  than  another  to  a  free  executive  government,  acting  consci-; 
entiously  and  upon  avowed  and  discussed  principles,  it  is,  to  know 
and  collect  ^Ae  yree  and  disconnected  opinions  of  a  various  and 
varied  press.  But  I  again  and  again  repeat,  that  responsibility 
acted  upon  as  a  principle,  (as  it  is  in  the  bill  alluded  to)  is  also 
another  wholesome  reform^  atten^pted,  if  not  absolutely  eflected^ 
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by  the  Six  Acts — of  which  t  was  ever  willing   to '  bear  more  than 
my  proportionate  share  of  responsibility. 

Possibly  niy  Lord  Milton  ^'tbe  convert"  may  see,  that  of  the 
Six  Acts — 

The  fint  is — to  con£ne  public  agitations  within  the  bounds  of 
civil  war,  by  preventing  unlawful  training.  The  second  was  for  a 
similar,  purpose — it  was  local — it  has  expired — ^it  is  expunged  from 
the  Statute  Book.  The  third  is— to  expedite  justice^  (and  the 
third  gaol  delivery  is  for  the  same  experiment,)  to  allow  defendant 
a  copy  of  his  indictment  gratis ;  and  to  prevent  those  much  abused 
persons,  called  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  from  suspending 
an  information  over  the  head  of  an  accused  beyond  twelve 
months.  Can  these  points  be  prejudicial  to  the  subject,  which 
were  enacted  in  very  turbulent  times,  in  favour  of  the  subject  { 
Under  the  fourth  act,  the  county  of  York  has  just  exhibited  thd 
model  of  a  Public  Meeting,  which  men  of  all  parties  must  admire; 
and  1  shall  therefore  expect  my  Lord  Milton  to  be  the  means  of 
proposing  its  duration.  The  fifth  act  only  banishes  twice  convicted 
blasphemers  and  revolutionists.  There  was  a  time,  when  hfsads 
were  cut  ofF  for  a  hundredth  part  of  that  which  may  now  be 
said  or  written,  without  fear  of  punishment  at  all.  The  sixth  act 
protects  the  fair  trader  in  newspapers,  by  putting  all  on  an  equality 
of  stamp-duty ;  and  very  properly  makes  persons  really  responsible 
for  libel,  (from  which  no  man  of  courage  ought  to  shrink^  and  to 
which  no  man  of  respectability  can  object,)  whose  weapon  stabbed 
in  the  dark,  or  was  moved  by  the  hand  of  a  puppet. 

The  time  I  hope  will  come,  when  <^  the  principle  of  responsi- 
bility''  will  give  a  higher  and  more  valuable  tone  to  the  press,  and 
effect  its  reform. 

In  all  matters  upon  which  I  intended  to  give  any  explanation,  (it 
may  be  called  defence,  I  have  no  objection,)  1  have  now  nearly 
concluded* 

I  foresaw  that  the  formation  of  ^'the  Holy  Alliance*'  wodd 
force  it  to  submit  its  policy  from  time  to  time  to  the  opinioas  of 
the  world — that  it  would  be  a  neytr  step  in  diplomacy,  but  power- 
less in  action,  however  amicably  intended :  that  England  would 
possess  the  advantage  of  being  privy  to  its  deliberations  and  uhima^ 
tums ;  and  attend  it,  in  her  rank  as  a  preponderating  and  media- 
ling  power. 

1  felt,  that  the  commerce  of  England  was  no  loi^r  in  its  iofiincy, 
requiring  support,  or  seeking  encouragement <;  that  itwas  become^ 
fiot  merely  gigantic  in  itself,  but  invigorating  to  others ;  that  it 
^odd  not  be  dispensed  with,  or  outiivalled ;  and  that  its  admissio* 
would  become  a  system  in  other  states;  that  any  demand  of  frelh 
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protections  would  have  been  met  possibly  by  attempts  to  curtail 
those  so  extensively  enjoyed  ;  and  that  in  gaining  or  procuring  pre* 
Terences  from  new  governments,  it  became  equally  uecessary  to 
preserve  peace  with  the  old. 

Except  as  to  the  term  of  **  turbulent  times/'  I  have  avoided  all 
allusion  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  six  infamous  act^^ 
(but  which  1  call  the  six  famous  oties,)  were  passed.  I  may  he^ 
lieve  that  they  can  now  be  regarded  dispassionately. 

Thefrst  checks  overt  rebellion,  and  would  be  supported  under 
all  changes  of  party  in  the  administration.  Will  any  set  of  poli- 
ticians annul  it,  and  proclaim  *  to  the  country — that  mobs  may  as^ 
senible  at  all  times  and  on  all  occasions  of  public  discontent  or  of 
private  quarrel,  (for  the  law  is  applicable  to  both  causes,)  and  await 
only  a  supply  of  arms  to  become  instantaneously  a  military  body  ? 
The  value  of  this  act  will  be  better  understood  when  any  attempt 
shall  be  made  to  repeal  it. 

The  second  h  defunct;  but  the  law  allows  a  search-warrant  in 
detection  of  a  thief — should  it  not,  in  detection  of  rebellion  in  iti 
infancy  ?  Is  it  policy  to  await  the  conflagration  when  the  match 
can  be  extinguished  ? 

The  third  contains  two  most  important  ameliorations  in  favor  of 
facility  of  trial,  and  on  the  side  of  the  party  accused.  It  is  bonum 
ex  maio. 

The  fourth  gives  greater  effect,  influence,  and  dignity,  to  popular 
meetings.  I  repeat  again,  look  at  the  York  County  Meetitig,  a«  it 
model  formed  under  its  enactments ;  and  to  that  of  Hereford, 
where  the  High  Slieriff  conscientiously  refused  to  call  the  meeting  * 
knowing,  however,  that  there  was  an  appeal  from  his  decision.  In 
the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  therefore,  he  despised  contumely. 

The  fifth  is  in  protection  of  the  Religion  and  Constitution  of 
England.     They  are  inseparable. 

The  sixth  establishes  **  responsibility"  as  a  principle  upon  whiclr 
a  reform  of  the  press  will  eventually  take  place. 

There  is  no  passion,  or  perversion  of  language,  or  of  intention, 
in  this  explanation.  Possibly  my  excellent  friend  Lord  Milton 
may  re-consider  the  grounds  of  his  conversion,  as  founded  on  these 
six  acts. 

I  now  enter  upon  the  question  of  ^'  Agricultural  Embar- 
rassment:" a  topic  infinitely  more  important  tlian  any  exculpa- 
tion of  my  posthiimous  fame. 

As  the  Constitution  of  England  is  divided  into  three  estates,  so 
also  is  the  commerce  of  England*  The  distinctions  of  the  latter 
are  ^riquU^raJy.majaufacturiog,  and  commisrcial.  If  the  political 
tranquillity  of  England  depetKl  upon  the  well-ordered  adjustment  of 
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such  three  estates,  so  is  the  prosperity  of  England  identified  with 
the  fair  balance  of  its  three  sources  of  wealth. 

It  will  happen,  that  one  may  casually  preponderate  more  than 
another ;  yet  neither  can  for  a  long  period  maintain  a  superiority  of 
success  beyond  the  other.  Since  the  peace,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce have  soonest  revived ;  because,  for  them  there  was  not  onlj 
the  field  of  home  demand,  but  of  foreign  supply.  Agriculture  still 
lingers  behind,  because  her  market  is  limited  to  the  boundary  of  ao 
Island;  and  to  its  own  population. 

To  the  one  are  opened  an  expansion  of  enterprise,  and  a  variety 
of  market ;  the  other  is  confined  to  its  own  internal  demand. 

The  one  may  lose  upon  its  outward  consignment,  yet  by  the  pro* 
duce  of  its  homeward  freight  realize  an  average  profit  ;  but  the  sale 
of  the  agriculturist  determines  at  pnce  his  chance  of  profit  or  loss. 

When  de;mand  presses  upon  the  manufacturer,  he  adds  an  e&tiE 
hour  to  the  play  of  his  machinery,  and  such  demand  is  supplied. 

When  thie  wants  of  population  press  upon  agriculture,  the  far- 
mer has  recourse  to  inferior  soils ;  but  the  measure  is  one  of  al- 
most certain  ruin  ;  for  the  very  instant  the  price  of  the  day  fails  to 
remunerate  the  cultivation  of  such  soils,  they  become  not  merely 
unprofitable,  but  they  leave  him  amenable  to  all  the  burdens  of  the 
state  and  of  their  locality. 

When  manufactures  languish,  their  laborers  return  disproportioih 
ately  to  be  supported  by  the  parent  soil ;  and  the  idle  machinist 
settles  upon  the  industrious  village. 

The  power  of  machinery  materially  counteracts  the  effect  of  a 
rise  in  corn,  in  reference  to  manufacturing  labor;  but  a  high  price 
to  the  farmer  brings  with  it  proportionately  increasing  local  bur* 
dens. 

These  are  some  few  of  the  disparities  of  agriculture  and  mana- 
facture,  by  which  commerce  both  jextemaland  internal  are  affected. 

I  will  rather  dwell  upon  a  few  distinct  points. — 1.  Is  agricultural 
depression  occasioned  by  taxation,  change  of  currency,  or  over«* 
production  i  S.  From  whatever  cause  it  may  arise,  is  it  temporary 
and  open  to  relief?  S.  By  what  means,  or  to  what  system  may  it 
look  for  relief  i  Can  it  be  placed  permanently  upon  a  footing  of 
less  uncertainty  of  fluctuation  ?  5.  Are  the  many  remedies  propcoed, 
applicable  or  not  to  its  reUef  i 

1.  Is  agricultural  depression  occasioned  by  tazatioiiy  chaqreof 
currency,  or  over-production  i 

Since  1814,  when  the  farmers  succeeded  in  fixing  the  importa- 
tion price  of  wheat  at  805.  per  quarter,  and  other  grain  in  propor- 
tion, the  taxation  of  the  country,  direct  and  indirect,  has  been  r^ 
duced  about  one-third ;  and  has  taken  {dace  much  iu  favor  of  the 
agricultural  interest ;  as  the  great  reduction  of  the  salt,  leather,  and 
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malt  duties/ and  the  total  repeal  of  the  horse  husbandry  tax,  evi- 
dence. To  the  plea  of  government  taxation,  it  may  therefore  be 
truly  said,  that  the  balance  of  relief  has  greatly  preponderated  in 
favor  of  the  agricultural  interest. 

If,  then,  taxation  was  really  the  cause;  some  benefit  would 
surely  arise  from  its  reduction^  But  none  has  arisen ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  price  of  grain  falls  and  continues  to  fall^  and  does  not 
enable  the  farmer  to  grow  his  corn  cheaper,  in  a  ratio  to  such  reduced 
taxation.  iVnd.here  I  may  remark,  that  the  lesser  burden  of  taxa- 
tion is  not  intended  to  raise  the  price,  but  to  enable  the  farmer  to 
bear  tJie  price ;  for,  provided  the  farmer  can  realise  a  profit,  the 
lower  the  price,  the  better  for  all  branches  of  the  community. 

Now,  if  ease  of  taxation  gives  no  relief  to  the  farmer,  but  that 
the  price  of  his  produce  falls  comparatively  lower  than  the  amount 
of  such  reduction ;  I  am  led  to  re-consider  and  deny  the  doctrine^ 
'^  that  the  producer  can  repay  his  taxation  by  imposing  an  additio- 
nal price  equivalent  to  the  tax.''  And  if  I  was  entrapped  at  the 
moment  by  the  maze  of  a  political  econoniiist,  I  must  only. the  more 
forcibly  express  the  conviction  of  my  error.  The  power  to  ini- 
pose  an  additional  price,  equivalent  to  taxation,  can  take  place  oply 
where  a  command  of  the  market  can  be  maintained  by  the  produ- 
cers. Thus  the  manufacturers,  having  a  new  tax  imposed  upon  any 
of  their  articles  of  production,  or  upon  the  materials  of  their  produc- 
tion, can  remunerate  themselves  by  an  additional  price,  equivalent  to 
such  taxation,  ^'because  they  can  controulthe  supply  of*  their  goods** 
But  corn  stands  in,  a  different  situation ;  its  abundance  or  its 
scarcity  are  afiected  by  the  seasons.  Till  bow  he  may,  let  him  be 
9$  expert,  and  as  careful,  and  as  watchful,  as  he  please;  it  is  still  to 
Providence  that  the  farmer  must  look  up  for  the  success  of  his 
labors. 

Demand  and  supply  may  for  a  season  be  fictitiously  regulated, 
but  never  for  a  period ;  and  by  them  the  price  of  grain  must  be, 
and  will  be,  ultimately  regulated ;  and  there  is  no  power  whatever 
!n  the  hands  of  the  grower  of  corn  to  impose  an  additional  price 
equivalent  to  taxation.  Therefore  it  follows,  that  an  existing  taxa- 
tjipn^  not  compensated  by  the  current  price,  must  destroy  rent — and 
it  destroys  rent ;  because  the  landlord  has  a  claim  upon  his  tenant 
after  both  public  and  local  assessments  are  satisfied.  These  may 
continue,  by  the  operation  of  the  laws,  to  be  collected  ;  but  their 
collection,  (if  it  take  from  the  tenant  the  means  of  paying  his  land- 
lord,) cannot  surely  be  brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  national  pros- 
perity. It  proves  the  obedience  of  the  people,  but  not  their  pros- 
perity. 

I  do  not,  however,  for  one  moment,  admit  that  taxation  is  the 
cause  of  agrkultural  depression — on  the  contrary,  as  a  cause,  it 
VOL.  XXI.  Pam.  NO.  XLII.*  2N 
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has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  but  the  pressure  of  taxation  is 
the  result  of  agricultural  distress.  For^  if  it  were  the  cause,  then 
its  reduction  of  one  quarter,  or  twenty-five  per  cent.,  would  now 
leave  7s,  6d,  a  bushel,  a  remunerating  price,  as  105.  was  in  1814: 
but  corn  is,  at  this  moment,  33  per  cent,  lower  than  such  compa- 
rative remunerating  price.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  com  fell  and 
rose  with  taxation,  then  I  would  admit  that  there  existed  a  sympa- 
thy between  them.  But  grain  is  influenced  in  its  price  by  a  cause 
ftir  beyond  the  finite  one  of  taxation  ;  it  is  ^'  season"  which  regii- 
hites  supply  and  demand,,  and  acts  upon  price. 

And  though  supply  and  demand  may  be  affected  by  two  agents ; 
namely — an  abundance  arising  from  land  already  in  tillage^— or  by 
an  addition  to  the  quantity  of  grain  from  newly  cultivated  lands; 
—yet,  as  the  latter  circumstance  is  the  effect  of  increasing  popu- 
lation, I  think  the  proposition  ^'  that  supply  and  demand  regulate 
price  by  a  power  superior  to  taxation,"  is  not  altered  by  the  feet 
of  increased  tillage.  ' 

Then,  as  to  change  of  currency — I  am  still  an  unconverted  sin- 
ner to  the  doctrine  of  the  depreciation  of  the  Bank  note.  I  never 
read  it  yet  proved,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  ever  was.  f  always 
conceived  that  assertion  to  be  erroneous.  It  offered  too  tempting 
an  immediate  advantage,  and  one  which  the  country  could  not 
withstand ;  it  operated  as  a  rise  upon  all  capital ;  and  under  the 
effect  of  this  delusion,  the  man  who  went  to  bed  at  night,  be- 
lieving himself  worth  only  twenty  thousand  pounds ;  by  becoming 
a  convert,  at  twelve  the  next  day,  to  the  doctiine  of  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  Bank  note,  imagined  himself  worth  twenty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred.  But  it  was  imaginary ;  for  as  the  rise  took 
place  generally,  the  larger  sum  exchanged  for  no  more  of  the 
wants  and  conveniences  of  life  than  did  formerly  the  smaller 
amount. 

But  if  the  Bank  restriction  act  had  the  effect  of  depreciating 
the  Bank  note,  and  was  argued  upon  as  an  act  of  insolvency  ;  was 
it  not  reasonable  to  presume  that  the  depreciation  would  take 
place  at  the  moment  f  Yet,  as  to  corn,  the  average  price  for  five 
years  preceding  the  Bank  restriction  act,  was  585.  l\d.;  and 
(omitting  1801  and  1802,  years  of  acknowledged  and  intense  scar- 
city) for  five  ye^irs  Jollowing  the  Bank  restriction  act  it  was  also 
58$.  lid.  Here,  therefore,  is  fact  against  theory.  Here  is  evi- 
dence and  proof,  that  in  1792;  3,  4,  5  and  6,  the  Bank  note,  pay- 
able in  coin,  bought  wheat  at  an  average  of  58s.  1  Id.  per  quarter ; 
and  that  in  179B,  9^  1803,  4  and  5,  the  same  Bank  note  (become 
-  a  legal  tender)  was  payment  also  for  the  same  commodity,  at  the 
very  same  average  rate. 

A  standard  of  value  is  ideal,  unless  the  quantity  of  precious 
metal»  throughout  the  world  can  be  accurately  ascei  tainetf,  and 
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ail  further  supply  from  mines  be  stopped.  Then,  such  defined 
amount  and  precise  extent  of  circulation  might  be  adapted  to  the 
commerce  of  the  worlds  and  a  maximum  and  minimum  unite  to 
form  a  istandard.  But  the  nearest  approach  which  can  be  made 
to  a  standard  of  value,  is  by  fixing  coin  to  a  definite  pureness  and 
weighty  by  which  "  a  standard  of  reference,"  and  not  of  value,  is 
attained. 

It  was  to  maintain  and  preserve  this  ''  standard  of  reference'' 
that,  at  the  moment  when  all  England  had  discovered  that  a  guinea 
would  divide  into  more  than  twenty^one  shillings,  Parliament  sanc- 
tioned the  legal  positiofif  **  that  a  Bank  note,  expressing  the  pay- 
ment of  one  pound,  was,  with  the  addition  of  a  shilling,  equal  to  a 
guinea.'* 

Rather  than  go  into  this  question,  so  as  to  fatigue  attention,  I 
will  take  credit  at  once  for  this  fact ;  that  all  the  accounts  ^'  of 
taxation,"  ^'  of  the  amount  of  the  Bank  issues,"  '^  of  the  price  of 
gold,''  and  **  of  the  average  of  the  quarter  of  wheat,"  prove ; 
ihat  there  is  no  simultaneously  connecting  operation  one  upon  the 
other ;  and  that,  consequently,  tliey  are  all  acted  upon  by  various 
and  most  differing  causes. 

These  tables  will  prove,  that  the  Bank  issues  have  been  dimi- 
nished, when  gold  has  risen ;  that  they  have  been  extended,  and 
still  gold  has  risen ;  that  they  have  been  extended,  when  gold  has 
fallen;  been  again  diminished  and  gold  has  fallen ;  and  so  in  reference 
to  the  Com  Market. 

But  I  will  for  one  moment  suppose  agricultural  distress  to  arise 
Arom  a  change  of  currency,  and  that  variation  or  depreciation  to 
amount  to  twenty  per  cent.  Then,  if  currency  operates  upon  the ' 
price  of  grain,  its  effect  would  be  the  amount  of  the  depreciation 
—-or  difference  between  a  metallic  and  a  paper  circulation.  Now, 
in  179^,  wheat  was  19.S,  2d.;  twenty  years  after,  it  was  64$.  4d. 
In  1796  it  was  775.  id.;  and  twenty  years  after,  it  was  755.  10^. 
In  1793  it  was  485.  lid.;  and  twenty  years  after,  it  was  10ds<  9d. . 
In  179^  it  was  42$.  1  Id. ;  and  thirty  years  after,  it  was  about  the 
same  price ;  and  at  this  present  moment  it  is  about  40s.  If  we 
go  further  back,  we  shall  find  the  same  fluctuation,  the  same  burst- 
ing of  all  those  fictitious  bonds  of  currency  and  taxation. 

In  periods  when  little  or  no  National  Debt  existed,  prices  va- 
ried in  short  cycles  of  years  from  30  to  50  per  cent.,  and  again 
back  from  50  to  5.  In  1697  wheat  was  7s.  per  bushel,  ten  years 
after,  it  was  Ss.  3d.  In  1700  it  was  5s.  3d.;  in  1710,  115.  6d. ; 
in  1705,  it  was  4s. ;  in  1715,  it  was  45.  6d.;  in  1756  it  was 
45.  &|<2. ;  and  in  the  following  year  85.  Gd.,  but  varying  to  Gs.  6d. 

Id  short,  no  commodity  on  earth  is  so  fickle  or  precarious  in 
price  as  corn,  because  it  depends  upon  seasons,  and  not  on  curren- 
cy smI  taxation.     The  cry  of  the  depreciation  of  the  ^ank.  note 
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was  partly  political^  and  partly  self-interested.  Those  who  scouted 
it  as  a  political  dogma^  adopted  it  as  a  self-benefiting  one ;  and  thus 
a  vast  majority  followed  in  the  hunt. 

But  how  comes  it ;  if  the  Bank  note,  as  a  legal  tender,  and 
when  not  referential  to  gold,  was  stigmatised  as  depreciated,  that 
the  very  politicians  who  then  undervalued  it,  want  now  to  resort 
to  the  same  despised  depreciated  note  i  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  most  extraordinary  and  contradictory  political  juggle  I  ever 
remember  to  have  witnessed.  A  return  back  to  the  poor  despised 
depreciated  Bank  note ;  now  when  the  original  cause  (a  casual 
draining  of  specie  to  the  Continent,  where  credit  was  annihilated,) 
has  ceased  to  operate ;  is  to  get  up  a  counter  cry ;  namely,  '^  that 
gold  is  depreciated,  and  the  Bank  note,  made  of  rags,  is  the  more 
precious  of  the  two." 

I  do  not  arrogate  to  myself  the  supposition,  that  I  have  shown 
beyond  all  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  alternatives  of  taxation 
and  currency  are  not  the  engines  of  agricultural  depression  :  but  I 
have  shown,  that  no  sympathy  exists  between  them ;  and  that  the 
course  of  seasons,  (by  which  abundance  and  scarcity  are  produced,) 
is  a  much  more  influential  cause  in  the  purlieu  of  Mark-lane :  that 
com  continues  to  fall,  though  taxation  has  been  reduced  in  its  fa- 
vor }  and  that  the  variations  of  price  are  in  no  settled  ratio  to  cur- 
rency of  any  denomination,  whether  of  paper  or  of  precious  metal. 

The  trade  in  corn  is  different  from  all  others ;  it  is  an  open 
market.  The  fields  themselves  proclaim  dearth  or  abundance; 
and  those  who  contend,  that  a  supply  far  beyond  demand  is  not 
at  this  moment  the  cause  of  depressed  price,  must  prove*— that  its 
opposite  (scarcity)  would  not,  in  spite  of  taxation  and  currency, 
raise  it  again  to  a  remunerating  level.  And  I  may  remark  here, 
that  low  price  arising  from  abundance  of  produce,  upon  land  not 
more  than  equal  in  extent  to  an  average  supply  of  the  population, 
is  not  ruiuous,  but,  on  the  contrary,  profitable  to  the  farmer :  but 
if  it  arise  from  a  forced  system  of  culture  upon  lands  not  adapted 
to  the  growth  of  wheat ;  or  upon  an  excessive  extent  of  acres  un- 
der tillage ;  it  arises  then  from  a  system  which  the  agriculturists 
themselves  must  adjust;  for  themselves  are  in  such  case  the  au- 
thors of  their  own  evil. 

I  now  come  to  the  second  question  : — From  whatever  cause 
agricultural  depression  arises,  is  it  temporary,  and  promising  of 
relief? 

,  If.  all  the  ofiicial  returns  of  the  price  of  corn  for  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  are  examined ;  it  will  be  seen — that 
no  low  price  continued  long,  and  that  no  high  price  maintained  it- 
self 4 — and  this  principle  and  £act  are  to  be  found  under  a  variety 
of  circumstances: — under  a  state  of  almost  freedom  from  public 
debt,  and  of  immense  taxation— in  a  state  of  war,  in  a  state  of 
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peftce*--under  ameliorations  of  the  currency,  (as  in  the  time  of 
ICing  William  and  Mary)  and  under  the  later  substitution  of  a  pa« 
per  for  a  metallic  currency,  and  a  return  to  it — under  various  mo- 
llifications of  the  Corn  Laws,  whether  by  bounty  on  exportation, 
or  restrictive  import  duties ; — under  all  these  various  circumstan- 
ces and  impulses,  the  price  of  man's  subsistence  has  baffled  the 
ingenuity  of  the  legislature,  the  fine-spun  theory  of  the  political 
economist,  and  the  speculation  of  trade.  In  the  years  1706,  1707, 
1732,  and  1744,  (within  the  memory,  and  beyond  the  memory  of 
man,)  it  was  exactly  Ss.  6^/.  per  bushel.  In  1679^  1704,  1711, 
1740,  1758,.1771,  1782,  1794,  1803,  1816,  and  1820— in  all  this 
long  and  varied  period,  the  price  of  wheat  has  been  from  Ts.  to 
75*  6d* ;  and,  at  this  present  moment,  is  of  less  price  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  aso. 

The  contemplation  of  these  prices,  and  of  these  facts,  will,  1 
trust,  show — that  the  present  depression  is  one  of  the  moment — 
that  it  cannot  be  expected  to  last ;  and  I  hope,  that  both  despon- 
dency on  the  one  hand,  and  a  fictitious  adjustment  of  remedy  on 
the  other,  will,  on  the  present  occasion,  be  avoided. 

When  the  season  preceding  the  harvest  of  1822  appeared  to 
forebode  a  bad  crop,  was  there  not  a  dread  of  the  opening  of  the 
ports  to  foreign  shipments  i  Upon  such  a  thread,  then,  hangs  the 
alteration  from  low  to  high  price. 

The  irregular  course  .of  Nature,  which  is  wisely  intended  to 
keep  alive  hope,  and  to  perpetuate  a  spirit  of  industry,  will  (Be- 
lieve me,  beloved  countrymen !)  do  that  for  ypu  in  due  time,  which 
neither  speculative  writers  nor  artful  partisans  can  effect,  by  their 
theory  or  their  promises,  or  their  deceitful  remedies.  And  what  do  1 
strive  so  anxiously  to  lay  before  you  i  Why !  That  nothing  can  su- 
persede in  importance  the  trade  in*the  articles  of  human  subsistence. 
That  in  times  of  dearth,  their  price  does  and  will  force  itself  beyond 
all  the  bounds  of  fictitious  regulation  :  that  iu  opposition  to  this 
principle,  it  will,  in  abundant  times,  sink  below  its  possible  means 
of  production.  Between  these  two  extremes  is  to  be  found  ^'  the 
average  of  the  most  fluctuating  trade  in  the  habitable  world :"  and 
if  any  assert,  that  this  depression  is  more  than  temporary  ;  let  him 
produce,  within  these  hundred  and  fifty  years,  five  successive  years 
of  steady  and  unchanging  value  in  the  price  of  corn.  The  fourth 
year  is  now  in  progress.  Even  a  change  of  system  (according  to 
the  quality  of  the  soil)  from  3  to  4  field  husbandry,  or  from  4  to 
5,  or  from  5  to  6;  the  having  an  extra  fallow,  or  a  longer  laying 
of  the  clover  or  saintf<Hn  plant,  will  introduce  no  little  alteration 
in  the  balance  of  the  corn  market. 

I  may  now  be  allowed  to  submit — that  the  experience  of  the 
past  furnishes  hope  for  the  future;  and  that,  from  the  very  pursuit 
of  agriculture,  a  remedy  is  not  impossible. 
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I  come  DOW  to  tlie  tiiird  question  : — By  what  meafiSy  or  to  what 
system,  may  agriculture  look  for  relief 'f 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  in  the  immediately  preceding  ob- 
servations, may  serve  to  answer  this  query.  To  it  I  will  add — that 
no  means  can  be  so  efficacious  to  the  relief  of  agricultural  embar- 
rassmenty  and  no  system  so  sound,  as  a  perseverance  in  maintaio- 
ing  the  inviolability  of  public  credit^  and  in  the  support  of  the 
Sinli;ing  Fund — the  real  Sinking  Fund — not  one  applicable  to  the 
emergency  of  the  moment^  but  a  sacred  fund.  And  if  Emperors 
and  Kings  willy  in  an  amicable  mood^  have  a  Holy  Alliance  as 
preservative  of  peace,  let  England  have  **  her  sacred  fund"  as  pre- 
servative of  her  credit. 

Generally  speaking,  the  National  Debt  is  the  surplus  of  wealth, 
not  required  for  other  pursuits  either  of  commerce  or  landed  in- 
vestment. A  true  and  real,  and  unalienable  Sinking  Fund,  must 
every  year  throw  into  circulation  a  large  sum  of  money  seeking  a 
new  investment.  Heretofore,  the  money  laid  out  by  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Redeeming  the  National  Debt,  was  absorbed  by  new 
loans  ;  but  if  the  present  system  is  religiously  adhered  to,  it  cannot 
but  partially  be  so  re-invested.  If  re-investment  under  fresh  cir- 
cumstances is  carried  to  any  extent,  the  funds  must  rise,  and  interest 
fall,  in  proportion  as  they  reach  the  par  of  their  redeeming  price  ; ' 
the  funds  bearing  the  greater  rate  of  interest  will  then,  without  any 
convulsion*  sink  into  li  stock  of  lower  rate.  The  contest  for  in- 
vestment will  be,  between  funded  and  landed  property.  Land  for 
sale  may  be  expected  to  increase  gradually  in  the  number  of  years 
purchase ;  and  estates  for  mortgage  will  be  able  to  procure  pecu- 
niary advantages  at  a  decreasing  rate  of  interest.  These  results 
must  (1  should  think)  follow  the  gradual  dispersion  of  the  public 
debt,  by  means  of  a  Sinking  Fund. 

In  four  years  from  this  period,  the  sum  of  twenty  millions  of 
redeemed  debt  will  make  no  inconsiderable  difference  in  the  rela- 
tive value  of  landed  property.  If  incumbrances  are  then  required 
to  be  actually  discharged,  a  less  quantity  of  any  given  estate  will  do 
it ;  and  if  mortgages  are  required  to  be  created,  a  less  rate  of  in- 
terest will  be  taken.  Nor  wiU  this  be  ^  casual  operation,  if  the 
new  Sinking  Fund  is  preserved  under  all  circumstances. — That 
which  relieves  the  landlord  operates  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenant; 
and  so  vice  versd ;  for  both  interests  are  mutual.  I  may  rest  my 
argument  here ;  but  I  would  observe,  that  these  consequences  will 
not  be  done  away  even  in  a  state  of  war,  if  the  supplies  are  raised 
within  the  year:  but  if  a  system  of  loan  is  again  resorted  to,  then 
my  calculation  will  be  poised,  and  the  country  will  have  again  to 
originate  a  third  Sinking  Fund. 

4.  Can  agriculture  be  placed  permanently  upon  a  fooling  of  less 
uncertainty  of  fluctuation  ?  Permanently,  not — foi  it  has  been  seen, 
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how  completely  the  price  of  the  food  of  human  subsistence  bursts 
through^  or  retreats  beyond,  the  bounds  of  generally  influential 
causes  :  but  as  the  causes  become  more  and  more  apparent, 
some  alteration  of  remedy  may  possibly  be  found. 

The  price  of  food  is  a  tax  Upon  industry ;  that  which  we  are  com- 
pelled to  purchase,  we  desire  to  purchase  cheap : — ^but  cheap  is  a 
relative  term  ;  and  one  which  implies  profit  to  the  purchaser.  It 
does  not  however  always  follow,  that  to  sell  cheap  is  to  sell  at 
a  loss.  If  the  farmer  can  raise  cheap  corn,  it  must  be  in  favor  of 
the  manufacturer ;  but  to  be  able  to  do  so,  the  cost  of  its  raising 
must  be  as  unartiflcial  as  possible. 

If  ther6  existed  no  National  Debt,  which  introduces  a  fictitious 
state  of  commercial  dealing;  I  should  say,  ^^  throw  open  the  corn 
trade  to  the  whole  w'orld:"  but  if  the  growing  of  corn  is  to  con- 
tribute to  such  National  Debt,  it  must  be  protected  into  a  condi- 
tion to  do  so. 

The  natural  state  of  a  country  requires  that  corn  should  be 
cheap ;  the  artificial  state  of  this  country  requires  it  to  be  as  cheap 
as  possible;  and  the  great  desideratum  is,  to.  obtain  a  steady 
price. 

If  the  price  of  corn  is  cheap,  the  manufacturing  interests  can 
barter  their  goods  in  return  for  it,  at  a  more  reasonable  rate ;  be- 
cause the  capital  saved  in  the  price  of  labor  goes  to  increase  the 
stock  of  their  goods ;  and  they  make  more  at  a  less  rate  of  expense. 
If  corn  is  dear,  the  manufacturer  raises  the  price  of  his  goods  to 
pay  the  taxation  of  dear  corn  ;  and  generally  more  in  proportion 
than  the  difference  requires. 

When  corn  is  cheap,  (L  speak  of  a  cheapness  including  profit) 
the  farmer  has  a  greater  quantity  to  sell ;  and  24  bushels  an  acre 
at  6s.  are  better  than  l6  at  85. ;  for  though  he  has  more  labor  to 
pay  for  at  the  barn,  so  also  he  has  more  straw  with  which  to  make 
dung  for  his  next  crop. 

1  he  interest  of  the  agriculturist  is,  to  be  able  to  grow  cheap  ;  of 
the  manufacturer,  to  buy  cheap ;  and  in  the  barter  between  both, 
the  former  obtains  more  goods  for  his  cheap  corn  than  lie  would 
by  a  high  price. 

Bat  then  comes  the  question — Can  this,  under  existing  circum- 
stances be  done ;  and  what  is  at  the  same  time  a  remunerating 
price  to  the  farmer,  and  a  cheap  one  to  the  manufacturer?  To 
effect  this  nice  adjustment,  and  to  conquer  this  difficulty,  (the  diffi- 
culty of  ages,)  is  the  point  at  issue. 

The  agriculturists  in  1814,  applied  for,  and  gained  a  protecting 
price  up  to  8O5.  per  quarter  for  wheat,  and  for  other  grain  in  pro- 
portion. It  was  all  they  asked,  and  it  was  acceded  to  them.  But 
the  law  was  defective  in  this  ;  that  under  its  enactments,  a  rush  of 
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foreign  com  might  take  place,  and  such  a  quantity  be  instantane* 
ously  poured  in^  as  would  affect  the  price  for  several  successive 
years.  The  present  act  tends  greatly  to  remedy  this ;  and  by  a 
system  of  graduated  duties^  renders  importation  regular,  and  re- 
stores an  equilibrium  of  price.  But  there  still  remains  under  bond 
in  the  warehouses,  an  immense  stock  of  foreign  com ;  which  may 
be  brought  into  consumption  under  the  old  law  of  52  Geo.  III. 
cap.  0. 

J^ow  if  the  present  law  corrects  too  sudden  and  overpower- 
ii^  an  influx  of  foreign  com ;  still  it  is  counteracted  by  the  quan- 
tity  warehoused   under  the   former    act;   and  therefore  as  one 
'means  of  attaining  a  less  uncertainty  of  fluctuation ;  and  inasmuch 
as  the  price  of  com  is  not  cheap,  but  ruinously  low,  and  a  partial 
remedy  is  absolutely  necessary;  I  submit — Whether  it  might  not 
be  advisable  to  grant  a  freight  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  this 
foreign  corn,  and  so  unload  the  warehouses,  and  have  only  the 
new  corn  law  to  look  to  for  future  regulation  of  import. 
"    It  might  be  said — ''  grant  a  bounty  upon  com  of  home  growth!" 
But  that  would  be  a  remedy  of  indefinite  amount ;  and  introduce 
a  new  system.     Whereas,  the  other  would  act  as  a  bonus  under 
special  circumstances ;  and  not  to  be  converted  into  a  fundamental 
principle,  or  to  be  acted  upon  at  a  future  time  as  a  precedent. 

I  am  not  exactly  prepared  to  say  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
quantity  of  wheat  bonded  ;  possibly  800,000  bushels.  A  freight 
bounty  of  four  shillings  per  quarter  would  amount  to  twenty 
thousand  pounds.  This  sum  would  clear  out  the  warehouses  :  and 
as  it  is  said  of  retrenchment,  that  it  is  not  more  the  amount,  than 
the  principle  which  creates  confidence ;  so  in  this  case — I  think 
such  concession  to  the  agrfculturist  Would  at  least  relieve  that  de- 
pressed feeling  under  which  he  now  labors^  and  by  which  he  is  so 
disheartened. 

I  am  aware  how  dangerous  a  principle  it  is  to  repress  abundance; 
and  to  spurn  as  it  were  at  the  bounty  of  Providence — but  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  same  com  may  not  again  re-enter  the  ports 
of  England,  should  prices  rise ;  but  then  it  will  so  re-enter,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  new  corn  law  ;  whereas  it  hangs  now  as  an 
incubus  upon  agriculture — a  dead  weight  upon  its  hopes. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  subject  I  have  done  ;  having  confined  my- 
self to  the  question  of  sending  back  the  foreign  com.  But  in  dis- 
cussing the  many  remedies  proposed  by  others,  I  shall  have  an  op- 
1>ortunity  of  entering  into  the  subject  matter  of  ^^  the  peculiar  and 
ocal  taxation"  to  which  agricultiire  is  liable;  and  which  places  it 
in  an  unnatural  situation  as  to  the  other  great  interests  of  die  com- 
munity. 

In  examining  the  question  whether  the  many  remedies  propOseJ, 
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are  applicabh  or  not  to  the  relief  of  asricuUure ;  I  shall  have 
many  opportunities  of  alluding  to  irUemal  measures,  calculated  to 
place  it  upon  a  footing  of  less  fluctuation;  and  1  shall  rather  look 
to  the  proceedings  of  country  meetings  than  notice  the  variety  of 
publications  which  have  swarmed  upon  the  subject. 

The  county  of  Norfolk  may  possibly  feel  as  much  pressure, 
probably  more  than  any  other  county.  Its  system  of  agriculture 
IS  artificial ;  the  soil  ftself  does  little  towards  the  crop  ;  it  is  the 
expensive  system  of  tillage,  and  outlay  of  capital,  which  have  con- 
verted a  light  sand  into  clean  arable,  requiring  constant  expense 
and  unremitted  attention.  But  if  this  is  its  general  character,  no 
class  of  farmers  has  more  capability  of  bearing  up  against  a  casual 
depreciation.  Their  capital,  and  their  skill,  have  remunerated 
their  exertions ;  and  though  at  this  moment  they  are  not  subsist- 
ing or  paying  rent  out  of  profit,  they  are  doing  it  *^  out  of  wealth, 
created  by  agriculture  ;''  and  this  is  the  general  result  of  a  system, 
which  never  has  been,  can  be,  and  never  will  be,  any  other,  than 
of  an  average  nature. 

Upon  its  immediate  pressure ;  upon  its  alternation  of  success ; 
upon  its  cycle  of  depression,  a  very  suitable  experiment  has  been 
made.  Mr.  Coke  may  learn  from  the  result  of  the  late  county 
meeting  how  dangerous  it  is  to  turn  farmers  and  tenants  into  po- 
litical economists ;  and  may  begin  to  think,  the  union  of  politics 
and  agriculture  is  rather  of  an  unharmonious  nature.  But  having 
joined  hands,  he  is  now  able  to  appreciate  the  effect  of  an  union. 

I  will  waste  as  little  time  upon  that  meeting  as  possible ;  but 
will  merely  recount  the  remedies,  with  a  brief  observation  or  two 
upon  them.  The  remedies  proposed  were  of  two  kinds,  prospec- 
tive and  immediate — 


PROSPECTIVE    REMEDIES. 

1.  An  appropriation  of  part  of  the  public  property,  commonly 
called  Church  property,  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt. 

Public  property  is  here  evidently  intended  to  mean  ''  national 
property ;"  and  in  that  sense,  conveys  a  right  of  ownership,  and 
power  of  redemption.  I  deny  that  the  Church  property  is,  in  that 
sense,  public  property — I  assert  that  the  church  has  as  much  right 
to  her  estates  as  Mr.  Coke  to  his  own.  I  propose,  therefore, 
'*  that  part  of  Mr,  Coke's  property  be  appropriated  to  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  said  debt"  The  one  principle  is  as  just  as  the 
other. 

S.  A  reduction  of  the  standing  army,  including  staff,  barracks 
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and  colleges,  to  the  scale  of  expense^  as  low  as  that  of  the  army 
before  the  late  war. 

Agreed — provided  the  country  will  give  up  and  cede  the  pro- 
perty acquired  by  her  during  the  war^  with  all  its  mercantile  in- 
terests ;  and  which^  at  a  very  moderate  calculation,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

3.  A  total  abolition  of  all  sinecures,  pensions,  grants  and  emo- 
luments, fiot  merited  by  public  services. 

Agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  Tories — ^provided  Mr.  Coke  will 
consent  to  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  Whigs ;  and  the  Whigs  ratify 
the  contract. 

4.  *'  A  sale  of  numerous  public  estates,  commonly  called  Crown 
lands,  and  an  application  of  the  money  towardM  the  liquidation  of 
the  debt.*' 

The  Crown  lands,  which  can  hardly  now  be  so  called,  (they 
having  nothing  to  do  with  the  support  of  the  Crown)  froui  part  of 
the  public  revenue  of  the  state.  All  fines,  forfeitures,  rents  and 
renewals,  go  to  the  national  account;  and  subject  to  these  casual 
and  periodical  payments  are  private  property.  Jf  not  sold,  the 
Crown  lands  are  (if  1  may  use  the  term)  alienated. 

5.  *^  An  equitable  adjustment  with  regard  to  the  public  debt, 
and  also  with  regard  to  all  debts  and  contracts  between  man  and 
man/' 

As  to  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  national  debt,  the  term  is 
very  indefinite :— -paying  it  ofi*  is  an  equitable  adjustment ;  and  it 
is  in  subh  course: — as  between  man  ^nd  man,  those  to  whom 
debts  are  due,  contracted  before  1797,  in  a  metallic  currency,  may 
receive  payment  in  a  metallic  currency — those  who  borrowed  iu 
paper  money,  may  repay  in  paper  money,  or  gold  at  their  option— 
and  the  rate  of  interest  now  is  in  favor  of  the  borrower.  An  equi- 
table adjustment  has  also  taken  place,  by  the  fall  in  price  of  every 
article  of  commerce — and  by  a  great  decrease  of  taxation. 


IMMEDIATE    REMEDlBS. 

1.  "  To  suspend  by  law,  for  one  year,  all  distraints  for  rent, 
and  to  cause  distraints  to  be  set  aside  where  they  have  been  be- 
gun." 

That  is  ;  A.  cannot  pay  this  year  his  rent  of  500,  but  next  year 
he  will  be  able  to  pay  one  1000.  This  is  a  very  exhilarating 
prospect,  but  one  certainly  not  meant.  The  plain  English  is:  be- 
gin a  little  system  of  robbery,  and  let  us  see  where  it  will  end.  Or 
—sell  your  goods,  cheat  your  landlords,  and  transport  to  America. 

2.  **  To  suspend  all  process  for  tith^  for  the  same  period." 
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The  ground  is  now  so  very  unproductive^  that  there  is  hardly  a 
shock  of  grain  for  the  parson  to  put  his  bough  in ;  but  next  yetr 
there  will  be  double  crops: — delightful  anticipation  ! 

3.  To  suspend  for  the  same  period,  all  processes  arising  out  of 
mortgage,  bond,  annuity,  or  other  contract  affecting  house  or 
Und. 

That  is,  having  robbed  the  landlord  and  the  parson,  rob  one  ano- 
ther. 

4.  To  repeal  the  whole  of  the  tax  on  malt,  hops,  leather,  soap 
and  candles. 

That  is,  having  robbed  the  landlord,  the  parson,  and  one  ano-^ 
iher,  stop  the  dividend  of  the  fundholder. 

Was  there  ever  a  more  ignorant,  roguish  and  ruinous  system 
broached  P  this  too  called  a  system  of  remedy,  and  which  amounts 
to  this;  *' destroy  income,  and  spend  your  capital.^' — A  pretty  re- 
medy this,  truly  I 

It  would  be  extremely  indecent  to  comment  upon  any  petitions 
which  are  yet  to  be  presented  to  the  popular  branch  of  the  legis-^ 
lature ;  but  from  the  language  of  the  speakers  at  public  meetings, 
I  may  collect  the  list  of  causes  to  which  agricultural  embarrass-^ 
roent  is  referred ;  and  the  remedies  proposed  for  its  termination. 

In  moments  of  actual  distress,  it  is  very  seldom  but  that  the 
consequent  irritation  is  laid  hold  of  to  sanction  violent  measures 
which  promise  instant  remedy,  rather  than  adopt  a  slower  and 
more  efficacious  method,  requiring  the  burden  yet  to  be  borne,  but 
promising  of  eventual  and  effectual  alleviation. 

Those  who  couple  politics  with  agriculture  mix.  up  with  it  such 
terms — as  arbitrary  government,  enormous  and  uncontroulled  ex-^ 
penditure,  unfortunate  wars,  profligate  confusion  and  corruption^ 
inconsistent  and  contradictory  expedients,  subserviency  of  public 
men  to  the  minister  of  the  day,  and  silent  revolution  steadily  pro- 
ceeding to  its  consummation,  necessity  of  reform. 

These  are  the  clap-traps  of  party ;  they  have  been  in  the  con- 
stant use  of  the  opponents  of  every  administration  from  the  days 
of  the  revolution  to  the  present  moment ;  they  are  words  of  course, 
made  useful  as  preludes  to  propositions,  which  otherwise  without 
such  high  seasoning  ^  would  never  be  forced  upon  men's  judg- 
ments. 

But  those  who  acknowledge  the  existence  of  agricultural  dis- 
tress, and  seek  not  to  make  it  the  hobby-horse  of  disaffection,  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  questions,  of  national  debt,  currency,  taxa- 
tion, poor  rates,  and  tithes;  and  to  these  1  will  restrain  my  further 
observations. 

As  a  boon  to,  not  as  a  principle  in  favor  of  the  landed  interest, 
1  have  already  stated ;  that  if  the  foreign  wheat  now  bonded  under 
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the  old  act|  could  be  sent  back  upon  a  small  freight-bountj,  it 
might  tend  to  remove  one  cause  of  obstruction  to  a  fair  equilibrium 
of  price ; — for  the  present  existing  power  of  introducing  that  rush 
of  quantity  into  the  markets,  would  affect  the  price  for  two  years  in 
ordinary  seasons ;  and  would  by  that  period  prolong  the  present 
pressure,  by  throwing  into  private  warehouses  a  quantity  of  grsua 
unrestricted  as  to  its  period  or  proportion  of  supply. 

1  am  aware  that  the  cry  would  be  raised,  that  such  a  plan  was 
intended  to  make  com  dear:  but  what  are  the  manufacturing  or 
retail  interests  to  do,  if  the  landlords  and  tenants  have  no  surplus 
to  expend  with  them  for  their  commodities  ?  If  they  are  so  re- 
stricted in  their  means,  as  to  be  able  to  purchase  the  necessaries 
only,  and  none  of  the  comforts  of  life ;  com  is  then  too  low,  even 
for  the  interests  of  the  manufacturer  and  the  retail  trader ;  and  is 
so  at  this  moment. 

A  partial  remedy  is  therefore  in  the  first  place  wanted ;  and 
next,  an  approach  to  some  system  which  may  turn  the  past  into  a 
lesson  of  instruction.  I  repeat  therefore,  that  the  re-shipment  of 
this  particular  quantity  of  foreign  corn  would  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  bonus,  and  not  as  an  adopted  principle. 

Of  the  National  Debt,  and  of  taxation,  I  have  already  said 
something.  Of  taxation,  specially  affecting  agriculture  in  the 
form  of  poor  and  county  rates,  and  of  tithes,  I  shall  hereafter  ob- 
serve. 

As  to  currency ;  I  fear  that  the  agriculturists  do  not  see  tliei# 
interests  clearly ;  that  they  look  back  to  the  past,  and  sigh  for  com 
«t  12s.  or  14$.  paid  in  paper,  and  forget  that  it  was  no  benefit  to ' 
them:  they  almost  wholly  overlook  the  great  advantage  to  be  even- 
tually derived  from  Mr.  Peel's  bill. 

Do  they  call  the  Bank  note  depreciated,  when  on  one  Monday 
ihey  shall  in  Mark  Lane  receive  SOL  for  100  bushels  of  corn  ;  and 
when  supply  has  ceased  to  glut  the  market,  on  the  following  week, 
they  may  receive  for  the  same  quantity  40/.  ?  Will  they  call  the 
Bank  note  depreciated  then,  because  what  in  one  week  was  paid 
for  in  three  lOL  Bank  notes,  shall  in  the  following  week  require 
four  similar  notes  ?  Because  it  is  upon  this  principle  mainly  tliat 
the  argument  of  depreciation  is  carried  on;  namely,  that  the  mo- 
ment the  power  of  the  Bank  note  is  lessened  in  purchase  it  then  be- 
comes depreciated.  Thus  political  economists  would  argue  the 
Bank  note  is  depreciated  93  per  cent. ;  because  one  week  lOO 
bushels  of  com  were  bought  for  SO/.,  which  afterwards  required 
40/.  for  the  same  transaction. 

But  then  it  will  be  said ;  the  Bank  note  now  is  payable  in  coin. 
Change  it  to  payment  in  sovereigns,  and  what  is  the  difference  f 
None.  The  Bank  note  when  not  denmiidable  in  coin,  had  the  same 
powers,  the  same  properties,  the  same  principle  of  conversion. 
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Let  me  adduce  a  case  in  point.  In  1813  the  average  of  wheat 
w'as  1085.  9^.^  I  will  say  108$. ;  one  hundred  bushels  would  cost 
54/.  In  the  following  year  of  18 14,  it  was  exactly  735.  \\d.  I.  will 
call  it  745. ;  then  the  hundred  bushels  would  cost  37/. 

Is  the  difference  between  the  54/.  and  the  37/r  a  difference  of 
depreciation,  or  of  supply  and  demand,  which  constitute  price  i 

But  I  shall  be  possibly  told,  that  there  was  an  amount  or 
certain  portion  of  depreciation  in  both  transactions..  But  gold  in 
1813  was  5/.  4$.  per  ounce,  and  in  1814  4/.  155.  8^.  So  that  one 
hundred  pounds  in  Bank  notes  would  buy  more  gold  in  1814  than 
it  would  in  the  preceding  year,  and  more  corn ;  and  in  addition  to 
this,  there  was  in  1814  (when  gold  was  lower)  an  issue  of  about 
three  millions  more  of  Bank  notes  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
when  gold  was  dearer. 

Yet  the  clamorers  about 'a  depreciated  currency,  and  the  ill 
effects  of  a  sudden  return  to  a  metallic  one,  tell  us,  '^  that  the 
greater  the  quantity  of  Bank  notes  issued,  the  higher  would  gol(| 
rise;"  as  if  Bank  notes  and  gold  were  always  fighting  for  the 
mastery  of  one  over  the  other.  Now  the  instances  of  the  two  yeara 
just  adduced  prove  the  contrary.  Let  us  take  1813,  a  period  of 
six  years  before  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  and  1819,  the  very  year  of  its  en- 
actment. In  1813  the  price  of  gold  was  5/.  l5. 6c/.  per  oz.,  and 
the  Bank  issues  23,g39|693/.  In  1819  the  price  of  gold  was 
4/.  25.  6J.,  and  the  Bank  issues  were  £5,794>460/.  So  that  in 
1813,  when  the  issue  of  the  Bank  was  the  less,  it  required  more  of 
their  notes  to  purchase  ten  ounces  of  gold;  and  in  1819>  when 
their  issue  was  increased,  it  required  less  of  their  notes  to  purchase 
a  like  quantity  of  gold.  .; 

But  there  are  some  of  a  bewildered  imagination,  and  giddy 
with  the  unexpected  height  to  which  a  lucky  hit  has  exalted  them ; 
who  tell  us — that  the  Bank  of  £ngland  can,  by  the  management 
of  its  issues,  affect  the  price  of  gold,  and  either  raise  or  depress  it 
at  its  pleasure,  according  as  it  adopts  this  or  that  system. 

When  evidence  was  taken  in  the  Bullion  Committee  of  1810, 
under  the  management  of  the  alarmists,  what  said  the  Bank  Bro- 
ker, Mr.  A«  A.  Goldsmid  i  He  was  asked,  *^  Whether  he  had 
remarked,  that  as  the  quantity  of  Bank  notes  increased,  gold  got 
proportionally  dearer?"  To  which  he  replied — Not  perceiving 
that  the  increase  of  Bank  notes  has  any  connection  zmth,  or  in^ 
Jiuejjce  upon  the  price  of  gold;  we  have  paid  no  attention  to  that 
subject.  And  upon  the  same  occasion,  the  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  Bank  Directors  stated,  that,  they  never  regulated 
their  discounts  by  a  reference  to  the  foreign  exchanges,  which  are 
dependant  upon  the  value  of  the  precious  metals ;  except  that  they 
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refused  to  discount  for  those,  whom  they  knew  or  suspected,  to  be 
engaged  in  the  export  of  gold  coin. 

This  may  be  called  interested  evidence,  yet  it  was  given  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  and  before  a  committee  of  men  of  all  parties. 
And  what  is  the  result  of  all  the  documents  which  have  appeared 
upon  the  subject  i  Why  !  A  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  dieir 
testimony. 

Failing  then  to  establish  a  sympathy,  or  connection  between 
Bank  paper  and  gold,  or  between  Bank  notes  and  foreign  ex- 
cbangeSy  what  other  cause  could  have  extended  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  of  England  ?  Nothing  more  or  less,  depend  upon  it !  than 
the  extension  of  British  trade.  Every  rise  in  the  price  of  commo- 
dities required  a  greater  circulating  medium ;  every  fail  in  the 
same  contracted  it :  prices  are  now  fallen,  and  the  issues  of  circu- 
lating medium  are  consequently  narrowed.  Let  them  again  ad- 
vance, and  the  issue  of  the  circulating  medium  will  meet  their 
demands. 

I  may  be  told,  that  it  is  not  so  much  the  return  from  a  paper 
to  a  metallic  currency,  as  the  suddenness  of  it,  which  has  created 
the  mischief,  in  reply,  1  must  again  refer  to  the  state  of  (he 
Bank  issues  in  18 19.  Gold  for  the  three  previous  years  bad 
averaged  about  4/.  per  oz. ;  now,  without  acceding  to  the  doctrine 
that  the  Bank  issues  regulated  the  price  of  gold,  or  the  price  o( 
gold  affected  the  adiount  of  the  Bank  issues ;  it  so  happened^  that 
an  approach  of  gold  to  the  mint  price  (by  which  our  coin  is  regu- 
lated) had  arrived  to  within  four  per  cent.  If  therefore  there  was 
any  connection,  the  Bank  note  of  one  hundred  pounds  would  at 
least  purchase  ninety-six  pounds  worth  of  bullion. 

And  can  the  difficulty  of  ilie  agricultural  interest  be  attributed 
to  a  difference  of  value  or  of  depreciation,  so  slight  as  four  per 
cent.?  Does  the  success  of  agriculture,  its  florishing  or  despond- 
ing state,  depend  upon  such  a  thread  i — Impossible. 

1  can  very  readily  imagine  that  the  idea  of  a  depreciation  of  the 
Bank  note  has  obtained  more  generally  in  the  country  than  in 
London,  and  for  this  reason ;  the  Banking  establishments  in  the 
country  were  greatly  carried  on  upon  a  very  different  footing  to 
that  of '^  The  Bank.''  In  the  country,  the  Bankers  entered  into 
private  speculations,  and  created  notes  for  their  own  purchases :  if  the 
deposits  of  others  came  in  in  time  to  meet  their  circulation,  or  they 
could  obtain  money  upon  mortgage,  all  was  well — but  failing  to  do 
either,  they  stopped  payment.  The  paper  of  the  country  banks  was 
ikpreciftted. 

But  ^*  the  Bank"  was  always,  and  is  strictly,  ^^a  Bank  of  depo- 
sit, and  returnable  issue  ;'^  and  the  mode  of  its  business  was  in 
principle  like  that  of  a  mine.  A  surplus  of  circulation  returned 
upon  the  Bank  her  issues ;  and  in  the  transactions  of  •  two  monihs; 
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**  the  Bank*'  could  judge,  whether  trade  was  in  a  fictitious  state  of 
currency,  or  carrying  on  in  a  bond  Jide  manner.  Besides,  the 
ready  resource  for  surplus  capital  which  the  funds  afforded,  greatly 
tended  to  keep  circulation  within  wholesome  bounds. 

When  in  1797  the  retriction  act  took  place,  it  would  devolve 
upon  the  Bank  to  supply  the  hiatus  of  circulation  which  would 
occur  in  coin.  In  subsequent  years,  did  or  did  not  the  trade  of 
England  increase  ?  If  it  did  (as  it  is  a  position  few  will  deny) 
then  the  circulating  medium  must  necessarily  have  expanded  to 
meet  such  increase  of  trade.  But  as  far  as  ^*  the  Bank''  is  con- 
cerned, the  documents  laid  before  Parliament  and  the  public  do 
not  show  a  greater  amount  of  issue  of  Bank  notes  only,  than 
would  have  taken  place  of  Bank  notes  and  coin.  If  the  issues  of 
the  Bank  supplied  the  place,  and  no  more,  of  the  coin  which  had 
absconded  ;  how  could  it  then  be  said  that  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
was  depreciated  f  Depreciation,  which  is  a  fashionable  word, 
for  *^  fall  in  price,'*  arises  from  excess  of  supply  or  want  of  de- 
mand. 

At  this  moment,  about  fifteen  millions  of  gold  have  been  coined 
and  issued  from  the  Mint.  In  17J>7  the  average  of  the  Bank 
isaues  in  notes  was  about  eleven  millions,  acconxpanied  by  a  me- 
tallic currency.  Now  the  issue  of  <^  the  Bank"  (all  her  small  notes 
being  called  in)  is  nearly  twenty  millions,  accompanied  with  a 
greater  proportion  of  gold  coin  than  in  1797;  being  an  excess 
nearly  ten  millions.  Yet  this  supply  produces  no  depreciation, 
because  it  is  not  an  excess  beyond  the  demands  of  trade.  Had 
the  note  of  the  bank  then  really  been  depreciated,  its  issues  would 
on  the  return  of  cash  payments  assimilate  to  the  standard  of  >797  ; 
but  diey  are  almost  double  in  the  midst  of  a  metallic  circulation. 

I  should  say  upon  these  various  facts,  (for  1  have  been  stating 
rather  facts  than  arguments,)  that  the  pleas  of  a  sudden  return  to 
cash  payments;  or  a  depreciation  of  currency;  or  the  adjustment 
of  old  contracts  between  debtor  and  creditor ;  will  not  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  stand  the  test  of  sound  reasoning  or  reference  to  dis- 
interested data.  He  who  borrowed  before  1797  in  coin,  may  pay 
back  in  18£S  in  coin ;  he  who  lent  in  1797^  may  be  repaid  in  1823 
with  the  same  metal.  Is  this  adjustment  or  not  ?  Is  this  a 
return  to  the  old  system  or  not  ?  1  suspect  **  the  political  econo- 
mist politicians"  want  to  perpetuate  the  reign  of  that  despicable 
thing  called  a  depreciated  Bank  note. 

I  may  be  allowed  here  to  recount  an  anecdote  of  a  transaction, 
which  ([  hear)  took  place  a  little  while  ago  at  the  Bank.  A 
countryman  went  to  receive  his  dividends :  they  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  pounds-^-I'll  ha'  it  all  in  gold,  (speaking  to 
the  cashier)  if  you  please,  sir !  ^  It  was  counted  out  to  him.  Youll 
lend  me  a  bag  to  carry  it  awa',  wont  ye  ?    My  business  (said  the 
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cashier)  is  only  to  pay  you.  Nay,  but  ye'U  lend  me  a  bag,  or  dse 
how  shall  I  canr'  it  awa  ?  I  don't  find  bags,  said  the  cashier.  The 
countryman  began  to  fill  his  pockets ;  they  would  not  Hold  his 
money.  Here,  sir,  take  back  your  money,  andgi'  I  notes  if  yoa^ 
please.  I  have  paid  your  dividend  as  you  wished,  I  cannot  (slud 
the  cashier)  change  it.  Well  then,  will  ye  watch  the  money  till 
I  gets  a  coach  i  1  have  other  business  (said  the  cashier,)  to  attend 
to.  However,  a  Bank-porter  was  dispatched  for  a  coach,  and  the 
countryman  was  helped  to  a  bag,  to  carry  away  his  dividend ;  ia 
the  demanding  which  in  gold  he  thought  he  was  a  second  Lord 
King. 

For  thirty  years  past,  from  179^  to  1821,  (bodi  inclusive)  the 
average  of  com  imported,  after  deducting  the  amount  of  exports, 
was  about  460,000  quarters ;  and  during  the  whole  of  tbat  peri- 
od, when  in  one  year  that  average  has  been  exceeded,  it  has  not 
recovered  itself  for  two  or  three  years.  In  1797  the  excess  of 
import  was  854,9^>  and  it  did  not  recover  itself  till  1801  ;  when 
in  that,  and  in  the  following  year,  it  was  nearly  trebled.  In  1806 
it  again  began  to  increase ;  and  in  1811  it  again  was  nearly  tre- 
bled. In  1815  it  exceeded  the  average  by  about  ^th ;  but  on  the 
following  year,  this  country  had  a  small  excess  of  export.  Hie 
years  1818,  1819^  18£0,  and  1821,  are  the  only  years  of  successive 
excess  of  importation  which  have  occurred  in  diis  period ;  and  of 
this  Irish,  or  foreign  com  passed  for  Irish,  has  formed  the  greater 
part.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  this  over  supply,  coupled  with 
the  foreign  grain  in  the  bonded  warehouse,  must  give  the  consumer 
an  advantage  over  the  grower.  It  will  be  seen,  that  nearly  in  four 
years,  an  occasional  pressure  of  supply  is  felt,  (with  the  exception 
of  the  last  instance,  the  principal  cause  of  agricultural  embarrass- 
ment,) and  I  see  no  obstacle  to  the  same  enect  of  season  again 
taking  place.  I  believe  the  depression  to  be  temporary ;  but  any 
alteration  in  the  system  of  legislation,  which  promises  to  produce  a 
less  uncertainty  of  fluctuation,  is  most  advisable. 

I  cannot  admit  that  the  taxation  of  the  State  presses  with  an 
undue  or  disproportionate  weight  upon  agri(:ulture  ;  for  when  the 
price  of  grain  rises,  (and  it  will  rise)  taxation  will  not  follow  in  an 
increasing  ratio  :  if,  therefore,  it  is  now  felt,  the  time  is  coming 
when  that  pressure  \vill  be  removed.  It  has  been  thought  by 
some,  that  the  imposition  of  a  property  tax,  in  lieu  of  the  assessed 
taxes,  and  of  the  malt  [or  other  exciseable  duties,  would  relieve 
certain  classes  of  the  community,  reach  the  dividends  of  the  fund- 
holder,  and  the  income  of  the  absentees.  Had  the  property  tax 
never  been  repealed ;  some  such  arrangement  might  have  taken 
place^  and  probably  would  have  taken  place  ;  but,  in  themselves, 
the  assessed  taxes  are  a  species  of  property  tax,  well  arranged,  and 
ready  of  collection ;  and  the  malt  duty  is  a  growing  duty.    The 
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abandonment  of  die  malt  duty  in  toto,  would  not  rf|ise  the  price  of 
barley,  which  is  materially  regulated  by  wheat ;  for  if  it  encouraged 
its  growth,  it  would  increase  the  quantity^  and  soon  equipoise  any 
iounediate  rise  of  price  which  might  take  place  on  the  first  aban- 
donment of  the  duty.  A  non-imposition  of  duty  on  malt  would 
not  act  to  raise  the  price  of  barley,  but  to  make  beer  cheaper. 

In  all  articles  of  consumption  liable  to  excise,  the  whole  com- 
munity is  upon  an  equality ;  therefore  as  to  exemption  on  that 
score,  neither  interest  can  claim  what  must  not  consequently  be 
granted  to  the  other. 

I  come  now  to  local  taxation — in  the  shape  of  poor's  rates, 
highways,  and  county  rates. 

The  forty-third  of  Elizabeth  (in  whose  reign  there  was  no 
public  debt)  clearly  points  to  every  species  of  then  existing  pro- 
perty as  being  liable  to  contribution  for  the  poor's  rate ;  and  I 
believe  it  has  been  decided,  thaf  property  in  the  public,  funds  may 
be  rated  to  the  poor;  but  whether  that  principle  can  be  carried 
beyond  the  assessing  of  an  inhabitant  of  the  parish  in  which  the  di-^ 
vidend  becomes  payable^  is  a  matter  of  considerable  doubt.  The 
act  of  Elizabeth  contemplated  the  education  of  the  youngs  the 
support  of  the  impotent,  and  the  employment  of  the  idle. 

The  Poor  Laws,  general  throughout  England  and  Wales,  are 
carried  into  effect  upon  a  principle  of  locality;  namely — ^'that 
those  who  make  the  poor  shall  support  the  poor/'  But  even  this 
l^rinciple  may  be  legally  broken  through,  and,  under  special  cir- 
cumstances, an  adjoining  parish  be  called  upon  to  contribute  to 
Uie  relief  of  the  neighbouring  poor. 

The  principle,  ^'  that  those  who  make  the  poor  shall  maintain 
the  poor,"  is  in  many  instances  wrong,  for  the  increase  of  poor  is 
a  proof  of  increasing  poverty;  and  to  make  the  cause  contribute  to 
the  disease,  is  an  anomaly  not  easily  reconciled. 

I  should  submit,  that  ^^  property  should  maintain  the  poor,  and  ,• 
not  locality." 

In  altermg  the  system  of  the  Poor's  Law,  both  as  to  its  mode  of  ' 
support  and  means  of  collection,  one  point  must  be  religiously 
preserved ;  namely — ^'  that  the  poor  themselves  shall  not  be  placed 
in  a  worse  situation,  or  be  entitled  to  less  consideration  than  at 
this  moment."  I  would  rather  conciliate  the  poor  into  better 
babits,  than  add  a  severer  system  of  legislation  to  the  one  by  which 
they  are  now  governed. 

Great  as  appear  the  difficulties  of  the  task,  they  shrink  much 
before  the  species  of  regulation  which  is  already  in  activity. 

In  the  first  place,  there  exists  an  unpaid  magistracy,  capable  and 
willing  to  take  upon  themselves  the  honorable  trouble  of  aiding 
Md  assisting  in  carrying  into  effect  any  new  arrangement  which 
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Parliament  may  sanction.    Tbere  is  already  very  generally  m  op^ 
ration,  a  system  of  select  vestries  and  asustant  overseers* 

With  the  fundamentals  of  the  Poor /Laws  ttpere  needs  no  inter* 
ference ;  but  the  magistrates,  the  select  vestries,  and  the  assistant 
overseers,  may  all  be  made  additionally  useful.  It  is  to  bring 
these  into  one  system  of  action,  and  mode  of  management,  that  I 
should  propose  an  alteration. 

Select  vestries  should  be  general;  but  parishes  fbould  be  nni*' 
versally  united  to  such  an  extent,  as  to  render  i(t  beneficial  to 
appoint  and  pay  an  assistant  overseer. 

These  select  vestries  should  report  at  certain  times,  to  one  or 
two  magistrates,  according  to  the  divisions  of  the  county ;  which 
magistrate  should  be  chosen  by  the  Bench  at  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
and  be  remunerated* 

These  inspecting  magistrates  should  report  to  a  Board  in 
London,  formed  of  five  Commissioners,  of  whom  the  Secretary  of, 
State  for  the  Home  Department  should  always  be  chairman,  wift^ 
a  deputy.  Such  Board  in  London  should  decide  all  points  con- 
nected with  the  poor-«-have  power  to  advance  money  for  puUio 
works,  productive  of  employment — loans  to  encourage  industry, 
and  prevent  pauperism — aid  colonis^ation — superintend  Savingt 
Banks — and  prevent  mendicity. 

From  this  Board  a  report  to  Parliament  should  be  annudly 
made. 

The  principle  of  renaoval  should  be  altered.  If  a  pauper  has 
hijoiself  removed  from  his  parish,  he  shall  not  claim  to  be^^  sent 
back  to  his  parish ;  but  either  remain  where  be  is,  or,  having  bim*' 
self  migrated,  may  be  sent  where  labour  is  wanted,  under  the 
order  of  the  public  Board,  whose  correspondence  with  the  acting 
magistrates  will  always  enable  it  to  know  the  state  of  the  popu^ 
lation  and  the  local  demand  for  labour.  No  resident  pauper,  not 
having  migrated,  shall  be  moved. 

This  alteration  of  the  principle  of  removal  will  dave  to  the  comn 
ties  an  expense  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  'y-^less  about  fifty  thousand,  which  the  establishment  of  a 
public  Board  and  corresponding  magistrates  would  cost.       . 

But  as  the  principle  of  location  will  be  materiidly  altered,  so 
must  the  principle  of  the  collection  of  the  rate. 

^s  the  Board  would  be  a  board  of  inquiry,  through  the  c6a»^' 
sponding  magistrates ;  so  a  new  act  might  empower  an  extra  as»: 
sessment,  as  by  way  of  fine,  upon  any  parish  neglecting  to  obey 
its  orders,  and  having  more  poor  in  proporticm  to  its  extent,  and. 
in  comparison  with  others  similarly  situaled. 

1  should  propose  to  abolish  the  poor's  rate,  and  raise  the  reqid- 
site  amount  by  assessed  taxes ;  and  to  include  ia  the  rate  iohahi^. 
taut  lodgers,  and  the  houses  of  absentees. 
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The  general  principk  of  the  public  Board  should  be — to  direct 
employment  to  all  who  are  able-bodied  ;  to  support  the  young  and 
the  aged  and  the  impotent ; — to  encourage  the  children  of  those 
who  did  not  marry  till  30  years  of  age ;  and,  in  all  cases  of  actual 
relief^  to  find  out  what  relations  the  pauper  had^  within  a  certaih 
degree  of  affinity,  and  call  upon  them-  to  contribute  (if  ilble)  to 
the  support  of  th^r  own  kindred ;  and  in  such  i^ases,  to  contribute 
to  no  other. 

From  such  a  Board  general  circulars  would  issue,  by  vhich 
important  facts  would  be  easily  ascertained,  important  regulations 
be  simultaneously  carried  into  effect,  and  pauperism  be  half  anni- 
hilated.    Not  a  beggar  should  have  existence. 

The  apportionment  of  succour,  with  reference  to  casual  want, 
would  be  immediate ;  but  the  principle  on  which  it  should  be 
granted  would  be  defined.  The  accounts  would  pass  the  ordeal 
of  a  public  Board,  after  they  had  pa98ed  through  the  inspection  of 
the  corresponding  magistrates,  and  the  review  of  the  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, if  the  latter  was  necessary  at  all.  And  by  paying  the  acting 
overseers,  not  wholly  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  rate,  but 
partly  in  the  ratio  of  its  diminution,  a  wasteful  application  of  fundii 
would  be  materially  checked. 

I  throw  out  this  arrangement,  as  furni^ing  means  of  conside- 
ration. Certain  it  is,  that  the  poor's  rate  does  impoverish  the  far- 
mer ;  and  if  it  be  objected,  that  to  be  rated  to  a  double  amount  of 
assessed  taxes  would  press  on  other  classes  as  hard  a&  the  present 
system  does  upon  the  farmers;  I  can  only  reply — that  it  would  b^ 
repaid  to  them  in  a  better  regulated  average  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf.  For  in  this  country  of  mixed  interests,  it  is  the  balance  of 
expenditure,  and  not  the  dearness  of  one  article,  and  the  cheapnesii 
of  another,  which  should  be  looked  upon  steadily. 

In  some  countries  living  and  house-rent  are  cheap,  and  clothes 
•  dear.  In  others  the  former  are  dear^  and  the  latter  cheap.  All 
countries  have  some  connnodity  or  manufacture  which  soil  and 
circumstance  enable  them  to  produce  at  less  rate  than  any  other 
competitor  can.  The  coal  and  machinery  of  this  country  set  all 
rivalship  at  defiance. 

Compare  the  poor  of  England  with  that  of  any  other  in  the 
worW.  The  balance  of  comfort  is  paramount  in  their  favor :  and 
at  this  present  moment  such  is  tlie  state  of,  and  demand  hr  la- 
bor^ (its  price  not  being  lowered  in  ratio  to  the  means  of  subsis* 
tence,)  that  a  general  peace  and  harmony  exist  among  the  lower, 
but  valuable  orders  of  society. 

England  dught  not  to  have  a  beggar  within  her  forty  counties, 
or  a  pauper  having  strength  to  work. 

To  the  same  Board  county  rates  might  be  referred ;  because. 
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as   sources  of    labor  and  emplovment^   bridgesi  and  roads,  and 
prisons^  would  come  under  its  influence. 

Some  have  argued^  that  upon  the  principle  of  the  act  of  Eliza- 
beth;  a  direct  property-tax  is  the  fairest  mode  of  raising  a  poor'a 
rate :  intending,  no  doubt,  that  the  public  funds  should  be  brought 
in,  in  aid  of  its  collection.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  Aat 
the  poor  laws  are  local  as  to  England  and  Wales.  To  found  a 
rate  upon  property  including  the  funds,  would  be  impracticable 
in  execution ;  oecause  such  part  as  belonged  to  Foreigners,  Colo- 
nists, Irish  and  Scotch,  is  not  liable,  and  must  be  separated :  aa 
operation  so  full  of  confusion,  and  so  productive  of  evasion,  that 
the  mode  would  fail. 

Now  by  taking  the  assessed  taxes  as  a  guide,  property  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  is  rated,  and  rated  too  upon  an  equitable  principle;  a 
scale  of  allowances  being  already  in  existence  and  operation,  in 
favor  of  manufacturing  establishments,  where  the  space  and  extent 
of  window  is  too  great  to  be  wholly  charged  upon  the  general 
computation.  By  making  lodgers  liable  in  certain  cases,  thou- 
sands would  be  brought  to  contribute  who  live  upon  income  widi- 
out  the  paym^t  of  one  direct  tax.  Too  many  have  recourse  to 
lodgings  for  the  very  purpose  of  avoiding  taxation. 

To  those  who  argue  that  this  partial  shifting  of  the  burden  of 
the  poor's  rate,  from  land. to  property  in  general,  would  be  injurit- 
ous,  I  would  reply — that  what  tends  to  equalise  will^so  promote 
an  average ;  and  by  removing  from  agriculture  one  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  complains  of  depression,  you  remove  also  one  cause 
of  very  high  price.  And  if  upon  the  amount  of  the  baker's  bill  in 
a  year,  a  family  having  children  procures  an  advantage  of.  dO  per 
cent.,  (which  I  think  would  be  the  case)  it  would  leave  a  profit 
upon  the  rate  of  assessment,  and  in  favor  of  the  consumers  of 
bread. 

I  have  suggested  the  principles;  there  are  many  minor  details, 
to  which  a  longer  discussion  would  lead ;  but  this  is  not  the  moment 
for  entering  upon  minutiae. 

1  come  now  to  the  question  of  Tithes.  The  same  principle 
upon  which  I  defend  the  property  of  the  public  creditor  I  extend 
to  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  Church — a  right  of  legal 
possession.  The  same  principle  which  secures  to  the  landholder 
the  fee-simple  of  his  estate  has,  by  a  prior  existence,  given  to  him 
only  nine-tenths  of  such  property.  lie  purchases  under  an  existing 
covenant  to  the  Church,  that  he  shall  till  for  her  one-tenth  of  the 
soil,  and  his  purchase  money  is  regulated  accordingly.  That  which 
he  has  never  bought  he  has  no  right  to  alienate  or  claim.    . 

The  Church  property  is  not  public  or  national  prop^ty.  It 
belongs  to  the  Crown,  (to  whom  it  is  of  no  further  advantage  than 
as   a   means   of  rewarding  or  favoring  ecclesiastical  meHt,)  to 
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Colleges,  Corporations,  and  (in  a  much  greater  extent)  to  private 
individuals.  By  private  individuals,  and  by  no  others,  is  it,  or  can 
Church  preferment  be  mad^,  a  matter  of  traffic ; — a  practice 
scandalous  in  itself,  but  the  odium  of  which  rests  only  upon  those 
^vho  practise  it :  it  is  against  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  law ; 
yet  it  is  not  half  so  obnoxious  as  the  bmlding  and  hiring  out  for 
profit  of  dissenting  meeting-houses.  Notwithstanding  this  principle 
of  strict  legal  possession,  I  do  think,  that  the  enlightened  spirit 
of  the  age,  the  wishes  of  no  small  part  of  the  clergy  themselves, 
and  the  changes  in  society  which  have  been  produced  by  a  National 
Debt,  conspire  to  render  the  commuti|tipn  of  the  tithes  of  the  clergy 
an  object  of  preponderating  importance. 

And  to  these  influences  I  would  add,  that  I  most  sincerely  and 
conscientiously  believe  that  such  a  measure,  if  it  can  be  brought 
about,  would  tend  more  to  the  security  of  the  religion  of  the  »tate, 
to  its  internal  harmony,  and  to  check  the  progress  of  schism  and 
secession,  than  any  other  circumstance  which  could  possibly 
happen. , 

My  Secretary,  upon  this  occasion,  knows  intimately  and  deter- 
minately  the  plan  which  I  should  adopt.  At  present  it  will  suffice 
to  give  the  outline  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  should  be  con- 
ducted, and  to  suggest,  that  it  is  a  measure  which  can  only  be 
temperately,  safely,  and  effectually  debated  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  mean,  that  societies  formed  for  the  furtherance  of  such 
a  measure  would  proceed  from  sectarians  and  be  founded  upon 
principles  of  hostility ;  end  in  nothing,  and  produce  public 
irritation,  possibly  commotion.  In  the  House  of  Commons  the 
measure  would  be  proposed  and  met  by  its  friends  and  opponents, 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  country,  and  upon  motives  which,  if 
erroneous,  wpcdd  be  open  to  instant  detection. 

I  therefore  submit  the  following  propositions  : 

1.  That  tithe  is  inherent  in  tlie  soil,  and  is  acknowledged  and 
protected  as  property  by  the  law  of  the  realm. 

2.  That  land  is  purchased  and  leased,  with  a  full  knowledge 
of  this  inherent  and  primitive  right. 

3.  That  tithe  is  an  endowment  in  perpetuity  to  the  Church  as  an 
establishment ;  but  of  lifehold.  occupation,  as  to  its  immediate 
produce*' 

4.  That  tithe  is  connected  with  four  interests — with  the  Church, 
as  an  establishment  in  perpetuity— with  the  incumbent,  as  to  actual 
enjoyment — with  the  patron,  as  a  donative,  or  reversion— and  with 
the  farmer,  as  to  payment. 

5.  That  by  a  seizure  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church,  tithe  has 
become  the  property  of  laymen.  . 

;    6.  That  though  tithe,  in  the  hands  of  laymen,  has  lost  its  original 
cliftracter,  it  has  not  lost  its  inherent  right. 


570  Opinions  as  to  the  [52 

7.  That  the  payment  of  tithe  is  due  from  the  aoily  without 
regard  to  the  religious  or  consdentious  opinions  of  the  freeholder 
or  farmer. 

8.  That  tithe,  being  an  inherent  and  primitive  right  in  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil|  and  having  been  payable  and  receivable  from  time 
immemoriali  and  is  no  new  burden,  and  cannot  affect  agriculture 
otherwise  than  it  always  has  done. 

9.  That  the  mode  and  custom  of  taking  tithe  in  kind  is  a  greater 
grievance  than  the  payment  of  its  actual  value. 

10.  That  such  modeand  custom  frequently  oppose  the  temporal 
interests  of  the  Church  to  its  spiritual,  iind  turn  from  within  its 
pale  tens  of  thousands,  who  would  otherwise  rem^n  as  her 
members. 

11.  That  the  temporal  interests  of  this  Church  may  florish, 
whilst  its  religious  influence  may  become  weakened  ;  and  that  the 
progress  of  such  alteration  may,  in  turbulent  dmes^  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  Church. 

Upon  such  previous  resolutions  I  should  propose,  not  a  biH 
to  compel  the  commutation;  but  a  facilitatitig  and  enabling  act, 
to  be  carried  into  local  execution,  with  the  consent  of  all  parties, 
heretofore  necessary  to  the  exchange  of  tithe  for  land. 

Besides  the  principle  of  existing  property,  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  no  commutation  can  be  fair  which  does  not  itself 
contain  ''a  power  of  adjustment"  to  the  varying  values  of  which 
titheable  articles  are  composed. 

Those,  however,  who  imagine  that  the  commutation  of  titbe 
will  increase  rent,  and  render  corn  dearer,  are  mistaken.  The  com- 
mutation of  tithe  (upon  the  plan  which  may  hereafter  be  the  sub- 
ject of  further  discussion)  will  give  greater  power  to  agricultural 
capital,  and  increase  produce  ;  and  consequently  tend  to  that  best  of 
all  principles,  '^  the  enabling  the  farmer  to  raise  his  crops  at  a  pro* 
Jttable  but  cheap  rate,** 

In  exchanging  tithe  into  land,  it  is  usual  to  take  one  third  of 
arable  land;  so  that  a  parish  of  ]£00  acres  of  tillage  would 
give  400  to  the  clergyman ;  down  land  would  contribute  a  seventh: 
iind  meadow  land  a  fifth:  thus  a  grazing  farm  of  1000  acres 
would  contribute  SlOOto  the  incumbent  ;  one  of  pasturage  \^5* 

The  fundamental  axioms  on  which  I  propose  to  proceed  com- 
prehend all  the  rights  of  the  Church  to  her  property ;  meddle  not 
with  her  system,  or  power  of  donative ;  but  confine  themselves,, 
distinctly,  to  the  question-^— whether  any  act  of  parliament  can  be 
framed  to  meet  commutation  and  avoid  modus. 

I  contend  that  it  can  be  donb,  and  bb  done  without 
REVULSION,  iRHiTATiON,  OR  iKjtsTiCE ;  and  1  do  not  fear 
to  assert  that  the  church  will   i^e  grateful  fotr  its 
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SUCCESS.  I  am  not  caUed  upon  here  to  defend  the  character  of 
the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England ;  as  a  body,  they  need  no- 
defence  ;  as  nien  subject  to  human  frailties,  and  to  human  vicissi- 
tudes, they  cannot  be  without  error ;  but  as  a  body  oi  men,  their 
excellence  cannot  be  approached  by  any  other  distinct  class  of  the 
community,  whether  in  England^  or  Europe,  or  in  the  world* 

In  all  discussion  respecting  them,  look  to  the  source  from 
whence  it  comes,  and  it  will  be  found  to  arise  from  political  parti- 
sans, sectarians,  or  what  are  termed  liberab. 

To  the  coterie  of  the  latter,  established  in  pandemonium,  a 
spectre  has  just  flitted  on,  laden  with  ''  The  Edinburgh  Review, 
or  Critical  Journal,  No.  LXXIV.  Novem^eb,  1822."  With 
what  grins  will  they  not  read,  by  the  light  of  their  bonfires — the 
articles  on  the  Durham  Case — Clerical  Abuses^-r-MR.  Canning 
and  Reform — the  Bishop  of  Peterborough  and  his  Clergy  ! 

I  should  be  ashamed  to  waste  many  words  upon  the  question  of 
*'  Reform  in  Parliament/*  I  perfectly  agree  wiUi  **The  Times/' 
that  every  word  which  was  really  uttered  at  the  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  County  of  York  should  be  circulated  through- 
out the  kingdom.  Will  any  reasionable  man  believe  that  such 
meeting  was  any  other  than  the  meeting  of  a  party  ?  And  what 
does  It  prove  i  Why !  that  one  man  in  ten  is  an  advocate  for  re- 
form, throughout  the  extensive  county  of  York*  But  that  is  of 
less  importance  than  the  fact,  that  one  man,  a  true  lion-hearted 
Englishman,  stood,  with  one  second  only  by  his  side,  and  stem- 
med the  torrent  (as  he  has  done  before),  and  faced  Earl  Fitawil* 
liam's  converted  Son,  and  the  County  of  York. 

But  I  would  put  a  few  questions  : — Is  reform  intended  to  raisei 
the  price  of  corn  ?  for  the  clamorbts  are  large  landholders — and 
how  happens  it,  that  the  question  is  always  brought  forward  ia 
troublesome  times?  When  trade  and  manufactures  languished,  re- 
form in  parliament  was  the  sovereign  plaster ;  now  agriculture  i$ 
depressed,  reform  in  parliament  is  the  certain  and  undoubted  re* 
medy ;  reform  in  parliament  cures  then  the  blister  of  trade,  com* 
merce,  and  agriculture.  Wonderful  specific,  truly !  But  commerce 
has  recovered  her  more  than  wonted  strength,  and  yet  no  reform' 
in  parliament  has  taken  place  :  but  a  reform  in  the  principles  of 
our  shipping  and  mercantile  interests  has,  which  vi[iU  in  no  shon 
time  extend  its  influence  to  the  primary  branch  of  agriculture^ 
This  unreformed  bouse  (whose  rusty  key  J.  C  H.  would  throw 
into  the  Thames)  can  therefore  be  jtbe  parent  of  reform. 

Without  looking  to  history,  the  question  of  representation  divides 
itself  into  many  points. 

Is  the  mode  of  returning  the  member  of  the  representative  as^ 
sembly  of  so  m\ich,  or  of  more  importance,  thtfi  the  return  of 
good,  true,  and  honest  men  ?  Is  lip  eloquence  to  be  preferred  to 
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the  language  of  honor,  truth,  and  education  i  Are  political  tinkers, 
men  without  any  stake  in  the  country,  femily  connection,  or  sense 
of  shame,  fit  representatives  for  moral  and  honest  'England? 
Among  the  ancients  have  not  the  best,  and  the  wisest  men,  the 
most  disinterested  legislators,  and  the  bravest  of  warriors,  faUen 
sacrifices  to  the  ingratitude  of  mobs  ?  Has  not  die  madness  of 
mobs  raiised  the  worst  of  men  into  situations  t>f'' trust  and  com- 
mand, to  the  ruin  of  their  country  i 

Is  it  not  possible  that  a  body  of  twelve,  or  twenty-four,  or  forty 
men,  small  enough  to  be  capable  of  deliberation,  may  return  a 
much  more  Jit  person  to  be  a  member  of  pariiament,  than  a  larger 
body  acted  upon  by  influence  ?  In  the  smaller  assembly,  may  not 
the  particular  merits  and  useful  qualifications  of  any  one  or  two 
persons,  be  better  known  and  appreciated  than  in  a  mob  ? 

It  is  begging  the  question  to  presume  that  a  smaller  body  can 
be  corrupted.  It  is  a  gross  insult  upon  the  national  character, 
and  such  as  Englishmen  in  their  individual  capacities  do  not  de- 
serve. And  it  is  a  high  compliment  to  the  gentlemen  of  Ei^land; 
to  its  freeholders,  its  burgesses,  and  its  scot*and4ot  men  ;  that  the 
question  of  reform  is  always  agitated  upon  the  admission  of  the 
intelligence  and  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age.  Flattery  the  most 
gross,  is  the  main  instrument  of  its  working. — It  says : 

You  Englishmen  are  the  most  moral,  the  most  enlightened,  the 
most  public-spirited  fellows  in  the  world ;  but  you  want  to  be  re- 
formed. What !  Reform  the  most  moral,  the  most  enlightened  and 
the  most  public-spirited  fellows  in  the  world  I  I  would  ask,  what 
has  made  you  so  i — I  reply,  Your  constitution  and  your  represen- 
tation. 

Suspect  two  things-— ''  political-economist  politicians]^^'  and 
'^reform  attempted  in  times  of  public  pressure.'' 

I  will  suppose  two  such  men  as  Mr.  Wortiey  and  Lord  John 
Russell  shut  out  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Which  is  best, 
that  they  may  creep  in  through  the  key-hole  of  a  close  borough, 
or  the  nation  lose  the  benefit  of  their  character  and  their  talents  i 
In  truth,  a  variety  of  interests  require  a  variety  of  management. 
To  decide  single  and  abstract  questions,  one  unvarying  mode  of 
representation  may  be  adequate. '  To  understand  and  discuss^  the 
multifarious  interests  of  England,  it  is  talent  which  is  necessary : 
and  it  is  a  choice  of  talent,  which  confined  and  various  modes  of 
election  ensure  to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons.  A 
county  election  is  a  popular  election ;  the  qualification  is  easy : 
a  borough  election  is  an  election  within  a  county.  Thus  in  fact, 
the  system  on  which  members  are  returned  to  the  House  partakes  of 
>' popular  representation,"  and  a  '^  representation  of  interests;"  And 
I  assert  that  the  popular  representation!  that  is  tiie  r epresentatba  of 
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every  man  in  the  kingdom,  worth  forty  shillings  a  year^  can  over- 
power the  ministers  of  the  day'.  Yes !  but  I  shall  be  told^  that  the 
County  Members  are  corrupt. 

1  again  repeat,  that  such  language  is  a  libel  against  the  gentle- 
men of  England,  of  whatever  party  they  may  be.  And  I  assert, 
that  however  restricted  the  mode  of  returning  a  member  to  Par- 
liament may  be  ;  that  he  is,  and  acts,  and  considers  himself  to  be, 
the  representative  de  factOy  if  not  de  jure,  of  the  whole  interests 
of  the  city  or  borough,  from  whence  his  return  is  made. 

Talk  of  representation  4  Who  does  not  remember  the  care,  time, 
attention  and  discussion  which  were  bestowed  on  the  factory  chil- 
dren, and  the  chimney-sweeping,  bills ;  that  the  children  should  be 
placed  under  the  protecting  and  paternal  care  of  the  law  ?  What 
members  did  they  send  to  Parliament  i  Yet  they  were  represented, 
and  powerfully  too.  Why  !  The  very  beasts  of  the  field  are  repre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Commons;  as  witness  the  bill  to  prevent 
cruelty  to  animals.  The  negroes  of  Africa  are  represented  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  by  a  member  from  a  rotten  borough.  In 
truth,  and  in  fact,  the  more  ^^  reform'^  is  agitated,  themOre  it  will 
be  found  that  the  House  of  Commons  represents  interests, 
which  is  of  as  extensive  importance  as  population.  ^ 

Of  '*  economy"  and  '*  retrenchment,''  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  a  few  words,  and  but  few.  Since  the  peace,  taxation  has 
undergone  a  diminution  equal  to  one-third  of  all  the  present  in- 
come of  the  state ;  and  in  consequence,  most  articles  of  consump- 
tion have  fallen  in  the  same  proportion. 

Through  every  department  of  the  state,  a  thorough  dismissal  of 
every  idle  and  supernumerary  clerk  has  taken  place. 

With  regard  to  those  remaining  *  and  in  all  cases  of  allowance, 
remuneration,  and  retirement ;  a  legislative  scale  has  been  adopted^ 
to  which  the  executive  government  is  pledged. 

Sinecures  and  future  reversions  are  abolished  ^  and  as  far  as  le- 
gislation and  prudence  can  go,  (and  they  should  go  faand-in-hslnd) 
they  have  gone. 

If  the  scale  of  179^  is  to  be  the  standard,  then  it  can  only  be 
attained  hy  reducing  England  to  the  scale  of  179^.  Is  England 
willing  to  give  up  Malta ^  St.  Helena,  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  Suri- 
nam, Trinidad,  Berbice,  Essequibo,  St.  Lucie,  Tobago,  the  Afri- 
can settlements,  and  our  East  Indian  conquests  ?  Then  her  naval 
and  military  establishments  can  be  reduced;  Expenditure  i^ 
comparative;  pounds  shillings  and  pence  have  no  reasoning  facul- 
ties, and  convey  no  argument,  till  the  cause  of  the  multiplication 
is  applied. 

As  to  the  employment  and  pay  of  servants  of  the  Crown  ;  it  canr 
not  but  be  remarked,  that  through  all  the  de^yartments  of  the  public 
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^tdcesy  ihere  is  a  greater  air  of  respectabilitv,  of.  rank,  and  cliafac- 
ter,  than  formerly.  Much  of  this  arises  from  long  establishment, 
and  much  from  care  and  attention  in  the  principle  of  admission. 

Ther«  are  thousands  H^ho  can  attest^  that  nolhu>g  was  more  com- 
mon, when  a  man  was  unfortunate^  than  that  his  friends  should  m 
-^**  Oh,  we  nmst  get  him  a  place  under  G'o>remment»"  I  a  en 
far  from  objecting  to  a  principle  of  such  a' oature^t  should  noT  be 
carried  to  too  great  an  extent ;  though  the  experience  of  many  an 
unfortunate  man  has  been  found  valuable  to  the  exetetitiv^.  Go^ 
vemment  often  has  to  contend  for  the  attamment  of  prt>p^r  «ind  fit 
persons  for  responsible  situations,  and  offices  recjuiring  e^rUiA 
qualiiications.  The  acquirements  of  many  can  be  tulrned  to 
greater  advantage  in  private  undertakings ;  but  vn-  these*  there  is 
risk ;  therefore,  the  certain  pay  of  government  is  equal  Co  it  larger 
remuneration,  acquired  with  greater  anxiety,  and  more  chance  of  los^. 

The  public  expect  from  the  executive,  the  strict,  punctual,  and 
unerring  performance  of  its  duties;  %ind  these  can  only  be  attained 
by  a  principle  of  responsibility^  from  the  heads  of  offices  to  the 
lowest  and  last-admitted  clerk  ;  and  it  is  not  merely  responsibility, 
but  confidence  must  be  placed  in  tens  of  thousands.  I  do  not 
mean  that  a  cunning  spirit  of  secrecy  is  to  pervade  the  public  4&- 
partments;  but  that  faith  must  be  placed  in  the  due  performance 
of  the  most  subordinate  duties. 

The  qualities  of  official  men  differ  so  much^  that  five  hundred 
a  year  is  economical,  for  the  services  of  some,  where  a  hundred 
would  be  dear  for  those  of  others. 

**  Any  body  will  do  for  a  government-clerk'*  was  once  the  cry; 
but  **  every  body  will  not  do;'*  and  it  is  (1  say  it  with  pride)  the 
precision,  the  regularity,  and  tbe  character  of  the  public  offices, 
which  tend  greatly  to  a  courteous  and  efficient  dispatch  of  public 
business,  in  which  private  interests  are  more  or  less  involved* 

All  economy  is  not  retrenchment.  The  question  is  not  merely 
— *^  can  this  be  dispensed  with  ?**  but»  what  will  the  replacing  cost? 
and  every  thing  found  to  be  useless,  has  long  ago  been  discarded* 

Those  only  acquainted*  with  public  offices  can  tell  the  mean  acts, 
the  invitations  to  fraud,  the  bribery  and  corruption  which  have  been 
employed  in  detecting  what  are  called '^  Government  abuses."  The 
members  of  a  Committee  out  of  doors,  employing  discharged,  dis- 
missed, and  disgraced  servants,  (once  of  the  Crown,)  can  hardly  be 
relied  upon  for  correct  information  :  and  many  charges  have  been 
attempted,  upon  evidence  which  would  not  hang  a  dog,  or  convict 
a  known  thief. 

[  now  approach  the  end  of  this  (I  fear,  but  hope  not,)  tedious 
address ;  and,  to  refresh  the  memory,  will  recapitulate  its  results  : — 

1 .  That  England  is  «  The  Umpire  of  Euro|ie/' 

^  That  the  National  credit  must  be  preserved. 
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.S.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  must  be  inviolate. 

4.  That  the  National  Debt  is  an  active  medium  ;  a  bank  of 
deposit — a  means  of  income — productive  of  a  regular  circulating 
payment — and  of  importance  to  the  lower  classes^  as  enabling  them 
to  save  upon  interest. 

5.  That  the  commerce  of  £ngland  is  most  flori&hing ;  and  its 
interests  have  not  been  neglected. 

()«  That  the  internal  peace  of  England  was  never  in  more  cer- 
tainty of  repose^  notwithstanding  five  out  of  six  of  my  acts  are  in 
existence ;  and  that  popular  meetings  have  under  them,  acquired 
a  greater  rank^  apd  tend  to  more  influential -consequences. 

7.  That  agricultural  embarrassment  must  and  will  pass  away; 
bufy  that  its  immediate  distress  justifies  the  measure  of  sending 
back  the  foreign  com  now  bonded. 

8.  That  a  new  arrangement  of  the  Poor's  Law,  by  placing  them 
under  a  public  board,  might  produce  important  results,  and  de* 
crease  the  amount  of  the  rates. 

9.  That  the  commutation  of  tithe  would  give  greater  scope  to 
the  employment  of  agricultural  capital — benefit  the  Church — And 
enable  the  farmer  to  afford  corn  cheap^  by  a  more  spirited  mode  of 
cultivation. 

10.  That  the  three  last  measures  are  applicable  to  agricultural 
distress. 

n.  That  "reform"  is  not  applicable  at  all.  ' 

12.  That  economy  and  retrenchment  are  applicable,  aiid  tthen 

any  case  for  their  further  exertion  can  be  made  out— ^Governmetit 

'will  not  delay  its  duty. 

My  spirit  will  hover  over  the  British  Empire ;  and  should  it  ever 
be  intended  to  record  my  memory,  I  would  only  desil-e  to  be  thus 
noticed : — 

"here    LIBS 

HENRY  ROBERT  STEWART, 

;&econti  iBRaniue^jS  of  Hondontiercp ; 

SECRBTAItY    OF    STATE    FOR    FOREIGN    AFFAIRS,    AND 

KNIGHT    OF    THE    MOST    NOBLE    ORDER    OF 

THfi    GARTER,   &C.   &C. 

Born  1769; 

Who,  in  the  full  bloom  of  Manhood,  fell  a  Mental  Sacrifice 

to  an  ardent  and  zealous  performance  of  his 

Ministerial  and  Parliamentary  functions, 

ON  THE  12th  DAY  OF  AUGUST,  AN.  DOM.  1822. 
And  in  the  Third  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  most  Gracious  Majesty 

X3EORGE  THE  FOURTH.- 
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I  change  no  opinion  in  consequence  of  the  French  King's 
speech.  Menace  on  one  side,  and  defiance  on  the  other^  will  pro- 
duce a  war — ^but  of  demonstrations  only ;  during  which,  each  will 
be  ready  to  render  available  any  n^ans  of  mediation. 

If  the  King  of  Spain  should  fortunately  have  the  spirit  and  the 
policy  to  demand  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Spaniards  in 
arms ;  they  in  return,  when  the  moment  of  danger  is  past,  might 
concede  to  him  points  of  a  just  prerogative,  which  are  now  with- 
held, more  in  ignorance  or  mistrust,  than  in  hatred  of  the  throne. 

The  equipoise  of  a  monarchical  government,  such  as  exists  in 
England,  is  not  the  work  of  a  day ;  and  those  who  aim  to  approach 
jt,  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  commit  many  blunders  in  the 
attempt. 

If  1  assert  that  '^  the  French  dare  not''  pass  die  Spanish  frontier, 
1  intend  it  only  in  reference  to  their  means  of  accomplishing  the 
obiect ;  that  **  of  conquering  a  peace.''  The  Spaniards  are  not  re- 
volutionists ;  they  are  aiming,  not  to  destroy,  but  to  ameliorate  (as 
they  think)  the  form  of  their  government.  But  being  bigoted  in 
religion  and  policy,  their  measures  assume  a  greater  degree  of  vio- 
lence than  we  correctly  estimate :  excesses  have  been,  and  may  yet 
be  committed  on  both  sides ;  but  their  very  <;ommission  brings  with 
it  a  feeling  of  regret ;  and  such  feeling  of  regret  naturally  produces 
an  eventual  balance  and  adjustment  of  opinions  and  faction. 

In  the  midst  of  all — the  position  of  England  is  that  of  ^'  a  pow- 
erful neutral ;"  independently  firm  in  her  attitude,  and  possessing 
means  and  spirit  to  act  upon  any  cause  of  aggression  towards  her- 
self or  ally. 

There  is  hardly  a  country,  where  the  price  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce undergoes  such  fluctuation  as  in  the  various  provinces  of 
Spain;  the  slightest  cause  frequently  occasions  it;  and  it  is  far  from 
improbable,  but  that  the  state  of  that  country  will  materially  in- 
fluence the  grain-market  of  England. 
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